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• Having left Ashburne in the evening, we stopped 
to change horses at Derby, and availed ourselves of 
a moment to enjoy the conversation of my country- 
man, Dr. Butter, then physician there. He was in 
great indignation because Lord Mountstuart’s bill for 
a Scotch militia had been lost. Dr. Johnson was as 
violent against it. ‘‘ I am glad, (said he,) that Parlia- 
ment has had the spirit to throw it out. You wanted 
to take advantage of the timidity of our scoundrels ; ” 
(meaning, I suppose, the ministry.) It may be ob- 
served that he used the epithet scoundrel very com- 
monly, not quite in the sense in which it is generally 
understood, but as a strong term of disapprobation; 
as when he abruptly answered Mrs. Thrale, who had 
asked him how he did, Ready to become a scoundrel, 
Madam ; with a little more spoiling you will, I think, 
make me a complete rascal : ’’ ^ — he meant, easy to 
become a capricious and self-indulgent valetudinarian ; 
a character for which I have heard him express great 
disgust. 

Johnson had with him upon this jaunt , II Palmerhio 
I Inghilterra^' a romance praised by Cervantes; but 
did not like it much. He said he read it for the 
language, by way of preparation for his Italian expedi- 
tion. — We lay this night at Loughborough. 

On Thursday, March 28, we pursued our journey. 

I mentioned that old Mr. Sheridan complained of the 
ingratitude of Mr. Wedderbiirne and General Fraser, 
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who .had bee.ri much obliged to him when they were 
young Scotchmen eutering upon life in England. 
JoHx.SiOX, “Why, Sir, a man is very apt to complain 
of die ingratitude of those who have risen far above 
him. A man when he gets into a higher sphere, into 
other riabits of life, cannot keep up all ^ his former 
comieciions. Ehen, Sir, those who knew him formerly 
upon a level with themselves, may think that they 
ought still to be treated as on a level, which cannot 
be] and an acquaintance in a former situation may 
bring out t.iiings which it would be very disagreeable 
to have mentioned before higher company, though, 
perhaps, every body knows of them.” He placed this 
subject in a new light to me, and showed that a man 
who has risen in the world must not be condemned 
too harshly for being distant to former acquaintance, 
even though he may have been much obliged to them. 
It is, no doubt, to be wished, that a proper degree 
of attention should be shewn by great men to their 
early friends. But if either from obtuse insensibility to 
difference of situation, or presumptuous forwardness, 
which will not submit even to an exteriour observance 
of it, the dignity of high place cannot be preserved, 
when they are admitled into the company of those 
raised above the state in which they once were, en- 
croachment must be repelled, and the kinder feelings 
sacrificed. To one of the very fortunate persons 
whom I have mentioned, namely, Mr. Wedderburne, 
now Lord Loughborough, I must do the justice to 
relate that I have been assured by another early 
acquaintance of his, old Mr. Macklin, who assisted in 
improving his proniiiiciation, that he found him very 
grateful. ^ Macklin, I suppose, had not pressed upon 
his elevation with so much eagerness as the gentleman 
who complained of him. lh\ Johnson’s remark as to 
the jealousy entertained of our iriends who rise far 
above us is certainly very just. By this was withered 
the early friendship betvcvn Charles Towiisbend and 
Akenside; and man) similar instances might be 
adduced. ■ - 

. He sasd, “ 'jt is commonly a weak man wdio 
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marries for love/’ We then talked of marrying women \ 

of fortune ; and I mentioned a common remark, 
that a man may be, upon the whole, richer by marry- | 

ing a woman with a very small portion, because a 
woman of fortune will be proportionally expensive; 
ivhereas a woman who brings none will be very 
moderate in expenses, Johnson. ‘‘Depend upon it, | 

Sir, this is not true. A woman of fortune, being used to J 

the handling of money, spends it judiciously : but a 
woman who gets the command of money for the first 
time upon her marriage, has such a gust in spending 
it that she throws it away with great profusion.” 

He praised the ladies of the present age, insisting 
that they were more faithful to their husbands, and 
more virtuous in every respect, than in former times, 
because their understandings were better cultivated. It 
was an undoubted proof of his good sense and good 
disposition that he was never querulous, never prone 
to inveigh against the present times, as is so common 
when superficial minds are on the fret. On the 
contrary, he was willing to speak favourably of his own 
age ; and, indeed, maintained its superiority in every 
respect, except in its reverence for government ; the 
relaxation of which he imputed, as its grand cause, to 
the shock which our monarchy received at the Revo- 
lution, though necessary ; and secondly, to the timid 
concessions made to faction by successive administra- 
tions in the reign of his present Majesty. l am happy 
to think that he lived to see the Crown at last recover 
its just influence. 

At Leicester wt read in the new*s-paper that Dr. 

James was dead. I thought that the death of an old 
school-fellow, and one with whom he had lived a good 
deal in London, would have affected my fellow-- 
traveller much : but he only said, “ Ah ! poor Jamy.” 
Afterwards, however, when w-e were in the chaise, he 
said, with more tenderness, “ Since I set out on this 
jaunt I have lost an old friend and a young one ; 

— Dr. James, and poor Harry,” (meaning Mr. Thrale’s 
son.) 

Having lain at St. Alban’s, on Thursday, March 28, 
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we i:)reakfasted the next morning at Barnet. I ex- 
pressed to him a weakness of mind which I could 
not help: an uneasy apprehension that my wife and 
childrenj who were at a great distance from me, 
might, perhaps, be ill. '' Sir, (said he,) consider how 
foolish you would think it in them to be apprehensive 
that you are ill.” This sudden turn relieved me for 
the moment ; but I afterwards perceived it to be an 
ingenious fallacy.^ I might, to be sure, be satisfied 
that they had no reason to be apprehensive about me, 
because I knew that I myself was well : but we might 
have a mutual anxiety ^vithoiit the charge of folly ; 
because each was, in some degree, uncertain as to the 
condition of the other. 

I enjoyed the luxury of our approach to London, 
that metropolis which we both loved so much, for the 
high and varied intellectual pleasure which it furnishes. 

I experienced immediate happiness while whirled 
along with such a companion, and said to him, ‘‘ Sir, 
you observed one day at General Oglethorpe’s that a 
man is never hapjpy for the present, but w^hen he is 
drunk. Will you not add,— or when driving rapidly 
in a post-chaise?” Johnson. ‘‘No, Sir, you are 
driving rapidly /be/// something, or to something.” 

'Falking of melancholy, he said, “Some men, and 
very thinking men too, have not those vexing thoughts.*-^ 
Sir Joshua Reynolds is the same all the year round. 


J [Surely it is no fellacy, but a sound and rational argument. He 
wiiops perfectly well, and apprehensive concerning the state of 
iinother at a distance from liim, knoivs to a certainty that the fears 
of that person concerning his health are imaginary and delusive; 
and hence has a rational ground for supposing that his own appre- 
hensions concerning his absent wife or friend are equally unfounded. 

- I'he, phrase “ vexing thoughts” is, I think, very expressive. It 
has been familiar to me from my childhood ; for it Is to be found in 
“ Psalms in Metre,” used in the Churches (I believe I should 
say hrks) of Scotland, Psal. xliii. v, 5. 

" Why art thou then cast down, my soul? 

What should discourage thee? 

.Anti why with vexu/o- ikoughts art thou 
Disquieted in me?"” 


Some a 
But at 


-hovi'ance niiist no doubt be made for early prepossession, 
a maturer period of life, after looking at various metrical 
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Beaiiclerk, except when ill and in pain, is the same. 
But I believe most men have them in the degree in 
which they are capable of having them. If I were 
in the country, and were distressed by that malady, I 
would force myself to take a book; and every time I 
did it I should find it the easier. Melancholy, indeed, 
should be diverted by every means but drinking.” 

We stopped at Messieurs Dillys, booksellers in the 
Poultry ; from wdience he hurried away, in a hackney 
coach, to Mr. Thrale’s in the Borough. I called at 
Ills house in the evening, having promised to acquaint 
Mrs. Williams of his safe return ; when, to my surprize, 
I found him sitting with her at tea, and, as I thought, 
not in a very good humour : for, it seems, when he 
had got to Mr. Thrale’s, he found the coach was at 
the door waiting to carry Mrs. and Miss Thrale, and 
Signor Baretti, their Italian master, to Bath. This 
was not showing the attention which might have been 
expected to the Guide, Philosopher, and Friend;” 
the Imlac who had hastened from the country to con- 
sole a distressed mother, who he understood was very 
anxious for his return. They had, I found, without 
ceremony, proceeded on their intended journey. I 
was glad to understand from him that it was still 
resolved that his tour to Italy with Mr. and Mrs. 
Thrale should take place, of which he had entertained 
some doubt, on account of the loss which they had 
sufiered ; and his doubts afterwards appeared to be 
well-founded. He observed, indeed, very justly, that 
their loss was an additional reason for their going 
abroad ; and if it had not been fixed that he should 
have been one of the party, he w^ould force them out ; 
but he would not advise them unless his advice was 
asked, lest they might suspect that he recommended 
what he wished on his own account.” I was not 
pleased that his intimacy with Mr, Thrale’s family, 
though it no doubt contributed much to his comfort 

versions of the Psalms, I am well satisfied that the version used in 
Scotland is, upon the whole, the best ; and that it is vain to think 
of having a better. It has in general a simplicity and unction of 
sacred Poesy ; and in many parts its transfusion is admirable. 
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and enjoyment, was not without some degree of 
restraint : Not, as has been grossly suggested, that it 
was required of him as a task to talk for the entertain- 
nient of them and their company; but that he was 
not quite at his ease ; which, however, might partly be 
owing to his own honest pride — that dignity of mind 
which always jealous of appearing too compliant. 

^ On Sunday, March 31, I called on him, and shewed 
him, as a curiosity which I had discovered, his '' Trans- 
lation of Lobe’s Account of Abyssinia,” which Sir 
John Pnngle had lent me, it being then little known 
as ^ one of his works. He said, “Take no notice of 
it, or “don’t talk of it.” He seemed to think it 
beneath him, though done at six-and-twenty. I said 
to him, “ Your style, Sir, is much improved since you 
translated this.” Fie answered with a sort of trium- 
phant smile, “ Sir, 1 hope it is.” 

On Wednesday, April 3, in the morning I found 
iiim very busy putting his books in order, and as they 
were generally very old ones, clouds of dust were 
flying around him. He had on a pair of large doves 
such as hedgers use. His present appearance put me 
m mind of my uncle, Dr. Boswell’s, description of 

iibmries ” 

I gave him an account of a conversation which had 
passed between me and Captain Cook, the day before, 
at dinner at Sir John lTingle’s; and he was much 
pleased with the conscientious accuracy of that cele- 
brated circumnavigator, who set me right as to many 
accounts given by Dr. Hawkes- 

Captain I catched the enthusiasm of curiosity 
..nd adventure, and felt a strong inclination to go with 
him on his ne.xt voyage. Joh.mson. “ \^Tiy Sir a 
man a'fv.'j feel so, till he considers how very little ’he 
can learn from such voyages.” Boswell. ‘‘BuVom 

nrtion of y V oyage round the World.” Johnson 

a SerB”'”? himself against taking 

■ % m ^jcntral. I said I was certain that a great 
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part Ox^ Yvhat we are told by the travellers to the South 
Sea must be conjecture, because they had not enough 
of the language of those countries to understand so 
much as they have related. Objects falling under the 
observation of the senses might be clearly known ; but 
every thing intellectual, every thing abstract — poli- 
ticks, morals, and religion, must be darkly guessed. Dr. 
Johnson was of the same opinion. He upon another 
occasion, when a friend mentioned to him several 
extraordinary facts, as communicated to him by the 
circiimnavigators, slily observed, “ Sir, I never before 
knew how much I was respected by these gentlemen ; 
they told me none of these things.” 

He had been in company with Omai, a native of 
one of the South Sea Islands, after he had been some 
time in this country. He was struck with the elegance 
of his behaviour, and accounted for it thus : “ Sir, he 
had passed his time, while in England, only in the best 
company j so that all that he had acquired of our 
manners was genteel. As a proof of this, Sir, Lord 
Mulgrave and he dined one day at Streatham; they 
sat with their backs to the light fronting me, so that I 
could not see distinctly ; and there was so little of the 
savage in Omai that I was afraid to speak to either, 
lest I should mistake one for the other.” 

We agreed to dine to-day at the Mitre tavern, after 
the rising of the House of Lords, where a branch of 
the litigation concerning the Douglas Estate, in which 
I was one of the counsel, was to come on, I brought 
with me Mr. Murray, Solicitor-General of Scotland, 
now one of the Judges of the Court of Session, with 
the title of Lord Llenderland. I mentioned Mr. 
Solicitor’s relation. Lord Charles Hay, with whom I 
knew Dr. Johnson had been acquainted. Johnson. 
“I wrote something for Lord Charles ; and I thought 
he had nothing to fear from a court-martial. I suffered 
a great loss when he died ; he was a mighty pleasing 
man in conversation, and a reading man. The cha- 
racter of a soldier is high. They who stand forth the 
foremost in danger, for the community, have the re- 
spect of mankind. An officer is much more respected 
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than any other man who has as little money. In o 

purchase re- 

properly 

treitfrl ^’ vn "'here well received and 

litattd with attention. The character of a soldier 

stead.” Boswell. “ Yet, Sir I 
i v hat common soldiers are worse thought of thLi 

roHNs?lf ‘‘wi® ""f-" labourers.” 

vprv n-- ^ common soldier is usually 3 

mav h!°n* f'7 which procures respect 

p! hy grossness. A man of leL 

r^^pect that you cannot 

inore I, h conmwn soldier, too, generally eats 
owL -P^y "'hen a common 

him a di.ro/”e pect’"'?^^ "f coat procures 

in f’h« '^ 1 - Jt-spect. The peculiar respect paid 

BosivFtr' j" France was mentioned, 
f that where military men 

heing rare 

Mr ^ ^^nghshmen are not rare in it.” 
candouiandYoodhSiour “‘^^'^PMosophers for the 
sects disputed wiA eXolh 
disputed with Jood hSn f- “Sir, they 

earnest as to reli<rfon Had ^ey were not in 

in their belief \ve shmilri been serious 

e.vliibited in the manner we "fhid\Tp 

the Poets. The DeoDle l n represented in 

'Fhey disputed with eLd h,?“ suffered it. 

theories, because thev ivp their fanciful 

of them : uten a n'n hf" “ the truth , 

in good humour with his'n to lose he may be 

-ein,Lucir, ;h:totrSTho you ' 

tively, keeps his temper ■ the Stotk'^h^ 

thing positive to preserve has some- 

with one coiftroverts’^ angry. Being angry 

IS a necessary consequence 

r unsequen,.e of the uneasiness which 
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send his own son to Westminster school — I have 
acted in the same manner with regard to my own two 
sons,; having placed the eldest at Eton, and the 
second at W'estrninster. I cannot say which is best. 
But, in justice to both those noble seminaries, I with 
high satisfaction declare that my boys have derived 
from them a great deal of good, and no evil : and I 
trust they will, like Horace, be grateful to their father 
for giving them so valuable an education. 

I introduced the topick, which is often ignorantly 
urged, that the Universities of England are too rich ; ^ 
so that learning does not flourish in them as it would 
do if those who teach had smaller salaries, and de- 
pended on their assiduity for a great part of their 
income. Johnson.- “ Siiv the very reverse of this is 
the truth ; the English Universities are not rich 
enough. Our feilowships are only sufficient to support 
a man during his studies to fit him for the world, and 
accordingly in general they are held no longer than 
till an opportunity offers of getting away. Now and 
then, perhaps, there is a fellow who grows old in his 
college; but this is against his will, unless he be a 
man very indolent indeed. A hundred a year is 
reckoned a good fellowship, and that is no more than 
is necessary to keep a man decently as a scholar. We 
do not allow our fellows to marry, because we consider 
academical institutions as preparatory to a settlement 
m the world. It is only by being employed as a tutor 
that a fellow can obtain any thing more than a liveli- 
hood. 1 o be sure a man who has enough without 
teaching will probably not teach ; for we would all 
be idle if we could. In the same manner, a man who 
irto get nothing by teaching will not exert himselfl 
Gieshani-College was intended as a place of instruction 
for Uondon ; able professors were to read lectures 
gratis, they contrived to have no scholars; whereas, 
if they had been allowed to receive but sixpence a 

professor in the 

of Glasgow, hay uttered, in his “Wealth of Nations ” 
..Gine reflections' upon this subject which are certainly not \yeil 

foiinded, and mmuo be invidioi ttt uuiny not vui 
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lecture from each scholar, they would have been 
emulous to have had many scholars. Every body 
will agree that it should be the interest of those who 
teach to have scholars ; and this is the case in our 
Universities. That they are too rich is certainly not 
true ; for they have nothing good enough to keep a 
man of eminent learning with them for his life. In 
the foreign Universities a professorship is a high thing. 
It is as much almost as a man can make by his 
learning ; and therefore we find the most learned men 
abroad are in the Universities. It is not so with us. 
Our Universities are impoverished of learning by the 
penury of their provisions. I wish there , were many 
places of a thousand a year at Oxford, to keep first- 
rate men of learning from quitting the University.’’ 
Undoubtedly if this were the case, Literature would 
have a still greater dignity and splendour at Oxford, 
and there would be grander living sources of instruc- 
tion. 

I mentioned Mr. Maclaurin’s uneasiness on account 
of a degree of ridicule carelessly thrown on his de- 
ceased father, in Goldsmith’s “ History of Animated 
Nature,” in which that celebrated mathematician is 
represented as being subject to fits of yawning so 
violent as to render him incapable of proceeding in 
his lecture ; a story altogether unfounded, but for the 
publication of which the law would give no reparation.^ 
This led us to agitate the question whether legal re- 
dress could be obtained, even when a man’s deceased 
relation was calumniated in a publication. Mr. Murray 
maintained there should be reparation, unless the 
authour could, justify himself by proving the fact. 
Johnson. “Sir, it is of so much more consequence 
that truth should be told, than that individuals should 
not be made uneas)^ that it is much better that the 
law does not restrain writing freely concerning the 
characters of the dead. Damages will be given to a 

1 Dr. Goldsmith was dead before Mr. Maclaurin discovered the 
ludicrous errour. But Mr. Nourse, the bookseller, who was the 
proprietor of the work, upon being applied to by Sir John Pringle^ 
agreed very handsomely to have the leaf on which it was contained 

cancelled, and re-printed without it, at his own expence. 
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man who is calumniated in his life-time, because he 
niay^be hurt in his worldly interest, or at least hurt 
in his mind : but the law does not regard that un- 
easiness which a man feels on having his ancestor 
calumniated. That is too nice. Let him deny what 
IS said, and let the matter have a fair chance by dis- 
cussion. But if a man could say nothing against a 
character but what he can prove, history could not 
be written ; for a great deal is known of men of which 
proof cannot be brought. A minister may be notori- 
ously known to take bribes, and yet you may not be 
able to prove it.” jMr. Murray suggested that the 
authour should be obliged to show some sort of 
evidence, though he would not require a strict legal 
proof; but Johnson firmly and resolutely opposed any 
restraint whatever, as adverse to a free investigation 
of the characters of mankind.^ 

‘ U’fint i>r. Johnson I-as here said is undoubtedly good sense * 
0-; 1 .Lui .ih-.ud tiiat law, though defined bv Lord Coh: ‘‘the periec- 
tiu!, .a rea-son,” is not altogether w//// /ilm ; for it is held in the 
oooks that an attack on the reputation even of a dead man may be 
pu5ud’i(>tl as a libel, because tending to a breach of the peace There 
unyc-via- I believe, no modern decided case to that effect In 
dr* Kings IVnch Trinity Term, 1790. the question occurred on 
'v.-cas! -n o! an mdictment.^ Tke King v. Topham, who, as ^ pro- 
iA a iuy\ s-paper entitled “The World,” was found guilty 

‘5' because certain injurious 

taargt.*s against his Lordship were published in that paper. An 
airast of judgenient having been moved for, the case was afterwards 
sowmniy aiguod. Mv friend Mr. Const, whom I delight in havino- 
anj.ppurtumiy to praise,, not only for his abilities but his manners" 
German blood has been mellowed in 
h to unite the Baron and the 

muL.i leaining and ingenuity upon the general question- which 

rX’ni-dhvw 1 "-'hr an'an-esTchiefly on 

mt mioi niaiitv of the indictment. No man has a higher reverence 

deference, I cannot 

f u , P'-osecution by indictment, if a defendant is 
Y" allowed to justily, must often be very oppressive, unless 
June.',, unom 1 am more and more confirmed in holdino- to be 
judges ul ,aw as well as ot fact, resolutely interpose. Of late an act 
/v declaratory of their full right to one as 

a,, me other, in matter of libel ; and the bill havino- been 
.JHxig.it m by a popular gentleman, many of his party have in most 
libfrt^^onih ‘h.' "-onclerful acquisition to the 
th-fi Pit I- I ^ver was clearly of opinion 

•ubi B y*’ was inherent in the very constitution of a Turv 
mdeea m sense and reason inseparable from their important 
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On Thursday, April 4, having called on Dr. Tohnson, 
I said it was a pity that truth was not so firm as to 
bid defiance to all attacks, so that it might be shot at 
as much as people chose to attempt, and yet remain 
iiiihiirt. Johnson. ^‘Then, Sir, it would not be shot 
at. Nobody attempts to dispute that two and two 
make four : but with contests concerning moral truth 
human passions are generally mixed, and therefore it 
must ever be liable to assault and misrepresentation.” 

On Friday, April 5, being Good Friday, after having- 
attended the morning service at St. Clement’s church, 
I walked home with J ohnson. M'^e talked of the Roman 
Catholick religion. Johnson. “ In the barbarous ages, 
Sir, priests and people were equally deceived; but 
afterwards there were gross corruptions introduced by 
the clergy, such as indulgences to priests to have 
concubines, and the worship of images, not, indeed, 
inculcated, but knowingly permitted.” He strongly 
censured the licensed stews at Rome. Boswell. “ So 
then, Sir, you would allow of no irregular intercourse 
whatever between the sexes?” Johnson. ‘‘To be 
sure I would not, Sir. I would punish it much more 
than it is done, and so restrain it. In all countries 
there has been fornication, as in all countries there 
has been theft ; but there may be more or less of the 


function. To establish it, therefore, by statute, is, I think, narrow- 
ing its foundation, which is the broad and deep basis of Common 
Law. Would it not rather weaken the right of primo-geniture, or any 
other old and universally-acknowledged right, should the legislature 
pass an act in favour of it ? In my “ Letter to the People of Scot- 
land, against diminishing the number of the Lords of Session,” 
published in 1785, there is the following passage, which, as a con- 
cise, and I hope a fair and rational state of the matter, I presume 
to quote : " The Juries of England are Judges of law as well as of 
fact in many civil, and in all criminal trials. That my principles 
of resista-nce may not be misapprehended any more than my prin- 
ciples of submission, I protest that I should be the last man in the 
world to encourage Juries to contradict rashly, wantonly, or per- 
versely, the opinion of the Judges. On the contrary, I would have 
them listen respectfully to the advice they receive from the Bench, 
by which they maar often be well directed in forming their own 
opinion; which, ‘and not another’s,’ is the opinion they are to 
return upon their oaths. But where, after due attention to all that 
the Judge has said, they are decidedly of a different opinion from 
him, they have not only o. pozvei' and a right, but they are boimd in 
conscience to bring in a verdict accordingly.” 
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one, as well as: of the other, in proportion to the force 
of law. Ail men will naturally commit fornication, as 
all men will naturally steal. And, Sir, it is very absurd 
to argue, as has been often done, that prostitutes are 
necessary to prevent the violent effects of appetite 
from violating the decent order of life ; nay, should 
be permitted in order to preserve the chastity of our 
wives and daughters. Depend upon it, Sir, severe 
laws, steadily enforced, would be sufficient against 
those evils, and would promote marriage.'’ 

I stated to him this case : — “ Suppose a man has a 
daughter wlio he knows has been seduced, but her 
misfortune is concealed from the world? should he 
Iceep her in his house ? Would he not, by doing so, 
he accessory to imposition ? And, perhaps, a worthy, 
unsuspecting man might come and marry this woman, 
unless the father inform him of the truth.” Johnson. 

Sir, he is accessory to no imposition. His daughter 
is in his house ; and if a man courts her he takes his 
chance. If a friend, or, indeed, if any man asks his 
opinion whether he should marry her, he ought to 
advise him against it, without telling wh}^, because his 
real opinion is then required. Or, if he has other 
daughters who know of her frailty, he ought not to 
keep her in his house. You are to consider the state 
of life is this; we are to judge of one another’s 
characters as well as we can ; and a man is not bound 
in honesty or honour to tell us the faults of his 
duiughter or of himself. A man who has debauched 
I'is friend’s daughter is not obliged to say to every 
care of me; don’t let me into your 
iiouse without suspicion, I once debauched a friend’s 
daughter, I may debauch yours.” 

IMr. Ihrale called upon him, and appeared to bear 
liie loss of his son with a manly composure. There 
Vtas no affectation about him ; and he talked, as 
usual, upon indifferent subjects. He seemed to me 
to hesitate as to the intended Italian tour, onDvliieh 
. flattered myself, he an Mrs. Thrale and Dr. Johnson 
ere soon to set out; and. therefore, I pressed it as 
much as I could. I mentioned that Mr. Beauclerk 
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had said that Baretti, whom they were to carry with 
them, w'Oiild keep them so long in the little towns of 
his own district that they would not have time to see 
Rome. I mentioned this to put them . on their guard. 
Johnson. ‘‘Sir, we do not thank Mr. Beauclerk for 
supposing that we are to be directed by Baretti. No, 
Sir ; Mr. Thrale is to go, by my advice, to Mr. Jackson,^ 
(the all-knowing) and get from him a plan for seeing 
the most that can be seen in the time that we have 
to travel. We must, to be sure, see Rome, Naples, 
Florence, and Venice, and as much more as we can.” 
(Speaking with a tone of animation.) 

Wdien I expressed an earnest wish for his remarks 
on Italy, he said, “ I do not see that I could make a 
book upon Italy j yet I should be glad to get two 
hundred pounds, or five hundred pounds, by such a 
work.” Tills shewed both that a journal of his Tour 
upon the Continent was not wholly out of his con- 
templation, and that he uniformly adhered to that 
strange opinion which his indolent disposition made 
him utter : “No man but a blockhead ever wTOte, 
except for money.” Numerous instances to refute 
this will occur to all vdio are versed in the history of 
literature. 

He gave us one of the many sketches of character 
which ivere treasured in his mind, and which he was 
wont to produce quite unexpectedly in a very enter- 
taining manner. “ I lately, (said he,) received a letter 
from the East-Indies, from a gentleman wliom I 
formerly knew very well ; he had returned from that 
country with a handsome fortune, as it was reckoned, 
before means w^ere found to acquire those immense 
sums which have been brought from thence of late ; 
he -was a. scholar, and an agreeable man, and lived 
very prettily in London, till his wife died. After her 
death he took to dissipation and gaming, and lost all 
he had. One evening he lost a thousand pounds to a 

^ A gentleman, who, from his extraordinary stores of knowledge, 
has been styled omniscient. Johnson, T think very properly, altered 
it to all-knowing, as it is a vei'bum solenne, appropriated to the 
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gentleman whose name I am sorry I have forgotten 

ivnds whh"® gentleman five hundred 

world^ ‘'"Pn^ogy that it wa.s all he had in the 

■11 *• sent the money back to him 

<,-* ' 1.4 1 had occasion <or five hundred pound.s more 

r e would lend it to him. He resolved to go out S 
i-ot 'k and make his fortune anew. He 

'Stion of '‘PP“‘"hnent, and I had some in- 
;': T H accompanying him. Had I thought then 
do now, I .snould have gone ; but at that time I 
nad objections to quitting England.” " ^ 

t was a very remarkable circumstance about Tohn- 
rion, whom shallow observers have supposed to'^ikve 
oemi Ignorant of the world, that very few men S 

observe them '^betE^' ‘Characters ; and none could 
. usti\c Uitm better, as was evident from the strong 
}t‘t nice portraits which he often drew I 

ciueiulv thoutdit that if Iia i ^ have fre- 

r ‘■iiai It lie bad made out 

m,-nf mi ^ r cn mst^y^tion and entertain 

A,.™ .c ““S “ rsrhr' "■ ■? 

seived to me, “ It is w-onderhi qh 1 . °^‘c® ^b- 

>a London. The most Ilf/ ’ be found 

«™rooj„,edwa. a,The /“S ;ri^^^^^^ *" ' 

scrivener behind the Rov-il TTv^b-^ ^ ’ f “oney- 

«« ,.»d '"*2"’ ‘ 

which is'^onj of'llw 'j o'nr/o/ Profession c.nlled 

the busmcss is no longer carried / sci? 'r'l’eh 

• ittornuys and otliens. He vas •, rnn ? fird is transacted by 
was He authonr of a Hudibr/ttl v ’ ■ '“‘^rature and talents. He 
addii.on to the .Eneid of Maphi»us's Canto in 

Md various other small piehs bufbeS// oollectio/ ; 

| Isi.'a name to any thinEf He sh ^ 'eiy modest man, never 

made of Ovid’s Episties ^ translation which he 

e«?raved portrait of hinr a -ood 

iiang.s in tne hall of the Scriveners ’ f ’ picture bv Fry wdiich 

P 790 . in his ninety-third vear and Octobers 

Caiar and his memory, though filded so ^/tn 
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Volumes would be required to contain a list of his 
numerous and various acquaintance, none of whom he 
ever forgot ; and could describe and discriminate them 
all with precision and vivacity. He associated with 
persons the most widely different in mannens, abili- 
ties, lank, and accomplishments. He was at once the 
companion of the brilliant Colonel Forrester of the 
Guards, u'ho wrote “ The Polite Philosopher,” and of 
awkward and uncouth Robert Levet ; of Lord 
rhurlow, and Mr. Sastres, the Italian master: and 
has dined one day with the beautiful, gay, and fasci- 
nating Lady Craven, and the next with good Mrs 
(jrardiner, the tallow-chandler, on Snow-hill. 

On my expressing my wonder at his discovering so 
much of the knowledge peculiar to different professions 

^ ^ of chiefly from 

I li. Ballow," a very able man. I learnt some too from 
Lnambers ; but was not so teachable then. One is 
not willing to be taught by a young man.” When I 
expressed a wish_ to know more about Mr. Ballow 
Johnson said, “ Sir, I have seen him but once these 
twenty years. The tide of life has driven us different 
ways. ^ I was sorry at the time to hear this ; but who- 
ever quits the creeks of private connections, and fairly 
gets into the great ocean of London, will, by imper- 
ceptible degrees, unavoidably experience such cessa- 
tions of acquaintance. 

tw recollection. It was agreeable to observe 

i' f .^^^^Cl^scontent and fretfulness which too often 

molest old age. He in the summer of that year walked to Rother- 
iiithe, where he dined, and walked home in the evening He died 
on the 31st of December, 1791. ^ uiea 

^ ^ Lord Macartney, wdio, with his other distinguished qualities is 
lemarkable also for an elegant pleasantry, told me that he met 
Johnson at Lady Craven s and that he seemed jealous of anv in- 
terfetence._ (said his Lordship, smiling,) 
son p o''44 '''' account of him in Sir John Hawkins s Life of John- 

authour of an excellent Tkeatise of 
liQUlTY, printed anonymously in 1742. and lately republished with 
vep' valuable additions, by John Fonblanque. Esq 
Mr. Ballow died suddenly in London, July 26, 1782, aged seventy- 
five. and 1 .S mentioned in the Gentleman’s Magazine for that vear as 

hisYnowiedgeof Jhe old 
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“My knowledge of phy.sick, (he added,) I learnt 
from Dr. James, w'hom I helped in writing the pro- 
posals for liLs Dictionary, and also a little in the 
Dictionary itself.^ I also learnt from Dr. Lawrence, 
but was then grown more stubborn.” 

A curious incident happened to-day, while Mr. 
Ihrale and I sat with him. Francis announced that 
a Jarge packet was brought to him from the post- 
office, said to hat'e come from Lisbon, and it -was 
charged sive/t pounds fen sAil/i/igs. He would not 
receive it, suppo.sing it to be some trick, nor did he 
even look at it. But upon enquiry afterwards he 
found that it was a real packet for him, from that 
very friend in the East-Indies of whom he had been 
speaking ; and the ship which carried it having come 
to Portugal, this packet, with others, had been put 
into tiie post-office at Lisbon. 

I mentioned a new gaming-club, of which Mr. 
Beauclerk had given me an account, where the 
members played to a desperate extent. Johnson. 

“ Depend upon it, .Sir, this is mere talk. Who is 
ruined by gaming? You will not find six instances 
in an age. There is a strange rout made about deep 
pkty : whereas you have many more people ruined by 
adventurous trade, and yet we do not hear such an 
outcry against it.” Thrale. “There may be few 
people absolutely ruined by deep play; but very 
many are much hurt in their circumstances by it.” 
J0HN.SON. “Yes, Sir, and so are very many by other 
kinds of expence.” I had heard him talk once before 
in the same manner; and at Oxford he said “he 
wished he had learned to play at cards.” The ’truth 
however, is, that he loved to display his ingenuity in 
argument ; and therefore would sometimes in con- 
versation maintain opinions which he was sensible 
were wrong, but in supporting which his reasoning 
and wit would be most conspicuous. He would 
bs,^n thus: “Why, Sir, as to 'the good or eriDof 
card-playmg_” “ Now, (said Garrick,) he is thinking 

wrote £ 
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Avhich side he shall take.” Hie appeared to have 
a pleasure in contradiction, especially when any 
opinion whatever was delivered with an air of con- 
fidence; so that there was hardly any topick, if not 
one of the great truths of Religion and Morality, that 
he might not have been incited to argue, either for 
or against. Lord Elibank ^ had the highest admira- 
tion of his powers. He once observed to me, “ What- 
ever opinion Johnson maintains, I wjH not say that 
he convinces me ; but he never fails to shew me that 
he has good reasons for it.” I have heard Johnson 
pay his Lordship this high compliment : 

I never was in Lord Elibank’s company without 
learning something.” 

We sat together till it was too late for the afternoon 
service. Thrale said he had come with intention to 
go to church with us. We went at seven to evening- 
prayers at St. Clement’s church, after having drank 
coffee; an indulgence which I understood Johnson 
yielded to on this occasion in compliment to Thrale. 

On Sunday, April 7, Easter-day, after having been 
at St. Paul’s cathedral, I came to Dr. Johnson, ac- 
cording to my usual custom. It seemed to me that 
there was always something peculiarly mild and placid 
in his manner upon this holy festival, the commemo- 
ration of the most joyful event in the history of our 
world, the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, 
who, having triumphed over death and the grave, pro- 
claimed immortality to mankind, 

I repeated to him an argument of a lady of my 
acquaintance, who maintained that her husband’s 
having been guilty of numberless infidelities released 
her from conjugal obligations, because they were 
reciprocal. Johnson. This is miserable stuff, Sir. 
To the contract of marriage, besides the man and 
wife, there is a third party — Society ; and if it be 
considered as a vow — God : and, therefore, it cannot 
be dissolved by their consent alone. I.aws are not 
made for particular cases, but for men in general. A 
woman may be unhappy with her husband ; but she 
^ Patrick, Lord Elibank, who died in 1778. 
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_ “ My knowledge of physick, (he added,) I learnt 
trom Dr. James, whom I helped in writing the pro- 
posals for his Dictionary, and also a little in the 
Dictionary itself.^ I also learnt from Dr. Lawrence, 
but was then grown more stubborn.” 

A curious incident happened to-day, while Mr. 
I hrale and I sat with him. Francis announced that 
a large packet was brought to him from the post- 
office, said to have come from Lisbon, and it was 
charged seven pounds ten shillings. He would not 
receive it, supipsing it to be some trick, nor did he 
even look at it. But upon enquiry afterwards he 
found that it was a real packet for him, from that 
very Wend in the East-Indies of whom he had been 
speaking ; and the ship which carried it having come 
to Portugal, this packet, with others, had been put 
into the post-office at Lisbon. 

^ I mentioned a new gaming-club, of which Mr. 
Beauclerk had given me an account, where the 
members played to a desperate extent. Johnson. 
“Depend upon it. Sir, this is mere talk. Who is 
ruined by gaming? You will not find six instances 
in an age. 1 Here is a strange rout made about deep 
play : whereas you have many more people ruined by 
adventuious trade, and yet we do not hear such an 
outcry against it.” Thrai.e. “There may be few 
people absolutely ruined by deep play; but very 
many are much hurt in their circumstances by it.” 
Johnson. “\ e.s, Sir, and so are very many by other 
kinds of expence.” I had heard him talk once before 
in the same manner; and at Oxford he said, “he 
rvished he had learned to play at cards.” The truth 
however, is, that he loved to display his ingenuity in 
argument; and therefore would sometimes in con- 
versation maintain opinions which he was sensible 
rrere wrong, but in supporting which his reasoning 
and rut would be most conspicuoas. He would 
be^n thus ; “ Why, Sir, as to the good or evil of 
card-playing_” “ Now, (said Garrick,) he is thinking 
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Avhich side he shall take.” He appeared to have 
a pleasure in contradiction, especially when any 
opinion whatever was delivered with an air of con- 
fidence : so that there was hardly any topick, if not 
one of the great truths of Religion and Morality, that 
he might not have been incited to argue, either for 
or against. Lord Elibank ^ had the highest admira- 
tion of his powers. He once observed to me, What- 
ever opinion Johnson maintains, I will not say that 
he convinces me ; but he never fails to shew me that 
he has good reasons for it.” I have heard Johnson 
pay his Lordship this high compliment : 

never was in Lord Elibank’s comjDany without 
learning something.” 

We sat together till it was too late for the afternoon 
service. Tlirale said he had come with intention to 
go to church with us. We went at seven to evening 
prayers at St. Clement’s church, after having drank 
coffee; an indulgence which I understood Johnson 
yielded to on this occasion in compliment to Thrale. 

On .Sunday, April 7, Easter-day, after having been 
at St. Paul’s cathedral, I came to Dr. Johnson, ac- 
cording to my usual custom. It seemed to me that 
there was always something peculiarly mild and placid 
in his manner upon this holy festival, the commemo- 
ration of the most joyful event in the history of our 
world, the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, 
who, having triumphed over death and the grave, pro- 
claimed immortality to mankind. 

I repeated to him an argument of a lady of my 
acquaintance, who maintained that her husband’s 
having been guilty of numberless infidelities released 
her from conjugal obligations, because they were 
reciprocal. Johnson. This is miserable stuff, Sir. 
To the contract of marriage, besides the man and 
wife, there is a third party — Society ; and if it be 
considered as a vow — God : and, therefore, it cannot 
be dissolved by their consent alone. I.aws are not 
made for particular cases, but for men in general. A 
woman maybe unhappy with her husband; but she 
^ Patrick, Lord Elibank, who died in 1778. 



1 








20 . LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON 1776 

cannot be freed from him without the approbation of 
toe civil and ecclesiastical power. A man may be 
imliappy because he is not so rich as another; but 
he is not to seize upon another’s property with his 
own hand.” Bos\ve.ll. But, Sir, this lady does not 
want that the contract should be dissolved; she only 
argues that she may indulge herself in gallantries with 
equal freedom as her husband does, provided she 
'takes care not to introduce a spurious issue into his 
family. You know, Sir, what Macrobius has told of 
Julia.” ^ JoHNsox. ‘‘I’his lady of yours, Sir, I think, 
IS very fit for a brothel.” 

Mr. Macbean, authour of the “Dictionary of 
Ancient ^Geograpiiy,” came in. He mentioned that 
iie had been ^ forty years absent from Scotland, “ Ah, 
Jloswell ! (said Johnson, smiling,) what would you 
give to be forty years from Scotland ? ” I said, “ I 
snoiild not like to be so long absent from the seat of 
my micestors.” This gentleman, Mrs. Williams, and 
Mr. Le\'et, dined with us. 

Dr. Johnson made a remark, which both Mr. Mac- 
bean and I thought new. It was this : that “ the law 
agamst usury is for the protection of creditors as well 
as debtors ; for if there were no such check, people 
would be apt, from the temptation of great interest, 
i(i lend_ to desperate persons, by whom they would 
iose their money. Accordingly there are instances of 
iadies bemg ruined by having injudiciously sunk their 
i^ortunes for high annuities, which, after a few years 
ceased to be paid, in consequence of the ruined cir- 
cumstances of the borrower.” 

Mrs. Williams was very peevish ; and I wondered 
at Joniison s patience with her now, as I had often 
done on similar occasions. The truth is that his 
humane consideration of the forlorn and indiffent 
state 111 which this lady was left by her father, induced 
nim to treat her with the utmost tenderness, ^nd even 
procuring her amusement, so as 
sometimes to incommode many of his friends by 
carrpng her with him to their houses, where, from her 
tntm nisi navi plena (olio vectomnl'-Uh. ii. c. v. 
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manner of eating, in consequence of her blindness 
she could not but offend the delicacy of j)ersons o 
nice sensations. 

After coffee, we went to afternoon service in St 
Clement’s church. Observing some beggars in tht 
street as we walked along, I said to him,"l siipposec 
there was no civilized country in the world where the 
misery of want in the lo^vest classes of the people wa^ 
prevented. Johnson. ‘‘ I believe, Sir, there is not 
but it is better that some should be unhappy than 
that none should be happy, which would be the case: 
in a general state of equality.” 

When the service was ended, I went home vritii 
him, and we sat quietly by ourselves. He recom- 
mended Dr. Cheyne’s books. I said I thought 
Cheyne had been reckoned v;himsical. — So he was, 
(said he,) in some things ; but there is no end of 
objections. There are few books to \vhich some 
objection or other may not be made.” He added, 
“ I would not have you read any thing else of Clie\-ne 
but his book on Health, and his ‘ English ^lalady.’ ” 

LTpon the question whether a man who had been 
guilty of vicious actions would do well to force him- 
self into solitude and sadness: Johnson. ‘'No, Sir, 
unless it prevent him from being vicious again. With 
some people gloomy penitence is only madness turned 
upside down. A man may be gloomy, till, in order 
to be relieved from gloom, he has recourse again to 
criminal indulgencies.” 

On Wednesday, April lo, I dined with him at Hr. 
Thrale’s, where were Mr. Murphy and some other 
company. Before dinner, Dr. Johnson and I passed 
some time by ourselves. I was sorry to ilnd it wa.s 
now resolved that the proposed journey to Italy 
should not take place this year. Pie said, “I air. 
disappointed, to be sure p but it is not a great dis- 
appointment.” I wondered to see him bear, with a 
philosophical calmness, wEat would have made most 
people peevish and fretful. I perceived, howover, 
that he had so wnrmly cherished the hope of enjoying 
classical scenes that he could not easilv nart with the 
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scheme ; for he said, I shall probably contrive to 
get to Italy some other way. But I won’t mention it 
to Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, as it might vex them.” I 
suggested that going to Italy might have done Mr. 
and Mrs. Thrale good. Johnson. “ I rather believe 
not, Sir. While grief is fresh, every attempt to divert , 
only irritates. You must wait till grief be digested^ 
and then amusement will dissipate the remains of it.” 

^ At dinner, Mr. Murphy entertained us with the 
history of Mr. Joseph Simpson, a schoolfellow of Dr. 
Johnson’s, a barrister at law, of good parts, but who 
fell into a dissipated course of life, incompatible with 
that success in his profession which he once had, and 
would otherwise have deservedly maintained ; yet he 
still preserved a dignity in his deportment. He wrote 
a tragedy on the story of Leonidas, entitled “The 
Patriot.” He read it to a company of lawyers, who 
found so many Hults that he wrote it over again : so 
then tiiere were two tragedies on the same subject 
and with the same title. Dr. Johnson told us that 
one of them was still in his possession. This very 
piece was, after his death, published by some person 
who had been about him, and, for the sake of a little 
hasty profit, was fallaciously advertised, so- as to 
make it be believed to have been written b}^ Johnson 
himself "4 

I said I disliked the custom which some people 
had of bringing their children into company, because 
It m a manner forced us to pay foolish compliments 
to please their parents. Johnson. “ You are right, 

Sir. We may be excused for not caring much about 
other people’s children, for there are many who care 
very little about their own children. It may be ob- 
served, that men, who from being engaged in business, 
or from their course of life in whatever wav, seldom 
see tnem children, do not care much about them. 

1 myself should not have had much fondness for a 
caild of my own.”. Mrs. Thrale. “ Nay, S.ir bow 
can you teUc so?” JoHNso^^ “At least I never 
wtsW to have a child.” 

•"m Murphy- mentioned Dr. Johnson’s havincr a 
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design to publish an edition of Cowley. Johnson 
said, he did not know but be should ; and he expressed 
his disapprobation of Dr. Hurd, for having published 
a mutilated edition under the title of ‘‘ Select Works 
of Abraham Cowley.” Mr. Murphy thought it a bad 
precedent ; observing that any authour might be used 
in the same manner ; and that it was pleasing to see 
the variety of an authour’s compositions at different 
periods. 

We talked of Flatman’s Poems ; and Mrs. Thrale 
observed that Pope had partly borrowed from him 

The dying Christian to his Soul.” Johnson repeated 
Rochester’s verses upon Flatman, which I think by 
much too severe : 

"'‘Nor that slow drudge in swift Pindarick strains, 

Flatman, who Cowley imitates with pains, 

And rides a jaded Muse, whipt wdth loose reins.” 

I like to recollect all the passages that I heard John- 
son repeat : it stamps a value on them. 

He told us that the book entitled “The Lives of 
the Poets,” by Mr. Cibber, was entirely compiled by 
Mr. Shiels,^ a Scotchman, one of his amanuenses. 

i In the Monthly Review for May, 1792, there is such a correction 
of the above passage as I should think myself very culpable not to 
subjoin. “This account is very inaccurate. The following state- 
ment of facts we know to be true, in every material circumstance : — 
Shiels was the principal collector and digester of the materials for 
the work ; but as he was very raw in authourship, an indifferent 
writer in prose, and his language full of Scotticisms, Cibber, who 
was a clever, lively fellow, and then soliciting employment among 
the booksellers, was engaged to correct the style and diction of the 
whole work, then intended to make only four volumes, with power 
to alter, expunge, or add, as he liked. He was also to supply noUs, 
occasionally, especially concerning those dramatick poets \yith whom 
he had been chiefly conversant. He also engaged to write several 
of the Lives ; which, (as we are told,) he, accordingly, performed. 
He was farther useful in striking out the Jacobitical and Tory sen- 
timents, which Shiels had industriously interspersed wherever he 
could bring them in -and as the success of the work appeared, 
after all, very doubtful, he was content with twenty-one pounds for 
his labour besides a few sets of the books, to disperse among his 
friends.— '-hiels had nearly seventy pounds, beside the advantage 
of many of the best Lives in the work being communicated by friends 
to the undertaking ; and for w'hich Mr. Shiels had the same con- 
sideration as for the rest, being paid by the sheet for the whole. 
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The bookseliers, (said he,) gave Theophilus Cibber, 
who was then in prison, ten guineas, to allow Mr. 
CibikT to be put upon the title-page, as the authoiir; 
by this, a double imposition was intended : in the 
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He was, liowever, so angi-y with his Whn’ggish supervisor, (The 
nke lus huiser, being a violent stickler for the political principles 
umcn |.)revai!ed in the reign of George the Second, ) for so iinmerci- 
fuh.y nuitilating his copy, and scouting his politicks, that he wrote 
ynbljcr a challenge : but was prevented from sending it bv the pub- 
iislicr, who fairly laughed him out of his fury. I'he proprietors, 
tor>, were discontented, in the end, on account of Mr. Cibber’s uni 
(WjOected industry ; for has con‘eeti(.)ns and alterations in the proof- 
sheets were so numerous and considerable, that the printer made 
for ineni a grievous addition to his bill; and, in line, all parties 
vyeie dissatisfied. On the whole, tile work was productive of no 
[)i olit fcO tJtc undertakers, wlio had agreed, in case of success, to 
iiia.',e Libber a present ot some addition to the twenty guineas which 
he nao reemved, and for which his receipt is now in the booksellers' 
aauus. We are forther assured that he actually obtained an addi- 
" >’™ 'e. soon after, (in the year 1758,) unfortunately 
tmuabv> (1 iur Dublin, on an, engagement for one of the theatres 
^ was cast away, and every person on board 
l <nTrat. 1 lere vyere about sixty passengers, among whom w^as 
jiropi'-i fv "" Diogneda, with many other persons of consequence and 

compilernent pass for 

the „obv of old Mr. C,ibber, the charges seem to have been founded 
0 .. a somewhat uncharitable construction. We are assured that the 
li pt harboured by some of tl,e proprieto"s“Cho m-e still 

am..,, mid ut iiope that it did not occur to the first desio-ner of 

dutucie;." " ^ 

" W e have been induced to enter thus circunistantiallv into 

not ‘ a very sturdv moi-dkt 'rkiH 1 ceitain that was 

satisfactory Tt is hi;™.;,- to CV'C 

Johnson does not rest solely upon nNeNd rfh f 
lor ho himself has published it in hil HfCr u “"''^'’satioii ; 
says, "the inanuscrim S Shllk V .. Hammond, where he 

probably he had trusted to ShiekC possession.” Very 

is tocoLare k wiih . Tte Lirel of he iw “ 

Mr, Cibber's name. What became nf th Py Wished under 

i should have liked much to edmine it l"lunnn''''Pi ^ 

the fire in that iiiiDetuous cnrnhi,=B- !‘ !• thrown 

l. lfemk rashly executed when morituUdus^^ 
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farst place, that it was the work of a Cibber at all • 

Gibbet’ of old 

Mr. Murphy said that “ The Memoirs of Gray’s 

points dM™ fo “ ' estimation than his 

potms did, foi you there sav/ a man constantly at 

work in literature. Johnson acquiesced in this /but 

^ thought very unreasonably. 
Fe he said, I forced myself to read it, only because 
It w-as a common topick of conversation I found k 

rSd tS /”""”/’] it is fit for the 

second tabfo. Why he tnought so I was at a loss to 

conceiye. He now gave it as his opinion that 4ken 
side was a supenour poet both to Gray and Mason ” 
lalking of the Reviews, Johnson said, think 
tio not know an bstance of 
paitial ty. He mentioned tvhat had passed upon the 
subject of the Monthly and Critical Revieivs,^ he 
conversation with which his Majesty had honoured 

ina ^ this even- 

ing. The Monthly Reviewers (said he) are not 

Deists, but they are Christians with as little Chris- 
tianity as may be ; and are for pulling down all estab- 
lishments._ The Critical Reviewers are for supportino- 
the constitution both in Church and state ' The 
Critical Reviewers, I believe, often review without 
reading the books through j but lay hold of a topick 
and write chiefly from their own minds. The Monthlv 

j/ook/forougfo”'^’'”"' the 

He talked of Lord Lyttelton’s extreme anxiety as 
an authour; observing, that “he W'as thirty years in 
preparing his History, and that he employed a man to 
pomt It for him; as if (laughing) another man could 
point Ins sense better than himself.” Mr Murphy- 
said he understood his history was kept back several 
years for fear of Smollett. Johnson. “This seem.s 
strange to Murphy and me, wdio never felt that anxiety 
but sent what w-e wrote to the press, and let it take its 

' [Johnson's opinions concerning the Monthly and Critical Re- 
views would not be accurate now [1803 ].— Blakewcvy.] 
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chaoceJ’ Mrs, Thrale. “The time has been, Sir, 
\vhen you felt it.'’ ■ Johnson. “MTy really, Madam, 
I do not recollect a time when that was the case.” 

Talking of “The Spectator,” he said, “It is wonderful 
that there is such a proportion of bad papers, in the 
half of the work which was not written by Addison : 
for there was ail the world to write that half, yet not a 
half of that half is good. One of the finest pieces in 
the English language is the paper on Novelty, yet we 
do not hear it talked of. It was written by Grove, a 
dissenting teacher,'^ He would not, I perceived, call 
him a dcrgynian^ though he was candid enough to 
allow very great merit to his composition. Mr. Murphy 
said he remembered when there were several people 
alive in London who enjoyed a considerable reputation 
merely from having written a paper in “The Spectator.” 
He mentioned particularly Mr. Ince, who used to fre- 
quent Tonrs colTee-house. “But (said Johnson,) you 
must consider how highly Steele speaks of Mr. Ince.” 
Fie would not allow that the paper on carrying a boy 
to travel, signed Philip Homebred, which was reported 
to be written by the Lord Chancellor Flardwicke, had 
merit. He said “ it was quite vulgar, and had notliina* 
luminous.” 

Johnson mentioned Dr. Barry’s ^ Syste'm'of Physick. 

“ He was man (said he,) who had acquired a high 
reputation in Dublin, came over to ^England, and 
brought his reputation with him, but had not great 
success. Flis notion was that pulsation occasions 
death by ^ attrition ; and that, therefore, the way to 
preset ve life is to retard pulsation. But we know that 
pulsation is-strongest in infants, and that we increase 
in growth while it operates in its regular course : so it 
cannot be the cause of destruction.” Soon after this, 
he saici something very flattering to Mrs. Thrale, which 
I do not recoHect: but it concluded with wishing her 
long life. Sir, (said I,) if Dr. Barry’s system be true, 
you have now ^shortened Mrs. Thrale’s life, perhaps, 
Home minutes, by accelerating her pulsation.” 

riiursday, April ii, I dined with him at General 
^ Sir Edward Barry, Baronet. 
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Paoli’s, in whose house I now resided, and where I had 
ever afterwards the honour of being entertained with 
the kindest attention as his constant guest, while I \vas 
in London, till I had a house of my own there. I 
mentioned my having that morning introduced to Mr. 
Garrick Count Neni, a Flemish nobleman of great 
rank and fortune, to whom Garrick talked of Abel 
Drugger as a small part ; and related, with pleasant 
vanity, that a Frenchman, who had seen him in one 
of his low characters, exclaimed, '' Comment ! je ne le 
crois pas, Ce liest pas Monsieur Garrick, ce grand 
hommeC' Garrick added, with an appearance of 
grave recollection, “ If I were to begin life again, I 
think I should not play those low characters.” Upon 
which I observed, Sir, you wmuld be in the wrong ; for 
your great excellence is your variety of playing, your 
representing so well characters so very different. 
TohnsOxN. “ Garrick, Sir, was not in earnest in ^ what 
he said ; for, to be sure, his peculiar excellence is his 
variety ; and, perhaps, there is not any one character 
which has not been as well acted by somebody else 
as he could do it.” Boswell. “Why then, Sir, did 
he talk so?” Johnson. “Why, Sir, to make you 
answer as you did.” Boswell. “I don’t know. Sir j 
he seemed to dip deep into his mind for the reflection.” 
Johnson. “ He had not far to dip, Sir ; he had said 
the same thing, probably, twenty times before.” 

Of a nobleman raised at a very early period to high 
office, he said, “ Flis parts. Sir, are pretty well for a 
Lord ; but would not be distinguished in a man who 
had nothing else but his parts.” 

A journey to Italy was still in his thoughts. He 
said, “A man who has not been in Italy is always 
conscious of an inferiority, from his not having seen 
what it is expected a man should see. The grand 
object of travelling is to see the shores of the Medi- 
terranean. On those shores were the four great 
Empires of the world; the Assyrian, the Persian, the 
Grecian, and the Roman.— All our religion, almost all 
our law, almost all our arts, almost all that sets us 
above savages, has come to us from the shores of the 
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Mediterranean.'’ The General observed that ^'The 
Mediterranean would be a noble subject for a 
poem/’ 

AFe talked of translation. I said I could not define 
It, nt>r could I think of a similitude to illustrate it; but 
that it appeared to me the translation of poetry could 
be only imitation. Johnson. “ You may translate 
books of science exactly. You may also translate 
Iristory, in so far as it is not embellished with oratory, 
which is poetical. Poetry, indeed, cannot be trans- 
lated: and, therefore, it is the poets that preserve 
languages ; for we would not be at the trouble to learn 
a language if we could have all that is written in it 
just as well in a translation. But as the beauties of 
poetry cannot be preserved in any language except 
that in which it was originally written, we learn the 
language.” 

^ gentleman maintained that the art of printing had 
iiuit leal learning, by disseminating idle writings. — 
Johnson. Sir, il it had not been for the art of print- 
ing we should now have no learning at all; for books 
»\ould haee jDeiished faster than they could have been 
transcribed. Ibis observation seems not just, con- 
siaermg tor how many ages books were preserved by 
writing alone. ^ 

_lhe same gentleman maintained that a general 
ohiiision of knowledge among a people wras a dis- 
ach-antage; for it made the vulgar rise above their 
aurnble sphere. Johnson. Sir, while knowledge is 
a Gistmction those who are possessed of it will naturally 
rise above those who are not. Merely to read and 
write was a distinction at first; but we see when read- 
ing mid writing have become general the common 
people keep their stations. And so, were higher 
tte same ^^ecome general, the effect would be 

■isilgiasgS'S 
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“ Goldsmith (he saidj) referred every thing to 
vanity ; his virtues, and his vices too, were from that 
motive. He was not a social man. He never ex- 
changed mind with you.” 

We spent the evening at Mr, Hoole’s. Mr. Mickle, 
the excellent translator of ‘‘ The Lusiad,” w'as there. 

I have preserved little of the conversation of this 
evening. Dr. Johnson said, “Thomson had a true 
poetical genius, the power of viewing every thing in 
a poetical light. His fault is such a cloud of w^ords 
sometimes that the sense can hardly peep through. 

Shiels, wTo compiled ^Cibber’s Lives of the Poets,’ ^ 
w^as one day sitting with me. I took dowm Thomson, 
and read aloud a large portion of him, and then 
asked, — Is not this fine? Shiels having expressed 
the highest admiration. Well, .Sir, (said I,) I have 
omitted every other line.” 

I related a dispute betw’een Goldsmith and Mr. 

Robert Dodsley, one day when they and I w^ere 
dining at Tom I)avies’s, in 1762. Goldsmith asserted 
that there wvis no poetry produced in this age. Dods- 
ley appealed to his own Collection, and maintained 
that, though you could not find a palace like Dryden’s 
“ Ode on St. Cecilia’s Day,” you had villages com- 
posed of very pretty houses ; and he mentioned par- 
ticularly “ The Spleen.” Johnson. “ I think Dodsley 
gave up the question. He and Goldsmith said the 
same thing ; only he said it in a softer manner than 
Goldsmith did; for he acknowdedged that there was 
no poetry, nothing that townred above the common 
mark. You may find wdt and humour in verse, and 
yet no poetry. ‘ Hudibras ’ has a profusion of these ; 
yet it is not to be reckoned a poem. ‘ The Spleen,’ 
in Dodsley’s collection, on which you say he chiefly 
rested, is not poetry.” BosvrELL. “ Does not Gray’s 
poetry. Sir, tow^er above the common mark?” John- 
son. “ Y'es, Sir; but we must attend to the difference 
between what men in general cannot do if they 
W'Ould, and wLat every man may do if he w’ould : 


^ See aufe, Note, p. 23, &c. 
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Sixteen-string Jack^ towered above the common 
mark.'' Boswell. '^Then, Sir, what is poetr}'^^/ ' 
Johnson. ‘"'Why, Sir, it is much easier to say what it 
is not. We all kno 7 D what light is ; but it is not 
easy to tell what it is.” 

On Friday, April 12, I dined with him at our 
friend Tom Davies's, where we met Mr. Cradock, 
of Leicestershire, authour of ‘‘Zobeide,” a tragedy ; 
a very pleasing gentleman, to whom my friend Dr. 
Farmer's very excellent Essay on the Learning of 
Shakspeare is addressed; and Dr. Flarwood, who 
has written and published various works ; particularly 
a fantastical translation of the New Testament, in 
modern phrase, and with a Socinian twist. 

I introduced Aristotle’s doctrine in his “Art of 
Poetry,” ol “ the KaSapats rCov TaOrjpidTityv, the purging 
of the passions,” as the purpose of tragedy.^ “But 
how are the passions to be purged by terrour and 
pity?” (said f, with an assumed air of ignorance, to 
incite him to talk, for which it was often necessary to 
employ -some address). Johnson. “Why, Sir, you 
are to consider what is the meaning of purging in the 
original sense. It is to expel impurities from the 
human body. The mind is subject to the same im- 
perfection. The passions are the great movers of 
human actions; but they are mixed with such im- 
purities that it is necessary they should be purged or 
refined by means of terrour and pity. For instance, 
ambition is a noble passion ; but by seeing upon the 
stage that a man who is so excessively ambitious 
as to raise himself by injustice is punished, we are 
..errified at the fatal consequences of such a passion. 

In the same manner a certain degree of resentment is 

1 A noted highwayman, who, after having been several times tried 
and acquitted, was at last hanged. He was remarkable for foppery 
m m& dress, and particularly for wearing a buncli of sixteen strings 
at die linees of his breeches. 

" ‘‘Jee an ingenious BIssay on this subject by the late Dr. Moor 
oreek professor at Glasgow. V 

[See also a learned note on this passage of Aristotle bv Map 
iwming, m Ins admirable translation of the Poeticks, in which the 
.anous explanations of other criticks are considered, and in which 
Dp Moors tvssay is particularly discussed, -J. Bosvvell.] 
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necessary ; but if we see that a man carries it too far 
we pity the object of it, and are taught to moderate 
that passion.” My record upon this occasion does 
great injustice to Johnson’s expression, which was so 
forcible and brilliant that Mr. Cradock whispered me, 

0 that his words were written in a book 1” 

1 observed the great defect of the tragedy of 
''Othello” was that it had not a moral ; for that no 
man could resist the circumstances of suspicion which 
were artfully suggested to Othello’s mind. Johnson. 
"In the first place, Sir, we learn from ' Othello ’ this 
very useful moral, not to make an unequal match ; in 
the' second place, we learn not to yield too readily to 
suspicion. The handkerchief is merely a trick, though 
a very pretty trick ; but there are no other circum- 
stances of reasonable suspicion, except what is related 
by lago of Cassio’s warm expressions concerning 
Desdemona in his sleep ; and that depended entirely 
upon the assertion of one man. No, Sir, I think 
' Othello ’ has more moral than almost any play.” 

Talking of a penurious gentleman of our acquaint- 
ance, Johnson said, Sir, he is nariw, not so much 
from avarice, as from impotence to spend his money. 
He cannot find in his heart to pour out a bottle of 
wine j but he would not much care if it should sour.” 

He said he wished to see John Dennis’s “ Critical 
Works ” collected. Davies said they would not sell. 
Dr. Johnson seemed to think otherwise. 

Davies said of a well known dramatick authour 
that “ he lived upon potted stories^ and that he made 
his way as Hannibal did, by vinegar; having begun 
by attacking people, particularly the players.” 

He reminded Dr. Johnson of Mr. Murphy’s having 
paid him the highest compliment that ever was paid 
to a layman, by asking his pardon for repeating some 
oaths in the course of telling a story. 

Johnson and I supped this evening at the Crown 
and Anchor tavern, in company with Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds, Mr. Langton, Mr. Nairne, now one of the 
Scotch. Judges, with the title of Lord Dunsina,D, and 
my very worthy friend, Sir William Forbes, of Pitsligo. 
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We discussed the question whether drinking im- 
proved conversation and benevolence. Sir Joshua 
maintained it did. Johnson. “ No, Sir: before dinner 
men meet with great inequality of understanding ; and 
those who are conscious of their inferiority have the 
modesty not to talk. When they have drunk wine, 
every man feels himself happy, and loses that modesty,^ 
and grows impudent and vociferous : but heis-not im- 
proved ; he is only not sensible of his defects.” Sir 
Joshua said the Doctor was talking of the effects of 
excess in wine ; but that a moderate glass enlivened 
the mind, by giving a proper circulation to the blood. 

‘‘ I am, (said he,) in very good spirits, when I get up 
ill the morning. By dinner-time I am exhausted ; 
wine puts me in the same state as when I got up : and 
[ am sure that moderate drinking makes people talk 
better. Johnson. “No, Sir; wine gives not light, 
gay, ideal hilarity ; but tumultuous, noisy, clamorous 
me,i timeiit. I have heard none of those drunken, — 
nay, drunken is a coarse word, — none of those vinous 
flights.” Sir Joshua. “ Because you have sat by, 
quite sober, and felt an envy of the happiness of those 
YwK) were drinking.” Johnson. “Perhaps, contempt. 
— Anu, Sir, it is not necessary to be drunk one’s self 
to relish the wit of drimkenness. Do we not judge 
of tile drunken wit of the dialogue between lago and 
Cassio, the niost excellent in its kind, when we are 
quite sober ? J^Vit is wit, by whatever means it is pro- 
duced ; and, if good, will appear so at all times. I 
admit that the spirits are raised by drinking, as by the 
common participation of any pleasure : cock-fighting 
or bear-baiting, will raise the spirits of a company, as 
di inking does, though surely they will not improve 
conversation. I also admit that there are some 
sluggish men who are improved by drinking ; as there 
are fruits which are not good till they are rotten. 

ilfow to? "medlars. I indeed 

Jlott that there have been a very few men of talents 

who were improved by drinking; but I maintain that 

.!nfl 1 f ® drinJdng in general- 

let It be considered that there is no posi^n, 


ON DRINKING 
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however false in its universality, which is not true (S 
some particular man.” Sir William Forbes said, 
“ Might not a man warmed with wine be like a bottle 
of beer, which is made brisker by being set before 
the fire?” — ^'Nay, (said Johnson, laughing,) i cannot 
answer that : that is too much for me.” 

I observed that wine did some people harm, by 
inflaming, confusing, and irritating their minds : but 
that the experience of mankind had declared in favour 
of moderate drinking. Johnson. ‘'Sir, I do not say 
it is wrong to produce self-complacency by drinking : 
I only deny that it improves the mind. When I drank 
wine, I scorned to drink it when in compan}-. 1 have 
drunk many a bottle by myself ; in the first place, 
because I had need of it to raise my spirits ; in the 
second place, because I would have nobody to ydtness 
its effects upon me.” 

He told us, “ almost all his Ramblers were written 
just as they were w^anted for the press ; that he sent 
a certain portion of the copy of an essay, and wrote 
the remainder while the former part of it was print- 
ing. When it was wanted, and he had fairly sat down 
to it, he was sure it would be done.” 

He said that for general improvement a man should 
read whatever his immediate inclination prompts him 
to ; though to be sure, if a man has a science to learn, 
he must regularly and resolutely advance. He added, 
“ what we read with inclination makes a much stronger 
impression. If we read without inclination, half the 
mind is employed in fixing the attention ; so there is 
but one half to be employed on what we read.” He 
told us he read Fielding’s “ Amelia ” through without 
stopping.^ He said, if a man begins to read in the 


i We have here an involuntary testimony to the excellence of this 
admirable writer, to whom we have seen that Dr. Johnson directly 
allowed so little merit. 

[Johnson appears to have been particularly pleased wiih the 
character of the heroine of this novel. “His attention to veracity 
(says Mrs. Piozzi) was without equal or example ; ” and when _ I 
mentioned Clarissa as a perfect character, “On the contrary, (said 
he,) you may observe there is always something which she prefers 
to truth. ’’ “ Fielding’s Amelia was the most pleasing heroine of all 

the romances, (he said,) but that vile broken nose, never cured, 
VOL. II. C 
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middle of a book, arid feels an inclination to go on, 
\ci him not quit it to go to the beginning. He may 
jicrhaps not feel again the inclination.” 

Sir Joshua mentioned Mr. Cumberland’s Odes, 
'.viiich were just published. Johnson. “ Why, Sir, 
liiey would have been thought as good as Odes com- 
monly are, if Cumberland had not put his name to 
them ; but a name immediately draws censure, unless 
it he a name that bears down every thing before it. 
Nay, Cumberland has made his Odes subsidiary to 
tile fame of anodier iiian.^ They might have run well 
enough by themselves ; but he has not only loaded 
them with a name, but has made them carry double.” 

\Vq talked of the Reviews, and Dr. Johnson spoke 
<jf tiicm as he did at Thrale’s.^ Sir Joshua said, what 
1 have often thought, that he wondered to find so 
mucli ' good writing employed in them when the 
auiiji>iirs were to remain unknown, and so could not 
have the motive of fame. Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, those 
vriio write in them, write well in order tOo[l;)e paid 
well.” 

Soon after this day, he went to Bath with Mr. and 
Mrs. Thrale. I had never seen that beautiful city, 
ami wished to take the opportunity of visiting it 
while Johnson was there. Having written to him, I 
received the following answer. 


‘^To James Boswell, Esq. 

•'* DEAR SIR, 

Why do you talk of neglect ? When did I 
nealcM t you ? If you will come to Bath, we shall all 
be glad to see you. Come, therefore, as soon as you 

Fut I have a little business for you at London. 
Lid Francis look in the paper drawer of the chest of 

the pie of perhaps the only book, which beinv printed off 
i.iiolipedj betmies one morning, a new edition was called for before 
Anecdotes, p. 221. ~M.] 

;_Mr. Romney, the painter, who has now deservedly established 
i '1' n' I reputation. " 

‘ 25 of this volume. 
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drawers in my bed-chamber, for two cases ; one for 
the Attorney-General, and one for the Solicitor-General. 
They lie, I think, at the top of my papers ; otherwise 
they are somewhere else, and will give me more 

trouble. . , t i i 

“ Please to write to me immediately, if they can be 
found. Make my compliments to all our friends round 
the world, and to Mrs. Williams at home. 

“ I am, Sir, your, &c. 

'‘Sam. Johnson,” 

"Search for the papers as soon as you can, that, if 
it is necessary, I may write to you again before you 
come down.” 

On the 26th of April I went to Bath; and on my 
arrival at the Pelican inn found lying for me an 
obliging invitation from Mr. and Mrs. Thiale, by 
whom I was agreeably entertained almost constantly 
during my stay. They were gone to the rooms : but 
there was a kind note from Dr. Johnson that he 
should sit at home all the evening. I went to him 
directly, and before Mr. and Mrs. Thrale returned 
we had by ourselves some hours of tea-drinking and 
talk. 

I shall group together such of his sayings as I pre- 
served during the few days that I was at Bath.^ 

Of a person who differed from him in politicks, he 
said, In private life he is a very honest gentleman ; 
but I will not allow him to be so in publick life. 
People may be honest, though they are doing wrong : 
that is, between their Maker and them. But we, who 
are suffering by their pernicious conduct, are to destroy 

them. We are sure that acts from interest. We 

know what his genuine principles were. They who 
allow their passions to confound the distinctions 
between right and wrong are criminal. They may 
be convinced ; but they have not come honestly by 
their conviction.” 

It having been mentioned, I know not^ with w-hat 
truth, that a certain female political writer, whose 
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i*. it irines he disliked, had of late become very fond of 
sat hours together at her toilet, and even put 
on rouge : — Johnson. “She is better employed at her 
U'.ika than using her pen. It is better she should be 
iud-icning her own cheeks than blackening other 
] -c; » { -le’s characters. ” 

lie told us that “Addison wrote BiidgelFs papers 
in ::a; Spectator, at least mended them so much that 
i'c made them almost his own ; and that Draper, 
T''.)nsonN partner, assured .Mrs. Johnson that the 
i.'Uich admired .Epilogue to ‘The Distressed Mother/’ 
v,iiic!i came out in Biidgeli’s name, was in reality 
wriltcn by Addison.” 

“ i'lie mode of government by one may be ill 
a.d;.p;.'.jd to a small society, but is best for a great 
n:iti«.)n. 'Fhe cliaracteristick of our own government 
at {(resent is imbecility. The magistrates dare not 
• ■all (iie guards for fear of being hanged. The guards 
wWi come for fear of being given up to the blind 
:ag<.- !>f popular juries.” 

Of the lather of one of our friends he observed., 
*’]lc never clarified his notions by filtrating them 
tlirougli other minds. He had a canal upon hisfostate,, 
wiicru at one place the bank was too low. — I dug the 
*’anni deeper,” said he. 

He told me that “ so long ago as 1748 he had read 
‘ I'lu: Hrave, a Poem,’ ^ but did not like it much.” I 
differed from him : for though it is not equal through- 
uut, and is seldom elegantly correct, it abounds in 
solemn thought, and poetical imagery beyond the 
common reach. The world has differed from him; 
i'*(r ihe poem has passed through many editions, and 
IS siiii much read by people of a serious cast of mind. 

A literary lady of large fortune was mentioned, as 

1 .-Hi sorry that there are no memoirs of the Reverend Robert 
liiiir, (Uitnour of this potan. He was the representative of the 
e.er-riMamily of Blair, of Blair, in Ayrshire, but the estate had 
l.-v--nd.:d to a female, and afterwards passed to the son of her 
‘.■yboid by another marriage. He was minister of the parish of 

i~-t.i!ieford, where Mr. John Flome was his successor; so that 
t may u-iiy be called classick ground. His son, who is of the same 
JMni'.-. ..lid a man eminent for talents and learning, is now, with 

approbation,, Solicitor-General of Scotland'.' 
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one who did good to many, but by no means by 
stealth ” and, instead of “ blushing to find it fame,” 
acted evidently from vanity. Johnson. “ I have seen 
no beings w'ho do as much good from benevolence as 
she does from whatever motive. If there are such 
under the earth, or in the clouds, I wish they would 
oome up, or come down. What Soame Jenyns says 
upon this subject is not to be minded_ ; he is a wit. 

No Sir • to act from pure benevolence is not possible 
/ tjgiugs. Human benevolence is mingled 
with vanity, interest, or some other motive.” 

He would not allow me to praise a lady then at 
Bath ; observing, “ She does not gain upon me. Sir ; 

I think her empty-headed.” He was, indeed, a stern 
critick upon characters and manners. Even^ Mrs. 

Thrale did not escape his friendly anim.adversion at 
times When he and I were one day endeavouring to 
ascertain, article by article, how one of our friends 
could possibly spend as much money m his tami y 
as he told us he did, she interrupted us by a lively 
extravagant sally, on the expence of clothing his 
children, describing it in a very ludicrous and fanciiul 
manner. Johnson -looked a little angry, and said, 

“ Nay Madam, when you are declaiming, declaim ; and 
when you are calculating, calculate.” At another time, 
when she said, perhaps affectedly, “ I don t like to 
fly.” Johnson! “ With yon7- wings, Madam, you fmist 
fly : but have a care, there are clippers abroad.” How 
very- w^ell was this said, and how fully has experience 
proVed the truth of it ! But have they not, clipped 
rather rudely, and gone a great deal closer than was 
necessary? 

A gentleman expressed a wish to go and live tniee 
years at Otaheite, or New Zealand, in order to obtain 
a full acquaintance with people so totally different 
from all that we have ever known, and be satisfied 
what pure nature can do for man. Johnson “ What 
could you learn, Sir? What can savages tell, but what ^ 

they themselves have seen ? Of the _ pasq or the | 

invisible, they can tell nothing. The inhabitants of , j 

Otaheite and New' Zealand are not in a state of pure • 
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'ir.tiir*.*; for it is plain they broke off from some other 
y.^oi/io. Had they grown out of the ground, you 
have judged of a state of pure nature. Fancifui 
0. .uih; may talk of a ni3’thoIogy being amongst them ; 

1 'It it must be invention. They have once had religion, 
e'.rich has been gradually debased. i\.nd what account 
of their religion can you suppose to be learnt £1-0111 
siv:!,vs.^ Only consider, Sir, our own state : our 
re’igif>n is in a book ; we have an order of men whose 
d:!k}’ ii is to teach it, we have one day in the week set 
a I nri for it, and this is in general pretty well observed : 
Vet ar-k the first ten gross men you meet, and hear 
w!iat tiiey can tell of their religion.’^ 

( ^n Monday, April 29, he and I made an excur- 
sion to Bristol, where I ivas entertained with seeing 
iiiin enquire upon the spot into the authenticity of 
‘•A'cm/yrT Poetr}-,” as I had seen him enquire upon 
die ^:^ot into the authenticity of “ Ossia/is Poetry.’^ 

( iL'(;ree Catcot, the pewderer, who was as zealous for 
Rowley as Dr. Hugh Blair was for Ossian, (I trust 
my Reverend Friend will excuse the comparison,) 
atteivied us at our inn, and -with a triumphant air of 
li-ogy simplicity called out, “ Pll make Dr. Johnson 
a cenvert.” Dr. Johnson, at his desire, read aloud 
some of Chattel-ton’s fabricated verses, while Catcot 
spjod at the back of his chair, moving himself like a 
j.endulum, and beating time with his feet, and now 
mid inen looking into Dr. Johnson’s face, wondering: 
that lie was not yet convinced. We called on Mn 
Barret, the surgeon, and saw some of the originals., 
;:s they were called, which were executed very artP 
:icia:]y; but from a careful inspection of them, and 
a consideration of the circumstances with which they 
were attended, we were quite satisfied of the imposture, 
which, indeed, has been clearly demonstrated from 
mternal evidence by several able criticks.l 

Honest Catcot seemed to pay no attention what- 
ever to any objections, but insisted, as an end of all 
' • 3't.JAois5q that we should go with him to the tower 
Vi .ne church of St. JNiary, Redclifi, and view with oi/r 
^ Jkli-. Tyrwhitt, Hr. Warton, Mr. Malone. 
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own exes the ancient chest in which the manuscripts 
were 'found. To this Dr. Johnson good-naturedly 
a<Jreed; and, though troubled with a shortness of 
Imeathing, laboured up a long flight of steps, till we 
came to the place where the wondrous chest stood. 

There, (said Catcot, with a bouncing confident 
credulity,) there is the very chest itself.” After this 
ocular demonstration, there was no more to be said. 
He brought to my recollection a Scotch Highlandei, 
a man of learning too, and who had seen the w’orld, 
attesting, and at the sam.e time giving his reasons for 
the authenticity of Fingal : “I have heaid all that 
poem when I was young.”— “ Have you, Sir? Pray 
what have you heard ? “ I have heard Ossian, Oscar, 

and every one of them T _ 

Johnson said of Chatterton, “This is the most 
extraordinary young man that has encountered^ my 
knowledge. It is wonderful how the whelp has written 
such things.” 

We were by no means pleased with our mn at 
Bristol. “ Let us see now', (said I,) how we should 
describe it.” Johnson was ready with his raillery. 
“Describe it, Sir? — Why, it was so bad that Boswell 
wished to be in Scotland ! ” 

After Dr. Johnson’s return to London, I was several 
times with him at his house, where I occasionally slept, 
in the room that had been assigned for me. I dined 
with him at Dr. Taylors, at General Oglethorpe’s, and 
at General Paoli’s. To avoid a tedious minuteness, 
I shall group together what I have preserved of his 
conversation during this period also, without specify- 
ing each scene w'here it passed, except one, which 
will be found so remarkable as certainly to deserve 
a very particular relation. Where the place or the 
persons do not contribute to the zest of the conversa- 
tion, it is unnecessary to encumber my page with 
mentioning them. To know of what vintage our wine 
is enables us to Judge of its value, and to drink it 
with more relish : but to have the produce of each 
vine of one vineyard, in the same year, kept separate, 
would serve no purpose. To know that our wine, (to 
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’.’SO an. advertising phrase,) is “of the stock of an 
\aih-.3Ssaboiir lately deceased ” heightens its flavour; 
!'’ji it signifies nothing to know the bin where each 
ijnltle was once deposited. 

•• Oarrick (he observed) does not play the part of 
/‘.rchtjr in ^llie Beaux Stratagem’ well. The gentle- 
man should break out through the footman, which is 
m-i the case as he does it.” 

“ W’liere there is no education, as in savage countries, 
;;K‘n will have the upper hand of women. Bodily 
strength, 110 doubt, contributes to this; but it would 
e so, exclusive of that; for it is mind that always 
go\’erriS. When it comes to dry understanding, man 
nas tile better.” 

“ 'Hie little volumes entitled ‘ Respublicm^ which are 
very well done, were a bookseller’s work.” 

“ 'J'here is much talk of the misery which we cause 
to tin; brute creation; but they are recompensed by 
-'xistunce. If they were not useful to man, and there- 
fore protected by him, they would not be nearly so 
numer(.)us.” This argument is to be found in the 
able and benignant Hutchinson’s “Moral Philosophy.” 
Hut the question is whether the animals who endure 
sLK'h sufierings of various kinds, for the service and 
enteriainment of man, would accept of existence upon 
th(.* terms on which they have it. Madame de Sevignd, 
who, tiioiigh she had many enjoyments, felt with 
delicate sensibility the prevalence of misery, com- 
plains of the task of existence having been imposed 
iqion lier without her consent,” 

“ inat man is never happy for the present is so 
true tliat all his relief from unhappiness is only for- 
getting himself for a little while. Life is a progress 
from want to want, not from enjoyment to eniov- 
ment.” ^ 

i hough many men are nominally entrusted with 
the administration of hospitals and other publick in- 
.'.titutions, almost all the good is done by one man by 
whom the rest are driven on; owing to confidence in 
nun, and mdolence in them.” 

“Lord Chesterfield’s Letters to his son, I think, 



1776 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS 4I 

might be made a very pretty book. Take cut the 
immorality, and it should be put in the hands of every 
young gentleman. An elegant manner and easiness 
of behaviour are acquired gradually and imperceptibly. 
No man can say, ‘ I’ll be genteel.’ There are ten 
genteel women for one genteel man, because they are 
more restrained. A man without some degree of 
restraint is insufferable ; but we are all less restrained 
than women. Were a woman sitting in company to 
put out her legs before her as most men do, we should 
be tempted to kick them in.” No man was a more 
attentive and nice observer of behaviour in those in 
whose company he happened to be than Johnson ; or, 
however strange it may seem to many, had a higher 
estimation of its refinements. Lord Eliot informs me 
that one clay, when Johnson and he were at dinner in 
a gentleman’s house in London, upon Lord Chester- 
field’s Letters being mentioned, Johnson surprized the 
company by this sentence : “ Every man of any educa- 
tion w^ould rather be called a rascal than accused of 
deficiency in the graces T Mr. Gibbon, who w^as 
present, turned to a lady w'ho knew Johnson well, and 
lived much with him, and in his quaint manner, tap- 
ping his box, addressed her thus : “ Don’t you think, ^ 
Madam, (looking towards Johnson,) that among all 
your acquaintance you could find one exception?” 
The lady smiled, and seemed to acquiesce. 

read (said he,) Sharpe’s Letters on Italy over 
again when I was at Bath. There is a great deal of 
matter in them.” 

“ Mrs. Williams was angry that Thrale’s family did 
not send regularly to her every time they heard from 
me while I was in the Hebrides. Little people are 
apt to be jealous: but they should not be jealous; 
for they ought to consider that superiour attention 
will necessarily be paid to superiour fortune or rank. 
Two persons may have equal merit, and on that 
account may have an equal claim to attention ; but 
one of them may have also fortune and rank, and so 
may have a double claim.” 

Talking of his notes on Shakspeare, he said, ‘‘ I 
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despise those who do not see that I am right in the 
passage where as is repeated, and ‘asses of great 
charge’ introduced. That on ‘To be, or not to be,’ 
is disputable.” ^ 

A gentleman, whom I found sitting with him one 
morning, said that in his opinion the character of an 
infidel was more detestable than that of a man notori- 
ously guilty of an atrocious crime. I differed from 
him, because we are surer of the odiotisness of the 
one than of the erroiir of the other. Johnson. “ Sir, 

I agree with him ; for the infidel would be guilty of 
any crime if he were inclined to it.” 

“ Many things which are false are transmitted from 
book to book, and gain credit in the world. One of 
these is the cry against the evil of luxury. Now the 
truth is that luxury produces much goocl. Take the 
kixiiry of buildings in London. Does it not produce 
real advantage in the conveniency and elegance of 
accommodation, and this all from the exertion of 
industry ? People will tell you, with a melancholy 
fece, how many builders are in gaol. It is plain they 
are in gaol, not for building ; for rents are not fallen. 
— A man gives half a guinea for a dish of green 
peas. Plow much gardening does this occasion ? how 
mpy labourers must the competition to have, such 
things early in the market keep in employment.^ You 
will hear it said, very gravely, ‘Why was not the half 
guinea, thus spent in luxury, given to the poor ? To 
how many might it have afforded a good meal Alas ! 
has it not gone to the indnsfriotis poor, whom it is 
better to support than the idle po^r? You are much 
suier that you are doing good when you money to 
those ^\'ho work, as the recompence of their labour, 
than when you ghe money merely in charity. Sup- 
pose the ancient luxury of a dish of peacock’s brains 
were to be revived, how many carcases would be left 

may be observed that Mr. Malone, in his very valuable 
editjon of Shakspeare, has fully vindicated Dr. Johnson from the 
pile censures which the first of these notes has given rise to Tlie 
oti'c*- passage, .which Dr. Johnson allows to be 
,gisfutaHe, he has dearly shewn to be erroneous. 
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to the poor at a cheap rate : and as to the rout that is 
made about people who are ruined by extravagance, 
it is no matter to the nation that some individuals 
suffer. When so much general productive exertion is 
the consequence of luxury, the nation does not care 
though there are debtors in gaol : nay, they would not 
care though their creditors were there too.” 

The uncommon vivacity of General Oglethorpe’s 
Blind, and variety of knowledge, having sometimes 
made his conversation seem too desultory, Johnson 
•observed, '' Oglethorpe, Sir, never €07npletes what be 
has to say,” 

He on the same account made a similar remark on 
Patrick Lord Elibank : “ Sir, there is nothing co7i- 
ihisim in his talk.” 

When I complained of having dined at a splendid 
table without hearing one sentence of conversation 
worthy of being remembered, he said, ‘'Sir, there 
seldom is any such conversation.” Boswell. “ Why 
then meet at table?” Johnson. Why to eat ami 
drink together, and to promote kindness; and, Sir, 
this is better done when there is no solid conversa- 
tion : for when there is, people differ in opinion, and 
get into bad humour, or some of the company who 
are not capable of such conversation are left out, and 
feel themselves uneasy. It was for this reason Sir 
Robert Walpole said he always talked bawdy at his 
table, because in that all could join.” 

Being irritated by hearing a gentleman ask Mr. 
Levet a variety of questions concerning him, when 
he was sitting by, he broke out, “Sir, you have but 
two topicks, yourself and me. I am sick of both.” 
“A man, (said he,) should not talk of himself, nor 
much of any particular person. He should take care 
not to be made a proverb ; and, therefore, should avoid 
having any one topick of which people can say, ‘ We 
shall hear him upon it.’ There was a Dr. Oldfield, 
who was always talking of the Duke of Marlborough. 
Pie came into a coffee house one day, and told that 
his Grace had spoken in the House of Lords for half 
an hour. “Did he indeed speak for half an hour?" 
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^sa:<l Belchier, the surgeon.) — ' Yes.’ — 'And what did 
say of Dr. Oldfield?’— ' Nothing.’— ' Why then, 
Sir, he was very ungrateful ; for Dr. Oldfield could 
;iot have spoken for a quarter of an hour without 
.saying something of him.’ ” 

“ iu-ery man is to take existence on the terms on 
uIjkm it is giv^en to him. I’o some men it is given on 
condition of not taking liberties, which other men ma\' 
lake without much harm. One may drink wine, and 
he nmthing the worse for it ; on another, wine may 
l.a’ce efiects so inflammatory as to injure him both in 
li()dy and mind, and perhaps make him commit some- 
tliiiig for which he may deserve to be hanged.” 

“ I.ord Hailes’s ' Annals of .Scotland’ have not that 
fainted form which is the taste of this age ; but it is a 
hook which will always sell, it has such a stability of 
dates, such a certainty of facts, and such a punctuality 
ei <atation. I never before read Scotch history with 
I'citanity.” 

1 ‘‘-yed him whether he would advise me to read 
die liible wita a commentary, and what commentaries 
he would recommend. Johnson. “ To be sure, Sir, 

I M ould have you read the Bible with a commentary • 
and would recommend Lowth and Patrick on the 
<tl(l I'estament, and Hammond on the New.” 

^ ^ ' luring my stay in London this spring, I solicited 
ms attention to another law case, in which I was 
engaged. In the course of a contested election for 
the J.orough of Dunfermline, which I attended as one 
ol ni.v friend Colonel (afterwards Sir Archibald) Camp- 
counsel; one of his political agents, who was 
'■uarged With liavtngbeen unfaithful to his employer 
amt Having deserted to the opposite party for a pecu- 
iiiart teirard attacked very rudely in a newspaper the 
Keverend Mr. James Thomson, one of the ministers 
ol thatpDce, on account of a supposed allusion to him 
in one of his sermons. Upon this the minister, on a 
^11 nsc^uent Sunday, arraigned him by name from the 
pulpit with some severity; and the agent, after the 

-OJU, What bribe he had received for telling so 
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many lies from the chair of verity.” I was present at 
this very extraordinary scene. The person arraigned, 
and his father and brother, who also had a share both 
of the reproof from the pulpit, and in the retaliation, 
brought an action against Mr. Thomson, in the Court 
of Session, for defamation and damages, and I was 
one of the counsel for the reverend defendant. The 
Liberty of the pnlpit was our great ground of defence; 
but we argued also on the provocation of the previous 
attack, and on the instant retaliation. The Court of 
Session, however — the fifteen Judges, who are at the 
same time the Jury — decided against the minister, 
contrary to my humble opinion ; and several of them 
expressed themselves with indignation against him. 
He was an aged gentleman, formerly a military 
chaplain, and a man of high spirit and honour. John- 
son was satisfied that the judgement was wrong, and 
dictated to me the following argument in confutation 
of it : 

Of the censure p)ronounced from the pulpit, our 
determination must be formed, as in other cases, by 
a consideration of the act itself, and the particular 
circumstances with which it is invested. 

“ The right of censure and rebuke seems necessarily 
appendant to the pastoral office. He to whom the 
care of a congregation is entrusted is considered as 
the shepherd of a flock, as the teacher of a school, as 
the father of a family. As a shepherd tending not his 
own sheep but those of his master, he is answerable 
for those that stray, and that lose themselves by stray- 
ing. But no man can be answerable for losses which 
he has not power to prevent, or for vagrancy which he 
has not authority to restrain. 

As a teacher giving instruction for wages, and 
liable to reproach, if those whom he undertakes to 
inform make no proficiency, he must have the power 
of enforcing attendance, of awakening negligence, and 
repressing contradiction. 

As a father, he possesses the paternal authority 
of admonition, rebuke, and punishment. He cannot, 
without reducing his office to an empty name, be 
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hindered from the exercise of any practice necessary 
to stimulate the idle, to reform the vicious, to check 
the petulant, and correct the stubborn. 

It we enquire into the jjractice of the primitive 
cnurchj we shall, I believe, find the ministers of the 
word exercising the whole authority of this compli^ 
cated character. We shall find them not only en- 
couraging the good by exhortation, but terrifying the 
wicked b}' reproof and denunciation. In the earliest 
ages of the Church, v/hile religion was yet pure from 
secular advantages, the punishment of sinners was 
pubiick censure, and open penance ; penalties inflicted 
merely by ecclesiastical authority, at a time while the 
Church had yet no help from the civil power; while 
the hand of the magistrate lifted only the rod of per- 
secution ; and when governours were ready to afford 
a refuge to all those who fled from clerical authority. 

I hat the Church, therefore, had once a power of 
pubiick censure is evident, because that power w^as 
frequently exercised. That it borrowed not its pow^er 
from the civil authority is likewise certain, because 
drne its enemy. 

“ The hour came at length when, after three hundred 
years of struggle and distress, Truth took possession^ 
of imperial power, and the civil laws lent their aid to 
the ecclesiastical constitutions. The magistrate from 
that time co-operated with the priest, and clerical sen- 
tences were made efficacious by secular force. But the 
state, when it came to the assistance of the Church 
hy no mtention to diminish its authority. Those 
rebukes and those censures which were lawful before 
«ere lawful .still. But they had hitherto operated only 
upon voluntary submission. The refractL and con- 
temptuous were at first in no danger of temporal 
beventie.s, e.xcept what they might suffer from^ the 
r poaches of conscience, or the “detestation o”their 

if hw religion obtained the support 

of law , If admonitions and censures had no effect they 

‘it therefore appears from ecclesiastical history 
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that the right of inflicting shame by publick censure 
has been afways considered as inherent in the Church : 
and that this right was not conferred by the civil 
power ; for it was exercised when the civil power 
operated against it. By the civil power it was never 
taken away ; for the Christian magistrate interposed 
his offlce, not to rescue sinners from censure, but to 
supply more powerful means of reformation ; to add 
pain where shame was insufficient; and when men 
were proclaimed un\vorthy of the society of the flrith- 
ful to restrain them, by imprisonment, from spreading- 
abroad the contagion of wickedness. 

It is not improbable that from this acknowledged 
power of publick censure grew in time the practice 
of auricular confession. Those who dreaded the blast 
of publick reprehension were whiling to submit them- 
selves to the priest, by a private accusation of them- 
selves; and to obtain a reconciliation whth the Church 
by a kind of clandestine absolution and invisible 
penance; conditions with which the priest would in 
times of ignorance and corruption easily comply, as 
they increased his influence by adding the knowdedge 
of secret sins to that of notorious offences, and en- 
larged his authority by making him the sole arbiter of 
the terms of reconcilement. 

From this bondage the Reformation set us free. 
The minister has no longer power to press into the 
retirements of conscience, to torture us by interroga- 
tories, or put himself in possession of our secrets 
and our lives. But though we have thus controlled 
his usurpations, his just and original powder remains 
unimpaired. He may still see, though he may not 
pry : he may yet hear, though he may not question. 
And that knowdedge wffiich his eyes and ears force 
upon him it is still his duty to use, for the benefit of 
his flock. A father wdio lives near a wdcked neigh- 
bour may forbid a son to frequent his company. A 
minister wdio has in his congregation a man of open 
and scandalous wdckedness may w^arn his parishioners 
to shun his conversation. To w'arn them is not only 
lawful, but not to w^arn them w^ould be criminal. He 
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p'.ay u-ani them one by one in friendly converse or 

But if he may warn each 
what shall forbid him to warn them all 
> '■Util Of that which is to be made known to all 
« there any difference whether it be communi- 
■x^eu to each singly, or to all together.? What is 
n “ /p“f 'necessarily be publick. Whether 
_.t s.ia.l be publick at once, or publick by de<-^rees is 
-ue only question. And of a sudden and "solemn 

™r ^.3' “ ‘’“f". “1 >''<= ».™”s 

.£«s 

-3' 1„S “» 

ami uratifv his prhntrintmesr 

is <lm ^ Po-ssibility, and of all this there 

.d<?..d no good ever "c°rbe^ "rl' 

aiienipted in ivhich there is 's to be 

into hopeless inactivity. The eVnfthaT mTf 
"■om liiis practice arise neir “ ‘ Ps^''ed 

‘ owci, iti whatever hanrls? if - i nature, 

times improperly e.xerted , yet c2 of?® 
tnough they will sometimes h ri° 
tatner must instruct his ei,;in. ® -A- 

ma.v often want instruction Tn’' Be himself 

sinners, though hk eenZ'. f '^'^'^sure 
:icou.s by want of judgement am^s 

uy want ofhonestyc and sometimes unjust 

case, we'lhSrfinTtheVnten?’^^"?® P^®®“t 

nnnjust ; we shall find no brevh nf ®''’'°"eous nor 
no intrusion into secret frs‘ confidence, 

notorious and indubitable? o ea? to?® 

'=. s>o easy to be proved, 
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that no p)roof was desired. The act was base and 
treacherous, the perpetration insolent and open, and 
the example naturally mischievous. The minister, 
however, being retired and recluse, had not yet heard 
what was publickly known throughout the parish; and 
on occasion of a publick election warned his peo])]c, 
according to his duty, against the crimes which pub- 
lick elections frequently produce. His warning was 
felt by one of his parishioners as pointed particularly 
at himself. But instead of producing, as might be 
wished, private compunction and immediate reforma- 
tion, it kindled only rage and resentment. Tie 
charged his minister, in a publick paper, with scandal, 
defamation, and falsehood. The minister, thus re- 
proached, had his own character to vindicate, upon 
which his pastoral authority must necessarily depend. 
To be charged with a defamatory lie is an injury 
which no man patiently endures in common life. T'o 
be charged with polluting the pastoral office witli 
scandal and falsehood was a violation of character 
still more atrocious, as it affected not only his personal 
but his clerical veracity. His indignation naturally 
rose in proportion to his honesty, and, with all the 
fortitude of injured honesty, he dared this calumniator 
in the church, and at once exonerated himself from 
censure, and rescued his flock from deception and 
from danger. The man whom he accuses pretends 
not to be innocent ; or at least only pretends ; for lie 
declines a trial. The crime of which he is accused 
has frequent opportunities and strong temptations. 
It has already spread far, with much depravation of 
^ private morals, and much injury to publick happiness. 
To ’warn the people, therefore, against it was not 
wmnton and officious, but necessary and pastoral. 

‘‘ What then is the fault with which this worthy 
minister is charged ? He has usurped no dominion 
over conscience. He has exerted no authority in 
support of doubtful and controveited opinions. ITe 
has not dragged into light a bashful and corrigible 
sinner. His censure was directed against a breacli 
of morality, against an act which no man justifies. 
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''i’hc man who appropriated this censure to himselfy 
is evidently and notoriously guilty. His conscious- 
ness of his own wickedness incited him to attack 
Isis faithful reprover with open insolence and printed 
ricf.-usations. Such an attack made defence necessary; 
and we hope it will be at last decided that the means 
of <lcfence were just and lawful.” 

W’hoii I read this to Mr. Burke, he was highly 
pleastM, and exclaimed, Well ; he does his work in 
a workman-like manner.” ^ 

Mr. Thomson wished to bring the cause by appeal; 
before the House of Lords, but was dissuaded by the 
advice of the noble person who lately presided so 
ably in that Most Honourable House, and who was 
tiien Attorney-General. As my readers will no doubt 
l)e gk'ul also to read the opinion of this eminent man 
u};on the same subject, I shall here insert it. 



ii 





“ T UERE is herewith laid before you, 

“ I. Petition for the Reverend Mr. James Thom- 
son, minister of Dunfermline. 

2. Answers thereto. 

3. Copy of the judgement of the Court of 

.Session upon both. 

‘•4. Notes of the opinions of the Judges, being 
the reasons upon which their decree is 
grounded. 

These papers you will please to peruse, and give 
3 'our <j[rinion, 

‘AVhether there is a probability of the above 
decree of the Court of Session's being 
reversed, if Mr. I'homson should appeal 
from the same ? ” 

’ As a. proof of Dr. Johnson’s extraordinary powers of composi- 
tion. it appears from the original manuscript of this excellent disser- 
lation, of which he dictated the first eight paragraphs on the loth 
of May, and the remainder on the 13th, that there are in the whole 
on y .seven, corrections, or rather variations, and those not consider- 
.able. Such were at once the vigorous and accui'ate emanations 
of ills mmd. 
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“I don-’t think the appeal advisable; not onh. 
because the value of the judgement is in no degree- 
adequate to the expence ; but because there are mail) 
chances that, upon the general complexwn of the case, 
the impression will be taken to tne disadvantage o. 

It?s^h^^possible to approve the style of that sermoin 
But the complaint was not less ungracious from thm 
man, who had behaved so ill by his original libel, ant , 
at the time, when he received the reproach he complains 
of. In the last article all the plaintiffs are equally con- 
cerned. It struck me also with some wonder that the 
Tudo-es should think so much fervour apposite to t.ic 
Son of reproving .he defend.n. for a 

“ Upon the matter, however, I agree vuth them in 
condemning the behaviour of the ^ minister, and in 
thinking it a subject fit for ecclesiastical censure ; ana 
even for an action, if any individual could qualify ^ a 
wrong, and a damage arising from it. But this I doubt 
The circumstance of publishing the rproach m a 
nuloit though extremely indecent, and culpable in 
ano her view, does not constitute a different sort of 
™ or any other rule of law, than would have 
Sued if the same words had been pronounced 
elsewhere. I don’t know whether there be any 
Jfeence in the law of Scotland, in the definition 
of slander, before the Commissaries, or the Court of 
Sess on The common law of England does not give 
?av to actions for every reproachful word. An action 
cannot be brought for general damages upon an) 
words which import less than an offence cognisable b) 
law; consequently no action could have been brought 
here for the words in question. ^ Both laws admit t 
truth to be a justification in action for atwrds , and the 
law of England does the same in actions for libels- 
The judgeLnt, therefore, seems to me to have been 
wrong, in that the Court repelled ^efenc®^^^^^ „ 

1 It is curious to observe that Lord Thurlow has here Pf ‘Scotch 

S^v'whteh to ‘^“Inlr^earf m£toq|re'Uplanation, To 
qualify a wrong is to point out and establish it. 
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[ nm now to record a very curious incident in Dr. 
’.■(..Umbo's life, which fell under my own observation ; 

' i winch /ars inagna fui, and which I am persuaded 
•'■lii, with the liberal-minded, be much to his credit. 

^ My desire of being acquainted with celebrated men 
:f every description had made me, much about the 
iamu time, obtain an introduction to Dr. Samuel 
joiinsun and to John Wilkes, Esq. Two men more 
dilfL-rcnt coidd perhaps not be selected out of all 
Tunnkm.d. They had even attacked one another with 
asperity in their writings ; yet I lived in habits 
qi triendship with both. I could fully relish the excel- 
.’tmcc of each ; tor I have ever delighted in that intel- 
a'ciual chymistry which can separate good qualities 
'I’om evil in the same person. 

. j Pringle, “ mine own friend and my Father’s 
n-!cnd,‘' between whom and Dr. Johnson I in vain 
woued to establish an acquaintance, as I respected 
;md !iv-cd in intimacy with both of them, observed to 
mr mnee, very ingeniously, It is not in friendship as in 
.natheinaticks, where two things, each equal to a third, 
arc' e(iual between themselves. You agree with John- 
'••■m as a middle quality, and you agree with me as a 
.iiiildb- (juality ; but Johnson and I should not agree.” 
d-r |o!m was not sufficiently flexible, so I desisted'; 
iOio ing, indeed, that the repulsion was equally strono* 
on tnu part of Johnson; who, I know not from what 
cause, unless his being a Scotchman, had formed a 
W.TV erroneous opinion of Sir [ohn. But I conceived 
an /^resistible wish, if possible, to bring Dr. Johnson 
•'cjo Mr Wilkes together. How to manage it was a 
:nco and difficult matter. 

_ Aly worthy booksellers and friends, Messieurs Dilly 
tne Poultry, at whose hospitable and welbcovered 
‘Unic L have seen a greater number of literary men 
ii'ian at any other, except that of Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
■■ad invited me to meet Mr. Wilkes and some more 
.gentlemen on ^\ydnesday, May 15. “ Pray (said L) 

If. us have Dr. Johnson."—" What with Mr. Wilkes ? 
not for the world, (said Mr. Edward Dillv;) Dr. Tohn- 
•'-■'o would never forgive me.”— “ Come, (said I,) if 
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you’ll let me negociate for you, I will be answerable 
that all shall go well.” Dilly. “ Nay, if you will take 
it upon you, 1 am sure I shall be very happy to see 
them both here.” 

Notwithstanding the high veneration which I enter- 
tained for Dr. Johnson, I was sensible that he was 
.smiietimes a little actuated by the spirit of contradic- 
tion, and by means of that I hoped I should gam my 
Doint. I was persuaded that if I had come upon him 
with a direct proposal, “ Sir, will you dine in company 
with Jack AVilkes?” he would have flown into a pas- 
sion, and would probably have answered, “ Dine with, 
jack AVilkes, Sir I Fd as soon dine with Jack Ketch.” ‘ 
i therefore, while we were sitting quietly by ourselves 
at his house in an evening, took occasion to open my 
plan thus Mr. Dilly, Sir, sends his respectful com- 
pliments to you, and would be happy if you would do 
him the honour to dine with him on AA'ednesday next 
along with me, as I must soon go to Scotland. ^ Johis- 
SON. “ Sir, I am obliged to Mr.^ Dilly. ^ I will wait 
upon him — ” Boswell. ‘M^rovided, Sii, I suppose,, 
that the company which he is to have is agreeable to 
you.” Johnson. AVhat do you mean, Sir? AVhat 
do yon take me for? Do you think I am so ignorant 
of the world as to imagine that I am to prescribe to a 
gentleman what company he is to have at his table ? ” 
Boswell. 'M beg your pardon. Sir, for wishing to 
prevent you from meeting people whom you might 
not like. Perhaps he may have some of what he calls 
his patriotick friends with him.” Johnson. AVell, 
Sir, and what then ? AVhat care / for his patriotick 
friends ? Poh ! ” Boswell. “ I should not be sur- 
prized to find Jack Wilkes there.” Johnson. ‘KVnd 
if Jack AVilkes should be there, what is that to me.. 
Sir ? My dear friend, let us have no more of this. I 
am sorry to be angry with you \ but really it is treat- 
ing me strangely to talk to me as if I could not meet 
any company whatever, occasionally. Boswell. 

Pray forgive me, Sir : I meant well. But you shall 

1 This has been circulated as if actually said by Johnson ; when 
the truth is it was only j-i 
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meet whoever comes, for me.” Thus I secured him, 
and toid Diliy that he would find him very well 
pleased to be one of his guests on the day appointed. 

Upon the much expected Wednesday, I called on 
him about half an hour before dinner, as I often did 
uhen we were to dine out together, to see that he was 
ready in time, and to accompany him. I found him 
hufieting his books, as upon a former occasion,^ 
covered with dust, and making no preparation for 
going abroad. “ How is this, Sir ? (said I.) Don’t 
you recollect that you are to dine at Mr. Dilly’s ?” 
Johnson. ‘‘Sir, I did not think of going to Dilly’s : 
It went out of my head. I have ordered dinner at 
home with Mrs. Williams.” Boswell. “But, my 
dear Sir, you know you were engaged to Mr. Diliy, 
and I told him so. He will expect you, and will be 
much disappointed if you don’t come.” Johnson. 

\ oil must talk to Mrs. Williams about this.” 

Here^was a sad dilemma. I feared that what I was 
SO confident I had secured would yet be frustrated. 
He had accustomed himself to shew Mrs. Williams 
such a degree of humane attention as frequently im- 
posed some restraint upon him; and I knew that if 
she should be obstinate he would not stir. I hastened 
down stairs to the blind lady’s room, and told her I 
was in great uneasiness, for Dr. Johnson had engaged 
to me to oine this day at Mr. Dilly’s, but that he had 
told me he had forgotten his engagement, and had 
ordered dinner at home. “ Yes, sir|i(said she, pretty 

peevishly,) Dr. Johnson is to dihe at home,” 

^ Madam, (said I,) his respect for you is such that I 
i<now he will not leave you, unless you absolutely 
desire it. But as you have so much of his company, 
i hope you will be good enough to forego it for a 
nay: as Mr. Diliy is a very worthy man, has fre- 
quently had agreeable parties at his house for Dr. 
H^hnson and will be vexed if the Doctor neglects 
mm to-day And then, Madam, be pleased to con- 
■>iuer my situation; I carried the message, and I 
assured Mr. Diliy that Dr. Johnson was to come ; 

^ See page 6 of this volume. 
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and no doubt he has made a dinner, and invited a 
company, and boasted of the honour he expected to 
have. I shall be quite disgraced if the Doctor is not 
there.” She gradually softened to my solicitations, 
which were certainly as earnest as most entreaties to 
ladies upon any occasion, and was graciously pleased 
to empower me to tell Dr. Johnson, “That, all things 
considered, she thought he should certainly go.” I 
flew back to him, still in dust, and careless of what 
should be the event, “ indifferent in his choice to go 
or stay ; ” but as soon as I had announced to him 
Mrs. Williams’s consent, he roared, “ Frank, a clean 
shirt,” and was very soon drest. When I had him 
fairly seated in a hackney-coach with me, I exulted 
as much as a fortune-hunter w'ho has got an heiress 
into a post-chaise with him to set out for Gretna- 

Green. . , r J 

When we entered Mr. Dilly’s drawing-room, he found 
himself in the midst of a company he did not know. I 
kept myself snug and silent, ivatching^ how he would 
conduct himself. I observed him whispering to Mr. 
Dilly, “Who is that gentleman. Sir?” — “Mr. Arthur 
Lee.” — Johnson. “ Too, too, too,” (under his breath.) 
which was one of his habitual mutterings. Mr. Arthui 
Lee could not but be very obnoxious to Johnson, for 
he was not only a pairiot, but an American. He was 
afterwards minister from the United States at the couit 
of Madrid. “ And who is the gentleman in lace? 

“ Mr. Wilkes, Sir.” This information confounded him 
still more ; he had some difficulty to restrain himself, 
and taking up a book, sat down upon a window-seat 
and read, or at least kept his eye upon it^ intently for 
some time, till he composed himself. His feelings, I 
dare say, were awkward enough. But he no doubt 
recollected his having rated me for supposing that he 
could be at all disconcerted by any company, and he, 
therefore, resolutely set himself to behave quite as an 
easy man of the world, who could adapt himself at 
once to the disposition and manners of those w'hom he 
might chance to meet. 

The cheering sound of “ Dinner is upon the table 
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;]ved his reverie, and we ail sat down without any 
"‘V!! into 111 of ill humour. There were present, beside 
Mr. Wilkes, and Mr, Arthur Lee, who ivas an old com- 
yin.-'in of mine when he studied physick at Edinburgh, 
Mr. .'now Sir John) Miller, Dr. Lettsom, and Mr. Slater, 
die druggist. Mr. Wilkes placed himself next to Dr. 
J'.'lmson, and behaved to him with so much attention 
and politeness that he gained upon him insensibly. 

man ate more heartily than Johnson, or loved 
IaUt ivhat was nice and delicate. Mr. Wilkes was 
’.•erv assiduous in helping him to some fine veal. 
jVay^give me leave, Sir It is better here— A. little 
){ ilic brown — Some fat, Sir — A little of the stuffing-— 
S^mc gravy — Let me have the pleasure of giving you 
''ome butter — Allow me to recommend a squeeze of 
Fnis orange or the lemon, perhaps, may have more 
'ost.’'— ‘LSir, Sir, I am obliged to you, Sir,” cried 
j'^lm.son, bowing, and turning his head to him ivith a 
lo(A .‘or some time of surly virtue, ”d but, in a short 
winii-, of complacency. 

i'oote being mentioned, Johnson said, He is not a 
g» )o. I mim ick.” One of the company added, '' A merry 
Aiidrou-, a buffoon.” Johnson. “ But he has wit too, 
aiiil is not deficient in ideas, or in fertility and variet)' 
of imagery, and not empty of reading; he:has know- 
led'^e enougli to fill up his part. One species of wit he 
has in an eminent degree, that of escape. You drive 
nim into a corner with both hands ^ but he’s gone, Sir. 
^Aiicn \oii think you have got him — like an animal that 
.iimn.^s over your head. Then he has a great range for 
•Ml , ne never lets truth stand betw,^en him and a jest 
anc ue IS sometimes mighty coarser Garrick is under 
iiinn\ restraints from which Foote is free.” Wilkes 
■■(iarrick’s^^ wit is more like Lord Chesterfield’s}’ 
Mhe first tune I was in company with 

H^as at FitzherbeiTs. Having no good opinion 
-he lellow, I was resolved not to be pleased; and it 
\ery difficult to please a man against his will I 
•vent on eating my dinner pretty sullenly, affecting not 
to mind him. Lut the dog was so very comical that 
‘ Johnson’s “ London, a Poem/’ v. 14c. 
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I was obliged to lay down my knife and fork, throw 
myself back upon my chair, and fairly laugh it out. 
No, Sir, he was irresistible^ He upon one occasion 
experienced, in an extraordinary degree, the efficacy 
of his powers of entertaining. Amongst the many and 
various modes which he tried of getting money, he be- 
came a partner with a small-beer brewer, and he was 
to have a share of the profits for procuring customers 
amongst his numerous acquaintance. Fitzherbert was 
one who took his small-beer ; but it was so bad that 
the servants resolved not to drink it. They were at 
some loss how to notify their resolution, being afraid 
of offending their master, who they knew liked Foote 
much as a companion. At last they fixed upon a 
little black boy, who was rather a favourite, to be their 
deputy, and deliver their remonstrance ; and, having 
invested him with the whole authority of the kitchen, 
he was to inform Mr. Fitzherbert, in all their names, 
upon a certain day, that they would drink Foote’s 
small-beer no longer. On that day Foote happened 
to dine at Fitzherbert’s, and this boy served at table ; 
he was so delighted with Foote’s stories, and merriment, 
and grimace, that when he went down stairs, he told 
them, ' This is the finest man I have ever seen. I 
wrill not deliver your message. I will drink his small- 
beer.’ ” 

Somebody observed that Garrick could not have 
done this. Wilkes. ‘‘ Garrick would have made the 
small-beer still smaller. He is now leaving the stage ; 
but he will play Scrub all his life.” I knew that John- 
son would let nobody attack Garrick but himself, as 
Garrick said to me, and I had heard him praise his 
liberality; so to bring out his commendation of his 
celebrated pupil I said, loudly, “ 1 have heard Garrick 
is liberal.” Johnson. '' Yes, Sir, I know that Garrick 
has given away more money than any man in England 
that I am acquainted with, and that not from ostenta- 
tious views, Garrick was very poor when he began 
life; so when he came to have money he probably 

’ Foote told me that Johnson said of him, ‘‘ For loud obstre- 
perous broad-faced mirth, I know not his equal.” 
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was Very unskilful in giving away, and saved when he 
s!a»uld not. But Garrick began to be liberal as soon 
ns is* could; and I am of opinion the reputation of 
:■ varies: which he has had has been very lucky for him, 

: nd prevented his having many enemies. You despise 
:i man for avarice, but do not hate him. Garrick might 
1-ave I’-een much better attacked for living with more 
.'^plcndcnir than is suitable to a player: if they had had 
Liu \\:t to have assaulted him in that quarter they might 
iiavu galled him more. But they have kept clamouring 
ah^jiit lus avarice, which has rescued him from much 
obloquy and envy.” 

Yai k ing of the great difficulty of obtaining aiithentick 
iiifonmition for biography, Johnson told us, '^Vhen I 
v.a.-; 'd young fellow I w^anted to write the ‘Life of 
] and in order to get materials, I applied to 

tiiu r>nly two persons then alive who had seen him; 
diusu were old Swinney,^ and old Cibber. Swinney’s 
injbrmation was no more than this, ‘ That WilFs 
coffou-house Dryden had a particular chair foYhrmself, 
v hich was set by the fire in winter, and was then called 
r.i^- winter-chair; and that it was carried out for him 
to ihr balcony in summer, and was then called his 
summer-chair.’ Cibber could tell no more but ‘That 
lie iviuumbered him a decent old man, arbiter of critical 
disi^utus at Will’s.’ You are to consider that Cibber 
was then at a great distance from Dryden, had perhaps 
onu lug only in the room, and durst not draw in the 
othur. Boswell. “Yet Cibber was a man of observa- 
tmn?’’ Johnson. “I think not.” Boswell. “You 
wii; u.iuw his ‘Apology’ to be welPdone.” Johnson 
‘•\ury well done, to be sure, Sir. That book is a 
stri'ving prod of the justice of Pope’s remark : 

Kncii might his several province well command, 

U (jiiid all but stoop to what they understand.’ ” 

‘ M;SwiRne}% who died in 1754, and bequeathed his fortune 

i qftngton, the actress. He had been a manager of Drury 

Pf.b' J afterwards of the Queen’s Theatre Jn the Haw- 
g dranuuick writer, havino; produced a comedy 

' hhiacks, or Love s the Physician/' 1705, and two 
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Boswell. And his plays are goodA . Johnson* 
“Yes; but that was his trade; L esprit du corps ; lie- 
had been all his life among players and play-writers. 
I wondered that he had so little to say in conversation; 
for he had kept the best company, and learnt all that 
can be got by the ear. He abused Pindar to me, and 
then shewed me an ode of his own, with an absurd 
couplet, making a linnet soar on an eagle’s wing.^ I 
told him that when the ancients made a simile they 
always made it like something real” 

Mr. Wilkes remarked that “among all the bold 
flights of Shakspeare’s imagination, the boldest was 
making Birnam-wood march to Dunsinane ; creating 
a wood where there never was a shrub ; a wood in 
Scotland ! ha ! ha ! ha ! ” And he also observed that 
“ the clannish slavery of the Highlands of Scotland 
was the single exception to Milton’s remark of ‘ The 
Mountain Nymph, sweet liberty,’ being wonshipped 
in all hilly countries.” — “When I was at Inverary 
(said he,) on a visit to my old friend Archibald, Duke 
of Argyle, his dependents congratulated me on being 
such a favourite of his Grace. I said, Mt is then, gentle- 
men, truly lucky for me ; for if I had displeased the 
Duke, and he had wished it, there is not a Campbell 
among you but w^ould have been ready to bring John 
Wilkes’s head to him in a charger. It would have been, 
only 


' Off with his head ! so much for Aylesbury^ 


I w^as then member for Aylesbury,” 

Dr. Johnson and Mr. Wilkes talked of the contested 
passage in Horace’s Art of Poetry, “ Difficile estproprie 
commimia dicereA Mr. Wilkes, according to my note, 
gave the interpretation thus : “ It is difficult to speak 
with propriety of common things ; as, if a poet had to 
speak of Queen Caroline drinking tea, he must endea- 
vour to avoid the vulgarity of cups and saucers.” But 
upon reading my note, he tells me that he meant to 
say, that “ the w^ord being a Roman law- 

term, signifies here things coinrnmls juris, that is to say,. 

1 See page 307 of vol, i. 
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what have never yet been treated by any body; and 
this appears clearly from what followed, 

« Tuque 

Rectius Iliacum carmen deducis in actus 
Quam si proferres ignota indictaque primus.' 

You will easier make a tragedy out of the Iliad than 
on any subject not handled before/’ ^ Johnson. “,He 

My very pleasantjriend himself, as well as others who remember 
doubt be surprized when I observe that John 
li'//hes here shews himself to be of the Warburtonian School. 
lips nevertheless true, as appears from Dr. Hurd, the Bishop of 
W orcester's, very elegant cojiimentary and notes on the '' Epistola 
ad FisoncsJ 

h is necessary to a fair consideration of the question that the 
r. iiole passage in which the words occur should be kept in view : 

“ Si quid inexpertum scenre committis, et audes 
Personam formare novam, .servetur ad imum 
^ incepto processerit, et sibi constet. 

Difficile est proprie conimunia dicere : tuque 
Rectius Jliacum camien deducis in actus, 

Muani si proferres ignota indictaque primus. 

Publica materies privati juris crit, si 
Non circa vilem patulumque moraberis orbem 
Nec verbum verbo curabis reddere fidus 
Interpres ; nec desilies imitator in arctum 
Unde pedem proferre pudor vetat aut operis lex.” 

Hie “Commentary” thus illustrates it : “ But the formation of 
qjii..e ne7c> js a work of great difficulty and hazard. For 

iieie there IS no generally received and fixed archetype to work after' 
out every empjudges^ of common right, according to the extent and 
' therefore he advises to labour and 

oui w dlpti-Ttff'' particularly those rpade known and 

amhonzed by the practice of Homer and the Epic Writers.” 

Ihe " Note is 

EST proprie communta dicere'” Larabin’s Com- 
i^il loco appellat Horatius argument! SZ- 

<a.nim .t nu.lo adhuc tractata; et ita, qum cuivis exposita sunt et in 

'"nftthuUh sTC/'l « a nemine occupata," 

. ,.nd t.iat this is the true meaning of cormmuiia is evidently fi4d bv 

tae^^ which are explanator^ 0 ? il^ ^ tlS 

uit sense given it m the commentarv is unquestionably the rierht 

Vet notwlbstanciing the clearnes., of tVTar/late 

t'WTC hoHsT esse proprie communia 

(. -ere, IRV est, materiam VLilgarem, notara et e medio netitam 

con™Sis‘-‘'et "ora et scriptori propria vileatur, ultro 

I t, SIP' Tf- observatio. 

_ ea omnibus utnnque collatis, et turn difficilis turn venusti mm 

jormTre Stfe®nPvIam‘'°'l'' 

eshTbPref “ 

\ ei. rrmi. v. u. p. Where having first put a 
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means that it is difficult to appropriate to particular 
persons qualities which are common to all mankind, 
as Homer has done.” 

Wilkes. We have no City-Poet now : that is 
an office which has gone into disuse. The last was 
Elkanah Settle. There is something in -names which 
one cannot help feeling. Now Elkanah Settle sounds 
so queer ^ who can expect much from that name ? We 


wrong construction on, the word communia, he employs it to intro- 
duce an impertinent criticism. For where does the poet prefer the 
glory of refitting subjects to that of inventing new ones? The 
contrary is implied in what he urges about the superiour difficulty of 
the latter, from which he dissuades his countrymen, only in respect 
of their abilities and inexperience in these matters : and in order to 
cultivate in them, which is the main view of the Epistle, a spirit of 
correctness, by sending them to the old subjects, treated by the 
Greek writers.” 

For my own part (with all deference for Dr. Flurd, who thinks 
the case' clear 1) I consider the passage, '^Difficile est proprie com- 
niimia dicere,” to be a crux for the criticks on Horace. 

The explication whicli my Lord of Worcester treats with so much 
contempt is nevertheless countenanced by authority which I find 
quoted by the learned Baxter in his edition of Horace, '' DiJ/icile 
esi proprie communia dlcere, h. e. res vulgares disertis verbis enar- 
rare, vel humile thema cum dignitate tractare. Dipficile est com- 
muues res propriis expliccire verbis. Vet. Schol.” I was much 
di.sap{)ointed to find that the great critick, Dr. Bentley, has no note 
upon tills very difficult passage, as from his vigorous and illuminated 
mind I should have e.xpected to receive more satisfaction than I 
have yet had. 

Sakadon thus treats of it : “ Proprie communia dicere ;_c’est a 
dire, qu’il n'est pas aise de former a ces persomiages d’imagination, 
des caracteres particuliers et cependant vraisemblables. Comme 
Ton a tiitd le maitre de les former tels qu’on a voulu, les fautes que 
Von fait en cela sont moins pardonnables. C'est pourqiioi Horace 



conseille de prendre toujours des sujets connus, tels que sont, par | 

exemple, ceux que Von pent tirer des poemes d’Homere.” 

And jOrw/rr observes upon it: “ Apres avoir marciud les deux ' 

qiialit^s qu’il faut dormer aux personnages qu’on invente, il conseille 
aux Poetes tragiques, de n’user pas trop facilement de cette libertd j 

qu’ils ont d’en'" inventer, car il est tres difficile de reussir dans ces 
nouveaux caracteres. Il est mal aisd, dit Horace, de trailer propre- 
ment, c’est a dire coiivenablement des sujets communs ; c'est dire, 
des sujets inventds, et qui n'ont aucun fondement ni dans I’Histoire 
ni dans la Imble ; et il les appelle communs, parce qu'ils sont en 
disposition a tout le monde, et que tout le monde a le droit de les 
inventer, et qu’ils sont, comme on dit, au premier occupant.” See 
his observations at large on this expression and the following. 

After all, I cannot help entertaining some doubt whether the 
words, Difficile est proprie communia dicere, may not have been 
thrown in by Horace to form a separate article in a “ choice of diffi- 
culties” which a poet has to. encounter^ who chooses a new subject : 
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should have no hesitation to give it for John IDryden, 
in preference to Elkanah Settle, from the names only, 
without knowing their different merits.’' Johnson. 

I suppose, Sir, Settle did as well for Aldermen in his 
time as John Home could do now. Where did Beck- 
ford and Trecothick learn English?”^ 

Mr, Arthur Lee mentioned some Scotch who had 
taken possession of a barren part of America, and 
wondered why they should choose ^ it. Johnson. 
'' Why, Sir, all barrenness is comparative. The Scofc/i 
would not know it to be barren.” Boswell. '' Come, 
come, he is flattering the English. You have now 
been in Scotland, Sir, and say if you did not see meat 
and drink enough there,” Johnson. Why yes, Sir ; 
meat and drink enough to give the inhabitants suffi- 
cient strength to run away from home.” All these 
quick and lively sallies were said sportively, quite in 
Jist, and with a smile, which showed that he meant 
only wit. Llpon this topick he and Mr. Wilkes could 
perfectly assimilate; here was a bond of union be- 
tween them, and I was conscious that, ns both of them 
had visited Caledonia, both were fully satisfied of the 
strange narrow ignorance of those who imagine that 
it is a land of famine. But they amused themselves 
with persevering in the old jokes. When I claimed a 
superiority for Scotland over England in one respect, 
that no man can be arrested there for a debt merely 
because another swears it against him, but there must 
first be the judgement of a court of law ascertaining 
its justice ; and that a seizure of the person, before 
judgement is obtained, can take place only if ’ his 

■n which case it must be uncertain which of the various explanations 
is the true one, and every reader has a right to decide as it may 
strike his own fancy. And even should the words be understood as 
they generally are, to be connected both with what goes before and 
what conies after, the exact sense cannot be absolutely ascertained ; 
for instance, whether is meant to signify in an app7‘opria.te(i 
manner, as Dr. Johnson here understands k, or, as it is often used 
by Cicero, aaith propriety, or ckgantly. In short, it is a rare instance 
■of a defect in perspicuity in an admirable writer, who, with almost 
every species of excellence, is peculiarly remarkable for that quality. 
The length of this note perhaps requires an apology. Many of my 
readers, I doubt not, will admit that a critical discussion of a passage 
in a favourite classick is very engaging. 
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creditor should swear that he is about to fly from the 
country, or, as it is technically expressed, is in mediia- 
Hone fngee: Wilkes. ‘'That, I should think, may be 
safely sworn of all the Scotch nation.” Johnson. 
(To Mr. WTlkes) “ You must know, Sir, I lately took 
my Iriend Boswell, and shewed him genuine civilized 
life in an English provincial town. I turned him loose 
at Lichfield, my native city, that he might see for once 
real civility : for you know he lives among savages in 
Scotland, and among rakes in London.” Wilkes. 

“ Except when he is with grave, sober, decent people, 
like you and me.” Johnson, (smiling) “And we 
ashamed of him.” 

They were quite frank and easy. Johnson told the 
story of his asking Mrs. Macaulay to allow her foot- 
man to sit down with them, to prove the ridiculous- 
ness of the argument for the equality of mankind ; 
and he said to me afterwards, with a nod of satisfac- 
tion, " You saw Mr. Wilkes acquiesced.” Wilkes 
talked with all imaginable freedom of the ludicrous 
title given to the Attorney-General, Diaholus J^egis ; 
adding, “ I have reason to know something about that 
officer; for I was prosecuted for a libel.” Johnson, 
who many people would have supposed must have been 
furiously angry at hearing this talked of so lightly, said 
not a w'ord. He was now, indeed, “ a good-humoured 
fellow.” 

After dinner we had an accession of Mrs. Knowles, 
the Quaker lady, well known for her various talents, 
and of Mr. Alderman Lee. Amidst some patriotick 
groans, somebody (I think the Alderman) said, “Poor 
old England is lost.” Johnson. “ Sir, it is not so much 
to be lamented that old England is lost, as that the 
Scotch have found it.” ^ Wilkes. “ Had Lord Bute 
governed Scotland only, I should not have taken the 
trouble to write his eulogy, and dedicate ' Mortimer ' 
to him.” 

Mr. Wilkes held a candle to shew a fine print of a 
beautiful female figure which hung in the room, and 

1 It would not become me to expatiate on this strong and pointed 
remark, in which a very great deal of meaning is condensed. 
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pointed out the elegant contour of the bosom widi 
the finger of an arch connoisseur. He afterwards in 
a conversation with me waggishly insisted that all the 
time Johnson shewed visible signs of a fervent admi- 
ration of the corresponding charms of the fair Quaker. 

'Lhis record, though by no means so perfect as I 
could wish, will serve to give a notion of a very curi- 
ous interview, which was not only pleasing at the time, 
but had the agreeable and benignant effect of recon- 
ciling any animosity, and sweetening any acidity, 
which, in the various bustle of political contest, had 
l)een produced in the minds of two men, who, though 
widely different, had so many things in common — 
classical learning, modern literature, wdt and humour,, 
and ready repartee — that it would have been much to 
be regretted if they had been for ever at a distance 
from each other. 

Mr. Burke gave me much credit for this successful 
?iegof:aiiou ; and pleasantly said “ that there was 
nothing equal to it in the whole history of the Corps 
DiplomaiigucP 

I attended Dr. Johnson home, and had the satisfac- 
tion to hear him tell Mrs. Williams how much he had 
been pleased with Mr. Wilkes’s company, and what an 
agreeable day he had passed. 

I talked a good deal to him of the ^ '(Celebrated 
Margaret Caroline Rudd, wLom I had visited, induced 
by the fame of her talents, address, and irresistible 
power of fascination. To a lady who disapproved of 
my visiting her, he said on a former occasion, “ Nay, 
Madam, Boswell is in the right ; I should have visited 
her myself, were it not that they have now a trick 
of putting every thing into the news-papers.” This 
evening he exclaimed, “ I envy him his acquaintance 
with Mrs. Rudd.” 

I mentioned a scheme which I had of making a tour 
to the Isle of Man, and giving a full account of it ; and 
that Mr. Burke had playfully suggested as a motto, 

‘‘ The proper study of mankind is Man.” 
Johnson, “ Sir, you will get more by the book than 
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the jaunt will cost you ; so you will have your diver- 
sion for nothing, and add to your rexjutation.” 

On the evening of the next day I took leave ^of 
him, being to set" out for Scotland. I thanked him 
whth great warmth for all his kindness. '' Sir,^ (said he,) 
you are very welcome. Nobody repays it with more.’’ 

Flow very false is the notion that has gone round 
the world of the rough, and passionate, and harsh 
manners of this great and good man. That he had 
occasional sallies of heat of temper, and that he was 
sometimes, perhaps, too ‘^easily provoked’’ by ab- 
surdity and folly, and sometimes too desirous of triumph 
in colloquial contest, must be allowed. The quickness 
both of his perception and sensibility disposed him to 
sudden explosions of satire ; to wdiich his extraordi- 
nary readiness of wit wms a strong and almost irre- 
sistible incitement. To adopt one of the finest 
images in Mr. Horne’s “ Douglas,” 

On each glance of thought 

Decision followed, as the thunderbolt 
Pursues the flash 1 ” 

I admit that the beadle within him was often so eager 
to apply the lash that the Judge had not time to coiv 
sider the case with sufficient deliberation. 

" That he was occasionally remarkable for violence 
of temper may be granted: but let us ascertain the 
degree, and not let it be supposed that he wms in a 
perpetual rage, and never without a club in his hand 
to knock down every one who approached him. On 
the contrary the truth is that by much the greatest 
part of his time he was civil, obliging, nay, polite in 
the true sense of the word ; so much so, that many 
gentlemen who were long acquainted wdth him never 
received or even heard a strong expression from him. 

The following letters concerning an Epitaph which 
he wrote for the monument of Dr. Goldsmith, in 
Westminster-Abbey, afford at once a proof of his 
unaffected modesty, his carelessness as to his own 
writings, and of the great respect which he entertained 
VOL. II. ^ 
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for the taste and judgement of the excellent and 
eminent person to whom they are addressed : 

■ '‘To Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

'' DEAR. SIR, 

'' I HAVE been kept away from you, I know not 
w’ell how, and of these vexatious hindrances I know 
.not when there will be an end. I therefore send you 
the poor dear Doctor’s epitaph. Read it first your- 
self; and, if you then think it right, show it to the 
Club. I am, you know, willing to be corrected. If 
you think any thing much amiss, keep it to yourself 
till we come together. I have sent two copies, but 
prefer the card. The dates must be settled by Dr. 
Percy. I am, Sir, 

‘‘Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 


To THE SA]\,IE. 


“ .Miss Reynolds has a mind to send the Epi- 
taph to Dr. Beattie; I am very willing, but, having no 
copy, cannot immediately recollect it. She tells me 
you have lost it. Try to recollect, and put down as 
much as you retain; you perhaps may have kept 
what I have dropped. The lines for which I am at a 
loss are something of rerum civiUwn sire uatura/ium^ 
It was a sorry trick to lose it; help me if you can. I 
am, Sir, . 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 



“ Tile gout grows better but slowly.” 

It was, I think, after I had left London in this 
year that this Epitaph gave occasion to a Hemm- 
strancc to the Monarch of Literature, for an 
account . of which I am indebted to Sir lYilliam 
Fo.rbes, of Pitsligo. 

^ These words must have bcea in the other copy. They are not 
ui that which, was preferred. 


m 


6 ; 
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That my readers may have the subject raore 
fully and clearly before them, I shall first insert the 
Epitaph. 

“ Olivarii Goldsmith, 

Poet^e, Physici, Historici, 

Qui nullum fere scribendi genus 
Non tetigit, 

Nullum quod tetigit non ornavit : 

Sive risus essent movendi, 

Sive lacrymm, 

Affectuum potens at lenis dominator : 

Ingenio sublimis, vividus, versatiiis, 

Omtione grandis, nitidus, venustus : 

Hoc monumento memoriam coluit 
Sodalium amor, 

Amicorum fides, 

Lectorum veneratio. 

Natus in HibernH Fornife Longfordiensis, 

In loco cui nomen Pallas, 

Nov. XXIX. MDCCxxxi ; ^ 

Eblanas literis institutus ; 

Obiit Londini, 

April. IV, MDCCLXXiv.” 


Sir William Forbes writes to me thus : ‘‘ I enclose 
the Round Rohm. This jeu d' esprit took its rise one 
day at dinner at our friend Sir Joshua Reynolds s. 
All the company present, except myself, weie fiiends 
and acquaintance of Dr. Goldsmith. The Epitaph, 
written for him by Dr. Johnson, became the subject 
of conversation, and various emendations were sug- 
gested, which it was agreed should be submitted to 
the Doctor’s consideration.— But the question was, 
who should have the courage to propose them to 
him ? At last it was hinted that there could be no 
wav so good as that of a Round Robin, as the sailors 
call it, vdiich they make use of when they enter into 

I FThis was a mistake, which was not discoverecLtill after Gold- 
smith’s monument was put up in 

born Nov. 29, 1728; and therefore, when he died, he was in ms 
forty-sixth year.—Mj 
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a conspiracy, so as not to let it be known who puts 
Ills name tlrst or last to the paper. This proposition 
was instantly assented to ; and Dr. Barnard, Dean of 
Derry, now Bishop of Killaloe,^ drew up an address 
to Dr. Johnson on the occasion, replete with wit and 
humour, but which it was feared the Doctor might 
think treated the subject with too much levity. Mr. 
Burke then proposed the address as it stands in 
the paper in writing, to which I had the honour to 
officiate as clerk. 

“Sir Joshua agreed to carry it to Dr. Johnson, who 
received it with much good humour, ^ and desired Sir 

• [This prelate, who was afterwards translated to the See of Lime- 
rick, died at Wimbledon in Surrey, June 7, 1806, in his eightieth 
year. The original Round Robin remained in his possession ; the 
paper which Sir William Forbes transmitted to Mr. Boswell being 
on!}' a copy. — .M.] 

- He however, upon seeing Dr. Warton’s name to the suggestion 
il'ial the Epita|5h should be in English, observed to Sir Joshua, “ I 
wonder tliat Jcjc Warion, a scholar by profession, should be such a 
looi.'* lie said too, “1 should have thought ’Muncl Burke w'ould 
have liad more sense.” Mr. Langton, wiio was one of the company 
at Sir Joshua’s, like a .sturdy scholar, resolutely refused to sign the 
Ruund Robin. 'I'liis Epitaph is engraved upon Dr. Goldsmith's 
moiiunient \\itliout any alteration. At another time, when some- 
Ixxly cndcMvoured to argue iiiHvour of its being in English, Johnson 
said, “ 'Fhc* laiigiiage of the country of which a learned man was a 
native is not the language fit for his epitaph, which should be in 
ancient and permanent language. Consider, Sirphow you should 
feel, were you to find at Rotterdam an epitaph iipon Erasmus in 
Dutch /’’—For rny own part, I think it would be best to have epi- 
taphs written both in a learned language, and in the language of 
the country; so that tliey might have the advantage of being more 
universaJly understood, and at the same time be secured of classical 
sEibiiiiy. I cannot, however, but be of opinion that it is not suffi- 
ciently discriminative. Applying to Goldsmith ecpially the epithets 
tjf y Poetcc, Hidorici, Pkysid,'' is surely not right; for, as to his 
daini to the last of those epithets, I have heard Johnson himself 
.'lay, “ GoIdsniiUi, Sir, _ will give us a very fine book upon the subject ; 
out if lie can distinguish a cow from a horse that, I believe, may be 
tin- extent of his knowledge of natural history.” His book is indeed 
an excellent performance, though in some instances he appears to 
nave trusted too much to Bufton, who, with all his theoretical inge- 
nuity and extraordinary elocjucnce, I suspect had little actual in- 
lormation in the science on which he wrote so admirably. For 
instance, he tells us that the cozo sheds her horns every two years ; 
a most palpable errour, which Goldsmith has faithfully transferred 
into his book. It is wonderful that Buffon, who lived so much in 
the country, at his noble seat, should have fallen into such a blunder 
i suppose he has confounded the cow with the deen 
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yoshua to tell the gentlemen that he would alter the 
Epitaph in any manner they pleased, as to the 
sense of it ; but he would never cojiscnf to disgrace 
the walls of Ifrstminster Abbey with an Englis/i in- 
serif tion, 

I consider this Round Robin as a species of 
literary curiosity worth preserving, as it marks, in a 
certain degree, Dr. Johnson’s character.” 

My readers are presented with a faithful transcript 
of a paper, which I doubt not of their being desirous 
to see. 

Sir William Forbes’s observation is very just. The 
anecdote now related proves, in the strongest manner, 
the reverence and awe with which Johnson was re- 
garded, by some of the most eminent men of his 
time, in various departments, and even by such of 
them as lived most with him ; while it also confirms 
what I have again and again inculcated, that he was 
by no means of that ferocious and irascible character 
which has been ignorantly imagined. 

This hasty composition is also to be remarked as 
one of the thousand instances which evince the extra- 
ordinary promptitude of Mr. Burke ; who while he is 
equal to the greatest things, can adorn the least ; can, 
with equal facility, embrace the vast and complicated 
speculations of politicks or the ingenious topicks of 
literary investigation.^ 

‘‘Dr. Johnson to Mrs. Boswell. 

“ MADAM, 

“You must not think me uncivil in omitting to 
answer the letter with which you favoured me some 
time ago. I imagined it to have been written without 
Mr. Boswell’s knowledge, and therefore supposed the 
answer to require, what I could not find, a private 
conveyance. 

“ The difference with Lord Auchinleck is now over; 
and since young Alexander has appeared, I hope no 

i Beside this Latin Epitaph, Johnson honoured the memory of 
his friend Goldsmith witli a short one in Greek. See vol. i. p. 620. 
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more difficoliies will arise among you; for I sincerely 
wish you all happy. Do not teach the young ones to 
dislike niCj as you dislike me yourself; but let me 
at least have Veronica’s kindness, because she is my 
acquaintance. 

You will now have Mr. } 3 osweli home ; it is wmii 
that you have him ; he has led a wild life. I have 
taken him to Lichfield, and he has followed Mr. 
Thrale to Bath. Pray take care of him, and tame 
him. The only thing in which I have the honour to 
agree with you is in loving him ; and while we are so 
much of a mind in a matter of so much importance, 
our other quarrels will, I hope, produce no great 
bitterness. I am, Madam, 

Your most humble servant, 

‘'Sam. Johnson.’’ 


"Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

" Edinburgh, June 25, 1776. 
"You have formerly complained that my letters 
were too long. There is no danger of that complaint 
being made at present ; for I find it difficult for me to 
[Here an account of having been 
afflicted with a return of melancholy or bad spirits.] 

" The boxes of books ^ which you sent to me are 
arrived ; but I have not yet examined the contents. 

"I send you Mr. Maclaiirin’s paper for the ne.o-ro, 
who claims his freedom in the Court of Session.” "" 

" Dr. JohnsOxN to Mr. Boswell. 

" DEAR SIR, 

1 HESE olack fits, of which you complain, 
perhaps hurt your memory as well as your imagination 
VVhen Old I complain that your letters were too long ? 2 

f settlement of our account of expences oil a Tour to the 
HetaLs there was a balance due to me, which Dr. 
to discharge by sending books. cnosc 

t ' told me that Johnson complained of my writino- verv 

letters to mm wnen I was upon the continent : which waJnios^ 
eti uiimy true : out it seems niy friend did not remember it! 
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Your last letter, after a very long delay, brought very 
bad news. [Here a series of reflections upon melari- 
choly, and— what I could not help thinking strangely 
unreasonable in him who had suffered so much from 
it himself —a good deal of severity and reproof, as if 
it were owing to my own fault, or that I \vas, perhaps, 
affecting it from a desire of distinction.] 

“ Read Cheyne’s ‘ English Malady ; ' but do not let 
him teach you a foolish notion that melancholy is a 
proof of acuteness. ■" 

To hear that you have not opened your boxes of 
books is very offensive. The examination and arrange- 
ment of so many volumes might have afforded you an 
amusement very seasonable at present, and useful for 
the whole of life. I am, I confess, very angry that 
you manage yourself so ill. 

“ I do not now say any more, than that I am, with 
great kindness and sincerity, dear Sir, 

“ Your humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

“July 2,177c” 

“ It was last year determined by Lord Mansfield, 
ill the Court of King’s Bench, that a negro cannot be 
taken cut of the kingdom without his own consent.” 

“ Dr. Johnson to Mr. Boswell, 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ I MAKE haste to write again, lest my last letter 
should give you too much pain. _ If you are really 
oppressed with overpoivering and involuntary melan- 
choly, you are to be pitied rather than re pi cached. 

“Now, my dear Bozzy, let us have done with 
quarrels and with censure. Let me know whether 
I have not sent you a pretty library There are, 
perhaps, many books among them which^ you never 
need read through ; but there are none which it is not 
proper for you to know, and sometimes to consult. 
Of these books, of ivhich the use is only occasional, it 
is often sufficient to know the contents, that, when 
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any qiiestion arises, you may know where to look for 
information. 

‘‘ Since I wrote, I have looked over Mr. Maclaiirin’s 
plea, and think it excellent. How is the suit carried 
on? If by subscription, I commission you to con- 
tribute, in my name, what is proper. Let nothing be 
wanting in such a case. Dr. Drummond,^ I see, is 
superseded. His father would have grieved ; but he 
lived to obtain the pleasure of his son’s election, and 
died before that pleasure was abated. 

^vLangton’s lady has brought him a girl, and 
both are well ; I dined with him the other day. 

It vexes me to tell you that on the evening of the 
29di of May I was seized by the gout, and am not 
quite well. The pain has not been violent, but the 
weakness and tenderness were very troublesome, and, 
wliat is said^ to be very iincomiiion, it has not alleviated 
my c)ther disorders. Make use of youth and health 
while you have them ; make my compliments to Mrs. 
Boswell. I am, my dear Sir, 

“ Your most affectionate 
, ... “Sam. Johnson.” 

July 16, r-ye. ' 


“ Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

“ MV DEAR SIR, E^^^^^-^burgh, July 18, 1776. 

“ Your letter of the second of this month was 
rather a harsh medicine; but I was delighted with 
tnat spontaneous tenderness which, a few days after- 
'Aards, scmt forth such balsam as your next brought 
found myself for some time so ill that all I 
could do was to preserve a decent appearance, while 
ail witnm was weakness and distress. Like a reduced 
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garrison that has some spirit left, I hung out flags^ and 
planted all the force I could muster, upon the walls. 
1 am now much better, and I sincerely thank you for 
your kind attention and friendly counsel.” 

Count Manned ^ came here last week from travel- 
ling in Ireland. I have shown him what civilities I 
could on his own account, on your’s, and on that of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. He has had a fall from his 
horse, and been much hurt. I regret this unlucky 
accident, for he seems to be a very amiable man.” 


As the evidence of what I have mentioned at the 
beginning of this year, I select from his private register 
the following passage : 

‘‘July 25, 1776. O God, who hast ordained that 
whatever is to be desired should be sought by labour, 
and who, by thy blessing, bringest honest labour to 
good eftect, look wdth mercy upon my studies and 
endeavours. Grant me, O Lord, to design only what 
is lawful and right ; an cl afford me calmness of mind, 
and steadiness of purpose, that I may so do thy will 
ill this short life as to obtain happiness in the world 
to come, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 

It appears from a note subjoined, that this was 
composed when he “ purposed to apply vigorously to 
study, particularly of the Greek and Italian tongues.’’ 

Such a purpose, so expressed, at the age of sixty- 
seven, is admirable and encouraging ; and it must 
impress all the thinking part of my readm’s with a 
consolatory confidence in habitual devotion, when 
they see a man of such enlarged intellectual poivers 
as johnson thus, in the genuine earnestness of secrecy, 
imploring the aid of that Supreme Being, “from 
wiiom cometh down every good and every perfect 
gift.” 


VA Florentine nobleman, mentioned by Johnson, hi his “Notes 
of his Tour in France.” I had the pleasure of becoming acquainted 
with him in London, in the spring of this year. 

“ Prayers and Meditations, p. 15 1. 
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''To S,rR Joshua Reynolds. 


' SIR, 


A YOUNG man, whose name is Paterson, offers 
himself this evening to the Academy. He is the son 
of a man ^ for 'whom I have long had a kindness, and 
who is now abroad in distress. I shall be glad that 
you will be pleased to shew him any little counte- 
nance, or pay him any small distinction. How much 
it is in your power to favour or to forward a young man 
I do not know; nor do I know how much this candi- 
date deserves favour by his personal merit, or what 
hopes his proficiency may now give of future eminence. 
I recommend him as the son of my friend. Your cha- 
racter and station enable you to give a young man 
great encouragement by very easy means. You have 
heard of a man who asked no other favour of Sir 
Robert Wnlpole than that he would bow to him at 
his levee. I am, Sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson.’^ 

‘LAiigiBt 3, 1776.” , 


'' i\iR. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. , 

"Edinburgh, August 30, 1776. 

[After giving him an account of my having 
examined the chests of books which he had sent to 
me, and which contained what may be truly called 
a numerous and miscellaneous Stall Library, thrown 
together at random : — ] 

" Lord Plailes w^as against the decree in the case of 
mv client, the minister ; not that he justified the 
minister, l3ut because the parishioner both provoked 
and retorted. I sent his Lordship your able argument 
upon the case for his perusal. His observation upon 
it in a letter to me was, M)r. JohnsoiLs Suasormm is 

^ [Samuel Paterson, formerly a bookseller, latterlv an auctioneer, 
rind well known for his skill in forming catalogues of books. He 
died in London, October 29, 1802.— M'.] 
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pleasantly ^ and artfully composed. I suspect, how- 
ever, that he has not convinced himself ; for I believe 
that he is better read in ecclesiastical history than to 
imagine that a Bishop or a Presbyter has a right to 
begin censure or discipline e cathedra! ^ 

“ For the honour of Count Manucci, as well as to 
observe that exactness of truth which you have taught 
me, I must correct what I said in a former letter. 
He did not fall from his horse, which might have been 
an imputation on his skill as an officer of cavalry ; 
his horse fell with him. 

have, since I saw you, read every word of 
^ Granger’s Biographical History.’ It has entertained 
me exceedingly, and I do not think him the Whig that 
you supposed. Horace Walpole’s being his patron 
is, indeed, no good sign of his political principles. 
But he denied to Lord Mountstuart that he was^ a 
Whig, and said he had been accused by both parties 
of partiality. It seems he was like Pope, 

'While Tories call me Whig, and Whigs a Tory.’ 

I wish you would look more into his book ; and as 
Lord Mountstuart wishes much to find a proper person 
to continue the work upon Granger’s plan, and has 
desired I would mention it to you, if such a man 
occurs, please to let me know. His Lordship will 
give him generous encouragement.” 

“To Mr. Robert Level. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ Having spent about six weeks at this place, we 
have at length resolved upon returning. I expect to 
see you all in Fleet-street on the 30th of this month. 

1 Why his Lordship uses the epithet pleasantly speaking 
of a grave piece of reasoning, I cannot conceive. But different men 
have difihrent notions of pleasantry. I happened to sit by a gentle- 
man one evening at the Opera-house in London, who at the monient 
when Medea appeared to be in great agony at the thought of killing 
her children, turned to me with a smile, and said, funny enough. ” 

2 Dr. Johnson afterwards told me that he was of opinion that a. 
clergyman had this right. 
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‘‘ I did not go into the sea till last Friday, but think 
to go most of this week, though I know not that it 
does me any good. My nights are very restless and 
tiresome, but I am otherwise well. 

“ I have written word of my coming to Mrs. 
Williams. Remember me kindly to Francis and 
Betsy.’ I am, .Sir, 

“ Your humble servant, 

‘‘ Sam. Johnson.” 2 

“ Hriglithclmstone, Oct. 2r, 1776.'’ 

I again wrote to Dr. Johnson on the 21st of 
October, informing him that my father had, in the 
most liberal manner, paid a large debt for me, and 
that I had now the happiness of being upon very good 
terms with him; to which he returned the following 
answer. 

''To James Boswell, Esq. 

"dear sir, 

" I had great pleasure in hearing that you are 
at last on good terms with your father. Cultivate his 
kindness by all honest and manly means. Life is but 
short ; no time can be afforded but for the indulgence 
of real sorrow, or contests upon questions seriously 
momentous. Let us not throw away any of our days 
upon useless resentment, or contend who shall hold 
out longest in stubborn malignity. It is best not to 
be angry; and best, in the next place, to be quickly 
reconciled. May you and your father pass the re- 
mainder of your time in reciprocal benevolence ! 

" Do you ever hear from Mr. Langton ? I visit 
^ [His female servant. — M.l - 

_ For this and Dr. Johnson’s other letters to Mr. Levet I am 
iudepted to rny old acquaintance Mr. Nathaniel Thomas whoS 
Higenuity have been long known to a respectable ’though 
lot a wide cn-de; and whose collection of medals would do credit 
to persons of greater opulence. 00 crtaic 

[Mr. Nathaniel Thomas, who was rnanv vears Editor of the Sr 
jaiaess Chronicle, died March i, 1795 . _m.] 
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him sometimes, but he does not talk. I do not like 
his scheme of life; but as I am not permitted to 
understand it, I cannot set any thing right that is 
wrong. His children are sweet babies. 

“I hope my irreconcileable enemy, Mrs. Boswell, 
is well. Desire her not to transmit her malevolence 
to the young people. Let me have Alexander, and 
Veronica, and Euphemia, for my friends. 

Mrs. Williams, whom you may reckon as one of 
your well-wishers, is in a feeble and languishing state, 
with little hopes of growing better. She went for 
some part of the autumn into the country, but is little 
benefited ; and Dr. Lawrence confesses that his art 
is at an end. Death is, however, at a distance : and 
what more than that can we say of ourselves ? I am 
sorry for her pain, and more sorry for her decay. Mr. 
Levet is sound, wind and limb. 

I was some weeks this autumn at Brighthelmstone. 
The place was very dull, and I was not well; the 
expedition to the Hebrides was the most pleasant 
journey that I ever made. Such an effort annually 
would give the world a little diversification. 

‘‘ Every year, however, we cannot wander, and 
must therefore endeavour to spend our time at home 
as well as we can. I believe it is best to throw life 
into a method, that every hour may bring its employ- 
ment, and every employment have its hour. Xenophon 
observes, in his 'Treatise of Economy,’ that if every 
thing be kept in a certain place, when any thing is 
worn out or consumed, the vacuity which it leaves 
will shew what is wanting ; so if every part of time 
has its duty, the hour wall call into remembrance its 
proper engagement. 

'' I have not practised all this prudence myself, but 
I have suffered much for want of it; and I w^ould 
have you, by timely recollection and steady resolu- 
tion, escape from those evils which have lain heavy 
upon me. I am, my dearest Boswell, 

" Your most humble servant, 

"Sam. Johnson.” 
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“ Bolt-court, Nov. 16, 1776.” 
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On the 1 6th of November I informed him that Mr. 
Strahan had sent me fYee/z^e copies of the “Journey to 
the Western Islands,” handsomely bound, instead of 
the twenty copies which were stipulated, but which, 
I supposed, were to be only in sheets ; requested to 
know howahey should be distributed : and mentioned 
that I had another son born to me, who was named 
David, and was a sickly infant. 

“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“dear sir, 

“ I HAVE been for some time ill of a cold, which, 
perhaps, I made an excuse to myself for not wTiting, 
when in reality I kne^v not what to say. 

“The books you must at last distribute as you think 
best, in my name, or your own, as you are inclined, 
or as you judge most proper. Every body cannot be 
obliged ; but I wish that nobody may be oftended. 
Do the best you can. 

“ I congratulate you on the increase of your family, 
and hope that little David is by this time well, and 
his mamma perfectly recovered. I am much pleased 
to hear of the re-establishment of kindness between 
you and your father. Cultivate his paternal tender- 
ness as much as you can. To live at variance at all 
is uncomfortable; and variance with a father is still 
more uncomfortable. Besides that, in the whole dis- 
pute you have the \vrong side ; at least you gave the 
first provocations, and some of them very offensive. 
Let it now be all over. As you have no reason to 
think that your new^ mother has shown you any foul 
play, treat her with respect, and with some degree of 
confidence; this will secure your father. When once 
a di.scoidant family has felt the pleasure of peace they 
will not willingly lose it. If Mrs. Boswell would but 
be friends with me, we might now shut the temple of 
Janus. 

^ “ What came of Dr. Memis’s cause? Is the ques- 
tion about the negro determined? Has Sir Allan 
any reasonable hopes? What is become of poor 
Macquarry ? Let me know the event of all these 
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I wish particularly well to the negro and 


1776 

litigations. 

Sir Allan. r i i 

“ Mrs. Williams has been much out of order ; and, 

though she is something better, is likely, in her 
physician’s opinion, to endure hei malady for life, 
though she may, perhaps, die of some other. Mrs. 
Thrale is big, and fancies that she carries a boy ; if 
it were very reasonable to wish much about it,^ 1 
should wish her not to be disappointed. The desire 
of male heirs is not appendant only to feudal tenures. 
A soil is almost necessary to the continuance of 
Thrale’s fortune ; for what can misses do with a brew- 
house ? Lands are fitter for daughters than trades. 

“ Baretti went away from Thrale’s in some whimsical 
fit of disgust, or ill-nature, without taking any leave. 
It is well if he finds in any other place as good an 
habitation, and as many conveniences. He has got 
five-and-twenty guineas by translating Sir Joshua s 
Discourses into Italian, and Mr. Thrale gave him 
an hundred in the spring j so that he is yet in no 

difficulties. , ■ n 

“ Colman has bought Foote’s patent, and is to allow 
Foote for life sixteen hundred pounds a year, as 
Reynolds told me, and to allow him to play so often 
on such terms that he may gain four hundred pounds 
more. Vf hat Colman can get by this bargain,^ but 
trouble and hazard, I do not see.^ 

“ I am, dear Sir, 

'' Your humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

“ Dec, 21, 1776." 

The Reverend Dr. Hugh Blair, who had long been 
admired as a preacher at Edinburgh, thoug:ht now of 
diffusing his excellent sermons more extensively, and 
increasing his reputation, by publishing a collection 
of them. He transmitted the manuscript to Mr. 
Strahan, the printer, who after keeping it for some 

1 [It turned out, however, a very fortunate bargain, for Foote, 
though not then fifty-si.x, died at an inn in Dover in less than a 
yeari’Oct. 21, 1777.— M.] 
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timCj wrote a letter to him, discouraging the piiblica^ 
lion. Such at first was the uiipropitioiis state of one 
of the most successful theological books that has ever 
appeared. Mr. Strahan, however, had sent one of 
the sermons to Dr. Johnson for his opinion; and, 
after his unfiivoiirabie letter to Dr. Blair had been sent 
off, he received from Johnson on Christmas-eve a 
note, ill which was the following paragraph : 

‘‘ I have read over Dr. Blair’s first sermon with 
more than approbation ; to say it is good, is to say 
too little.” 

I believe Mr. Strahan had very soon after this time 
a conversation with Dr. Johnson concerning them; 
and then he very candidly wrote again to Dr. Blair, 
enclosing Johnson’s note, and agreeing to purchase 
the volume, for which he and Mr. Cadell gave one 
hundred pounds. The sale was so rapid and exten- 
sive, and the approbation of the publick so high, that, 
to their honour be it recorded, the proprietors made 
Dr. Blair a present first of one sum, and afterwards of 
another, of fifty pounds, thus voluntarily doubling the 
stipulated price ; and when he prepared another 
volume they gave him at once three hundred pounds, 
being in all five hundred pounds, by an agreement to 
which I am a subscribing witness ; and now for a 
third octavo volume he has received no less than six 
hundred pounds. 

^ In 1777, it appears from his Prayers and Medita- 
tions that Johnson suffered much from a state of 
loind^ unsettled and perplexed,” and from that con- 
stitutional gloom which, together with his extreme 
Humility and anxiety with regard to his religious state, 
made him contemplate himself through too dark and 
unfavourable a medium. It may be said of him that 
he saw God in clouds.” Certain we may be of 
his injustice to himself in the following lamentable 
paragraph, which it is painful to think came from the 
contrite heart of this great man, to whose labours the 
world IS so much indebted : When I survey my past 
ife, 1 discover nothing but a barren waste of time, 
with some disorders of body, and disturbances of the 
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mind, very near to madness, which I hope He that made 
me will sutler to extenuate many faults, and excuse 
many deficiencies.” ^ But we find his devotions in this 
year eminently fervent ; and we are comforted by ob- 
serving intervals of quiet, composure, and gladness. 

On Easter day we find the following emphatick 
prayer : Almighty and most merciful Father, who 
seest all our miseries, and knowest all our necessities, 
look down upon me, and pity me. Defend me from 
the violent incursion of evil thoughts, and enable me 
to form and keep such resolutions as may conduce to 
the discharge of the duties which thy providence shall 
appoint me : and so help me, by thy Holy Spiiit, that 
my heart may surely there be fixed, where tiue jo}s 
are to be found, and that I may serve thee with pure 
affection and a cheerful mind. Have mercy upon me, 
O God, have mercy upon me ; years and infirmities 
oppress me, terrour and anxiety beset me. Ha\'e 
mercy upon me, my Creator and my Judge. In all 
perplexities relieve and free me ; and so help me by 
thy Holy Spirit, that I may now so commemorate the 
death of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, as that 
when this short and painful life shall have an end, I 
may, for his sake, be received to everlasting happi- 
ness. Amen.” ^ . 

While he was at church, the agreeable impressions 
upon his mind are thus commemorated: “ I was for 
some time distressed, but at last obtained, I hope 
the God of Peace, more quiet than I have enjoyed for 
a long time. I had made no resolution, but as my 
heart grew lighter my hopes revived, and my courage 
increased ; and I wrote with my pencil in my Common 
Prayer Book, 

Fifa ordinanda. 

Bihlia legenda. 

Theolog’m oj^era danda, 

Se?'vundu7u et l(Btandui7iF 

Mr. Steevens, whose generosity is well known, 

1 Prayers and Meditations, p. i55* 

2 Ibid., p. 15 S. 
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joined Dr. Johnson in kind assistance to a female 
relation of Dr. Goldsmith, and desired that^ on her 
return to Ireland she would procure authentick par- 
ticulars of the life of her celebrated relation. Con- 
cerning her is the following letter : 

‘‘To George Steevens, Esq. ^ 

“ DEAR SrR, 

“ You will be glad to hear that from Mrs. Gold- 
smith, whom we lamented as drowned, I have received 
a letter full of gratitude to us all, with promise to 
make the enquiries which we recommended to her. 

“ I would have had the honour of conveying this 
intelligence to Miss Caulfield, but that her letter is 
not at hand, and I know not the direction. You will 
tell the good news. I am, Sir, 

“ Your most, &c. 

“ Sam. JoEiNSON.’- 



“Mr. BosM'Ell to Dr. Johnson. 

“ Edinburgh, Feb. 14,1777. 

“my DEAR SIR, 

“ My state of epistolary accounts with you at 
present is extraordinary. The balance, as to number, 
is on your side. I am indebted to you for two letters ; 
one dated the i6th of November, upon which very 
day I wrote to you, so that our letters were exactly 
exchanged ; and one dated the 21st of December last. 

^ “ My heart was warmed with gratitude by the truly 
kind contents of both of them ; and it is amazing and 
vexing that I have allowed so much time to elapse 
without -writing to you. But delay is inherent in me, 
by nature or by bad habit. I waited till I should 
have an opportunity of paying you my compliments 
on a new year. I have procrastinated till the year is 
no longer new. 

“Dr. Memis’s cause was determined against him, 
with 40/. costs. The Lord President, and two other 
of the Judges, dissented from the majority, upon this 
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crroimd : that although there may have been no inten- 
uon to injure him by calling him Doctor of Medicine, 
instead oi Physician, yet, as he remonstrated against 
the designation before the charter was printed off, 
and represented that it was disagreeable, and even 
hurtful to him, it was ill-natured to refuse to alter it, 
and let him have the designation to which he was 
certainly entitled. My own opinion is that our court 
has judged wrong. The defendants were in inalii fide, 
to persist in naming him in a way that he disliked. 
You remember poor Goldsmith, when he grew im- 
portant, and wished to appear Doctor Major, could 
not bear your calling him Goidy, Would it not have 
been wrong to have named him so in your ^ Preface 
to Shakspeare,’ or in any serious permanent writing of 
any sort? The difficulty is, whether an action should 
be allowed on such petty wrongs. Be minimis non 

CllT^Clt IcOO* 

“The negro cause is not yet decided. A memorial 
is preparing on the side of slavery. I shall send you a 
copy as soon as it is printed. Maclaurin is made happy 
by your approbation of his memorial for the black. 

“ Macquarry was here in the winter, and we passed 
an evening together. 1 he sale of his estate cannot 

be prevented. , , i r 

“'Sir Allan Maclean’s suit against the Duke of 
Argyle, for recovering the ancient inheritance of his 
family,’ is now fairly before all our Judges. I spoke 
for him yesterday, and Maclaurin to-day; Crosbie 
spoke to-day against him. Three more counsel are 
to be heard, and next week the cause will be deter- 
mined. I send you the Inforviatio7is^ or Cases ^ on 
each side, which I hope you will read. You said to 
me when we were under Sir Allan’s hospitable roof 
“I will help him with my pen.’ You , said it with a 
generous glow ; and though his Grace of Aigyle did 
afterwards mount you upon an excellent horse, upon 
which ' you looked like a Bishop,’ you must not swerve 
from your purpose at Inchkenneth. I wish you may 
understand the points at issue, amidst our Scotch law 
principles and phrases. 
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[Here followed a full state of the case, in which I 
endeavoured to make it as clear as I could to an 
Englishman who had no knowledge of the formu- 
laries and technical language of the Faw of Scotland.] 

‘‘ I shall inform you how the cause is decided here, 
ilut as it may be brought under the review of our 
Judges, and is certainly to be carried by appeal to 
the House of Lords, the assistance of such a mind 
yoiir’s will be of consequence. Your paper on 
Fimms Infroniission is a noble proof of what you can 
no even in Scotch law. 


‘'I have not yet distril3iited all your books. Lord 
Hailes and Lorci Monboddo have each received one, 
mid return you^ thanks. Monboddo dined with me 
lately, and, having drank tea, we were a good while 
by ourselves, and as I knew that he had read the 
\Iourney ’ superficially, as he did not talk of it as I 
Wished, I brought it to him, and read aloud several 
passages ; and then he talked so, that I told him he 
was to have a copy from the ant/imn He begged that 
might be marked on it. 


I ever am, my dear Sir, 

Your most faithful, 

“ And affectionate humble servant, 

James Boswell.” 

Sir Alexander Dick to Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

"Prestonfield, Feb. 17, 1777. 

'' r HAD yesterday the honour of receiving your 
Dook of your ^Journey to the Iffsfmi Mmds of kot- 
laud which you was so good as to send me, by the 
hands of our mutual friend, Mr. Boswell, of Auchinleck • 
tor which I return you my most hearty thanks ; and 
over again, shall deposit it in 
m> *ittle^ collection of choice books, next our worthy 
mends Journey to Corsica.’ As there are many 
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thin^^s to admire in both performances, I have ofteri 
Avished that no Travels or J ourney should be published 
l)iit those undertaken by persons of integrity and 
capacity to judge well, and describe faithfully, and in 
'•'ood language, the situation, condition, and manners 
of the countries passed through. Indeed our country of 
Scotland, in spite of the union of the crowns, is still in 
most places so devoid of clothing, or cover from hedges 
and plantations, that it was well you gave your readers 
a sound Monitoire with respect to that circumstance. 
The truths you have told, and the purity of the language 
in which they are expressed, as your ‘ Journey’ is uni- 
versally read, may, and already appear to have a \ery 
iTood efiect. For a man of my acquaintance, who has 
the largest nursery for trees and hedges in this countiy, 
tells me that of late the demand upon him for these 
articles is doubled, and sometimes tripled. I have, 
therefore, listed Dr. Samuel Johnson in some of my 
nieniorandums of the principal plaiiteis and favourers 
of the enclosures, under a name which I took the 
liberty to invent from the Gitdi^Fa;padendruyi. Lord 
Auchinleck and some few’’ more are of the list. I am 
told that one gentleman in the shire of Aberdeen, viz. 
Sir Archibald Grant, has planted above fifty millions 
of trees on a piece of very wdld ground at Monimusk : 
I must enquire if he has fenced them well, before he 
enters my list; for that is the soul of enclosing. I 
began myself to plant a little, our ground being too 
valuable for much, and that is now fifty years ago ; and 
the trees, now in my seventy-fourth year, I look up to 
with reverence, and shew them to my eldest son, now 
in his fifteenth year, and they are full the height of 
my country-house here, where I bad the pleasure^ of 
receiving you, and hope again to have that satisfaction 
with our mutual friend, Mr. Boswell. I shall always 
continue, wfith the truest esteem, dear Doctor, 

Your much obliged. 

And obedient humble servant, 

Alexander Dick.” ^ 

1 For a character of this very atniablc man see “Jou.rna) of a 
Tour to the Hebrides,” Aug. 17. 
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. James Boswell, Esq. 

DEAR SIR, 

‘‘ It is so long since I heard any thing from you ^ 
that I am not easy about it ; write something to me 
next post. When you sent your last letter, every thing 
seemed to be mending; I hope nothing has lately 
grown worse, I suppose young Alexander continues 
to thrive, and Veronica is now very pretty company. 
I do not suppose the lady is yet reconciled to me, yet 
let her know that I love her very well, and value her 
very much. 

“ Dr. Blair is printing some sermons. If they are 
all like the first, which I have read, they are sermories 
mmij ac auro magis aurei. It is excellently written 
both as to doctrine and language. Mr. Watson’s 
book ^ seems to be much esteemed. 



'‘ Poor Beauclerk still continues very ill, Langton 
lives on as he used to do. His children are very pretty, 
and, I think, his lady loses her Scotch. Paoli I never 
see. 

“ I have been so distressed by difficulty of breathing, 
that I lost, as was computed, six-and-thirty ounces of 
blood in a few days. l am better, but not well. 

“ I wish you would be vigilant and get me Graham’s 
Teiemachus that was printed at Glasgow, a very little 
book; and '/a/msfom Poemata^ another little book, 
printed at Middieburgh. 

“ Mrs. Williams sends her compliments, and promises 
that wnen you come hither she will accommodate you 
as well as ever she can in the old room. She wishes 
to know whether you sent her book to Sir Alexander 
Gordon. 

'‘ My dear Boswell, do not neglect to write to me ; 

.o't had 

’ - History of Philip the Second, 
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for your kindness is one of the pleasures of my life, 
which I should be sorry to lose. 

'‘I am. Sir, 

‘‘ Your humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

“ February iS, 1777.” 

“To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“DEAR SIR, “Edinburgh, Feb. 24, 1777. 

“Your letter dated the i8th instant I had the 
pleasure to receive last post. Although my late long 
neglect, or rather delay, was truly culpable, I am 
tempted not to regret it, since it has produced me 
so valuable a proof of your regard. I did, indeed, 
during that inexcusable silence, sometimes divert the 
reproaches of my own mind by fancying that I should 
hear again from you, enquiring with some anxiety 
about me, because, for aught you knew, I might have 

been ill. , • j • 

“ You are pleased to shew me that my kindness is 
of some consequence to you. My heart is elated at 
the thought. Be assured, my dear Sir, that my affec- 
tion and reverence for you are exalted and steady. I 
do not believe that a more perfect attachment ever 
existed in the history of mankind. And it is a noble 
attachment i for the attractions are Oenius, Learning, 

and Piety. 1 . 

“ Your difficulty of breathing alarms me, and brings 
into my imagination an event, which although in the 
natural course of things I must expect at some period, 
I cannot view with composure. 

“ My wife is much honoured by what you say of 
her. She begs you may accept of her best compli- 
ments. She is to send you some marmalade of oranges 
of her own making. 

“ I ever am, my dear Sir, 

“ Your most obliged 

“ xMid faithful humble servant, 

“ James Boswell.” 
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' To James Bosweix, Esq 


HAVE been much pleased with your late letter, 
and am glad that my old enemy, Mrs. Boswell, begins 
to feel some remorse. As to Miss Veronica’s Scotch, 
I think it cannot be helped. An English maid you 
might easily have; but she would still imitate the 
greater number, as they would be likewise those 
whom she must most respect. Her dialect will not 
i)e gross. Her mamma has not much Scotch, and 
you have yourself very little. I hope she knows my 
name, and does not call me Johnstoji} 

“ The immediate cause of my writing is this : — 
One Shaw, who seems a modest and a decent man, 
lias written an Erse Grammar, which a very learned 
Highlander, Macbean, has, at my request, examined 
and approved. 

I he book is very little, but Mr, Shaw has been 
peisuaded by his friends to set it at half a guinea, 
though I advised only a crown, and thought myself 
liberal. You, whom the authour considers as a great 
encourager of ingenious men, will receive a parcel of 
his proposals and receipts. I have undertaken to 
give you notice of them, and to solicit your counte- 
nance. You niust ask no poor man, because the price 
IS really too high. Yet such a work deserves patronage. 

‘Mt IS proposed to augment our club from twenty 
to thirty, of which I am glad ; for as we have several 
m It whom I do not much like to consort with,^ I am 
lor reducing it to a mere miscellaneous collection of 
conspicuous men, without any determinate character. 

“1 am, dear Sir, 

Most affectionately yours, 

“ March 14, 1777.” “ SaM. JOHNSON.” 

“My respects to Madam, to Veronica, to Alexander, 
to Euphemia, to David.” 


En.q-iish fbi-rnation of the surnanie 

Ui&s re^on Vnd 
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AIr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

“ Edinburgh, April 4, 1777. 

[After informing him of the death of my little son 
David, and that I could not come to London this 
spring :— ] 

“ I think it hard that I should be a whole year 
without seeing you. Alay I presume to petition for a 
meeting with you in the autumn? You have, I believe, 
seen all the cathedrals in England, except that of 
Carlisle. If you are to be with Dr. Taylor, at Ash- 
bourne, it would not be a great journey to come 
thither. We may pass a few most agreeable days 
there by ourselves, and I will accompany you a good 
part of the way to the southward again. Pray think 
of this. 

‘‘ You forget that Air. Shaw’s Erse Grammar was 
put into your hands by myself last year. Lord Eglin- 
toune put it into mine. I am glad that Air. Macbean 
approves of it. I have received Air. Shaw’s proposals 
for its publication, which I can perceive are written by 
the hand of a AIaster. 

“Pray get for me all the editions of ‘Walton’s 
Lives.’ I have a notion that the republication of 
them with Notes will fall upon me, between Dr. 
Horne and Lord Hailes.” ^ 

Air. Shaw’s proposals f for “An Analysis of the 
Scotch Celtic Language ” were thus illuminated by 
the pen of J ohnson : 

“ Though the Erse Dialect of the Celtic language 
has, from the earliest times, been spoken in Britain, 
and still subsists in the northern parts and adjacent 
islands, yet, by the negligence of a people rather war- 
like than lettered, it has hitherto been left to the caprice 

1 [None of the persons here mentioned executed the work which 
they had in contemplation. Walton’s valuable book, however, has 
been correctly republished in quarto and octavo, with notes and 
illustrations, by the Rev. Mr. Zouch. — M.j 
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and judgement of every speaker, and has floated in the 
living voice, without the steadiness of analogy, ^ or 
direaion of rules. An Erse Grammar is an addition 
to the stores of literature; and its aiitliour hopes for 
the indulgence always shewn to those that attempt to 
do what was never done before. If his work shall be 
found defective, it is at least all his own : he is not like 
other grammarians, a compiler or transcriber; what 
he delivers, he has learned by attentive observation 
among his countrymen, who perhaps will be them- 
selves surprized to see that speech reduced to 
principles which they have used only by imitation. 

The use of this book will, however, not be con- 
fineci to the mountains and islands : it will afford a 
pleasing and important subject of speculation, to those 
whose studies lead them to trace the affinity of lan- 
guages, and the migrations of the ancient races of 
mankind.'^ 

, “ To Dr.' Samuel Johnson, 

“Glasgow, April 2 g, 1777. 

“ Our worthy friend Thrale’s death having ap- 
peared in the news-papers, and been afterwards con- 
tradicted, I have been placed in a state of very uneasy 
uncertainty, from which I hoped to be relieved by 
you : but my hopes have as yet been vain. How 
could you omit to write to me on such an occasion ? 

I shall wait with anxiety. 

“ I am going to Aiichinleck to stay a fortnight with 
my father. It is better not to be there very long at 
one time. But frequent renewals of attention are 
agreeable to him. 

“ Pray tell me about this edition of ‘ The English 
Poets, with a Preface, biographical and critical, to 
each Aiithoiir, by Samuel Johnson, LL.Dfl which I 
see advertised. I am delighted Avith the prospect of 
it. Indeed I am happy to feel that I am capable of 
being so much delighted with literature. But is not 
the charm of this publication chiefly owing to the 
magnum nomen in the front of it? 



1777 BOSWELL A DEAR LADY 9 1 

“ What do you say of. Lord Chesterfield’s Memoirs 
and last Letters ? 

« My wife has made marmalade of oranges for you. 

I left her and my daughters and Alexander all well 
yesterday. I have taught Y'eronica to speak of you 
thus Johiij-i?;/, not JohnjAw. I remain, my 

dear Sir, 

‘‘ Ymur most affectionate, 

‘‘ And obliged humble servant, 

“ James Boswell.” 

‘‘ To James Boswell, Esq. 

‘‘ DEAR SIR, 

^’^The Story of Mr. Thrale’s death, as he had 
neither been sick nor in any other danger, made so 
little impression upon me that I never thcmght about 
obviating its effects on any body else. It is supposed. 

I to have been produced by the English custom of 
h making April fools, that is, of sending one another on 
' some foolish errand on the first of April. 

Tell Mrs. Boswell that I shall taste her marmalade 
cautiously at first. Tivieo Dana os et dona 
Beware, says the Italian proverb, of a reconciled 
enemy. But when I find it does me no harm, I shall ,, 
then receive it and be thankful for_ it, as a pledge of 
firm, and, I hope, of unalterable kindness. She is, 
after all, a dear, dear lady. 

“ Please to return Dr. Blair thanks for his sermons. 

The Scotch write English wonderfully well. 

Y^our frequent visits to Auchinleck, and your short 
stay there, are very Jaudable and very judicious. 

Your present concord with your father gives me great 
pleasure j it was all that you seemed to want. 

“ My health is very bad, and my nights are very 
1 unquiet. What can I do to mend them? I have 
1 for this summer nothing better in prospect than a 
journey into Staffordshire and Derbyshire, perhaps 
with Oxford and Birmingham in my way. ^ 

“Make my compliments to Miss Veronica; I must 
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leave* it to philosophy to comfort you for the loss 
of little David. You must remember that to keep 
three out of four is more than your share. Mrs. 
Thrale has but four out of eleven. 

‘‘I am engaged to write little Lives, and little 
Prefaces, to a little edition of the English Poets. I 
think I have persuaded the booksellers to insert 
something of Thomson; and if you could give me 
some information about him, for the Life which we 
have is very scanty, I should be glad. I am, dear 
Sir, 

Your most aftectionate humble servant, 
'‘Sam. Johnson.” 

-Maya. W77.’' 


To those who delight in tracing the progress of 
works ol: literature, it will be an entertainment to 
compare the limited design with the ample execution 
of that admirable performance, “ The Lives of the 
English Poets,” which is the richest, most beautiful, 
and indeed most perfect, production of Johnson’s 
pen. His notion of it at this time appears in the 
preceding letter. He has a memorandum in this 
yeai, "29 March, Easter-Eve, I treated with book- 
sellers oip a bargain, but the time was not long.” ^ 
The bargain was concerning that undertaking ; but his 
tender conscience seems alarmed, lest it should have 
intiiided too much on his devout preparation for the 
solemnity of the ensuing day. But, indeed, very 
iittle time was necessary for Johnson’s concluding a 
treaty pvith the booksellers; as he had, I believe, less 
attention to profit from his labours than any man to 
whom literature has been a profession. I shall here 
insert ^om a letter to me from my late worthy friend 
i lr. Edw^ard Drily, though of a later date, an account 
01 this plan so happily conceived; since it was the 
occasion of procuring for us an elegant collection of 
the best biography and criticism of wLich our language 
can boast. e e 

MVayers and Meditations, p. i:;. 
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‘ I.IVES OF THE POETS ” 


''To James Boswell, Esq. 

"Southhili, Sept. 26, 1777. 

" DEAR SIR, ^ ^ ■ 

"You M’ill find by this letter that I am still in 
the same calm retreat, from the noise and bustle of 
London, as when I Mrote to you last. I am happy 
to find you had such an agreeable meeting with your 
old friend Dr. Johnson ; I have no doubt your stock 
is much increased by the interview ; few men, nay 
I may say, scarcely any man has got that fund of 
knowledge and entertainment as Dr. Johnson in 
conversation. AVhen he opens freely, every one is 
attentive to what he says, and cannot fail of improve- 
ment as well as pleasure. 

"The edition of the Poets, now printing, will do 
honour to the English press ; and a concise account 
of the life of each authour, by Dr. Johnson, will be a 
very valuable addition, and stamp the reputation of 
this edition superiour to any thing that is gone before. 
The first cause that gave rise to this undertaking, I 
believe, was owing to the little trifling edition of the 
Poets printing by'the Martins at Edinburgh, and to 
be sold by Bell, in London. Upon examining the 
volumes which were printed, the type was found so 
extremely small that many persons could not read 
them; not only this inconvenience attended it, but 
the inaccuracy of the press was very conspicuous. 
These reasons, as well as the idea of an invasion 
of what we call our Literary Property, induced the 
London Booksellers to print an elegant and accurate 
edition of all the English poets of reputation, from 
Chaucer to the present time. 

" Accordingly a select number of the most respect- 
able booksellers met on the occasion; and, on con- 
sulting together, agreed that all the proprietors of 
copy-right in the various Poets should be summoned 
together ; and when their opinions were given, to 
proceed immediately on the business. Accordingly 
a meeting was held, consisting of about forty of the 
most respectable booksellers of London, when it was 
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agreed that an elegant and uniform edition of ^ The 
English Poets' should be immediately printed, with 
a concise account of the life of each authour, by Dr. 
Samuel Johnson ; and that three persons should be 
deputed to wait upon Dr. Johnson to solicit him 
to undertake the Lives, %nz. T. Davies, Strahaii, and 
CadelL The Doctor very politely undertook it, and 
seemed exceedingly pleased with the proposal. As 
to the terms, it was left entirely to the Doctor to 
name his own ; he mentioned two hundred guineas ; ^ 
it was immediately agreed to ; and a farther compli- 
ment, I believe, will be made him. A committee was 
likewise appointed to engage the best engravers, 
vh. Bartolozzi, Sherwin, Hall, &c. Likewise another 
committee for giving directions about the paper, 
printing, Rrc. so that the whole will be conducted 
with spirit, and in the best manner, with respect to 
authourship, editorship, engravings, &c. &rc. ^M,y 
brother will give you a list of the Poets we 
to give, many of which are within the time of|.tl;ip" 
of Anne, which Martin and Bell cannot give’, 

as they have no property in them ; the proprietors are 
almost all the booksellers in London, of consequence. 

I am, dear Sir, “ Ever yoiir’s, 

'‘Edward Dilly.’' 

I shall afterwards have occasion to consider the 
extensive and varied range which Johnson took, 
when he was once led upon ground which he trod 
with a peculiar delight, having long been intimately 
acquainted with all the circumstances of it that could 
interest and please. 

“Dr. Johnson to Charles O’Connor, Esq.^ 

“ SIR, 

“Having had the pleasure of conversing with 
Dr. Campbell about 5''our character and your literary 

y [Johnson’s moderation in demanding so small a sum is extra- 
ordinary. Had he asked one thousand, or even, fifteen hundred 
guineas, the booksellers, who knew the value of his name, would 
doubtless have readily given it. They have probablr got five thou- 
sand guineas by this work in the course of twentv-five years — M' 1 
Joseph Cooper Walker, of the Treakirv, Dublin, who 
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iiridertaking, I am resolved to gratify myself by re- 
newing a correspondence wiiich began and ended a 
great while ago, and ended, I am afraid, by my fault ; 
a fault which, if you have not forgotten it, you must 
now forgive. 

“ If I have ever disappointed you, give me leave 
to tell you that you have likewise disappointed me. 
I expected great discoveries in Irish antiquity, and 
large publications in die Irish language; but the 
world still remains as it was, doubtful and ignorant. 
What the Irish language is in itself, and to what 
languages it has affinity, are very interesting ques- 
tions, which every man washes to see resolved that 
has any philological or historical curiosity. Dr. 
Leland begins his history too late : the ages which 
deserve an exact enquiry are those times (for such 
there were) ■when Ireland \vas the school of the west, 
the quiet habitation of sanctity and. literature. If 
you could give a history, though imperfect, of the 
Irish, nation, from its conversion to Christianity to 
the invasion from England, you ivould amplify knoiv- 
ledge W'ith new vieivs and new objects. Set about it 
therefore, if you can : do what you can easily do 
’without anxious exactness. Lay the foundation, and 
leave the superstructure to posterity. I am. Sir, 

“ A' our humble servant, 

'^Sam. Johnson.’' 


‘May 19, 1777.” 


Early in this year came out, in two volumes quarto, 
the posthumous works of the learned Dr. Zachar}’’ 
Pearce, Bishop of Rochester ; being A Commentary, 
with Notes, on the four Evangelists and the Acts of 


oblh’ing'ly coniniiini Gated to me this and a forniei lettei from Dt. 
fobnson. to the same gentleman, (for which see voi. i. page 241) 
writes to me as follows : — “ Perhaps it would gratify you to have 
some account of iMr. O’Connor. He is an amiable, lepied, vene- 
rable old gentleman, of an independent fortune, who lives at Lela- 
nao-ar in the county of Roscommon ; he is an admired writer, and 
Member of the Irish Academy.— The above Letter alluded to in 
the Preface to the 2cl edit, ofdiis Dissert, p. 3. —Mr. O Connor 
afterwards died at the age of eighty-two, July i,_ 1791. bee a well- 
drawn character of him in the Gentleman s Magazine foi August 17Q1- 
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the Apostles,” with other theological pieces. Johnson 
had now an opportunity of making a grateful return 
to that excellent prelate, who, we have seen, was the 
only person who gave him any assistance in the com- 
pilation of his dictionary. The Bishop had left some 
account of his life and character, written by himself. 
To this Johnson made some valuable additions,! and 
also furnished to the editor, the Reverend Mr. Derby, 
a Dedication,! which 1 shall here insert, both because 
it will appear at this time with, peculiar propriety; and 
because it will tend to propagate and increase that 
“ fervour of Loyalty^' which in me, who boast of the 
name of Tory, is not only a principle, but a passion. 

“To I’EiE King. 

“ sm, 

“ I PRESUME to lay before your Majesty the last 
labours of a learned Bishop, who died in the toils and 
duties of his calling. He is now beyond the reach of 
ail earthly honours and rewards ; and only the hope 
of inciting others to' imitate him makes it now fit to 
be remembered that he enjoyed in his life the favour 
of your Majesty. 

“The tumultuary life of Princes seldom "permits 
them to survey the wide extent, of national dhterest, 
without losing sight of private merit ; to exhibit quali- 
ties which may be imitated by the highest and the 
humblest of mankind : and to be at once amiable 
and great. 

^ “Such characters, if now and then they appear in 
history, are contemplated with admiration. May it 
be the ambition of all your subjects to make haste 
with their tribute of reverence ; and as posterity may 
learn from your Majesty how Kings should live, may 
they learn likewise from your people how they should 
be honoured. I am, 

“ May it please your Majesty, 

“ With the most profound respect, 

“ Your Majesty’s ' 

“ Most dutiful and devoted, 

“ Subject and servant.” 


1777 PROLOGUE TO KELLY’S PLAY 97 

In the summer he wrote a Prologue'*^ which was 
spoken before ‘UA Word to the Wise,” a comedy by 
Mr. Hugh Kelly, which had been brought upon the 
stage in 1770 ; but he being a writer for the ministry 
in one of the news-papers, it fell a sacrifice to popular 
fury, and, in the play-house phrase, was damned. By 
the generosity of Mr. Harris, the proprietor of Coveiit- 
Garden theatre, it was now exhibited for one night, 
for the benefit of the authour’s widow and children. 
To conciliate the favour of the audience was the in^ 
tendon of Johnson’s Prologue, which, as it is not long, 
I shall here insert, as a proof that his poetical talents 
were in no degree impaired. 

‘‘This night presents a play, which publick rage, 

Or right or wrong, once hooted from the stage : 

; From zeal or malice, now no more we dread, 

For English vengeance wars not with the dead. 

A generous foe regards with pitying eye 

The man whom Fate has laid where all must lie^ 

To wit, reviving from its authour’s dust, 

Be kind, ye judges, or at least be just : 

Let no renewed hostilities invade 
Til’ oblivious grave’s inviolable shade. 

Let one great payment every claim appease, 

And him who cannot hurt, allow to please ; 

To please by scenes, unconscious of oifence, 

By harmless merriment, or useful sense. 

Where aught of bright or fair the piece displays,. 
Approve it only ; — ’tis too late to praise. 

If want of skill or want of care appear, 

Forbear to hiss ; — the poet cannot hear. 

By all, like him, must praise and blame be found,, 
At last, a fleeting gleam, or empty sound ; 

Yet then shall calm reflection bless the night, 

When liberal pity dignified delight; 

I When pleasure fir’d her torch at virtue’s flame, 

{ And mirth was bounty with an humbler name.” 

1 A circumstance which could not fail to be very 

I pleasing to Johnson occurred 

I VOL. 11. 
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of Thomas Overbiiry,” written by his early 
companion in London, Richard Savage, was brought 
out with alterations at Driiry-Lane theatred The 
Prologue to it was written by Mr. Richard Brinsley 
Sheridan ; in which, after describing very pathetically 
the wretchedness of 

Ill-fated Savage, at whose birth was giv’n 
No parent but the Muse, no friend but Heav’n ; ” 

he introduced an elegant compliment to Johnson on 
his Dictionary, that wonderful performance which 
cannot be too often or too highly praised ; of which 
Mr. Harris, in his ‘‘Philological Inquiries,” ^ justly 
and liberally observes, “Such is its merit, that our 
language does not possess a more copious, learned, 
and valuable work.” The concluding lines of this 
Prologue were these : 

“ So pleads the tale that gives to future times 
The son’s misfortunes and the parent’s crimes ; 

There shall his fame (if own’d to-night) survive, 
Fix’d by the hand that bids our language 

LIVE.” 

Mr. Sheridan here at once did honour to his taste 
and to his liberality of sentiment, by showing that he 
was not prejudiced from the unlucky difference which 
had taken place between his worthy father and Dr. 
Johnson. I have already mentioned that Johnson 
was very desirous of reconciliation with, old Mr. 
Sheridan. It will, therefore, not seem at all surpriz- 
ing that he was zealous in acknowledging the brilliant 
merit of his son. While it had as yet been displayed 
only in the drama, Johnson proposed him as a member 
of The Literary Club, observing, that “ He who 

^ [p^VJuthour has here fallen into a slight mistake : the proloo-ue 
10 this revived tragedy being written by Mr. Sheridan,- Mr. Boswell 
very naturally supposed that it was performed at Druryi-Lane theatre, 
But m. face as Mr. Kemble observes to me. it was acted at the 
theatre m Covent Garden. — M.] 

“ Part First, Chap. 4. 

^ Life of Richard Savage,’’ by Dr. Johnson. 
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has written the two best comedies of his age is surely 
a considerable man.” And he had, accordingly, the 
honour to be elected ; for an honour it undoubtedly 
must be allowed to be, when it is considered of whom 
that society consists, and that a single black ball 
excludes a candidate. 


Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

‘‘July 9, 1777. 

“ MY DEAR SIR, 

“ For the health of my wife and children I have 
taken the little country-house at which }mu visited my 
uncle, Dr. Boswell, who, having lost his wife, is gone 
to live with his son. We took possession of our villa 
about a week ago ; we have a garden of three-quarters 
of an acre, well stocked wdth fruit-trees and flowers, 
and gooseberries and currants, and pease and beans, 
and cabbages, &c. &c. and my children are quite happy. 
I now write to you in a little study, from the window 
of which I see around me a verdant grove, and beyond 
it the lofty mountain called Arthur’s Seat. 

“ Your last letter, in which you desire me to send 
you some additional information concerning Thomson, 
reached me very fortunately just as I was going to 
Lanark, to put my wife’s two nephews, the young 
Campbells, to school there, under the care of Mr. 
Thomson, the master of it, whose wife is sister to the 
authour of ‘The Seasons.’ She is an old womans 
but her memory is very good; and^ she wall with 
pleasure give me for you every particular that you 
wish to know, and she can tell. _ Pray then take the 
trouble to send me such questions as may lead ^ to 
biographical materials. You say that the Life which 
we have of Thomson is scanty. Since I received 
your letter, I have read his Life, published under the 
name of Cibber, but as you told me, really written by 
a Mr. Shiels;^ that written by Dr. Murdoch; one 
prefixed to an edition of the ‘ Seasons,’ published at 
Edinburgh, which is compounded of both, with the 
^ See pp. 23, 24 of this volume. 
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addition of an anecdote of Quin’s relieving Thomson 
from prison ; the abridgement of Murdoch’s account 
of him, in the ^ Biographia Britannica,’ and another 
abridgement of it in the ‘ Biographical Dictionary,’ 
enriched with Dr. Joseph Warton’s critical panegyrick 
on the ‘ Seasons ’ in his ‘ Essay on the Genius and 
Writings of Pope:’ from all these it appears to me 
that we have a pretty full account of this poet. How- 
ever, you will, I doubt not, shew me many blanks, 
and I shall do what can be done to have them filled 
up. As Thomson never returned to Scotland, (which 
ym will tliink very wise,) his sister can speak from 
her own knowledge only as to the early part of his 
life. She has some letters from him, which may 
probably give light as to his more advanced progress, 
if she will let us see them, which I suppose she will. 

I believe George Lewis Scott ^ and Dr. Armstrong 
are now his only surviving companions, while he lived 
in and about London ; and they, I dare say, can tell 
more of him than is yet known. My own notion is 
that Thomson was a much coarser man than his 
friends are willing to acknowledge. His ' Seasons ’ 
are indeed full of elegant and pious sentiments : but 
a rank soil, nay a dunghill, will produce beautiful 
flowers. 

‘‘Your edition" of the ‘ English Poets’ will be very 
valuable, on account of the ‘ Prefaces and Lives.’ But 
I have seen a specimen of an edition of the Poets at 
the Apollo press, at Edinburgh, which, for excellence 
in printing and engraving, highly deserves a liberal 
encouragement. 


* [Geurge Lewis Scott, Esq. F.R.S., an amiable and learned 
man. formerly Sub-preceptor to his present Majesty, and afterwards 
appointed a Commissioner of Excise. He died in'iySo.— M.l 
- [Dr. Johnson was not the editor of this Collection of the English 
Joets ; he merely furnished the biographical prefaces with which it 
IS ennched ; is rightly stated in a subsequent page. 

^ He indeed, from a virtuous motive, recommended the works of 


, , ------ LilC VVUrKS oi 

Odi 01 five poets (whom he has named) to be added to the collec- 
tion , but he IS po otherwise answerable for any which are found. 
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are omitted.— The poems of Goldsmith (whose 
life I know he intended to write, for I collected some materials for 
.t by his desire,) were omitted, in consequence of a petty exclusive 
interest m some of them vested in Mr. Caiman, a bookseller — M 1 




1777 THOMSON: HUME: ADAM SMITH lOi 

“Alost sincerely do I regret the bad health and 
bad rest with which you have been afflicted ; and I 
hope you are better. I cannot believe that the pro- 
logue which you generously gave^ to A'lr.^ INelly’s 
widow and children the other day is the eftusion of 
one in sickness and in disquietude : but external cir- 
cumstances are never sure indications of the state of 
man. I send you a letter which I wrote to you two 
years ago at Wilton ; and did not send it at the time, 
for fear of being reproved as indulging too much 
tenderness ; and one wuitten to you at the tomb of 
Alelancthon, which I kept back, lest I should appear 
at once too superstitious and too enthusiastick. I 
now imagine that perhaps they may please you. 

'' You do not take the least notice of my propsal 
for our meeting at Carlisle.^ Though I have meritori- 
ously refrained from visiting London this year, I ask 
you if it would not be wrong that I should be two 
years without having the benefit of your conversation, 
when, if you come dowm as tar as Derbyshire, we may 
meet at the expence of a few days’ journeying, and 
not many pounds. I wish you to see Carlisle, which 
made me mention that place. But if you have not a 
desire to complete your tour of the English cathedrals, 
I will take a larger share of the road between this 
place and Ashbourne. So tell me w/iere you will hx 
for our passing a few days by ourselves. Now'- don’t 
cry ' foolish fellowg’ or ‘ idle dog.’ Chain your humour, 
and let your kindness play. 

You will rejoice to hear that Miss Macleod, of 
Rasay, is married to Colonel Mure Campbell, an 

1 Dr. Johnson had himself talked of oiir seeing Car]i.sle together. 
High was a favourite word of his to denote a person of rank. He 
said to me, “ Sir, I believe we may meet at the house of a Roman 
Catholick ladv in Cumberland ; a high lady, Siiy” I alterwards 
discovered that he meant Mrs. Strickland, sister of Charles Townley, 
Esq. whose very noble collection of statues and pictures is not more 
to be admired than his extraordinary and polite readiness in shew- 
ing it, which I and several of my friends have agreeably experienced. 
They who are possessed of valuable stores of gratification to persons 
of taste, should exercise their benevolence in imparting the plea.sure. 
Grateful acknowledgements are due to Welbore Ellis Agar, Esq. 
for the liberal access which he is pleased to allow to his exquisite 
collection of pictures. 
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excellent man, with a pretty good estate of his own, 
and the prospect of having the Earl of Loudoun’s 
fortune and honours. Is not this a noble lot for our 
fair Hebridean ? How happy am I that she is to be 
in Ayrshire. We shall have the Laird of Rasay, and 
old Malcolm, and I knov/ not how many gallant 
Macieods, and bagpipes, See. &c. at Auchinleck. 
Perhaps you may meet them ail there. 

“ Without doubt you have read what is called ^ The 
Lift' of David Hume,’ written by himself, with the 
letter from Dr. Adam Smith subjoined to it. Is not 
this an age of daring effrontery ? My friend Mr. 
Anderson, Professor of Natural Philosophy at Glasgow, 
at whose house you and I supped, and to whose care 
Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, was entrusted at that 
University, paid me a visit lately ; and after we had 
talked with indignation and contempt of the poisonous 
productions with which this age is infested, he said 
there was now an excellent opportunity for Dr. John- 
son to step forth. I agreed with him that you might 
knock Hume’s and Smith’s heads together, and make 
vain and ostentatious infidelity exceedingly ridiculous. 
Would it not be worth your while to crush such 
noxious weeds in the moral garden ? 

“ You have said nothing to me of Dr. Dodd. I 
know not how you think on that subject; though 
the news-papers give us a saying of yours in favour 
of mercy to him. But I own I am very desirous that 
the royal prerogative of remission of punishment 
should be employed to exhibit an illustrious instance 
of the regard which GOD’S Vicegerent will ever 
shew to piety and virtue. If for ten righteous men 
the Almighty would have spared Sodom, shall not 
a thousand acts of goodness done by Dr. Dodd 
counterbalance one crime ? Such an instance would 
do more to encourage goodness than his execution 
would do to deter from vice. I am not afraid of any 
oad consequence to society ; for who will persevere 
for a long course of years in a distinguished discharge 
, j religious duties with a view to commit a foro'erv 
with impunity ^ 
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Pray make my best compliments acceptable to 
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, by assuring them of my hearty 
joy that the Master, as you call him, is alive. I hope 
I shall often taste his Ch^miyeignQ—soberly. 

I have not heard from Langton for a long time. 
I suppose he is as usual, 

‘ Studious the busy moments to deceived 


“ I remain, my dear Sir, 

“ Your most affectionate 
“And faithful humble servant, 

“ James Boswell.” 

On the 23rd of June, I again wrote to Dr. Johnson, 
enclosing a ship-master’s receipt for a jar of orange- 
marmalade, and a large packet of Loid Hailes s 
“ Annals of Scotland.” 


“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“dear sir, _ 

“ I HAVE just received your packet iiom iMi. 
Thrale’s, but have not daylight enough to look much 
into it. I am glad that I have credit enough with 
Lord Hailes to be trusted with more copy. ,. I hope 
to take more care of it than of the last. I return 
Mrs. Boswell my aflectionate thanks for hei present, 
which I value as a token of reconciliation. 

“ Poor Dodd was put to death yesterday, in opposi- 
tion to the recommendation of the jury, the petition 
of the city of London,— and a subsequent petition 
sio-ned by three-and-twenty thousand hands. Surely 
the voice of the publick, when it calls so loudly, and 
calls only for mercy, ought to be heard. 

“ The saying that was given me in the papers i 
never spoke ; but I wrote many of his petitions, and 
some of his letters. He applied to me very often. 
He was, I am afraid, long flattered with hopes of life: 
but I had no part in the dreadful delusion; for as 
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soon as the King had signed his sentence, I obtained 
from Mr. Chamier an account of the disposition of 
the court towards him, w^ith a declaration that there 
was no hope even of a respite. This letter immediately 
was laid before Dodd ; but he believed those whom 
he wished to be right, as it is thought, till within three 
days of his end. He died with pious composure 
and resolution. I have just seen the Ordinary that 
attended him. His address to his fellow-convicts 
offended the Methodists; but he had a Moravian 
with him much of his time. His moral character is 
very bad : I hope all is not true that is charged upon 
him. Of his behaviour in prison an account will be 
published. 

I give you joy of your country-house, and your 
pretty garden ; and hope some time to see you in 
your felicity. I was much pleased with your two 
letters that had been kept so long in store ; ^ and 
rejoice at Miss Rasay’s advancement, and wish Sir 
Allan success. 

“ I hope to meet you somewhere towards the north, 
but am loath to come quite to Carlisle. Can we not 
meet at Manchester ? But we will settle it in some 
other letters. 



1 Since they have been so much honoured by Dr. Johnson, I shall 
here insert them : 

“To Mr, Samuel Johnson. 

“MY EVI-;R IDEAR AND MUCH-RESPECTED SIR, 

“ You know my solemn enthusiasm of mind. You love me for 
it, and I respect myself for it, because in so far I resemble Mr. 
Johnson. You will be agreeably surprized when you learn the 
reason of my writing this letter. ' I am at WittembtM'g in Saxony. 
1 am in the old church where the Reformation was first preached, 
and where -some of the reformers lie interred. I cannot resist the 
serious pleasure of writing to Mr. Johnson from the tomb of Melanc- 
thon. My paper rests upon the gravestone of that great and good 
man, who was undoubtedly the worthiest of all the reformers. He 
wished to re.f'orm abuses which had been introduced into the Church ; 
but had no private resentment to gratify. So mild was he that 
vrhen lus aged mother consulted him with anxiety on the perplexing 
disputes of the times, he advi.sed lier ' to keep to the old religion.' aJ 
this tomb, then, my ever dear and respected friend ! I vow to thee 
an eternal attachment. It shall be my study to do what I can to 
rendei your life happy : and if you die before me, 1 shall endeavour 
it) do lionour to your memory; and, elevated bv the remembrance 
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Mr. Seward,^ a great favourite at Streatham, has 
been, I think, enkindled by our travels with a curiosity 
to see the Highlands. I have given him letters to you 
and Beattie. He desires that a lodging may be taken 
for him at Edinburgh, against his arrival. He is just 
setting out. 

“ Langton has been exercising the militia. Mrs. 
Williams is, I fear, declining. Dr. Lawrence says 
he can do no more. She is gone to summer in the 
country, with as many conveniences about her as she 
can expect ; but I have no great hope. We must all 
die : may we all be prepared ! 

'M suppose Miss Bosv/ell reads her book, and 
young xAlexander takes to his learning. Let me hear 

of you, persist in. noble piety. May God, the father of all beings, 
ever bless vou ! a.nd may you continue to love 

“ Your most affectionate friend, and devoted servant, 

“James Boswell. 

“Sunday, Sept, 30, 1764.” 

“To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“Wilton-house, April 22, 1775 ' 

" scene of mv life confirms the truth of ydiat you have 

told me, ‘ there is no certain happiness m this state of ^ f “ 

here, amidst all that you know is at Lord 1 embrolp s , and yet 1 
am wearv and gloomy. I am just setting out for the house of an 
old friend in Devonshire, and shall not get back to Fondon for a 
week vet. You said to me last Good-kriday, with 
warmM my heart, that if I came to settle Fondon %vo 
have a day fixed every week to meet by ourselves M 

To be thought worthy of such a privilege cannot but nim 

Duriim my present absence from you, while, notwitlistandinj, the 
4 liet^M^'hich you allow me to possess, I am darkened by iexi^vov-^iy 
doudV I beg to have a few lines from you ; a few lines nmrely of 
kindness as^'a viaticum till I see you again. In your V anity of 
Human Wishes,’ and in Parnell’s ‘Contentment, 
sure means of enjoying happiness ; or, at least, the hopes of happi- 
ness. I ever am, with reverence and affection, ^ 

‘ ‘ Most faithfully your s, 

“James Boswell. 

1 William Seward, Esq. F.R.S., editor of ‘‘Anecdotes of some 
distinguished persons,” &c. in four volumes, 8vo. well kno\vn to a 
numerous and valuable acquaintance for his literature, love of the 
fine arts and social virtues. I am indebted to him for seveial com- 
munications concerning Johnson. ^ fit the 

[This gentleman, who was born m 1747, and was educated at the 
Charter-House, and at Oxford, died in London, April 24, 1799. M.j 
VOL. II. ^ ^ 




about them ; for every thing that belongs to you, 
belongs in a more remote degree, and not, I hope, 
very remote, to, dear Sir, 

‘‘Yours affectionately, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

" June 23 , 1777." 


TO THE SAME. 

“dear sir, 

“ This gentleman is a great favourite at Streat- 
ham, and therefore you will easily believe that he has 
very valuable qualities. Our narrative has kindled him 
with a desire of visiting the Highlands after having 
already seen a great part of Europe. You must 
receive him as a friend, and, when you have directed 
him to the curiosities of Edinburgh, give him instruc- 
tions and recommendations for the rest of his journey. 
I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

“ June 24, 1777.” 

Johnson’s benevolence to the unfortunate was, I 
am confident, as steady and active as that of hhy of 
those who have been most eminently distinguished 
for that virtue. Innumerable proofs of it I have no 
doubt will be for ever concealed from mortal eyes. 
We may, however, form some judgement of it from 
the many and very various instances which have been 
discovered. One, which happened in the course of 
this summer, is remarkable from the name and con- 
nection of the person who was the object of it. The 
circumstance to which I allude is ascertained by two 
letters, one to Mr. Langton, and another to the 
Reverend Dr. Vyse, rector of Lambeth, son of the 
respectable clergyman at Lichfield, who was contem- 
porary with Johnson, and in whose father’s family 
Johnson had the happiness of being kindly received 
in his early years. 
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i£ _ Johnson to Bennet Langton, Esq. 

'^^fHAVE lately been much disordered by a diffi- 
culty of breathing, but am now better. I hope your 

^"°“you Imow we have been talking lately of St. 
Cross at Winchester; I have an old acquaintance 
whose distress makes him very desirous of an hospital, 
and I am afraid I have not strength enough to get 
him into the Chartreux. He is a painter, who never 
rose higher than to get his immediate living, ^nd fiom 
at eicxhtv-threeThe is disabled by a slight stroke 
of the palsy such as does not make him at all helpl^s 
1 com^it'n Occasions, though his hand is not steady 

’“"“MySqSesMs. that you will try to obtain a pro- 
mise oLhe next vacancy, from Bishop of Chester 
It is not a great thing to ask, and I hope we shall 
obtain it Hr Warton has promised to favour him 
I hope S. may end h.. day, in 

peace. I ani, ' ? your most humble servant, 

‘‘Sam. Johnson.” 

"‘June 29, 1777- ” 

“To THE Reverend Dr. Vyse, at Lambeth. 

"o I doubt not but you will readily forgive me for 
takinc^ the liberty of requesting your assistance in 
SSSmendiog aZ old friend to his Grace the Arch- 
bishop as Governor of the Charter-house. 

“His name is He Groot; he was born at Glou- 
cester • I have known him many years. He has all 
S common claims to charity, being old, poor, and 
nfirm ta a great degree. He has likewise another 
claim, to which no scholar can f ^ 

is by several descents the nephew of Hugo Grotms , 
of him from whom perhaps every man of learning 
is learnt something." Let it not be said that in any 
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lettered country a nephew of Grotiiis asked a charity 
and was refused. I am, reverend Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

‘‘Sam. Johnson.” 

‘OHy 9, 1777." 


[To THE Reverend Dr. A~yse, at Lambeth. 

‘‘If any notice should be taken of the recommenda- 
tion which I took the liberty of sending you, it will 
be necessary to know that Mr. De Groot is to be 
found at No. 8 , in Pye-street, Westminster. This 
information, when I wrote, I could not give you ; and 
being going soon to Lichfield, think it necessary to 
be left behind me. 

“ More I w'ill not say. You will want no persuasion 
to succour the nephew of Grotius. 

“ I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.’I 

“July 22, 1777.” 


“The Reverend Dr. Vyse to Mr. Boswell. 

,, “Lambeth, Tune g, 1787. 

“ SI R, ‘ ^ / 

“ I HAVE searched in vain for the letter which I 
spoke of, and which I wished, at your desire, to com- 
municate to you. It was from Dr. Johnson, to return 
me thanks for my application to Archbishop Corn- 
wa.lis in favour of poor De Groot. He rejoices at 
the success it met with, and is lavish in the praise he 
bestows upon his favourite, Hugo Grotius. I am 
really sorry that I cannot find this letter, as it is 
worthy of the writer. ^ That which I send you en- 
closed, IS at your service. It is very short, and will 
not perhaps_ be thought of any consequence, unless 
yyu snould judge proper to consider it as a proof of 
the very humane part which Dr. Johnson took in 

* Lhe preceding letter. 
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behalf of a distressed and. deserving person. I am, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

“ W. Yyse.’’ ^ 


‘'Dr. Johnson to Mr. Edward Dilly. 

“ SIR, , 1 T 1 

“To the collection of English Poets i nave 

reconiiiiended the volume of Dr. \vatts to be added ^ 
his name has long been held by me in veneration, 
and I would not willingly be reduced to tell^ of him 
only that he was born and died. Yet of his life I 
know very little, and therefore must pass him in a 
manner very unworthy of his character, unless some 
of his idiends will favour me with the necessary in- 
formation ; many of them must be known to you ; 
and by your influence perhaps I may obtain some 
instmction : My plan does not exact much ; but I 
wish to distinguish Watts, a man who never wrote 
but for a good purpose. Be pleased to do for me 

w^hat you can. I am. Sir, 

“ Your humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

“ Bolt-Court, Fleet-street, 

]uly 7, 1777-’' 

“ To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“Edinburgh, July 15 , 1 777- 

“MY DEAR SIR, 

“ The fate of poor Dr. Dodd made a dismal im- 
pression upon my mind. 

“ I had sagacity enough to divine that you wTote 
his speech to the Recorder, before sentence wms pro- 
nounced. I am glad you have written so much for 

1 TDr Vvse, at ray request, was so obliging as once niore to 
endeavour to recover the letter of Johnson to which he alludes biu 
xvithont success • for, April 23, 1800, he wrote to me thus : i have 
a^ain searched, but in vain, for one of his lett^s, in which he speaks 
In his own nervous style of Hugo 

descendant of the family of Grotiiis, and Archbishop Coimvallis 
v/illingly complied with Dr. Johnson s request. M.J 
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him : and I hope to be favoured with an exact list of 
the several pieces when we meet. 

I received Mr. Seward as the friend of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thrale, and as a gentleman recommended by 
[Ir. Johnson to my attention. I have introduced him 
•o Lord Karnes, Lord Monboddo, and Mr. Nairne. 
He is gone to the Highlands with Dr. Gregory ; when 
be returns I shall do more for him. 

“ Sir Allan Maclean has carried that branch of his 
cause, of which we had good hopes ; the President and 
one other Judge only were against him. I wish the 
House of Lords may do as well as the Court of Session 
has done. But Sir Allan has not the lands of Brolos 
quite cleared by this judgement, till a long account is 
made up of debts and interests on the one side, and 
rents on the other. I am, however, not much afraid 
of the balance. 

‘‘ "Macquarry’s estates, Stafta and all, were sold 
A’esterday, ancl bought by a Campbell. I fear he will 
have little or nothing left out of the purchase money. 

“ I send you the case against the negro by Mr. 
Cullen, son to Dr. Cullen, in opposition to .Mac- 
laiirin's for liberty, ■ of which you have approved. 
Pray read this, and tell me what you think as a Poli- 
ticiiifi^ as well as a Foet^ upon the subject. 

“ Be so kind as to let me know how your time is 
to be distributed next autumn. I will meet you at 
Manchester, or where you please; but I "wish you 
would complete your tour of the cathedrals, and come 
to Carlisle, and I will accompany you a part of the 
way homewards, I am ever, 

‘‘ Most faithfully yours, 

'' James BoswellA 


To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ Your notion of the necessity of an yearly inter- 
view is very pleasing to both my vanity and tender- 
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do. I shall go to Ashbourne, and I purpose to make 
Dr. Taylor invite you. If you live awhile with me 
at his house, we shall have much time to ourselves, 
and our stay will be no expence to us or him. I shall 
leave London the 28th ; and, after some stay at Oxford 
and Lichfield, shall probably come to Ashbourne 
about the end of your Session ; but of all this you shall 
have notice. Be satisfied we will meet somewhere. 

What passed between me and poor Dr. Dodd 
you shall know more fully when we meet. 

“ Of law-suits there is no end ; poor Sir Allan must 
have another trial, for which, however, his antagonist 
cannot be much blamed, having two Judges on his 
side. I am more afraid of the debts than of the 
House of Lords. It is scarcely to be imagined to 
what debts will swell that are daily increasing by 
small additions, and how carelessly in a state of des- 
peration debts are contracted. Poor Macquarry was 
far from thinking that when he sold his islands he 
should receive nothing. For %vhat were they sold ? 
And what was their yearly value ? The admission of 
money into the Highlands will soon put an end to the 
feudal modes of life, by making those men landlords 
who were not chiefs. I do not know that the people 
will suffer by the change ; but there \vas in the patri- 
archal authority something venerable and pleasing. 
Every eye must look with pain on a Campbell turning 
the Macqnarries at will out of their sedes avita^ their 
hereditary island. 

“ Sir Alexander Dick is the only Scotsman liberal 
enough not to be angry that I could not find trees, 
where trees were not. I was much delighted by his 
kind letter. 

I remember Rasay with too much pleasure not to 
partake of the happiness of any part of that amiable 
family. Our ramble in the islands hangs upon my 
imagination, I can hardly help imagining that we 
shall go again. Pennant seems to have seen a great 
deal which w^e did not see : When we travel again, let 


II 
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change in the form of life gives from time to 
lime a new epocha of existence. In a new place 
Fa -re is something new to be done, and a different 
svslein of thoughts rises in the mind. I wish I could 
gather . currants in your garden. Now fit up a little 
Nindv, and have your books ready at hand ; do not 
SI,, are a little money, to make your habitation pleasing 
yourseif. 

have dined lately with poor dear . I do 

not think he goes on well. His table is rather coarse, 
arid he has his children too much about him.^ But 
he is a very good man. 

Mrs. IVllliams is in the country, to try if she can 
improve her health ; she is very ill. Matters have 
come so about that she is in the country with very 
good accommodation ; but age, and sickness, and 
pride, have made her so peevish that I was forced to 
bribe the maid to stay with her, by a secret stipula- 
tion of half a crown a week over her wages. 

Our Club ended its session about six weeks ago. 
We now only meet to dine once a fortnight. Mr. 
Dunning, the great lawyer, is one of our members. 
The Thrales are well. 

I long to know how the negro’s cMse will be 
decided. What is the opinion of Lord Auchioleck, 
or Lord Hailes, or Lord Monboddo ? 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your most affectionate, &:c. 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

“July 22, 1777.” 

“ Dr. Johnson to Mrs. Boswell. 

“ MADA,:\r, 

“ Though I am well enough pleased with the 
taste of sweetmeats, very little of the pleasure which I 

* This very just remark I hope will be constantly held in remem- 
brance by parents, who are in general too apt to Indulge their own 
fond feelings for their children at the expence of their friends. I'lie 
common custom of introducing them after dinner is highly injudi- 
cious. it is agreeable enough tiiat they should appear at any other 
lime; but they should not be '-..x- 


1777 RECONCILIATION WITH MRS. BOSWELL. II 3 

received at the arrival of your jar of marmalade arose 
from eating it. I received it as a token of friendshipj 
as a proof of reconciliation, things much sweeter than 
sweetmeats, and upon this consideration I return you, 
dear Madam, my sincerest thankfs. By having your 
kindness I think I have a double security for the 
continuance of Mr. BosAvell’s, which it is not to be 
expected that any man can long keep, when the 
influence of a lady so highly and so justly valued 
operates against him. Mr. Boswell will tell you that 
I was always faithful to your interest, and always 
endeavoured to exalt you in his estimation. You 
must now do the same for me. We must all help one 
another, and you must no^v consider me as, dear 
Madam, 

Your most obliged 

“ And most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.’' 

‘‘July 22, 1777.” 

Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

“Edinburgh, July 28, 1777. 

“ MY DEAR SIR, 

“ This is the day on which you were to leave 
London, and I have been amusing myself in the in- 
tervals of my law-drudgery with figuring you in the 
Oxford post-coach. I doubt, however, if you have 
had so merry a journey as you and I had in that 
vehicle last year, when you made so much sport with 
Gwyn, the architect. Incidents upon a journey are 
recollected with peculiar pleasure ; they are preserved 
in brisk spirits, and come up again in our minds, 
tinctured with that gaiety, or at least that animation, 
wdth which we first perceived them.” 

[I added that something had occurred which I was 
afraid might prevent me from meeting him ; and that 
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To James BoswelLj Esq. 

DEAR SIR, 

not disturb yourself about otir interviews: 
I hope we shall have many ; nor think it any thing 
hard or unusual that your design of meeting me is 
interrupted. We have both endured greater evils, and 
iia\'e greater evils to expect. 

J3osweirs illness makes a more serious dis- 
tress, Does the blood rise from her lungs or from 
i'jer stomach? From little vessels broken in the 
stomach tiiere is ]io danger. Blood from the lungs is, 
1 I'lelieve, always frothy, as mixed with wind. Your 
physicians know very well what is to be done. The 
loss of such a lady would, indeed, be very afflictive, 
and I hope she is in no danger. Take care to keep 
her mind as easy as is possible. 

‘‘ I have left Langton in London. He has been 
down with the militia, and is again quiet at home, 
talking to his little people, as I suppose you do some- 
times. xMake my compliments to Miss A^eronica.^ 
The rest are too young for ceremony. 

“ I cannot but hope that you have taken your 
eountry-house at a very seasonable time, and that it 
may conduce to restore or establish Mrs. Boswell’s 
ht.-alth, as well as provide room and exercise for the 
young ones. That you and your lady may both be 
happy, and long enjoy your happiness, is the sincere 
and earnest wish of, dear Sir, 

Your most, &c. 

“ Sam. Johnson Y 

“ Oxford, Aug. 4, 1777.” 

“ Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

[Informing him that my wife had continued to grow 
tietter, so that my alarming apprehensions were re- 
lieved j and that I hoped to disengage myself from 

‘ /VI, Is young lady, the authour’s eldest daughter, and at this 
t.hte aijout five years old, died in London, of a consumption, four 
iiionths after her father, Sept. 26, 1795.-^1.] 
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the other embarrassment which had occurred, and 
therefore requesting to. know particularly when he 
intended to be at Ashbourne.] 


“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ I AM this day come to Ashbourne, and have 
only to tell you that Dr. Taylor says you shall be 
welcome to him, and you know how welcome you will 
be to me. Make haste to let me know when you may 
be expected. 

Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell, and tell 
her I hope we shall be at variance no more. I am, 
dear Sir, your most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.'' 

“Aug. 30, 1777.*' 


To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ On Saturday I wrote a very short letter, imme- 
diately upon my arrival hither, to shew you that I am 
not less desirous of the interview than yourself* Life 
admits not of delays ; when pleasure can be had it is 
fit to catch it : Every hour takes away part of the 
things that please us, and perhaps part of our disposi- 
tion to be pleased. When I came to Lichfield, I found 
my old friend Harry Jackson dead. It was a loss, 
and a loss not to be repaired, as he was one of the 
companions of my childhood. I hope we may long 
continue to gain friends ; but the friends which merit 
or usefulness can procure us are not able to supply 
the place of old acquaintance, with whom the days of 
youth may be retraced, and those images revived 
which gave the earliest delight. If you and I live to 
be much older, we shall take great delight in talking 
over the Hebridean Journey. 

“ In the mean time it may not be amiss to contrive 
some other little adventure, but what it can be I know 
not ; leave it, as Sidney says, 


Il6 LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON I777 

^ To virtue, fortune, time, and woman’s breast ; ’ ^ 

!br 1 believe Mrs, Boswell must have soiiie part in the 
consultation. 

One thing you will like. The Doctor, so far as I 
can judge, is likely to leave us enough to ourselves. 
He was out to-day before I came down, and, I fancy, 


‘ ])y .'ir:: uiid mistake, in the first thime editions we find a reading 

in li'iis to which Dr. Johnson would by no nieians have sub- 
"criUtd; avVe having been substituted iox t hue. That crrour pro- 
i'Aibly was a mistake in the transcript of Johnson’s original letter, 
his hand- writing ix'ing often very difficult to read. The other devia- 
tion in the ’ot'gir.n.ing of the line {virtue instead of naiun^ must be 
lUributc'd to Iris memory having deceived him ; and tliei'efore has 
nc#t been ili-'turbed. 

The vwse quoted is the concluding line of a sonnet of Sidney’s, 
rk'whicii the eariiot copy, f believe, is found in Harrington’s trans- 
lation of Ariosto, 159'r, in the notes on the eleventh book : — “And 
llierefortr,” says he, “tliat excellent verse of Sir Philip Sidney in his 
Hr-,! AiirMHA, which I 'know not by wliat mishap is left out in the 
printed burike, ppo. 1590,] is in mine opinion worthie to be praised 
and h •llcA'.ed, to ma,ke a good and virtuous wife : 

“ ‘ W’lio doth desire that ehast liis wife should bee, 
j'irst he lie true, for ti'uth doth truth deserve ; 

Tl'.en be lie such, as shie his worth may see, 

And, alwaies one. creditwvith her preserve : 

Not toying kynd, nor causelessly iink\ nd, 

Not stirring tiioughts, nor yet denying right, 

Not spying faults, nor in plaine errors blind, 

Never hard I'larid, nor ever rayns [reins] too light ; 

As far from want, as far from vaine expeiice, 

'Fh' one doth enforce, the t’other doth entice : 

.Allow good companie, but drive from thence 
All fihhie mouths that glorie in their vice: 

This done, thou ha;st no more but leave the rest 

To nature , fortune, time, and woman’s breast.' ” 

I take this opportunity to add that in England’s FhVRNA.ssi;s, a 
collection of poetry printed in 1600, the second couplet of this sonnet 
is thus corruptly exliil.)ited : 

“ Then he he such as he his words may see, 

And ahvaies one credit ivhich her preserve : 
a variation, wliich I the rather mention, because the readings of 
that book have been triumphantly quoted when they happened to 
coiiidde with the sophistications of the second Folio edition of 
Shakspeare’s plays in 1632, as adding I know not what degree of 
atithority and authenticity to the latter : as if the corruptions of one 
book (and that abounding with the grossest falsifications of the 
authoum from whose works its extracts are made) could give any 
kind of support to another, which in every page is still more adul- 
terated and unfaithful. See Mr. Steevens’s STaksneare, vo'l. xx. 
p. 97, 5th edit. 1803.— M.'j 
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will stay out to dinner. I have brought the pa|)e,rs 
about poor Dodd to show you, but you will soon have 
dispatched them. 

Before 1 came away, I sent poor Mrs. Williams 
into the country, very ill of a pituitous defluxion, 
which wastes her gradually away, and which her phy- 
sician declares himself unable to stop. I supplied 
her, as far as could be desired, with all conveniences 
to make her excursion and abode pleasant and useful. 
But I am afraid she can only linger a short time in a 
morbid state of weakness and pain. 

“ The Thiales, little and great, are all well, and 
purpose to go to Brighthelmstone at Michaelmas. 
They will invite me to go with them, and perhaps I 
may go, but I hardly think I shall like to stay the 
wdiole time ; but of futurity Ave know but little. 

“ Mrs. Porter is well ; but Mrs. Aston, one of the 
ladies at Stowhiil, has been struck with a palsy, from 
which she is not likely ever to reco\^er. How soon 
may such a stroke fall upon us ! 

Write to me, and let us know when we may 
expect you. I am, dear Sir, 

“Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.’’ 

“ .Ashbourne, Sepl. i, 1777 .” 


“ Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

“ Edinburgh, Sept. 9, 1777. 

[After informing him that I was to set out next day, 
in order to meet him at Ashbourne ; — ] 

“ I have a present for you from Lord Hailes : the 
fifth book of ‘ Lactantius,’ which he has published 
with Latin notes. He is also to give you a few anec- 
dotes for your ^ Life of Thomson,’ who I find was 
private tutor to the present Earl of Hadington, Lord 
Hailes’s cousin, a circumstance not mentioned by Dr. 
Murdoch. I have keen expectations of delight from 
your edition of the English Poets.^ 

“ I am sorry for poor Mrs. Williams’s situation. 

^ [See p. ICO.— M.l 
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You will, however, have the comfort of reflecting on 
your kindness to her. Mr. Jackson’s death, and Mrs. 
Aston’s palsy, are gloomy circumstances. Yet surely 
we should be habituated to the uncertainty of life and 
health. When my mind is unclouded by melancholy 
1 consider the temporary distresses of this state of 
being as light afflictions/ by stretching my mental 
view into that glorious after-existence when they will 
api>ear to be as nothing. But present pleasures and 
present .pains must be felt. I lately read ‘ Rasselas ’ 
over again with great satisfaction. 

Since you are desirous to hear about Macqiiarry’s 
sale, I shall inform you particularly. The gentleman 
who purchased Ulva is Mr. Campbell, of Auchnaba : 
our friend Macquarry was proprietor of two-thirds of 
it, of which the rent was 156/. 5s. i^-d. This parcel 
was set up at 4,069/. 5s. id. but it sold for no less 
than 5,540/. The other third of Ulva, with the island 
of Staffla, belonged to Macquarry of Ormaig. Its 
rent, including that of Staffli, 83/. 12s. 2id. — set up 
at 21 78/. i6s. 4d. — sold for no less than 3,540/. 
The Laird of Col wished to purchase Ulva, but he 
thought the price too high, lliere may, indeed, be 
great improvements made there, both in fishing and 
agriculture; but the interest of the purchase-money 
exceeds the rent so very much that I doubt if the 
bargain will be profitable. There is an island called 
Little Colonsay, of 10/. yearly rent, which I am in- 
formed has belonged to the Macquarrys of Ldva for 
many ages, but which was lately claimed by the Pres- 
b}’terian Synod of Argyll, in consequence of a grant 
made to them by Queen Anne. It is believed that 
their claim will be dismissed, and that Little Colonsay 
will also be sold for the advantage of Macquarry’s 
creditors. What think you of purchasing this island, 
and endowing a school or college there, the master to 
be a clergyman of the Church of England? How 
venerable would such an institution make the name 
of Dr. Samuel Johns.on", in the Hebrides ! I have, 
like yourself, a wonderful pleasure in recollecting our 
travels in those islands. The pleasure is, I think, 
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greater than it reasonably should be, considering that 
we had not much either of beauty or elegance to 
charm our imaginations, or of rude novelty to 
astonish. Let us, by all means, have another expe- 
dition. I shrink a little from our scheme of going up 
the Baltick.^ I am sorry you have already been in 
Wales ; for I wish to see it. Shall we go to Ireland, 
of which I have seen but little ? We shall try to 
strike out a plan when we are at Ashbourne. I am 
ever 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

‘'James Boswell.’’ 


'‘To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ I WRITE to be left at Carlisle, as you direct 
me ; but you cannot have it. Your letter, dated 
Sept. 6, was not at this place till this day, Thursday, 
Sept. II ; and I hope you will be here before this is 

^ It appears that Johnson, now in his ‘sixty-eighth year, was 
seriously inclined to realize the project of our going up the FiSaltick, 
which I had started when we were in the isle of Sky ; for he thus 
writes to Mrs. Thrale ; Letters, vol. I. page 366 : 

‘ ‘ Ashbourne, Sept. 13, 1777. 

BOSWELL, I believe, is coming. He talks of being here 
to-day ; I shall be glad to see him : but he shrinks from the Baltick 
expeclition, which, I think, is the best scheine in our power: what 
we shall substitute, I know not. He wants to see Wales ; but, 
except the woods of Bachycraigh, what is there in Wales that can 
fill the hunger of ignorance, or'quench the thirst of curiosity? We 
may, perhaps, form some scheme or other ; but, in the phrase of 
Hockley in the Hole, it is pity he has not a better bottom.'' 

Such an ardour of mind, and vigour of enterprize, is admirable at 
any age ; but more particularly so at the advanced period at which 
Johnson was then arrived. I am sorry now that I did not insist on 
our executing that scheme. Besides the other objects of curiosity 
and observation, to have seen my illustrious friend received, as he 
probably would have been, by a prince so eminently distinguished 
for his variety of talents and acquisitions as the late King of Sweden ; 
and by the Empress of Russia, whose extraordinary abilities, inform- 
ation, and magnanimity, astonish the world, would have afforded a 
noble subject for contemplation and record. This reflection may 
possibly be thought too visionary by the more sedate and cold- 
blooded part of my readers ; yet I own I frequently indulge it with 
<in AornAQf- nn.ivailincr reeret. 
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at Carlisle.^ However, what you have not going, 
you may have returning ; and, as I believe I shall not 
love you less after our interview, it will then be as 
true as it is now, that I set a very high value upon 
your friendship, and count your kindness as one of 
the chief felicities of my life. Do not fancy that an 
intermission of writing is a decay of kindness. No 
man is always in a disposition to write ; nor lias any 
man a.t all times something to say. 

**That distrust which intrudes so often on your 
mind is a mode of melancholy, which, if it be the 
business of a wise man to be happy, it is foolish to 
indulge ; and, if it be a duty to preserve our faculties 
entire for their proper use, it is criminal. Suspicion 
is '\-ery often an useless pain. From that, and all other 
pains, I wish you free and safe ; for I am, dear Sir, 
Most affectionately yours, 

'‘Sam. Johnson.’' 

*' Asli bourne, Sept, it, 1777.” 

On Sunday evening, Sept. 14, I arrived at AsL 
bourne, and drove directly up to Dr.'" Taylor’s door. 
Dr. Johnson and he appeared before I had got out of 
the post-chaise, and welcomed me cordially. 

I told them that I had travelled all the preceding 
iiiglit, and gone to bed at Leek, in Staffordshire ; and 
that when I rose to go to church in the afternoon 
I was informed there had been an earthquake, of 
which, it seems, the shock had been felt in some 
degree at Ashbourne. Johnson. “Sir, it will be 
iiiiich exaggerated in public talk : for, in the first 
place, the common people do not accurately adapt 
their thoughts to the objects ; nor, secondly, do they 
accurately adapt their words to their thoughts : they 
do not mean to lie ; but, taking no pains to be exact, 
they give you very false accounts. A great part of 
their language is proverbial. If any thing rocks at 
all, they say it rocks like a cradle ; and in this way 
they go on.” 

^ it so happened. The letter svas forwarded to my house at 
Edinburgh. 
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The subject of grief for the loss of relations and 
friends being introduced, I observed that it was strange 
to consider how soon it in general wears away. Dr. 
Taylor mentioned a gentleman of the neighbourhood 
as the only instance he had ever known of a person 
who had endeavoured to retain grief. He told Dr. 
Taylor that after his Lady’s death, which aftected 
him deeply, he resolved that the grief, which he 
cherished vath a kind of sacred fondness, should be 
lasting ; but that he found he could not keep it long. 
Johnson. All grief for what cannot in the course 
of nature be helped soon wears away; in some 
sooner, indeed, in some later; but it never continues 
very long, unless where there is madness, such as will 
make a man have pride so fixed in his mind as to 
imagine himself a king ; or any other passion in an 
unreasonable way : for all unnecessary grief is unwise, 
and therefore will not be long retained by a sound 
mind. If, indeed, the cause of our grief is occasioned 
by our own misconduct, if grief is mingled with 
remorse of conscience, it should be lasting.” Bos- 
well. “ But, Sir, we do not approve of a man who 
very soon forgets the loss of a wife or a friend.” John- 
son. Sir, we disapprove of him, not because he soon 
forgets his grief, for the sooner it is forgotten the 
better, but because we suppose that, if he forgets his 
wife or his friend soon, he has not had much affection 
for them.” 

I was somewhat disappointed in finding that the 
edition of the English Poets, for which he was to write 
Prefaces and Lives, was not an undertaking directed 
by him : but that he was to furnish a Preface and Life 
to any poet the booksellers pleased. I asked him if 
he would do this to any dunce’s works, if they should 
ask him. Johnson. ‘^Y"es, Sir; and he was a 
dunce.” My friend seemed now not much to relish 
talking of this edition. 

On Monday, September 15, Dr. Johnson observed 
that every body commended such parts of his “ Journey 
to the Western Islands ” as were in their own way. 

For instance, (said he,) Mr. Jackson (the all-knowing) 
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told me there was more good sense upon trade in it 
than lie should hear in the House of Commons in a 
year, except from Burke. Jones commended the part 
wiiich treats of language ; Burke that which descrilies 
the inhabitants of mountainous countries.’' 

After breakfast, Johnson carried me to see the garden 
belongdng to the school of Ashbourne, which is very 
]')rettily formed upon a bank, rising gradually behind 
the house. The Reverend Mr. Langley, the head- 
mas ier, accompanied us. 

While we sat basking in the sun upon a seat here, I 
introduced a common subject of complaint, the very 
small salaries which many curates have, and I main- 
tained that no man should be invested with the 
character of a clergyman unless he has a security for 
such an income as will enable him to appear respect- 
able ; that, therefore, a clergyman should not be 
allowed to have a curate unless he gives him a 
hundred pounds a year ; if he cannot do that, let him 
perform the duty himself. Johnson. “ To be sure,. 
Sir, it is wrong that any clergyman should be without 
a reasonable income ; but, as the church revenues were 
sadly diminished at the Reformation, the clergy who 
have livings cannot afford, in many instances, to give 
good salaries to curates, without leaving themselves 
too little; and, if no curate were to be permitted 
unless he had a hundred pounds a year, their number 
would be very small, which would be a disadvantage, 
as then there would not be such choice in the nursery 
for the church, curates being candidates for the higher 
ecclesiastical offices, according to their merit and good 
behaviour.” He explained the system of the English 
Hierarchy exceedingly well, ‘Ht is not thought fit 
(said he) to trust- a man with the care of a parish till 
he has given proof as a curate that he shall deserve 
such a trust.” This is an excellent ZZ/cc/j.* and if the 
practice were according to it, the Church of England 
would be admirable indeed Elowever, as I have 
heard Dr. Johnson observe as to the Universities, bad 
practice does not infer that the ivmfifufioM is bad. 

.-r': 'We had with us at dinner several of Dr. Taylor’s 
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neighbours, good civil gentlemen, who seemed to un- 
derstand Dr. Johnson very well, and not to consider 
him in the light that a certain person did, who being 
struck, or rather stunned, by his voice and manner^ 
when he was afterwards asked what he thought of him, 
answered, “ He’s a tremendous companion.” 

Johnson told me that “Taylor was a very sensible 
acute man, and had a strong mind : that he had great 
activity in some respects, and yet such a sort of in- 
dolence that, if you should put a pebble upon his 
chimney-piece, you would find it there, in the same 
state, a year afterwards.” 

And here is a proper place to give an account of 
Johnson’s humane and zealous interference in behalf 
of the Reverend Dr. William Dodd, formerly Pre- 
bendary of Brecon, and chaplain in ordinary to his 
Majesty; celebrated as a very popular preacher, an 
encourager of charitable institutions, and authour of 
a variety of works, chiefly theological. Having un- 
happily contracted expensive habits of living, partly 
occasioned by licentiousness of manners, he in an evil 
hour, when pressed by want of money, and dreading 
an exposure of his circumstances, forged a bond of 
tvhich he attempted to avail himself to support his 
credit, flattering himself with hopes that he might be 
able to repay its amount without being detected. The 
person whose name he thus rashly and criminally pre- 
sumed to falsify was the Earl of Chesterfield, to whom 
he had been tutor, and who he, perhaps, in the warmth 
of his feelings, flattered himself would have generously 
paid the money in case of an alarm being taken, rather 
than suffer him to fall a victim to the dreadful con- 
sequences of violating the law against forgery, the 
most dangerous crime in a commercial country; but 
the unfortunate divine had the mortification to find 
that he was mistaken. His noble pupil appeared 
against him, and he w^as capitally convicted. 

Johnson told me that Dr. Dodd was very little 
acquainted with him, having been but once in his 
company, many years previous to this period (which 
was precisely the state of my own acquaintance with 
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Dodd) ; blit in his distress he bethought himself of 
Johnson's persuasive power of writing, if haply it 
iTiighl avail to obtain for him the Royal Mercy, He 
did not apr>ly to him directly, but, extraordinary as it 
may setaii, through the late Countess of HarringtonJ- 
who wrote a letter to Johnson asking him to employ 
Ills pen in tavour of Dodd. Mr. Allen, the printer, 
who was Johnson’s landlord and next neighbour in 
Boltmoiirt, and for whom he had much kindness, was 
one of Dodd’s friends, of whom, to the credit of 
humanity be it recorded, that he had many who did 
not desert him, even after his infringement of the law 
had reduced him to the state of a man under sentence 
of death. Mr. Allen told me that he carried Lady 
Harrington’s letter to Johnson, that Johnson read it 
walking up and down his chamber, and seemed much 
agitated, after which he said, I will do what I can ; — ” 
and certainly he did make extraordinary exertions. 

He tills evening, as he had obligingly promised in 
one of his letters, put into my hands th 9 ,[,iWhole series 
of his writings upon this melancholy oedasion, and I 
shall present my readers with the abstract which I 
made from the collection ; in doing which I studied 
to avoid copying what had appeared in print, and now 
make part of the edition of “ Johnson’s Works ” pub- 
lished by the Booksellers of London, but taking care 
lo mark Johnsoifs variations in some of the pieces 
there exhibited. 

Dr. Johnson wrote, in the first place, Dr. Dodd’s 
‘LSpeech to the Recorder of London,” at the Old 
Bailey, when sentence^ of death was about to be pro- 
nounced upon him. 

Efe wrote also ''The Convict’s Address to his un- 
happy Brethren,” a sermon delivered by Dr. Dodd, 
t ill the chapel of Newgate. According to Johnson’s 

manuscript . it began thus after the text, HTiaf shall 
1 do to be saved I — "These were the words with 
; which .the keeper, to whose custody Paul and Silas 

were committed by their prosecutors, addressed his 

^ [Caroline,^ eldest daughter of Charles Fitzroy, Duke of Grafton, 
aiKi wife oi AVIlliam, the second Earl of Harrington. — M.] 



THE SERMON IN NEWGATE 


1777 


125 


prisoners, when he saw them freed from their bonds 
by the perceptible agency of divine favour, and was, 
therefore, irresistibly convinced that they were not 
offenders against the laws, but martyrs to the truth/’ 

Dr. Johnson was so good as to mark for me with his 
own hand, on a copy of this sermon which is now in 
my possession, such passages as were added by Dr. 
Dodd. They are not many : Whoever will take the 
trouble to look at the printed copy, and attend to 
what I mention, will be satisfied of this. 

There is a short introduction by Dr. Dodd, and he 
also inserted this sentence, ^‘You see with what con- 
fusion and dishonour I now stand before you;— no 
more in the pulpit of instruction, but on this humble 
seat with yourselves.” The notes are entirely Dodd’s 
own, and Johnson’s writing ends at the w'ords, ‘‘ the 
thief whom he pardoned on the cross.” What follows 
was supplied by Dr. Dodd himself. 

The other pieces mentioned by Johnson in the 
above-mentioned collection are tw^o letters, one to 
the Lord Chancellor Bathurst, (not Lord North, as 
is erroneously supposed,) and one to Lord Mans- 
field : — A Petition from Dr. Dodd to the King ; — A 
-Petition from Mrs. Dodd to the Queen ; — Observa- 
tions of some length inserted in the news-papers, on 
occasion of Earl Percy’s having presented to his 
Majesty a petition for mercy to Dodd, signed by 
twenty thousand people, but all in vain. He told 
me that he had also written a petition from the city 
of London ; but (said he, with a significant smile) 
they mended it,” ^ 


^ Having unexpectedly, by tbe Eivoiir of Mr. Stone, of London, 
Field, Hackney, seen the original in Johnson's hand-\vriting, of 
“The Petition of the City' of London to his Majesty in favour of 
Dr. Dodd,” I now present it to my readers, with .such passages as 
were omitted inclosed in crotchets, and the additions or variations 
marked in Italicks. 

“That W'illiam Dodd, Doctor of Laws, now lying under sentence 
of death in your Majesty's gaol of Newgate, for the crime of forgery, 
has for a great part of his life set a useful and laudable example of 
diligence in his calling, [and, as we have reason to believe, has ex'er- 
cised his ministry with great fidelity and efficacy,] which, in many 
instances, has produced the most happy effect. 

“That he has been the first institutor, Tor] and a very earnest 
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The last of these articles which Johnson wrote is 

Dr. Dodd’s last solemn Declaration, which he left 
Tilth the sheriff at the place of execution. Here also 
illy friend marked the variations on a copy of that 
piece now in my possession. Dodd inserted, I 
never knew or attended to the calls of frugality, or 
the needful minuteness of painful mconorny ; ” and 
in the next sentence he introduced the words which 
I distinguish by Ifalkks ; ‘‘My life for some /hrr' 
imhappy years past has been dreadfully erroneousP 
Johnson’s expression was hypocritical ; but his remark 
on the margin is “With this he said he could not 
charge himself.” 

Having thus authentically settled what part of the 
‘‘Occasional Papers,” concerning Dr. Dodd’s miser- 
able situation, came from the pen of Johnson, I shall 
proceed to present my readers with my record of the 
iinpiiblished writings relating to that extraordinary 
and interesting matter. 

I found a letter to Dr. Johnson from Dr. Dodd, 
May 23, 1777, in which “The Convict’s Address” 
seems clearly to be meant : 

“ I am so penetrated, my ever dear Sir, with a sense 
of your extreme benevolence towards me, that I cannot 
find words equal to the sentiments of my heart. 

“ You are too conversant in the world to need the 
slightest hint from me of what infinite utility the 
Speech ^ on the aweful day has been to me. I 
experience, every hour, some good effect from it. I 
am sure that effects still more salutary and important 
must follow from your kind and intended favour, I 

and actire promoter of several modes of useful charity, and [that] 
therefore [he] may be corssidered as having been on many occasions 
a benefactor to the publick, 

“ [That when they consider his past life, they are willing to sup- 
pose his late crime to have been, not the consequence of habitual 
*’.c pravit;r, but the suggestion of some sudden and violent temptation.] 
“[That] Your Petitioners therefore considering his case, as in 
some of its circumstances unprecedented and peculiar, and encouraged 
hy your Majyiy s knoion clemency, [they] most humbly recommend 
the said William Dodd to [his] your Majesty’s most gracious con- 
sifieratiun, in hopes that he will be found not altogether [unht] un- 
s.jvrtnv to stand an example of Royal Mercy." 

.J iiis Speech at the Old Bailey," when found guilty. 


THE PETITION TO THE KING 


1777 


127 


will Iabour~GoD being my helper,— to do justice 
to it from the pulpit. I am sure, had I your senti- 
ments constantly to deliver from thence, in all their 
mighty force and power, not a soul could be left un- 
convinced and unpersuaded.’' 

He added “ May God Almighty bless and reward, 
with his choicest comforts, your philanthropick 
actions, and enable me at all times to express what 
I feel of the high and uncommon obligations which 
I owe to the Jirst ^iian in our times.’' 

On Sunday, June 22, he WTites, begging Dr. John- 
son’s assistance in framing a supplicatory letter to his 
Majesty : 

If his Majesty could be moved of his royal 
clemency to spare me and my family the horrours 
and ignominy of a pndlick death, which the publick 
itself is solicitous to wave, and to grant me in some 
silent distant corner of the globe to pass the re- 
mainder of my days in penitence and prayer, I would 
bless his clemency and be humbled,” 

This letter was brought to Dr. Johnson when in 
church. He stooped down and read it, and wrote, 
when he went home, the following letter for Dr. 
Dodd to the King : 


May it not offend your Majesty that the most 
miserable of men applies himself to your clemency, 
as his last hope and his last refuge ; that your mercy 
is most earnestly and humbly implored by a clergy- 
man, whom your Laws and Judges have condemned 
to the horrour and ignominy of a publick execution. 

“I confess the crime, and own the enormity of its 
consequences, and the danger of its example. Nor 
have I the confidence to petition for impunity ; but 
humbly hope that publick security maybe established, 
without the spectacle of a clergyman dragged through 
the streets, to a death of infamy, amidst the derision 
of the profligate and profane ; and that justice may be 
satisfied wdth irrevocable exile, perpetual disgrace, 
and hopeless penury. 
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life. Sir, has not been useless to mankind, I 
have benefited many. But my offences against God 
are numberless, and I. have had little time for repent- 
ance. Preserve me, Sir, by your prerogative of mercy, 
from the necessity of appearing unprepared at that 
tribunal before which Kings and Subjects must stand 
at last together. Permit me to hide my guilt in some 
tjbsciire corner of a foreign country, where, if I can 
t.'Ver attain confidence to hope that iiiy prayers will 
be heard, they shall be poured with all the fervour of 
gratitude for the life and happiness of your Majesty. 

1 am, Sir, 

‘ Your ^Majesty’s,. 

Subjoined to it was written as follows : 

'‘To Dr. Dodd. 

“ SIR, 

I MOST seriously enjoin you not to let it be at 
all known that i have written this letter, and to return 
tlie copy to My. Allen in a cover to me. I hope I 
need not tell you that I w’ish it success. — But do not 
indulge .liope. —Tell nobody.” 

It happened luckily that Mr. Allen was pitched on 
to assist in this melancholy ofiice, for he was a great 
friend of Mr. Akerman, the keeper of Newgate. Dr. 
Johnson never w-ent to see Dr. Dodd. He said to me, 
it would have done him more harm, than good to 
Dodd, who once expressed a desire to see him, but 
not earnestly.” 

Dr. Johnson on the 20th of June wrote the follow- 
ing :.letter : 

“ To THE Right Honourable Charles 
■Tenkinson. ■ 

“ SIR, 

'' Since the conviction and condemnation of Dr. 
Dodd, I have had, by the intervention of a friend, 
some intercourse wdth him, and Ipnii sure I shall lose 
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nothing in your opinion by tenderness and commisera- 
tion. Whatever be the crime, it is not easy to have 
any knowledge of the delinquent without a wish that 
his life may be spared; at least when no life has 
been taken away by him. I will, therefore, take the 
liberty of suggesting some reasons for which I wish 
this unhappy being to escape the utmost rigoirr of his 
sentence. 

“ He is, so far as I can recollect, the first clergyman 
of our church who has suffered puhlick execution for 
immorality ; and I know not whether it would not be 
more for the interests of religion to bury such an 
offender in the obscurity of perpetual exile than to 
expose him in a cart, and on the gallows, to all who 
for any reason are enemies to the clergy. 

The supreme power has, in all ages, paid some 
attention to the ^'oice of the people ; and that voice 
does not least deserve to be heard when it calls out 
for mercy. There is now a very general desire that 
Dodd’s life should be spared. More is not wished ; 
and, perhaps, this is not too much to be granted. 

If you, Sir, have any opportunity of enforcing 
these reasons, you may, perhaps, think them worthy 
of consideration : but, whatever you determine, I most 
respectfully intreat that you will be pleased to p>ardon 
for this intrusion. Sir, 

Your most obedient 
“ And most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

It has been confidently circulated, with invidious 
remarks, that to this letter no attention whatever was 
paid by Mr. Jenkinson, (afterwards Earl of Liverpool), 
and that he did not even deign to shew the common 
civility of owning the receipt of it. I could not but 
wonder at such conduct in the noble Lord, whose own 
character and just elevation in life, I thought, must 
have impressed him with all due regard for great 
abilities and attainments. As the story had been 
much talked of, and apparently from good authority, 

I could not but have animadverted upon it in this 
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w.ork had it been as was alledgeci 'but from my 
earnest love of truth,, and having fo.iind reason, to 
tiiink that there might be a mistake, I presurned to 
write to his Lordship requesting an explanation; and 
it is with the sincerest pleasure that' I am enabled to 
assure the world that there .is no foundation for it, 
die fact being that, owing to some neglect, or accident, 
Johnson's letter never came to Lord Hawkesbury's 
hands. I should 'have thought it strange indeed if 
that noble Lord had unde.rvalued my illustrious friend; 
but, instead of this being the case, his Lordship, in the 
very polite answer with which he was pleased im- 
mediately to honour me, thus expresses himself : — I 
have always respected the memory of Dr, Johnson, 
and admire his writings ; and I frequently read many 
parts of them with pleasure and great improvement.’^ 

All applications .for the. Royal Mercy having failed, 
Dr. Dodd prepared himself for death ; and, with a 
warmth of gratitude, wrote to Dr. Johnson as follows; 

June 25, Midnight. 

*L:Vcc.ept, thou gnat and heart, my earnest 
and fervent thanks and prayers for all thy benevolent 
and kind etfbrts in my behalf. — Oh 1 Dr. Johnson ! as 
I sought your knowledge at an early hour, in life, 
would to heaven I had cultivated the love and ac- 
quaintance of so excellent a man ! — I pray God most 
sincerely to bless you with the highest transports — 
the infelt satisfaction of humane and benevolent exer- 
tions !— -And admitted, as I trust I shall be, to the 
reahiis of bliss before you, I shall hail your arrival 
tliere with transports, and rejoice to acknowledge that 
y(ai was my comforter, my advocate, and my 
G< hj be ever with you / ” 

Dr. Johnson lastly wrote to Dr. Dodd this solemn 
and soothing letter 

‘■'To THE Reverend ' Dr. Dodd. 

‘D)EAR. SIR, 

‘' That which is appointed to all men is now 
coming upon you. Outward circumstances, the'cyes 
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and the thoughts of meiij are below the notice of an 
immortal being about to stand the trial for eternity, 
before the Supreme Judge of heaven and earth. Be 
comforted : your crime, morally or religiously con- 
sidered, has no very deep dye of turpitude. It 
corrupted no man’s principles ; it attacked no man’s 
life. It involved only a temporary and reparable 
injury. Of this, and of all other sins, you are earnestly 
to repent; and may God, who knoweth our frailty, 
and desireth not our death, accept your repentance, 
for the sake of his Son Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

In requital of those well intended offices which 
you are pleased so emphatically to acknowledge, let me 
beg that you make in your devotions one petition for 
my eternal welfare. I am, dear Sir, 

Your most affectionate servant, 

^'Sam. Johnson.” 

‘"'June '26, 1777.” 

Under the copy of this letter I found written, in 
Johnson’s own hand, ^‘Next day, June 27, he was 
executed.” 

To conclude this interesting episode with an useful 
application, let us now attend to the reflections of 
Johnson at the end of the ‘‘ Occasional Papers ” con- 
cerning the unfortunate Dr. Dodd. — “Such were the 
last thoughts of a man whom we have seen exulting 
in popularity, and sunk in shame. For his reputation, 
which no man can give to himself, those who con- 
ferred it are to answer. Of his publick ministry the 
means of judging were sufficiently attainable. He 
must be allowed to preach well whose sermons strike 
his audience with forcible conviction. Of his life, 
those who thought it consistent with his doctrine did 
not originally form false notions. He was at first 
what he endeavoured to make others ; but the world 
broke down his resolution, and he in time ceased to 
exemplify his own instructions. 

“ Let those who are tempted to his faults tremble 
at his punishment ; and those whom he impressed 
from the pulpit with religious sentiments endeavour 
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to confirm them, by considering the regret and self- 
abhorrence with which he revie-wed in prison his 
deviations from rectitude.” ^ 

Johnson gave us this evening, in his happy dis- 
criminative manner, a portrait of the late Mr. Fitz- 
iierfaert of Derbyshire. ‘‘There was (said he) no 
sparkle, no brilliancy in Fitzherbert ; but I never 
knew a man who was so generally acceptable. He 
made every body quite easy, overpowered nobody by 
tbe superiority of his talents, made no man think 
worse of himself by being. his rival, seemed always to 
listen, did not oblige you to hear much from him, and 
did not oppose w'hat you said. Every body liked 
him ; but he had no friend, as I understand the word, 
nobody with whom he exchanged intimate thoughts. 
People w’ere willing to think ^vell of every thing about 
him. A gentleman was making an affected rant, as 
many people do, of great feelings about ‘ his dear son,' 
who was at school near London ; how anxious he was 
lest he might be ill, and wiiat he would give to see 
him. ‘ Can’t you, (said Fitzherbert,) take a post-chaise 
and go to him?' This, to be sure, finished the 
affected man, but there was not much in it.'*^ How- 
ever, this was circulated as wit for a whole winter, and 
I believe part of a summer too ; a proof that he was 
no very witty man. He was an instance of the truth 
of the observation that a man will please more upon 
the whole by negative qualities than by positive ; by 
never offending than by giving a great deal of delight. 

* [See Dr. Johnson’s final opinion concerning Dr. Dodd tinder 
April i8, 1783, —iXLl ■ 

Gisborne, Physician to his Mriiesty’s Plousehold, has 
obligingly corn miinica led to me a fuller account of this story than 
had reached Dr. Johnson. Tlie affected Gentleman was the late 
John Gilbert Cooper, Esq., aiithour of a Life of Socrates, and of 
some poerns in Dodsley’s collection, hlr, Fitzherbert found him 
trie _ morning, _ apparently, in such violent agitation, on account of 
the indisposition of his son, as to seem beyond the power of comfort. 
.■\t ic.iygth, however, he exclaimed, '* I’ll write an Elegy.” Mr. 
Fitzherbert being satisfied, by this, of the sincerity of hisHnotions, 
slyly ‘=aid, “ Had not you better take a post-chaise and go and see 
him ? ” It was the shrewdness of the insinuation which made the 
story be circulated. 
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In the first place, men hate more steadily than they 
love; and if I have said something to hurt a man 
once, I shall not get the better of this by saying many 
things to please him.” 

Tuesday, September 16, Dr, Johnson having men- 
tioned to me the extraordinary size and price of some 
cattle reared by Dr. Taylor, I rode out with our host, 
surveyed his farm, and was shewn one cow which 
he had sold for a hundred and twenty guineas, and 
another for which he had been offered a hundred and 
thirty. Taylor thus described to me his old school- 
fellow and friend, Johnson : “He is a man of a very 
clear head, great power of words, and a very gay 
imagination ; but there is no disputing with him. He 
will not hear you, and having a louder voice than you, 
imist roar you down.” 

In the afternoon I tried to get Dr. Johnson to like 
the Poems of Mr. Hamilton of Bangour, wTich I had 
brought with me : I had been much pleased with them 
at a very early age ; the impression still remained on 
my mind ; it was confirmed by the opinion of my 
friend the Honourable xAndrew Ersldne, himself both 
a good poet and a good critick, who thought Hamilton 
as true a poet as ever wrote, and that his not having 
fame was unaccountable. Johnson, upon repeated 
occasions, while I was at Ashbourne, talked slight- 
ingly of Plamiiton. He said there was no power 
of thinking in his verses, nothing that strikes one, 
nothing better than what you generally find in maga- 
zines ; and that the highest praise they deserved was 
that they were very well for a gentleman to hand about 
among his friends. He said the imitation of JVk sit 
ancillm tibi amor, was too solemn ; he read part of 
it at the beginning. He read the beautiful pathetick 
song, “Ah the poor shepherd’s mournful fate,” and 
did not seem to give attention to what I had been 
used to think tender elegant strains, but laughed at 
the rhyme, in Scotch pronunciation, wis/ies said blushes, 
reading nmshes—2d\d there he stopped. He owned 
that the epitaph on Lord Newhall was pretty well done. 
He read the “ Inscription in a Summer-house,” and a 
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little of the imitations of Horace’s Epistles.; "but said 
he found nothing to make him desire to read on. 
\\1ien I urged that there were some .good poetical 
passages in the book, 'Where (said, he) will you find 
so large a collection without some? ” I thought the 
description of Winter might obtain his approbation : 

“ See Wdnter, from the frozen north 
Drives his iron chariot forth ! 

His grisly hand in icy chains 

Fair Tweeda’s silver flood constrains,” &c. 

He asked why an '‘‘iron chariot”? and said icy 
chains ” was an old image. I was struck with the 
uncertainty of taste, and somewhat sorry that a poet 
whom I had long read with fondness was not ap- 
proved by Dr. Johnson. I comforted myself with 
thinking that the beauties were too delicate for his 
robust perceptions. Garrick maintained that he had 
not a taste for the finest productions of genius : but I 
was sensible that, when he took the trouble to analyse 
critically, he generally convinced us that he was right. 

In the evening the Reverend Mr. Seward, of Lich- 
field, who was passing through Ashbourne in his way 
home, drank tea with us. Johnson described him 
thus Sir, his ambition is to be a fine talker ; so 
he goes to Buxton, and such places, where he may find 
companies to listen to him. And, Sir, he is a vale- 
tudinarian, one of those wdio are always mending 
themselves. I do not know a more disagreeable cha- 
racter than a valetudinarian, who thinks he may do 
any thing that is for his ease, and indulges himself in 
the grossest freedoms: Sir, he brings himself . to the 
state of a hog in a stye,” ’ , 

Dr. Taylor’s nose happening to bleed, he said it 
was because he had omitted to have himself blooded 
.four days after ,a quarter of a year’s , interval. .Dr. 
Johnson, who was a great dabbler in physick, disap- 
proved much of periodical bleeding. “ For (said he) 
you accustom yourself to, an evacuation which Nature 
cannot , perform of herself, and therefore she cannot 
help you, should you from forgetfulness or any other 
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cause omit it ; so you may be suddenly suffocated. 
You may accustom yourself to other periodical evacua* 
tions, because, should you omit them, Nature can 
supply the omission ; but Nature cannot open a vein 
to blood youf ’ I do not like to take an emetick, 

(said Taylor,) for fear of breaking some small vessels.” 
— Poll ! (said Johnson,) if you have so many things 
that will break, you had better break your neck at 
once, and there’s an end on’t. You will break no 
small vessels : ” (blowing with high derision.) 

I inentioned to Dr. Johnson that David Hume’s 
persisting in his infidelity, when he was dying, shocked 
me much. Johnson. ‘‘ MTiy should it shock you, Sir ? 
Hume owned he had never read the New Testament 
with attention. Here then w’as a man who had been 
at no pains to enquire into the truth of religion, and 
had continually turned his mind the other way. It 
was not to be expected that the pjrospect of death 
would alter his way of thinking, unless God should 
send an angel to set him right.” I said I had reason 
to believe that the thought of annihilation gave Hume 
no pain. Johnson. ‘‘ It vras not so, Sir. He had a 
vanity in being thought easy. It is more probable 
that he should assume an appearance of ease, than so 
very improbable a thing should he as a man not afraid 
of going (as, in spite of his delusive theory, he cannot 
be sure but he may go,) into an unknown state, and 
not being uneasy at leaving all he knew. And you are 
to consider that upon his own principle of annihilation 
he had no motive to speak the truth.” The horrour 
of death, which I had always observed in Dr. Johnson, 
appeared strong to-night. I ventured to tell him that 
I had been, for moments in my life, not afraid of 
death; therefore I could suppose another man in that 
state of mind for a considerable space of time. FTe 
said he never had a moment in which death was 
not terrible to him.” He added that it had been ob- 
served that scarce any man dies in publick but with 
apparent resolution; from that desire of praise which 

^ [Nature, however, may supply the evacuation b}- an hreniorrhage. 
—-Kearney.] Y " , ■ ' ' . ■ 
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iie'ver quits us. I said. Dr. Dodd seemed to be willing 
to die, and full of hopes of happiness. “ Sir, (said he,) 
Dr. Dodd would' have given both liis hands and both 
his legs to have lived. The better a man is the more 
afraid is he of death, having a clearer view of infinite 
purity.'’’ He owned that our being in an unhappy 
uncertainty as to our salvation v^as mysterious ; and 
said, Ah ’ we must wait till we are in another state 
of being to have many things explained to us.” Even 
the powerful mind of Johnson seemed foiled by futurity. 
But I thought that the gloom of uncertainty in solemn 
religious speculation, being mingled with hope, was 
yet more consolatory than the emptiness of infidelity. 
A man can live in thick air, but perishes in an ex- 
hausted receiver. 

Dr. Johnson was much pleased with a remark which 
I told him was made to me by General Paoli : — That 
it is impossible not to be afraid of death ; and that 
those who at the time of dying are not afraid are not 
thinking of death, but of applause, or something else, 
which keeps death out of their sight : so that all men 
are equally afraid of death when they see it ; only some 
have a power of turning their sight away from it better 
than others.” 

On Wednesday, September 17, Dr. Butter, physician 
at Derby, drank tea with us; and it was settled that 
Dr. Johnson and I should go on Friday and dine with 
him. Johnson said, “ Tm glad of this.” He seemed 
weary of the uniformity of life at Dr. Taylor’s. 

Talking of biography, I said, in writing a life, a 
mail’s peculiarities should be mentioned, because they 
mark his character. Johnson. Sir, there is no doubt 
as to peculiarities the question is whether a man’s 
vices should be mentioned ; for instance, whether it 
should be mentioned that Addison and Parnell drank 
too freely; for people will probably more easily in- 
d'tilge in drinking from knowing this ; so that more ill 
may be done by the example than good by telling the 
whole truth.” Flere was an instance of his varying 
fqjiii himself in talk ; for when Lord Hailes , and he 
sat one morning calmly conversing in my house at 
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Edinburgh, I well remember that Dr. Johnson main- 
tained that “ If a man is to write A Panegyrkk^ he 
may keep vices out of sight : but if he professes to 
write A Life^ he must represent it really as it was j 
and when I objected to the danger of telling that 
Parnell drank to excess, he said that “ it would pro- 
duce an instructive caution to avoid drinking, when 
it was seen that even the learning and genius of 
Parnell could be debased by it.” And in the Hebrides 
he maintained, as appears from my Journal,”^ that 
a man’s intimate friend should mention his faults if 
he writes his life. 

He had this evening, partly, I suppose, from the 
spirit of contradiction to his Whig friend, a violent 
argument with Dr. Taylor as to the inclinations of 
the people of England at this time towards the Royal 
Family of Stuart. He grew^ so outrageous as to say, 
“ that if England were fairly polled the present King 
would be sent away to-night, and his adherents hanged 
to-morrow.” Taylor, who was as violent a Whig as 
Johnson was a Tory, was roused by this to a pitch of 
bellowing. He denied, loudly, wbat Johnson said: 
and maintained that there was an abhorrence against 
the Stuart family, though he admitted that the people 
were not much attached to the present King.'^ John- 
son. “ Sir, the state of the country is this : the people, 
knowing it to be agreed on all hands that this King 
has not the hereditary right to the crown, and there 
being no hope that he who has it can be restored, 
have grown cold and indifferent upon the subject of 
loyalty, and have no warm attachment to any King. 
They would not, therefore, risk any thing to restore 
the exiled family. They would not give twenty 
shillings a piece to bring it about. But if a mere 
vote could do it, there would be twenty to one; at 
least, there would be a very great majority of voices 

^ Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, Sept. 22. 

^ Dr. Taylor was very ready to make this admission, because the 
party with which he was connected was not in power. 'I'here was 
then some truth in it, owing to the pertinacity of factious clamour. 
Had he lived till now, it would have been impossible for him to 
deny that his Majesty pos.sesses the warmest affection of his people. 
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for it. For, Sir, you are to consider that all those 
who think a King has a right to his crown, as a man 
has to his estate, which is the just opinion, would be 
for restoring the King who certainly has the hereditary 
right, could he be trusted -with it ; in which there would 
be no danger now, when laws and every thing else are 
so much advanced : and every King will govern by the- 
laws. And you must also consider, Sir, that there is 
nothing on the other side to oppose to this : for it is 
not aliedged by any one that the present family has 
any inherent right : so that the Whigs could not have 
a contest between two rights.” 

Dr. 'Faylor admitted that, if the question as to 
hereditary right were to be tried by a poll of the 
people of England, to be sure the abstract doctrine 
would be given in favour of the family of Stuart ; but 
he said the conduct of that family, which occasioned 
their expulsion, was so fresh in the minds of the people 
that they would not vote for a restoration. Dr. John- 
son, I think, was contented with the admission as to 
the hereditary right, leaving the original point in dis- 
pute, what the people upon the whole w^ould do, 
taking in right and affection ; for he said people were 
afraid of a change, even though they think it right. 
Dr. Taylor said something of the slight foundation 
of the hereditary right of the house of Stuart. “ Sir, 
(said Johnson,) the house of Stuart succeeded to the 
full right of both the houses of York and Lancaster, 
whose common source had the undisputed right. A 
right to a throne is like a right to any thing else. 
Possession is sufficient, where no better right can be 
shown. This was the case with the Royal Family of 
jyigland, as it is now wRh the King of France : for as 
to the first beginning of the right w^e are in the dark.” 

Thursday, September i8. Last night Dr. Johnson 
had proposed that the crystal lustre, or chandelier, in 
Dr. iaylors large room, should be lighted up some 
time or other. Taylor said it should be lighted up 
next night. That will do very well, (said I,) for it 
is Dr.^ Johnson’s birth-day.” When we were in the 
Isle of Sky, Johnson had desired me not to meiition 
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his birth-day. He did not seem pleased at this time 
that I mentioned it, and said (somewhat sternly,) “he 
would not have the lustre lighted the next day.” 

Some ladies, who had been present yesterday w'hen 
I mentioned his birth-day, came to dinner to-day, and 
plagued him unintentionally by wishing him joy. I 
know not why he disliked having his birth-day men- 
tioned, unless it were that it reminded him of his 
approaching nearer to death, of which he had a 
constant dread. 

I mentioned to him a friend of mine who was 
formerly gloomy from low spirits, and much distressed 
by the fear of death, but was now uniformly placid, and 
contemplated his dissolution without any perturbation. 
“ Sir, (said Johnson,) this is only a disordered imagina- 
tion taking a different turn.” 

We talked of a collection being made of all the 
English Poets who had published a volume of poems. 
Johnson told me “that a Mr. Coxeter/ -whom he 
knew, had gone the greatest length towards this ; 
having collected, I think, about five hundred volumes 
of poets whose works were little known \ but that upon 
his death Tom Osborne bought them, and they were 
dispersed, which he thought a pity, as it was curious 
to see any series complete j and in every volume of 
poems something good may be found.” 

He observed that a gentleman of eminence in 
literature had got into a bad style of Poetry of late. 
“ He puts (said he) a very common thing in a strange 
dress till he does not know it himself, and thinks other 
people do not know it.” Boswell. “That is owing 
to his being so much versaiit in old English poetry.” 
Johnson. “What is that to the purpose, Sir? If I 
say a man is drunk, and you tell me it is owing to his 


1 [Thomas Coxeter, Esq. who had also made a large collection 
of old plays, and from whose manuscript notes the Lives of the 
English Poets, by Shiels and Cibber, were principally compiled, as 
should have been mentioned in a former page. ■ See pp. 23 and 24 
of this volume. Mr. Coxeter was bred at Trinity College, Oxford, 
and died in London, April 17, 1747, in his fifty-ninth year. A 
particular account of him may be found in “ The Gentleman’s 
Magazine” for 1781, -p. 173.— M.j 
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taking much drink, the matter is not mended. No, 
d: — has taken to an odd mode. For example ; 
he'd write thus : 

' Hermit lioar, in solemn cell, 

Wearing out life’s evening gray." 

Gray ct'eniny is common enough ; but etml/iy yray 
iic'd think tine. — Stay ; — we’ll make out the stanza : 

' Hermit hoar, in solemn cell, 

'Wearing out life’s evening gray : 

Smite thy bosom, sage, and tell, 

Wliat is bliss ? and which the way ? ’ ” 

Boswell. '‘But why smite his bosom, Sir?” John- 
son. “'Why to shew he was in earnest,” (smiling).— 
He at an after period added the following stanza : 

Thus I spoke ; and speaking sigh’d ; 

— Scarce repress’d the starting tear ; — 

When the smiling sage reply’d — 

— Come, my lad, and drink some beer.” ^ 

I cannot help thinking . the first stanza very good 
solenin poetry, as also the first three lines of the 
second. Its last line is an excellent burlesque sur- 
prize on gloomy sentimental enquirers. And, per- 
haps, the advice is as good as can be given to a 

^ .'\s some of niy readers may be gratified by reading; the progress 
of tills little composition, I shall insert it from iny notes. “ When 

i Dr, Johnson and I were sitting fcteai-tete at the Mitre tavern, 
Ahiy 9, 1778, he said * Where is bliss,' would be better. He then 
afiiied a ludicrous stanza, but would not repeat it, lest I should take 
it down. It was somewhat as follows ; the last line lam sure I 
reraeniber : 

, * While I thus cried, 

seer, 

The hoary reply’d, 

Come, my lad, and drink some beer.’ 

“ in spring, T779, when in better humour, he made the second 
stanza, as in the text. There was only one variation afterwards 
rnade on, my suggestion, which was changing hoary in the third 
line to smiling, hoixi to avoid a sameness with theTpithet in the 
first line, and to describe the hermit in his pleasantry. He was 
then very well pleased that I should preserve it." 
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low-spirited dissatisfied being : — “ Don’t trouble yonr 
head with' sickly thinking: take a cup, and be merry.” 

Friday, September 19, after breakfast, Dr, Johnson 
and I set out in Dr. Taylor’s chaise to go to Derby. 
The day was fine, and we resolved to go by Keddle- 
stone, the seat of Lord Scarsdale, that I might see 
his Lordship’s fine house. I was struck with the 
magnificence of the building ; and the extensive park, 
with the finest verdure, covered with deer, and cattle, 
and sheep, delighted me. The number of old oaks, 
of an immense size, filled me with a sort of respectful 
admiration : for one of them sixty pounds was ofiered. 
The excellent smooth gravel roads; the large piece 
of water formed by his Lordship from some small 
brooks, with a handsome barge upon it; the venerable 
Gothick church, now the family chapel, just by the 
house ; in short, the grand group of objects agitated 
and distended my mind in a most agreeable manner. 

One should think (said I) that the proprietor of all 
this must be happy.” — “Nay, Sir, (said Johnson,) all 
this excludes but one evil — poverty.” ^ 

Our names were sent up, and a well-drest elderly 
housekeeper, a most distinct articulator, shewed us 
the house ; which I need not describe, as there is 
an account of it published in “Adams’s Works in 
Architecture.” Dr. Johnson thought better of it to- 
day than when he saw it before; for he had lately 
attacked it violently, saying, “ It wmiild do excellently 
for a town-hall. The large room with the pillars (said 
he) would do for the Judges to sit in at the assizes; 
the circular room for a jury-chamber ; and the room 
above for prisoners.” Still he thought the large room 
ill lighted, and of no use but for dancing in ; and the 


^ When I mentioned Dr. Johnson’s remark to a lady of admirable 
good sense and quickness of understanding, she observed, “ It is 
true, all this excludes only one evil ; but how much good does it 
let in?” — To this observation much praise has been justly given. 
Let me then now do myself the honour to mention that the lady 
who made it was the late Margaret Montgomerie, my very valuable 
wife, and the very affectionate mother of my children, who, if they 
inherit her good qualities, will have no reason to complain of their 
lot, Dosmag-napare^itumvirtiis, 
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ijefl-chambers but indifferent rooms ; and that the im- 
mense sum which it cost was injudiciously laid out. 
Dr. Taylor had put him in mind of his appearing 
ideased with the house. But (said he) that was 
when Lord Scarsdaie was present. Politeness oblig-es 
as to appear pleased with a man’s works when he is 
|)resent. No man will be so ill bred as to question 
You may therefore pay compliments without 
sa}ing what is not true. I should say to Lord Scars- 
daie of his large room, “^My Lord, this is the most 
fVuY/r room that I ever saw; ’ which is true.” 

Dr. Manningham, physician in London, who was 
visiting at Lord Scarsdale’s, accompanied us through 
many of the rooms, and soon afterveards my Lord 
himself, to whom Dr. Johnson was known, appeared;^ 
and did the honours of the house. We talked of 
Mr. Langtoii. Johnson, with a warm vehemence of 
affectionate regard, exclaimed, The earth does not 
bear a worthier man than Bennet Langton.” We 
saw a good many fine pictures, which I think are 
described in one of ‘"Young’s Tours.” There is a 
printed catalogue of them, which the housekeeper 
put into rny hand ; I should like to view them at 
leisure. I was much struck with Daniel interpreting 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, by Rembrandt.— We „ 'Fere 
shown a pretty large library. ■ In his Lordship’s dress- 
ing-room lay Johnson’s small Dictionary : he shewed 
it to me, with some eagerness, sayingv “ Look’ye • 
Qu(E regio in terris nostri non plena laborisl^ He 
observed, also, Goldsmith’s “ x'lnimated Nature ; ” 
and said, . “Here’s our friend f The poor .Doctor 
would have been happy to hear of this.” 

In our way, Johnson. strongly expressed his love of 
driving fast in a post-chaise. “ If (said he) I had no 
duties, and no reference to futurity, I would spend 
my life in driving briskly in a post-chaise , with a 
pretty woman ; but she should: be one who could 
understand me, and would add something to the 
conversation.” I observed that we were, this, day 
to stop just where the. Highland army did in ■1,745,, 
JoFiNSON. “It was a noble attempt” Bosw,ell. “I 
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wish we could have an autlientick history of it.” John- 
son. “ If you were not an idle dog you might write 
it, by collecting from every body what they can tell, 
and putting down your authorities,'' Boswell. “But 
I could not have the advantage of it in my life-time.” 
Johnson. “You might have the sati.sfaction of its 
i'anie, by printing it in Plolland; and as to profit, 
consider how long it was before writing came to be 
considered in a pecuniary view. Earetti says he is 
the first man that ever received copy-money in Italy.” 
I said that I would endeavour to do what Dr. John- 
son suggested; and I thought that I might write so as 
to venture to publish my “History of the Civil War 
in Great'Britain in 1745 and 1746” without being 
obliged to go to a foreign press. ^ 

When we arrived at Derby, Dr. Butter accompanied 
us to see the manufactory of china there. I admired 
the ingenuity and delicate art with which a man 
fashioned clay into a cup, a saucer, or a tea-pot, 
while a boy turned round a wheel to give the mass 
rotundity. I thought this as excellent in its species 
of powder as making good verses in its species. Y'et 
I had no respect for this potter. Neither, indeed, 
has a man of any extent of thinking for a mere verse- 
maker, in w’hose numbers, how^ever perfect, there is 
no poetry, no mind. The china was beautiful, but 
Dr. Johnson justly observed it w^as too dear; for that 
he could have vessels of silver, of the same size, as 
cheap as what were here made of porcelain. 

I felt a pleasure in w^alking about Derby, such as I 
ahvays have in walking about any town to which I am 
not accustomed. There is an immediate sensation of 
novelty ; and one speculates on the wmy in which life 
is passed in it, which, although there is a sameness 
every wdiere upon the wfiiole, is yet minutely diversified. 
The minute diversities in every thing are w^onderful. 
Talking of shaving the other night at Dr. Taylor’s, 


7 I am now happy to iinderstand that Mr. John Home, who was 
himself gallantly in the field for the reigning family in that interest- 
ing warfare, but is generous .enough to do justice to the other side, 
is preparing an account of it for the press. 
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I3r. Tohnsoo said, Sir, of a thousand shavers, two do 
not shave so much alike as not to be distinguished.’'’ 
I thought this not possible, till he specified so many 
of the 'varieties in shaving holding the razor more 
or less perpendicular ; — drawing long or short strokes ; 
—beginning at the upper |-jart of tlie^ face, or the 
under — at the right side or the left side. Indeed, 
wht/n one considers what variety of sounds can be 
utterudi hy the windpipe, in the compass of a very 
srmili a|'>erture, we may be convinced how many 
dtjgrees of difterence there may be in the application 
of a razor. 

W’e dined with Dr. Butter, ^ whose lady is daughter 
of my cousin Sir John Douglas, whose grandson is 
now presumptive heir of the noble family of Queens- 
berry. Johnson and he had a good deal of medical 
conversation. Johnson, said he had somewhere or 
other given an account of Dr. Nichols’s discourse “ 
/i/rimd He told us “that whatever a man’s 

distemper was, Dr. Nichols would not attend h.i.m as a 
physician if his mind was not at ease ; for' he believed 
that no medicines would have any influence. He once 
attended a man in trade, upon whom he found none of 
the oiedicines he prescribed had any eflhct ; he asked 
the man’s wife privately whether his affairs were not 
in a had way? She said no. He continued his at- 
tendance some time, still without success. At length 
the man’s wife told him she had discovered that her 
liusband’s affairs mere in a bad way. When Goldsmith 
was dying, Dr. Turton said to him, ‘Your pulse is in 
greater disorder than it should be from the degree of 
fiiver which you have : is your mind at ease ? ’ Gold- 
smith answered it was not.” 

^ Alter dinner, Mrs. Butter went with me to see the 
silk-mill which Mr. John Lombe had “ had a patent 

^ •' pr. Butter was at this time a practising physician at Derby, 
pt.; altcTwards removed to London, where he died in his 79111 \ ear, 
Aiarch 22, .1805. He is author of several medical tracts.— M,]” 

“ See Hutton’s History of Derby, a book which is deservedly 
esteemed for its intorraation, accuracy, and good narrative. Indeed 
the age in whicli we live is eminentlv distinguished by topographical 
e.’a'ellence. 
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for, having brought away the contrivance from Italy. 
I am not very conversant with mechanicks ; but the 
simplicity of this machine, and its multiplied operations, 
struck me with an agreeable surprize. I had learnt 
from Dn Johnson, during this interview, not to think 
with a dejected indifference of the works of art, and 
the pleasures of life, because life is uncertain and 
short ; but to consider such indifference as a failure 
of reason, a morbidness of mind ; for happiness should 
be cultivated as much as we can, and the objects which 
are instrumental to it should be steadily considered as 
of importance, with a reference not only to ourselves, 
but to multitudes in successive ages. Though it is 
proper to value small parts, as 

“Sands make the mountain, moments make the 
year;”i 

yet we must contemplate collectively to have a just 
estimation of objects. One moment’s being uneasy 
or not seems of no consequence; yet this may be 
thought of the next, and the next, and so on, till there 
is a large portion of misery. In the same way^ one 
must think of happiness, of learning, of friendship. 
We cannot tell the precise moment when friendship is 
formed. xAs in filling a vessel drop by drop there is 
at last a drop which makes it run over, so in a series 
of kindnesses there is at last one which makes the 
heart run over. We must not divide objects of our 
attention into minute parts, and think separately of 
each part. It is by contemplating a large mass of 
human existence that a man, while he sets a just 
value on his own life, does not think of his death as 
annihilating all that is great and pleasing in the world, 
as if actually contained in his 7nind^ according to Berke- 
ley’s reverie. If his imagination be not sickly and 
feeble, it “ wings its distant way ” far beyond himself, 
and views the world in unceasing activity of every sort. 
It must be acknowdedged, however, that Pope’s plain- 
tive reflection, that all things would be as gay as ever 
^ Young. 
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on the clay of his death, is natural and common. We 
are a|:)t to transfer to all around us our own glooinj 
without considering that at any given point of time 
there is, perhaps, as much 3 -outh and gaiety in the 
world as at another. Before I came into this life, in 
which 1 have had so many pleasant scenes, have not 
thousands and ten thousands of deaths and funerals 
happened, and , have not families been, in grief for 
their nearest relations ? But have those dismal cir- 
cumstances at all affected nie ? Why then should the 
gloomy scenes which .1 experience, or which I know, 
affect others? Let us guard against imagining that 
there is an end of felicity upon earth when we our- 
selves grow old or are unhappy. 

Dr. Johnson told us at tea, that when some of Dr. 
Dodd's ])ioiis friends \vere trying to console him by 
saying that he was going to leave ‘‘a wretched world" 
he liad honesty enough not to join in the cant ; — No, 
no, (said he.) it has been a very agreeable world to me." 
Johnson added, I respect Dodd for thus speaking the 
truth ; for, to be sure, he had for several years enjoyed 
a life of great voluptuousness.” 

He told us that Dodd’s city friends stood by him 
so that a thousand pounds were ready to be given to 
the gaoler if he would let him escape. He added 
that he knew a friend of Dodd’s who walked about 
Newgate for some time on the evening before the 
day of his execution, with five hundred pounds in his 
pocket, ready to be paid to any of the turnkeys who 
could get him out : but it was too late ; for he was 
watched with much circumspection. He said Dodd’s 
friends had an image of him made of wax, which was 
to have been left in his place ; and he believed it -was 
carried into the prison. . 

Johnson disapproved of Dr. Dodd’s leaving the 
world persuaded that “The Convict’s Address to his 
unhappy brethren” was of his own writing. “But, 
Sir, (said I,) you contributed to the deception; for 
when Mr. vSeward expressed a doubt to you that it 
was not Dodd’s own, because it had a great deal more 
force of mind in it than any thing known to be his, you 
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answered, — ‘ AViiy should you think so ? Depend 
upon it, Sir, wdien a man knows he is to /be hanged 
in a fortniglit it concentrates his mind wonderitillyd ” 
Johnson. ‘‘ Sir, as Dodd got it from me to pass as his 
own, while that could do him any good, that was an 
implied promise that I should not own it. To own it, 
therefore, would have been telling a lie, with the addi- 
tion of breach of promise, which was worse than simply 
telling a lie to make it be believed it was Dodd’s. Be- 
sides, Sir, I did not directly tell a lie : I left the matter 
uncertain. Perhaps I thought that Seward would not 
believe it the less to be mine for what I said y but I 
would not put it in his power to say I had owned it,” 

He praised Blair’s sermons : “ ATt,” said he, (willing 
to let us see he was aware that fashionable fame, how- 
ever deserved, is not always the most lasting,) ^‘perhaps, 
they may not be reprinted after seven years ; at least 
not after Blair’s death.” 

He said ‘‘ Cxoldsmith was a plant that flowered late. 
There appeared nothing remarkable about him when 
he was young ; though w'hen he had got high in fame 
one of his friends began to recollect something of his 
being distinguished at College.^ Goldsmith in the 
same manner recollected more of that friend’s early 
years as he grew a greater man.” 

I mentioned that Lord Monboddo told me he awaked 
every morning at four, and then for his health got up 
and walked in his room naked, with the window open, 
which he called taking an air bath ; after which he went 
to bed again, and slept two hours more. Johnson, who 
was always ready to beat down any thing that seemed 
to be exhibited with disproportionate importance, thus 
observed : I suppose. Sir, there is no more in it than 
this, he 'wakes at four, and cannot sleep till he chills 
himself, and makes the w^armth of the bed a grateful 
sensation.” 

I talked of the difficulty of rising in the morning. 
Dr. Johnson told me “ that the learned Mrs. Carter, 
at that period when she was eager in study, did not 

r [Herewi distinguished in college, as appears from a circumstance 
mentioned by Dr. Kearney. See vol, i. p. 3T5. — M.] 
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awake as early as she wished, and she therefore had a 
contrivan.ce that, at a certain hour, her chamber-light 
should burn a string to which, a heavy weight was sus- 
i)eiided, which then fell with a strong sudden noise : 
this roused her from sleep, and then she had no difficulty 
in getting up.” But I said ///^//was my difficulty ; and 
wished there could be some medicine invented which 
woiiicl make one rise without pain, which I never did, 
unless after lying in bed a very long time. Perhaps 
there may be something in the stores of Nature wdiich 
coiiid do this. I have thought of a pulley to raise me 
gradually ; but that would give me pain, as it would 
counteract my internal inclination. I would have 
something that can dissipate the z'is inertice^ and give 
elasticity to the muscles. As I imagine that the human 
body may be put, by the operation of other substances, 
into any state in which it has ever been ; and as I have 
experienced a state in which rising from bed was not 
disag, reeable, but easy, nay, sometimes agreeable; I 
suppose that this state may be produced, if we knew 
by what. We can heat the body, we can cool it ; we 
can give it tension or relaxation ; and surely it is pos- 
sible to bring it into a state in which rising from bed 
'will not be a pain. 

Johnson observed that “a man should take a 
sufficient quantity of sleep, which Dr. Mead says is 
between seven and nine hours.” I told him that Dr. 
Cullen said to me that a man should not take more 
sleep than he can take at once. Johnson. “This 
rule, Sir, cannot hold in ail cases; for many people 
have their sleep broken by sickness ; and, surely, Cullen 
would not have a man to get up after having slept but 
an hour. Such a regimen would soon end in a long 
sleep r ^ Dr. Taylor remarked, I think very justly, that 


J This regimen was, however, practised by Bishop Ken, of whom 
Hawkins { not Sir John) in his life of that venerable .Prelate, page 4, 
y;ii!,5 w.5,y ‘ .Vnd that neither his study might be the aggressor on his 
iioiirs ot instruction, or what he judged his duty prevent his improve- 
ments : or both, his closet addresses to his God ; he strictly accus- 
tomed himself to but one sleep, which often obliged him to rise at 
one or two of the clock in the morning, and sometimes sooner ; and 
grew so habitual that it continued with him almost till his last 
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man who does not feel an inclination to sleep at 
the ordinary times, instead of being stronger than other 
people, must not be well; for a man in health has all: 
the natural inclinations to eat, drink, and sleep in a 
strong degree.” 

Johnson advised me to-night not to refine in the 
education of my children. “ Life (said he) will not 
bear refinement : you must do as other people do.” 

As we drove back to Ashbourne, Dr. Johnson 
recommended to me, as he had often done, to drink 
water only : ‘‘For (said he) you are then sure not to 
get drunk ; whereas, if you drink wine you are never 
sure.” I said drinking wine was a pleasure which I 
was unwilling to give up. “ Why, Sir, (said he,) there 
is no doubt that not to drink wine is a great deduction 
from life : but it may be necessary.” He however 
owned that in his opinion a free use of wine did not 
shorten life j and said he would not give less for the 
life of a certain Scotch Lord (whom he named) cele- 
brated for hard drinking than for that of a sober man. 
“ But stay, (said he, with his usual intelligence, and 
accuracy of enquiry,) does it take much wine to make 
him drunk?” I answered, “a great deal either of 
wine or strong punch.” — “ Then (said he) that is the 
worse.” I presume to illustrate my friend’s observation 
thus : “ A fortress which soon surrenders has its walls 
less shattered than when a long and obstinate resistance 
is made.” 

I ventured to mention a person who was as violent 
a Scotchman as he was an Englishman ; and literally 
had the same contempt for an Englishman compared 
with a Scotchman that he had for a Scotchman com- 
pared with an Englishman ; and that he would say of 
Dr. Johnson, “Damned rascal! to talk as he does of 
the Scotch.” This seemed, for a moment, “to give 


illness. And so lively and cheerful was his temper that he would 
be very facetious and entertaining to his friends in the evening, even 
when it was perceived that with difficulty he kept his eyes open ; 
and then seemed to go to rest with no other purpose than the 
refreshing and enabling him with more vigour and cheerfulness to- 
sing his morning hymn, as he then used to do to his lute before he 
put on his clothes.” 
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him pause.'” It, perhaps, presented his extreme pre- 
judice against; the- Scotch in a point of view somewhat 
iicw to him, by the effect' of contrast. 

By the time when we. returned to Ashbourne, Dr. 
Tayior was gone to bed. Johnson and I sat up a 
long time by ourselves. 

lie was much diverted with an article which I shewed 
iiim in the Critical Review” of this year, giving an 
account of a curious publication, entitled, ‘d spiritual 
Diary and Soliloquies, by John Rutty, M.D.” Dr. 
Rutty was one of the people called Quakers, a physician 
of some eminence in Dublin, and authour of several 
works. This Diary, which was kept from 1753 to 1775, 
the year in which he died, and was now published in 
two volumes octavo, exhibited, in the simplicity of his 
heart, a minute and honest register of the state of his 
mind ; which, though frequently laughable enough, was 
not more so than the history of many men would be 
if recorded with equal fliirness. 

The following specimens were extracted by the 
Reviewers : 


Tenth month, 1753. 

23. Indulgence in bed an hour too long. 

^‘Twelfth month, 17. An hypochondriack obnubila- 
tion from wind and indigestion. 

'‘ Ninth month, 28. An over-dose of whisky. 

“ 29. A dull, cross, cholerick day. 

'‘First month, 1757 — 22. A little swinish at dinner 
and repast. ■ 

“31. Dogged on provocation. 

“ Second month, 5. Very dogged or snappish. 

“14. Snappish on fasting. 

“26. Cursed snappishness to those under me, on a 
bodily indisposition. 

“Third month, ii. On a provocation, exercised a 
dumb resentment for two days, instead of scolding. 

“ 22. Scolded too vehemently. 

“23. Dogged again. 

“Fourth month, 29. Mechanically and sinfully 
dogged.” 
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Johnson laughed heartily at this good Quietisms self- 
condemning minutes ; particularly at his mentionhig, 
with such a serious regret, occasional instances of 
‘‘ SKmts/i /less In eating, and doggedness of temper d He 
thought the observations of the Critical Reviewers 
upon the importance of a man to himself so ingenious 
and so well expressed that I shall here introduce 
them. 

After observing that “ there are few writers who 
have gained any reputation by recording their own 
actions, they say, 

\¥e may reduce the egotists to four classes. In 
the frst we have Julius Csesar: he relates his own 
transactions ; but he relates them with peculiar grace 
and dignity, and his narrative is supported by the 
greatness of his character and achievements. In the 
second class we have Marcus Antoninus : this writer 
has given us a series of reflections on his own life; 
but his sentiments are so noble, his morality so sub- 
lime, that his meditations are universally admired. In 
the third class we have some others of tolerable credit, 
who have given importance to their own private history 
by an intermixture of literary anecdotes, and the occur- 
rences of their own times : the celebrated Huethis has 
published an entertaining volume upon this plan, ^ De 
rebus ad eum pertinentilms ' In the fourth class we 
have the journalists, temporal and spiidtual : Elias 
Ashmole, William Lilly, George Whitefield, John 
Wesley, and a thousand other old women and fanatick 
writers of memoirs and meditations.'’ 

I mentioned to him that Dr. Hugh Blair,, in his 
lectures on Rhetorick and Belles LettreSj which I 
heard him deliver at Edinburgh, had animadverted on 
the Johnsonian style as too pompous ; and attempted 
to imitate it, by giving a sentence of Addison in “The 
Spectator,” No. 41 1, in the manner of Johnson. When 
treating of the utility of the pleasures of imagination in 
preserving us from vice, it is observed of those “ who 
know not how to be idle and innocent” that “their 
very first step out of business is into vice or folly ; ” 
which Dr. Blair suDDosed would have been expressed 
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in “The ILambler” thus-: “their very first step out of 
the regions of business is into the pertiirbation of vice, 
or the vacuity of folly.’’^ Johnson. “Sir, these are 
not the words ■ I ■ should have used. No, Sir; the 
imitators of iny style have not hit it. Miss Aikin has 
done it the best f for she has imitated the sentiment 
as well as the diction.” 

I intend, before this work is concluded, to exhibit 
specimens of imitation of my friend’s style in various 
modes ; some caricaturing or mimicking it, and some 
formed upon it, whether intentionally or with a degree 
of similarity to it of which, perhaps, the writers were 
not conscious. 

In Baretti’s Review, which he published in Italy, 
under the title of “ Frusta Letteraria,” it is observed 
that Dr. Robertson the historian had formed his style 
upon that of “ II celchre Samuele Johns on! My friend 
himself was of that opinion ; for he once said to me, 
in a pleasant humour, “Sir, if Robertson^s style be 
fault}', he owes it to me ; that is, having too many 
words, and those too big ones.” 

I read to him a letter which Lord Monboddo had 
written to me, containing some critical remarks upon 
the style of his “Journey to the Western Islands of 
Scotland.” His Lordship praised the very fine passage 
upon landing at Icolmkill : but, his own style being 

« 

^ When Dr. Blair published his “ Lectures” he was invidiously 
attacked for having omitted his censure on Johnson’s style, and, on 
the contrary, praising it highly. But before that time Johnson’s 
'* idves of the Poets” had appeared, in which his style was con- 
sideru!)!y easier than when he wrote “The Rambler.” It w^ould, 
tiierefnre, have been uncandid in Blair, even supposing his criticism 
tu been just, to have preserved it. 

“ WE were now treading that illustrious island, which w'as once 
the Jiitninary of the Caledonian regions, whence savage clans and 
roving barbarians derived the benefits of knowledge, and the 
hlesdngs of religion. To abstract the mind from all local emotion 
\waild impossible if it were endeavoured, and would be foolish 
if it were possible. Whatever withdraws us from the powder of our 
senst;‘s, wiiiLtever makes the past, the distant, or the future, pre- 
dominate over the present, advances us in the dignity of thinking 
beings. Far from me, and from my friends, be such frigid philo- 
sopliy as may conduct us, indifferent and unmoved, over any 
yr<jund w'hiclv has been, dignified by 'wisdom, bravery, or virtue. 
Jlie man is little to be envied whose patriotism would not gain 
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exceedingly dry and hard, he disapproved of the rich- 
ness of Johnson’s language, and of his frequent use of 
metaphorical expressions. Johnson. “Why, Sir, this 
criticism would be just if, in my style, superfluous 
words, or words too big for the thoughts, could be 
pointed out ; but this I do not believe can be done. 
E'er instance; in the passage which Lord Moiiboddo 
admires, ‘ We were now treading that illustrious region,’ 
the word illustrious contributes nothing to the mere 
narration ; for the fact might be told without it : but 
it is not, therefore, superfluous ; for it wakes the mind 
to peculiar attention, where something of more than 
usual importance is to be presented. ‘ Illustrious 1 ’ — 
for what ? and then the sentence proceeds to expand 
the circumstances connected with Iona. And, Sir, as 
to metaphorical expression, that is a great excellence 
in style, when it is used with propriety, for it gives you 
two ideas for one ; — conveys the meaning more lumi- 
nously, and generally with a perception of delight.” 

He told me that he had been asked to undertake 
the new edition of the Biogra^hia Brilannica, but had 
declined it; which he afterwards said to me he regretted. 
In this regret many will join, because it would have 
procured us more of Johnson’s most delightful species 
of writing ; and although my friend Dr. Kippis ^ has 
hitherto discharged the task judiciously, distinctly, and 
with more impartiality than might have been expected 
from a Separatist, it were to have been washed that the 
superintendence of this literary Temple of Fame had 
been assigned to a friend to the constitution in Church 
and State.” We should not then have had it too much 

force upon the plain of Marathon, or whose piety would not grow 
warmer among the ruins of Iona.” 

Had our Tour produced nothing else but this sublime passage 
the world must have acknowledged that it was not made in vain. 
Sir Joseph Banks, the present respectable President of the Royal 
Society, told me he was so much struck on reading it that he 
clasped his hands together, and remained for some time in an 
attitude of silent admiration. 

1 [After having given to the publick the first five volumes of a 
new edition of Biographia Britannica, between the years 1778 
and 1793, Kippis died, October 8, 1795 5 work is not 

likely to be soon completed. -—M.j 
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crowded with' obscure dissenting teachers, doubtless 
iiion of merit and worth, but not quite to be numbered 
amongst the most eminent persons who have flourished 
ill (Jreat Britain and Ireland.” ^ 

On Saturday, September 20, after breakfast, when 
laylor was. gone out to his farm, Dr. Johnson and I 
had a serious conversation by ourselves on melancholy 
and madness ; which he was, I always thought, erro- 
neously inclined to confound together. Melancholy, 
like ‘' great wit,” may be “ near allied to madness ; ” 
but there is, in my opinion, a distinct separation be- 
tween them. When he talked of madness, he avas to 
be iinderstood as speaking of those who were in any 
great degree disturbed or, as it is commonly expressed, 
“troubled in mind.” Some of the ancient philosophers 


^ In tills censure which has been carelessly uttered, I carelessly 
joined. But in justice to Dr. Kippis, who, with that nianly candid 
good temper which marks his character, set me rights I now with 
pleasure retract it ; and I desire it may be particularly observed, as 
pointed out by him to me, that “ The aievv lives of Dissenting 
Divines, in the first four volumes of the second, edition of the 
* Ziif.>g?‘uphia Britaiinica,' are those of John Abernethy,, Thomas 
Amory, George Benson, Hugh Broughton the learned Puritan, 
Simon Browne, Joseph Boyse of Dublin, Thomas Cartwright the 
learned Puritan, and Samuel Chandler. The only doubt I have 
ever heard suggested is whether there should have been an article 
of Or. Amory. But I was corn’inced, and am still convinced, that 
he was entitled to one, from the reality of his learning, and tlie 
excellent and candid nature of his practical writings. 

“The new lives of clergymen of the Church of England, in the 
same four volumes, are as follows ; John Balguy, Edward Benthani, 
George Berkley Bishop of Cloyne, William Berriman, Thomas 
Birch, ^V’!l!ianl Borlase, Thomas Rott, James Bradley, Thomas 
l-Sroughtoiu John Brown, John Burton, josepli Butler Bishop of 
Ijuriiam, Thomas Carte, Edmund Caste!!, Edmund Ghishull, 
y'hmies Churchill, William Clarke, Robert Clayton Bishop of 
< ‘ioglier, John Conybeare Bishop of Bristol, George Costard, and 
SaniiK.*] Croxall — ‘ I am not conscious (.snvs Dr, Kippis) of any 
piu'tialuy in conducting the work, I would not willingly insert 'a 
Dissenting Minister that does not justly deserve tq"'be. noticed, or 
omit an established clergyman that does. At the\' same time, I 
shall not be deterred from introducing Dissenters into me Bi agraphia 
when I am satisfied that they are entitled to that di.stinction, from 
their writings, learning, and merit.' " 

Let me add that the expression “A friend to the Constitution in 
Church and State” was not meant by me as any reflection upon 
this Reverend Gentleman, as if he were an enemy to the political 
constitution of his country, as established at the revolution, but, 
from my steady and avowed predilection for a Tofy, was quoted 
Irom “ Johnson's Dictionary,” where that distinction is so defined. 





held that all deviations fi*om right reason were mad- 
ness ; and whoever wishes to see the opinions both of 
aneients and moderns upon this subject, collected and 
illustrated with a variety of curious facts, may read Dr. 
Arnold’s very entertaining workd 

Johnson said, “ A madman loves to be with people 
whom he fears ; not as a dog fears the lash : but of 
Avhom he stands in awe.” I was struck with the justice 
of this observation. To be with those of whom a 
person, whose mind is wavering and dejected, stands 
in awe, represses and composes an uneasy tumult of 
spirits,'^ and consoles him with the contemplation of 
something steady, and at least comparatively great. 

He added, ‘‘ Madmen are all sensual in the lower 
stages of the distemper. They are eager for gratifica- 
tions to soothe their minds, and divert their attention 
from the misery which they suffer : but when they grow 
very ill, pleasure is too weak for them, and they seek 
for pain.^ Employment, Sir, and hardships prevent 
melancholy. I suppose in all our army in America 
there was not one man who went mad.” 

We entered seriously upon a question of much im- 
portance to me, which Johnson was pleased to consider 
with friendly attention. I had long complained to him 
that I felt myself discontented in Scotland, as too 


^ “ Observations on Insanity,” by Thomas Arnold, M.D. London, 
1782. 

- [Cardan composed his mind tending to madness, (or rjither 
actually mad, for such he seems in his writings, learned as they are,) 
by exciting voluntary pain. V. Card. Op. et Vit. — Kearney.] 

2 We read in the Gospels that 'those Tinfortunate persons who 
were possessed with evil spirits, (which, after all, I think is the 
most probable cause of madness, as was first suggested to me by 
my respectable friend Sir John Pringle, } had recourse to pain, tear- 
ing themselves and jumping sometimes into the fire, sometimes into 
the water. Mr. Seward has furnished me with a remarkable anec- 
dote in confirmation of Dr. Johnson’s observation. A tradesman 
who had acquired a large fortune in London retired from business, 
and went to live at Worcester. His mind, being without its usual 
occupation, and having nothing else to supply its place, preyed 
upon itself, so that existence was a torment to him. At last he was 
seized with the stone ; and a friend who found him in one of its 
severest fits having expressed his concern, '‘No, no. Sir, (said he) 
don’t pity me ; what I now' feel is ease compared with that torture 
of mind from which it relieves me.” 
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narrow a sphere, and that I wished to make my chief 
residence ' in ■ London, ■ the great scene of ambition, 
instruction, and amusement: a scene which was to 
me, comparatively^ ^speaking, a heaven upon earth. 
Johnson, ‘‘ Why, Sir, I never knew any one who had 
such a for London as you have ; and I cannot 
blame you for your wish to live there : yet, Sir, were I 
in )’our fathers place, I should not consent to your 
7<t!ing there ; for I have the old feudal notions, and 
J snould be afraid that Auchinleck would be deserted, 
as you would soon find it more desirable to have a 
country-seat in a better climate. I own, however, that 
to consider it as a to reside on a family estate is 
a prejudice ; for we must consider that working-people 
get employment equally, and the produce of land is 
sold equally, whether a great family resides at home 
or not ; and if the rents of an estate be carried to 
London, they return again in the circulation of com- 
merce ; nay, Sir, we must perhaps allow that carryino- 
the rents to a distance is a good, because it contributes 
to that circulation. iLe must, however, allow that a 
well-regulated great family may improve a neighbour- 
hood m aviJity and elegance, and give an e.vample of 
good order, virtue, and piety; and so its residence at 
horne nia}- be ot much advantage. But if a great 
family be disorderly and vicious its residence at home 

novvl’ “ neighbourhood. There is not 

r .- ~ y ‘Same inducement to live in the country as 
. onnerly ,• the pleasures of social life are much better 
enjoyed in town ; and there is no longer in the country , 

diet hnd “ *" proprietors of land which ' 

they had in old times, and which made the country so 
agieeable to them. The Laird of Auchinleck now is 
not neat so great a man as the Laird of Auchinleck 

was a hundred years a;^'o.” 

hnf my ancestors never went from 

but r attended by thirty men on horse- 

^ ® ^^‘■^"'dness and spirit of enquiry were 

everted upon every occasion. “ Pra\', /said he ) how 

Ssrwhrr°‘' thirtf 

horses when he went at a distance from home, in an 
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age when there was hardly any money in circulation ? 

I suggested the same difficulty to a friend who men- 
tioned Douglas’s going to the Holy Land with a 
numerous train of followers. Douglas could, no doubt, 
maintain followers enough while living upon his own 
lands, the produce of which supplied them with food ; 
but he could not carry that food to the Holy Land ; 
and as there was no commerce by which he could be 
supplied with money, how could he maintain them in 
foreign countries ? 

I suggested a doubt that, if I were to reside in 
London, the exquisite zest with which I relished it in 
occasional visits might go off, and I might grow tired 
of it. Johnson. “ Why, Sir, you find no man, at all 
intellectual, w'ho is willing to leave London. No, Sir, 
when a man is tired of London, he is tired of life; for 
there is in London all that life can afford.” 

To obviate his apprehension that by settling in 
London I might desert the seat of my ancestors, I 
assured him that I had old feudal principles to a degree 
of enthusiasm; and that I felt all the dulcedo of the 
natale solum. I reminded him that the Laird of 
Auchinleck had an elegant house, in front of which 
he could ride ten miles forward upon his own terri- 
tories, upon which he had upwards of six hundred 
people attached to him ; that the family seat was rich 
in natural romantick beauties of rock, wood, and water ; 
and that in my morn of life ” I had appropriated the 
finest descriptions in the ancient Classicks to certain 
scenes there, which were thus associated in my mind. 
That when all this was considered, I should certainly 
pass a part of the year at home, and enjoy it the more 
from variety, and from bringing with me a share of the 
intellectual stores of the metropolis. He listened to 
all this, and kindly hoped it might be as I now 
supposed.” 

He said a country gentleman should bring his lady 
to visit London as soon as he can, that they may have 
agreeable topicks for conversation when they are by 
themselves. 

As I meditated trying my fortune in Westminster 
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Hail, our conversation' turned upon the profession of 
the law in England. Johnson, “ You must not in- 
dulge too sanguine hopes, should you be called to our 
I'jar. I was told, by a very sensible lawyer, that there 
are a great many chances against any man’s success 
ill the profession of the Jaw ; the candidates are so 
numerous, and those who get large practice so few. 
He said it was by no means true that a man of good 
parts and application is sure of having business, though 
lie, indeed, allowed that if such a man could but appear 
in a few causes his merit would be known, and he 
would get forward; but that the great risk was that a 
man might pass half a life-time in the Courts, and never 
have an opportunity of shewing his abilities.” ^ 

We talked of employment being absolutely necessary 
to preserve the mind from wearying and growing fretful, 
especially in those who have a tendency to melancholy ; 
and I mentioned to him a saying which somebody had 
related of an American savage, who, when an Europea n 
was expatiating on ail the advantages of money, put 
this question: “Will it purchase occupatiimV' John- 
son. “ Depend upon it, Sir, this saying is too refined 
for a savage. And, Sir, money will ptifehase occupa- 
tion ; it will purchase all the conveniences of life ; it 
will purchase variety of company; -will purchase all 
sorts of entertainment.” 

I talked to him of Forster's “Voyage to the South 
Sea.s,” w’hich pleased me ; but I found he did not like 
it. “ Sir, (said he,) there is a great ahectation of fine 
writing in it.” Boswell. “ But he carries you along 
with him.” Johnson. “No, Sir; he does not carry 
me along with him: he leaves me behind him: or 
rather, indeed, he sets me before him ; for he makes 
me turn over many leaves at a time.” 

* Now, ait the distance of fifteen years since this conversation 
passed, the observation which I have had an opportunity of making 
m \ye.st minster Hall has convinced me that, however true the 
opinion of Dr. Johnson’s legal friend may have been some time ago, 
the same certainty of success cannot now be promised to the same 
display ofanerib The reasons, how'ever, of the rapid rise of some, 
and the disappointment of others equally respectable, are such as it 
might seem invidious to mention, and would require a longer detail 
than would be proper for this work, - • 
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Oil Sunday, September 12, we went to the church of 
xishbourne, which is one of the largest and most lumi- 
nous that I have seen in any town of the same size. I 
felt great satisfaction in considering that I was sup- 
ported in my fondness for solemn pub lick worship by 
the general concurrence and munificence of mankind. 

Johnson: and Taylor were so different from each 
other that I wondered at their preserving an intimacy. 
Their having been at school :and college together 
might, in some degree, account for this; but Sir 
Joshua Reynolds has furnished me with a stronger 
reason; for Johnson mentioned to him that he had 
been told by Taylor he was to be his heir. I shall 
not take upon me to animadvert upon this ; but certain 
it is that Johnson paid great attention to Taylor. He 
now, however, said to me, “ Sir, I love him ; but I do 
not love him more ; my regard for him does not in- 
crease. As it is said in the Apocrypha, ‘ his talk is- of 
bullocks. ’d I do not suppose he is very fond of my 
company. His habits are by no jiiieans sufficiently 
clerical : this he know's that I see; and no man likes 
to live under the eye of perpetual disapprobation.” 

I have no doubt that a good many, sermons ivere 
composed for Taylor by Johnson. : At this time I 
found, upon his table, a part of one wffiich he:, had 
newly begun to write : and Condo pro Tiry/oro: appears 
in one of his diaries. When to these circumstances 
we add the internal evidence from the power of think- 
ing and style in the collection which the Reverend 
Mr, Hayes has published, with the significcmt title of 
Sermons left for ptibUcatmi by the Reverend John 
Taylor, LL. I).’ ■ our conviction wfill be complete. 

I,i however, would not have it thought that , Dr. 
Taylor, though he could not write like Johnson, (as, 
indeed, who could ?) did not sometimes compose ser- 
mons as good as those wffiich we generally .have from 
very respectable divines. He : shwe^^ one with 
notes on the margin in Johnson’s handwriting ; and 

, ‘ Ecclesiasticus, chap., xxxviii. V.J 25 . The whole chapter may, be 
read as an admirable illustration of the 'superiority of culivafed 
rhinds over the gross and illiterate. ' 
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1 was present when he read another to Johnson that 
he might have his' opinion of it, and Johnson said it 
was vep’' welld' these, we may be sure, were not 
Johnson’s; for he was above little arts or tricks of 
deception. 

Johnson was by no means of opinion that every man 
of a learned profession should consider it as incumbent 
upon him, or as necessary to his credit, to appear as an 
aiitliour. W hen, in the ardour of ambition for literary 
fame, I regretted to him one day that an eminent Judge 
had nothing of it, and therefore would leave no per- 
petual roonument of himself to posterity ; 'foWIas, Sir, 
(said Johnson) wdiat a mass of confusion should we 
have, if every Bishop, and every Judge, every Lawyer. 
Physician, and Divine, were to write books.’’ 

I mentioned to Johnson a respectable person of a 
very strong mind, who had little of that tenderness 
which IS common to human nature : as an instance of 
which, when I suggested to him that he should invite 
iiis SOD, who had been settled ten years in foreign parts, 
to come home and pay him a visit, his answer was, No' 
no, let him mind his business.” Johnson. I do not 
agree witn him, Sir, in this. Getting money is not all 
a man s business : to cultivate kindness is a valuable 
i:>art of the business of life.” 

In the evening, Johnson being in very good spirits, 
entertained us with several characteristical portraits; 

I regiet that any of them escaped my retention and 
diJigmnce.^ I found from experience that to collect 
m\' friend s conversation so as to exhibit it with any 
degree of its original flavour, it was necessary to write 
It down without delay. To record his sayings, after 
some distance of time, was like preserving or pickliiio- 
long.xept and faded fruits, or other vegetables, wfoicii' 
wiieii in that state, have little or nothing of their taste 
when fresh. 

I shall present _my readers with a series of what I 
gatnered this evening from the [ohnsonian garden. 

friend, the late Earl of Corke, had a great 
‘K®® maintain the literary character of his family ; 
iJo was a genteel man, but did not keep up the dignity 


1777 “'.RESPECT FOR A PLAYER l6l 

of his rank. He was .so generally ci^dl5. that nobody 
thanked him for it.’’ 

“ Did we not hear so much said of Jack Wilkes, we 
should think more highly of his conversation. Jack 
has a great variety of talk, Jack is a scholar, and Jack 
has the manners of a ge.ntieman. But after hearing 
his name sounded from pole to pole, as the phcenix of 
convivial felicity, we are disappointed in his company. 
He has always been ai me : but I would do Jack "a 
kindness rather than not. The contest is now over.” 

“ Clarrick’s gaiety of conversation has delicacy and 
elegance : Ifoote makes you laugh more ; but Pfoote 
has the air of a buffoon paid for entertaining the com- 
pany. Pie, indeed, well deserves his hire.” 

“ Colley Cibber once consulted me as to one of his 
birth-day Odes, a long time before it was wanted. I 
objected very freely to several passages. Cibber lost 
patience, and would not read his Ode to an end. When 
we had done with criticism, we walked over to Richard- 
son’s, the authour of ' Clarissa,’ and I wondered to find 
Richardson displeased that I ‘ did not treat Cibber with 
more respect! Now, Sir, to talk of respect for a player I ” 
(sniiiing disdaintiilly.) Boswell. “There, Sir, you 
are always heretical : you never will allow merit to a 
player.” Johnson. “ Merit, Sir, what merit ? Do you 
respect a rope-dancer or a ballad-singer ? ” Boswell. 
“No, Sir : but we respect a great player, as a man who- 
can conceive lofty sentiments and can express them 
gracefully.” Johnson. “ What, Sir, a fellow who claps 
a hump on his back, and a lump on his leg, and cries, 

^ I am Richard the TkirdR Nay, :Sir, a ballad-singer 
is a higher man, for he does two things; he repeats 
and he sings : there is both recitation and musick in 
his performance : the player only recites.” Boswell. 

“ My dear Sir ! you may turn any thing into ridicule. 

I allow that a player of farce is not entitled to respect ; 
he does a little thing : but he who can represent exalted 
characters, and touch the noblest passions, has very 
respectable powers ; and mankind have agreed in ad- 
miring great talents for the stage. We must consider, 
too, that a great player does what very few are capable 
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to do : his art is a yery rare faculty.-,, ■, IV/ia can repeat 
Hariilefs soliloquy, ‘To be, or not to be,' as Garrick, 
■does itf” Johnson. “ Any body may. . Jemmy 
there (a boy about eight years old, who" was in the, 
room; will do it as well in a week." Boswell, ‘‘ No, 
no, Sir: and as a proof of -the merit of great acting, 
and of the value which mankind set upon it, Garrick 
has got a hundred thousand jjounds." Johnson. 
‘‘Is getting hundred thousand pounds a" proof of 
excelimice.^ That has been done by a scoundrel 
commissary." 

Jills was most fallacious reasoning. I was s//re, for 
once, that I had the best side of the argument. I 
Doldly maintained the just distinction between a tra- 
gedian and a mere theatrical droll ; between those who 
rouse our terrour and pity, and those who only make 
us laugh. ‘‘ If (said I) Betterton and Foote were to 
walk into this room, you would respect Betterton much 
more than Foote." Johnson. “If Betterton were to 
walk into this room with Foote, Foote would soon 
drive him out of it. F'oote, Sir, (ptatemh Foote, has 
powers siiperioLir to them all." 

On Monday, September 22, when at breakfast, I 
unguardediy said to Dr. Johnson, “I wish I saw you 
and jMrs. Macaulay together." He grew’ very angry * 
and, after a pause, -while a cloud gathered on his browp 
he buist out, “No, Sir; you would not see us quarrel, 
to make you sport. Don’t you know that it is very 
uncivil to pit two people against one another } " Then 
checking himself, and wishing to be more gentle, he 
added, “ I do imt say you should be hanged or drowned 
or this; but it is very uncivil." Dr. Taylor thought 
liini m^the wTong, and spoke to him privately of it • 
out I afterwards acknowledged to Johnson that I was 
to blame, for I candidly owned that I meant to express 
a desire to see a contest between Mrs. Macaulay and 
iim; but then I knew how the contest would end : so 
that 1 was to see him triumph. Johnson. “Sir you 
cannot be sure how’ a contest will end ; and no man 
aas a right to engage two people in a dispute by which 
their passions may be enflamed, and they may part 
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with bitter resentment against each other. I would 
sooner keep company wdth a man from whom I must 
guard mj pockets than with a man who contrives to 
bring me into a dispute with somebody that he may 
hear it. This is the great fault of — ^ , (naming one 
of our friends) endeavouring to introduce a subject 
upon which be knows tw^o people in the company 
differ.’' Eosw^ell. But he told me, Sir, he does it 
for instruction.” Johnson. ^‘Whatever the motive 
be, Sir, the man who does so does very wrong. He 
has 00 more right to instruct himself at such risk than 
he has to make two people fight a duel that he may 
learn how to defend himselh” 

He found great fault with a gentleman of our 
acquaintance for keeping a bad table. '‘Sir, (said 
he,) when a man is invited to dinner he is dis- 
appointed if he does not get something good. I 
advised Mrs. Thrale, who has no card-parties at her 
house, to give sweet-meats, and such good things, in 
an evening, as are not commonly given, and she 'would 
find company enough come to herj for every body 
loves to have things which please the palate put in 
their way, without trouble or preparation.” Such was 
his attention to the of life and manners. 

He thus characterised the Duke of Devonshire, 
.grandfather of the present representative of that very 
respectable family : “ He was not a man of superiour 
abilities, but he was a man strictly faithful to his word. 
If, for instance, he had promised you an acorn, and 
none had grown that year in his 'w^oods, he would not 
have contented himself whth that excuse : he would 
have sent to Denmark for it. So unconditional was 
he in keeping his word; so high as to the point of 
honour.” This was a liberal testimony from the Tory 
Johnson to the virtue of a great Whig nobleman. 

Mr, Burke’s “ Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol, on the 
affairs of America,” being mentioned, Johnson censured 
the composition much, and he ridiculed the definition 
of a free government, viz. " For any practical purpose, 
it is what the people think so.” ^ — “ I will let the King 

^ Edit. 2, p. 53. 
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of France govern .me on those condit:ions 5 (said he,) 
for it is to be governed just as I please.” And when 
D,r. Taylor talked of a girl being sent to a parish work- 
house, and asked how much she could be obliged to 
work, Why, (said Johnson,) as much as is reasonable 
and what is that ? as much as s/ie thinks reasonable.” 

I3r. Johnson obligingly proposed to carry me to see 
Islam, a romantick scene, now belonging to a family 
of the name of Port, but formerly the seat of the- 
Congreves. I suppose it is well described in some 
of the Tours. Johnson described it distinctly and,, 
vividly, at which I could not but express to him my 
wonder ; because, though my eyes, as he observed., 
were better than his, I could not by any means equal, 
him in representing visible objects. I said the dif- 
ference between us in this respect was as that between; 
a man who has a bad instrument, but plays well on it, 
and a man who has a good instrument, on which he, 
can f)lay very imperfectly. 

I recollect a very fme amphitheatre, surrounded with 
hills covered with woods, and \valks neatly formed 
along the side of a rocky steep, on the quarter next 
the house, with recesses under projections of rock,, 
overshadowed with trees ; in one of which recesses, 
we were told, Congreve wrote his “ Old Bachelor.’" 
We viewed a remarkable natural curiosity at Islam 
two rivers bursting near each other from the rock, 
not from immediate springs, but after having run for 
iiiaiiy miles under ground. Plott, in his “History of 
Staftbrdshire,” ^ gives an account of this curiosity ; but 
Johnson would not believe it, though we had the at- 
testation of the gardener, who said he had put in 
corks, where the river Afanyfold sinks into the ground, 
and had catched them in a net, placed before one of 
the openings where the water bursts out. Indeed, such 
subterraneous courses of water are found in various 
parts of our globe.- 

Talking of Dr. Johnson's unwillingness to believe 

J Page 89. ^ 

See P.!ott’s “ History of Staffordshire,” p. 88. and the authorities 
referred to by him. 
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extraordinary things, I ventured to say, “ Sir, you 
come near Hume’s argument against miracles, ‘ That 
it is more probable witnesses should lie, or be mis- 
taken, than that they should happen.’” Johnson. 

Why, Sir, Hume, taking the proposition simply, is 
light. But the Christian revelation is not proved by 
the miracles alone, but as connected with prophecies, 
and with the doctrines in confirmation of which the 
miracles were wrought.” 

He repeated his observation, that the differences 
among Christians are really of no consequence. “ For 
instance, (said he,) if a Protestant objects to a Papist, 
“You worship images;’ the Papist can answer, M do 
not insist on your doing it ; you may be a very good 
Papist without it: I do it only as a help to my 
devotion.’ ” I said, the great article of Christianity 
is the revelation of immortality. Johnson admitted 
it was. 

In the evening, a gentleman-farmer, who was on a 
visit at Dr. Taylor’s, attempted to dispute with Johnson 
in favour of Mungo Campbell, who shot Alexander, 
Earl of Eglintoiine, upon his having fallen, when 
retreating from his Lordship, who he believed was 
about to seize his gun, as he had threatened to do. 
Pie said he should have done just as Campbell did. 
Johnson. “ Whoever would do as Campbell did de- 
serves to be hanged ; not that I could, as a juryman, 
have found him legally guilty of murder; but I am 
glad they found means to convict him.” The gentle- 
man-farmer said, “A poor man has as much honour 
as a rich man; and Campbell had that to defend.” 
Johnson exclaimed, “A poor man has no honour.” 
The English yeoman, not dismayed, proceeded: 

“ Lord Eglintoune was a damned fool to run on 
upon Campbell, after being warned that Campbell 
would shoot him if he did.” Johnson, who could not 
bear any thing like swearing, angrily replied, “ He 
was 7tot a dam7ied fool : he only thought too well of 
CanipbelL He did not believe Campbell would be 
such a da?7i7ied scoundrel as to do dmjined a thing.” 
His emphasis on daifined^ accompanied with frowning 
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looks, reproved his opponent’s want of decoriiTO. in his 
presence. 

laikingofthe danger of being mortified by rejection 
when making approaches to the acquaintance of the 
great, observed, I. am, however, generally for try- 
i.og, ‘ Nothing venture, nothing have/ Johnson. 
“ Very Jrue, Sir ; but I have always been more afraid 
of tailing than^ hopeful of success.” And, indeed, 
though he had all just respect for rank, no man ever 
less courted the favour of the great. 

During this interview at Ashbourne, Johnson seemed 
to be more uniformly social, cheerful, and alert than 
I had almost ever seen him. He was prompt on great 
occasions and on small. Taylor, who praised every 
thing of his own to excess, in short, ‘‘ whose geese 
were all swans,” as the proverb says, expatiated on the- 
excellence of his bull-dog, which he told us was “per- 
fectly well shaped.” Johnson, after examining the: 
animal attentively, thus repressed the vain-glory of our 
nost; ‘‘No, Sir, he is noi well shaped; for there is 
not the quick transition from the thickness of the fore- 
part to the the thin part—behind,— which a 

bull-dog ought to have.”^ This was the only 

swrd yard that I heard him use during this interview, 
and It will be observed he instantly put anather'ex- 
pression in its place. Taylor said a small btili-dog 
was as good as a large one. Johnson. “ No, Sir : ' for 
in proportion to his size he has strength : and your 
argii merit would prove that a good buli-deg may be 
as small as^ a mouse.” It was amazing' how he entered 
with perspicuity and keenness upon every thing that 
occuiTed in conversation. Most; men whom I know 
would no more think of discussiiig a question about a 
DuII-dog than of attacking a bull. 

I cannot allow any fragment whatever that floats in 
my memory concerning the great subject of this work 
to be lost. Fhough a small particular may appeal* 
trifling/ to some it w% be relished by others: while 
every little spark adds something to the general blaze: 
and to please the true, candid, warm admirers of Tohn- 
degree increase the splendour of his 
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reputation, I bid defiance to the shafts of ridicule, or 
even of malignity. Showers of them have been dis- 
charged at my “ Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides; ” 
yet it still sails unhurt along the stream of time, and 

as an attendant upon Johnson, 

'' Pursues the triumph, and partakes the galed' 

One morning after breakfast, when the sun shone 
bright, we walked out together, and pored ” for some 
time with placid indolence upon an artificial water-fall,, 
which Dr. Taylor had made by building a strong dyke 
of stone across the river behind the garden. It was 
now somewhat obstructed by branches of trees and 
other rubbish, which had come down the river, and’ I 

settled close to it. Johnson, partly from a desire to 
see it play more freely, and partly from that inclinatioo I 

to activity which will animate, at times, the most inert ? 

and sluggish mortal, took a long pole, which was lying 
on a bank, and pushed down several parcels of this 
wreck with painful assiduity, while I stood quietly hy^ | 

wondering to behold the sage thus curiously employed ,, i 

and smiling with an humorous satisfaction each time I 

when he carried his point. He worked till he was | 

quite out of breath ; and having found a large dead ^ 

cat so heavy that he could not move it after several | 

efforts, ‘‘ Come,” said he, (throwing down the pole,) | 

‘'jw/ shall take it now;” which I accordingly did, 
and being a fresh man, soon made the cat tumble over 
the cascade. This may be laughed at as too trifling 
to record ; but it is a small characteristic trait in the 
Flemish picture which I give of my friend, and in which, I 

therefore, I mark the most minute particulars. And 
let it be remembered that “^sop at play” is one of ; 

the instructive apologues of antiquity. • " 

I mentioned an old gentleman of our acquaintance 
whose memory was beginning to fail Johnson. 

'' There must be a diseased mind, where there is a 
failure of memory at seventy. A man’s head, Sir, 
must be morbid, if^ he fails so soon.” My friend^ ; | 

being now himself sixty-eight, might think thus: but 
I imagine that the Psalmist’s period 
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of .sound human life in later ages, may have a failure 
though there be no disease in the constitution. 

Talking of Rochester’s Poems, he said he had given 
tiiem to Mr. Steevens to castrate ^ for the edition of the 
poets to which he was to write Prefaces. Dr. Taylor 
(the only time I ever heard him say any thing witty) 2 
observed, that ‘‘ if Rochester had been castrated him- 
SiJf, ijis exceptionable poems would not have been 
written.” I asked if Burnet had not given a good Life 
of Rochester. Johnson^ “ITg have a good Death: 
tnere is not much pfc.” Tasked whether Prior’s 
poems were to be printed entire; Johnson said they 
were. 1 mentioned Lord Hades’s censure of Prior 
m his Preface to a collection of “Sacred Poems” by 
various hands, published by him at Edinburgh a great 
many years ago, where he mentions “those impure 
tales which will be the eternal opprobrium of their in- 
pnioiis authour.” Johnson. “ Sir, Lord Hailes has 
lorgmt. There IS nothing in Prior that will excite to 
.ewdness. If Lord Hailes, thinks there is, he must be 
moie combustiDle than other people.” I instanced the 
tale of Paulo Purganti and his Wife.” Johnson. 
bii, there IS nothing there but that his wife wanted 
be kissed when poor Paulo was out of pocket. No 
Sir Prior is a lady’s book. No lady is ashamed to have 
!t standing in her library.” 

1 he hypochondriack disorder being mentioned, Dr. 
“nT common as I supposed. 
PurbbnH T^ (said he) is the same one day as another. 
Luike and Reynolds are the same. Beauclerk, except 

didfl rf ^ myself; but 

this I do not mention commonly.” 

changefulness, so that I 
•'is continuance, the same 

vicns of any tlnng It was most comfortable to me to 

uniineL'' a relief from this 

Jncasintss. His steady vigorous mind held firm before 

eany part of 

p‘«L^;;‘h:'nSS' ^ 
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me those objects which my .own feeble and tremulous 
imagination frequently presented in such a wavering 
state that my reason coiiid not judge well of them. 

Dr. Johnson advised me to-day to have as many 
books about me as I could ; that I might read upon 
any subject upon which I had a desire for instruction 
at the time. “What you read then^ (said he,) you will 
remember; but if you have not a book immediately 
ready, and the subject moulds in your mind, it is a 
chance if you have again a desire to study, it.’" He 
added, “ If a man never has an eager desire for 
instruction, he should prescribe a task for himself. 
But it is better when a man reads from imiiiediate 
inclination.” 

He repeated a good many lines of Horace’s Odes, 
while we were in the chaise ; I remember particularly 
the Ode Eheu fugaccsr 

He said the dispute as to the comparative excel- 
lence of Homer or Virgil ^ was inaccurate. “ We must 
consider (said he) whether Homer was not the greatest 
poet, though Virgil may have produced the finest poem.- 
Virgil was indebted to Homer for the whole invention 
of the structure of an epick poem, and for many of his 
beauties.” 

He told me that Bacon was a favourite authour with 
him ; but he had never read his works till he 'was com- 
piling the English Dictionary, in which he said I might 
see Bacon very often quoted. Mr. Seward recollects 
his having mentioned that a Dictionary of the English 
Language might be compiled from Bacon’s 'writings 
alone, and that he had once an intention of giving an 
edition of Bacon, at least of his English w’orks, and 
writing the Life of that great man. Had he executed 

1 I am informed by Mr, Langton that a great many years ago 
iie was present when this question, was agitated between Dr. fohn- 
son and Mr. Burke; and, to use Johnson’s phrase, they "talked 
their best ; ” Johnson for Horner, Burke for Virgil. It may well be 
supposed to have been one of the ablest and most brilliant contests^ 
that ever was exhibited. How much must we regret that it has not 
been preserved. 

[But where is the inaccuracy, \i the admirers of Homer contend 
that he was not only prior to Virgil in point of time, but superior in 
excellence ?-—J. BOSWELL.] 

VOL. II. 
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this intention, there' can be no doubt that lie would 
liave done it ■ i'n a most masterly manner. Mallet’s 
Lite of Bacon has no inconsiderable merit as an acute 
nnd elegant dissertation relative to its subject; but 
Mallet’s mind was not comprehensive enough to em- 
brace the vast extent of Lord Verulam’s genius and 
research. Dr. Warburton therefore observed, with 
justness, that IMallet in his Life of Bacon had 
hjTgotteii that he was a philosopher ; and if he should 
write the Life of the Duke of Marlborough, wLich he 
had undertaken to do, he would probably forget that 
lie was a General.” 

dVishing to be satisfied what degree of truth there 
was in a story which a friend of Johnson’s and mine 
had told me to his disadvantage, I mentioned it to him 
in direct terms ,* and it was to this effect : that a gentle- 
man who had lived in great intimacy with him, shewn 
him much kindness, and even relieved him from a 
spurigmg-house, having afterwards fallen into bad cir- 
cumstances, was one day, when Johnson was at dinner 
with him, seized for debt, and carried to prison : that 
Johnson sat still undisturbed, and went on eating and 
drinking ; upon which the gentleman’s sister, who was 
present, could not suppress her indignation : “ What 
sir, (said she,) are you so unfeeling as noLeven to offer 
to go to my brother in his distress^; you who have been 
SO much oDhged to him ? ” And that J ohnsoii answered, 
Madam I owe him no obligation ; what he did for me 
he would have done for a dog.” 

Johnson assured me that the story was absolutely 
false: out luce a man conscious of being in the right 
and desirous of completely vindicating himself from’ 
such a charge, he did not Arrogantly rest on a mere 
denial, and on his general character, but proceeded 
mm Sir, I was very intimate with that gentleman 
and was once relieved by him from an arrest; but I 
never was present when he was arrested, never knew 
that he^ was arrested, and I believe he never was in 
ailticulties after the time when he relieved me. I loved 
hwnmuch; yet, in - talking of his general, charaeter, I 
may have said, though I do not remember that I ever 
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did say so, tlat as his generosity proceeded from no 
principle, but was a part of his profusion, he would do 
for a dog what he would do for a friend : but I never 
applied this remark to any particular instance, and 
certainly not to his kindness to me. If a profuse man, 
-who does not value his money, and gives a large sum 
to a whore, gives half as much or an equally large 
sum to relieve a friend, it cannot be esteemed as virtue. 
This was all that I could say of that gentleman ; and, 
if said at all, it must have been said after his death. 
Sir, I would have gone to the world's end to relieve 
him. The remark about the dog, if made by me, was 
such a sally as might escape one when painting a man 
highly." 

On Tuesday, September 23, Johnson was remark-' 
ably cordial to me. It being necessary for me to 
return to Scotland soon, I had fixed on the next day 
for my setting out, and I felt a tender concern at the 
thought of parting with him. He had, at this time, 
frankly communicated to me many particulars which 
are inserted in this work in their proper places ; and 
once, when I happened to mention that the expence 
of my jaunt would come to much more than I had 
computed, he said, ‘"'Why, Sir, if the expence were to 
be an inconvenience^ you would have reason to regret 
it; but, if you have had the money to spend, I know 
not that you could have p)urchased as much pleasure 
with it in any other way.” 

During this interview at Ashbourne Johnson and 
I frequently talked with wonderful pleasure of mere 
trifies which had occurred in our tour to the Hebrides ; 
for it had left a most agreeable and lasting impression 
upon his mind. 

He found fault with me for using the phrase to pia^e 
money. Don’t you see (said he) the impropriety of it ? 
To money is to mn it : you should say money.” 
The phrase, however, is, I think, pretty current. But 
Johiisonwas at all times jealous of infractions upon the 
genuine English Language, and prompt to repress col- 
loquial barbarisms ; such as pledging myself^ iox under- 
taking; /my for department^ or branchy as, the civil Ime^ 
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the ////£’ He was f)articulaiiy indignant again.st 

the almost univer.sal use of the word i^fea in the sense 
oi nofli?;/, or opimm, when it is clear that idea can only 
Sig.nily something of which an^image can be formed in 
tJie iiiind. e may have an idea or image of a nioun- 
tajn, a tree, a building ; but we cannot surely have an 
idea or image of an iirgument or proposition. Yet we 
hear the sages of the law delivering their ideas upon 
the question under consideration/” and the first 
speakers in parliament entirely coinciding in the idea 
wniclUias been ably stated by an honourable member-” 
-~or ^‘- reprobating an idea unconstitutional, and fraught 
with the most dangerous consequences to a great and 
flee countr}, Johnson called this ‘^Diiodern cant.” 

' *r ^ bo pronounced the word heard, as 

li spelt with a double c, heerd, instead of sounding it 
IS most usually done.^ He said his reason 
was tiiat, If It were pronounced herd, there would be a 
single exception from the English pronunciation of the 
syilaljie .w/-, and he thought it better not to have that 
exception. 

He praised Grainger’s “Ode on Solitude” in Dods- 
ley s collection, and repeated, with great energy, the 

exoraiurn: 

“ Solitude, romantick maid, 

hether by nodding towers you tread * 

Or haunt the desart’s trackless gloom, ' 

Or hover o’er the yawning tomb ; 

Or climb the Andes’ clifted side/ 

Or by the Nile’s coy source abide ; 

Or, starting from your half-year’s sleep, 
hrom Hecla view the thawing deep; 

Or, at the purple dawn of day, ^ 

Tadnor’s marble waste survey ” 

observing, ^^This, Sir, is very noble.” 

In the evening our gentleman-farmer, and two others 
entertained themselves and the company with a great 
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number of tunes on the fiddle. Johnson desired to 
have '' Let ambition fire thy mind ” played over again, 
and appeared to give a patient attention to it ; though 
he owned to me that he was very insensible to the 
power of miisick. I told him that it affected me to 
such a degree as often to agitate my nerves painfully, 
producing in my mind alternate sensations of pathetic 
dejection, so that I was ready to shed tears; and of 
daring resolution, so that I ^Yas inclined to rush into 
the thickest part of the battle. Sir, (said he,) I should 
never hear it if it made me such a fool.” 

Much of the effect of musick, I am satisfied, is owing 
to the association of ideas. That air which instantly 
and irresistibly excites in the Swiss, when in a foreign 
land, the maladie du pais, has, I am told, no intrinsick 
power of sound. And I know from my own experience 
that Scotch reels, though brisk, make me melancholy, 
because I used to hear them in my early years, at a 
time when Mr. Pitt called for soldiers from the moun- 
tains of the north,” and numbers of brave Highlanders 
were going abroad, never to return. Whereas the airs 
in The Beggar’s Opera,” many of which are very soft, 
never fail to render me gay, because they are associated 
with the 'warm sensations and high spirits of London. — 
This evening, while some of the tunes of ordinary com- 
position were played with no great skill, my frame \vas 
agitated, and I was conscious of a generous attachment 
to Dr. Johnson, as my preceptor and friend, mixed with 
an affectionate regret that he was an old man, w'hom I 
should probably lose in a short time. I thought I could 
defend him at the point of my swmrd. My reverence 
and' affection for him were in full glow. I said to him, 
My dear Sir, we must meet every year, if you don’t 
quarrel with me.” Johnson. ‘‘ Nay, Sir, you are more 
likely to quarrel wnth me than I with you. My regard 
for you is greater almost than I have words to express ; 
but I do not chuse to be always repeating it; write it 
down in the first leaf of your pocket-book, and never 
doubt of it again.” 

I talked to him of misery being “ the doom of 
man,” in this life, as displayed in his “Vanity of 
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Human 'IVishes,’' Yet I observed that things were 
(lone upon the supposition of happiness ; grand houses- 
were biiiltj fine gardens were made, splendid places, of 
piiblick aniiisement were contrived, and crowded with, 
company.^ Johnson. ‘‘ Alas, Sir, these are all only, 
struggles tor happiness. When 1 first entered Rane- 
lagh .it gave an expansion and gay sensation to my 
mind such as I never experienced any where else* 
Lilt, as Xerxes wept when he viewed his immense* 
army, and considered that not one of that great multi- 
tude would be alive a hundred years afterwards, so it 
went to my heart to consider that there was not one in 
all that brilliant circle that was not afraid to go home 
and think ; but that the thoughts of each individual 
there would be distressing when alone.” This reflec- 
tion was experimentally just. The feeling of languor,^ 
which succeeds the animation of gaiety, is itself a very 
severe pain ; and w'hen the mind is then vacant, a 
thousand disappointments and vexations rush in and. 
exciiiciate. Will not many even of my fairest readers 
allow this to be true ? 

I suggested that being in love and flattered with 
hopes of success, or having some favourite scheme in 
\ie\v for the next day, might prevent that wretchedness 
of winch we had been talking. Johnson* ‘^Why, 
Sir, it niay sometimes be so as you suppose; but my 
conclusion is in general but too true.” 

l\ bile Johnson and I stood in calm conference by 
oui selves in Dr. Taylor’s garden, at a pretty late hour 
m a serene autumn night, looking up to the heavens, 

I directed the discourse to the subject of a future 
state. My friend w^as in a placid and most benignant 
frame -of mind. ^ ^HSir, (said he,) I do not imagine 
that all things will be made clear to us immediately 
after death, but that the ways of Providence will be 


^ Pope mentions, 

_ f'’n< 2 tch d on the rack of a too easy chair.’' 

quite apposite to mv subject in. “Virtue 
an Lthick Epistle,” a beautiful and instructive poem, b^an ai^^onv: 
mous water, miysS ; who, treating of pleasure h. exces^ say^ T 
“ Till languor, suffering on the rack of bliss. 

Confess that man was never made for this.’’' 
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explained to us very gradually.” I ventured to ask 
him whether, although the words of some texts of 
Scripture seemed strong in support of the dreadful 
doctrine of an eternity of punishment, xve might not 
hope that the denunciation was figurative, and would 
not literally be executed. Johnson. ‘‘ Sir, you are to 
consider the intention of punishment in a future state. 
We have no reason to be sure that we shall then be 
no longer liable to offend against God. We do not 
know that even the angels are quite in a state of 
security ; na}^ we know that some of them have fallen. 
It may therefore,: perhaps, be necessary, in order to 
preserve both men and angels in a state of rectitude, 
that they should have continually before them the 
punishment of those who have deviated from it; but 
we may hope that by some other means a fall from 
rectitude may be prevented. Some of the texts of 
Scripture upon this subject are, as you observe, indeed 
strong ; but they may admit of a mitigated interpreta- 
tion.” He talked to me upon this awful and delicate 
question in a gentle tone, and as if afraid to be 
decisive. 

After supper I accompanied him to his apartment, 
and at my request he dictated to me an argument in 
favour of the negro who \vas then claiming his liberty, 
in an action in the Court of Session in Scotland. He 
had always been very zealous against slavery in every 
form, in which I with all deference thought that he 
discovered “a zeal without knowledge.” Upon one 
occasion, when in company wdth some very grave men 
at Oxford, his toast was, “Here’s to the next insurrec- 
tion of the negroes in the West Indies,” His violent 
prejudice against our West Indian and American 
settlers appeared whenever there w^as an opportunity. 
Towards the conclusion of his “ Taxation no Tyranny,” 
he says, “ how is it that ive hear the loudest yelps for 
liberty among the drivers of negroes?” and in his 
conversatioii with Mr. Wilkes* he asked, “ Where did 
Beckford and Trecothick learn English That Tre- 
cothick could both speak and wuite good English is 
^ See page 62 of this volume. 
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M-cii known. I myself was favoured with his corre- 
spondence concerning the brave Corsicans. And that 
Reckford could .speak it with a spirit of honest re.solu- 
tion even to his Majesty, as liis “ faithful Lord-Mayor 
ol London,” is commemorated by the noble monu- 
ment erected to him in Guildhall.. 

The argument dictated by Dr. Johnson was as 

lollows : 

■‘It must be agreed that in most ages many coun- 
;,!!es have had part of their inhabitants in a state of 
•siavery; yet it may be doubted whether slavery can 
ever be supposed the natural condition of man. It 
!s impossible not to conceive that men in their oriainal 
state were equal; and very difficult to imagine how 
one would be subjected toanotlier but by violent com- 
pulsion. An individual may, indeed, forfeit his liberty 
by a crime ; but he cannot by that crime forfeit the 
libeity of his children. W’hat is true of a criminal 
seems true likewise of a captive. A man may accept 
hie from a conquering enemy on condition of per- 
petual servitude ; but it is very doubtful whether he 
can entail that servitude on his descendants ; for no 
man can stipulate without commission for another 
I he condition which he himself accepts his son or 
grandson perhaps would have rejected. If we should 
admit, what perhaps may with more reason be denied 
that there are certain relations between man and man 
winch may make slavery necessary and just, yet it can 
never be proved that he who is now suing for his 
freedom ever stood in any of those relations. He is 
cu aii..y subject by no law but that of violence to 
his present master; who pretends no claim to 'his 
obedience but that he bought him from a merchant of 

It irs^'Jid jrf right to sell him never was examined. 

It lb .said that according to the constitutions of Jamaica 
he jas legally enslaved ; these constitutions are merely 
apparently injurious to the rights of 
denm 'vhoever is exposed to sale is Con- 
or appeal, by whatever fraud 

or V olence he might have been originally brought 
into the merchant’s power. In our own time Princes 
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have been soldj by wretches to ^vhose care they were 
entrusted that they might have an European educa- 
tion ; but when once they were brought to a market 
in the plantations, little would avail either their digmity 
or their wrongs. The laws of Jamaica afford a Negro , | 

no redress. His colour is considered as a sufficient ■ ! 

testimony against him. It is to be lamented that 
moral right should ever give way to political con- 
venience. But if temptations of interest are some- 
times too strong for human virtue, let us at least retain 
a virtue where there is no temptation to quit it. In 
the present case there is apparent right on one side, 
and no convenience on the other. Inhabitants of 
this island can neither gain riches nor power by taking 
away the liberty of any part of the human species. 

The sum, of the argument is this : — No man is by 
nature the property of another : The defendant is, 
therefore, by nature free: The rights of nature must 
be some way forfeited before they can be justly taken 
away ; That the defendant has by any act forfeited the 
rights of nature we require to be proved ; and if no 
proof of such forfeiture can be given, we doubt not 
but the justice of the court will declare him free.’’ 

I record Dr. Johnson’s argument fairly upon this 
particular case ; wliere, perhaps, he w’as in the right 
But I beg leave to enter my most solemn protest 
against his general doctrine wdth respect to the Slave 
Trade. For I will resolutely say — that his unfavour- 
able notion of it was owing to prejudice, and imperfect 
or false information. The wild and dangerous attempt 
which has for some time been persisted in to obtain an 
act of our Legislature to abolish so very important 
and necessary a branch of commercial interest must 
have been crushed at once, had not the insignificance 
of the zealots who vainly took the lead in it made the 
vast body of Planters, Merchants, and others, whose 
immense properties are involved in that trade, reason- 
ably enough suppose that there could be no danger. 

The encouragement which the attempt has received 
excites my wonder and indignation ; and though some 
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men of siiperiour abilities have supported it, whether 
honi a io\ e of temporary popularity when prosperous 
or_a love of .general mischief when despera.tee mv 
opinion IS unshaken.. To abolish a sfafus, which in 
all ages God has sanctioned, and man has continued 
woiilfi not only be rMe;y to an innumerable class of 
our fellow-subjects ; but it would be extreme crueitv 
to the African Savages, a portion of whom it saves 
from massacre, or intolerable bondage in their own 
country, and introduces into a much happier state of 
life ; especially now when their passage to the West- 
Indies and their treatment there is "humanely regu- 
lated. To abolish that trade would be to 

«« of mercy on mankind.” 

t passed elsew’here concerning it 

the House of Lords is wise and independent: 

Intaminatis fulget honoribus 
Nec sumit aut ponit secures 
Arbitrio popiilaris aurm. 


I have read, conversed, and thought much upon the 
subject, and would recommend to all who are rapable 
of conviction an excellent Tract by my learned and in- 
gtnious friend John Ranby, Esq., entitled " Doubts on 

“ Dmb?s ”'T - n ‘ f ‘T f To Mr. Ranby’.s 
Doubts I "ill apply Lord Chancellor Hardwicke’s 
e.xpression in prai.se of a Scotch Law Book, called 

■siip ) art better than most people’s Cer/am&s.” 

When I said now to John.son that I was afraid 

caSomdi ^ 

animated TA you.” This was an 

.nmiatcd speech from a man m his sixty-ninth year 

ouSo attentive not to displease him as’ I 

ou^jht to have been, I know not but this vigil mio-ht 

?SroveA “Pon the 

taf Imerfrf Great-Britain to 

attempted to argue in favour of our 
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fellow-subjects on the other side of the Allan tick. I 
insisted that America might be very well governedj 
and made to yield sufficient revenue by the means of 
iii/Iueme, a.s exemplified in Ireland, while the people 
might be pleased with the imagination of their partici- 
pating of the British constitution, by having a body of 
representatives, without whose consent money could 
not be exacted from them. Johnson could not bear 
my thus opposing his avowed opinion, which he had 
exerted himself with an extreme degree of heat to 
enforce; and the violent agitation into which he was 
thrown while answering, or rather reprimanding me, 
alarmed me so, that I heartily repented of my Laving 
unthinkingly introduced the subject. I myself, how- 
ever, grew warm, and the change was great, from the 
calm state of philosophical discussion in which we had 
a little before been pleasingly employed. 

I talked of the corruption of the British Parliament, 
in which I alledged that any question, however un- 
reasonable or unjust, might be carried by a venal 
majority;^ and I spoke with high admiration of the 
Roman Senate, as if composed of men sincerely 
desirous to resolve what they should think best for 
their country. My friend would allow no such 
character to the Roman Senate ; and he maintained 
that the British Parliament was not corrupt, and that 
there was no occasion to corrupt its members ; as- 
serting that there was hardly ever any question of 
great importance before Parliament, any question in 
which^ a man might not very well vote either upon 
one side or the other. He said there had been none 
in his time except that respecting America. 

We were fatigued by the contest, which was pro- 
duced by my want of caution ; and he was not then 
in the humour to slide into easy and cheerful talk. 

It therefore so happened that we were after an hour 
or two very willing to separate and go to bed. 

On Wednesday, September 24, I went into Dr. 
Johnson’s room before he got up, and finding that 
the storm of the preceding night was quite laid, I sat 
down upon his bed-side, and he talked with as much 
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readiness and good, humour as ever. He recom- 
mended to me to plant a considerable part of a lanm 
moorish farm which I had purchased, and he made 
several calculations of the expence and profit ; for he 
iievighted in exercising his mind on the science of 
iiimibers. He pressed upon me the importance of 
plaiitiiig at the first in a very sufficient manner, quot- 
ing the saying In hello non licet bis errarel' and 
adding, this is equally true in planting.’^ 

I spoke with gratitude of Dr. Taylor's hospitality • 
and, as evidence that it was not on account of his 
good^ table alone that Johnson visited him often I 
mentioned a little anecdote which had escaped mv 
triend s recohection, and at hearing which repeated 
he smiled. One evening, when I was sitting with him 
hrank delivered this message : »Sir, Dr. Taylor sends 
his compliments to you, and begs you will dine with 
niui to-morrow. He has got a hare.”~“ My com- 

plimemts (said Johnson) and Til dine with him— hare 
or rabbit. 

After breakfast I departed, and pursued my journey 
noithwards. I took my post-chaise from the Green 
Ashbourne, the mistress of 
v rich, a mighty civil^ gentlewoman, courtseying very 
juw, presented me with an engraving of the sign of 
her house; to which she had Lbjoined. in her own 

shde ’thit’f m"*" '■? singular 'simplicity of 

stjle that I have preserved it pasted upon one of the 

1“ elt itCir' 

Here insert it tor the amusement of my readers : 

Pn= I- upon Mr 

i/, - 1 '/ io him for thi favour ; 

'ittZ tT% "'I '^ontiLance tf 

tiu same, llould Mr. Boswell name the house to hfs 

extensive acquaintance, it would he a singular favour 
confer d on one who has if not in her power to make 
iinlim? most grateful thanks, and 

, morni 
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From this meeting at Ashbourne I derived a con- 
siderable accession to my Johnsonian store. I com- 
municated my original Journal to Sir William Forbes, 
in wlioin I have always placed deserved confidence ; 
and what he wrote to me concerning it is so much to 
my credit as the biographer of Johnson that my 
readers will, I hope, grant me their indulgence for 
here inserting it : It is not once or twice going over 
it (says Sir William,) that will satisfy me ; for I find 
in it a high degree of instruction as well as entertain- 
ment; and I derive more benefit from Dr. Johnson’s 
admirable discussions than I should be able to draw 
from his personal conversation ; for I suppose there 
is not a man in the world to whom he discloses his 
sentiments so freely as to yourself.” 

I cannot omit a curious circumstance which occurred 
at Edensor-inn, close by Chatsworth, to survey the 
magnificence of which I had gone a considerable way 
out ol my road to Scotland. The inn was then kept 
by a very jolly landlord, whose name, I think, was 
Malton. Fie happened to mention that “ the 
celebrated Dr. Johnson had been in his house.” I 
enquired who this Dr. Johnson was, that I might hear 
my host’s notion of him. “ Sir, (said he,) Johnson, 
the great writer ; Oddity^ as they call him. He’s the 
greatest writer in England ; he writes for the ministry ; 
he has a correspondence abroad, and lets them know 
what’s going on.” 

My friend, who had a thorough dependance upon 
the authenticity of my relation without any embellish- 
ment^ falsehood or fiction is too gently called, laughed 
a good deal at this representation of himself. 

Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

“ Edinburgh, Sept. 29, 1777. 

“ MY dear sir, 

By the first post I inform you of my safe 
arrival at my own house, and that I had the comfort 
of finding my wife and children all in good health. 

‘‘ When I look back upon our late interview, it 


1 82 


LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON 


1777 


appears to me to have answered expectation better 
tnan almost any scheme of happiness that I ever put 
in execution. My Journal is stored with wisdom and 
rt it and my memory is filled with the recollection of 
aively and aftectionate feelings, which now, I think 
yield me more _satisfaction than at the time when thev 
were first excited. I have experienced this upon 

0 ler occasions. I shall be obliged to you if you will 
explain It to me; for it seems wonderful that pleasure 
should be more vivid at a distance than when near 

1 wish you may find yourself in a humour to do me 
this favour, but I flatter myself with no strong hope 
of It, for I have observed that, unless upon very 
serious occasions, your letters to me are not answers 
to those which I write.” 

■r, expressed much uneasiness that I had 

^fad gentleman who 

nad told me the story so much to his disadvantage 
.he tiuth of winch he had completely refuted; for 
“'Sht be interpreted as a 
offend one whose societv I 
midw requesting that no notice 

i nnl V? till I should be in 

» “k it ov« rth 


To James Boswell, Esq. 

■“ dear SIR, 

no lettP^rTor'** wonder, or you have wondered, why 

mturn ha? n JOu wrote at your 

cturn had in it such a strain of cowardly caution as 

ta-e i’J S? ” I'?“ '"■>> « I 

t • ’ i^ave set all right 

M s I to >^u.’ 

at ease. "ow be 

+u at ease I certainly wish you, for the kindness 

S wS°S t^ jouSeyt'S 

mu it was puy to keep you so long in pain, but, 
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upon reviewing the matter, I do not see what I could 
have done better than I did. 

I hope you found at your return my dear enemy 
and all her little people quite well, and had no reason 
to repent of your journey. I think on it with great 
gratitude. 

was not well when you left me at the Doctor’s, 
and I grew worse; yet I stayed on, and at Lichfield 
was very ill. Travelling, however, did not make me 
worse ; and when I came to London, I complied 
with a summons to go to Brighthelmstone, where I 
saw Beauclerk, and stayed three days. 

“Our Club has recommenced last Frida}^ but I 
was not there. Langton has another wench. ^ Mrs. 
Thrale is in hopes of a young brewer. They got by 
their trade last year a very large sum, and their ex- 
pences are proportionate. 

“ Mrs. Williams’s health is very bad. And I have 
had for some time a very difficult and laborious respira- 
tion ; but I am better by purges, abstinence, and other 
methods. I am yet, however, much behind-hand in 
my health and rest. 

“Dr, Blair’s sermons are now universally com- 
mended ; but let him think that I had the honour of 
first finding and first praising his excellencies. I did 
not stay to add my voice to that of the publick. 

“ My dear Friend, let me thank you once more for 
your visit ; you did me great honour, and I hope met 
with nothing that displeased you. I stayed long at Ash- 
bourne, not much pleased, yet avvkwmd at departing. 

I then went to Lichfield, ^Yhere I found my friend at 
;Stow-hill3 ver}^ dangerously diseased.- Such is life. 
Let us try to pass it well, whatever it be, for there is 
surely something beyond it. 

“ (Yell, now, I hope ail is well ; WTite as soon as you 

'can to, dear Sir, ' 

“ Y'our affectionate servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.'' 

London, Nov, 25, 1777." 

1 A daughter born to him, 

^ Mrs. Aston, - 
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To 'Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“MY DEAR SIR, “Edinburgh, Nov. 29, 1777. 

“ This day’s post has at length relieved me from 
niiidi uneasiness, by bringing me a letter from you. I 
was, iiideed, doubly uneasy ; — on my own account and 
yours. I was very anxious to be secured against any 
bad consequences from my imprudence in mentioning 
the gentleman’s name who had told me a story to your 
disad vantage ; and as I could hardly suppose it possible 
that you would delay so long to make me easy unless 
you were ill, I was not a little apprehensive about you. 
You must not be offended when I venture to tell you 
that you appear to me to have been too rigid upon 
this occasion. The ^ cotuardly cautkm hick gave you 
no pleasure ’ was suggested to me by a friend here, to 
wiiom I mentioned the strange story, and the detec- 
tion of its falsity, as an instance how one may be 
deceived by what is apparently very good authority. 
But, as I am still persuaded that, as I might have 
obtained the truth without mentioning the gentle- 
man’s name, it was wrong in me to do it, I cannot see 
that you are just in blaming my caution. But if you 
were ever so just in your disapprobation, might you not 
have dealt more tenderly with me ? 

‘‘ I went to Auchinleck about the middle of 
October, and passed some time with my father very 
comfortably. 

** I am engaged in a criminal prosecution against a 
country schoolmaster, for indecent behaviour to his 
female scholars. There is no statute against such 
abominable conduct, but it is punishable at common 
law. I shall be obliged to you for your assistance in 
this extraordinary trial. I ever am, my dear Sir, 

Y'our faithful humble servant, 

‘■'James BoswellY 

About this time I wrote to Johnson, giving him an 
account of the decision of the Negro cause by the 
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Court of Session j which by those who hold even the 
mildest and best regulated slavery in abomination, (of 
which number I do not hesitate to declare that I am 
none,) should be remembered with high respect, and 
to the credit of Scotland ; for it went upon a much 
broader ground than the case of Somerset^ which was 
decided in England ; ^ being truly the general question, 
'whether a perpetual obligation of service to one master 
in any mode should be sanctified by the law of a free 
country, A negro, then called Joseph Knighp a native 
of Africa, having been brought to Jamaica in the usual 
course of the slave trade, and purchased by a Scotch 
gentleman in that island, had attended his master to 
Scotland, where it was officiously suggested to him 
that he would be found entitled to his liberty without 
any limitation. He accordingly brought his action, in 
the course of which the advocates on both sides did 
themselves great honour. Mr. Maclaurin has had the 
praise of Johnson for his argument - in favour of the 
negro, and Mr. Macconochie distinguished himself on 
the same side, by his ingenuity and extraordinary 
research. Mr. Cullen, on the part of the master, dis- 
covered good information and sound reasoning ; in 
which he was well supported by Mr. James Ferguson, 
remarkable for a manly understanding, and a know- 
ledge both of books and of the world. But I cannot 
too highly praise the speech which Mr. Henry Dundas 
generously contributed to the cause of the sooty 
stranger. Mr. Diindas’s Scottish accent, which has 
been so often in vain obtruded as an objection to his 
powerful abilities in parliament, "was no disadvantage to 
him in his own country. And I do declare that upon 
this memorable question he impressed me, and I believe 
all his audience, with such feelings as were produced 

^ See State Trials, Vol. XI. p. 339, and Mr. Hargrave's argument. 

The motto to it was happily chosen : . 

“ Q'luimvis ilk ?iiger, quamms tii candidns esses." 

I cannot avoid mentioning a circumstance, no less strange than true, 
that a brother Advocate in considerable practice, but of whom it 
certainly cannot be said, Jngeymas diduiijideliierartes, asked Mr. 
Maclaurin, w'ith a face of dippant assurance, “Are these words 
vour own ? ” 
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by some of the most eminent orations of antiquity. 
I Ins testimony I liberally give to the excellence of an 
old friend, with whom it has been my lot to difler very 
widely upon many political topicks ; yet I persuade 
myself without malice. A great majority of the Lords 
ot Session decided for the negro. But four of their 
number, the Lord President, Lord Elliock, Lord 
alonboddo, and Lord Covington, resolutely main- 
tained the lawfulness of a stains which has been 
acknowledged in all ages and countries, and tha^ 
when freedom flourished, as in old Greece and 
E-onie. . 


“To James Boswell, Esq, 

“dear sir, 

, “ This is the time of the year in which all express 

their good wishes to their friends, and I send mine to 
you and your family. May your lives be long, happy, 
and gooG. I have been much out of order, but I 
nope, do not grow worse. ^ 

The crime of the^ schoolmaster whom yon are 
engaged to prosecute is very great, and maybe sus- 
peered to be too common. In our law it would be 
a breach ot the peace and a misdemeanour: that 
IS, a kind of indefinite crime, not capital, but punish- 
able at the discretion of the Court. You cannot want 
matter : all that needs to be said will easily occur 
Mr. Shaw, the authour of the Gaelick Grammar., 
desires me to make a request for him to Lord Edin- 
tonne, that he may be appointed Chaplain to one of 
the new-raised regiments. 

they were; little has hap- 
pened to them of either good or bad. Mrs. Thrale 
ran a great black hair-dressing pin into her eye ; but 
by great evacuation she kept it from inflaming, and it 
IS almost well. Miss Reynolds has been out of order 

of heal* ^ poor state 

If I should write on, I should, perhaps, write only 
complaints, and therefore I will content myself with 
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telling you that I love to think on you, and to hear 
from you ; and that I am, dear Sir, 

“ Yours faithfully, 

“Sam. JoHNSONf"" 

“ December 27, 1777.’* 


“ To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“ Edinburgh, Jan. 8, 177SI 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ Your congratulations upon a new year are 
mixed with complaint: mine must be so too. My 
wife has for some time been very ill, having been 
confined to the house these three months by a severe 
cold, attended with alarming symptoms. 

[Here I gave a particular account of the distress 
which the person, upon every account most dear to 
me, suffered ; and of the dismal state of apprehension 
in which I now was : adding that I never stood more- 
in need of his consoling philosophy.] 

“ Did you ever look at a book 'written by Wilson,, 
a Scotchman, under the Latin name of Volusenus,, 
according to the custom of literary men at a certain 
period? It is entitled ^ De Ani mi Trctm/m I 

earnestly desire tranquillity. jBcma res (pries ; but I 
fear I shall never attain it : for, when unocciipiedv, 
I grow gloomy, and occupation agitates me to fever- 
ishness. 

I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most affectionate humble servant, 

“ James Bosw’ELLf *' 

“'To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, , 

“To a letter so interesting as your last it is 
proper to return some answer, however little I may 
be disposed to write. 

“Your alarm at your lady's illness w^as reasonable, 
and not disproportionate to the appearance of the 
disorder. I hope your physical friend’s conjecture 
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is now verified, and all fear of a consumption at an 
end : a httle care and exercise will then restore her 
London is a good air for ladies ; and if you bring hei' 
mtaei, I will do for her what she did for me— I will 
ietiie from my apartments for her accommodation, 
ijehaye kindly to her, and keep her cheerful. 

^ always seem to call for tenderness. Know 
'lien, tnat in the first month of the present year I very 
nigh y esteem and very cordially love you. I hope 
-o tell you this at the beginning of every year as lono- 
as we live; and why should we trouble ourselves to 
tell or hear it oftener ? 

. “ Tell Veronica, Euphemia, and Alexander, that I 
Aish them, as well a.s their parents, many happy years 
negro’s cause much to mv 
™ and dear Lord Hailes were 

me^-^ Hailes’s name reproaches 

ijiit if he saw my languid neglect of my own 

than resent my neglect of 
am" deai^S?r vivam et amids. I 

Yours affisctionately, 

24, 177S. ■ ''Sam. JoHNsoxy.’’ 

My service to my fellow-traveller, Joseph.” 

widTMrWHH ^ intimate friendship 

.uth Air. -W elch, who succeeded tlte celebrated Henrv 

tf u ? '^®sniar office for the police 

! y gieat district ; and discharged his important 
rust, for many years, faithfully and ably' Sson 
who had an eager and unceasing curioshy to know- 

Sfn-s "“'“ii 5 
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leave of absence to go to Italy, and a promise that the 
|}ensioii or salary of two hundred pounds a year, which 
Goveriiment allowed him, should not be discontinued. 
Mr. W'elch accordingly went abroad, accompanied by 
his daughter Anne, a young lady of uncommon talents 
and literature. 

“To Saunders Welch, Esq., at the English 
Coffee-House, Rome. 

“dear sir, 

“To have suffered one of my best and dearest 
friends to pass almost two years in foreign countries 
without a letter has a very shameful appearance of 
inattention. But the truth is that there was no par- 
ticular time in which I had any thing particular to say ; 
and general expressions of good will, I hope, our long 
friendship is grown too solid to want. 

“ Of pub lick affairs you have information from the 
news-papers wherever you go, for the English keep 
no secret ; and of other things Mrs. Nollekens informs 
you. My intelligence could therefore be of no use ; 
and Miss Nancy’s letters made it luinecessaiy to 
write to you for information : I \vas likewise for some 
time out of humour to find that motion, and nearer 
approaches to the sun, did not restore your health so 
fast as I expected. Of your health the accounts have 
lately been more pleasing ; and I have the gratifica- 
tion of imagining to myself a length of years which I 
hope you have gained, and of which the enjoyment 
will be improved by a vast accession of images and 
observations which your journeys and various residence 
have enabled you to make and accumulate. You 
have travelled with this felicity, almost peculiar to 
yourself, that your companion is not to part from you 
at your journey’s end ; but you are to live on together, 
to help each other’s recollection, and to supply each 
other’s omissions. The world has few greater pleasures 
than that which two friends enjoy in tracing back, at 
some distant time, those transactions and events 
through which they have passed together. One of 
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tile old man’s miseries is that he cannot easily find a 
companion able to partake with him of the past 
Vou and your fellow-traveller have this comfort in 
store, that your conversation will be not easily ex- 
iiausted ; one will always be glad to say what the 
other ^wdl always be willing to hear. 

' I hat you may enjoy this pleasure long, your 
nealth must have your constant attention. I "suppose 
you propose to return this year. There is no need 
01 Haste ; do not come hither before the height of 
summer, that you may fall gradually into the incon- 
veniences of your native clime. Julv seems to be the 
jiroper month. August and September will prepare 
you lor the winter. After having travelled so far to 
iind healtii, you must take care not to lose it at home • 

IS r- ^ little care will effectually preserve it ^ 
Miss Nancy has doubtless kept a constant 'and 
copious journal. She must not expect to be welcome 
wlien sne returns without a great mass of information 
l .et her review ner journal often, and set down w'hat 
she finds herselt to have omitted, that she may trust 
to memorps little a.s possible, for memory is soon 
confused by a quick succession of things : and she 
lull glow every day less confident of the truth of her 
own narmtives, unless she can rectir to some written 

instead ^f full satisfied herself with bints, 
mstead of full representations, let her supply the 

deficiencies now while her memory is yet fresh and 
while her fathers memory may help If she 
oh.en-es this direction, she will not have travelled in 
’.am , for she will bring home a book with w'hich she 
nay entertain herself to the end of life. If it were 

thoughts do\vn as she can recollect them • for faint 

r imarrW unreasonably when 

nJiu T * ^ ‘o ^now somethino- of 

oP heiakh^” benevolence with no account 

oi health. I he band of time, or of disease, is very 
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heavy upon roe. I pass restless and uneasy nights, 
harassed with convulsions of my breast, and fiatiilen- 
cies at my stomach ; and restless nights make heavy 
days. But nothing will be mended by complaints, 
and therefore I will make an end. When we meet 
we will try to forget our cares and our maladies, and 
contribute, as we can, to the cheerfulness of each 


other. If I had gone with you, I believe I should 
have been better * but I do not know that it was in 
aiy power. I am, dear Sir, 

‘‘ Your most humble servant, 


“■'* Feb. 3, 1778 ." 


‘‘ Sam. Johnson."' 


This letter, while it gives admirable advice how to 
travel to the best advantage, and will therefore be of 
very general use, is another eminent proof of John- 
son’s warm and affectionate heart. ^ 


“To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“Edinburgh, Feb. 26, 1778. 

“my dear sir, . 

“ Why I have delayed for near a month to 
thank you for your last affectionate letter I cannot 
say; for my mind has been in better health these 
three weeks than for some 3'ears past. I believe I 
have evaded till I could send you a copy of Lord 
Haiies’s opinion on the negro’s cause, which he wishes 
you to read, and correct any errours that there may 
be ill the language ; for, (says he,) ' we live in a 
critical, though not a learned age ; and I seek to 
screen myself under the shield of Ajax," T communi- 
cated to him your apology for keeping the sheets of 
his ‘Annals’ so long. He says, ‘I am sorry to see 
that Dr. Johnson is in a state of languor. Why should 

1 The friendsbip between Mr. Welch and him was unbroken, 
Mr, AVelch died not many months before him, and bequeathed him 
five guineas for a ring, which Johnson received with tenderness, as 
a kind memorial His regard w'as constant for his friend Mr. 
M’elch’s daughters ; of whom, Jane is married to Mr, Nollekens, 
the statuary, whose merit is too well known to require any praise 
from me, 
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a sober Christian, neither an enthu.siast nor a fanatick 
DC ^-ery merry or very sad .? ’ I en vy hi.s Lordship’s’ 
comtortaoie constitution : but well do I know that 
ianguor and dejection will afliict the best, however 
excel ,ent their principles. I am in possession of 
Lord Hailes s opinion in his own hand- writing, and 
nave had it for some time. My excuse then for pro- 
crastination must be that I wanted to have it copied ■ 
and I have now put that off so long that it will be 
oetter to bring it with me than send it, as I shall 
proDably get you to look at it sooner, when I solid 
you 111 person. 

^ “My wife, tt-ho is, I thank God, a good deal 
oettei, IS much obliged to you for your very polite 
and courteous offer of your apartment: but if she 
goes to London, it will be best for her to have lodo-- 
mgs in the more airy vicinity of Hyde-Park. I, how- 
ever, doubt much if I shall be able to prevail with her 
me to the metropolis; for she is so 
ditferent from you and me that she dislikes travellincr ■ 
and she is so anxious about her children that she 

Sh unhappy if at a distance from them. 

. . c theiefoie wishes rather to go' to some country 
place in .Scotland, where she can have them with her.^ 

I purpose being in London about the 20th of 
next moiub, as I think it creditable to appear in the 

and him!'^ competition between Duke Hamilton 

‘‘I am sorry poor Mrs. Williams is' so ill : though 
IW temper is unpleasant, she has always been polfte 

St yo '»'* »«i psce 

“I ever am, my dear Sir, 

Our affectionate humble servant, 

vrv- , T > . , . “James Boswell.” 

thaKJbJvet ii's^ci to brSkf•^l? on^'tlw obsen’ed 

after-ti-itring out theTrumb for Simses 
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To THE Same. 

‘‘Edinburgh, Feb. 28, 1778. 

“ 2^1 V DEAR SIR, 

‘‘ You are at present busy amongst the English 
poets, preparing, for the public instruction and enter- 
tainment, Prefaces, biographical and critical. It will 
not, therefore, be out of season to appeal to you for 
the decision of a controversy which has arisen between 
a lady and me concerning a passage in Parnell. That 
poet tells us that his Plermit quitted his cell 

£ to know the world by sight, 

To find if Zw/cw or S 7 zmms report it right ; 

(For yet by swains alone the world he knew, 

Whose feet came wandering o’er the nightly dew.) ’ 

I maintain that there is an inconsistency here; for 
as the Hermit’s notions of the w-orld were formed 
from the reports both of bo(?ks and s 7 vains^ he could 
not justly be said to know by swains alone. Be 
pleased to judge between us, and let us have your 
reasons.^ 

“What do you say to ^ Taxatmi no Tyranny^ 
now, after Lord North’s declaration, or confession, 
or w'hatever else his conciliatory speech should be 
called? I never differed from you in politicks but 
upon two points, — the Middlesex Election and the 
Taxation of the Americans by the British Houses 
of Represefitatives. There is a charm in the word 
RarHamenl so I avoid it. As I am a steady and a 
"warm Tory, I regret that the King does not see it to 
be better for him to receKe constitutional supplies 
from his American subjects by tHe voice of their owm 
assemblies, where his Royal Person is represented, 
than tlirongh the medium of his British subjects. I 

treated Level with contempt ; it is clear indeed from various cir- 
cmiistances that he had great kindness for him. I have often seen 
Johnson at. breakfast, accompanied, or rather attended, by Levet, 
who had always the management of the teadcettle.— -M.] 

^ [See this subject discussed in a subsequent page, under May 3, 
1779.— M.]. 

VOL. ir. 
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a n _ persuaded that the power of the Crown, which 
I wisn to increase, would be greater when in contac 
nth Its domm.ons than if ‘the rays of reS 
Dounty ; were to ‘shine ’ upon America Lou-rh tha 
cense and troubled body, a modern British Parliament 
But enougn of tins subject; for your angry voice at 
Asnoourne upon rt still sounds aweful ‘ixr my mind? 

^ ara, my dear Sir, 

• lour most affectionate humble servant, 

‘'James Boswell/' 

To THE Same. 

“my dear sir, “Edinburgh, March 12 , 1778. 

hni of your late illness distressed me 

but a few hours ; for on the evening of the day that it 
reached me I found it contradicted in ‘The London 
Chrome, e, which I could depend upon as authentick 
com^mmg you, Mr. Strahan being the printer of it 
I did not see the paper in which ‘ the approachint 

Wmf ‘°TT °r ^ luminary’ was announced. Sir 
ham Foibes told me of it ; and he savs he saw me 

not give me the report, in such 
/le'ter fro?? V f aftenvards 'sent me 

nu.h I am, however, not quite easy, as I have not 
heard from you; and now I shall not have tint 
comfort before I see you, for I set out for London 
to-morrow before the post comes in! I hope to be 
with you on Wednesday morninij and I ever am 
■'vidi the highest veneration, ' ‘ ’ 

“ My dear Sir, your most obliged, 

Faithful, and affectionate humble servant, 

“JAxMES BostTOLL.” 

18, I arrived in London 
and was mformed by good Mr. Francis that his 

GarainiUv*”; " describing 

■' Through him the rays of regal bounty shine. '■ 
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master was better^ and was gone to Mr. -Thrale’s at 
Streathani, to which place I wrote to him, begging 
to know '^vhen he wcaild be in town. He was not 
■expected for some time ; but next day, having called 
on 'Dr. Taylor, in Dean’s-yard, Westminster, I found 
liim there, and was told he had come to town for a 
few hours. He met me with his usual kindness, but 
instantly returned to the writing of something on 
which he was employed when I came in, and on which 
i.e seemed much intent. Finding him thus engayecl, 
I made my visit very short, and had no more of his 
conversation, except his expressing a serious regret 
that a friend of curs was living at too much expence, 
considering how poor an appearance he made : 

(said he) a man has splendour from bis expence, if 
lie spends bis money in pride or in pleasure, he has 
\ alue : but if he lets ethers spend it for him, which 
is most commonly the case, he has no advantage 
from it.” 

On Friday, jMarch 20, I found him at his own 
Imuse, sitting with hirs. Williams, and was informed 
tliat the room formerly allotted to me was no\v ap- 
propriated to a charitable purpose; ‘Mrs. Desmoulins,^ 
and I think her daughter, and a bliss Carmichael, 
being all lodged in it. Such was his humanity, and 
such his generosit}^ that Mrs. Desmoulins herself told 
me he allo'wed her lialf-a-guinea a week. Let it be 
remembered that this w^as above a tw'elfth part of his 
pension. 

Flis liberality, indeed, was at all periods of his life 
very remarkable. Mr. Flo-ward, of Lichfield, at ^Yhose 
father’s house Johnson bad in his early years been 
kindly received, told me that, wLen he was a boy at 
the Charter-house, his father WTOte to him to go and 
pay a visit to Mr. Samuel Johnson, wLich he accord- 
ingly did, and found him in an upper room, of poor 
appearance. Johnson received him with much cour- 
teoiisness, and talked a great deal to him, as to a 
school-boy, of the course of his education, and other 

^ Daughter of Dr. Swinfen, Johnson’s godfatlier, and widow of 
Mr. DesmouIiiiS; a writing-master. 
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particular When he aftenvards came to know and 

reSleSed ‘hP of this great man, he 

Kcoiiccted hib condescension with wonder. He 

added that when he was going away Mr. Johnson 

How-Jr-?^^ halt-a-guinea ; and this, said Mr 

aSlS.'r ’ probably had no^ 

JW retired from Mrs. Williams to another room 
lorn iJavies soon after joined us. He had now un’ 
indS circumstances, and was much 

h m kindness for obtaining for 

mm man> alleviations of his distress. After he went 
away Johnson blamed his folly in quittin.. the s 

Jtick upS Sii '■"' ■' °'™S “ Cl..»chill', 

“ He mouths a sentence, as curs mouth a bone.” 

. be who 1.S to be driven from the stage by a line^ 

‘^'r" ofd r’*' T his^shop ” ' 

of thf° TTp ” fr^ as Counsel at the bar 

of tne House of Commons to oppose a road-bill in th.. 
county of Stirling, and asked him ivhat nSe hi woifd 

a "Ood deal nf^^’ Provide yourself with 

oOOd deal of extraneous matter, which you are tn 
produce occasionally, so as to.f^jf up tlL timf fo? 

you must consider that thev do mtUstL much if ^ 

sjS-”'‘5SSir-S 

rt-aum, 7V/IIC/1 was always a lad \\n r 

mentioned this observation next d^y f Mr AWhl ^ 
he pleasantly said, ‘hjfoat 1 does Rilkes, 
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in ivir. Wilkes’s- advice as to the best 

mode of speaking at the bar of the House of Com- 
mons was not more respectful tov/ards the senate 
than that of Dr. Johnson. Be as impudent as you 
can, as merry as you can, and say whatever conies 
uppermost. Jack Lee is the best heard there of any 
Counsel ; and he is the most impudent dog, and 
always abusing us.” 

In my interview with Dr. Johnson this evening I 
was cjuite easy, quite as his companion ; upon ivhich I 
find in my Journal the following reflection : So ready 
is my mind to suggest matter for dissatisfaction, that L 
felt a sort of regret that I was so easy. I missed that 
aweful reverence with which I used to contemplate 
Mr. Samuel Johnson, in the complex magnitude of 
his literary, moral, and religious character. I have a 
wonderful superstitious love of jnystery; when, perhaps, 
the truth is that it is owing to the cloudy darkness of 
my own mind. I should be glad that I am more 
advanced in my progress of being, so that I can vieiv 
Dr. Johnson with a steadier and clearer eye. My dis- | 

satisfaction to-night was foolish. Would it not be | 

foolish to regret that we shall have less mystery in a | 

future state ? That ^ we now see in a glass darkly,’ | 

but shall ^ then see face to face ? ’ ” — This reflection, 
which I tliiis freely communicate, will be valued by J 

the thinking part of my readers, who may have them- 
selves experienced a similar state of mind. 

He returned next day to Streatham, to Mr. Thrale’s; 'f 

w'here, as Mr. Strahan once complained to me, ^‘he ij' 

was in a great measure absorbed from the society of f,ji. 

his old friends.” I was kept in London by business, | 

and wrote to him on the 27 th that a separation from 
him for a week, when we were so near, was equal to a 
separation for a year, when we were at four hundred 
miles distance.” I went to Streatham on Monday, 

March 30. Before he appeared Mrs. Thrale made 
a very characteristical remark : — I do not know for 
certain what will please Dr. Johnson : but I know for f 

certain that it will displease him to praise any thing, 
even what he likes, extravagantly.” 
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'5““'“'°"^ declamations 
I'ondon account of luxury, — increase of 

Ss ’~ Rr^ of provisions, -and other such 

S - houses (said he) will be built till reivs 

^ /" plentiful now than ever it was'’ 

mc^bv ‘■1 ridiculous story told 

in the siage-coach to-day. Mrs. Thrale h?vi.w .tT 
occasion to allude to it, in talking to’ me, called it 

Madam, (said I,) give me leave to catch vou in tte 
^act . It was not an old ze^m/a//, but an old ///a// whom 
I mentioned as having told me this.” I'prSed to 

iii^tlris HvTT'I ‘^ i’ of Johnson, of shel 

to°deviate fronf ready she was, unintentionallv, 

honi- observed) must be a good 

xc IS saij to have been printed, in one laneuacre or 

'Z'* '■'“'r' Cowley, fo. 

,s ;t';, “,5 s;;zr,„iA7 

alone “lirSnik^to ^bT^’ 

«7dzzzt;s 

coftee there came in 

Irish peerage, bur’it'"u£red bnSuirtheVnefo^^ 

vis, . po£tXm \d urn ‘f 

Innl. Carist. Lib. i. Cap. xW.^. BowELuf ? De 
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side in the troubles of the last century..^ He was a 
man of pleasing conversation, and was accompanied 
by a young gentleman, his son. 

I nientioned that I had in my possession the Life 
of Sir Robert Sibbald, the celebrated Scottish antb 
quary, and founder of the Royal College of Physi- 
cians at Edinburgh, in the original manuscript in his 
own hand writing; and that it was, I believed, the 
most natural and candid account of himself that ever 
was given by any man. As an instance, he tells that 
the Duke of Perth, then Chancellor of Scotland, 
pressed him very much to come over to the Roman 
Catholick faith : that he resisted all his Grace’s argu- 
ments for a considerable time, till one day he felt 
himself, as it were, instantaneously convinced, and 
with tears in his eyes ran into the Duke’s arms, and 
embraced the ancient religion ; that he continued 
very steady in it for some time, and accompanied his 
Grace to London one winter, and lived in his house- 
hold; that there he found the rigid fasting prescribed 
by the church very severe upon him ; that this dis- 
posed him to reconsider the controversy, and having 
then seen tiiat he was in the wrong, he returned to 
Protestantism. I talked of some time or other pub- 
lishing this curious life. Mrs. Thrale. ‘‘ I think you 
had as well let alone that publication. To discover 
such w-eakness exposes a man when he is gone.’^ 
Johnson. ^^Nay, it is an honest picture of human 
nature. How often are the primary motives of our 
greatest actions as small as Sibbald’s for bis re-con- 
version.” Mrs. Thrale. “ Eire may they not as well 
be forgotten ? ” Johnson. No, Madam, a man loves 
to review his own mind. That is the use of a diary, 
or journal.” Lord Trimlestown. True, Sir. As 
the ladies love to see themselves in a glass, so a man 
likes to see himself in his journal.” Boswell, ‘‘ A 
very pretty allusion.” Johnson. “ Yes, indeed.” 

^ [Since this was written the attainder has been reversed ; and 
Nicholas Barnewail is now a peer of Ireland with this title. The 
person mentioned in the text had studied physick, and prescribed 
gratis to the poor. Hence arose the subsequent conversation.— M.J 
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Boswell. '*And as- a, lady adjusts ,h.e.r dress before a 
mirrour, a man adjusts his character by looking at his 
journal’’ I next year found the very same thought in 
Atterbury’s “ Funeral Sermon on Lady Cutts ; ” where, 
having mentioned her Diary, he says, “In this glass 
she every day dressed her mind.” This is a proof of 
coincidence, and not of plagiarism ; for I had never 
read that sermon before. 

Next morning, while we were at breakfast, Johnson 
gave a very earnest recommendation of what he him- 
self practised with the utmost conscientiousness : I 
mean a strict attention to truth, even in the most 
minute particulars. ^L\ccustom your children (said 
he) constantly to this ; if a thing happened at one 
window, and they, when relating it, say that it hap- 
pened at another, do not let it pass, but instantly 
check them; you do not know where deviation from 
truth will end.” Boswell. It may come to the 
door : and when once an account is at all varied in 
one circumstance it may by degrees be varied so as 
to be totally dhferent from what really happened.” 
Our lively hostess, whose fancy was impatient of the 
rein, fidgeted at this, and ventured to say,: Nay, 
this is too much. If Mr. Johnson should forbid me 
to drink tea, I would comply, as I should feel the 
restraint only twice a day ; but little variations in nar- 
rative must happen a thousand times a day if one is 
not perpetually watching.” Johnson. Well, Madam, 
and you to be perpetually watching. It is more 
Lorn carelessness about truth than from intentional 
lying that there is so much falsehood in the 'world.” 

In his review of Dr. Warton’s Essay on the Writ- 
ings and Genius of Pope,” Johnson has given the 
following salutary caution upon this subject; ‘‘Nothing 
but experience could evince the frequency of false 
information, or enable any man to conceive that so 
many groundless reports should be propagated as 
every man of eminence may hear of himself. Some 
men what they think as what they know ; some 

men Df‘^g6hfused memories and habitual inaccuracy 
ascriban'lO ' one man what belongs to another ; and 
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some talk on, without thought or care. A few men 
are sufficient to broach falsehoods, which are after- 
wards innocently diffused by successive relaters.”^ 
Had he lived to read what Sir John Hawkins and 
iMrs. Piozzi have related concerning himself^ how 
much would he have found his observation illustrated. 
He was indeed so much impressed with the prevalence 
of falsehood, voluntary or unintentional, that I never 
knew any person who, upon hearing an extraordinary 
circumstance told, discovered more of the incredulus 
odi. He would say with a significant look and de- 
cisive tone, ‘‘ It is not so. Do not tell this again.” ^ 
He inculcated upon all his friends the importance 
of perpetual vigilance against the slightest degrees of 
falsehood ; the effect of which, as Sir Joshua Reynolds 
observed to me, has been that all who were of his 
school are distinguished for a love of truth and accu- 
racy, which they would not have possessed in the 
same degree if they had not been acquainted with 
Johnson. 

Talking of ghosts, he said, It is wonderful that 
five thousand years have now elapsed since the crea- 
tion of the world, and still it is undecided whether or 
not there has ever been an instance of the spirit of 
any person appearing after death. All argument is 
against it ; but all belief is for it.” 

He said, John Wesley’s conversation is good, but 
he is never at leisure. He is always obliged to go at a 
certain hour. This is very disagreeable to a man who 
loves to fold his legs and have out his talk, as I do.” 

On Friday, x4pril 3 , I dined with him in London, 
in a company where were present several eminent 
men, whom I shall not name, but distinguish their 
parts in the conversation by different letters. 

F. “ I have been looking at this famous antique 

’ Literary Magazine, 1756, p. 37. 

- The following plausible but over-prudent counsel on this 
subject is given by an Italian writer, quoted by Rhedi de genera- 
Hone inseefarn??i,” with the epithet of “ divini poetcs." 

“ Sempr’ a quel ver ch’ a faccia di menzogna 
De‘ Tuom chiiidere le labbra quanto ei puote; 

IMro che senza colpa fa vergogna.” 


vni,., TT 
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marble d(}g of Mr. Jennings, valued at a thousaiid 
guineas, ^ said to.be Akibiades’s dog,” Johnson. 
'\His tail tiien miist be docked. That was the mark 
of Alcibiades’s dog.’-’ E. thousand guineas i The 
representation of no animal whatever is worth so 
much. At this rate a dead dog would indeed be better 
Inan a hying lion.'” Johnson. Sir, it is not the 
wortii of toe tning, but of the skill in forming it which 
IS so highly estimated. Every thing that enlarges the 
spnere of human powers, that shows man he can do 
wliat he thought he could not do, is valuable. The 
first man wlio balanced a straw upon his nose; John- 
son who rode upon tnree horses at a time; in short, 
all siicli mem deserved the applause of mankind, not 
on account of the use of what they did, but of the 
dexterity which they exhibited.” Boswell. Yet a 
misapplication of time and assiduity is not to be en- 
couraged. Addison, in one of his ‘Soectators’ 
judgement of a King, who as\ suitable 
f that i3y long perseverance had 
aitainea to taeart of throwing a barley-corn through the 
eye of a needle, gave him a bushel of barley,” John- 
son . He must hare been a King of Scotland, Whem 
barley is scarce.’- F. “ One of the most remarkable 
antique ugures ot an animal is the boar at Florence.” 
Tjhnlson. The 6rst boar that is well made in marble 
snoiiid be preserved as a wonder. Ydien men arrive 
at a tacihty of making boars well, then the workman- 
snip IS not of such value, but thev should how^ever be 
preserved as examples, and as a greater security for 
toyestoration of the art, should if be lost.” 

^ . \ve hear prodigious complaints at present of 
emigration. I am convinced that emigration makes 
a couiitry more populous.” J. -That sounds very 
miicn like a paradox.” E. - Exportation of men, like 
exportation ot all other commodities, makes more be 
modiiced. Johnson. But there would be more 
people were tnere not emigration, provided there were 

' a fe"- breeders, and 
>oulI h^e more people than if there were no emisra- 
on. goHNSON. “ISiay, Sir, it is plain there will be 
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more _ people if there are more breeders. Thirty 
cows in good pasture will produce more calves than 
ten cows, provided they have good bulls.'' E. “ There 
are bulls enough in Ireland." Johnson, (smiling,) 
'' So, Sir, I should think from your argument." Bos- 
■vvELL. '' You said exportation cf men, like exporta- 
tion of other' commodities, makes more be produced. 
But a bounty is given to encourage the exportation 
of corn, and no bounty is given for the exportation of 
men; though, indeed, those who go gain by it." R. 

But the bounty on the exportation of corn is paid at 
honie.” E. “ That’s the same thing." Johnson. “No, 
Sir." R. “ A man who stays at home gains nothing by 
his neighbour’s emigrating." Boswell. “ I can under- 
stand that emigration may be the cause that more 
people maybe produced in a country ; but the country 
will not therefore be the more populous ; for the people 
issue from it. It can only be said that there is a flow 
of people. It is an encouragement to have children, 
to know that they can get a living by emigration." 
R. ‘‘ Yes, if there were an emigration of children 
under six years of age. But they don’t emigrate till 
they could earn their livelihood in some way at home.” 
C. “ It is remarkable that the most unhealthy coun- 
tries, where there are the most destructive diseases, 
such as Egypt and Bengal, are the most populous." 
Johnson. “ Countries which are the most populous 
have the most destructive diseases. 77iat is the true 
state of the proposition." C. “Holland is very 
unhealthy, yet it is exceedingly populous." Johnson. 

“ I know not that Elolland is unhealthy. But its 
populoiisncss is owing to an influx of people from all 
other countries. Disease cannot be the cause of 
popiilousness, for it not only carries off a great pro- 
portion of the people; but those who are left are 
weakened, and unfit for the purposes of increase." 

R. “Mr. E., I don’t mean to flatter, but when 
posterity reads one of your speeches in parliament, 
it will be difficult to believe that you took so much 
pains, knowing with certainty that it could produce 
no effect, that not one vote would be gained bv it." 
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E. “\Vaiying_your compliment to me, I shall savin 
geneial, tnat it is very well worth while for a man to 
take pains to speak well in parliament. A man who 
lias vanity speaks to display his talents ; and if a man 
■speaks well he gradually establishes a certain reputa- 
tion ana consequence in the general opinion, which 
•sooner or later will have its political reward. Besides 
though not one vote is gained, a good speech has its 
^ct which has been ably opposed 
pas.ses into a law, yet in its progress it is modelled, it 
IS soltenecl in such a manner, that we see plainly the 
Minister has been told that the members attached 
to him are so sensible of its injustice or absurdity 
troni what they have heard that it must be altered.” 
>)Hnson. “ And, Sir, there is a gratification of pride 
i hough we cannot out-vote them we will out-argue 
them. I hey shall not do wrong without its being 
shown both to themselves and to the world.” E. “ The 
House of Commons is a mixed body. (I except the 
Mmoiit_v, which I hold to be pure [smiling], but I 
take the whole House.) It is a mass by no means 
pui e , but neither is it wholly corrupt, though there is 
a large proportion of corruption in it. "There are 
generally go with the Minister 
who will not go all lengths. There are many honest 
^\ell-meamng country gentlemen who are in parlia- 
ment only to keep up the consequence of their 

ave influence.” Johnson. “ We are all more or less 
^oveintd by interest. But interest will not make us 

?rv a of doubt we 

ti} to think on the side which is for our interest, and 

generally bring ourselves to act accordingly. But the 
subject must admit of diversity of colouring ; it must 
receive a colour on that side. In the House of 
Commons there are members enough w'ho will not 

im rJ " f O'- absurd No, Sir, there 

must always be right enough, or appearance of right, 
to keep wrong in countenance.” Bo.swell. “There ' 
^ surely always a majority in parliament who have 
places, oi who want to have them, and w*o therefore 
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will be generally ready to support government without 
requiring any pretext.’' E. “True; Sir; that majority 
will always follow 

^ Quo clanior vocat et turba favetifmm" ” 

Boswell. “ Well now, let us take the common phrase, 
Piace-hiinters. I thought they had hunted without 
regard to any thing, just as their huntsman, the 
Minister, leads, looking only to the prey.” ^ J. “ But, 
taking your metaphor, you know that in hunting there 
are few so desperately keen as to follow without 
reserve. Some do not choose to leap ditches and 
hedges and risk their necks, or gallop over steeps, or 
even to dirty themselves in bogs and mire.” Boswell. 
“ I am glad there are some good, quiet, moderate 
political hunters.” E. “ I believe in any body of men 
in Elngland I should have been in the Minority ; I have 
always been in the Minority.” P. “ The Blouse of 
Commons resembles a private company. How seldom 
is any man convinced by another’s argument ; passion 
and pride rise against it.” R. “What would be the 
consequence if a Minister, sure of a majority in the 
House of Commons, should resolve that there should 
be no speaking at all upon his side?” E. “ He must 
soon go out. That has been tried ; but it was found 
it would not do.” 

E. “The Irish language is not primitive; it is 
Teutonick, a mixture of the northern tongues ; it has 
much English in it.” Johnson. “ It may have been 
radically Teutonick; but English and High Dutch 
have no similarity to the eye, though radically the 
same. Once when looking into Low Dutch, I found, 
in a whole page, only one word similar to English ; 
stroem^ like stream^ and it signified fider E. “ I 
remember having seen a Dutch Sonnet, in which 
I found this ’word, roesnopies. Nobody would at first 

i Lord Bolingbroke, who, however detestable as a metaphysician, 
must be allowed to have had admirable talents as a political writer, 
thus describes the House of Commons, in his Letter to Sir William 
Windham ; ’’ — “ You know the nature of that assembly ; they grow, 
like hounds, fond of the man who shews them game, and by whose 
halloo they are used to be encouraged.” 
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fiS "-e e«- 

S2” knob ; so we have 

.p J<^'HNSox. “ I have been reading Thicknesse’s 
“ Wh*' ^ ^ entertaining.” Boswell 

What, Sir, a good book ? ” Johxso.v. “Yes Sir to 
read once ; I _do not say you are to make a study of 
It, and digest it; and I believe it to be a true book in 

uth -rw to teli 

account of ^'^'tiknesse observes, upon Smollett’s 
account of his alarming a whole town in France bv 

nian^'tdl^hT^^^^“T’ ‘''■'ghte^ing a French noble- 
wnnl -I f ^ POJ'tmantiia, that he 

wouU be loth to say Smollett had told two lies in one 
page ; but he_ had found the only town in France 

musr fften t Travellers 

must often oe mistaken. In every thinp-, e.vcent 

where “uration can be applied, they maf honestly 
diflci I here has been, of late, a strange turn in 
travellers to be displeased.” 

E. “From the e.xperience which I have had— ^nr? 

ot inankiiu. John.sox. “From my experience I 
1 ave found them worse in commercial deal n^more 
di-sposec! to cheat, than I had any notion %r Zt 
fofZivfZ T a»o*er.good than I had 

Tohs's-ix \lr! beneficent.” 

howmmch c 'ronderful, considering 

iimcli attention is necessarv for men to take nrp 

O J^iemselves. and ward off immediate evib which 

te“s „m e truth H ff Z Z «ar, that he 

Fk than falsehood : so it may be sqid nf 

tZ°T f' >■'«* ”»« s»°<i .hYti.? 

tee inore we enquire .ve shall find ien the k-ss happt 

experience from 

unles^the; f satisfied 

umtss they have put men to the test, as they think 

hole IS a very good story told of Sir Godfrey KnelS; 
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in his character of a justice of the peace. A gentleman 
brought his servant before him, upon an accusation of 
having stolen some money from him ; but it having 
come out that he had laid it purposely in the servant’s 
way, ill order to try his honesty, Sir Godfrey sent the 
master to prison.” ^ Johnson. To resist temptation 
once is not a sufficient proof of honesty. If a servant, 
indeed, were to resist the continued temptation of 
silver lying in a window, as some people let it lie, 
when he is sure his master does not know how much 
there is of it, he would give a strong proof of honesty. 
But this is a proof to which you have no right to put 
a man. You know, humanly speaking, there is a 
certain degree of temptation which will overcome any 
virtue. Now, in so far as you approach temptation 
to a man you do him an injury ; and, if he is over- 
come, you share his guilt.” P. ^‘And when once 
overcome, it is easier for him to be got the better 
of again.” Boswell. “ Yes, you are his seducer ; you 
have debauched him. I have known a man resolve to 
put friendship to the test by asking a friend to lend 
him money, merely with that view, when he did not 
want it.” Johnson. ^‘That is very wrong. Sir. Your 
friend may be a narrow man, and yet ha.ve many good 
qualities: narrowness may be his only fault. Now 
you are trying his general character as a friend by 
one particular singly, in which he happens to be 
defective, when, in truth, his character is composed 
of many particulars.” 

E. I understand the hogshead of claret, which 
this society was favoured with by our friend the Dean, 
is nearly out ; I think he should be written to, to send 
another of the same kind. Let the request be made 
with a happy ambiguity of expression, so that we may 
have the chance of his sending it also as a present.” 

^ Pope tlius introduces this story : 

" Faith in such case if you should prosecute, 

I think Sir Godfrey, should decide the suit, 

Who sent the thief who stole the cash away, 

And punish’d him that put it in his way." " 

Imitations of Horace, Book II. Epist, ii. 


205 


life of dr. johnso.v 1 7.3 

JoH.NSOx. I am willing to offer my services as 
™ary on this occasionf^ P. many as are for 
RrrDH ^ secretary hold up your liands.--^ 

Lairied uoanmiously.”- .Boswell. FJe will be our 

Dictator.” ^ JoH^.0.. « n,, 

to nic. I am only to write for wine ; and I am Quite 
disinterested, as I drink none ; I shall not besuspelted 
of ha\'ing forged the application. I am no more than 

wr?f n' you shall //-rscribe.” Bo.s- 

WJ.LL \ ery well The first play of words to-day.” 
J. no ; the kills in Ireland.” TohnsoiY. “Were 
_ voiir Dictator, you should have no wine. It w'ould 

detrimenii RespuUica 
h/xurf’’ I '-r’® 'f dangerous. Rome was ruined by 
(smiling.) R. “if you allow no wine as 

home.” ^ of 

r)f .'■^^*”’0’ f drank tea with Johnson at 

£ w A fn"’ He entertained 

Jb with an account of a tragedy written by a Dr 

£opTe o f f f Phyician.) “ The catasi 

f of It (said he) was that a King, wRo was 

h'imse'lh°^ prime-minister, castrated 

r ' ' . tragedy was actually shewn about in 

manuscript to several people, and, amongst others to 

Proligifr'^'^''^’ ‘o “to two lines of the 

*,2“'’ ftyo’s fate we have but gently touch’d ■ 

Ihe fa'ir might blame us, if it were less couch’d.’ 

It IS hardly to be believed what absurd and indecent 
mages men will introduce into their writings, wRhou 
bung sensible of the absurdity and indecency T 
rememl... Lord Orrery told L th.t ttre”™ . 

Him? UrtoLryacarte^^ tlfalrifad o? 

inl?^?*r?pTi'on°i?wLf ^ inaccurate 

mi/ fotmd °n Lucian, 
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pamphlet written against Sir E.obert Walpole, the 
whole of which was an allegory on the i^hallick 
OBSCENITY. The Duchess of Buckingham asked Lord 
Orrery who this person was ? He answered he did 
not know. She said she would send to Mr. Pulteney, 
who, she supposed, could inform her. So then, to 
prevent her from making herself ridiculous, Lord 
Orrery sent her Grace a note, in which he gave her to 
understand what was meant.” 

He was very silent this evening ; and read in a 
variety of books : suddenly throwing down one, and 
taking up another. 

He talked of going to Streatham that night. Taylor. 

Y'ou’il be robbed, if you do : or you must shoot a 
highwayman. Now I would rather be robbed than do 
that ; I would not shoot a highwayman.” Johnson. 

But I would rather shoot him in the instant when 
he is attempting to rob me than afterwards swear 
against him at the Old Bailey, to take away his life, 
after he has robbed me. I am surer I am right in 
the one case than in the other. I may be mistaken 
as to the man when I swear : I cannot be mistaken 
if I shoot him in the act. Besides, we feel less re- 
luctance to take away a man’s life when w'e are heated 
by the injury, than to do it at a distance of time by 
an oath after we have cooled.” Boswell. ‘‘ So, Sir, 
you would rather act from the motive of private 
passion than that of publick advantage.” Johnson. 

Nay, Sir, when I shoot the highwayman I act from 
both.” Boswell. “Very well, very well. — There is 
no catching him.” Johnson. “At the same time, 
one does not know what to say. For perhaps one 
may, a year after, hang himself from uneasiness for 
having shot a highwayman.^ Few minds are ft to be 

1 The late Duke of Montrose was generally said to have been 
uneasy on that account; but I can contradict the report from his 
Grace’s own authority. As he used to admit me to very easy con- 
versation with him, 1 took the liberty to introduce the subject. His 
Grace told me that, when riding one night near London, he was 
attacked by two highwaymen on horseback, and that he instantly 
shot one of them, upon which the other galloped off ; that liis 
servant, who was very well mounted, proposed to pursue him and 
take him, but that his Grace said, “No, we have had blood 
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trusted with so great a thing.” Boswell, “ d'he'i 
would not shoot him ? ” Tohnson. “ But I 

iiiigat oe^vexed^afterwards for that too/' 

not having coma for him, as he 
peetcd, X accompanied him some part of the wav 
noma to hts ovvm hou.se. I told him that I S 

// ^ a few days before, and 

naJ said that in_ h>s company we did not so much 
.rt.icnange coavers.ation as li.sten to him; and that 

(said Johnson,) a great deal indeed. Here is a’ntn 
beefsaXoT^'h'"^ hand.some thing, ’which has 

I.Xv;.X?- vff '"“ease 

Lm^tcfonce. Jod.Ns.ox “Undoubtedly it is right, 

hoi?se j^-ea^^fested with him at his 

L mew Scotland wLm 

i c knew , and I asserted that I really believed he 

proJe'cK." 'iios°«?“.lVi"m° "‘“®' 

1.0 io„.Sa>./,outi 


my prcftHiilng'to put^U]" nK^on^ 

nut, Jt M duu*d by Wha, k Sus™ in seShdc^e^io 
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have a great advantage that they may take up with 
little things without disgracing themselves : a man 
cannot, except with liddling. Had I learnt to fiddle, 
I should have done nothing else.” Bos\vell. Pray, 
Sir, did you ever play on any musical instrument ? ” 
Johnson. No, Sir. I once bought me a flageolet ; 
but I never made out a time.” Boswell. A flageo- 
let, Sir 1 — so small an instrument ? ^ I should have 
liked to hear you play on the violoncello. T 7 iaf 
should have been jw/r instrument.” Johnson. '‘Sir, 
I might as well have played on the violoncello as 
another ; but I should have done nothing else. No, 
Sir ; a man would never undertake great things could 
he be amused with small. I once tried knotting. 
Dempster’s sister undertook to teach me ; but I could 
not learn it.” Boswell. “So, Sir; it will be related 
in pompous narrative, ‘ Once for his amusement he 
tried knotting; nor did this Plercules disdain the dis- 
taff,’” Johnson, “Knitting of stockings is a good 
amusement. As a freeman of Aberdeen I should be 
a knitter of stockings.” He asked me to go down 
with him and dine at Mr. Thrale’s at Streatham, to 
which I agreed. I had lent him “An Account of 
Scotland, in 1702,” written by a man of various en- 
quiry, an Elnglish chaplain to a regiment stationed 
there. Johnson. “It is sad stuff, Sir, miserably 
written, as books in general then were. There is now 
an elegance of style universally diffused. No man 
now writes so ill as Martin’s Account of the Hebrides 
is written, A man could not write so ill, if he should 
try. Set a merchant's clerk now to write, and he’ll 
do better.” 

Pie talked to me with serious concern of a certain 
female friend’s “ laxity of narration, and inattention 
to truth.” — “ I am as much vexed (said he) at the ease 
with which she hears it mentioned to her as at the 
thing itself. I told her, ‘ Madam, you are contented 

^ When I told this to Miss Seward she smiled, and repeated, 
with admirable readiness, from " Acis and Galatea," 

" Bring me a hundred reeds of ample growth, 

To make a pipe for my capacious mouth," 
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to hear everyday said to you. what the highe.st of 
mankind have died for, rather than bear.’ — You know 
bir, the highest of mankind have died rather than’ 

^ m uttered a falsehood. Do 

talk to her of it : I am weary.” 

Boswiai.. ‘-'Ukas not Dr. John Campbell a very 
maceurate man m his narrative, Sir.? He once told 
iiie that iie drank thirteen bottles of port at a sitting.” ‘ 
Johnson. “ VVhy, Sir, I do not know that Campbell 
ever lied with pen and ink ; but you could not entirely 
depend on any .thing he told you in conversation, if 
nere ^was act mixed with it. However, I loved 
Cdinjwell he was a solid orthodox man : he had a 
reverence or religion. Though defective in practice, 
he was religious m principle; and he did nothing 
grossly wrong that I have heard.” “ ® 

^ had been present the day before 

p V sat to Miss 

kep olds for her picture; and that she said “she 

wo off History without the last 

< 0 Dr "nnlT" P®*: *at she thought the book 

siibstancf of’if%'^ inelegant manner, the 

{ ord vtwi the late 

Lord Lyttelton advised her to read.” Johnson. “Sir 

s le ha.s not read them : she shews none of this im- 
petuosity to me : she does not know Greek, and I 
fancy, knows little Latin. She is willing you should 

liirn trll nrxi'iv tilings, °vhi'ch°^tlMu°h embdr*r^l''’V \ 

nai-rntive, ijafl their foundation in Wiith rn T 

tni.n- npproachina- to this Ti hi i i ^ ^ ^ remember any 

supiKEsJusoin.* ^ should have 

I gave particular attention to if h Campbell told me jt, and 
th..rclbr.; curious to hew whlicv Y ^ -'’f 'f "'ne, and 

ing. l-here can bt no douh hn, .0 drink- 

suhering any injtirv, such a quantitvas toVtT^ clnrik, without 

it i.s but fair to add that rnn \ appears incredible. 

!ong ti,nc to this grt^ FCTn iv tori 0^/?*^ 

bir, !t a man drinks verc .in-.a,. ^ ^ ^ 

bL'fore he takes another I Low not how In evaporate 

Cun,pbe!l meinioned a dlSof O'-- 

tunc, and drank equally. *1'™ '’‘H the 

lion iookplace'r'^Dee^'ro.'^lrtl^^^ j'™ y’-'''*''® diis conversa- 
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think she knows them ; but she does not say she does A 
BostVELL. '' Mr. Harris, who was present, agreed with 
her.” Johnson. Harris was laughing at her, Sir. 
Harris is a sound sullen scholar ; he does not like inter- 
lopers. Harris, however, is a prig, and a bad prig.^ I 
looked into his book, and thought he did not understand 
his own system.” Boswell. He says plain things in 
a formal and abstract way, to be sure’; but his method 
is good : for to have clear notions upon any subject 
we must have recourse to analytick arrangement.” 
Johnson. 'LSir, it is what every body does, whether 
they will or no. But sometimes things may be made 
darker by definition. I see a tvw. I define her, 
Animal quadmipes fimiinans cornuinm. But a goat 
ruminates, and a cow may have no horns. Cow is 
idainer.” Boswell. I think Dr. Frankliirs defini- 
tion of Man a good one — HA tool-making animal.’” 
Johnson. But many a man never made a tool ; and 
suppose a man without arms, he could not make a tool.”' 

Talking of drinking wine, he said, I did not leave 
off wine because I could not bear it; I have drunk 
three bottles of port without being the worse for it. 
University College has witnessed this,” Boswell. 
‘‘Why then, Sir, did you leave it off?” Johnson. 

“ Why, Sir, because it is so much better for a man to 
be sure that he is never to be intoxicated, never to 
lose the power over himself. I shall not begin to 
drink wine again till I grow' old, and w^ant it.” Bos- 
well. “ I think, Sir, you once said to me that not to 
drink wane was a great deduction from life.” John- 
son. “ It is a diminution of pleasure, to be sure; but 
I do not say a diminution of happiness. There is 
more happiness in being rational.” Bos\vell, “ But 
if w^e could have pleasure always, should not w^e be 

j What my friend meant by these words concerning the amiable 
philosopher of Salisbury I am at a loss to understand. A friend 
suggests that Johnson thought his ^tianner as a writer affected, 
while at the same time the rnaiter did not compensate for that fault. 

In short, that he meant to make a remark quite different from that 
which a celebrated genilemati made on a very eminent physician : 
He is a coxcomb, but ^ satisfactory coxcoinbti 
[The celebrated ge?itleman. here alluded to was the late Right 
Honourable William Gerard Hamilton.— M.] 
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bapp}' J Ihe greatest part of men woiikl compound 
foi pleasure. ■ Johnson, Supposing we could have 
picasure alwayS; an intellectual man would not com- 
pound for It. The greatest part of men would com- 
f ound, because the- greatest part of men are gross.” 
hJs^U'LL. '‘I allow there may be greater pleasure 
tnan a 0111 wine. I have had more plea.sure from your 
coa\ ei nation. ^ I have indeed ; I assure you I have.” 
Johnson. “When we talk of pleasure, we mean sensual 
pteasme. vvaen a man says he had pleasure with a 
w oman, he does not mean conversation, but somethimr 
of a very ^diherent nature. Philosophers tell you that 
pleasure is amimry to happiness. Gross men prefer 
animal pleasure. So there are men who have pre- 
savages. Now wliat a wretch 
mu;d he be wiio is content with such conversation as 
can be iiadarnmig savages ! You may remember an 
oliicer at hort Augustus, who had served in America, 
tom us of a woman w^hom they ^vere obliged to In/id, 
m order to get her back from savage life.” Boswell. 
hlic must have oeen an animal, a bea.st.” Johnson. 
Sir, sue was a speaking cat.” 

, I mentioned to him tiiat I had become very weary 
in a company where I heard not a single intellectual 
sentence, except tnat “a man who had been settled 

a much inferiour 
y o vvnat he was in London, because a man’s 
mind grows narrow in a narrow place.” Johnson. 

A mans nnnd grows narrow in a narrow place 

is T— t f “”*=1 thinking 

p acc._ A man cannot kno«- modes of life as well In 

matiS'ds^^ study mathe- 

niaticb as -s^eli in Minorca.” Boswell. “I don’t 

d’c'Yvou'^ you had remained ten years in the Isle 
T not have been the man that you 

0 Y; J'-'Hn.son. les, Sir, if I had been there 

1 ium fi teen to twenty-five ; but not if from twenty-five 
to l urty-five.” Boswell. «I own, Sir, the spirits 
t'hieh 1 have in London make me do every thinJwith 
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more readiness and vigour. I can talk twice as mucli 
in London as any where else.” 

Of Goldsmith he said, “ He was not an agreeable 
copiipanion, for he talked alv'ays for fame. A man 
who does so never can be pleasing. The man who 
talks to unbiirthen his mind is the man to delight yon. 
An eminent friend of curs is not so agreeable as the 
variety of his knowledge would otherwise make him, 
because he talks partly from ostentation.” 

Soon after cur arrival at Thrale’s I heard one of 
the maids calling eagerly on another to go to Dr. 
Johnson. I wondered what this cculd mean. I after- 
wards learnt that it was to give her a Bible, which he 
had brought from London as a present to her. 

He was for a considerable time occupied in reading 

M'emoires de Fordcnelky leaning and swinging upon 
the low gate into the court, without his hat. 

I looked into Lord Karnes’s Sketches of the 
Flistory of Man;” and mentioned to Dr. Johnson 
his censure of Charles the Fifth, for celebrating his 
funeral obsequies in his life-time, which, I told him, 
I had been used to think a solemn and afiecting act. 
Johnson, Vfhy, Sir, a man may dispose his mind to 
think so of that act cf Charles j but it is so liable to 
ridicule that, if one man out cf ten thousand laughs at 
it, he’ll make trie ether nine thousand nine hundred 
and ninety-nine laugh too.” I could not agree with 
him in this. 

Sir John Pringle had expressed a wish that I would 
ask Dr. Johnson’s opinion what were the best English 
sermons for style. I took an epportunity to-day of 
mentioning several to him. Atkrhuryl Johnson. 

Yes, Sir, one of the best.” Boswell. IMcdsen k’ 
Johnson. ^AYhy, not now. I should not advise a 
preacher at this day to imitate Tillotson’s style ; though 
I don’t kiio\vj I should be cautious cf objecting, to 
what has been applauded by so many suffrages. — 
Smf/i is one of the best, if you except his peculiarities, 
and his violence, and sometimes coarseness of language. 
— Seed has a very fine style ; but he is not very theo- 
logical— sermons are very elegant. — Sherkek's 
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style loo IS very elegant, though he has not made ij 

ins i>rincipal studj.—And you mav add Smallrid^e 
AH the latter preachers ha^•e a good style. Indeed, 
iiobodv now talKS much of .style : ever}^ body com- 
[joses pretty well. There are no .such inharmonious 
!>eriods as there were a hundred years ago. I should 
recommend Dr. Clarkes sermons, were "he orthodox. 
Howex'er, it is very well known where he is not ortho- 
do.y, which was upon the doctrine of the Trinity, as to 
whicn he is a condemned heretick ,* so one is aware of 
It. Boswell. “ I like Ogden’s .Sermons on Prayer 
very much, both for neatness of style and .subtilty of 
rea.soning.” Johnson. “ I should like to read all that 
Ogden has written.” Boswell. “What I wish to 
know is, what sermons afford the best specimen of 
English pulpit eloquence.” Johnson. “We have no 
sermons addressed to the pas.sions that are good for 
anything, if you mean that kind of eloquence.” A 
(.lergvvian ; (whose name I do not recollect.) “ Were 
not Dodd’s ^ sermons addressed to the passions.?” 
Johnson “ They were nothing, .Sir, be they addressed 
to what they may.” 

^ -Vt dinner, Mrs. Thrale e.xpressed a wish to go and 
see Scotland. Johnson. “Seeing Scotland, Madam, 

IS only seeing a wor.se England. It is seeing the 
tiuwer gradually fade away to the naked stalk. See- 
ing the Hebrides, indeed, is .seeing quite a different 


Our poor friend, Mr. Thomas Davies, was soon to 
have a benefit at Driiry-lane theatre, as some relief to 
hi.s unfortunate circumstances. We were all warmly 
mterestea for his success, and had contributed to it 
However, we thought there was no harm in having 
our joke, when he could not be Imrt by it. I proposed 
that lie should be brought on to speak a Prologue 
'op 1 and I began to mutter fragments 
of what It might be : as, that when now grown old, he 
was obliged to cry, “Poor Tom’s a-cold r~xhsX he 
owned he had been driven from the stage by a 
ChurclHli, but that this was no disgrace, for a 
thurcnill had beat the French; — that he had been 
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satirised as mouthing a sentence as curs mouth a 
bone/’ but he was now glad of a bone to pick. — 

Nay, (said Johnson,) I \vould have him to say. 

Mad Tom is come to see the world again.” 

He and I returned to town in the evening. Upon 
the road I endeavoured to maintain, in argument, 
that a landed gentleman is not under any obligation 
to reside upon his estate; and that by living in 
London he does no injury to his country. Johnson. 

Why, Sir, he does no injury to his country in general, 
because the money which he draws from it gets back 
again in circulation ; but to his particular district, his 
particular parish, he does an injury. All that he has 
to give aw^ay is not given to those wLo have the first 
claim to it. And though I have said that the money 
circulates back, it is a long time before that happens. 
Then, Sir, a man of family and estate ought to con- 
sider himself as having the charge of a district, over 
which he is to diffuse civility and happiness.” ^ 

Next day I found him at home in the morning. He 
praised Delany’s ‘‘Observations on Swift;” said that 
ins book and Lord Orrery’s might both be true, though 
one viewed Swift more, and the other less, favourably ; 
and that, between both, we might have a complete 
notion of Swift. 

Talking of a man’s resolving to deny himself the 
use of wine, from moral and religious considerations, 
he said, “ He must not doubt about it. When one 
doubts as to pleasure, w^e know wLat will be the 
conclusion. I now^ no more think of drinking wine 
than a horse does. The wine upon the table is no 
more for me than for the dog that is under the table.” 

On Thursday, April 9, I dined with him at Sir 
Joshua Reynolds’s, with the Bishop of St. Asaph, 
(Dr. Shipley,) Mr. Allan Ramsay, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. 
Cambridge, and Mr. Langton. Mr. Ramsay had 
lately returned from Italy, and entertained us with his 

^ [See, however, pp. 156, 157, where his decision on this subject 
is more favourable to the absentee. — M.j 
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observations upon Horace’s villa, wliich he had 
examined wita_great care. I relished this much, as it 
lirought fresh into my mind what I had vicnved with 
greai pleasure thirteen years before. The Bishop 
Ii. Johnson, and Mr. Cambridge, joined with Mr’ 
Kamsay in recollecting the various lines in Horace 
relating to the subject. 

Horace’.s journey to Brundusium being mentioned 
Johnson oD.served that the brook which he describes 
Ur I now, exactly as at that time ; and that 

he had often wondered how it happened that small 
biook.s, such^ as this, kept the same situation for ages 

InlrSSr mountains 

iiave been changed, and agriculture, which produces 

e’ of ’the earth! C«r! 

this thought in a 
observing that most of the 
.®t™ctures of Rome are totally perished while 
the 1 iber remains the same, he adds, ’ ' 

' Lo (jne era Firme kuw solammfe, 

La Fugitivo Firmanece y dura.’ ” 

JuHNsuN. “ Sir, that is taken from /iwtf Vitalis : 

i immota labcscunt ; 

pirFetith snnt agitaia maneutF’ 

1 he Bishop said it apjieared from Horace’s wririnoc 
lathe was a cheerful contented man. Johvson “\Ve 

liave no reason to believe that mv If^;T i., ' ? 

was happy because he says' so in his 
statff his the 

for r.rc.r„.e„ ,ato'’S' coMi" f, 'Jr 

i^iJiing.s, and afxec to despise every tiiino- tbnt 

did not despise.” Bishop of St. Tsvph 

was with the armv after im battl 

oihccrs seriously grumbled that no general mS kiilej" I 
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Camiirilge. “ V’e may belief Horace more, when 

he says, 

'' .Rornc-d Tilmr afnem, vcntosus Tihire Roviam 
than when he boasts of his consistency : 

^ Me con stare mihi scis^ ef decedere tristem , 

Qnandocunque fraJmnt invisa negotia RomamR^ 

Bosw-ell. How hard is it that man can never be at 
rest.’’ Ramsay. It is not in his nature to be at rest. 
When he is at rest he is in the worst state that he can 
be in ; for he has nothing to agitate him. He is then 
like the man in the Irish song, 

^ There liv’d a young man in Ballinacrazy, 

"Who wanted a wife for to make him nnaisyt ” 

Goldsmith being mentioned, Johnson observed that 
it was long before his merit came to be acknowledged : 
that he once complained to him, in ludicrous terms 
of distress, Whenever I write any thing, the publick 
make a point to know’ nothing about it ; ” but that his 
'‘Traveller’’^ brought him into high reputation. 
Langton. There is not one bad line in that poem ; 
not one of Dry den’s careless verses.” Sir Joshua. 

I was glad to hear Charles Fox say it w^as one of 
the finest poems in the English language.” Langton. 

WTy w-ere you glad ? You surely had no doubt of 
this before.” Johnson. ‘‘No; the merit of ‘The 
Traveller’ is so well established that Mr. Fox’s praise 
cannot augment it, nor his censure diminish it.” Sir 
Joshua. “ But his friends may suspect they had too 
great a partiality for him.” Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, the 
partiality of his friends was ahvays against him. It 
w^as whtli difficulty we could give him a hearing. Gold- 
smith had no settled notions upon any subject ; so he 
talked always at random. It seemed to be his inten- 
tion to blurt out whatever was in his mind, and see 
wLat would become of it. He w^as angry too when 
catched in an absurdity ; but it did not prevent him 

^ [First published in 1765. — M.] 
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from falling into another the next minute. I remember 
Chaniier,^- after talking with him some timOj saidj 
' W'ell, I do believe he wrote this poem himself ; and, 
let me tell you, that is believing a great deal/ Chamier 
once asked him what he meant by the last word 
in the first line of ‘ The Traveller,’ 

" Remote, unfriendedj melancholy, slow,’ — • 

Did he mean tardiness of locomotion? Goldsmith, 
who would say something without consideration, 
answered, ‘ Yes.’ I was sitting by, and said, ‘ No, 
Sir, you do not mean tardiness of locomotion ; you 
mean that skiggisliness of mind which comes upon a 
man in solitude.’ Chamier believed then that I had 
written the line as much as if he had seen me write 
it. Cloldsmith, however, was a man who, whatever 
he wrote, did it better than any other man could do. 
He deserved a place in Westminster- Abbey ; and 
every year he lived would have deserved it better. 
He had, indeed, been at no pains to fill his mind with, 
knowledge. He transplanted it from one place to 
another ; and it did not settle in his mind ; so he 
could not tell what was in his own books.” 

We talked of living in the country. Johnson, 
“No wise man will go to live in the country, unless 
he has something to do which can be better done in 
the country. For instance ; if he is to shut himself 
up for a year to study a science, it is better to look 
out to the fields than to an opposite wall. Then, if a 
man walks out in the country, there is nobody to keep 
him from walking in again ; but if a man walks out in 
I.ondon, he is not sure when he shall walk in again. 
A great city is, to be sure, the school for studying life ; 
and ^ The proper study of mankind is man,’ as Pope 
observes.” Boswell. “ I fancy London is the best 
place for society ; though I have heard that the very 
first society of Paris is still beyond any thing that we 
have here.” Johnson. “Sir, question if in Paris 
such a company as is sitting round this table could 

5 [Anthony Chamier, Esq., a member of the Liter arv Club, 
and Under-Secretary of State. He died Oct. 12, 1780.-— M.] 
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be got together in less than half a year. They talk in 
France of the felicity of men and women living 
together : the truth is, that there the men are not 
higher than the women, they know no more than the 
women do, and they are not held down in their con- 
versation by the presence of womenA Ramsay. 

“ Literature is upon the growth, it is in its spring in 
France: here it is rather Johnson. ^‘Litera- 
ture was in France long before we had it. Paris was 
the second city for the revival of letters : Italy had it 
first, to be siii*e. What have we done for literature, 
equal to what was done by the Stephan! and others in 
France? (3ur literature came to us through France. 

Caxton printed only two books, Chaucer and Gower, 
that were not translations from the French; and 
Chaucer, we know, took much from the Italians. 

No, Sir, if literature be in its spring in France, it 
is a second spring ; it is after a winter. We are now 
before the French in literature; but we had it long 
after them. In England, any man who wears a sword 
and a powdered wig is ashamed to be illiterate. I 
believe it is not so in France. Yet there is, probably, 
a great deal of learning in France, because they have 
such a numher of religious establishments ; so many 
men who have nothing else to do but to study. I do 
not know this ; but I take it upon the common 
principles of chance. Where there are many shooters, 
some will hit.” 

We talked of old age. Johnson (now in his 
seventieth year) said, “ It is a man’s own fault, it 
is from want of use, if his mind grows torpid in old 
age.” ^ The Bishop asked if an old man does not 

^ [Hobbes was of the same opinion with Johnson on this subject ; 
and in his Answer to D'Avenant's Preface to GONDIBERT, with 
great spirit explodes the current opinion that the mind in old age 
is subject to a necessary and irresistible debility. 

“And now while I think on’t, (says the philosopher,) give me 
leave, with a. short discord, to sweeten the harmony of the approach- i 

ing close. I have nothing to object to your poem, but dissent only 
from something in your preface, sounding to the prejudice of age. 

It is commonly said that old age is a return to childhood : which 
methiiiks you insist on so long, as if you desired it should be 
believed. That’s the note I mean to shake a little. That saying, 
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lose faster than he gets. Joiix.son. “ I think not, .m- 
Loru, If he exerts himself.” One of the comnany 
rashi) uDserved that he thought it was happy for aii 
old man that insensibility comes upon him. I ohnsox • 

, with a noble elevation and disdain,) “No, Sir I 
snould never be happy by being less rational.” Bishop 
OF hr. Asaph “ Your wish then, Sir, is, y>;paVKav 
JoHMSON. “ Yes, my Lord.” His Lord- 
smjj mentioned a charitable establishment in Wale.s 
wnere people were maintained, and supplied with 
e\ery tlmig, upon the condition of their contributing 
tne weekly produce of their labour; and he said they 
/O'" of property. JoHmox. 

caiiiot '“P®' condition 

taimot be better. It is rowing without a port.” 

Une of the company asked him the mvoaning of the 
expression m Juv-enal, lacertte. JoHNko.v. “I 

uiink It clear enough ; as much ground as one may 
have a chance to find a lizard upon.” 

Commentators have differed as to the exact mean- 
ng of the expression by which the poet intended 
wherftlv^ contained in the passage 

tn r enough that they mean 

P'o'-Med i. 

orn’Lr'bv'’frav™^f ' W?f "'^akness ; 

Bevc;T^Ll‘ 'of ‘H'' t- ase is 


«).en change your opinion here.vfter, 

.-cniaH., was 
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'' Est aliquid, quocunque loco quocunque recessu, 
Unius sese dominum fecisse lacertae.” 

This season there was a whimsical fashion in the 
iiews-pax)ers of applying Shakspeare’s words to describe 
living persons well known in the world; which was 
done under the title of Alodern Characters from 
Shakspeare ; ” man}' of which were admirably adapted. 
The fancy took so much that they were afterwards 
collected into a pamphlet. Somebody said to J ohnson, 
across the table, that he had not been in those 
characters. ‘‘Yes, (said he) I have. I should have 
been sorry to be left out.” Tie then repeated what 
had been applied to him, 

“You must borrow me Gargantua’s mouth.” 

IMiss Reynolds not perceiving at once the meaning 
of this, he was cbiiged to explain it to her, which 
had something of an awkward and ludicrous effect. 
“ Vv'hy, Madam, it has a reference to me, as using 
big words, which require the mouth cf a giant to 
pronounce them. Gargantiia is the name cf a giant 
in Rabelais.” Boswell. “But, Sir, there is another 
amongst them for you : 

‘ Ele would not flatter Neptune for his trident, 

Or Jove for his power to thunder.’ ” 

Johnson. “ There is nothing marked in that. No, 
Sir, Gargantua is the best.” Notwithstanding this 
ease and good humour, when I, a little while after- 
wards, repeated his sarcasm on Kenrick,^ which was 
received with applause, he asked, “ IV/ip said that ? ” 
and on my suddenly answering, — Gargantua^ he 
looked serious, which was a sufficient indication that 
he did not wish it to be kept up. 

When we went to the drawing-room, there was a 
rich assemblage. Besides the company who had been 
at dinner, there were Mr. Garrick, Mr. Harris of 


^ See vol, i. p. 3S2. 
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Salisbury, Dr. Percy, Dr. Burney, the Honourable 
Mrs. Cnolmondeley, Miss Hannah More, &c. &c 
^ Alter wandering about in a kind of pleasing distrac- 
non or some Ume, I got into a corner, with Johnson, 
Oa.rck, and Harris. Garrick; Bo Harris ) “ Pnv 
bir, have you read Potter’s Hischylus ” HarriL’ 

“ Mil' pretty.’’ Garrick ; (to Johnson.) 

And what think you, .Sir, of it ? ” Johnson-. “ I 
nought what I read of it tw/wyc.- but upon Mr 
Harms recommendation, I «-m read a plav. (To 

prescribe two.” Mr. Harris siio-. 
gcbtcd one, I do not remember which, Johnson 
must try its effect as an English poem; that 
■s the way to judge of the merit of a translation 
Iiansiations are, in general, for people who cannot 

tha?Pone’7H"‘'‘’'” ^ the vulgar saj-ing, 

.t ”?s“ ft f 

“The t- Hi k Boswell. 

POPtrv In n d ft-’' perfectly to translate 

line hut'll? same 

Hint, but It has not the same tone. Homer Havs if 

on a bassoon; Pope on a flageolet.” Harrh 

think heroick poetry is best in blank veree vet it 

appears that^ rhyme is essentia! to English 'poetry 

Unii our deficiency in metrical quantities. In “mv 

opinion, tne chief excellence of our lano-u-io-e k 

numerous prose.” Johnson. “Sir IVillSrT^pe 

save cadence to Enriish 
piose.^ Before his time they were careless of arrange- 

and upon Cl4nlterl's ProS ? i ■^'“’Ple. : 

Has mistaken ; or, if he irmo-inS* certainly 

Temple, he wi veiy unluccSffS fnl ™i‘‘ating 

’ oMol’Sson!^^ 

just : but, on a doser e” nFnmkn M m ^rst view, seems perfectly 
been founded on .a mtaDorehenbrn"' 'ir ‘ « have 

jolin.son too literally He^dirl nnt'T' understood 

dear, aired to imitate rSnolek t Jt - “"f”'’®' raeaii that he en- 

tonned his style on him andChamherel” Us parts ; but that he 
in rrsr. relative to hk second ^ 

-n, taking from each what ^ ^ 
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nient, and did not mind whether a sentence ended 
with an important word or an insignificant word, or 
with what part of speech it Avas concluded/' Mr. 
Laiigton, who now had joined us, commended 
Clarendon. Johnson. “He is objected to for his 
parentheses, his involved clauses, and his want of 
harmony. But he is supported by his matter. It is, 
indeed, owing to a plethory of matter that his style is 
so faulty : every substance (smiling to Mr. Harris) 
has so many accidents.— Ito be distinct, we must talk 
analytically. If we analyse language, we must speak 
of it grammatically : if we analyse argument, we must 
speak of it logically.” Garrick. “ Of all the transla- 
tions that ever rvere attempted, I think Elphinston’s 
Martial the most extraordinary. He consulted me 
upon it, who am a little of an epigrammatist myself, 
you know. I told him freely, ‘You don’t seem to 
have that turn.’ I asked him if he wvas serious; and, 
finding he was, I advised him against publishing. 
Why, his translation is more difficult to understand 
than the original. I thought him a man of some 
talents; but he seems crazy in this.” Johnson. “Sir, 
you have done what I had not courage to do. But he 
did not ask my advice, and I did not force it upon 
him, to make him angry with me.” Garrick. “ But 
as a friend, Sir — ” Johnson. “ Why, such a friend 
as I am with him — no.” Garrick. “ But if you see a 
friend going to tumble over a precipice ?” Johnson. 
“That is an extravagant case, Sir. You are sure a 
friend will thank you for hindering him from tumbling 
over a precipice : but in the other case I should hurt 
his vanity and do him no good. He would not take my 

passage before us, I think, shows tliat he learned from Temple to 
modulate his periods, and, in that respect only, made him his 
pattern. In this view of the subject there is no difficulty. He 
might learn from Chambers, compactness, strength, and precision 
(in opposition to the la.xity of style which had long prevailed) ; from. 
Sir Thomas Browne, (who was certainly one of his archetypes,) 
pondera verbormn, vigour and energy of expression ; and from 
I'emple, harmonious arrangement, the due collocation of words, 
and the other arts and graces of composition here enumerated ; and 
yet, after all, his style might bear no striking, resemblance to that 
of any of these writers, though it had profited hv each. — -M.] 

VOL. 11. 
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adjice. His brother-in-law, Strahan, sent him a sub- 
^uipdon of fifty pounds, and said he would send him 

Garrick. 

u hat . eh : IS Strahan a good judge of an Epigram ? 

-n'r i’® f*®" """ eh?” loHNsoN. 

hnt ^ Epigram : 

but you see he is a judge of what i.s nof&n Epig^ram ” 

Bu^well. It IS easy for you, Mr. Garrick, to talk to 
an authour as you talked to Eiphinston ; you, who 

a theatre, rejecting 
the play.s of poor authours. You are an old Tudo-e 
"iio have often pronounced sentence of death ’ You 
are a practised surgeon, who have often amputated 
limbs ; and though this may have been for the good of 
your patients, they cannot like you. Those who have 
undergone a dreadful operation are not very fond of 
seeing the operator again.” Garrick. “ Yes, I know 
enough of that. There was a reverend gentleman 

thinp^i^^'r ’r® r'' " f ^ tragedy, the siege of some- 
tnnig which I refused.” Harris. “ So, the sie-^e was 

plained, and told me that Garrick said his play was 

of vph" 7/f "’hat is the concoction 
ox a pla^ . (here Garrick started, and twisted him- 
itlf and seemed sorely vexed; for Johnson told me 
U Tchcved the story was true.) Garrick. “I— I 

“ WelTlr’ tT “'’5°^tion.” 2 Johnson, (smiling.) 

he could show it under his 
.“1- r “He wrote to me in violent 

\uath for having _ refused his play: ‘Sir this is 
growing a very serious and terrible affair I am re 

and how will your judgement appear!’ I answered 

terrours° T hafe and all the 

Dlav fnd T to your publishing your 

play , and as you live at a great distance, (Devonshire' 

Aiithour of it, was f^nierfy^ProfLsor'^Sf^^^^ f the 
pnnUid in Ws “ Miscellaniel" 3 v^lTsm 

it in his preface to OEDws^^Md ^ expression. Dryden uses : 
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I believe,) if yon will send it to me, I will eonvey 
it to the press/ I never heard more of it, ha! hal 

iia I .’* 

On Friday, April lo, I found Johnson at home in 
the moming. We resumed the conversation of yester- 
day, He put me in mind of some of it which had 
escaped my memory, and enabled me to record it 
more perfectly than I otherwise could have done. 
He was much pleased with my paying so great atten- 
tion to his recommendation in 1763, the period when 
our acquaintance began, that I should keep a journal ; 
and I could perceive he was secretly pleased to find 
so much of the fruit of his mind preserved ; and as 
he had been used to imagine and say that he always 
laboured when he said a good thing,— it delighted 
him, on a review, to find that bis conversation teemed 
with point and imagery. 

I said to him, “You were yesterday, Sir, in remark- 
ably good humour; but there was nothing to offend 
you, nothing to produce irritation or violence. There 
tvas no bold offender. There was not one capital 
conviction. It was a maiden assize. You had on 
your white gloves.” 

He found fault with our friend Langton for having 
been too silent “ Sir, (said I,) you will recollect that 
he very properly took up Sir Joshua for being glad 
that Charles Fox had praised Goldsmith’s ‘ Traveller,' 
and you joined him.” Johnson, “ Yes, Sir, I knocked 
Fox on the head without ceremony. Reynolds is too 
much under Fox and Burke at present. He is under 
the star and the Irish miskllation. He is always 
under some planet.” Boswell. “There is no Fox 
star.” Johnson. “But there is a dog star.” Bos- 
well. “They say, indeed, a fox and a dog are the 
same animal.” 

I reminded him of a gentleman w^ho, Mrs. ChoL 
mondeley said, was first talkative from affectation, 
and then silent from the same cause ; that he first 
thought, “'I shall be celebrated as the liveliest man 
in every company ; ” and then, all at once, “ O ! it is 
much more respectable to be grave and look wise/' 
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He has reversed the Pythagorean discipline, by beina 
ill St jahvati\e, and then silent. He reverses the course 
ul ^ature too ; he was first the gay butterfly, and 
liien trie creeping worm/'^ Johnson laughed loud and 
long at this expansion and illustration of what he him- 
sell had told me. 

We dined together with Mr. Scott (now Sir William 
Scott, his Majesty’s Advocate General,) ^ at his chambers 
in the lemple, nobody else there. The company 
oeiog small, Johnson was not in such spirits as he had 
been the preceding day, and for a considerable time 
littie was said. At last he burst forth : ''Subordina- 
tion IS sadly broken down in this age. No man now, 
has tne same authority which his father had, — except 
a gcyjier. ]\M master has it over his servants: it is 
colleges; nay, in our grammar- 
ftchools. Loswell, What is the cause of this, Sir 
JOHNSON. Why, the coming in of the ScotchT (iau-di- 
mg sarcastically.) Boswell. "That is to say, things 
have ^been turned topsy-turvy.»-But your serioSs 

thTrhipf '• *ere are many causes, 

he chief of ^hich is, I think, the great increase of 
inoiiey. iNo man now depends upon the Lord of the 
Manour, wnen he can send to another country and 
letch, provisions. 'J’he shoeblack at the entry of mv 
court does not depend on me. I can deprive him but 
ol a penny a day, which he hopes somebody else will 
jnng him ; and that penny I must carry to another 
shoe-hlack, so the trade suffers iiotJiing. I have ex- 
plained, in my ‘Journey to the Hebrides,’ how sold 
and .sih’er destroy feudal subordination. But, besides 
there IS a general relaxation of reverence. No son 

fl father, as in former times. 

1 aternity used to be considered as of itself a great 

t ling, which had a right to many claims. That is in 

general, reduced to very small bounds. My hope is 
tion vvi! forn tyranny, this extreme refa.xa- 

uon Will pi oauce Jnyii smc//o. 

Talking of feme, for which there is so great a desire, ^ 
the -tdniii-alty and Master of 
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I observed how little there is of it in reality, compared 
with the other objects of human attention. Let 
every man recollect, and he will be sensible how small 
a part of his time is employed in talking or thinking of 
Shakspeare, Voltaire, or any of the most celebrated 
men that have ever lived, or are now supposed to 
occupy the attention and admiration of the world. 

Let this be extracted and compressed ; into what a 
narrow space will it go 1 ” I then slily introduced 
Mr. Garrick's fame, and his assuming the airs of a 
great man. Johnson. ‘‘Sir, it is wonderful how little 
Garrick assumes. No, Sir, Garrick fortnnam reverenfa- 
habet Consider, Sir; celebrated men, such as you 
liave mentioned, have had their applause at a distance ; 
but Garrick had it dashed in his kice, sounded in his 
ears, and went home every night with the plaudits of 
a thousand in his cranmin. Then, Sir, Garrick did 
not find^ but •made his way to the tables, the levees, 
and almost the bed-chambers of the great. Then, Sir, 

Garrick had under him a numerous body of people ; 
who, from fear of his power, and hopes of his favour, 
and admiration of his talents, were constantly sub- 
missive to him. And here is a man who has advanced 
the dignity of his profession. Garrick has made a 
player a higher character.” Scott. “ And he is a 
very sprightly writer too.” Johnson. “Yes, Sir; 
and all this supported by great wealth of his own 
acquisition. If all this had happened to me, I should 
have had a couple of fellows with long poles walking 
before me to knock down every body that stood in 
the way. Consider, if all this had happened to Cibber 
or Quin, they'd have jumped over the moon. — Yet 
Garrick speaks to us ” (smiling.) Boswell. “ And 
Garrick is a very good man, a charitable man.” John- 
son, “ Sir, a liberal man. He has given away more 
money than any man in England. There may be a 
little vanity mixed : but he has shewn that money is 
not his first object.” Boswell. “Yet Foote used to 
say of him that he walked out with an intention to do 
a generous action ; but, turning the corner of a street, , 

he met with the ghost of a halfpenny, which frightened h 
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him.’ JOHXSON. :“Why, Sir, that is very true, too: 
or I never knew a man of whom it could be said witi) 
less certainty to-day what he will do to-morrow than 
Oarrick ; It depends so much on his humour at the 
ime. Scott. “ I am glad to hear of his liberality. 

“Wiff ^■^P''®.®®"ted as very saving.” JoHxVson. 

Vi ith his doniestick saving we have nothing to do. 

I remember drinking tea with him long ago, when 
eg W othngton made it, and he grumbled at her for 
making it too strong.' He had then begun to feel 
money in his purse, and did not know when he should 
have enough of it.” 

wealth, the proper use of it, and 
the ellects of that art yvhich is called economy, he 
ob.served, “It is wonderful to think how men of y-erv 

incomes, bu> 

are often actually in want of money. It is clear thev 
have not value for what they spend. Lord Shelburne 

oun attairs may have ail that lie ought to have all ' 

for advantage. : 

lor live thousand pounds a year. Therefore a crreat 

S with" ^ 

Sisw T “r f ‘"'’i A'-ii- iortnne is.” : 

L V w, ‘ ^ of But how 

IS iL V\hat IS wtiste?” Johxsox. “Why Sir ^ 

bieakmg bottles, and a thousand other things VTaste 
cannot be accurately told, though we are ' .sensible 

how destructive It IS. Economy on the one hand 

which a certain income is made to maintain a man 
genteelly, and waste on the otlier, b^SX on“he 

SrTtka"°‘^‘“' shaiibiiy, 'cannot be 

coat out much c thing ; as one man wears his ^ 

’ t" "’0 oannot tell how.” 

meanlv ot ifiml-irc “ Erery man thinks 

mcanlv 01 himself for not having been a soldfor or 

ocs not. JohxN.son. “Sir, if Lord Mansfield were 

■fv ■nitntiOT«j'T°e’iremn4ance Joshua Reynolds 

lisilid Garrick, it is a"™! S blood ' ' i 
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in a company of General Officers and Admirals ayEo 
have been in service he would shrink: he'd wish to 
creep under the table." Bos\vell. “ No ; he’d think 
he could //j them ail." Johnson. “ Yes, if he could 
catch them : but they’d try him much sooner. No, 
Sir j were Socrates and Charles the Twelfth of Sweden 
both present in any company, and Socrates to say, 
'Follow me, and hear a lecture in philosophy;' and 
Charles, laying his hand on his s^vord, to say, ' Follow 
me, and dethrone the Czar;' a man would be ashamed 
to follow Socrates. Sir, the impression is universal : 
yet it is strange. As to the sailor, when you look 
down from the quarter-deck to the space below, you 
see the utmost extremity of human misery : such 
crowding, such hlth, such stench 1 " Boswell. “ Yet 
sailors are happy.’' Johnson. “ They are happy as 
brutes are happy with a piece of fresh meat, — with the 
grossest sensuality. But, Sir, the profession of soldiers 
and sailors has the dignity of danger. Mankind 
reverence those wdo have got over fear, which is so 
general a w^eakness.’’ Scott. “ But is not courage 
mechanical, and to be acquired?" Johnson. “Why 
yes, Sir, in a collective sense. Soldiers consider 
themselves only as part of a great machine." Scott. 

“ We find people fond of being sailors." Johnson. 

“ I cannot account for that, any more than I can 
account for other strange perversions of imagination." 

His abhorrence of the profession of a sailor w’as 
uniformly violent; but in conversation he always 
exalted the profession of a soldier. And yet I have, 
in my large and various collection of his wii tings, a 
letter to an eminent friend, in .wdiich he expresses him- 
self thus : “My god-son called on me lately. He is 
w^eary, and rationally w^eaiy, of a military life. If you 
can place him in some other state I think you may 
increase his happiness and secure his virtue. A 
soldier’s time is passed in distress and danger, or in 
idleness and corruption." Such was his cool reflection 
in his study ; but w^henever he w^as warmed and ani- 
mated by the presence of company, he, like other 
philosophers, whiose minds are impregnated wuth 
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poetical fanc,v, caught the common enthusiasm for 
splendid renown. 

He talked of Mr. Charles Fox, of whose abilities he 
ihougnt hignly, but observed that he did not talk 

”tht Mr. Gibbon remark 

could not be afraid of Dr. Jolinson * 

yet ae certainly was very shy of saying any thing in 
Dr. Johnson s presence.” Mr. Scott now quoted what 
'vas said 01 Alcibiades by a Greek poet, to which 
Johnson assented. ^ 

He told us that he had given Mrs. Montague a 
.-atalogue of a 1 Daniel Defoe’s works of imagination • 
most, if not all of which, as well as of his other works' 

merrtn allowing a considerable share of 

went to a man who, bred a tradesman, had written so 
j auously and so well. Indeed, his “ Robinson Crusoe ” 
rs ^ough of Itself to establish his reputation. 

rhc indignation at the imposture of 

aic Cock- an e Ghost, and related, with much satisfac- 
tion, how he nacl assisted in detecting the cheat and 
had published an account of it in Sif neSpers : 

ipon this subject I incautiously offended hmf hv 

"r T"””- *» “iSwad ^ 

IS uispicasurt. I apologised, saying that “ I asked 
'luestions m order to be instructed and entertained • I ' 
repaired eagerly to the fountain ; but that the moment ' 
ne gave me a hint, the moment he put Mu'onihc i 

applied to sir Ivillfam 'scott referred to, I 

lection of it.— Mv old and very IpornmW recol- 
iorrneriy senior fellow of Trm ty Collew"DnVr Kearney, 

deacon of Kaphoe in Ireland has •'‘'’d now Arch- 

passttge. He remarks to^e^hT'' ““‘^aPpily elucidated 
must here have deceived him; and'tluat i\fr Scott' f memory 
niiist have been that ‘Mr Fov in observation 

be considered as the n-cw c mentioned, might 

in the Life of Alci relies 

talk, ‘^^^S'^d.an said, // f. 

:iutlKiur!^vvftrXaha’rdour'^anri“fi^u ^ scholiast on an ancient 
r.aylor have spoken'of it 1— Sir ■Wljliam"s "’ould Bentley or 

mcatetl Dr. Kearney's remark is verfentlJlo^^^^ to whom I conimn- 
A few other observations have £pn correct, 

^mmlernan. Every cillS^af | 

niore numerous. — M,J * lament that they are not i 
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well, I desisted.”' — “ But, Sir, (said he,} that is forcing 
one to do a disagreeable thing : ” and he continued to 
rate me. “ Nay, Sir, (said I,) when you have put a 
lock upon the well, so that I can no longer drink, do 
not make the fountain of your wit play upon me and 
wet me.” 

He sometimes could not bear being teased with 
questions. I was once present when a gentleman 
asked so many, as, ‘‘'What did you do, Sir?” ‘‘ What 
did you say, Sir ? ” that he at last grew enraged, and 
said, “ I will not be put to the question. Don’t you 
consider, Sir, that these are not the manners of a 
gentleman ? I will not be baited with what and tohy ; 
what is this ? what is that ? why is a cow’s tail long ? 
why is a fox’s tail bushy ? ” The gentleman, who was 
a good deal out of countenance, said, ‘‘ Why, Sir, you 
are so good that I venture to trouble you.” Johnson. 
“ Sir, my being so good is no reason why you should 
be so aid 

Talking of the Justitia hulk at Woolwich, in which 
criminals were punished, by being confined to labour, 
he said, “ I do not see that they are punished by this : 
they must have wmrked equally had they never been 
guilty of stealing. They now only work ; so, after 
all, they have gained ; what they stole is clear gain to 
them ; the confinement is nothing. Every man who 
works is confined : the smith to his shop, the tailor to 
his garret.” Bosw^ell. “ And Lord Mansfield to his 
Court.” Johnson. “Yes, Sir. You know the notion 
of confinement may be extended, as in the song, 

‘ Every island is a prison.’ There is, in Dodsley’s 
collection, a copy of verses to the authour of that 
song.” ^ 

Smith’s Latin verses on Pococke, the great traveller,- 

^ [I have in vain examined Dodsley's Collection' for the verses here 
referred to ; nor has the name of the authour been ascertained, 
llie song alluded to begins with the words, 

‘ ‘ Welcome, welcome, brother debtor — " 

It consists of several stanzas, in one of which it is said that 
“ Every island is a prison.” — M.] 

“ [Smith’s Verses are on Edward Pococke, the great Oriental 
linguist; he travelled, it is true; but Dr. Richard Pococke, late 

vnr TT 
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were mentioned. He .repeated some of tlienij and 
said they were Smith's best verses. 

He talked with an uncommon animation of travel- 
ling into distant countries ; that the mind was enlarged 
by it,. and that an acquisition of dignity of character 
was derived from it. He e.xpressed a particular 
enthusiasm %vith respect to visiting the wail of China. 
.1 catdied it for the moment, and said I really believed 
I should go and see the ■wall of China had I not 
children, of wdiom it was my duty to take care. Sir, 
(said im,) by doing so, you would do what would be 
of importance in raising your children to eminence. 
There would be a lustre reflected upon them from 
your spirit and curiosity. They would be at all times 
regarded as the children of a man who had gone to 
view the wail of China. I am serious, Sir.” 

When we had left Mr. Scott's, he said, ‘‘ Will you 
go home with me?” ‘‘Sir, (said I,) it is late,; but 
,ril go with you for three minutes.” Johnson. “ Or 
/Imr:' We went to IMrs. Williams’s room, where we 
found Mr. Allen the printer, who was the landlord of 
his house in Bolt-court, a worthy obliging man, and 
his very old acquaintance ; and, what was exceedingly 
amusing, though he was of a very diminutive size, he 
used, even in Johnson’s presence, to imitate the stately 
periods and slow and solemn utterance of the great 
man. — I this evening boasted that, although I did not 
write what is called stenography, or short-hand, in 
appropriated characters devised for the purpose, I had 
a method of my own of writing half words, and leaving 
out some altogether, so as yet to keep the substance and 
language of any discourse which I had heard so much 
in view, that I could give it very completely soon after 
I had taken it down. He defied me, as he had once 
defied an actual short-hand writer: and he made the 
experiment by reading slowly and distinctly a part 
of Robertson’s “ History of America,” wdiile I en- 
deavoured to write it in my way of taking notes. It 
was found that I had it very imperfectly; the conclusion 

I'Mshop Ossory, who published Travels through the East, is 

usually yulleci Kearney.] 
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from which was that its excellence was principally 
owing to a studied arrangement of words, which could 
not be varied or abridged without an essential injury, 
On Sunday, April 12, I found him at home before 
dinner ; Dr. Dodd’s poem, entitled “ Thoughts in 
Prison,” was lying upon his table. This appearing to 
me an extraordinary effort by a man who was in 
Newgate for a capital crime, I was desirous to hear 
Johnson’s opinion of it: to my surprize, he told me 
he had not read a line of it. I took up the book, 
and read a passage to him. Johnson. “ Pretty well, 
if you are previously disposed to like them.” I read 
another passage, with which he was better pleased. 
He then took the book into his own hands, and, 
having looked at the prayer at the end of it, he said, 

What etndenee is there that this was composed the 
night before he suffered ? /do not believe it.” He 
then read aloud where he prays for the King, &c. and 
observed, '^‘Sir, do you think that a man, the night 
before he is to be hanged, cares for the succession 
of a royal family ? — Though he may have composed 
this prayer then. A man who has been canting all 
his life may cant to the last . — And yet a man who 
has been refused a pardon after so much petition- 
ing would hardly be praying thus fervently for the 
King.” 

He and I, and Mrs. Williams, went to dine with 
the Reverend Dr. Percy. Talking of Goldsmith, 
Johnson said he ^vas very envious. I defended him 
by observing that he owned it frankly upon all 
occasions. Johnson. “Sir, you are enforcing the 
charge. He had so much envy that he could not 
conceal it. Pie was so full of it that he overflowed. 
He talked of it to be sure often enough. Now, Sir, 
what a man avows he is not ashamed to think ; though 
many a man thinks what he is ashamed to avow. We 
are all envious naturally; but by checking envy we 
get the better of it. So we are all thieves naturally; 
a child always tries to get at what it wants the 
nearest way ; by good instruction and good habits 
this is cure^ till a man has not even an inclination to 
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sei^e what is another’s ; has no struggle with himself 

aoout Jt 

^ And here I .shall record a scene of too much heat 
hetueen Dr. Johnson and Dr. Percy, which I should 
na-.e suppressed were it not that it gave occasion to 
aisfday tne truly tender and benevolent heart of John- 
son, who, as soon as he found a friend was at all hurt 
an\- tning wJrich he had “ said in his wrath,” was not 
omy im.mpt and de.sirous to be reconciled, but exerted 
ihni.'t.eif to make ample reparation. 

having been mentioned, Johnson 
liaised I ennant very highly, as he did at Dunvegan 
m the Isle of Sky. Dr. I^ercy knowing himself to be 
lilt heir male of the ancient Percies, and having the 
wannest and most dutiful attachment to the noble 
House of Northumberland, could not sit quietly and 

rf ti "'ho liad spoken disrespectfully 

of Alnwick-Castle and the Duke’s pleasure-grounds 
cspeciall) as he thought meanly of his travels He 
therefore opposed Johnson eagerly. Johnson “ Pen- 

e intended , he has made you very angne” Percy 
He has said the garden is trim, whkh is kpresenS 
it like a cituen s parterre, when the truth is there ic a 

ioHNso’?^fw / 

^Vccording to your own account, Sir, 

-■ Hebrides. ■' .Sep, 17 

ibe family fron,, 

tt'pifl- ’'TT i'" 

seen st.ime additional proofs e-'^amined, and have 

i.>ook was pubJished ^and both V? f 

e-onsideration of evidence and -m 'o r a accustomed to the 

of ixidi.rrrees, I am fulh satisfied I versed hi the study 

euni.stance of no small momenf ^ f observing, as a cir- 

i)roniore’s genealogy essenth! oid tracing the Bishop of 

Duchess of Northumberland "Heires'-^nf m ElizabetJi 

lady not only of hi^li illustrious Blouse ; a 

blood. but of excelfent understanX?' r J?obIe 

iair pride I can boast of the honour of h” With a 

specimens of which adorn my archivt^ ^ ^ correspondence, : 
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a reconciliation instantly took place. , Johnson. “ My 
dear Sir> I ..am willing you shall hang PeiinantN 
IhiiRCY. (resuming " the former subject) ^‘ Pennant 
complains that the helmet is not hung out to iiiYite 
to the hall of hospitality. Now I never heard that 
it was a custom to hang out a helmet T ^ Johnson., 
JV,Hang him up, hang, him up.” Boswell, (humour- 
ing the joke) “ Hang out his skull instead of a heimetj 
and you may drink ale out of it in your hall of Odin, 
as he is your enemy ; that will be truly ancient. There 
will be ^Northern Antiquities.’ ” ^ Johnson. “He’s 
a Whig^ Sir ; a sad dog^ (smiling at his own violent 
expressions, merely for poUtlcai difference of opinion.) 
But he’s the best traveller I ever read ; he observes 
more things than any one else does.” 

I could not help thinking that this was too high 
praise of a writer who traversed a ■wide extent of 
country in such haste that he could put together only 
curt frittered fragments of his own, and afterwards 
procured supplementai intelligence from parochial . 
ministers and others not the best qualified or most i 
impartial narrators, whose ungenerous prejudice ; 
against the house of Stuart glares in misrepresenta- i 

tion ; a w-riter who at best treats merely of superficial | 

objects, and shews no philosophical investigation of | 
character and manners, such as Johnson has exhibited 
in his masterly “ Journey ” over part of the same | 

ground; and who, it would seem from a desire of I 

ingratiating himself with the Scotch, has flattered the I 
people of North-Britain so inordinately and with so j 
little discrimination that the judicious and candid I 
amongst them must be disgusted, while they value 
more the plain, just, yet kindly report of Johnson. 

Having impartially censured Mr. , Pennant, as. a | 

^ [It certainly was a custom, as appears from the following 
passage in Perceforest, vol. iii. p. 108 “ fasoient mettre au plus 

hault cie leur hostel un heaulnie, en. signe que tons les gentils I 
homnies et gentilles femmes entrasseiit hardiment en leur hostel ■ 
coiump cn leur propre,” &c, — K earney,] 

[I’hf;! ^|.iuhour’s second son, Mr. James' Boswell, bad noticed this 
pa'ssnfehin Perceforest, and suggested to me the same remark. — M,] ; 

■ title of a book translated by Dr. Percy, 





Traveller in Scotland, let me allow him, from authori- 
ties much better than mine, his deserved praise as an 
able Zoologist ; and let me also from my own under- 
standing and feelings acknowledge the merit of his 
London/’ which, though said to be not quite 
accurate in some particulars, is one of the most pleas- 
ing topographical performances that ever appeared in 
any language. Mr. Pennant, like his countrymen in 
general, has the true spirit of a Gentlanan. As a proof 
of it I shall quote from his London ” the passage 
in which he speaks of my illustrious friend. “ I must 
by no means omit Bolt-court, the long residence of 
Doctor Samuel Johnson, a man of the strongest 
natural abilities, great learning, a most retentive 
memory, of the deepest and most unaffected piety 
and morality, mingled with those numerous weak- 
nesses and prejudices which his friends have kindly 
taken care to draw from their dread abode. ^ I 


brought on myself his transient anger by observing 
that in his tour in Scotland he once had long and woe- 
ful experience of oats being the food of men in Scot- 
land as they were of horses in England. It was a 
national reflection unworthy of him, and I shot my 
bolt. In return he gave me a tender hug.^ Con 
amove he also said of me, ‘ The dog is a Whig C ^ I 
admired the virtues of Lord Russel, and pitied his fall. 
I should have been a Whig at the Revolution. There 
have been periods since in which I should have been, 
what I now' am, a moderate Tory, a supporter, as far 
as my little influence extends, of a w'eli-poised balance 
between the crown and people : but should the scale 
preponderate against the Salus populi, that moment 
may it be said, ^The dog’s a Whig ! ’ ” 


^ This is the common cant against faithful Biography. Does the 
worthy gentleman mean that 1, v\1io taught discrimination of 
character by Johnson, should have omitted his frailties, and, in 
short, have bedaubed him as the worthy gentleman has bedaubed 
Scotland? 

- See Dr. Johnson’s "Journey to the Western Islands,” p. 296: 
— see his Dictionary article, oats : — and my “Voyage to the 
Hebrides,” first edition.— Pennant. 

3 Miv Boswell's Journal, Sep, 6.— Pennant, 
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We had a calm after the storm, stayed the evening 
and sopped, and were pleasant and gay. But Dr. 
Perc}' told me. lie was very uneasy at what had passed ; 
for there was a gentleman there who was acciuainted 
with the .Northiimlierland family to whom he hoped 
to have appeared more respectalile, by shewing how 
intimate he w'as with Dn Johnson, and who might 
now, ein the contrary, go away with an opinion to his 
disadvantage. He begged 1 would mention this to 
Dr. Johnson, which I afterwards did. His observa*. 
tiori upon it was, '^^This comes of ; had he 

told m.e that he wished to appear to arlvantage before 
tliat gentleman he should have been at the top of the 
house all the time.” He spoke of Dr. Percy in. the 
liandsomest manner. Then, Sir, (said I) may I be 
allowed to suggest a mode by which you may effectu- 
ally counteract any unfavourable report of what passed. 

I will write a letter to you upon the subject of the un- 
lucky contest of that day, and you will be kind enough 
to put in writing as an answer to that letter w^hat you 
have now said, and, as Lord Percy is to dine 'with us 
at General Paoli’s soon, I will take an opportunity to 
read the correspondence in his Lordship's presence.” 
This friendly scheme was accordingly carried into 
execution without Dr. Percy’s knowledge. Johnson’s 
letter placed Dr. Percy’s unquestionable merit in the 
fairest point of view ; and I contrived that I.ord Percy 
should hear the correspondence, by introducing it at 
General Paoli’s, as an instance of Dr. Johnson’s kind 
disposition towards one in whom his Lordship was 
interested. Thus every unfavourable impression was 
obviated that could possibly have been made on those 
by whom he wishecl most to be regarded. I break- 
fasted the day after with him, and informed him of 
my scheme, and its happy completion, for which he 
thanked me in the \varmest terms, and was highly 
delighted with Dr. Johnson’s letter in his praise, of 
which I gave him a copy. He said, “ I would rather 
have this than degrees from all the Universities in 
Europe. It will be for me, and my children and 
grandchildren.”,: Dr. Johnson having afterwards asked 
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me if I had given him a copy of it, and being told 
I had, was offended, and insisted that I should get it 
back, which I did. As, however, he did not desire 
me to destroy either the original or the copy, or forbid 
me to let it be seen, I think myself at liberty to apply 
to it his general declaration to me concerning his own 
letters : “ That he did not choose they should be 
published in his life time; but had no objection to 
their appearing after his death.’’ I shall therefore 
insert this kindly correspondence, having faithfully 
narrated the circumstances accompanying it. 


^‘To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

'Vmv dear sir, 

I BEG leave to address you in behalf of our 
friend Dr. Percy, who was much hurt by what you 
said to him that day we dined at his house ; ^ when, 
in the course of the dispute as to Pennant’s merit as 
a traveller, you told Percy that ^ he had the resentment 
of a narrow mind against Pennant, because he did not 
find every thing in Northumberland.’ Percy is sensible 
that you did not mean to injure him ; but he is vexed 
to think that your behaviour to him on that occasion 
may be interpreted as a proof that he is despised 
by you, which I kno^v is not the case. I have told 
him that the charge of being narrow-minded was 
only as to the particular point in question ; and 
that he had the merit of being a martyr to his noble 
family. 

“ Earl Percy is to dine with General Paoli next 
Friday ; and I should be sincerely glad to have it in 
my power to satisfy his Lordship how well you think 
of Dr. Percy, who, I find, apprehends that your good 
opinion of him may be of very essential consequence ; 
and who assures me that he has the highest respect 
and the warmest affection for you. 

I have only to add, that my suggesting this occa- 
sion for the exercise of your candour and generosity 


1 Sunday, April 12, 1778. 
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is altogether unknown' to Dr. Percy, and proceeds 
from my good-will towards him, and my persuasion 
that you 'will be happy to do him an essential kindness. 
I am, more and more, my dear Sir, 

Y our most faithful 

And affectionate hii ruble servant, 

“James Bo'swella' 


“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ SIR, 

“ The debate between Dr. Percy and me is one 
of ti)Ose foolish controversies which begin upon a' 
r|iiestion of which, neither party cares how it is decided, 
and which is, nevertheless, continued to acrimony by 
the vanity with which every man resists confutation. 
Dr. Percy’s warmth proceeded from a cause which, 
perhaps, does him more honour than he could have 
derived from jiister criticism. His abho,rrence of 
Pennant proceeded from bis opinion that Pennant 
'had w'antonly and indecently censured his patron. 
His anger made him resolve that, for having been 
once wrong, he never should be right. Pennant has 
much in his notions that I do not like ; but still I 
think him a very intelligent traveller. If Percy is 
really offended, 1 am sorry ; for he is a man whom 
I never knew . to offend any one. Pie is a man very 
willing to learn and very al:)le to teach ; a man out 
of whose company I never go without having learned 
sonietliing. It is sure that he vexes me sometimes, 
but I am afraid it is by making me feel my own 
ignorance. So much extension of mind, and so much 
minute accuracy of enquiry, if you survey your whole 
circle of acquaintance, you will find so scarce, if you 
find it at all, that you will value Percy by comparison. 
Lord Hailes is somewhat like him: but Lord Hailes 
does not, perhaps, go beyond him in research ; and I 
do not know that he equals him in elegance. Percy’s 
attention to poetry has given grace and splendour to 
his studies of anticiuity, A mere antiquarian is a 
rugged being. 
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Upon the whole, you see that what I might say in 
sport or petulance to him is very consistent with full 
conviction of his merit. 

“ I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most, &c, 

‘‘Sam. Johnson.^' 

“April 23, 1778.” 

“To THE Revereno Dr. Percy, Northumber^ 

LAND-HOUSE. 

“dear sir, 

“I WROTE to Dr. Johnson on the subject of the 
Fennantlan controversy ; and have received from him 
an answer which will delight you, I read it yesterday 
to Dr. Robertson, at the Exhibition ; and at dinner to 
Lord Percy, General Oglethorpe, &c. who dined with 
us at General Paoli's ; 'who was also a -witness to the 
high testimony to your honour. 

“ General Paoii desires the favour of your company 
next Tuesday to dinner to meet Dr. Johnson. If 
I can I will call on you to-day. I am, with sincere 
regard, 

“Your most obedient humble servant, 

“James BostVELL.” ^ 

"‘Soutb Audley-street, April 25.” 

C)n Monday, April 13, I dined with Johnson at Mr. 
Langton’s, where were Dr. Porteus, then Bishop of 
Chester, now of London, and Dr. Stinton. He was 
at first in a very silent mood. Before dinner he said 
nothing but “ Pretty baby,” to one of the children. 
Langton said very well to me afterwards that he 
could repeat Johnson’s conversation before dinner, as 
Johnson had said that he could repeat a complete 
chapter of “The Natural History of Iceland,” from 

^ Though the Bishop of Dromore kindly answered the letters 
which I wTote to him, relative to Dr. Johnson's early history ; yet, 
in justice to him, I think it proper to add that the account of the 
foregoing conversation, and the subsequent transaction, as well as 
of some other conversations In which he is mentioned, has been 
given to the publick without previous communication with his 
Lordship, 
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the Danish of Jlerrehw, the whole of which wa.s 
exactly thus : 

^ ^ C H A P. I.X X I L Concernhi^ S^xihcs 
‘‘There iire no snakes to be raet witli througliout 
the whole islandf' 

At dinner we talked of another mode in the news- 
papers of giving modern characters in sentences Itoiii 
the classicks, and of the passage 

“ Parcus deoriini cultor, et infreqiiens, 
Insanientis dum sapiential 
Consul tiis erro, nunc retrorsinii 
Vela dare, atque iterare ciirsus 
Cogor relictos : 

being well applied to Soame Jenyns ; who, after having 
wandered in the wilds of infidelity, had returned to 
the Christian faith. Mr. Langton asked Johnson as 
to the propriety of sapienfke consu-itus. Johnson. 
“ Though mtstdiiis was primarily an adjective, like 
amicus it came to be used as a substantive. So we 
havey'//w civisiilius^ a consult in law.” 

\\*e talked of the sgvles of different painters; and 
how^ certainly a connoisseur could distinguish them, 
i asked if there was as clear a difterence of styles in 
language as in painting, or even as in hand-writing, 
so that the composition of every individual may be 
distinguished? Johnson. ‘^Yes. Those who have 
a style of eminent excellence, such as Dryden and 
Milton, can always be distinguished.” I had no doubt 
of this; but what I wanted to know" w^as whether 
there was really a peculiar style to every man what- 
ever, as there is certainly a peculiar hand-w'riting, a 
peculiar countenance, not wddely different in many, 
yet always enough to be distinctive : 

facies non omnibus iina, 

Nec diversa tamen.” 

The Bishop thought not ; and said he supposed that 
many pieces in Dodsley’s collection of poems, though 
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all very j^retty, had nothing appropriated in their style, 
and in that particular could not be at all distinguished. 
Johnson. Why, Sir, I think every man whatever 
has a peculiar style, which may be discovered by nice 
exaniination and comparison with others : but ^ man 
must WTite a great deal to make his style obviously 
discernible. As logicians say, this appropriation of 
style is infinite m potesiate, limited in actuP 

Mr. Topham Beaiiclerk came in the evening, and 
he and Dr. Johnson and I stayed to supper. It was 
mentioned that Dr. Dodd had once wished to be a 
member of the Literary Club. Johnson. should 
be sorry if any of our Club were hanged. I will not 
say but some of them deserve it.” ^ Beauclerk 
(supposing this to be aimed at persons for whom he 
had at that time a wonderful fancy, which, however,., 
did not last long,) was irritated, and eagerly said, 
“ You, Sir, have a friend (naming him) who deserves 
to be hanged; for he speaks behind their backs 
against those wdtli whom he lives on the best terms, 
and attacks them in the news-papers. He certainly 
ought to be kickedP Johnson. “ Sir, we ail do this 
in some degree : ‘ Veniani pcfweus danmsque xncissim! 
To be sure it may be done so much that a man may 
deserve to be kicked.” Beauclerk. is very 

malignant.” Johnson. No, Sir ; he is not malignant. 
He is mischievous, if you will. He would do no man 
an essential injury; he may, indeed, love to make 
sport of people by vexing their vanity. I, however, 
once knew an old gentleman who was absolutely 
malignant. He really wished evil to others, and re- 
joiced at it.” Bosw^ell. “The gentleman, Mr. Beau- 
clerk,, against whom you are so violent is, I know, a 
man of good principles.” Beauclerk. “ Then he 
does not w^ear them out in practice.” 

Dr. Johnson, wdio, as I have observed before, 
delighted in discrimination of character, and, having 
a masterly knowledge of human nature, was willing 
to take men as they are, imperfect, and with a mixture 
of good and bad qualities, I suppose thought he had 

^ See note, ante ^ p , 88. 
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said enough in defence.' of his friend, of whose iiierits 
notwithstanding his- exceptionable points, he had a 
just value; and added no more on tlaj subject. 

Oir 1 uesday, April- 14, .1 dined with !iini\at General 
Ugletnorpe'S, with General Paoli and Afr. ],.angton. 
General Oglethorpe declaimed against luvurr John- 
son, ^LDepend upon ip Sir, every state of '^societv is 
as luxurious as it can be. Men al wavs. take the 'best 
they can getA Oglethorpe. - But the best depends 
iiniai upon ourselves; and if we can be as w'ell satis- 
net! witn punn things, we are in the wrong to accustom 
our palates to what is high-seasoned and expensive. 
VHiat says Addison in his ‘Cato,’ speaking of the 
-Sumidian? 


‘ Coarse are his meals, the fortune of the chace 
Amid the running stream he slakes his thirst, ’ 
lolls all the day, and at the approach of night 
On the first yendly bank he throws him down, 

Or rests his head upon a rock till morn ; 

And if the following day he chance to find 
A new repast, or an untasted spring, 

Blesses his stars, and thinks it luxury.’ 

IM us have_ that kind of luxury, Sir, if vou will.” 
Joii.'iSON. JSut hold, Sir; to be merely satisfied is 
not enough It is m refinement and elegance that 
the civilized man diflers from the sava£>-er A <^reat 
part ot our industry, and all our ingenuity^ is exercised 
in procuring pleasure ; and, Sir, a hungry man has 
not the same pleasure in eating a plain dinner that 
a hungry man has in eating a luxurious dinner. You 
see I put the ca.se fairly. A hungry man may have 
as much, nay, more pleasure in eating a plain dinner 

dinn2 iias in eating a lu.xurious 

nncr. But I suppose the man who decides between 

the two dinners to be equally a hungry man.” 

1 alking of different governments,— Johnson. “ The 
more contracted power is the more easily it is de- 
stroyed. A country governed by a despot is an in- 
verted cone. Government there cannot be so firm as 
when it rests upon a broad basis gradually contracted, 
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as the government of Great Britain, which, is founded 
on the parliament, then is in the pri\y-council, then 
in the King,” Boswell. Po^ver, when contracted 
into the person of a despot, may be easily destroyed, 
as the prince may be cut off. So Caligula wished 
that the people of Rome had but one neck, that he 
might cut them off at a blow.” Oglethorpe. It 
vv^as of the Senate he wished that. The Senate by its 
usurpation controlled both the Emperor and the 
people. And don't you think that we see too much 
of tlmt in our own parliament ? ” 

Dr. Johnson endeavoured to trace the etymology of 
Maccaronick verses, which he thought were of Italian 
invention from Maccaroni ; but on being informed 
that this would infer that they were the most common 
and easy verses, maccaroni being the most ordinary 
and simple food, he was at a loss ; for he said, He 
rather should have supposed it to import in its primi- 
tive signification a composition of several things ; ^ 
for Maccaronick verses are verses made out of a 
mixture of different languages, that is, of one language 
with the termination of another.” I suppose w^e 
scarcely know of a language in any country where 
there is any learning in which that motley ludicrous 
species of composition may not be found. It is par- 
ticularly droll in Low Dutch. The “ FoIemo-?niddinm ” 
of Drummond, of Hawthornden, in which there is a 
jumble of many languages moulded, as if it were all 
in Latin, is well known. Mr. Langton made us laugh 
heartily at one in the Grecian mould, by Joshua 
Barnes, in wiiich are to be found such comical Anglo- 
Iielknisms as li.Xv/3/3oicnv ^/SavgOev : they were banged 
with clubs. 


^ [Dr. Johnson was right in supposing that this kind of poetry 
derived its name from macckerone. Ars ista poetica (sa}‘s Merlin 
Coccaie, whose true name was Theophilo Folengo,) iiuncupatiir 
ARS MACAEONICA, a macaro 7 iihus derivata ; qui macaf‘o?ies sunt 
quoddampiilmentum, forina, caseo, butyrocompaginatum, grosstrm, 
rude, et rust i can uni. Ideo macaronica nil nisi grossedinem, rudi- 
tatem, et vocabulazzos debet in se continere.” Warton’s Hist, of 
Eng, Poet. ii. 357. Folengo's assumed name was taken up in con- 
sequence of his having been instructed in his youth by Virago 
Coccaio. — He died in 1544. —M.J 
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On Wednesday, April 15, I dined witli Dr. Joiinsofi 
at M'r. Dilly’s, and was in high spirits, for I had been 
a good part of the morning with Mr. Orine, tfie aijie 
and eloquent historian of -Hindostan, win; expressed 
;i great adiriiration of Johnson. ‘‘ I i.lo not care (said 
he.) on what subject Johnson talks ; but 1 lo\'e better 
to hear him talk than any body. He either gives you 
new thoughts, or a new colouring. It is a shame to 
dm nation that he has not been more libera lit’ rewarded. 
Had I been George the Third, and thought as he did 
about America, 'I would have given Johnson three 
hiindred a year for his ‘ Taxation no Tyranny,’ alone.” 
I repeated this, and Johnson was much pleased witii 
such praise from such a man as Ornie. 

At Mr. Dilly’s to-day were IMrs. Knowles, the 
ingenious Quaker lady,'^- ]\Iiss Seward, the poetess of' 
Ivichfield, the Reverend Dr. Mayo, and the Rev. Mr. 
Beresfbrd, lutor to the Duke of Bedford. Before 
clinrier Dr. Johnson seized upon Mr. Charles S'heri- 
dan’s - Account of the late Revolution in Sweden,” 
and seemed to read it ravenously, as if he devoured it, 
^vhich w'as to ail appearance his method of studying. 

‘‘ He knows how to read better than any one {said 
Mrs. Knowles); he gets at thC' substance of a book 
directly ; he tears out the heart of it.” He kept it 
wrapt up in the table-cloth in his lap during the time 
of dirmer, from an avidity to have one entertainment 
iii readiness w'hen he should have finished another : 
resembling (if I may use so coarse a simile) a dog 
who holds a bone in his paws in reserve, while he eats 
something else which has been thrown to him. 

The subject of cookery having been very naturally 
introduced at a table where Johnson, who boasted 
of the niceness of his palate, owned that “ he always 
found a good dinner,” he said, ‘‘ I could write a better 
book of cookery than has ever yet been written ; it 

^ Dr. Johnson, describing her needle-work in one of liis letters to 
Mrs. 'I hrale, voJ. i. p. 326, uses the learned word suiile ; which Mrs, 
Thrale has mistaken, and made the phrase injurious by writing 
“/by' A’ pictures." 

- [The eider brother of R. B. Sheridan, Esq. He died in 1806. 
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should be a book upon philosophical principles. Phar- 
macy is now made much more simple. Cookery may 
be made so too. A prescription which is now com- 
pounded of five ingredients had formerly fifty in it. 
So in cookery, if the nature of the ingredients be w’eii 
known much fewer will do. Then, as you cannot 
make bad meat good, I would tell what is the best 
butcher’s meat, the best beef, the best pieces ; how to 
choose young fowls; the proper seasons of different 
vegetables ; and then how to roast and boil and com- 
pound.” Dilly. ‘‘ Mrs. Glasse’s ‘ Cookery,’ which is 
the best, was written by Dr. Hill. Half the trade 
know this.” Johnson. “Well, Sir. This shews ho\v 
much better the subject of Cookery may be treated 
by a philosopher. I doubt if the book be written by 
Dr. Hill ; for in Mrs. Glasse’s ‘ Cookery,’ which I 
have looked into, salt-petre and sal-prunella are spoken 
of as different substances, 'whereas sal-pruneila is only 
salt-petre burnt on charcoal; and Hill could not be 
ignorant of this. Plowever, as the greatest part of 
such a book is made by transcription, this mistake 
may have been carelessly adopted. But you shall 
see 'what a Book of Cookery 1 shall make ! I shall 
agree with Mr, Dilly for the copy-right.” Miss 
Seward. ‘^That would be Plercules with the distaff 
indeed.” Johnson. “ No, Madam. Women can spin 
very well ; but they cannot make a good book of 
Cookery.” 

Johnson. ‘‘ O 1 Mr. Dilly — you must know that an 
English Benedictine Monk at Paris has translated 
The Duke of Berwick’s Memoirs,’ from the original 
French, and has sent them to me to sell. I offered 
them to Strahan, who sent them back with this 
.answer : — ^ That the first book he had published was 
the Duke of Berwick’s Life, by which he had lost : 
and he hated the name : ’ — Now I honestly tell you 
that Strahan has refused them ; but I also honestly 
tell you that he did it upon no principle, for he never 

^ As Physicians are called the Faculty, and Counsellors at Law 
ihe Prafesnon, the Booksellers of London are denominated the 
Trade. Johnson disapproved of these denominations. 
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looked into- them.’' -Dilly. Are they well translated, 
Sir?” J0HNS0.N. ‘*Why, Sir,. ve.rY well— -in ,a .style 
Very eiirrent and very clear. I have written to the 
Dciiedictine to give me an answer upon two points; — 
What evidence is there that the letters are aiitheiitick ? 
(for if they are not aiithent.ick they are nothing ;) — 
And ho\N- long will it be before the original French is 
published? For if the French edition is not to appear 
fora considerable time- the translation will be almost 
as valuable as an original book. They wili make two 
voliiiiies in octavo ; and I have undertaken to correct 
every sheet as it comes from the press.” Air. .Dilly 
desired to see them, and said he would send for them. 
He asked Dr. Johnson -if he would write a Preface tO' 
them. I0.HNS0N. “ No, Sir. The Benedictines were 
very kind to me, and Fli do what I undertook to do; 
but I will not mingle my name with them. I am to- 
gai.ii nothing by them. Fli turn them loose upon the 
world, and let them take their chance.” Dr. Mayo. 

“ Pray, Sir, are Ganganelii’s letters authentick ? ” 
Johnson. “No, vS.ir. Voltaire put the same -question 
to the editor of them that I did to Afacpherson — 
Where are the originals ? ” 

Airs. Knowles affected to complain that men had 
much more liberty allowed them than women. John- 
son. “ 'Why, Aladam, women have all the liberty they 
should 'wish to have. We have all the labour and the 
danger, and the women ail the advantage. We go to 
sea, we build houses, we do every thing, in short, to 
pay our court to the women.” AIrs. Knowles. “ The 
Doctor reasons very wittily, but not convincingly. 
Now', take the instance of building: the mason’s wife., 
if she is ever seen in liquor, is ruined ; the mason may 
get himself drunk as often as he pleases, wdth little 
'loss of character; nay, may let his wife and children 
sta,rve.” Johnson. “ Madam, you must consider, if 
the mason does get himself drunk, and let hi s wife 
and children starve, the parish will oblige him to find 
security for their maintenance. We have different 
modes of restraining - evil. . Stocks for the men, a 
ducking-stool for w'omen, and a pound for beasts. 


I77S LIBERT? FOR WOMEN 251 

If we require more perfection from women than from 
ourselves, it is doing them honour. And women have 
not the same temptations that we have ; they may 
always live in virtuous company: men must mix in 
the w'orld indiscriminately. If a woman has no in- 
clination to do what is WTong, being secured from it 
is no restraint to her. I am at liberty to walk into 
the Thames ; but if I were to try it my friends would 
restrain me in Bedlam, and I should be obliged to 
them.’' Mrs. Knowles. Still, Doctor, I cannot 
help thinking it a hardship that more indulgence is 
allowed to men than to women. It gives a superiority 
to men, to which I do not see how they are entitled.” 
Johnson. It is plain, Madam, one or other must 
have the superiority. As Shakspeare says, ‘If two 
men ride on a horse, one must ride behind.’” Dilly. 
“ I suppose, Sir, Mrs. Knowles would have them ride 
in panniers, one on each side.” Johnson. “Then,, 
Sir, the horse would thro\v them both.” Mrs. 
Knowles. “ Well, I hope that in another world the 
sexes will be equal.” Boswell. “ That is being too 
ambitious, Madam. JVe might as well desire to be 
equal with the angels. We shall all, I hope, be happy 
in a future state, but we must not expect to be ail 
happy in the same degree. It is enough if we be 
happy according to our several capacities. A worthy 
carman will get to heaven as well as Sir Isaac New- 
ton. Yet, though equally good, they will not have the 
same degrees of happiness. Johnson. “ Probably 
not.” ^ 

Upon this subject I had once before sounded him, 
by mentioning the late Reverend Mr. Brown of 
Utrecht’s image; that a great and small glass, though 
equally full, did not hold an equal quantity ; which 
he threw out to refute David Hume’s saying that a 
little miss, going to dance at a ball, in a fine new- 
dress, was as happy as a great oratour, after having 
made an eloquent and applauded speech. After some 

[See on this question Bishop Hall's Epistles, Dec. iii. Epist. 6, 
“Of the different degrees of heavenly glory, and of our mutual 
knowledge of each other above. " — M.] 
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thoi-jht, Johnson said,^ come over to the iiar.son." 
-Is an instance of coincidence of thinking, Mr. IiiilV 
toki me that Dr.^Kiog, a late dissenting minister in 
i.ondon, said to him, upon the happiness in a future 
slate of good men of different ca])adties, pail does 
not hold so much as a tub : but, if it be egiually fiili, it 
nas no reason to complain. KYery Saint in heaven 
wii. have as much happiness as he can hold.'” Mr, 
Milly thought this a clear, though a familiar illiistra- 
iion ot the pihrase, “One star (lilieretli from another 
m brightness.” 

having asked lohnson’s opinion of Soaiiie 

Jenps’s “View of the Internal. Evidence of the 
i-hiistian Religion;” — Johnson. “ I think it a pretty 
■^)ook ; not very theological indeed ; and there seems 
to be an affectation of ^ease and carelessness, as if it 
Acie not suitable to his character to be veiy serious 
about the matter.’' Boswell. “He may have in- 
tended this to introduce his book the better among 
genteel peorff e, who might be , unwilling to read too 
giave a treatise. There is a general levity in the age. 
We have physicians now with bag- wigs; may we not 
nave airy divines, at least somewhat" less solemn in 
hieir appearance than they used to be?” Johnson. 

Jenyns might mean as you say.” Boswell. “ Ybn 
sfiotild like his book, Mrs. Knowles, as it maintains, 
courage is not a Christian 
virtue. - Li Rs. Knowles. “Yes, indeed, I like him 
.aiere ; l^it 1 cannot agree with him that friendship is ^ 
not a Christian virtue.” Johnson. “ Why, Madam 
sh-ictly speaking, he is right. All friendship is prefer- 
ring the interest of a friend, to the neglect, or, perhaps, 
agains^he interest of others; so that an old Greek , 
saicb He that has/ne/i(^s has no friend: Now Chris- ^ 
tianity recommends universal benevolence, — to con- ; 
sider all men as our brethren; which is contrary to 
the virtue ot friendship, as described by the ancient 
philosophers. Surely, Madam, your sect must approve 
of t ins- for you call all mzn friends:' Mrs. Knowi.es 
■ Ae are commanded to do good to all men, ‘but 

’ [See voJ. 1. p. 389, where also this subject is discussed.— .Vt.j i 
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.s wrfe enough » Mrs. Kh-meiis. ■“ °S 
our haviour had twelve Anostles vf.t ti ’ 

whom he /mr/. John was^called’' the 
Jesus loved.’” foHg^-so^^ S e ''f r 

mgnantly) “Very w_ell, indeed, Madam’ hit 
said very well.” Boswell “ .a i ou nau 

Pra,y, Sir, had you ever thought* of ■ 5,, 

•‘ I had not, Sir.” ™gnt ot it? Johnso*., 

From this pleasing subject he T I-nr,, 

.hy, mad. .sudden .ransL .o'o.L "'"“S'; 
was a violent aggressor; for he said “ r . 
to love all mankind, „„ AmeriJn ’'\.?hf 

“breathed out threatenings S ■> 

tliem Rascals— Robbers-^Pirates • » and ' i 
he’d “burn and destroy them ’’ Miss 
ing .0 him ,vi,h mild L s£dy "“JS S' 
bir, this IS an instance that we ®“d, 

violent against those, whom we have injiref-Te' 
was irritated still more by this delintp n,. i 1 ^ 
reproach ; and roared out another tremend 
which one might fancy conld be S ^ 
Atlantick. During this tempest I sat in o-rpat'°^^ 
ness, lamenting his heat of temper • till ""h 
I diverted his attention to other tonicks ' ^ 



254 -LIFE OF fJR. JOJINSON 177 S 

of the Deity,'' Johnson, You are surer that you are 
free than yoir are of prescience ; you are surer that 
you can. lift up your finger or .not as you please than 
you are of any conclusion from a deduct! oii of reason- 
ing. But let us consider a little the ofjjectiori from 
prescience. It is certain I am either to go home to- 
iiigi'it or not ; that does not prewnt my freedom.” 
Boswkll. ‘‘That it is certain you are c/Z/h:’;' to go home 
or not does not prevent your freedom : because the 
liberty of choice between the two is compatible with 
liuit certainty. But if tm' of these events be certain 
you have no future power of volition. If it be 
■certain you are to go home to-night, you, must go 
home.” Johnson. “ if I am well acquainted with a 
inaiij I can judge with great probability how' he will act 
in any case, without his being restrained by my judg- 
ing. God may have this pjrobability increased to 
certainty.” Boswell. “ When it is increased to 
ceriaiuty freedom ceases, because that cannot be 
certainly foreknow'n wh.ich is not certain at the time ; 
but if it be certain at the time it is a contradiction in 
terms to maintain that there can be afterwards any 
eontingeney dependent upon the exercise of will or any 
thing else.” Johnson. ‘‘ All theory is against the 
freedom of the w:ill ; ail experience for it.” — I did not 
push the subject any farther. I was glad to find him 
so mild in discussing a question of the most abstract 
nature, involved with theological tenets, which he gene- 
rally would not suffer to be in any degree opposed.^ 

Ble, as usual, defended luxury : “ You cannot spend 
iiione}' in luxury without doing good to the poor. 
Nay, you do more good to them by spending it in 
luxury, you make them exert indtistry, whereas by 
giving it you keep them idle. I own, indeed, there 
may be more virtue in giving it immediately in charity 
than in spending it in luxury; though there may be 
pride in that too.” Miss Seward asked if this w^as 

^ If my readers are disturbed by this thorny question, I 

beg recommend to them Letter 69 of Montesquieu's Lettres 

Persmms ; and the late Mr. John Palmer of Islington’s Answer to 
iir. 1'h'iestley's mechanical arguments for what he absurdly calls 
” Philosophical necessity." 
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not .Mandeviile’s doctrine of “ private vices publick 
benefits.” Johnson. ‘‘ The fallacy of that book is 
that Mandeville defines neither vices nor benefits. 
He reckons among vices every thing that gives 
pleasure. He takes the narrowest system of morality^ 
monastick morality, which holds pleasure itself to be a 
vice, such as eating salt with our fish, because it makes 
it eat better ; and he reckons wealth as a publick 
benefit, which is by no means always true. Pleasure 
of itself is not a vice. Having a garden, which we all 
know to be perfectly innocent, is a great pleasure, 
At the same time, in this state of being there are 
many pleasures vices, which however are so immedi- 
ately agreeable that we can hardly abstain from them. 
The happiness of Pleaven will be that pleasure and 
virtue will be perfectly consistent. Mandeville puts 
the case of a man who gets drunk at an alehouse, 
and says it is a publick benefit, because so much 
money is got by it to the publick. But it must be 
considered that all the good gained by this, through 
the gradation of alehouse-keeper, brewer, maltster, and 
farmer, is overbalanced by the evil caused to the man 
and his family by his getting drunk. This is the way 
to try what is vicious, by ascertaining whether more 
evil than good is produced by it upon the whole, 
which is the case in all vice. It may happen that 
good is produced by vice, but not as vice ; for instance, 
a robber may take money from its owner, and give it 
to one who will make a better use of it. Here is good 
produced ; but not by the robbery as robbery, but as 
translation of property. I read Mandeville forty, or, 
I believe, fifty years ago. He did not puzzle me ; he 
opened my views into real life very much. No, it is 
dear that the happiness of society depends on virtue. 
In Sparta theft was allowed by general consent ; theft, 
therefore, was/im^ not a crime, but then there was no 
security ; and wdat a life must they have had when 
there was no security. Without truth there must be a 
dissolution of society. As it is, there is so little truth 
that we are almost afraid to trust our ears ; but how 
should w^e be if falsehood were multiplied ten times i 
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Sut'ifri}* is htld together by comniiinication and infornia- 
ihni: and 1 .remember this reinark of Sir Thomas 
brown’s, the devils lie? No: for then Hell 

< «.*uld not subsist.’' 

'Talking of iMiss , a literary lady, he said, “ 

was obliged to speak to iMiss Reynolds, to let her 
know that I desired she would not flatter me so 
iiiuchT Somebody now observed, She .flatters 
(jarrick.’' Johnson. “ She is in t.l:ie right to flatter 
(darrick. She is in the right for two reasons ; first, 
beeaiise she has the world with her, who have been 
[)raising Garrick these thirty years ; and secondly, 
because she is rewarded for it by Garrick. W,hy 
slioiild she flatter me’i I can do .nothing .for her. Let 
her carry her praise to a better market. (Then turning 
to Mrs. Knowles.) You, ]\Iadam, have been flattering 
.me all the evening ; I wish you ^vould give Boswell a. 
little now. If you knew his merit as well as I do^ 
you would say a great deal ; he is the best travelling' 
companion in the world.” 

Somebody mentioned the Reverend Mr. Mason’s^' 
prosecution of Mt. Murray, the bookseller, for .having 
inserted in a collection of ‘‘ Gray’s Poems ” only fifty 
lines, of which Mr. Mason had still the exclusive pro* 
])erty, 'tinder the statute of Queen Anne ; and that Air. 
Mason had persevered, notwithstanding his beings 
requested to name his own terms of compensation.’ 
Johnson signified his displeasure at Mr. Mason’s con- | 
duct very strongly ; but added, by way of shewing 
that he wars not surprized at it, “ Aiason’s a Whig.” 
Mrs. Knowles, (not hearing distinctly :) “What! a | 
Prig, Sir ? ” Johnson. Worse, Madam ; a Whig 1 1 

But he is both ! ” I 

I expressed a honour at the thought of death. Mrs. j 
Knowles. Nay, thou should’st not have a honour ! 
for what is the gate of life.” Johnson, (standing upon 
the hearth, rolling about, with a serious, solemn, and : 

somewfoat gloomy air:) “No rational man can die I 

without uneasy apprehension.” , AIrs. Knowles. “ The^ ; 

^ See " A letter to W. Mason, A.M. from J. Murray, Bookseller | 
In London; *' 2d edition, p. 20. i 
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vScriptiires tell us, ‘The righteous shall have in 
bis death. Johnson. “Yes, Aladsim; that is, he 
shall not have despair. But, consider, his hope of 
salvation must be founded on the terms on which it 
is promised that the mediation of our Saviour shall 
be applied to us, — namely, obedience ,* and where 
; obedience has Liiled, then, as suppletory to it, repent- 
ance. But what man can say that his obedience 
! has been such as he would approve of in another, or 
even in himself upon close examination, or that his 
repentance has not been such as to require being 
repented of No man can be sure that his cbedieiice 
and repentance will obtain salvation.” Mrs. Knowles. 
“ But divine intimation of acceptance may be made to 
the soul.” Johnson. “ Madam, it may : but I should 
I not think the better of a man who should tell me on 
his deathbed he was sure of salvation. A man cannot 
I be sure himself that he has divine intimation of accept- 
I aiice ; much less can he make others sure that he has 
I it.” Boswell. “ Then, Sir, we must be contented to 
I acknowledge that death is a terrible thing.” Johnson. 
j “ Yes, Sir. I have made no approaches to a state 

I which can look on it as not terrible.” Mrs. Knowles, 

I (seeming to enjoy a pleasing serenity in the persuasion 
I of benignant divine light :) “ Does not St. Paul say, 

^ ‘ I have fought the good fight of faith, I have finished 

I my course ; henceforth is laid up for me a crowm of 
life?’” Johnson. “ A’es, Madam; but here w’as a 
man inspired, a man who had been converted by super- 
natural interposition.” Boswell. “ In prospect death 
is dreadful : but in fact w^e find that people die easy.” 
Johnson. “ Why, Sir, most people have not 
much of the matter, so cannot sm> much, and it is 
supposed they die easy. Few' believe it certain they 
are then to die ; and those who do set themselves to 
behave w ith resolution, as a man does "who is going 
to be hanged he is not the less unwilling to be 
hanged.” Miss Seward. “ There is one mode of the 
fear of death which is certainly absurd .• and that is 
the dread of annihilation, wTich is only a pleasing 
sleep without a dream.” Johnson. “ It is neither 

VOT- rr 
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pi«?asi,Mg 5ior duep; it is iioFiing. Xow men. exjOt 
ence is so .oiudi . better than nothiiy timl oniMvoLiIii 
ral'htrr exist evenjn pain than not exiNL-;* Bn^WKui,, 
'* li annihilation oe nothing, then exisring in pain is 
nut.j, compiU’atiVe states out is a positive evil, which I 
e!inno|' tauix we snotiid choose. I must be allowed 
>o o.iitei iiei.c, and it woul-J lessen ilie ho|>e of a ftituTe 
Stviiu juiuideu on tne argiimenl ttial the Su[a‘eme Beino, 
n-s gooa as he is great, will hei'ealter compensate 
;ra-^o:n* pr<j<ent sufferings in this life. For if existence, 
SUCH as we liave it here, be coniparai ively a good, v'e 
nave no reason to complain, though ik) more 'of it 
snoiild lie given to us. But if our only slate of exist- 
aice were in jliis world, then we iiiiglrL vriih some 
icasoii complain tnat we are so dissatisfied with our 
mi^yments compared with our desires.” Johnson. 

coniliunds annihilation, which is nothing, 
y»ita tne apprenension of it, which is dreadful. It Is 
in tae apprenension ol: it that the horrour.of annihila- 
tion consists.’' 


Oi JolW W esley he said, “ He can talk well on any 
subject. Boswell. “ Pray, Sir, what ha.s he made of 
.lis story oi^ a ghost pHNso.v. “ W'hy, Sir, he 

believes it ; out not on sufficient authority. He did 
not luxe time enough to examine the, girl. It was at 
.Hcw castle wnere the ghost was said to have appeared 
to a young woman several times, mentioning some- 
tliiog aooiit the right to an old house, advising appli- 
cation to be made to an attorney, which was done • 
and, at the same time, saying the attorney would do 
no til mg, which proved to be the fact. 'This (says 
johny is a proof ^ that a ghost knows our thoughts.’ 
ixow Ilaugbmg) it is not necessary to know our 
triougats to ^ tell that an attorney will sometimes do 
notmog. Cnarles \Vesley, who is a more stationary 
man, cues not believe the story. I am sorry that 
John did not take more pains to enquire into the 
evidence frm Miss Seward, (with an incredulous 
smile:) V\hat, Sir ! about a ghost ? ” JohnsoxN, (with 
solemn. ^hemence :) » Yes, Madam : qhis is a quekion 
■yhich, alter fiv^e thousand years, is yet undecided; a 
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question, whether in theology or philosophy, one of 
the most important that can come before the human 
understanding.” 

Mrs. Knowles mentioned, as a proselyte to Quaker- 
ism, Miss ~ — 3 a young lady well known to Dr. John- 
son, tor whom he had shewn much affection; while 
she ever had, and still retained, a great respect for 
him. Mrs. Knowles at the same time took an oppor- 
tunity of letting him know that the amiable young 
creature wvas sorry at finding that he was offended at 
her leaving the Church of England, and embracing a 
simpler faith and, in the gentlest and most persuasive 
manner, solicited his kind indulgence for what was 
sincerely a matter of conscience. Johnson, (frowming 
very angrily,) Madam, she is an odious wench. She 
could not have any proper conviction that it was her 
duty to change her religion, which is the most important 
of all subjects, and should be studied with all care, and 
with^all the helps we can get. She knew no more of 
the Church which she left, and that which she embraced, 
than she did of the difference between the Copernican 
and Ptolemaick systems.” Mrs. Knowles. She bad 
the New Testament before her.” Johnson. Madam, 
she could not understand the New Testament, the 
most difficult book in the world, for which the study 
of a life is required.” Mrs. Know’les, “ It is clear 
as to essentials.” Johnson. ‘‘But not as to contro- 
versial points. The heathens were easily converted, 
because they had nothing to give up ; but we ought 
not, without very strong conviction indeed, to desert 
the religion in which w^e have been educated. That 
is the religion given you, the religion in wffiich it may 
be said Providence has placed you. If you live con- 
scientiously in that religion you may be safe. But 
errour is dangerous indeed, if you err when you choose 
a religion for yourself.” Mrs. Knowles. “ Must we 
then go by implicit faith ? ” Johnson. “Why, Madam, 
the greatest part of our knowledge is implicit faith ; 
and, as to^religion, have we heard all that a disciple 
of Confucius, all that a Mahometan, can say for 
himselt ? ” He then rose again into passion, and 
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attacked the young proselyte in tlie severest terms of 
rei)roadi, so tlrat both the ladies seemed to be much 
sliockedS 

We remained together till it was pretty late. Nof> 
w'hhstaiuling occasional explosions of violence, we 
Were all delighted upon the whole with Johnson. I 
compared him at this time to a warm West-Iiidian 
climate, where you have a bright sun, quick Vegeta^ 
tioii, luxuriant foliage, luscious ; but where the 

same heat sometimes produces thunder, lightning, and 
earthquakes, in a terrible degree. 

April 17, being Good-Friday, I waited on Johnson, 
as usual. I observed at breakfast that, although it 
was a part of his abstemious discipline on this most 
Sfdemn fast to take no milk in his tea, yet when 'Mrs. 
Desmoulins inadvertently poured it in he did not reject 
it. I talked of the strange indecision of mind, and 
imbecility in the common occurrences of life, which 
we may observe in some people. Johnson. “'Why, 
Sir, I am in the habit of getting others to do things 
for me.” Boswell. “ What, Sir I have you that weak- 
ness?” Johnson. “Yes, Sir. But I always think after- 
wards I should have done better for myself.” 

1 told him that at a gentleman’s house where there 
was thought to be such extravagance or bad manage- 
iiieiit that he was living much beyond his income, his 
lad)' had objected to the cutting of a pickled mango, 

* Mrs. Knowles, not satisfied with the fame of her needlew^ork, 
llie sHiiie pictures" mentioned by Johnson, in which she has i 
indeed displayed much dexterity, nay, with the fame of reasoning i 
better than women generally do„ as 1 have fairly shewn, her to have 
done, communicated to me a Dialogue of considerable length, which 1 
after many years had elapsed she wrote down as having passed j 
between Dr. Johnson and her at this interview. As 1 had not the ; 
!i';'ist recollection of it, and did not find tlie .smallest trace of it in ! 
Hi)' Record taken at the time, I could not in consistency with my | 
firui regard to authenticity insert it in rny work. It has, however, I 
bc;en publi.shed in “The Gentlemans Magai:iiie ” for June 1791. ! 

It chiefly relates to the principles of the sect called Quakers; and I 
no doubt tlie lady appears to have greatly tiie ad 'ran (.age of Dr. i 
Johnson in argument as well as e.xpression. Frf.)m wi'iat I have 
now stated, and from the internal evidence of tlie paper itself, i 
any one who may have the curiosity to peruse it will judge 
whether it was Wrong in me to reject it, however willing to gratify : 
Mrs. ' Knowles. ' ■ W \ 
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and that I had taken an opportunity to ask the. price 
of it, and found it was only two shillings ; so here 
was a very poor saving. Johnson. “ Sir, that is the 
blundering ceconomy of a narrow understanding. It 
is stopping one hole in a sieve.’' 

I expressed some inclination to publish an account 
of my Travels upon the continent of Europe, for which 
I had a variety of materials collected. Johnson. I 
do not say, vSir, you may not publish 3'our travels; 
but I give you my opinion that you w-ould lessen your- 
self by it. What can you tell of countries so well 
known as those upon the continent of Europe vrhich 
you have visited?” Boswell. ^‘But I can give an 
entertaining narrative, with many incidents, anecdotes, 
jeux (T esprit^ and remarks, so as to make very pleasant 
reading.” Johnson. “Why, vSir, most modern travel- 
lers in Europe who have published their travels have 
been laughed at : I would not have you added to the 
number.^ The world is now not contented to be 
merely entertained by a traveller’s narrative; they 
want to learn something. Now some of my friends 
asked me why I did not give some account of my 
travels in France. The reason is plain ; intelligent 
readers had seen more of France than I had. You 
might have liked my travels in France, and The Club 
might have liked them ; but, upon the wliole, there 
w’ould have been more ridicule than good produced 
by them.” Boswell. “I cannot agree with you, Sir. 
People would like to read what you say of any thing. 
Suppose a face has been painted by fifty painters 
before; still we love to see it done by Sir Joshua.” 
Johnson. “True, Sir, but Sir Joshua cannot paint a 
face when he has not time to look on it.” Boswell. 
“ Sir, a sketch of any sort by him is valuable. And, 
Sir, to talk to you in your own style (raising my voice, 
and shaking my head,) you should have given us your 
Travels in France. I am sure! am right, and 
an end on tY 

i I believe, however, I shall follow my own opinion ; for the 
world has shewn a very flattering partiality to my writings on 
many occasions. 
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I said to him that it was certainly true, as my friend 

Dsnipster had observed in his letter to me upon the 
sui)ject, that a great part of what \i'as in his “ Journey 
to^ the \Vestern Islands of Scotland ” had been in his 
mind before^ he left London. Johnson. “ AVhy yes, 
Sir, the topicKS were; and books of travels will be 
good hi proportion to what a niati ha.s previously in 
his mind ; his knowing what to obseri-e ; ‘liis nower of 
i-ontrasting one mode of life with another. ' As the 
Sp.anish proverb says, ‘ He who would bring home 
the wealth of the Indies, niu.st carry the wealth of the 
Indies with him.' .So it is in travelling ; a man must 
carry knowledge with him if he would bring home 
knowledge.” Boswell. “ 'I’he proverb, I suppose. 
Sir, means, he must carry a large stock with him to 
trade with.” John.son. “Yes, Sir.” 

It was a delightful day : as we walked to St. 
Clement’s church I again remarked that Fleet-street 
was the niost cheerful scene in the world. “Fleet- 
street (said I,; is in my mind more delightful than 
Johnson. “Ay, .Sir; but let it be compared 

with Mull. 

There was a very numerous congregation to-day at 
St. Clement’s church, which Dr. Johnson said he'ob- 

served wuh pleasure. 

And now I am to give a pretty full account of one i 
of tae most curious incidents in Johnson’s life, of which i 
he himself has made the following minute on this dav • i 
in my return from church I was accosted bv Edwards ' 
an old fellow-collegian, who had not seen' me since 
1729. He knew me. and asked if I remembered one ■ 
Edwards; I did not at first recollect the name, but 
gradually as we walked along recovered it, and told i 
mm a conversation that had passed at an alehouse ; 
between us. My purpose is to continue our acquaint- ' 

It was in Butcher-row that this meeting happened, 
i Ir. Edwards, who was a decent-looking elderly man 
in grey clothes, and a .wig of many curls, accosted : 

2 Prayers and Meditations, p. 164, j 
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Johnson with familiar confidence, knowing who he 
was, while Johnson returned his salutation with a 
courteous formality, as to a stranger. But as soon as 
Edwards had brought to his recollection their having 
been at Pembroke-College together nine-and-fort}’ 
years ago he seemed much pleased, asked where he 
lived, and said he should be glad to see him in Bolt- 
court. Edw-ards. Ah, Sir I we are old men now.” 
Johnson, (who never liked to think of being old:) 
“Don’t let us discourage one another.” Eiavards. 
“■ Why, Doctor, you look stout and hearty. I am liappy 
to see you so ; for the newspapers told us you were 
very ill.” Johnson. “Ay, Sir, they are always telling 
lies of ns oidfelhncsJ^ 

■Wishing to be present at more of so singular a con- 
versation as that between two fellow-collegians who 
had lived forty years in London without ever having 
chanced to meet, I whispered to Mr. I£d wards that 
Dr. Johnson was going home, and that he had better 
accompany him now. So Edwards walked along with 
iiSj I eagerly assisting to keep up the conversation. 
Mr. Edwards informed Dr. Johnson that he had prac- 
tised long as a solicitor in Chancery, but that he now 
lived in the country upon a little farm, about sixty 
acres, just by Stevenage in Hertfordshire, and that he 
came to London (to Barnard’s Inn, No. 6,) generally 
twice a week. Johnson appearing to be in a reverie, 
Mr. Edwards addressed himself to me, and expatiated 
on the pleasure of living in the country, Bosv/ell. 
“ I have no notion of this, Sir. What you have to 
entertain you is, I think, exhausted in half an hour.” 
Ed'wards. “ What ? don’t you love to have hope 
realized ? I see my grass, and my corn, and my trees 
growing. Now, for instance, I am curious to see if 
this frost has not nipped my fruit-trees.” Johnson, 
(who w'e did not imagine was attending :) “You find, 
Sir, you have fears as well as hopes.”— So well did 
he see the whole, when another saw but the half of a 
subject. 

When Ave got to Dr. Johnson’s house, and wxu'e 
seated in his library, the dialogue went on admirablv. 
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Edu^;\rds. “ Sir, I remerrilier 3*011 ^^vrjulil ncil it/J, 

Kiv at College. For even then, Sir, (iiirniog 

I } osf;, j he was delicate in languagj, and we ail feared 
liim.'" ^ J'niNSOX, (to Edwaa-ds :) “ Fro!n your ’navir-g 
iiraciisudi toe laiv long, Sir, I presiiinc you must be 
deiif' Fuavards. “No, Sir; 1 got a good ileal of 
Morr'V : but 1 had a number of poor relations lo wlioiii 
f gave, a great part of it.'’ Johnson. Sir, you have 
bc‘;n ridi in the most valuable sense of the word.” 
IdovvA.RDs. “ But I shall not die rich.” Johnson. 
“ Nay, sure, Sir, it is better to live rich tiiaii to Fir 
ridi.’' Edwards. I wish I had continued at College.” 
Jofjxsrjx. ‘"'Why do you wish that, Sir?” Edwards. 

‘ IJiTaiise I think I should have had a much easier 
life than mine has been. I should have been a parson, 
and had a good living, like Bloxham and several others, 
and lived coinforta],}!}-.” Johnson.. “ Sir, the life of a 
parson, of a conscientious clergyman, is not easy. I 
iiave always coi'-isidered a clergyn,ian as the fat,her of a 
larger family than he is -able to maintain. .1 would 
rather liave Chancery suits upon my hands than the 
cure of souls. No, Sir, I do not envy a clergyman’s 
life as an easy life, nor do I envy the clergynian who 
makes it an easy life.” — Here, taking himself up ail of 
a sudden, he exclaimed, 1 Mr. Edwards 1 I’ll con- 
\-ince you that I recollect you. Do you remember 
our drinking together at an alehouse near Pembroke 
gate. At that time you told me of the Eton boy wiio, 
whtm verses on our Saviour’s turning water into wine 
were prescribed as an exercise, brought up a single 
line, which was highly admired : 

^ Vidit et erubuit lympha piidica Drum ’ — - 

’ Johnson said to me afterwards, “Sir/they respected me for 
literature ; and yet it was not great but by comparison. Sir, it is 
ani,i?:ing iiow little literature there is in the world.” 
y- [This line has frequently been attributed to Dryden, when a 
King’s Scholar at Westminster. But neither Eton nor Weistrivinster 
have in truth any claim to it, the line being borrowed, with a slight 
change, (as Mr. Bindley has observed to me,) from an Epigram by 
Richard Crashaw, which u'as published in his EpigramMxVTa 
Sacra, first printed at Cambridge without the authoiir's name, in 
1634, Svo. — The original is much more elegant tlian the copy, the 


1778 EPIGRAMS, PHILOSOPHY,- AND DIET 265 

and I told you of another fine line in ‘ Camden’s Re- 
mains,’ an eulogy u[)on one of our Kings, who was 
succeeded by his son, a prince of equal merit: 

‘ Mira cano, Sol occiibuig nox nulla secuta est.’ ” 

Edwards. “You are a philosopher, Dr. Johnson. 
I have tried too in my time to be a philosopher ; but, 
I don’t know how, cheerfulness was ah\uys breaking 
in.” — Mr. Burke, Sir Joshua Reynolds, M'r. Courtenay, 
Mr. Malone, and, indeed, all the eminent men to 
whom I have mentioned this, have thought it an ex- 
quisite trait of character. The truth is that philosophy, 
like religion, is too generally supposed to be hard and 
severe, at least so grave as to exclude all gaiety. 

Edwards, “ I have been twice married, Doctor. 
You, I suppose, have never known wdiat it wws to have 
a wife.” Johnson. “ Sir, I have known what it was to 
have a whfe, and (in a solemn tender faltering tone) I 
have known what it was to lose a wife.—lx. had almost 
broke my heart.” 

Edwards. “How do you live, Sir? E’er my part, 
I must have my regular meals and a glass of good wine. 
I find I require it.” Johnson. “ I now drink no wine. 
Sir. Early in life I drank wine : for many years I 
drank none. I then for some years drank a great 
deal” Edwards, “ Some hogsheads, I warrant you.” 
Johnson. “ I then had a severe illness, and left it oft] 
and I have never begun it again. I never felt any 
difference upon myself from eating one thing rather 
than another, nor from one kind of weather rather 
than another. There are people, I believe, who feel 
a dilference ; but I am not one of them. And as to 
regular meals, I have fasted from the Sunday’s dinner 
to the Tuesday’s dinner, without any inconvenience. 

water being personified, and the word on. which the point of the 
Epigram turns being reserved to the close of the line ; 

“Joann. 2. 

“Aqu.'ie in vinum versa?. 

“ Unde rubor vestris et non sua purpura lymphis? 

Qum rosa mirantes tani nova mutat aquas? 

Numen, convivoe, prresens agnoscite numen, 

Nympha pudica Deum vidit, et eriihuit," — M. i 
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I believe it is best to eat just as one is hungry : but 
a man who is in biisinessj or a man wlio has a famil\, 
must have stated meals. I am a str^iggler. I may 
leave this town, and go to Grand Caii'e) witlioui living 
missed he.re o.r obse.rved there.'” Kowarus. Don't 
you cat siipperj Sir?*’ JV..)hxson. ‘0\bjj Sir.” Ei»- 
WAROS. '‘ For niy parp nowg I consider siip[jer as a 
tiiimpike through wliich one iiiii.si pa>s in order to get 
to ocd. m ■ 

“ You are a lawyer, Mir. Edwards. 
Lawyers know life practically. A bookish man should 
always have them, to converse with. 'They have what 
he wauls.” .E.dvv.vrds. “1 am grovii ok! : Lam sixty- 
five,” JoUNsON. “ I shall be sixty-ni.ne next birth-da)'. 
Come, Sir, drink' water, and put in for -a hundred.” 

Mr. Edwards mentioned a gentleman who had left 
bis whole fo.rtune to Pembroke College. Jo,hnson. 
“ W'hether to leave one’s \vhole fortune to a College 
be rigiit must depend upon circiiiiistances, I would 
leave the interest of the fortune I bequeathed to a 
College to my relations or friends for their lives. 
It is the same thing to a College, winch is a permanent 
society, whether it gets the money now or twenty 
years hence; and I w'ouid wash to make my relations 
or friends feel the benefil of it.” 

This interview confirmed my opi,iiion of Johnson’s 
mo.^t humane and benevolent heart. His cordial and 
[‘lacid behaviour to an old fellow collegian, a man so 
different from himself; and his telling him that he 
would go down to his farm and visit him, sheaved a 
kindness of disposition very rare at an advanced age. 
He observed “ how w'onderfiil it was that they had 
both been in London forty years without having ever 
once met, and both walkers in the street too 1 ” Mr. 
Edwards, when going away, again recurred to liis con- 
sciousness of senility, and looking full in Johnson’s 
face said to him, “ You’ii find in Dr. Young, 

‘O my coevals ! remnants of yourselves,’” 

^ i am not absolutely sure but this was my own suggestion, 
tiiougli it is truly in the character of Ethwards. 
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Jolinsoo did not relish this at all ; but shook his head 
with impatience. Edwards walked off seemingly 
highly pleased W’ith the honour of having been thus 
noticed by Dr. Johnson. When he was gone I said 
to Johnson I thought him but a weak man. John'- 
SON. Why, yes, Sir. Here is a man who has passed 
through life without experience : yet I would rather 
have him with me than a more sensible man who will 
not talk readily. This man is always 'willing to say 
what he has to say.” Yet Dr. Johnson had himself 
by no means that willingness which he praised so 
much, and I think so justly ; for who has not felt the 
painful effect of the dreary void wiien there is a total 
silence in a company for any length of time ; or, 
which is as bad, or perhaps w'orse, when the conversa- 
tion is with difficulty kept up by a perpetual effort ? 

Johnson once observed to me, ^‘Tom Tyers de- 
scribed me the best : ^ Sir, (said he,) you are like a 
ghost : you never speak till you are spoken to.^ ” 

The gentleman whom he thus familiarly mentioned 
wms Mr. Thomas Tyers, son of Mr. Jonathan Tyers, 
the founder of that excellent place of ptiblick amuse- 
ment, Vaiixhall Gardens, Nvhich must ever be an estate 
to its proprietor, as it is peculiarly adapted to the taste 
of the English nation ; there being a mixture of 
curious shew,— gay exhibition, — musick, vocal and 
instrumental, not too refined for the general ear 
for all 'which only a shilling is paid M and, though 
last, not least, good eating and drinking for those who 
choose to purchase that regale. Mr. Thomas Tyers 
was bred to the law ; but having a handsome fortune, 
vivacity of temper, and eccentricity of mind, he coiilcl 
not confine himself to the regularity of practice. He 
therefore ran about the world with a pleasant careless- 
ness, amusing everybody by his desultory conversation. 


1 In summer, 1792, additional and more expensive decorations 
having been introduced, the price of admission- was raised to two 
shiilings. I cannot approve of this. The company may be more 
select ; but a number of the honest commonalty are, I fear, excluded 
from sharing in elegant and innocent entertainment. An attempt to 
abolish the one-shilling gallery at the play-house has been very 
properly counteracted. 
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He aboiiiKled in anecdote, but was not siifficientl}'’' 
attentive to accuracy. I therefore cannot venture to 
avail myself nmch of a biograpliical skcldi of Johnson 
which he published, being one among the ^'arioiis 
persons ambitious of appending thdr names to that 
of iiiy illustrious friend. That sketch is, iiowever, an 
entertaining little collection of fragments. Those 
wiiicli he published of Pope and Addison are of 
higher merit but his fame must chiefly rest upon his 
“ Political Conferences,” in which he introduces several 
eminent persons delivering their sentiments in the 
way of dialogue, and discovers a considerable share 
of learning, various knowledge, and discernment of 
character. This much may I be allowed to say of a 
man w'ho was exceedingly obliging to me, and who 
lived with Dr. Johnson in as easy a manner as almost, 
any of his very numerous acquaintance. 

Mr. Edwards had said to me aside that Dr. Johnson 
should have been of a profession. I repeated the 
remark to Johnson that 1 might have his own thoughts 
on the subject. Johnson. ‘‘‘ Sir, it jimdd have been 
better that I had been of a profession, I ought to 
have been a lawyer,” Boswell. I do not think, 
Sir, it would have been better, for we should not have 
had the English Dictionary.” Johnson. “ But you 
would have had Reports.” Boswell. Ay ; ' but 
there w^oiild not have been another who could have 
■written the Dictionary. There ha^e been many very 
good Judges. Suppose you had been Lord Chan- 
cellor ; you would have delivered opinions with more 
extent of mind, and in a more ornamented manner, 
than perhaps any Chancellor ever did or ever will do. 
But, I believe, causes have been as judiciously decided 
as you could have done.” Johnson. “ \Ts, Sir. Pro- 
perty has been as well settled.” 

Johnson, however, had a noble ambition floating in 
his mind, and had, undoubtedly, often speculated on 
the possibility of his supereminent powers being 
rewarded in this great and liberal country by the 
highest honours of the state. Sir William Scott informs 
me that upon the death of the late Lord Lichfield, 
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ivho was Chancellor of the University of Oxford, he 
said to Joliiison, What a pity it is, Sir, that you did 
not follow the profession of the law. You might have 
been Lord Chancellor of Great Britain and attained 
to the dignity of the peerage ; and now that the title 
of Lichfield, your native city, is extinct, you might 
have had itb' Johnson, upon this, seemed much agi- 
tated ; and, in an angry tone, exclaimed, “ Why will 
you vex me by suggesting this when it is too late ? ” 

But he did not repine at the prosperity of others. 
The late Dr. Thomas Leland told Mr. Courtenay 
that when Mr. Edmund Burke shewed Johnson his 
fine house and lands near Beaconsfield Johnson coolly 
said, JVb/^ equidem invideo ; ??iiror ?naglsd ^ 

Yet no man had a higher notion of the dignity of 
literature than Johnson, or was more determined in 
maintaining the respect which he justly considered as 
due to it. Of this, besides the general tenor of his 
conduct in society, some characteristical instances may 
be mentioned. 

He told Sir Joshua Reynolds that once, when he 
dined in a numerous company of booksellers, where, 
the room being small, the head of the table, at wLich 

^ I am not entirely without suspicion that Johnson may have felt 
a little momentary divy ; for no man loved the good things of this 
life better than he did ; and he could not but be conscious that he 
deserved a much larger share of them than he ever had. I at- 
tempted in a news-paper to comment on the above passage in the 
manner of Warburton, who must be allowed to have shewn un- 
common ingenuity in giving to any authour’s text whatever^meaning 
he chose it should carry. As this imitation may amuse my readers, 

I shall here introduce it ; 

“No saying of Dr. Johnson's has been more misunderstood 
than his applying to Mr. Burke, when he first saw him at his fine 
place at Beaconsfield, No?i eqnidem invideo ; miror magis. These 
two celebrated men had been friends for many years before Mr. 
Burke entered on his parliamentary career. They were both writers, 
both members of The Literary Club ; when, therefore, Dr. 
Johnson saw Mr. Burke in a situation so much more splendid than 
that to \vhich he himself had attained he did not mean to express 
that he thought it a disproportionate prosperity ; but while he, as a 
philosopher asserted an exemption from envy, non equidem invideo, 
he went on in the words of the poet, miror magis : thereby signify- 
ing either that he was occupied in admiring what he was glad to 
see; or, perhaps, that considering the general lot of men of 
superiour abilities, he wondered that Fortune, who is represented 
as blind, should, in this instance, have been so just.” 


270 . , LIFE OF'DR. JOHNSON , 1778 

lie sat, was almost, close to the fire, lie persevered in 
suffering a great deal of inconvenience from the iieat 
rather than quit hi.s place and let one of them sit 
above him. 

Goldsmith, in his .diverting simplicity, complained 
one day, in a mixed company, of Lord Camden. '‘1 
met him (said he) at Lord Clare’s house in the country, 
and he .took no more notice of me than if I .had been 
an ordinary man.” The company liaving laughed 
lieartily, J olinsoo ■ stood forth in defence of his friend. 

Nay, Gentlemen, (said he,) Dr. Goldsmith is in the 
right. A nobleman ought to have made up to such 
a man as Goldsmith; and I think it is much against 
Lord Camden that he neglected him.” 

Nor could he patiently endure to hear that such 
respect as he thought due only to higher intellectual 
rfualities should be bestoived on men of slighter, 
though perhaps more amusing, talents. I toki him 
that one morning, when I went to breakfast with 
Garrick, who was very vain of his intimacy with J_.ord 
Camden, he accosted me thus: — “Pray now, did you 
— did you meet a little lawyer turning the. corner, 
eh ? ” — “ No, Sir, (said 1.) Pray what do you mean 
by the question ? ” — “ ^Vhy, (replied Garrick, with an 
afected indifference, yet as if standing on tip-toe,) 
I.ord Camden has this moment left me. We liave 
had a long walk together.” Johnson*. “ Well, Sir, 
Garrick talked very properly. Lord Camden was a 
/’///a hfciver to be associating so familiarly with a 
player.” 

Sir Joshua Reynolds observed, with great truth, that 
johnsoii considered Garrick to be as it were h.i% pro- 
perty., He, would allow no man either to blame or to 
praise Garrick in his presence without contradicting 
him. : 

Having fallen into a very serious frame of mind, | 
ill which mutual expressions of kindness passed ! 
between us, such as would be thought too vain in 
me to repeat, I talked with regret of the sad inevit- j 

able certainty that one of us must survive the other. ! 

Jo.HN.soN. “Yes, Sir, that is an affecting co.nsideration, ! 


SURVIVAL OF FRIENDS 


2/1 

I leiiieniber Swift, in one' of his letters to Pope, says,' 

I intend to come over, that we may meet once more ; 
and when w'e must part, it is what Iiappens to all 
liiiman beings.” Boswell. ^'The hope that w'e shall 
see our departed friends again must support the mind/'’ 
Johnson. ‘^ Why, yes, Sir.” ^ Boswell. ‘‘There is 
a strange unwillingness to part with life, independent 
of serious fears as to futurity. A reverend friend of 
ours (naming him) tells me that he feels an uneasiness 
at the thoughts of leaving his house, his study, liis 
books.” Johnson. “ This is foolish in -‘h A 

man need not be uneasy on these grounds ; for, as he 
will retain his consciousness, he may say with the 
philosopher, Oninia mca mecum portoT Boswell. 
“ True, Sir : we may carry our books in our heads ; 
but still there is something painful in the thouglit of 
leaving for ever what has given us pleasure. I re- 
member, many years ago, when my imagination was 
warm, and I happened to be in a melancholy mood, 
it distressed me to think of going into a state of being 
in which Shakspeare’s poetry did not exist. A lady 
whom I then much admired, a very amiable woman, 
humoured my fancy, and relieved me by saying, ‘ The 
first thing you wall meet in the other, world vrill be 
an elegant copy of Shakspeare’s works presented to 
you/ ” Dr. Johnson smiled benignantly at this, and 
did not appear to disapprove of the notion. 

We went to St. Clement’s church again in the after- 
noon, and then returned and drank tea and coffee in 
Mrs. Williams’s room ; Mrs. Desmoulins doing the 
honours of the tea-table. I observed that he would 
not even look at the proof-sheet of his “ Life of 
■\Valler” on Good-Friday. 

Mr. Allen, the printer, brought a book on agricul- 
ture, which was printed, and was soon to be published. 
It was a very strange performance, the authour having 
mixed in it his own thoughts upon various topicks 
along with his remarks on plowing, sowing, and other 
farming operations. He seemed to be an absurd 
profane fellow, and had introduced in his book 

^ [See on the same siibiect, mi ^ 
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many sneers at religion, with equal ignorauce aiid 
conceit. Dr. Johnson permitted me to read soiiie 
[passages aloud. One was that he resoh'ed to work 
OP. Sunday, and did work, but he owned h,c felt simv 
weak compunction ; and he had this very ciirioiis 
rejection : — “ I was born in the wilds of Christianity, 
aiifl the brioi's and thorns still hang about me.” Dr. 
Johnson could not help laughing at this ridiculous 
image, yet was very angry at the fellow’s impiety. 

However, (said he.) the Reviewers will make him 
hang himself.” He, however, observed that formerly 
there might have ])een a dispensation obtained for 
working on Sunday in the time of harvest.” Indeed in 
ritual observances, were all the ministers of religion 
what they should be, and wliat many of them are, 
such a pjower might he wisely and safely lodged. with 
the Church. 

On Saturday, April 18, I drank tea with him. He 
praised the late Mr. Diincombe,^ of Canterbury, as a 
pleasing man. He used to come to me ; I did not 
seek much after kirn. Indeed I never sought much 
after any body.” Bo.swell. Lord Orrery, I sup- 
pose.” J0HN.S0N. ‘(No, Sir; I never went to him 
hut when he sent for me.” Boswell. ‘‘Richardson?” 
Johnson. “ Y es, Sir. . 'But I sought after George 
Psalmanazar Ihe most. I used to go and sit with 
him at an alehouse in the city.” 

I am happy to mention another instance which I 
discovered of his seeking- after a man of merit. Soon 
after the Honourable Daines Barrington had published 
his excellent “ Observations on the Statutes,” Johnson 
waited on that worthy and learned gentleman ; and, 
having told him his name, courteously said, “ I have 
read your book, Sir, with great pleasure, and wish 
to be better known to you.” Thus began an acquaint- 
ance which was continued with mutual regard as long 
as Johnson lived. 

‘ [William Duncombe, Esq, : ; He married the .sister of John 
Hughes, the poet ; was the autbour of two tragedies, and other in- 
genious productions; and died F'eb. 26, 1769, aged 79.-— M,] 

“ Hto. 1766. The worthy aiithour died many years after Johnson, 
Harcii .t3, 1800, aged about 74. — M.J 
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Talking of a recent seditious delinquent, he said, 
‘^They should set him in the pillory, that he may be 
punished in a way that would disgrace him.” I 
observed that the pillory does not always disgrace. 
And I mentioned an instance of a gentleman who I 
thought was not dishonoured by it. " Johnson. Ay, 
but he was, Sir, He could not mouth and strut as 
he used to do after having been there. People are 
not willing to ask a man to their tables wdro has stood 
in the pillory.” 

The gentleman who had dined with us at Dr. 
Fercy^ ^ came in. Johnson attacked the Americans 
with intemperate vehemence of abuse. I said some- 
thing in their favour; and added that I w^as always 
sorry when he talked on that subject. This, it seems, 
exasperated him ; though he said nothing at the time. 
The cloud was charged with sulphureous vapour, which 
was afterwards to burst in thunder. — We talked of a 
gentleman who w^as running out his fortune in London ; 
and I said, ‘AVe must get him out of it All his 
friends must quarrel with him, and that will soon 
drive him away.” Johnson. '' Nay, vSir, , we’ll send 
jw/ to him. If your company does not drive a man 
out of his house nothing will.” This was a horrible 
shock, for which there was no visible cause. I after- 
wards asked him why he had said so harsh a thing. 
Johnson. "'Because, Sir, you made me angry about 
the Americans.” Bos\vell. But why did you not 
take your revenge directly?” Johnson, (smiling) 
"Because, Sir, I had nothing ready. A man cannot 
strike till he has his w'eapons.” This was a candid 
and pleasant confession. 

He shewed me to-night his drawing-room, very 
genteelly fitted up ; and said, " Mrs. Thrale sneered 
when I talked of my having asked you and your lady 
to live at my house. I was obliged to tell her that 
you would be in as respectable a situation in my house 
as in hers. Sir, the insolence of wealth will creep out.” 
Boswell. " She has a little both of the insolence of 
wealth and the conceit of parts.” Johnson. "The 

^ See p. 240 of this volume. 
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insolence of wealth is a wretched thing; bat the r.-.n. 
ccit of parts has some fomidation. To be siire 'h 
Should not be. Bat who is without it .? ” B- ,s wei r ' 
\ ourself, S,r.” Jonie-.so.v. “Whv, I jday no'trici; 

fea high, and you only do not stoon.” 

’SVe talked of the numbers of people that sometime== 
!iaK:, _ couiposed toe household of ereat families. I 
mentioned that there were a hundred in the family of 
tne present Earl of Eglintounebs father. d 1. .Ssmt 
scennng to doubt it, I began to enumerate. “ Let us 
see .y my Lord and my L.ady two.” ioHNCso.v. ^ 

.'on, If you are to count by twos, you may bs lorn.’ 
enmugh.” Boswell. “Well, but now I add two !o 4 
a servant for each, that wiU 

TouYsor" V already.” 

JewNSON Very tnie. You get at twenty prettv 

icadih , but you will not so easily get further on 

tas} to giOi\ to seven." 

cn'?" Easter day, after the 

olemnitiesof the festival in St. Paul’s Church, I visited 

stay to dinner. I e.xpressed awash 
tJ ha%^ the arguments tor Christianity alvva3^s in readi- 

ron7>^ Ije as firm and clear 

I n,! "^I’atever, so that I need not be 

f ■ HN-sov^ “ s" it should be attacked.' 

I JH.NSJN. Sir, you cannot answer all objections Yor 
have demonstration for a Finst Cause: you ;ee he 
must be good as well as powerful, becausrthere Is 
''pSrah? otherwise, and goodness of itself 

e. tain ^hi L ""Siainst *is, what is very , 

>- Cl tain, the unhappme.ss of human life. This how- 
ever, gives us reason to hope for a future stote of 

revelation^ T,S't ”‘.n”'f '”<1 “ P”*"™ 

mli nnL T ” had often i 

human life so we?/ ’ "'opysented the misery of 

min I that if nlf’ oonvincingly to a thinking i 

TS’~ f ? f”® impression wore off, and ‘ 

Lit mjself easy, I began to .suspect some delusion i 
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Oil Monday, April 20, I found him at home in the 
morning. We talked of a gentleman who we ap>p re- 
heiided was gradually involving his circumstances by 
bad management Johnson, “Wasting a fortune is 
evaporation by a thousand imperceptible means. If 
it ivere a stream they’d stop it. YMu must speak to 
iiim. It is really miserable. Were he a gamester, it 
could be said he had hopes of winning. Were he 
a bankrupt in trade, he might have grown rich ; but 
he has neither spirit to spend nor resolution to s]:)are. 
He does not spend fast enough to have pleasure from 
it. He has the crime of prodigality and tlie wretched- 
ness of parsimony. If a man is killed in a duel, he is 
killed as many a one has been killed; but it is a sad 
thing for a man to lie down and die ; to bleed to 
death because he has not fortitude enough to sear the 
wound or even to stitch it up).” I cannot but pause a 
moment to admire the fecundity of fancy, and choice 
of language, which in this instance, and, indeed, on 
almost all occasions, he displayed* It was well ob- 
served by Dr. Percy, now Bishop of Dromore, “ The 
conversation of Johnson is strong and clear, and may 
be compared to an antique statue, Avhere every vein 
and muscle is distinct and bold. Ordinary conversa- 
tion resembles an inferiour cast.” 

On Saturday, April 25, I dined with him at Sir 
Joshua Reynolds’s, with the learned Dr. Miisgrave,^ 
Counsellor Lelaiid of Ireland, son to the historian, 
Mrs. Cholmondeley, and some more ladies. “ The 
Project,” a new poem, was read to the company by 
Dr. Musgrave. Johnson. “ Sir, it has no power. 
Were it not for the well-known names "with which it is 
filled it would be nothing : the names cany the poet, 
not the poet the names.” Musgrave. “xY temporary 
poem always entertains us.” Johnson. “ So does an 
account of the criminals hanged yesterday entertain us.” 

He proceeded : — “ Demosthenes Taylor, as he was 
called, (that is, the Editor of Demosthenes) was the 

^ [Samuel Musgrave, M.D. Editor of Euripides, and authour of 
“ Dissertations on the Grecian Mythology,” See., published in 17S2, 
after his death, by the learned Mr. Tyrwhitt. — M.l 


2/6 LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON 1778 

most silent man, the merest statue of a irran that i 
have ever seen. I once dined in c’oinvan}' u'ith him, 
and all he said during the whole time was no more than 
JlichanL How a man- should say only Richard it is 
not easy to imagine. But it was thus : iJr. Douglas 
was talking of Dr. Zachary Grey, and ascribing to him 
something that was written l::)y Dr. Richard G-rey, So, 
to correct him, Taylor said, (imitating his affected sen- 
tentious emphasis and nod) ‘ Richard.' ” 

Mrs. Cholmondeley, in a high flow of spirits, ex- 
hibited some lively sallies of hyperbolical compliment 
to Johnson, with whom she had been long acquainted, 
and was very easy. He was quick in catching the 
manner of the moment, and answered her somewhat 
in the style of the hero of a romance, “ Madam, you 
crown me with unfading laurels.’’ 

I happened, I know not how, to say that a pamphlet 
meant a prose piece. Johnson. ‘^No, vSir. A few 
sheets of poetry unbound are a pamphlet,' as much as 
a few sheets of prose.” Musgrave. A pamphlet 
may be understood to mean a .poetical pflece in West- 
rninster-Hall, that is, in formal language ; but in 
common language it is understood to mean prose.” 
Johnson, (and here was one of the many instances of 
his knowing clearly and telling exactly how a thing is,) 
A pampjhiet is understood in common language to 
mean [xrose only from this, that there is so much more 
prose written than pxoetry; as wflien wxvsay a 
prose is understood for the same reason, though a book 
may as well be in poetry as in prose. We understand 
what is most general, and 
frequent.” . , 

We talked of a lady’s verses on Ireland. Miss 
Reynolds. Have you seen them, Sir ? ” Johnson. 
No, Madam, I have seen a translation from Horace 

^ [Dr, Johnson is here perfectly correct, and is supported by the 
usage of preceding writers. So in Mus.yiUJ.M Delicl-e, a collection 
of poems, S.^t>!H 656, (the writer is speaking of Suckling's play en- 
titled .Vcu.ACjRA, printed in folio) : 

" Tliis voluminous PAMPHLET may be said, 

Tq lie like one that h%th more hair than head."— M.] 
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by one of her daughters. She shewed' it me.” Miss 
Reynolds. “And how was it, Sir?” John,son. 
“ Why, very well for a young Miss’s verses — that is 
to say, compared with excellence nothing ; but very 
well for the person who wrote them. I am vexed at 
being shewn verses in that manner,” Miss Reynolds. 
“ But if they should be good why not give them 
hearty praise ? ” Johnson. “ Why, Madam, because 
I have not then got the better of my bad humour 
from having been shewn them. You must consider, 
Madam ; before-hand they may be bad as well as 
good. Nobody has a right to put another under such 
a difficulty that he must either hurt the person by 
telling the truth or hurt himself by telling what is not 
true.” Boswell. “A man often shews his vrritings to 
people of eminence to obtain from them, either from 
their good-nature or from their not being able to tell 
the truth firmly, a commendation, of which he may 
afterwards avail himself,” Johnson. “ Very true, Sir. 
Therefore the man who is asked by an authour what 
he thinks of his work is put to the torture, and is not 
obliged to speak the truth ; so that what he says is not 
considered as his opinion ; yet he has said it, and 
cannot retract it ; and this authour, when mankind are 
hunting him with a cannister at his tail, can say, ‘ I 
would not have published had not Johnson, or 
Reynolds, or Musgrave, or some other good judge 
commended the work.’ Yet I consider it as a very 
difficult question in conscience whether one should 
advise a man not to publish a work, if profit be his 
object ; for the man may say, ‘ Had it not been for you 
I should have had the money.’ Now you cannot be 
sure ; for you have only your own opinion, and the 
pub lick may think very differently.” Sir Joshua 
Reynolds. “You must upon such an occasion have 
two judgements ; one as to the real value of the work, 
the other as to what may please the general taste at 
the time.” Johnson. “But you can be A?//w of 
neither; and therefore I should scruple much to give 
a suppressive vote. Both Goldsmith’s comedies were 
once refused ; his first by Garrick, his second by 
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CoJman, who .vas prevailed on at last i)N- nnirl,' 
soncitation nay, a kind of force, to L.ring it on. Hi’ 
f ^Vaiceaela’ I myself did not think would 
ii,„ '-.t ?'! success.^ It was writtwi and sold to a 

-•o ^ ’ but published after ■ 

i.ttie expectation had the bookseller from it. Had 
‘ oeen solo after the ‘Traveller,’ he might have had 
..Mce as mucn money for it, though sixt?- guineas vvas 
a;> mean price. The bookseller had the advantage of 
-.TO.d-,mHn s reputation from ‘ The Traveller ’ in the 
•^a e tnough Goldsmith had it not in selling the copv ’’ 
■"tit Jos^HUA REVXOLD.S. “ ‘ The Be,ggar’.s Opera’tSds 
a pioof lur.v strangely people will differ in opinion 

med’t Burke thinks it has no 

.•neiit. Jon.\.soN. “It was refused by one of the 
aoitses; but I should have thought it would succeed 

ML notutv, and the general spirit and gaiety of the 

ijiiece, which keeps the audience always attentive and 
dismisses them in good humour.” attentive, and 

^ Ue went to the drawing-room, where was a con 

-oimd 1lr company. Several of us got 

' A complained that he would 

not give us an e.xact catalogue of his works tint- ti 
n..gl« be a comple.e edition. He mZ 
our entreaties. That he intenrlpri ^o, anuevaafccl 

donbi, becanse I have SeaS S Z t JjT? " 

,isr i 

each article i i who enumerated 

to him bv Mr T !- ^ontioned 

a.4l«? plealSfaZ nelSeS'' "ur '7 

ojiSi;z“"v“«.A3"A ^ 

^ and then, having obtained j 
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certainty so far, I got some other articles confirnied 
by him directly, and afterYvards, from time to time, 
made additions under his sanction. 

His friend, Edward Cave, having been mentioned, 
he told us, ‘‘Cave used to sell ten thousand of ‘ The 
Gentleman’s Magazine ; ’ yet such was then his minute 
attention and anxiety that the sale should not suffer 
the smallest decrease, that he would name a particular 
person who he heard had talked of leaving off the Maga- 
zine, and would say, ‘ Let us have something ffood next 
month.’” 

^ It was observed that avarice was inherent in some 
dispositions. Johnson. “ No man was born a miser, 
because no man was born to possession. Every man 
is born cupidus — desirous of getting ; but not avarus — 
desirous of keeping.” Boswell. “ I have heard old 
Mr. Sheridan maintain, with much ingenuity, that a 
complete miser is a happy man ; a miser wiio gives 
himself wholly to the one passion of saving.” John- 
son. “ That is dying in the face of all the world, who 
have called an avaricious man a miser because he is 
miserable. No, Sir, a man who both spends and 
saves money is the happiest man, because he has both 
enjoyments.” 

The conversation having turned on Bon-Mois\ he 
quoted, from one of the Ana, an exquisite instance of 
flattery in a maid of honour in France, who being 
asked by the Queen what o’clock it was, answered, 

“ What your Majesty pleases.” Fie admitted that 
Mr. Burke’s classical pun upon Mr. Wilkes’s being 
carried on the shoulders of the mob, 

numerisque fertur 

Lege solutiis,” 

was admirable; and though he was strangely unwil- 
ling to allow to that extraordinary man the talent of 
wit,^ he also laughed with approbation at another of 

^ See this question fully investigated in the Notes upon my 
“Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides,” Aug. 15. And here, as a 
lawyer mindful of the maxim Smtm adqm ir'ibuito, I cannot for- 
bear to mention that the additional Note beginning with “ I find 
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his playful conceits ■; which was that Horace has 
in one line given a description of a good desirable 
manoiir : 

' Est madias in rebus, sunt certi deiiiqiieyf>/ar 
that is to say, a modus as to the tithes, and certain 

He observed, “ A man cannot with propriety speak 
of himself, except he relates simple faots : as, ‘ I was 
at Richmond : ’ or what depends on mensuration ; as, 
^ I am six feet high.’ Fie is sure he has been at .Rich- 
mond ; he is sure he is six feet high : but he cannot 
be sure he is wise, or that he has any other excellence. 
'Fhen, all censure of a man’s self is oblique praise. 
It is in order to shew how much he can spare. It 
has all the iiividiousness of self-praise, and all the 
reproach of felsehood.” Boswell. “ Sometimes it 
may proceed from a man’s strong consciousness of 
his faults being observed. Fie knows that others 
would throw him down, and therefore he had better 
lie down softly of his own accord.” 

On Tuesday, April 28, he was engaged to dine at 
Oenerai Faoli’s, where, as I have already observed, I 
was still entertained in elegant hospitality, and with 
all the ease and comfort of a home. I called on 
him, and accompanied him in a hackney-coach. We 
stopped first at the bottom of Hedge-lane, into which 
he went to leave a letter, with good news for a poor 
man in distress,” as he told me. I did not question 
him particularly as to this. He himself often re- 
sembled Lady Bolingbroke’s lively description of 

since the former edition,” is not mine, but was obligingly furnished 
by Mr. I^Ialone, who was so kiSti as to superintend the press while 
I was in Scotland, and the first part of the second edition was print- 
ing. He would not allow rne to ascribe it to its proper autliour ; 
but, as it is exquisitely acute: and elegant, I take this opportunity, 
without his knowledge, to dd'Fini justice. 

[This, as both Mr. Bindley and Dr Kearney have observed to 
me, is phe_ motto to “An Enquiry into Customary Estates and 
Tenant’s Rights, «&c. — with some considerations for restraining ex- 
cessive fines” By Everard Fleetwood, Esq. Svo. 1731. But it is, 
probably, a mere coincidence. Mr. Burke perhaps never saw that 
pafiiphlet.— M.] " ' . 
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Pope: that ‘Hie was politique mix clwuxei mix 
ravesT He would sa)’, “ I dine to-day in Grosvenor- 
square ; ” this might be with a Duke j or, perhaps, 
dine to-day at the other end of the town:” or, 

A gentleinan of great eminence called on me ^-ester- 
day.” — He loved thus to keep things floating in con- 
jecture : Omne ipmimn pro magnified est. I believe I 
ventured to dissipate the cloud, to unveil the mystery, 
more freely and frequently than any of his friends* 
We stopped again at Wirgman’s, the %vell-known 
toy-shop^ in St. James’s-Street, at the corner of St. 
James’s-Place, to which he had been directed, but 
not clearly, for he searched about some time, and 
could not find it at first ; and said, “ To direct one 
only to a corner shop is toying with one.” I suppose 
he meant this as a play upon the word toy ; it was the 
first time that 1 knew him stoop to such sport. After 
he had been some time in the shop he sent for me to 
come out of the coach, and help him to choose a pair 
of silver buckles, as those he had were too small. 
Probably this alteration in dres.s had been suggested 
by Mrs. Thrale, by associating with wdiom his external 
appearance was much improved. He got better clothes ; 
and the dark colour, from which he never deviated, 
was enlivened by metal buttons. His wigs, too, were 
much better ; and during their travels in France he 
was furnished with a Pari.s-made wdg, of handsome 
construction. This choosing of silver buckles was a 
iiegociation ; “ Sir, (said he,) I will not have the ridi- 
culous large ones now in fashion ; and I will give no 
more than a guinea for a pair.” Such w‘ere the prin- 
ciples of the business ; and, after some examination, he 
was fitted. As we drove along, I found him in a 
talking humour, of which I availed myself. Boswell. 

I was this morning in Ridley’s shop, Sir ; and was 
told that the collection called '■ Johns oniana' has sold 
very much.” Johnson. “ Yet the ‘Journey to the 
Hebrides ’ has not had a great sale.” ^ Boswell. 

^ Here he either was mistaken or had a different notion of an 
extensive sale from what is generally entertained: for the fact is 
that four thousand copies of that excellent work were sold 
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“ That is strange.” Johnson. Yes, Sir : for in that 
].)ook I have told the world a great deal that tliey did 
not know before.” 

jkjsWELL.. I drank chocolate, Sir, this morning 
with yir. Eld; and, to my no small surprize, found 
liim to be a Staffordshire Whig^ a being wdiich I did 
not believe had existed.” Johnson. “ Sir, there are 
rascals in all countries,” Boswell. Eld said a Torj; 
was a creature generated be'ween a non-juring parson 
and one's grandmother.” Johnson. “'And I have 
always said" the first Whig was the Devil.” Boswell. 
“ 'He certainly was, Sir. The Devil was impatient of 
subordination ; he w'as the first who resisted power : 

‘ Better to reign in Hell, than serve in Eleaven.’ ” 

At General Paoli’s w^ere Sir Joshua Reynolds, IMr. 
Langton, March ese Gherardi of Lombardy, and Mr. 
John Spottiswoode the younger, of Spottiswoode,^ the 
solicitor. At this time fears of an invasion were cir- 
culated ; to obviate which Mr. Spottiswoode observed 
that Mr. Fraser the engineer, who had lately come from 
Dunkirk, said that the French had the same fears of 
us. Johnson. “ It is thus that mutual cowardice 
keeps us in peace. Were one half of mankind brave, 
and one half cowards, the brave would be always 
beating the cowards. Were all brave they would 
lead a very iinea.sy life ; all would be continually fight- 
ing : but being all cowards, we go on v‘ery well.” 

We talked of drinking wine. Johnson. “I require 
wine only when I am alone. I haveKilien often vrished 
for it, and often taken it.” Spottiswoode. “ Aliat, 

qiiicklv. A new edition has been printed since his death, besides 
that in the collection of his works. 

[Another edition has been printed since Mr. Boswell wrote the 
above, besides repeated editions ill the general collection of his 
works daring the last twenty years, — i^L] 

- in the phraseology of Scotland, 1 should have said, “ Mr, John 
Sj)ottis\voode the younger, of that ilky Johnson knew that Lnise 
ui tlie word very well, and has thus explained it in his Idictionary, 
fore Ilk— “ It also signifies ‘ the same ; ’ as, Matkln/os/i of that iW 
denotes a gentleman whose surname and the title of his estate are 
thO-'iame.” 
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by way of a companion, Sir?” Johnson. ‘‘To get 
rid of myself^ to send myself away. Wine gives great 
pleasure ; and every pleasure is of itself a good. It is 
a good, unless counterbalanced by evil. A man may 
have a strong reason not to drink wine ; and that may 
l)e greater than the pleasure. Wine makes a man 
better pleased with himself. I do not say that it 
makes him more pleasing to others. Sometimes it 
does. But the danger is that, while a man grows 
better pleased with himself, he may be growing less 
pleasing to others.^ "Wine gives a man nothing. It 
neither gives him knowledge nor wit; it only animates 
a man, and enables him to bring out what a dread of 
the company has repressed. It only puts in motion 
what has been locked up in frost. But this may be 
good or it may be bad.” Spottiswoode. “So, Sir, 
wine is a key which opens a box ; but this box may 
be either full or empty ? ” Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, con- 
versation is the key : wine is a pick-lock, which forces 
open the box, and injures it. A man should cultivate 
his mind so as to have that confidence and readiness 
without wine which wine gives.” Boswell. “ The 
great difficulty of resisting wane is from benevolence. 
For instance, a good worthy man asks you to taste his 
wine, which he has had twenty years in his cellar.’' 
Johnson. “Sir, all this notion about benevolence 
arises from a man’s imagining himself to be of more 
importance to others than he really is. They don’t 
care a farthing whether he drinks wine or not.” Sir 
Joshua Reynolds. “Yes, they do for the time.” 
Johnson. “ For the time 1 — If they care this minute, 
they forget it the next. And as for the good worthy 
man ; how do you know he is good and worthy ? No 
good and worthy man will insist upon another man’s 
drinking wine. As to the wine twenty years in the 
cellar, — of ten men, three say this merely because 

1 It is observed in W^aller's Life, in the Biograpkia Britanrnca, 
that he drank only water ; and that while he sat in a company who 
were drinking wine '' he had the dexterity to accommodate his dis- 
course to the pitch of theirs as it sunk." If excess in drinking be 
meant, the remark is acutely just. But surely a moderate use of 
wine gives a gaiety of spii'its which water-drinkers know not 
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Netherlands he had two or three gentlemen with him ; 
and when a bumper was necessary he put it on //hv;/. 
Were I to travel 'again through the islands, I would 
lia'\'e Sir, Joshua .with me to take the bu,mpersd^ Bos- 
WELL. Butj Sir, let me put a case. Suppose Sir 
Joshua shou.ld take a jaunt into Scotland ; he does Jiie 
the honour to pay me a visit at my house in the 
country: I am overjoyed at seeing him: we are quite 
by ourselves j shall I unsociably and churlishly let him 
sit drinking by himself?. No, no, my clear Sir Joshua, 
you shall not be treated so, I take a bottle with 
you.” 

The celebrated Mrs. Rudd being mentioned : John- 
son. Fifteen years ago I shoulcl have gone to see 
her.” Spottiswoo.de. “Because she was fift.een years 
younger?” Johnson. “ No, Sir ; but .now they have 
a trick of pmtting every thing into the news-papjers,” 

He begged of General Paoli to repeat one of the in- 
troductory stanzas of the first book of Tasso’s “ Jerusa- 
iem,” which he did, and then Johnson found fault with 
the simile of snveetening the edges of a cup for a child 
being transferred from Lucretius into an epick poem. 
The General said he did not imagine liomer’s poetry 
was so ancient as is supposed, because he ascribes to 
a Greek colony circumstances of refinement not found 
ill Greece itself at a later period, when Thucydides 
wrote. Johnson. “ I recollect but one passage ciiioted 
by Thucydides from Homer, wiiich is not to be 
found in our copies of Homer’s ivorks ; I am for the 
anticiuity of Homer, and think that a Grecian colony 
by being nearer Persia might be more refined than the 
mother country.” 

On Wednesday, April 29, I dined with him at Mr. 
Allan Ramsay’s, where ivere Lord Binning, Lbr. Robert- 
son the historian, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and the 
Honourable Mrs. Boscaiven, ividow of the Admiral, 
and mother of the present Viscount Falmouth ; of 
whom, if it be not presumptuous in me to praise her, 

I would say that her manners are the most agreeable, 
and her conversation the best, of any lady wdth wdiom 
Lever had the happiness to be acquainted. Before 
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i fohiison came we talked a good deal of him ; Ramsay 
; said he had always found him a very polite man, and 
that he treated hiiiv with great respect, which he did 
very sincerely. I said I worshipped him. Robertson ^ 
» But some of you spoil him : you should not worship 
him ; you should worship no man.” Boswell. ‘‘ f 
cannot help worshipping him, he is so much superioiir 
to other men.” Robertson. ''In criticism, and in 
wit and conversation, he is no doubt very excellent; 
but in other respects he is not above other men ; 
he will believe any thing, and will strenuously defend 
the most minute circumstance connected with the 
Church of England.” Boswell. " Believe me, Doc- 
tor, you are much mistaken as to this ; for when you 
talk with him calmly in private he is very liberal 
ill his way of thinking.” Robertson. " He and I 
have been always very gracious ; the first time I 
met him was one evening at Strahan’s, when he had 
just, had an unlucky altercation with Adam Smith, 
to whom he had been so rough that Strahan, after 
Smith was gone, had remonstrated with him, and told 
him that I was coming soon, and that he was uneasy 
to think that he might behave in the same manner to 
me. " No, no, Sir, (said Johnson) I warrant you 
Robertson and I shall do very well” Accordingly he 
was gentle and good-humoured and courteous with 
me the whole evening; and he has been so upon 
every occasion that wm have met since. . I have often 
said, (laughing) that I have been in a great measure 
indebted to Smith for my good reception.” Boswell. 

" His power of reasoning is very strong, and he has 
a peculiar art of drawing characters, which is as rare 
as good portrait painting.” Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

" He is undoubtedly admirable in this ; but, in order 
to mark the characters which he draws, he over- 
charges them, and gives people more than they really 
have, whether of good or bad.” 

No sooner did he, of whom we had been thus talk- 
ing so easily, arrive, than we were all as quiet as a 
school upon the entrance of the head-master ; and 
were very soon sat down to a table coverj|d with such 
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v\;ricty ot^ good things as contributed not a little to 

him. to be. pleased. 

kA,M.s.Av-. “I am old enough to have been a con- 
temporary of Pope. His poetry was highlv admired 
m MS iile-tinie, more a great deal than after his death 
. ' ’HNS, ev. bir, it has not been less admired .since his 
deatii ; no autbours ever had so much fame in their 
own nfe time a.s Pope and Voltaire ; and Pope's poetrv 
lias .jcen as much admired since his death as durim'r 
ms life ; it has only not been as much talked of bu*t 
that is owing to its being now more distant, and neoni,' 

ol tlun I ope, and Homer is less talked of than Vir-dl - 
but they are not less admired. We must read Adrat 

mhv d°fhl’'rr ‘r"" moment. It has been main- 
.Uiimd that this superfetation, thus teeming of the press 

m modern times, is prejudicial to good literature 
utcause it obhgms us to read so much of what i.s of in- 

man win iv" "’ant oftime, because a 

•pt m f g’’‘'>f‘^'^ation of his vanity in con- 

Invinr t modern books, than from 

having lead the best works of antiquity. But it must 

be considered that we have nowbnore knowlX 

is“a 

litm-mtrc rT”’ m-e the moons of 

htc.atuie; they shine with reflected light, with hVht 

te he th, f T .‘h%a"«ents. Greece appears to me 
R-um vv )<no'''l'=dge ; Rome of elegance.” 

Kam.sav.^ I suppose Homer’s ‘ Iliad ’ to be a collec- 

I dit ild’^rf "i his time. 

‘ Jiild like to see a translation of it in poetical 

V?'; f “»* “ .loi’." : 

Fncish^;?,^^’ l>r. Johnson, who are master of the 

T , upon a part of ; 

1- Johnson. Sir, you could not read it without the i 

pleasure of verse.” ' '.uiiout tne , 

1.3 .nee j 

.loi'i^on'ra.3 in'the 'rDht^HS mV’c Dr! ! 

has miserably «led in his bikk rerse mSfcm “ i 
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We talked of antiquarian researches. Johnson, 
‘‘ Ail that is leally hiow/i of the ancient state of Britain 
is contained in a few pages. We know 110 more 
than what the old writers have told us ; yet what large 
books have we upon it, the whole of which, excepting 
such parts as are taken from those old writers, is all a 
dream, such as W’hitakeds ^ Manchester.' I have heard 
Blenry’s ‘ History of Britain ' well spoken of ; I am told 
it is carried on in separate divisions, as the civil, the 
military, the religious history ; I wish much to have 
one branch well done, and that is the history of 
manners, of common life.” Robertson. ‘‘ Henry 
should have applied his attention to that alone, which 
is enough for any man ; and he might have found a 
great deal scattered in various books had he read 
solely with that view. Henry erred in not selling his 
first volume at a moderate price to the booksellers, 
that they might have pushed him on till he had got 
reputation. I sold my ^History of Scotland’ at a 
moderate price, as a work by w’-hich the booksellers 
might either gain or not ; and Cadell has told me that 
Miller and he have got six thousand pounds by it. I 
afterwards received a much higher price for my writ- 
ings. An authour should sell his first work for what 
the booksellers will give, till it shall appear whether 
he is an authour of merit, or, which is the same thing 
as to purchase-money, an authour wiio pleases the 
publick.” 

Dr. Robertson expatiated on the character of a 
certain nobleman ; that he was one of the strongest- 
minded men that ever lived ; that he would sit in com- 
pany quite sluggish while there was nothing to call 
forth his intellectual vigour ; but the moment that any 
important subject was started, for instance, how this 
country is to be defended against a French invasion, 
he would rouse himself, and shew his extraordinary 
talents with the most powerful ability and animation. 
Johnson. “ Yet this man cut his own throat. The 
true strong and sound mind is the mind that can em- 
brace equally great things and small. Now I am told 
the King of Prussia will say to a servant. ‘ Bring me a 

VOT.. TT 
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i'lottle of such a wine, which came in such a year ; it 
lies in such a corner of the cellars/ I would have a 
man great in great things, and elegant in little things.” 
Ide said to me. after wards, when \?e were by ourselves, 
*' ,Ro[)ertson was in a mighty romantick humour, he 
talked of one whom he did not know^ • but I downed 
him. with the King of Prussia.” — Yes, Si,r, (said I,) 
you threw a bofik at his head.” 

An ingenious gentleman was mentioned, concerning 
wliom both Robertson and Ramsay agreed that he had 
a constant firmness of mind ; for after a laborious day, 
and amidst a multiplicity of cares and anxieties, he 
would sit down with his sisters and be quite cheerfiii 
and good-humoured. Such a disposition, it was ob- 
served, was a happy gift of nature. Johnson. I do 
not think so; a man has from nature a certain portion 
of mind ; the use he makes of it depends upon his 
own free will. That a man has always the same firm- 
ness of mind I do not say ; because every man feels 
his mind less firm at one time than another; but I 
think a man’s being in a good or bad humour depends 
upon his will.” — I, however, could not help thinking 
that a man’s humour is often iincontrollabie by his 
will . 

Johnson harangued against drinking wine. man 
fsaid he,) may choose whether he will have abstemious- 
ness and knowdedge, or claret and ignorance.” Dr. 
Robertson (who is very companionable,) was begin- 
ning to dissent as to the proscription of claret. John- 
son : (with a placid smile.) Nay, Sir, you shall not 
differ with me ; as I have said that the man is most per- 
fect who takes in the most things, I am for knowledge 
and claret.” Robertson : (holding a glass of generous 
claret in his hand.) ‘‘Sir, I can only drink your health.” 
Johnson. “Sir, I should be sorry if jw/ should be 
ever in such a state as to be able to do nothing more.” 
Robertson. “ Dr. Johnson, allow me to say that in 
one respect I have the advantage of you ; when you 
were in Scotland you would not come to hear any 
of -our preachers, whereas, when I am here, I attend 
your publick worship without scruple, and indeed with 
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great satisfaction.” Johnson. ‘'Why, Sir, that is not 
so extraordinary : the King of Siam sent ambassadors 
to Louis the Fourteenth ; but Louis the Fourteenth 
sent none to the King of Siam.” ^ 

Here my friend for once discoyered a want of 
knowledge or forgetfuiiiess ; for Louis the Fourteenth 
did send an embassy to the King of Siam,- and the 
Abbe Choisi, who was employed in it, published an 
account of it in two volumes. 

Next day, Thursday, April 30, I found him at home 
by himself. Johnson. “ Well, Sir, Ramsay gave us a 
splendid dinner. I love Ranxsay. A^oii will not hiid 
a man in whose conversation there is more instruction, 
more information, and more elegance, than in Ram- 
say’s.” ^ Boswell. “ What I admire in Ramsay is his 
continuing to be so young.” Johnson.. “ Why, yes, 
Sir, it is to be admired. I value myself upon this, 
that there is nothing of the old man in my conversa- 
tion. I am now sixty-eight, and Fhave no more of it 
than at twenty-eight.” Boswell. “But, Sir, would 
not you wish to know old age ? He vdio is never an 
old man does not know the whole of human life 7 for 
old age is one of the divisions of it.” Johnson. “ f\kiy, 
Sir, what talk is this ? ” Bos\vell. “ I mean, Sir, the 
Sphinx’s description of it morning, noon, and night. 

I would know night, as well as morning and noon.” 
Johnson. “What, Sir, would you know wvhat it is to 
feel the evils of old age ? Would you have the gout ? 
Would you have decrepitude?” — Seeing him heated, 

I w'oiild not argue any farther; but I was confident 
that I was in the right. I would, in due time, be a 
Ne.stGr, an elder of the people; and there s/imdd be 
some difference between the conversation of twenty- 
eight and sixty-eight.^’' A grave picture should not 

^ Mrs. Plozzi confidently mentions this as having passed in Scot- 
land. " Anecdotes/’ p. 62. 

- [The Abb^de Choisi was sent by Louis XIV. on an embassy to 
the King of Siam in 1683, with a view, it has been said, to convert 
the King of that country to Christianity.-— M.] . 

[Johnson clearly meant (what the authour has often elsewhere 
mentioned, ) that he had none of the listlessness of old age, that he 
had the same aciivifyraM^ energy forme not that a 
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he ga}% Ihere is a serene, solemn, placid old 
jMirxsox. “Mrs. Thrale’s mother said of me what 
flattered, me^much. A clergy ma.n was complaining of 
want of^^society in the country where he lived ; and 
smd, ‘They talk of rimfs ; ’ (that is, young cows.)-^" 
NSir, (said .M'rs. Salusbury,) Mr. Johnson would learn 
to talk^of runts : ' meaning that I was a man who would 
make the most of my situation, whatever it wash’ He 
added, I think myself a very polite man.’' 

^ On Saturday, May 2, 1 dined with him at Sir Joshua 
ive}noIds s 5 where t.here was a very large company 
and a great deal_ of conversation ; but owing to sonie 
circumstance which I cannot now recollect, I have no 
record ot any part of it, except that there were several 
people there by no means of the Johnsonian school • 
so ttat less attention was paid to him than usual’ 
t^ hich put him out of humour j and, upon some imagi- 
nary offence from me, he attacked me with such rude- 
ness that I was vexed and angry, because it gave those 
persons an opportunity of enlarging upon his supposed 
feroeit.v, and ill treatment of his best friends. I was 
so much hurt, and had my pride so much roused, that 
I kept away from him for a week ; and, perhaps, might 
have kept away much longer, nay, gone to Scotla"nd 
without seeing him again, had not we fortunately met 
and been reconciled. To such unhappy chances are 
human friendships liable. 

On f riday, May 8, I dined with him at Mr. Lan<r- 
ons.^ T was reserved and silent, which I suppose he 
perceived, and might recollect the cau.se. After dinner 

orcUnary vvil,, was perX as' : 

g^-rulikand i 

si-ernT WaX I™? an,l it should i 

mmmm 
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when Mr. Langton was called out of the room, and 
we were by ourselves, he drew his chair near to mine, 
and said, in a tone of conciliating courtesy, WLdl, 
how have you done?” Boswell, “Sir, you have 
made me very uneasy by your behaviour to rne when 
we w^ere last at Sir Joshua Reynolds’s. You know, 
my dear Sir, no man has a greater respect and aftec- 
tion for you, or would sooner go to the end of the 
world to serve you. Now to treat me so — He 
insisted that I had interrupted him, which I assured 
him was not the case ; and proceeded — “ But why 
treat me so before people who neither love you nor 
me ? ” Johnson. “Well, I am sorry for it IR make 
it up to you twenty different ways, as you please.” 
Boswell. “ I said to-day to Sir Joshua, when lie 
observed that you tossed me sometimes — I don’t care 
how often or how high he tosses me when only friends 
are present, for then I fall upon soft ground : but I do 
not like falling on stones, which is the case ivhen 
enemies are present — I think this a pretty good image, 
Sir.” Johnson. “ Sir, it is one of the happiest I have 
ever heard.” 

The truth is, there was no venom in the vrounds 
which he inflicted at any time, unless they were irri- 
tated by some malignant infusion by other hands. 
We were instantly as cordial again as ever, and joined 
in hearty laugh at some ludicrous but innocent pecu- 
liarities of one of our friends. Boswell. “ Do you 
think, Sir, it is always culpable to laugh at a man to 
his face?” Johnson. “Why, Sir, that depends upon 
the man and the thing. If it is a slight man, and a 
slight thing, you may ; for you take nothing valuable 
from him.” 

He said, “I read yesterday Dr. Blair’s sermon on 
Devotion, from the text, ‘ Cornelius^ a devout mant 
His doctrine is the best limited, the best expressed : 
there is the most warmth without fanaticism, the most 
rational transport There is one part of it which I 
disapprove, and I’d have him correct it \ which is, 
that “he who does not feel joy in religion is far from 
the kingdom of Heaven ! ’ there are many good men 
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whose fear of God predominates over their love. It 
may discourage.; It was rashly said. A nolDle sermon 
it is indeed. I -wish Blair would come over to the 
Church of England.” 

When Kir. Langton returned to . us, the , flow of 
talk ” went on. An eminent authoiir being mentioned ; 
— Johnson. ‘‘He is not a pleasant man. . His con- 
versation is neither instructive nor brilliant. He does 
not talk as if impelled by any fulness of knowledge or 
vivacity of imagination. His conversation is like that 
of any other sensible man. He talks wu,th no wish 
either to inform or to hear, but only because he thinks 

it does not become to sit in a company 

and say nothing.” 

Mr. Langton having repeated the anecdote of Addi- 
son having distinguished between his powers in con- 
versation and in writing, by saying “ I have only nine- 
pence in my pocket ; but I can draw for a thousand 
pounds;” — Johnson. “He had not that retort ready, 
Sir ; he had prepared it beforehand.” Langton : 
(turning to me.) “ A line surmise. Set a thief to catch 
a thief.” 

Johnson called the East-Indians barbarians. Bos- 
well. “You will except the Chinese, Sir?” John- 
son. “ No, Sir.” Boswell. “ Have they not arts? ” 
Johnson. “ They have pottery.” Boswell. “What do 
you say to the written characters of their language ? ” 
Johnson. “ Sir, they have not an alphabet. They 
have not been able to form what all other nations 
have formed.” Boswell. “ There is more learning 
in their language than in any other, from the immense 
number of their characters.” Johnson. “ It is only 
more difficult from its rudeness ; as there is more 
labour in hewing down a tree with a stone than with 
an axe.” 

He said, “I have been reading Lord Karnes’s 
‘Sketches of the History of Man.’ In treating of 
.severity of punishment, he mentions that of Madame 
Lapouchin, in Russia, but he does not give it fairly ; 
for I have looked at Chappe D' Auteroche^ from whom 
he has taken it He stops where it is said that the 
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spectators thought her innocent, and leaves out what 
follows; that she nevertheless was guilty. Now this 
is being as culpable as one can conceive, to mis- 
represent fact in a book, and for what motive ? It is 
like one of those lies which people tell, one cannot 
see why. The woman’s life was spared ; and no 
punishment was too great for the favourite of an 
Empress who had conspired to dethrone her mistress.” 
Boswell. “ He was only giving a picture of the lady 
in her sufferings.” Johnson. Nay, don’t endeavour 
to palliate this. Guilt is a principal feature in the 
picture, Karnes is puzzled with a question that 
puzzled me wLen I was a very young man. ^Yhy is it 
that the interest of money is lower when money is 
plentiful ; for five pounds has the same proportion of 
value to a hundred pounds when money is plentiful 
as when it is scarce? A lady explained it to me. 

^ It is (said she) because when money is plentiful there 
are so many more who have money to lend that they 
bid down one another. Many have then a hundred 
pounds ; and one says, — Take mine rather than 
another’s, and you shall have it at four cent' ” 
Boswell. E)oes Lord Karnes decide the question ? ” 
Johnson. ‘‘ I think he leaves it as he found it.” 
Boswell. “ This must have been an extraordinaii' 
lady who instructed you, Sir. May I ask who she 
w^as?” Johnson. Molly Aston, ^ Sir, the sister of 

those ladies -with whom you dined at Lichfield. 

I shall be at home to-morrow.” Boswell, “Then let 

^ Johnson had an extraordinary admiration of this lady, notwith- 
standing she was a violent Whig. In answer to her "high-fiown 
speeches for Liberty, he addressed to her the following Epigram, of 
which I presume to offer a translation : 

“ Liber ut esse velim, suasisti pulchra Maria, 

Ut maneam liber, pulchra Maria vale.” 

Adieu, Maria ! since you’d have me free ; 

For, who beholds thy charms, a slave must be. 

A correspondent of ‘ The Gentleman’s Magazine,’ who subscribes 
himself SciOLUS, to whom I am indebted for several excellent re- 
marks, observes, "The turn of Dr. Johnson's lines to Miss Aston, 
whose Whig principles he had been combating, appears to me to 
l>e taken from an ingenious epigram in the ' Meiiagicmat iii. 

p. 376, edit. 1716) on a young lady who appeared at a masaiiemrlf='. 
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0, ourselves at the Mitre, to kecj) up the old 
cas oia tile custom of the manor,' custom of the 

Mare. Johnson. “ Sir, so it shall be " 

Un Saturday, May 9, we fulfilled our purpose of 
selves at the Mitre, according to old 
ti.siOii], iiere was, on these occasion.s, a little 
Circumstance ol kind attention to Mrs. Williams, whirl, 

I "r coming out, and leaving 

■ >-. to dine alone, he gave her her choice of a chickei7 
a v.iee bread, or any other little nice thing, whidi'w-as 
- a ehilly sent to her from the tavern readyMrest 

to-day, I know not how, turned I 
liiink lor the only time at any length during our Inn-' 

T’ t^r' ' intercourse between 

im-iMnatio r .f'M he ascribed chiefly to 

n.aginauon. Were it not for imagination. Sir (said 
to,) a man would be as happy in the ^rm rf a 
bnamnermaid as of a Dachei; But sue! L tb7 
pc. ventitioiis charm of fancy, that we find men Jbo 
nave violated the best principles of society and uWed 

„f * ,?"”?• •'»> ,•-<=>■ ™4” « 

•he nirticuhrs rf « proper to record 

;'.ire’.:2,!tri f ? ^^"versation in moments of 

.mic.,., vcd frankness, when nobody wa.s present on 
«;>orn , could have any hurtful effect. That sub ert 
mind If “^°*®P;’‘‘-'alIy treated, may surelv emplov^he 
uund ,n a curious discussion, and as innocent v -^s 
anatomy; provided that those who do -"7 t i I'c-u 
clear of inflammatory incentives. ^ ‘i' 

SeS “Sli;" 

»">' "fndering .-u 

f.cul.ie,, cn„ „„V jddge „> ,1““"”'^,.“ 

.nn„„emble q„e„io„s which ihc 

AtoliiloEi^dJlSeniS fo«o'ver3 of | 

“ On s'etonne ici que Calistp 

Alt pns rh.abit de Moliniste. 

tuisquecettejeunebe.ntte 

Ute a chaciin sa liberte 
N est ce pas une Janseni.ste ? 
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mind can in this state receive no answer: Why do 
you and I exist ? Why was this world created ? 
Since it was to be created, why was it not created 
sooner ? ” 

On Sunday, May 10, I supped with him at Mr. 
Hoole’s, with Sir Joshua Reynolds. I have neglected 
the memorial of this evening, so as to remember no 
more of it than two particulars ; one that lie strenuously 
opposed an argument by Sir Joshua, that virtue was 
preferable to vice, considering this life only ; and that 
a man would be virtuous were it only to preserve his 
character : and that he expressed much wonder at the 
curious formation of the bat, a mouse with wings: 
saying that it ivas almost as strange a thing in 
physiology as if the fabulous dragon could be seen. 

On Tuesday, May 12, I waited on the Earl of 
Marchmont, to know if his Lordship would favour 
Dr. J ohnson -with information concerning Pope, whose 
Life he was about to write. Johnson had not flattered 
himself with the hopes of receiving any civility from 
this nobleman : for he said to me, when I mentioned 
Lord Marchmont as one who could tell him a great 
deal about Pope, — “Sir, he will tell me nothing A I 
had the honour of being known to his Lordship, and 
applied to him of myself, without being commissioned 
by Johnson. His Lordship behaved in the most 
polite and obliging manner, promised to tell all he 
recollected about Pope, and was so very courteous as 
to say, “ Tell Dr. Johnson I have a great respect for 
him, and am ready to shew it in any way I can. I am 
to be in the city to-morrow, and will call at his house 
as I return.” His Lordship however asked, “ Will he 
write the Lives of the Poets impartially ? He was the 
first that brought Whig and Tory into a Dictionary. 
And what do you think of his definition of Excise ? 
Do you know the history of his aversion to the word 
transpire Then taking down the folio Dictionary, 
he shewed it with this censure on its secondary sense : 
“ To escape from secrecy to notice ; a sense lately 
innovated from France, without necessity.” The 
truth was. Lord Bolingbroke, who left the Tacohitf^c; 

vnT TT 
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first used it : thereforej it was to be condenined. He 
should have shewn what word would do for it if it 
was unnecessarj’f' I afterw^ards put the question to 
Johnson : Why, Sir, (said he,) gelalnvad” BiDSWell. 

That, Sir, is using two words.'” Johnson. ■ ‘‘ Sir, 
there is no end of this. You may as well insist to 
have a word for old age.” Boswell. “ Well, Sir, 
Semdnsd Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, to insist always that 
there should be one word to express a thing in English, 
because there is one: in another language, is to change 
the language.” 

I availed myself of this opportunity to hear from 
his Lordship many particulars both of Pope and Lord 
Bolingbroke, which 1 have in writing. 

I proposed to Lord Marchmont that he should 
revise Johnsoirs Life of Pope: So (said his Lord- 
ship) you would put me in a dangerous situation. 
You know he knocked down Osborne, the bookseller.” 

Elated with the success of my spontaneous exertion 
to procure material and respectable aid to Johnson 
for his very favourite work, “ The Lives of the Poets,” 
I hastened down to Mr. Thrale's at Streatham, w-here 
he notv was, that I might insure his being at home 
next day ; and after dinner, 'when I thought he would 
receive the good news in the best humour, I announced 
it eagerly : I have been at w^ork for }'oii to-day, Sir. 

I have been with Lord Marchmont. He bade me 
lell you he has a great respect for you, and Avill call 
on you to-morrow^, at one o’clock, and communicate 
all he know^s about Pope.”— I paused, in full 
expectation that he w^ould ;' be pleased with this 
intelligence, would praise my active merit, and w^oiild 
be alert to embrace siick^ an offer from a noble- 
man. But whether I had' shewn an over-exultation, 
wiiich provoked his spleen, or whether he was seized 
with a siLspicion that I had obtruded him on Lord 
Ylarchmont, and humbled him too much ; or whether 
there was any thing more than, an unlucky fit of ill 
, humour, I know not; but to my surprise the result 
.was, — Johnson. “ I shall not be in town to-morrow, 
i don’t care to know about Pope.” Mrs. Thrale: 
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(surprised as I was, and a little .angiy.) '' I suppose, 
Sir, Mr. Boswell thought that, as you are to write 
Pope’s Life, you would w’ish to know about himd' 
Johnson. “ Wish! why yes.' If it rained knowledge 
I’d hold out my hand phut I would not give myself 
the trouble to go in quest of it.'’ There was no 
arguing with him at the moment Some time after- 
wards he said, “ Lord Marchmont will call on me, 
and then I shall call on Lord Marchmont.” Mrs. 
Thraledvas uneasy at his unaccountable caprice ; and 
told me that if I did not take care to bring about a 
meeting betw’een Lord Marchmont and him, it wmuld 
never take place, wdiich would be a great pity. I sent 
a card to his Lordship, to be left at Johnson’s house, 
acquainting him that Dr. Johnson could not be in 
towm next day, but would do himself the honour of 
waiting on him at another time. — I give this account 
fairly, as a specimen of that unhappy temper with 
which this great and good man had occasionally to 
struggle, from something morbid in his constitution . 
Let the most censorious of my readers suppose him- 
self to have a violent fit of the tooth-ache, or to have 
received a severe stroke on the shin-bone, and when 
ill such a state to be asked a question ; and if he has 
any candour he will not be surprised at the answers 
wdiich Johnson sometimes gave in moments of irrita- 
tion, which, let me assure them, is exquisitely painful. 
But it must not be erroneously supposed that he was 
in the smallest degree careless concerning any work 
which he undertook, or that he was generally thus 
peevish. It will be seen that in the following year he 
had a very agreeable interview with Lord March- 
mont at his Lordship’s house ; and this very afternoon 
he soon forgot any fretfulness, and fell into conversa- 
tion as usual. 

I mentioned a reflection having been thrown out 
against four Peers for having presumed to rise in 
opposition to the opinion of the twelve Judges, in a 
cause in the House of Lords, as if that were indecent. 
JopiNsoN. “ Sir, there is no ground for censure. The 
Peers are Judges themselves ; and supposing them rpnllv 
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to be of a di.lterent opinion, they might froni duty be 
1,11 oppositio.n to ' the Judges, who were there only to 
be consulted.’’ 

.In this observation I billy concurred with him; for 
unquestionably all the Peers are vested with the 
highest jiicliciai powers ; and when they are co,nfideiit 
that they understand a cause are not obliged, nay, 
ought not to acquiesce in the opinion of the orciinary 
Law Judges, or even in that of those who from their 
studies and exf.)erience are called the Law Lords. I 
consider the Peers in general as I do a Jury, who 
ought to listen with respectful attention to the sages 
of the law ; but if, after hearing them, they have a firm 
opinion of their own, are bound, as honest men, to 
decide accordingly. Nor is it so difficult for them to 
understand even law questions as is generally thought ; 
provided they will bestow sufficient attention upon 
them. This observation was made by rny honoured 
relation the late Lord Cathcart, who had spent his life 
ill camps and courts ; yet assured me that he could 
form a clear opinion upon most of the causes that 
came before the House of Lords, “ as they were so 
well enucleated in the Cases.” 

Mrs. 'Phrale told us that a curious clergyuiian of our 
accfuaintance had discovered a licentious stanza, ivhicb 
Pope had originally in his “ Universal Prayer,” before 
the stanza, 

“ What conscience dictates to be done. 

Or warns us not to do,” &c. 

It was this : ' 

Can sins of moment claim the rod 
Of everlasting fires ? 

And that oftend great Nature’s God, 

Which Nature’s self inspires ? ” 

and that Dr. Johnson observed, it had been borrowed 
from Gnarinir There are, indeed, in Pastor Fido^ 
liippy such flimsy superficial reasonings as that in the 
|ik two lines of this stanza. 
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Boswell. In that stanza of Pope’s, of fire' 
is certainly a bad metaphor.” Mrs. Thrale. “And 
‘ sins of momenf is a faulty expression ; for its true 
import is momentous^ which cannot be intended.” 
Johnson. “It must have been written ^ oi moments' 
Of moment^ is momentous ; of moments, momentarv. I 
warrant you, however, Pope wrote this stanza, and 
some friend struck it out Boileau wrote some such 
thing, and Arnaud struck it out, saying, ‘ Vous gagnerez 
deux ou trois irnpies, et ferdrez je ne scats combien des 
honnetes gens! These fellows want to say a daring 
thing, and don’t know how to go about it Mere 
poets know no more of fundamental principles than — ” 
Here he "was interrupted somehow. Mrs. Thrale men- 
tioned Dryden. Johnson. “ He puzzled himself about 
predestination. — How foolish was it in Pope to give 
all his friendship to Lords, who thought they honoured 
him by being with him ; and to choose such Lords as 
Burlington, and Cobham, and Bolingbroke ! Bathurst 
was negative, a pleasing man; and I have heard no 
ill of Marchmont ; — and then always saying, ‘ I do not 
value you for being a Lord ; ’ which was a sure proof 
that he did. I never say I do not value Boswell 
more for being born to an estate, because I do not 
care.” Boswell. “ Nor for being a Scotchman ? ” 
Johnson. Nay, Sir, I do value you more for being 
a Scotchman. You are a Scotchman without the faults 
of Scotchmen. You would not have been so valuable 
as you are had you not been a Scotchman.” 

Talking of divorces, I asked if Othello’s doctrine 
was not plausible : 

“ Pie that is robb’d, not wanting what is stolen. 

Let him not know’t, and he’s not robb’d at all” 

Dr. Johnson and Mrs. Thrale joined against this. 
Johnson. “ Ask any man if he’d wash not to know of 
such an injury.” Boswell. “Would you tell your 
friend to make him unhappy ? ” Johnson. “ Perhaps, 
Sir, I should not ; but that would be from prudence 
on my own account. A man would tell Hlc 
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Roswell “Ye.s; because he would not have spm-ious 

aST g'^t fny share of the family inhuitance.- 
wr-T T tell his brother.” Hu.s- 

- ”99 '^'■other.” Johnson-. “ You 
would tell your friend of a rvoman’s infamy, to pre\-em 

reason to tell 

‘ _ ® Jts Vv ife s Infidelity, when he is married, to 
pi tr ent tne consequences of imposition. It is a breach 
ol conhdence not to tell a friend.” Boswell. “ IVouId 
you tell Mr. — ?” (naming a gentleman who as- 
suiedly was not in the least danger of such a mi.serabie 
disgn-ace, though married to a fine woman.) Johnson. 

JNo, because it would do no good: he is so 
sluggLsn he d never go to parliament aird get through 
a divorce.” ® 

He said of one of our friend.?, “ Pie is ruining him- 
self without pleasure. A man who loses at play, or 
wlio runs out his fortune at court, makes hi.s estate 
iess, in Dopes of making it bigger (I am sure of this 
void, which was often used by him :) “but it i.s a sad 
thing to pass through the quagmire of parsimony to 
the gulf of rum. To pass over the flowery path of 

extravagance IS very well” ' 

Anpngst the numerous prints pasted on the walls of 
hie dining-room at Streatham was Hogarth’s Modern 

Midnight Conversation.” I a.sked him what he knew 
o lauson Ford, who makes a conspicuous figure in 
the riotous group. John.son. “Sir, he was my ac- 
quaintance and relation, my mother’s nephew. He 
lad purchased a living in the country, but not simo- 
niacally I never saw him but in the country. I have 
been told he was a man of great parts ; very profligate, 
out I never heard he was impious.” Boswell. “Was 
there not a story of his ghost having appeared?” 
^HNSON. “Sir, it was believed. A waiter at the ' 
Hummums, in which house Ford died, had been 
absent for sortie time, and returned, not knowing that 
I ord was deao. Going down to the cellar, acco^rding 
to the story, he met him ; going down again, he met 
him a second time. When he came up, he asked some 
0. t.ie people of the house what Ford could be doing 


I 77 S CHARACTER AKD SUCCESS 303 

there. They told him Ford was dead. The waiter 
took a fever, in which he lay for some time. When 
he recovered, he said lie had a message to deliver to 
some women from Ford : but he was not to tell what, 
or to whom. He walked out ; he ivas followed ; biit 
soniewhere about St. Paul’s they lost him. lie came 
back, and said he had delivered"^ the message, and the 
women exclaimed, ' TheiTwe are all undone ! ’ Dr. 

Pellet, who was not a credulous man, enquired into 
the truth of this story, and he said the evidence was 
irresistible. My ivile went to the Hum mums ; (it is a 
place where people get themselves cupped.) I believe 
she went with intention to hear about this story of 
Ford. At first they were unwilling to tell her; but, 
after they had talked to her, she came away satisfied 
that it was true. To be sure, the man bad a fever ; 
and this vision may have been the beginning of it. 

But if the message to the women, and their behaviour 
upon it, were true as related, there was something 
supernatural. That rests upon his word ; and there 
it remains.” 

After Mrs. Thrale was gone to bed, Johnson and I 
sat up late. We resumed vSir Joshua Reynolds’s argu- 
ment on the preceding .Sunday, that a man ivould be 
virtuous, though he had no other motive than to pre- 
serve his character. Johnson, ‘-Sir, it is not true; 
for, as to this world, vice does not hurt a man’s cha- 
racter.” Boswell. ‘‘ Yes, Sir, debauching a friend’s 
wife will.” Johnson. ‘‘No, Sir. Who thinks the 

worse of - — for it ? ” Boswell. “ Lord was 

not his friend.” Johnson. “That is only a circum- 
stance, Sir; a slight distinction. He could not get 
into the house hut by Lord . A man is chosen 
Knight of the shire not the less for having debauched 
ladies.” Boswell. “ What, Sir, if he debauched the 
ladies of gentlemen in the county, will not there be a 
general resentment against him?” Johnson. “No, 

Sir. He will lose those particular gentlemen ; but the 
rest will not trouble their heads about it ” (warmly.) 

Boswell. “Well, Sir, I cannot think so.” Johnson. 

“ Nay, Sir, there is no talking with a man who will li 
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Rispiite wiiat every body knows, (an-rrily. ^ Don't you 
know this?’' BosnvELL. ‘‘No-, Sir; anti f wish lo 
think hotter of your country tha'n you r<.|)n;.sent il. i 
knew in Scotland a gentleman obliged to li;ave it for 
debauching a lady ; and in one of cjur ctounties an 
IkirFs I'wother lost his election i)ecaLise he had de- 
bauched the lady of another Earl in that f:rmnty, and 
destroyed the peace of a noble family.” 

Still he would not yield. Ele proceeded : ‘‘ Will 
you not allow, Sir, that vice doeS' not luirt a man’s 
»:.liaracter so as to obstruct his prosperity in life, when 

you . know that was: loaded with weaitli and 

honours; a man who. had acquired his fortune by 
such crimes that, his ' 'consciousness of them impelled 
'aim to cut his own throat?” Boswel'l, You will 
recollect, Sir, that Dr. Robertson said he cut his throat 
because he was weary of still life ; li'ttle things not 
being sufficient to move his great mind.” Johnson, 
(very angry.) Nay, Sir, what stuff is this? You had 
no more this opinion after Robertson said it tha:n 
before. .1 know nothing more offensive tlia',n repeat- 
ing what one knows to be foolish things by way of 
continuing a dispute, to see what a man vdll answer, 
— to make him your butt (angrier still.) Boswell. 

My dear Sir, I had no such intention as you seem 
tr3 suspect ; I had not indeed. Nlight not this noble- 
nian have felt every thing ‘ weary, stale, flat, and un- 
profitable,'’ as Hamlet says?” Johnson. Nay, if 
you are to bring in gabble, Til talk no more. I will 
not, upon my honour.” — My readers will decide upon 
this dispute. 

Next morning I stated to Mrs. Thraie at breakfast, 
fjefore he came down, the dispute of last night as to 
the influence of character upon success in life. vShe 
said he was certainly wrong ; and told me that a 
Baronet lost an election in Wales because lie had 
debauched the sister of a gentleman in the county, 
whom he made one of his daughters invite as her com- 
panion at his seat in the country, when his lady and 
liis other children were in London. But she would 
not encounter Johnson upon the subject. 
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I stayed all this day with him at Streatham. He 
talked a great deal in very good humour/ ■ 

Looking at Messrs. Dilly’s splendid edition of Lord 
Cliesterfieid’s miscellaneous works, he laughed/ and 
said, Here are now two speeches ascribed to him, 
both of which were written by me : and the best of it 
is, they have found out that one is like Demosthenes, 
and the other like Cicero.’’ 

He censured Lord Karnes’s ‘‘ Sketches of the History 
of Man,” for misrepresenting Clarendon’s account of 
the appearance of Sir George Viliiers’s ghost, as if 
Clarendon were weakly credulous ; when the truth is 
that Clarendon only says that the story was upon a 
better foundation of credit than usually such discourses 
are founded upon ; nay, speaks thus of the person who 
was reported to have seen the vision, the poor man 
if he had been at ail wakhig;'^ which Lord Karnes has 
omitted. He added, ‘‘in this book it is maintained 
that virtue is natural to man, and that if we would but 
consult our own hearts w’e should be virtuous. Now, 
after consulting our own hearts all we can, and with 
all the helps we have, w^e find ho\v few of us are 
virtuous. This is saying a thing which all mankind 
know not to be true.” Boswell. Is not modesty 
natural ? ” Johnson. I cannot say, Sir, as we find 
no people quite in a state of nature ; but I think the 
more they are taught the more modest they are. The 
French are a gross, ill-bred, untaught p>eople ; a lady 
there will spit on the floor and rub it with her foot. 
What I gained by being in France was learning to be 
better satisfied with my own country. Time may be 
employed to more advantage from nineteen to twenty- 
four almost in any way than in travelling ; wfoen you 
set travelling against mere negation, against doing no- 
thing, it is better to be sure ; but how much more w’ould 
a young man improve w'ere he to study during those 
years. Indeed, if a young man is wild, and must run 
after women and bad company, it is better this should 
be done abroad, as, on his return, he can break off 
such connections, and begin at home a new man, w'lth 
a character to form, and acquaintances to make 
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little does travelling supply to the- con vi-rsa lion of an}’ 
man who has ; travelled ; how little to Beaiiclerk?" 
B( 5SWELL, What say you to Lord — — ? " j oh xs< cs . 

1 never but. once 'heard him; talk of what he had 
seeiij and that was of a large serpent in one of the 
Jh’ramids of Egypt,” . .Boswei,l. “ Wellj I happened 
to hicar him. tel.1 the same, thingj wliich made me 
mention him.” 

I talked of a country life.— -Johnson. “ Were .1 to 
live in the country, I would not devote myself to the 
acquisition of popularity : I would' live in a much 
better way, much more happily I would, have iiiy 
ti.nie at my own command.” Bosw.ell, “ But., Sir, is 
it not a sad thing to be at a distance from all ou.r 
lite.rary friends ? ” Johnson. “ Sir, you will by and by 
have enough 'of t.h.is conversation, which now delights 
you so much.” 

As he was a zealous .friend of subordination, he 
was at ail times watchful to repress the vulgar cant 
against the manners of the great ; “ High peopde, Sir, 
(said he,) are the best ; take a hundred ladies of 
(juality, you’ll find them better wives, better mothers, 
more willing to sacrifice their own pleasure to their 
children, than a hundred other women. Tradeswomen 
(I mean the wives of tradesmen) in the city, who are 
worth from ten to fifteen thousand pounds, are the 
w’orst creatures upon the eartfe, grossly ignorant, and 
thinking viciousness fashionable. Farmers, I think, 
are often w-orthless fellows. Few lords will cheat; 
and, if they do, theyil be ashamed of it : farmers cheat 
and are not ashamed of it : they have all the sensual 
vices too of the nobility, with cheating into the bargain. 
There is as much fornication and adultery amongst 
farmers as amongst noblemen.” Boswell. “The 
notion of the wwld, Sir, how-ever, is that the morals 
of w^omen of eiuality are worse than those in low-er 
stations.” Johnson.- Yes, Sir, the ; licentiousness of 
one wmman of quality makes more noise than that of 
a number of w'omen in lower stations ; then, Sir, you 
are to consider the malignity of women in the city 
against wmmen of quality, wfeich will make them 


I77S GENERAL , BURGOYN-E’S DISASTER 307 

believe any thing of them, such as that they call their 
coachmen to bed. No, Sir, so far as I have observed, 
the higher in rank, the richer ladies are, they are the 
better instructed, and the more virtuous.” 

This year the Reverend Mr. Home published bis 
'‘Letter to Mr. Dunning, on the English Particle;” 
Johnson read it, and though not treated in it with 
sufficient respect, he had candour enough to say to 
Mr. Seward, “ VYere I to make a new edition of my 
Dictionary, I would adopt several^ of Mr. Horne’s 
etymologies ; I hope they did not put the dog in the 
pillory for his libel; he has too much literature for 
that.” 

On Saturday, May 16, I dined with him at Mr. 
Beauclerk’s, with Mr. Langton, Mr. Steevens, Dr. 
Higgins, and some others. I regret very feelingly 
every instance of my remissness in recording his memo- 
rabilia ; I am afraid it is the condition of humanity 
(as Mr, Windham, of Norfolk, once observed to me, 
after having made an admirable speech in the House 
of Commons, which was highly applauded, but which 
he afterwards perceived might have been better ;) 
“ that we are more uneasy from thinking of our -wants, 
than happy in thinking of our acquisitions.” This is 
an unreasonable mode of disturbing our tranquillity, 
and should be corrected ; let me then comfort myself 
w’ith the large treasure of Johnson’s conversation which 
I have preserved for my own enjoyment and that of 
the world, and let me exhibit wffiat 1 have upon each 
occasion, wffiether more or less, whether a bulse, or 
only a few sparks of a diamond. 

He said, “Dr. Mead lived more in the broad sun- 
shine of life than almost any man.”. 

The disaster of General Burgoyne’s army was then 
the common topick of conversation. It was asked 
why piling their arms was insisted upon as a matter of 

I In Mr. Horne Tooke’s enlargement of that “ Letter,” which he 
has since published with the title of ‘'''Es-ea TTreyDoevra ; or, the Diver- 
sions of Parley ; ” he mentions this compliment, as if Dr. Johnson 
instead of his etymologies had said a//. His recollection 

having thus 'magnified it, shews how ambitious he was of the appro- 
bation of so great a man. 
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such consequence, when it seemed to !)e a circumsiana.:: 
so incoiisiderabie' in itself. ■ Johnson. Wliy, Sir, a 
lo'cnch authoiir ^ //y a ifeaucVN/ Jc fni'nlifi’s i/ims 
la giitrre' All distinctions are trifles, because great 
tilings can seldom occur, and those (iisLiiictions are 
settled by custom. A savage would as willingly have 
his meat sent to him in the kitchen as eat it at the 
table here : as men become civilized, various modes 
of denoting honourable preference are invented^ 

He this day made the observation upon the 
similarity between Rasselas ” and Candida : which 
I liave inserted in; its proper place, when considering 
his admirable philosophical .Romance. He said 

Candide ” he thought had more power in it than any 
thing that Voifaire had written. 

He said, “ The lyrical part of Horace never can l)e 
perfectly translated; so much of the excellence is in 
the .numbers and the exp.ression. Francis has done it 
the best ; Fll take his, five out of six, agai,nst them 
ailF’ 

On Sunday, May 17, I presented to him M'r. 
Fullarton, of Fullarton, who has since distinguished 
Iiirnseif so much in India, to whom he naturally talked 
of travels, as Mr. Brydone accompanied him in his 
tour to Sicily and Malta. He said, ‘‘ The information 
which we have from modern travellers is much more 
authentick than what we had from ancient travellers ; 
ancient travellers guessed ; modern travellers measure. 
The Swiss admit that there is but one erroiir in Stanyan. 
If Brydone were more attentive to his Bible he would 
be a good traveller.’^ 

He said, Lord Chatham was a Dictator ; he pos- 
sessed the power of putting the State in motion ; now 
there is no j)ower, all order is relaxed.” Boswell. 
‘Ms there no hope of a change to the better? ” John- 
son. “Why, yes, Sir, when we are weary of this re- 
laxation. So the City of London will appoint its 
Mayors again by seniority.” Boswell. “ But is not 
that taking a mere chance for having a good or a bad 
Mayor? ” ; .Johnson. “ Yes,- Sir but the evil of com- 
pe,tition is greater than that of the worst Mayor that 
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can come ; besides, there is no more reason to sup- 
pose that the choice of a rabble will be right than 
that chance will be right.’"' 

On Tuesday, May 19, I was to set out for Scotland 
in the evening. He was engaged to dine with me at 
Mr. Billy’s ; I waited upon him to remind him of his 
appointment and attend him thither; he gave me 
some salutary counsel, and recommended vigorous 
resolution against any deviation from moral duty. 
Boswell. ^‘Eut you would not have me to bind my- 
self by a solemn obligation ? ” Johnson, (much 
agitated) What I a vow — O, no, Sir, a vow is a hor- 
rible thing, it is a snare for sin. The man who can- 
not go to heaven without a vow — may go — ” Here, 
standing erect, in the middle of his library, and rolling 
grand, his pause was truly a curious compound of the 
solemn and the ludicrous ; he half-whistled in his 
usual way, when pleasant, and he paused, as if checked 
by religious awe. — Methought he would have added — 
to Hell — but was restrained. I humoured the dilemma. 

"What 1 Sir, (said I,) f/;/ ccBlum jiisscris alluding 

to his imitation of it, 

And bid him go to Hell, to Hell he goes.” 

I had mentioned to him a slight fault in his noble 
“Imitation of the Tenth Satire of Juvenal,” a too 
near recurrence of the verb spread^ in his description 
of the young Enthusiast at College : 

“ Through all his veins the fever of renown, 

Spreads iiom the strong contagion of the gown; 
O’er Bodley’s dome his future labours spread, 

And Bacon’s mansion trembles o’er his head.” 

He had desired me to change spreads to burns,. 
but for perfect authenticity I now had it done with, 
his own hand.^ I thought this alteration not only 

1 The slip of paper on which he made the correction is deposited 
by me in the noble library to which it relates, and to which I have 
presented other pieces of his hand-writing. 
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cured the fault, -but ■■was more poetical, as it mi^ht 
carry a. ti alius-ion- to- the shirt by which ■ Hercules was 
inflamed. 

We had a quiet comfortable meeting at l\rr. l)!ll)'s : 
nobody there but ourselves. Mr. .Diily mentioi ledi 
■somebody having wished that .Miitoris TracUiie on 
Education ’’ should be printed along 'with his Poems 
in the edition of the English Poets then going on. 
Johnson. It would be breaking in upon the [.tlan : 
but would be of no great conseqiienGe. So far as it 
would be any thing, it would be wrong. Education in 
England has been in danger of being hurt by two of 
its greatest men, Milton and Locke. Milton’s plan is 
impracticable, and I suppose has never been tried. 
Locke’s, I fancy, has been tried often enough, but is 
very imperfect; it gives too much, to one side, and 
too little to the other; it g,ives too little to literature. — 
I shall do ■what I can for Dr, Watts; but , my materials 
are ve.ry scanty. 1-Iis poems are by no means his best 
works ; I cannot praise his poetry itself highly ; but I 
€a.n praise its design.” 

My illustrious friend and I parted with assurances 
of affectionate regard. 

I wrote to him on the 25 th of May, from Thorpe, 
in Yorkshire, one of the seats of Mr. Bosville, and 
gave him an account of my having passed a day at 
Lincoln, unexpectedly, and therefore without having 
any letters of introduction, but that I had been 
honoured with civilities from the Rev. Mr. Simpson, 
an acquaintance of his, and Captain Broadley, of the 
Lincolnshire Militia ; but more particularly from the 
Rev. Dr. Gordon, the Chancellor, who first received 
me with great politeness as a stranger, and, when 
I informed him who I was, entertained me at his 
house with the most flattering attention ; I also 
expressed the pleasure with which I had found that 
our worthy friend, Langton, was highly esteemed in his 
own county town. 
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“ TO DR. SA.MUEL JOHNSON. 

“ Edinbur!?h, June 18, 1778. 

“MYDE-ARSUL 

‘‘ Since my .return to Scotland I have been again 
at Lanark, and have had more conversation witli 
Thomson’s sister. It is strange that Murdoch, who 
was his intimate friend, should have mistaken his 
mother’s maiden name, which he says was Hume, 
whereas Hume was the name of his grandmother by 
the mother’s side. His mother’s name w^as Beatrix 
Trotter,^ a daughter of Mr. Trotter, of Fogo, a small 
proprietor of land. Thomson had one brother, w’hom 
he had with him in England as bis amanuensis ; but 
he was seized with a consumption, and having returned 
to Scotland, to try -^^hat his native air would do for 
him, died young. Re had three sisters, one married 
to Mr. .Bell, minister of the parish of Strathaven ; one 
to Mr, Craig, father of the ingenious architect, who 
gave the plan of the New Town of Edinburgh ; and 
one to Mr. Thomson, master of the grammar-school 
at Lanark. He was of a humane and benevolent 
disposition; not only sent valuable presents to his 
sisters, but a yearly allowance in money, and was always 
wishing to have it in his power to do them more good. 
Lord Lyttelton’s observation, that ^ he loathed much 
to write,’ was very true. His letters to his sister, Mrs. 
Thomson, were net frequent, and in one of them he 
says, ‘ All ni}'^ friends wdio know me, kno\^' how back- 
ward I am to write letters ; and never impute the 
negligence of my hand to the coldness of my heart.’ 

I send you a copy of the last letter which she had 
from him ; she never heard that he had any intention 
of going into holy orders. From this late intervie'w 
with his sister, I think much more favourably of him, 
as I hope you will. I am eager to see more of your 

^ Dr. Johnson was by no means attentive to minute accuracy in 
his " .Lives of the Poet.s for notwithstanding my having detected 
this mistake, he has continued it. 
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Trelaccs to the I^ets ; I .solace myself with the few 

|ii.ool-siicct's which- I iitivc.. 

I send another j arcel of Lord Hailes’s ‘ Vnnals.' 
■4.iicli you will please to return to me as .soon a.s vou 
ainveinentiy can. He says ‘he wishes jou woVlrl 
deeper ; ’ but he ma\- be proud that there 
Is so littie occasion to use the critical knife. 1 ever 
aiTi, my dear Sir, ' ' 

\ our faithful and affectionate, 

''hurabie servant, 

J.A.M'CS B0S\'\’',£LLf" 

vn pleased, at niy request, to 

v sh T* particulars of Hr. Johnson’s 

yt to Warley-cainp, where thi.s .•gentleman was at 

™ Lincolnshire 
tn m ^ °"’'i words in a letter 

romihvTjDh‘^“ suinmer of the year 177S that he 

Ca no to come down to the 

Lamp at Warley, and he stayed with me about a week • 
t t scene appeared, notwithstanding a great decree of 

l 'V '« «"3er. .0 iShS 

irtde . m,*"!”’ “‘jsreeing with the disposition that I 

ue.icve you know he constantly manifested towards 
enquiring into subjects of the mi itarv kind He sate 
of attention, to'obserfe the 

callfd inle <yurt-martial, that happened 

10 DC caiicd m the time of his stay with us ■ and one 

sHajor^of o’clock, he accompanied the 

aCL/^ ^ f regiment m going what are styled the 
toeW ’ K® observe the forms of visiting 

-ire reTd?into'f^‘'i "'Entries 

are ready in their duty on their several posts. He took 

occasion to converse at times on military topicks one 
in particular, that I see the mention of in your ‘ Tournai 
of a I our to the Hebrides,’ which lies opin befeirme " 
a^to gun-powder; which he spoke of to the same 
eflect, in part, that you relate. 

^ Aug. 28, 


VIST TO WARLEV CAMI- 
,, occasion, when tb^ r=, • 

througJi their exercise' he went 

at one of the extremities ont ^ !f '' men 

practices attentively; and wfalf J aJ! *eir 

remark was, ^Thf^ 4 ^ came awav hie 

and fire with wonderful' celeritt^ 

^ aiticular m requiring to know^in likewise 

of the musket balls in use and S 

«’■ ”®'’' '■= “r.=.=o' ^“irsytais 

difcL"£® “°'£*;; ,'“«■ “<J otaving the- 

he said that pJv^ ^ otticers and private^ 

of the better conditions onlfeS'thaf ^“"’o^ation 
o es was never exhiiiited to him ^ °r '"feriour 
f he cafiiities paid to him in e ^ '’io"'. 

guitlemen of the Lincolnshire 
ottep of which accommSed 
'"‘hich he slent • anri J "^oaated nm with a tent in 
courteously invited him to very 

appeared to be verv “ 11 ol^f P'h "'here ill 
ment, and the civilit-ies he rtd^/'’‘“h^'^ 

Oeneral; > the attention iikeudse nff°" 

^e-camp, Captain Smitli Lemed hf f^'^oeral’s aide- 
0 him, as appeared by their enmer' "’®^coine 

of discourse together Thn ^ri a great deal 

••cgiment liked e on L tf East-lS 

solicited his con mm V at ^ comini 

fixed his dSli so XTli"' 
with the invitation.” ’ ” not comply 


fo James Bosm'ell, Esq. 


the 3 -ou. of which 

^OU must not tie your friends S c first, 

spondence. You have a Ss ihl 
a«=c„o„ a„d e,tee„; C « .hTf"' 

J .When I one dnv "O need 


• When I one dnv m r ^ "Cec 

of the Honour he hnri e-’^Pressed to Genenl Hni 

I did .o.e//honot.r.r' friend, he poh-S^^-ed-'.fJ^ 
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of. reiterated profession-s* . W^hen. it may liappen that .1 
ca.n give you ei'.'Iier couiivSel or comfort, I hoiie it will 
never happen ^ to me that I should, neglect you ; ■ but 
you must not think ■ me criminal or cold if 1 sa\’ 
nothing when I have nothing to say. 

./‘You are now happy enough.. .YIrs. Boswell is 
recovered ; and I congratulate you upo.n the proba> 
bility of her long life. If general approbation will 
add any thing to your enjoyment, I can tell you that 
I have .heard you mentioned as a man 2ako77i every body 
likes. I think life has little more tohgive. 

has gone to his regiment. He has laid down 
his coach, and talks of making more contractions of 
his expence : how he will succeed I know not. It is 
difficult to reform a household gradually ; it may be 
better done by a system totally new. I am afraid he 
has always something to hide. When we pressed him 

to go to 5 he objected the .necessity of attendi.ng 

his navigation ; yet he could talk of going to Aberdeen, 
a place not much nearer his navigation. I believe he 

cannot bear the thought of living at in a state of 

diminution ; and of appearing among the gentlemen 
of the neighbourhood shorn of :kis beams. This is 
natural, but it is cowardly. I told him of the 

increasing expence of a grooving family seems to have 
struck him. He certainly had gone on with very 
confused view^s, and we have, I think, shown him that 
lie is wrong ; though, with the common deficience of 
advisers, we have not shown him how to do right. 

I wish you would a little correct or restrain your 
imagination, and imagine that happiness, such as life 
admits, may be had at other places as well as London. 
Without asserting Stoicism,^ it may be said that it is our 
business to exempt ourselves as much as we can from 
the power of external things. There is but one solid 
basis of happiness : and that is the reasonable hope 
of a happy futurity. This may be had every ivhere. 

1 [I suspect that this is a misprint, and that Johnson wrote 
“ without affecting Stoicism ; ” — but the original letter being burned 
in a mass of papers in Scotland, I have not been able to ascertain 
wliether my conjecture is well founded or not. The expression in 
the text, however, may be justified. — M.] 
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I do not Marne your preference of London to 
other places, for it is really to be preferred, if the 
choice is free ; but few have the choice of their place, 
or their manner of life : and mere pleasure ought not 
to be the prime motive of action. 

“Mrs. Thrale, poor thing, has a daughter. Mr. 
Tlirale dislikes the times, like the rest of us. Mrs. 
Williams is sick ; Mrs. Desmoulins is poor. I have 
miserable nights. Nobody is well but Mr. Levet. 

“1 am, dear Sir, 

AMur most, &c,, 

“Sam. Johnson.’' 

“ London, July 3, 1778.” 

In the course of this year there wms a diherence 
between him and his friend Mr. Strahan; the par- 
ticulars of which it is unnecessary to relate. Their 
reconciliation was communicated to me in a letter 
from Mr. Strahan, in the following words : 

“ The notes I shewed you that passed between him 
and me were dated in March last. The matter lay 
dormant till July 27, when he wrote to me as follows : 

‘To William Strahan, Esq. 

‘ SIR, 

‘ It would be very foolish for us to continue 
strangers any longer. You can never by persistency 
make wrong right. If I resented too acrimoniously, 

I resented only to yourself. Nobody ever saw^ or 
heard what I wrote. You saw that my anger was 
over, for in a day or two I came to your house. I 
have given you a longer time ; and I hope you have 
made so good use of it as to be no longer on evil 
terms with, Sir, 

‘ Amur, &c. 

‘Sam. Johnson." 

“ On this I called upon him: and he has since 
dined with me.” 

After this time the same friendship as formerly 
continued between Dr. Tohnson r-. 
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i\fy friend mentioned - to me a little drninislaiice of 
his attention, which, though we may smile at it, must 
I)e allowed to have its foundation in a nice and true 
knowledge of human life. ■ When I write to vScotland 
/said he,) I employ Strahan to trank ni}' letters, that 
he may have the consequence of appearing a Parlia- 
nient-nian among his countrymen.” 

To Captain Langton,^- Woirley-camp. 

DEAR SIR, 

“ When I recollect how long ago I was received 
with so much kindness at Waiiey Common, I am 
ashamed that I have not made some emiuiries after 
my friends. 

Pray how many sheep-stealers did you convict ? 
and how did you punish them ? When are you to be 
cantoned in better habitations ? The air grows cold, 
and the ground damp. ■ Longer stay in the camp 
cannot be without much danger to the health of the 
common men, if even the officers can escape. 

“ You see that Dr. Percy is now Dean of Carlisle ; 
about five hundred a year, with a power of presenting 
himself to some good living. -Lie is provided for. 

“ The session of the Club is to comnieiice with 
that of the parliament. Mr. Banks desnes to L'C ad- 
mitted ; he will be a very honourable aceession. 

‘VDid the King please you ? The Co fiuath men, 

I think, have some reason to complajii Reynolds 
says your camp is better than theirs. 

I hope you find yourself able to encounter this 
weather. Take care of your own health ; and, as you 
can, of your men. Be pleased to make my compli- 
ments to all the gentlemen whose notice I have had, 
and whose kindness I have experienced. 

I am, dear Sir, 

‘‘ Your most humble servant, 

‘‘Sam. Johnson.” 

“ October 31, 1778.’' 

^ Dr. Johnsoni here addresses his worthy friend, Bennet Langton, 
Esq., by his title as Captain of the Lincolnshire militia, in which he 
has since been most deservedly raised to the rank of Major. 


1778 BURNEY’S “HISTORY OF MUSIC” 317 

I wrote to him on the i8th of August, the i8th of 
September, and the 6th of November ; informing him 
of my having had another son born, whom I had 
called James ; that I had passed some time at Auchin- 
leek ; that the Countess of Loudoun, now in her 
ninety-ninth year, was as fresh as -when he saw her, 
and remembered him with respect ; and that his 
mother by adoption, the Countess of Eglintoune, had 
said to me, “ Tell Mr. Johnson I love him exceed- 
ingly ; that I had again suffered much from bad 
spirits ; and that as it was very long since I heard 
from him, I was not a little uneasy. 

The continuance of his regard for his friend Dr. 
Burney appears from the following letters : 


“To THE Reverend Dr, Wheeler, Oxford. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ Dr. Burney, who brings this paper, is engaged 
in a History of Musick ; and, having been told by Dr. 
Markham of some MSS. relating to his subject which 
are in the library of your College, is desirous to 
examine them. He is my friend; and therefore I 
take the liberty of entreating your favour and assistance 
in liis enquiry : and can assure you, with great con- 
fidence, that if you knew him he would not want 
any intervenient solicitation to obtain the kindness 
of one who loves learning and virtue as you love 
them. 

“ I have been flattering myself all the summer with 
the hope of paying my annual visit to my friends ; 
but something has obstructed me: I still hope not 
to be long without seeing you. I should be glad of 
a little literary talk ; and glad to shew- you, by the 
frequency of my visits, ho^v eagerly I love it when you 
talk it. 

“ I am, dear Sir, , 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 


London, November 2, 1778," 
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lo THE Reverend Dr. 'E.dwardsj Oxfof^d, 

SIR,' ■ 

r ■ Burney, has had so!iie account 

of a Welsh Manuscript m the llodlehn lihrarv, from 
which he hopes to gam some materials for ins History 
oi Miisick; but, being ignorant of the language, is at a 

loss ^^■here to find assistance. I make no doubt l,ut 

’'r’P difficulties, and 

.iieieioie take the liberty of recommendiiiL' him to 
your favour, as I am sure you will find iiim a man 
worthy of every civility that can be shewn, and everi- 
oenefit that can be conferred. 

“ But we must not let Welsh drive us from Greek, 
hat comes of Xenophon? If you do not like the 
aouble^ of publishing the book, do not let your com- 
mentaries be lost; contrive that they mav be publi.shed 

somewhere. ^ - 1 

‘‘ I am, Sir, 

“ Your humble servant, 

■■ London, Xovember 2, 177S.” 


Ihese letters procured Dr. Burney great kindness 
and friend y offices from both of these gentlemen, not 
only on that occasion, but in future' visits to the 
umversit)^ The same year Dr. foimson not only 
wrote to Dr. Joseph Marton in favour of Dr. Burney’s 
youngest son, who was to be piaced in the college 
erf Winchester, but accompanied him ivhen he went 
thither. 

We surdy cannot but admire the benevolent exer- 
tions of this great and good man, especially when we 
consider how gnevously he was afflicted with bad 
health, and how uncomfortable his home was made 
by the perpetual jarring of those whom he charitably 
accommodated under his roof. He has sometimes 
ri ‘^ojalk jocularly of his group of females, 
^d call them his Seraglio, He thus mentions them, 
together with honest Levet, in one of his letters to 
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AIrs% Thrale : : “ Williams hates .every .bo.dy ; Levet 
hates Desmoulins, and does, not love Williams ; Des- 
moulins hates them both; Poll- loves none o.f 

them.” 

To James Boswell, Esq. 

'' DEAR SIR, 

It is indeed a long time since I wrote, and I 
think you have some reason to complain ; however, 
you must not let small things disturb you, when you 
have such a fine addition to your happiness as a new 
boyj and I hope your lady’s health restored by bring- 
ing him. It seems very probable that a little care 
will now restore her, if any remains of her complaints 
are left 

You seem, if I understand your letter, to -be gain- 
ing ground at xiuchinleck, an incident that would give 
me great delight. 

“ When any fit of anxiety, or gloominess, or per- 
version of mind, lays hold upon you, make it a rule 
not to publish it by complaints, but exert your whole 
care to hide it ; by endeavouring to hide it you will 
drive it away. Be always busy. 

“The Club is to meet with the parliament; ^ve talk 
of electing Banks, the traveller ; he will be a reputable 
member. 

“ Langton has been encamped with his company of 
militia on Wariey- common; I spent five days amongst 
them ; he signalized himself as a diligent officer, and 
has very high respect in the regiment. He presided 
when I was there at a court-martial ; he is now 
quartered in Hertfordshire; his lady and little ones 
are in Scotland. Paoli came to the camp, and com- 
.mended the soldiers. 

“Of myself I have no great matters to say. My 
health is not restored, my nights are restless and 


^ Vol. ii. p, 33- 
- Miss Carmichael 
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(- Ijearer, Dr. Bur.ney, has had .some account 

of _a W elsh Manuscript in the Bodleian library, from 
’™f “ I’OP-S to gam some materials for his History 
ol Musick; but, being ignorant of the language, h at a 
loss «foere to find assistance. I make no doubt but 
help him through his difficulties, and 
dierefore take the liberty of recommending him to 
your favour, as I am sure you will find him a man 
worthy of every civility that can be shewn, and every 
ijcnent that can be conferred. 

“ But we must not let Welsh drive us from Greek 
What comes of Xenophon? If you do not like the 
trouble of publishing the book, do not let your com- 
mentanes be lost; contrive that they mav be published 
somewhere. 

I am, Sir, 

■ Your huiiible servant, 

■■ London, .November X778." “ 


hese jettere procured Dr. Burney great kindness 
and friendly- offices from both of these gentlemen, not 
only on that occasion, but in future vi.sits to the 
imiversitjR The same year Dr. Johnson not only 
wrote to Dr. Joseph Warton in fovour of Dr. Burney’s 
youngest son, who was to be placed in the college 
of Winchester, but accompanjpd him when he went 
thither. 

IVe surely cannot but admire the benevolent exer- 
Lions ol this great and good man, especially when we 
consider how grievously he was afflicted with bad 
health, and how uncomfortable his home was made 
by the perpetual jarring of those whom he charitably 
accommodated under his roof. He has sometimes 
suftered me to talk jocularly of hi.s group of females 

tie thus mentions them’ 
together with honest Level, in one of his letters to 
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Mrs. Thrale : ^‘ Williams hates every body; Levet 

hates Desraoiilins, and does not love Wiiiianis ; Des- 
moulins hates them both; Poir*^ loves none of 

them.” 


To James Boswell, Esq. 

‘‘ DEAR SIR, 

It is indeed a long time since I wrote, and I 
think you have some reason to complain; however, 
you must not let small things disturb you, when you 
have such a fine addition to your happiness as a new 
boy, and I hope your lady’s health restored by bring- 
ing him. It seems very probable that a little care 
will now restore her, if any remains of her complaints 
are left. 

“ You seem, if I understand your letter, to be gain- 
ing ground at Auchinleck, an incident that would give 
me great delight. 


‘‘ When any fit of anxiety, or gloominess, or per- 
version of mind, lays hold upon you, make it a rule 
not to publivSh it by complaints, but exert your whole 
care to hide it ; by endeavouring to hide it you will 
drive it away. Be always busy. 

^‘The Club is to meet with the parliament; we talk 
of electing Banks, the traveller; he will be a reputable 
member. 

‘‘ Langton has been encamped with his company of 
militia on Warley- common ; I spent five days amongst 
them ; he signalized himself as a diligent officer, and 
has very high respect in the regiment. He presided 
when I was there at a court-martial; he is now 
quartered in Hertfordshire ; bis lady and little ones 
are in Scotland. Paoli came to the camp, and com- 
mended the soldiers. 

Of myself I have no great matters to say. My 
health is not restored, my nights are restless and 

^ Vol. ii. p. 38. 

2 Liiss Carmichael 
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tedious. The best night that I have had these twenty 
years was at Fort-Augustiis. 

“ 1 hope soon to send you a few lives to read. 

I anij dear Sir, 

Your most affectionate, 

Sam. Johnson.” 

‘ ' N oveiii ber 2 'i , 1 77S. ’ ' 

About this time the Rev. John Hiisse}', wlic? 
had been some time in trade,' and. was then a derg}^- 
iiian of the church of England, being about to under- 
take a journey to Aleppo, "and other parts of the East, 
which he acconi'plished, Dr. Johnson, ('who had long- 
been in habits of intimacy .with him,) lionoiired- him 
with the following letter ; 

To Mr. John Hussey. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ I HAVE sent you the ^ Grammar,’ and have left 
you two books more, by which I hope to be remem- 
bered : write my name in them ; v'e may perhaps see 
each other no more; you part wii!\ my good w’ishes, 
nor do I despair of seeing you rettitii. Let no oppor- 
tunities of vice corrupt you ; Rt no bad example 
seduce you ; let the blindness of Afaiiometans coniirm 
you in Christianity. God bless 3 'oii, 

I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your affectionate hunibie servant, 

'YSam. Johnson.” 

“ iJeceiviber 29, 1770." 

. ■ . c 

Johnson this year expres.sed great satisfaction a'i 
the publication of the first volume of “ Discourses to 
the Royal Academy,” by Sir Joshua Reynolds, whorii 
he always considered as one of his literary school. 
Much praise indeed is due to tho.se excellent Di.s- 
courses, which are so universally admired, and for 
which the authour received from the Empress of Russia 
a gold snuff-box, adorned with her profile in das reliefs 
set in diamonds ; and containing what is infinitely 
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nunv \-aluali!c, a slip of paper, on which are written 
with fier imperial Majesty's own hand the following 
words : “ /9//r 4 ' Chevalie?^ BeynoMs en temaipiat^v /a 
CiU^fnih’^nent quefai resscntie d la kcfare de ses extrlltus 
disiViirs sur la peinturek 

'Fhis }-ear Johnson gave the tvorld a laminoits proof 
tiuit the \'igoiir of his mind in all its faculties, whether 
inenior}’, jiidgement, or imagination, was not in the 
least abated ; for this year came out the first four 
\'(aiunies of his “ Prefaces, biographical and critical, to 
the most eminent of the English Poets," published 
by the booksellers of London. The remaining volumes 
came out in the year 17S0. The Poets Avere selected 
by the several booksellers who had the honorary copy 
right, whicli is still preserved among them by mutual 
compact, notwithstanding the decision of the House of 
.l,a:)rds against the perpetuity of Literary Property. We 
have his own authority ^ that by his recommendation 
the poems oi: Blackmore, Watts, Pomfret, and Yalden 
were added to the collection. Of this work I shall 
speak; more particular]}' hereafter. 

On the 2 2d of January 1 wrote to him on several 
topicks, and raeiitionecl that as he had been so good as 
to permit me to have the proof sheets of his “ Lives 
of the Poets," I had written to his servant, Francis, to 
take care of them for me. 

Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

^'Edinburgh, Feb. 2, 1779. 

“ MY BEAR SIR, 

‘‘Garrick’s death is a striking event; not that 
we should be surprised with the death of any man 
who has lived sixty-two years ; ^ but because there was 
a vivacity in our late celebrated friend which drove 
away the thoughts of death from any association W'ith 

^ Life of Watts. 

“ [Oil Mr. Oarrick’s Alonument in Lichfield Cathedral he is said 
to fepe died, “aged 64 years.” But it Is a mistake, and Mr. Bos- 
V, is perfect! \'yorrect. Garrick was baptized at Hereford, Feb, 28, 
1716 ;y, anrl tlied at his house in London, Jan. 20, 1779. The in- 
accuracy of iapidiiry inscriptions is well known.— M.] 
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/ihu, I am sure you will be tenderly affected with his 
departure ; and : I would wish to hear from you upon 
the subject. I was obliged to hiiii in my days of 
effervescence in London, when poor Derrick was my 
governour ; and since that time I received many civili- 
ties from him. Do you remember how pleasing it 
was when I received a letter from him at Inverary, 
upon our first return to civilized living after our He- 
bridean journey. I shall always remember him with 
affection as 'well as admiration. 

On Saturday last, being the 30th of January, I 
drank coffee and old port, and had solemn conversa- 
tion with the Reverend Mr. Falconer, a non-juring 
bishop, a very learned and worthy man. He gave 
two toasts, which you will believe I drank with cor- 
diality, Dr. Samuel Johnson and Flora Macdonald. I 
sat about four hours with him, and it was really as if 
I had been living in the last century. The Episcopal 
Church of Scotland, though faithful to the royal house 
of Stuart, has never accepted of any since 

the Revolution ; it is the only true Episcopal Church 
in Scotland, as it has its own .succession of bishops. 
For as to the episcopal clergy who take the oaths to 
the present government, they indeed follow’ the rites 
of the Church of England, but, as Bishop Falconer 
observed, ^ they are not Episcopais ; for they are under 
no bishop, as a bishop cannot have authority beyond 
his diocese.’ This venerable gentleman did me the 
honour to dine with me yesterday, and he laid his 
hands upon the heads of my little ones. We had a 
good deal of curious literary conversation, particularly 
about Mr. Thomas Ruddiman, with whom he lived in 
great friendship. 

‘‘ Any fresh instance of the uncertainty of life makes 
one embrace more closely a valuable friend. My 
dear and much respected Sir, may God preserve }’ou 
long in this w’orld while I am in it. 

I am ever, 

‘‘ Your much obliged. 

And affectionate humble servant, 

‘‘James Bosweix.” 
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(In the 23d of February I wrote to him again, com- 
ykiiiiing of liis silence, as I had heard he was ill, and 
fiad written lo Mr.. Thrale for iiiforniatioii conGeriiing 
him: and I announced my intention of soon being 
again in London. 


“ To James Boswell, Esq. ' 

DEAR S,iR, 

‘‘ Why should you take such delight to make a 
bustle, to .write to Air. Thraie that I am negligent, and 
to Francis to do what is so very unnecessary. Thrale, 
yoiMiiay be sure, cared not about it ; and I s,hall spare 
Francis the trouble by ordering a set both of the Lives 
and Poets to dear Mrs. Boswell,^ in acknowledgement 
of her marmaiade. Persuade her to accept them, and 
accept them kindly. If I thought she would receive 
them scornfully, I would send them to. Miss Boswell, 
who, I hope, has yet none of her mamma’s ill-will 
to me* 

I would send sets of Lives, four volumes, to some 
other friends, to Lord Hailes iirst.. His second volume 
lies by my bed-side ; a book surely of great labour, 
and to every just thinker of great delight. Write me 
word to whom I shall send besides ; would it please 
Lord Aiichinleck? Airs. Thrale waits in the coach. 

I am, dear Sir, Kc., 

Sam. Johnson.” 

March 13, 1779.” 


This letter crossed me on the road to London, 
where I arrived on Alonday, Alarch 15, and next 
morning at a late hour found Dr. Johnson sitting over 
his tea, attended by Mrs. Desmoulins, Air. Levet, and 
a clergyman, who had come to submit some poetical 
pieces to his revision. It is wonderful what a number 
and variety of writers, some of them even unknown to 
him, prevailed on his good-nature to look over their 
works, and suggest corrections and improvements. 

^ He sent a set elegantly bound and gilt, which was received as a 
very handsome present. 






i: 



My arrival interrupted for a little while the iiii|:)ortaiit 
[jiisiness of this true representative of Ija\'es ; upon its 
Iseing resiirried, I found that the subject under imine- 
riiate consideration was a translation, yet in oiaiiiisc:ri|;)t, 
of the Ctrrmm Sccuiare of Horace, which had this year 
l:)een set to musick, and performed as a ];}iiblick enter- 
tainment in London, for the joint beneht of Monsieur 
Philidor and Signor Baretti. When Johnson had done 
reading, the authour asked him bluntly, ‘‘ If upon tlie 
whole it was a good translation?” Johnson, whose 
regard for truth was uncommonly strict, seemed to be 
puzzled for a moment what answer to malie ; as he 
certainly could not honestly commend tlie perform- 
mice : with exquisite address he evaded the question 
tiius, Sir, I do not say that it may not be made a 
\’ery good translation.” Here nothing whatever in 
favour of the performance was affirmed, and }'et the 
writer was not shocked, ik printed “ Ode to the 
Vfarlike Genius of Britain ” came next in review ; 
the bard was a lank bony figure, with short black hair; 
he was writhing himself in agitation while Johnsoii 
read, and, shewing his teeth in a grin of earnestness, 
exclaimed in broken sentences, and in a keen sharp 
tone, ‘Ms that poetry, Sir. ^ — Is it, Pindar ? ” — John- 
son.' “ Why, Sir, there is here a great deal of what is 
called poetry.” 'Phen, turning to me, the poet cried, 
“ My muse has not been long upon the town, and 
(pointing to the Ode) it trembles under the hand of 
the great critick.” Johnson, in a tone of displeasure, 
asked him, “ Why do you praise Anson ? ” I did not 
trouble him by asking his reason for this question. 
He proceeded, “Here is an errour, Sir; you have 
made Genius feminine.” — “ Palpable, vSir: (cried the 
enthusiast) I know it. But (in a lower tone) it was to 
pay a compliment to the Duchess of Devonshire, with 
which her Grace was pleased. She is walking across 
Coxheath, in the military uniform, and I suppose iier 
to be the Genius of Britain.” JohNvSon. “ Sir, you 
are giving a reason for it; but that will not make it 
right. You may have a, reason , why two and, two 
should make five ; but they will still make but four.” 
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Althoiig’n i was several times with him in the course 
of the fuilowing days, such it seems were my occiipa- 
tioiis, or such my negligence, that I have preserved no 
nieinorial. of his conversatioii till Friday, i\Iarch 26, 
when I visited him. , He said he expected to be 
attacked on account of his Lives of- the Poets.” 
“ Howen’er (said he) I ’would rather be attacked than 
unnoticed. For the worst thing you can do to an 
nulhoiir is to l)e silent as to his works. An assault 
upon a town is a bad thing, but starving it is still worse : 
an. assault .may l)e iinsiiccess.fiil, you may have more 
men killed than you kill : but if you starve the town, 
you are sure of victory,” 

Talking of a friend of ours associating with, persons 
of very discordant principles and characters, I said he 
was a \*ery universal man, quite a man of the world. 
JonxsoN. Yes, Sir; but one .may be so much a man 
of the world as to be nothing in the ’^vorld. .1 
.remember a passage in Goldsmith’s ‘ Yicar of Wake- 
iieicl,’ which he was afterwards fool enough to expunge : 

do not love a man who is zealous for nothing.’ ” 
That was a fine passage.” Johnson. 

Yes, Sir : there was another fine passage too, which 
he struck out: AVhen I was a young man, being 
anxious to distinguish mysel.f, I was perpetually start- 
ing new propositions. But I soon gave this over, for 
I found that generally what was new was false.’ 

I said I did not like to sit "with people of whom I had 
not a good opinion. Johnson. “ But you must not 
indulge your delicacy too much ; or you will be a 
man all your life.” 

During my stay in London this spring, I find Twas 
unaccountably negligent in preserving Johnson’s say- 
ings, more so than at any time when I was happy 

^ , Dr. I^iurney, in a note introduced in a forraer page, has men- 
tioned this circiinistance, concerning Goldsmith, as communicated 
to liim 'hy Dr. Jclmson ; not recollecting that it occurred here. Elis 
rumrirk, however, is not wholly .supeniuous, as it a.scertains that the 
words whieii Goldsmith had put into the mouth of a fictitious cha- 
oictiu' in “ Wrie Vicar of Wakefield,’’ and which, as we lea.ni from 
Dr. Johnson, he afterwards e.Kpimged, related, like many other pas- 
sages ill his Novel, to himself. — M.j 
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enough to have an opportunity of hearing hi.s wisdon> 
and w,t. l here is no heip for it now. Imustcontm 
iny .'>elt H ith pre.senting .such scrap.? as I have Rut I 
am nevertheless ashamed and vexed to think hoivmuch 
l a.s been lost. It is not that .there was a bad cron 
this year - but that I wa.s not sufficiently caSfui n) 
gatheiing It in. I, therefore, in some instances car 
oiity exhibit a few detached fragments. 

J alking of the wonderful concealment of the nnthr 
of tho celei„,«d fetters sigrred ° “f 'g 

should have believed Uurke to be Junius because r 
know no man but Burke who is caDahlf ^ nf -‘t ^ ' 

mT*"” ®Pon‘a»eouslv denied 'it “to 

ne. I he case would have been differed had I as 
him It he was theauthour; a man so que.stioned itto 
denyTt?’’’'”'"" think L has a right to 

beS'honmlTdS had 

necn nonouied ruth extraordinary attention in his own 
ffi ™n fash f“;\^'l^-^<=eption made in his fovou; 

debtors. Thus to If 

kinSsrh^'a consideration okd 

sinuntss, IS a proof of no common merit.” 

At vhtreatham, on Monday, March ->n at h,-r.u r . 
he n.ah,tui„ed Ih.i a falhertad „ ighf ,o ctS 
.hcMnehnations of hi. daughi.,. i„ “ 

corf«.'',r*'”“*’'’ o'l "'■™ f visited him, and 

“5 V th.ri'fT °‘ seJdom bee,; 

fL?? 

satisfaction: instead of a harsh animadversion £ 

"“slidA'So? “ 

.?'.he 

» .tr,rfseiM.».?*s„rr 'r"2r“b? 

^ See p. 163. 
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had liere for the moneVj even by ladies, than a,ny 
uhere else. You cannot play tricks with your 
iiirtuiie in a smali place; you mUvSt make an uniform 
ap[;en ranee. Here a lady may have well-furnished 
ripnrlments, and elegant dress, without any meat in 
her kitchen.” 

f was amused ' by considering with how much ease 
and coolness lie could write or talk to a friend, 
e‘diorling him not to suppose that happiness was' 
not to be found as well in other places as in London ; 
when lie himself was at all times sensible of its being, 
comparatively spieaking, a heaven- upon earth. The 
truth is that, by those who from sagacity, attention, a!id 
experience have learnt the full advantage of London, 
its pre-eminence over every other place, not only for 
variet].’ of enjoyment, but for comfort, will be feit with 
a phiiosophical exultation. The freedom from remark 
and petty censure with which life may be passed there 
is a circiirnstance which a man who knows the teasing 
restraint of a narrow circle must relish highly, Mr. 
Burke, whose orderly and amiable domestick habits 
might make the eye of observation less irksome to him 
than to most men, said once very pleasantly, in my 
hearing, “Though I have the honour to represent 
Bristol, I should not like to live there; I should be 
obliged to be so much iipo-n my good l)e/itivio2ird In 
London a man may live in splendid society at one 
time, and in frugal retirement at another, without 
animadversion. There, and there alone, a man’s own 
house is truly his castk\ in which he can be in perfect 
safety from intrusion whenever lie pleases. I never 
shall forget how well this was expressed to me one day 
by Mr. Meynell : “The chief advantage of ■ London 
(said he) is that a man is always so near his burrow P 
He said of one of his old acquaintances, “ He is 
very fit for a travelling governoiir. He knows French 
very well. He is a man of good principles ; and there 
would be no danger that a young gentleman should 
catch, his manner ; for it is so very bad that it must 
be avoided. In that respect he would be like the 
drunken Helot.” ' 
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A gentleman has informed roe that Johnson said of 
lilt; .vime person j Sir, he has the most Z/nyrM/ Uiider- 
slanding of any man ^vhom 1 have ever known;’ 

On Friday, April 2, being Goad-Frida\9 I visited 
iiiin ill the morning as usual ; and finding that we in- 
sensibly fell into a train of ridicule upon the foibles of 
one of our friends, a very worthy man, I, by way of a 
clieck, quoted some good admonition from “The 
(Government of the Tongue,” that very pious book. 
It happened also, remarkably enough, that the subject 
of the sermon preached to us to-day by Dr. Burrows, 
the rector of St. Clement Danes, was the certainty 
that at the last day ive must give an account of “ the 
deeds done in the body ; ” and amongst various acts 
of culpability he mentioned evil-speaking. xVs we 
were moving slowly along in the crowd from church, 
Johnson jogged my elbow and said, “ Did you attenci 
to the sermon?” — “Yes, Sir, (said I,) it was very ap- 
plicable to He, however, stood upon the defen- 

sive. “ Why, Sir, the sense of ridicule is given us, 
and may be lawfully used. Tlie aiithour of ‘ The 
(Government of the Tongue ’ would have us treat all 
men alike.” 

In the interval between morning and evening service 
he endeavoured to employ himself earnestly in de- 
votional exercise ; and, as he has mentioned in his 
“ Prayers and Meditations,” ^ gave me “ Zcs Femecs 
de Paschal^' that I might not interrupt him. I pre- 
serve the book with reverence. His presenting it to 
me is marked upon it with his own hand, and I have 
found in it a truly divine unction. \Ye went to church 
again in the afternoon. 

On Saturday, April 3, I visited him at night, and 
found him sitting in IMrs. Williams’s room with her 
and one who he afterwards told me was a natural 
son “ of the second Lord Southwell. The table had 
a singular appearance, being covered with a hetero- 
geneous assemblage of oysters and porter for his 

* Page 173. 

2 [Mr. Mauritius Lowe, a painter, in whose favour Johnson, some 
years afterwards, wrote a kind letter to Sir Joshua Reynolds. — M. ] 
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r»)!iipany, and tea for himselC I mentioned my 
iirnina lie;u*cl an eminent physician, who was himself 
;i i lirislian, argue in favour of universal toleratiooj 
and maintain that no man could be hurt by another 
Ilian's differing from him in opinion. John son. ‘‘Sir, 
\’oa are to a certain degree hurt by knowing that even 
one nm 11 does not believe.” 

( )n Eiasler-day, alter solemn service at St. PaiiFs, I 
dined witli him : Mr. Allen the printer was also his 
guest. Pie was uncommonly silent ; and I have not 
written d<.)wn any thing, except a single curious fact, 
wiiich, having the sanction of his inflexible veracity, 
iiia)^ he received as a striking instance of human in- 
sen siftility and inconsideration. As he was passing by 
a, fishmonger wiio was skinning an eel alive, he heard 
him “ curse it, because it would not lie still.” 

On ’\\'ednesda}g April 7, I dined with liim at vSir 
Joshua Reynolds’s. I, have not marked what company 
was there. Johnson harangued upon the qualities of 
different liquors ; and spoke with great contempt of 
claret, as so weak that “a man would be drowned by 
it before it made him drunk.” He was persuaded to 
drink one glass of it, that he might judge, not from 
recollection, whicii might be dim, but from immediate 
sensation. He shook his head, and said, “ Poor stuff! 
No, Sir, claret is the liquor for boys; port for men; 
but he who aspires to be a hero (smiling) must drink 
brandy. In the first place, the flavour of brandy is 
most grateful to the palate ; and then brandy will do 
soonest for a man what drinking can do tor him. 
There are, indeed, few who are able to drink brandy, 
'riiat is a power rather to be wished for than attained. 
And yet, (proceeded he) as in all pleasure hope is a 
considerable part, I know not but fruition comes too 
quick by brandy. Florence wine I think the wvorst; 
it is wPiie only to the eye ; it is wine neither while you 
are drinking it nor after you have drunk it ; it neither 
pleases the taste nor exhilarates the spirits.” I re- 
minded him how' heartily he and I used to drink wine 
together when we were' first acquainted; and howl 
used to have a head-ache after sitting up wdth him 
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He did not like to have this recalled, or, perhaps, 
tiiinking that I ]:}oasted improperly, resolved to have 
a witty stroke at .me ; “ Nay, Sir, it was not the -ri-ove 
that made your head ache, but the jvwiv that I put into 
it.” BoswivLl. What, Sir ! will sense make tlie head 
ache?” Johnson. ^'Yes, Sir, (with, a smile) wlien it 
is not used to it.” — No man who has a true relish of 
pleasantry could be offended at this; espedoily if 
Jo.l'inson in a long intimacy had given him reiKvileci 
proofs of his rega.rd and good estimation. I used to 
say that, as he had given me a thousand |)oiinds in 
praise, he had a good righit now and. then to take a 
guinea from me. 

On Thursday, .April 8, I dined with him at .i\.fr. 
.Allan Ramsay’s, with Lord Graba,m a.i.id some other 
co.mpa.n.y. We talked of Shakspeare’s witches. John- 
son. “ They are beings of his own creation ; they are 
a compound of malignity and meanness, without any 
abilities : and are quite different from the Italia.n 
.magician. King James says in his * Da 2 m,o.nology ’ 

‘ Magicians command the devils : witches are their 
servants.’ The Italian magicians are elegant beings.” 
Ramsav. Opera witches, not Drury-lane witches.” — 
Johnson observed that abilities might be employed in 
a narrow sphere, as in getting money, which he said 
he believed no man could do without vigorous parts, 
though concentrated to a point. Ramsay. Yes, like 
a strong liorse in a mill ; he pjulls better.” 

Lord Graham, while he praised the beauty of Loch- 
lomond, on the banks of which is his family seat, com- 
plained of the climate, and said he could not bear it. 
Johnson. ‘‘ Nay, my Lord, don’t talk so : you may 
bear it well enough. Your ancestors have borne it 
more years than I can tell.” This was a handsome 
compliment to the antiquity of the House of Montrose. 
His Lordship told me afterwards that he had only 
affected to complain of the climate ; lest, if he had 
spoken as favourably of his country as he really 
thought, Dr. Johnson might have attacked it. John- 
son was very courteous to Lady Margaret Macdonald. 
'Madam, (said he,) when I was in the Isle ^ of Sky I 
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^.L'ard of ilir fseople running to take the stones off the 
road* lest Lady Ma.rgaret’s horse should sturable.” 

I ,or(l ( Iraiiam commended Dr. Drummond at Naples 
as a man of extraordinary talents; and added Ihal he 
hail a great love of liberty. Johnson'. ■ “ He is 
lily Lonl ; (looking to his I.ordship with an arch smile) 
all Aw love liberty^ till experience convinces them 
they are not so fit to govern themselves as they 
imagined. We are all agreed as to our own liberty ; 
we would ha\'e as much of it as we can get ; but we 
are not agreed as to the liberty of others ; for in pro- 
portion as we take, others must lose. I, believe we 
iiardly wish that the mob should have liberty to govern 
us. Wlien tliaf was the case some time ago, no man 
was at liberty not to have candles in his windo^vs.” 
Ramsay. “ The result is that order is better than con- 
fusion.” Johnson. ‘‘The result is that order cannot 
be had but by subordination.” 

On Friday, April 16, I had been present at the 
trial of the unfortunate Mr. Hackman, who, in a fit of 
frantick jealous love, had shot Miss Ray, the favourite 
of a nobleman. Johnson, in whose company I dined 
to-day with some other friends, was much interested 
by my account of what passed, and particularly with 
his prayer for the mercy of heaven. He said, in a 
solemn fervid tone, “ I hope he s/m// find mercy.” 

This day a violent altercation arose between John- 
son and Beauclerk, which having made much noise 
at the time, I think it proper, in order to prevent 
any future misrepresentation, to give a minute account 
of it. 

In talking of Hackman, Johnson argued, as Judge 
Blackstone had done, that his being furnished with 
two pistols was a proof that he meant to shoot two 
persons. Mr. Beauclerk said, “ No ; for that every 
wise man who intended to shoot himself took two 
pistols, that he might be sure of doing it at once. 

Lord fs cook shot himself with one pistol, and 

lived ten days in great agony. Mr.' , who loved 

buttered muffins, but durst not eat them because they 
disagreed with his stomach. ^ * 
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and then he eat three buttered muffins for breakfast 
before shooting himself, knowing that he should not 
be troubled with indigestion ; he had two charged 
pistols ; one was found lying charged upon the table 
l„)y him, after he had shot himself with the other.” — 
“ W^'eH, (said Johnsoii, with an air of triiunph,) you see 
here one pistol was sufficient.” Eeauclerk replied 
smartly, ‘‘Because it happened to kill him.” And 
either then or a very little afterwards, being piqued 
at Johnson’s triumphant remark, added, “ This is w'hat 
you don’t know and I do.” There was then a ces- 
sation of the dispute ; and some minutes intervened, 
during wdiich dinner and the glass went on cheerfully ; 
when Johnson suddenly and abruptly exclaimed, “ Mr. 
Beaucierk, how^ came you to talk so petulantly to me, 
as ‘This is wffiat you don’t know, but what I know? 
One thing 1 know, which you don’t seem to know, 
that you are very uncivil.” Beauclerk. “ Because 
you began by being uncivil, (which you always are.) ” 
The words in parentheses were, I believe, not heard 
by Dr. Johnson. Flere again there was a cessation 
of arms. Johnson told me that the reason why he 
waited at first some time without taking any notice of 
what Mr. Beauclerk said was because he was thinking 
whether he should resent it. But when he considered 
that there were present a young Lord and an eminent 
traveller, two men of the world with whom he had 
never dined before, he was apprehensive that they 
might think they had a right to take such liberties 
with him as Beauclerk did, and therefore resolved he 
would not let it pass ; adding “ that he would not 
appear a coward.” A little while after this the con- 
versation turned on the violence of Hackman’s temper. 
Johnson then said, “It was his business to command 
his temper, as my friend, Mr. Beauclerk, should have 
done some time ago.” Beauclerk. “ I should learn 
of pvr//, Sir.” Johnson. “Sir, you have given ?ne 
opportunities enough of learning, when I have been 
in gvwr company. No man loves to be treated with 
conteinpt.” Beauclerk. (with a polite inclination 
towards Johnson) “ Sir, you have known me twenty 
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yam, and, however I may have treated others, you 
ii):iy he sure 1 could never treat you with contempt.’' 
Jou\S(jS. “ASir, you have said more than was neces- 
sary.” Thus it ended; and Beaoclerk’s coach not 
haviiip^ come for him till very late, Dr. Johnson and 
another gentleman sat with him a long time after the 
rest of tile company were gone; and he and I dined 
at heauclerk’s on the Saturday se’nnight following. 

After this tempest had subsided, I recollect the 
following particulars of his conversation : 

‘hi am always for getting a boy forward in his 
learning ; for that is a sure good. ■ I would let him at 
first read a/^y English book which happens to engage 
his attention ; because you have done a great deal 
when you have brought him to have entertainment 
from a book. Fie’!! get lietter books afterwards.” 

Mallet, I believe, never wrote a single line of his 
projected life of t he Duke of Marlborough. He groped 
for materials ; and thought of it till he had exhausted 
his mind. Thus it sometimes happens that men 
entangle themselves in their own schemes.” 

To be contradicted in order to force you to talk 
is inighty unpleasing. You shme, indeed; but it is by 
being growidT 

Of a gentleman who made some figure among the 
Literati of his time, (Mr. Fitzherbert,) he said, ‘‘ What 
eminence he had was by a felicity of manner : he had 
no more learning than what he could not help.” 

On Saturday, April 24, I dined with him at Air. 
Beauderk's, with Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Jones, 
(afterwards Sir William,) Air. Langton, Air. Steevens, 
Air. Paradise, and Dr. Higgins. I mentioned that 
Air. Wilkes had attacked Garrick to me, as a man who 
had no friend. Johnson. ‘‘ I believe he is right, Sir. 

01 ov cf)LXo<; — He had friends, but no friend.^ 

Garrick was so diffused, he had no man to whom he 
wished to unbosom himself. He found people always 
ready to applaud him, and that always for the same 
thing : so be saw^ life with great uniformity.” I took 
upon me, for once, to fight with Goliath's weapons, 

^ See p. 252, and vol. i. p. 148. 
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and play the sopnist. — Garrick did not need a friend 
as he got from every body all he wanted. What i.s a 
friend.’ One who supports you and comforts vou 
while others do not. Friendship, you know, .Sir, i.s the 
cordial drop, ' to make the nauseous draught of life "c 
down : ’ but if the draught be not nau.seous, if it be ail 
sw'eet, there is no occasion for that drop.” Johxsox 
“ Many men would not be content to live so. I lioeJ 
I shoula not. I hey would wish to have an intimate 
tnenci, with whom they might compare minds ami 
chen-sh private virtues.” One of the companv men- 
tioned Lord Chesterfield as a man who had no friend. 
JOHNOSON. “ I’here were more materials to make friend- 
ship Garrick, had he not been so diffused.” Bos- 
w'iiLL. “ Garrick was pure gold, but beat out to thin 
leal. Lord Chesterfield was tinsel.” John.son. “ Gar- 
nck was a very good man, the cheerfulest man of his 
age ; a decent liver in a profession which is supposed 
to give indulgence to licentiousness ; and a man who 
gave a\vay, freely, money acquired by himself. He 
began the wprld with a great hunger for money ; the 
son 01 a half-pay officer, bred in a family whose study 
was to make four-pence do as much as others made 
lom -pence halfpenny do. But when he had got 
money he was very liberal.” I presumed to animad- 
vert on bis ^eulogy on Garrick in his “Lives of the 
loets.. “\ou .say, Sir, his death eclipsed the gaietv 
of nations.” John.son. “I could not have .said more 
nor less. It is the tmth ; not extinguisked ; 

and his death if/V eclipse ; it was like a storm.” Bos- 
well. But why nations? Did his gaiety extend 
further than his own nation ? ” Johnson. “Why, 
S‘r.. some exaggeration must be allowed. Besides’ 
nations may be said— if we allow the .Scotch to be a 
naiion, and to have gaiety, — which they have not. 
dou aie an exception, though. Come, gentlemen, let 
us candidly admit that there is one Scotchman who is 
cheerful.” Beauclerk. “But he is a very unnatural 
Scotchman.”^ I, however, continued to think the com- 
piinient to Garrick hyperbolically untrue. His actinp’ 
had ceased sometime before his death ; at any rate 
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he had aclud in Ireland but a short time, at an early 
period uf his lifcj and never in vScotland, I objected 
also to vdnat appears an anticlimax of praise, wiien 
c'ontrasted with the preceding- paneg^wick, — and 
diminished the pub lick stock of harmless pleasure ! 
— “ Is not harmJess pleasure very tame ?’' Johnson, 

Nay, Sir, harmless pleasure is' the highest praise. 
"Idc-asiire is a word of dubious import; pleasure is in 
general dangerous, and pernicious to virtue ; to be able 
therefore to furnish pleasure that is harmless, pleasure 
pure and unalloyed, is as great a power as man can 
possess/’ Tills was, perhaps, as inge'tiious a defence 
as could be made ; still, however, I was not satisfied. 

A celebrated wit being mentioned, he said, One 
may say of him as was said of a French wit, Ji nhi de 
Pesprit gue confre Dieu. I have been several times in 
company with iiim, but never perceived any strong 
power of wit. He produces a general effect by vario'us 
means ; he has a cheerful countenance and a gay 
voice. Besides, his trade is wit. It would be as wild 
in him to come into company without merriment as 
for a highwayman to take the road without bis pistols.” 

'Talking of the effects of drinking, he said, “ Drink- 
ing may be -practised with great prudence: a man 
who exposes himself when he is ' intoxicated has not 
the art of getting drunk : a sober man who happens 
occasionally to get drunk readily enough goes into 
a new company, which a man who has been drinking 
should never do. Such a man will undertake any 
thing ; he is without skill in inebriation. I used to 
slink home when I had drunk too much. xA man 
accustomed to self-examination will be conscious when 
he is drunk, though an habitual drunkard will not be 
conscious of it I knew a physician who for twenty 
years was not sober; yet in a pamphlet which he 
wrote upon fevers he appealed to Garrick and me for 
his vindication from a charge of drunkenness, xA 
bookseller (naming him) who got a large fortune by 
trade was so habitually and equably drunk that his 
most intimate friends never perceived that he was 
more sober at one time than another.'’ 
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lalking of celebmted and successful irregiifar 
practisers in physick, he said, “ 'Taylor ^ was tlic 
most ignorant man I ever knew, but s|;srightly : Ward, 
tiie dullest. Ta-jrlor challenged me otice to talk Lati!! 
with him j (laughing.) I quoted some of Horace, 
which he took to be a part of my own speech. He 
said a few words well enough.” Bkaucij-kk. ‘■'‘= I 
remember, Sir, you said that Ta3']or was an instance 
how Ihr impudence could carry ignorance.” — Air. 
Beauclerk was very entertaining this da)', and told us 
a number of short stories in a lively elegant manner, 
and with that air of f/ie ivorld which has I know not 
what ' impressive effect, as if there were something 
more than is expressed, or than perhaps W'e could 
perfectly understand. As Johnson and I accom- 
panied' Sir Joshua Reynolds in his coach, Johnson 
said, ‘'There is in Beauclerk a predominance over 
his company that one does not like. But he is a 
man who has lived so much in the world that he has 
a short story on every occasion ; he is always ready to 
talk, and is never exhausted.” 

Johnson and I passed the evening at Miss Re}'- 
oolds’s, Sir Joshua’s sister. I mentioned that an emi- 
nent friend of ours, talking of the common remark 
that affection descends, said that “ this was wisely 
contrived for the preservation of mankind ; for which 
it was not so necessary that there should be affection 
from children to parents as from parents to children ; 
nay, there wmuld be no harm in that view though 
children should at a certain age eat their parents.” 
Johnson. “ But, Sir, if this were known generally to 
be the case, parents would not have affection for 
children.” Boswell. “True, Sir; for it is in expec- 
tation of a return that parents are so attentive to their 
children ; and I know a very pretty instance of a little 
girl of w'hom her father was very fond, wdio once when 
he was in a melancholy fit, and had gone to bed, per- 
suaded him to rise in good humour by saying, ‘ My 
dear papa, please to get up, and let me help you on 


^ [The Chevalier Taylor, the celebrated Oculist. — M.] 
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vNth your clothes, that I niav learn to do it when you 
are art old man.’ ” ■ . 

Soo!i after tliis time a little incident occurred, which 
! win not suppress, because I am desirous that my 
Work should be, as much as is consistent with the 
strictest truth, an antidote to the false and injurious 
nolicais of his character which have been given by 
others, and therefore I infuse every drop of^genuine 
sweetness into my biographical cup* 

To Dr. Johnson* 

“ My dear sir, 

1 AM in great pain with an inflamed foot, and 
obliged to keep my bed, so am prevented from having 
the pleasure to dine at Mr. Ramsay’s to-day, which is 
\’ery hard : and my spirits are sadly sunk. Will }'^ou 
be so friendly as to come and sit an hour with me in 
the evening. I am ever 

Your most faithful, 

“ And affectionate humble servant, 

“ James Boswell.” 

' ‘ South /\udle3’-street, 

.Monday, April 26.” 


To Mr. Boswell. 

‘‘ AIr. Johnson laments the absence of Air. 
Boswell, and will come to him.” 

' ‘ Harley-street, " 


He came to me in the evening, and brought Sir 
Joshua Reynolds. I need scarcely say that their 
conversation, while they sat by my bedside, was the 
most pleasing opiate to pain that could have been 
administered. 

Johnson being now better disposed to obtain in- 
formation concerning Pope than he was last year,^ 
sent by me to my Lord Alarchmont a present of those 
volumes of his “ Lives of the Poets ” which were at 


* See pp. 298, 299 of this volume. 
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this time published, with a request to Iiave permission 
to wait on him ; and 'his Lordship, who had called on 
him twice, obligingly appointed Saturday, the first of 
May, for receiving us. 

On that morning Johnson came to me from Streat- 
ham, and after ■ drinking chocolate at General Paoli’s, 
in South-Audiey-street, we proceeded to Lord March- 
mont's in Curzon-street. His Lordship in et us at the 
door of his library, and with great politeness said to 
Johnson, “ I am not going to make an encomium upon 
myself by telling you the high respect I have for you^ 
Sir/’ Johnson was exceedingly courteous j and the 
interview, which lasted about two hours, during which 
the Earl communicated his anecdotes of Pope, was as 
agreeable as I could have wished. When we came 
out, I said to Johnson that, considering his Lordship’s 
civility, I should have been vexed if he had again 
failed to come. Sir, (said he,) I would rather have 
given twenty pounds than not have come.” I accom- 
panied him to Streatham, where we dined, and returned 
to town in the evening. 

On Monday, May 3, I dined with, him at Mr. 
.Dilly’s ; I pressed him this day for his opinion on the 
passage on Parnell, concerning which I had in vain 
questioned him in several letters, and at length obtained 
it in due form of hntK 

Cas.e for Dr. Johnson’s Opi.oion ; 

3d of May, 1779. 

Parnell, in his ^ Hermit,’ has the following 
passage : 

‘ To clear this doubt, to know the world by sight, 

To find if books and swains report it right ; 

(For yet by S7aains alone the world he knew. 

Whose feet came wand’ring o’er the nightly dew.) ‘ 

Is there not a contradiction in its being supposed 
t,hat' the Hermit knew both -what books and swains 
reported of the world ; yet afferivards said that he 
knew it by swains ” 
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‘‘ / think it an iiurccuracy.—IJe mentions two 
mstruccors in the first line, and says he had onlv one 

iil t/ie 'fk'Xi.'' ^ 

This evening I set out for Scotland. 

'"To Mrs. Lucv Porter, in Lichfield. 

hv.iVii 

GRKiix has informed me that you are much 
better ; I hope I need not tell you that I am edad of it 
I cannot boast of being much better ; my old norturnal 

respiration L 

uilticiilt, though much easier than when I left you the 
summer before last. Mr. and Mrs. Thrale are’ welP 
Miss has been a little indisposed; but she is got well 
again I hey have, since the loss of their bCv, had 
tuo daughters ; but they seem likely to want a son 
1 hope you had some books which I sent you. I 

.,,!i in this nassa.n- 

couiUt} suain.s who had seen a httle of it Th#* r’ • 

.biX'iu.d 1(1 me much too recouclite The *1 ’ - 

,VV ■ I and however ingenious, may be sus- 

BmmMMwm 

sucii an e:vpIicatiori ircoitdiki, when w 

will not make it the Jess iust.-MJ: ^ 
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was sorry for poor Mrs. Adey’s death, and am afraid 
you Win be sometimes solitary; but endeavour 
yretner alone or m company, to keep yourself dieer- 

ty My Inends likewise die very fast; bat such is the 

state oi man. I am, dear love, 

"^our most iiumble servant, 

■May 4, lyyg.” “ S..VM. JOHNSOX." 

London, resumed the conver- 
sation conceining the appearance of a uliost .it New- 
castle upon lyne, which Mr. John Mesley believed 
but to which Johnson did not give credit, f was’ 
however, desirous to examine the question closelvyand 

Mr = be made acquainted with 

Ml. John Wesy.v ; for, though I differed from him in 
admired his various talents, and loved 

m nTo therefore. Dr. fohnson 

5a\t nit a letter of introduction to him. 

To THE Reverend Mr. John Wesley. 

'‘sir, 

“ xMr. Boswell, a gentleman who has been lono- 

has asked this recommendation, which I give him 
with great wil ingness, because I think it veri’ much 

0 be wished t.iat worthy and religious men should be 
acquainted with each oAer. 

"I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

■■May 3, xyyg/’ “ -TOH-N-SOX.” 

bis ministry at 

Bdinbiugh, I presented this letter to him, and wa.s very 
politely received. I begged to have it returned to iS 

state of the evidence 

as to the ghost did not satisfy me. 

1 did not write to Johnson, as usual, upon my return 
o my family ; but tried how he would be affected by 

my silence. Mr. Dilly sent me a copy of a note 
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which he received from him on the i^th of Tulv, in 

these words: ' *' 

‘‘To Mic Dilly, 

‘OSixCK Mr. Boswell’s departure I ha\'e never 
neard Irorn Iiini; please to send w’ord what you know 
oiMurn, and whether you have sent my books to his 
lady. 1 aiiij Me., 

“ Sam. Johk’Sox.” 

My readers will not doubt that his solicitude about 
iiie was very flattering. 

“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ What can possibly have happened that keeps 
us two such strangers to each other? I expected to 
have heard from you w'hen you came home ; I expected 
afterwards. I went into the country, and returned; 
and yet there is no letter from M'r. Boswell. No ill, I 
liope, has happened ; .and if ill should happen why 
should it be concealed from him who Io\'es you ? Is 
it a fit of humour that has disposed you to try who 
can hold out longest without writing ? If it be, you 
have the \'ictory. But I am afraid of .something bad ; 
set me free fro.m my suspicions. 

“ My thoughts are at present employed in guessing 
the reason of your silence : you must not expect that 
I should tell you any thing, if I had any thing to tell. 
Write, pray write to me, and let me know^ what is or 
what has l)een the cause of this long intermptioo. 

“ 1 am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most affectionate humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

“July 13, 1779.” 

“To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“Edinburgh, July 17, 1779. 

“ MY DEAR S.IS, - , ► 

“ What may be justly denominated a supine 
indolence of mind has been mv state of existence 
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since I last returned to Scotland. In a Un-Uer so* , r 
had often suffered severely from ot In 

for which I niost iri fnll Ih 

if it was ri'h to mal-lS- """ ^ 

"ained ilM ‘f^^^^’Oexperiment : though I have 

“o upbraid myse]f|lspemlTv‘lfm|^ f 
nights ago tlit I I'llld ^"1 

St ‘^”lnSS‘';:;|;ieSr'''lLt aVit isIrSl'"" 

put vou to anv test f“ ^ ‘‘''’all never again 

. to anj test. I am, with veneration, my dear 

“ Your much obliged, 

-Vnd faithful humble servant, 

“James Bosm'ell.” 


On the 2: 


uid of July I ,„ote to him again 


V* e.* juiy 1 vvroie 

flllm '«y iast 


interview 


and 
with inv 


remembrance of his regard 

to i‘m“!rWni’’!'V'’‘'‘‘ had promised 

he St K * anecdotes for his “ Lives of 

borrolin ; f ‘hree instances of Irills 

ono\\ in^ from Gombauld, in Rt'cneil d-K ” 

““ L I o.ved . grif omU" V- 

■Vj- S,°dlL“V'J‘““'“-" o- 3'- 

hded to It; for his next to me was as follows . 
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“ To Tames Boswell, Esq. 

‘OMV LEAR SIR, 

you playing the same trick again, and 
iri'infi' wlio can keep silence longest ? Renierober tliat 
all tricks are either knavish' or childish.: and that it is 
as foolish to make experiments upon the . constancy of 
;.i friend as upon the chastity of a wife. 

What can be the cause of this second fit of silence 
I cormot conjecture ; but after one trick I will not be 
chicated by another, nor w'ill harass iriy thoughts with 
conjectures about the motives of a man who, probal.)!}', 
acts only b}* caprice. I therefore suppose 3'OU are 
well, and that Mrs. .Boswell is well too ; and that the 
:fine summer has restored Lord Auchinleck. I am 
much better than you leit me ; 1 think I am better 
'til an when I was in Scotland. 

“ I forgot w hether I informed you that poor Thrale 
has been in great danger. Mrs. Thrale likewise has 
miscarried, and been much indisposed. Every bod}; 
else is \vell ; Langton is in camp. I intend to put 
Lord Haiies’s description of Dryden ^ into another 
edition, and, as I know his accuracy, wish he ’would 
consider the dates, which I could not always settle to 
my own mind. 

“ Mr. Thrale goes to Brighthelmstone about Michael- 
mas, to be jolly and ride a hunting. I shall go to 
town, or perhaps to Oxford. Exercise and gaiety, or 
rather carelessness, will, I hope, dissipate all remains 
of his malady ; and I likewise hope by the change 
of place to find some opportunities of growing yet 
better, myself. I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your humble servant, 

Sam. Johnson.^’ 

StreathaiT), Sept, g, 1779." 

My readers will not be displeased at being told 
every slight circumstance of the manner in which 

1 Which I communicated to him from his Lordship, but it bus 
not yet been published. I have a copy of it. 

[The few notices concerning Dryden which Lord Hailes had 
collected the authoiir afterwards gave me. — M.l 
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Dr. Johnson contrived to amuse his solitary hours. 
He sometimes employed himself in chymistry, some- 
times in watering and pruning a vine, sometiriies in 
small experiments, at which those w'ho may srniie 
should recollect that there are moments which admit 
of being soothed only by trifles.^ 

Oil the 2oth of September I defended myself against 
Ills suspicion of me, which I did not deserve ; and 
added, ‘‘ Pray let us write frequently. A whim strikes 
m.e that we should send olf a sheet once a week, like 
a stage-coach, whether it be foil or not ; nay, though 
it should be empty. The very sight of your hand- 
writing would comfort me ; and were a sheet to be 
thus sent regularly we should much oftener convey 
something, were it only a few kind words.” 

My friend, Colonel James Stuart, second son of the 
Earl of Bute, who had distinguished himself as a good 
officer of the Bedfordshire militia, had taken a publick- 
spirited resolution to serve his country in its difficulties, 
by raising a regular regiment, and taking the command 
of it himself. This, in the heir of the immense 
property of AVortley, was highly honourable. Having 
been in Scotland recruiting, he obligingl}' asked me to 
accompany him to Leeds, then the head-quarters of 
his corps ; from thence to London for a short time, 
and afterwards to other places to which the regiment 
might be ordered. Such an offer, at a time of the 
year when I had full leisure, was very pleasing ; 
especially as I was to accompany a man of sterling 
good sense, information, discernment, and conviviality, 
and was to have a second crop, in one year, of London 
and Johnson. Of this I informed my illustrious friend, 


1 In one of his manuscript Dianes there is the following entry, 
which marks his curious minute attention : “ July 26, 1768. I 
shaved my nail by accident in whetting the knife, about an eighth 
of an inch from the bottom, and about a fourth from the top. This 
I measure that I may know the growth of nails ; the whole is about 
live-eighths of an inch.” 

Antitiier of the same kind appears, “ Aug. 7, 1779, Parteru hn:>-kii 
dextri proximam et ciitem pectoris circa niamiilam dcxtrais: 

/'(/->/, uf notiim Jieret guanto temporis pill renovarenturP 

And, “Aug. 15, .1783, I cut from the vine 41 lea,ves, whidi 
weighed five oz. and a half, and eight scraples : — I lay them upon 
my book-case, to see what weight they will lose by drying.” 
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in cliarrir-L^nsiKDl warm terms, in a letter dated the 
30th f )!' Si 'I •tLiiil ser, from . I.eeds. 

On Mojiduy, October 4, 1 called at his bouse before 
he wa-^ ao. He* sent for me to his bedside, and 
expresstjd liis satisfaction at this incidental rneetinen 
with a.s iTUich \ivacit} as if he had been in the gaiety 
of youth. He called briskly, “ Frank, go and get 
coffee, and let ns breakfast i/i splendtynrO 

I luring this visit to London I had several interviews 
with him, ■which it is unnecessary to distinguish' 
particularly. 1 consulted him as to the appointment 
of guardians to iny children, in case of my death. 

Sir, (said he,) do not appoint a number of guardians. 
Wlien there are many, they trust one to another, and 
the [jusiness is neglected. I would advise you to 
choose only one ; let him be a man of respectable 
character, who, for his own credit, will do wthat is 
right ; let him be a rich man, so that he may be 
under no temptation to take advantage ; and let 
him be a man of business, who is used to conduct 
affairs with ability and expertness, to whom, there- 
fore, the execution of the trust will not be burden- 
some.'’ 

On Sunday, October ro, we dined together at Mr. 
Strahan’s. 'Fhe con\’ersation ha\ing turned on the 
prevailing practice of going to the East-Indies in quest 
of wealth ; — Johnson. A man had better have ten 
thousand pounds at the end of ten years passed in 
England, than t-iventy thousand poundvS at the end of 
ten years passed in India, because you must compute 
what you give for money ; and a man who has lived 
ten years in India has given up ten years of social 
comfort and ail those advantages which arise from 
living ill England. The ingenious Mr. Brown, dis- 
tinguished by the name of Capability Brown, told me 
that he wms once at the seat of Lord Clive, who had 
returned from India with great ivealth ; and that he 
shewed him at the door of his bed-chamber a large 
chest, which he said he had once had full of gold ; upon 
which Brown observed, M am glad you can bear it so 
near your bed-chamber.’ ” 
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We talked of the state of the poor iii London.— 
Johnson. “ vSaunders Welch, the Jtist!,ce, who Wcis 
once High-Constable of Flolbonij and had the best 
opportunities of knowing the state of the poor, told 
me that I under-rated the number when I computed 
that twenty a week, that is, above a thousand a^ year, 
died of hunger : not absolutely of imniediate hunger : 
but of the wasting and other diseases which are the 
con sequences of hunger. This happens .only in so 
large a place as London, where people are not known. 
What we are told about the great sums got by begging 
is not true : the trade is overstocked. And, you may 
depend upon it, there are many w’ho cannot get work. 
A particular kind of manufacture fails : Those who 
have been used to work at it can, for some time, work 
at nothing else. You meet a man begging ; you 
charge him wdth idleness : he says, ‘ I am willing 
to labour. Will you give me work?’ — ‘ I cannot.’ — 

^ Why then you have no right to charge me with 
idleness.’ ” 

We left Mr. Strahan’s at seven, as Johnson had said 
he intended to go to evening prayers. As we walked 
along, he complained of a little gout in his toe, and 
said, I sha’n’t go to prayers to-night ; I shall go to- 
morrow : Whenever I miss church on a Sunday 1 
resolve to go another day. But I do not always do 
it.” This was a fair exhibition of that vibration betw'een 
pious resolutions and indolence, which many of us have 
too often experienced. 

I went home with him, and we had a long quiet 
conversation. 

I read him a letter from Dr. Hugh Blair concerning 
Pope, (in writing whose life he was now employed,/ 
which I shall insert as a literary curiosityc^ 

^ The Rev. Dr. Law, Bishop of Carlisle, in the Preface to iiis 
valuable edition of Archbishop King’s “ Essay on the Origin of 
.Evil,” mentions that the principles maintained in it had lx;('n adoj)ted 
by Pope in his “Essay on Man;” and adds, “d’hc notwith- 
standing such denial, (Bishop Warbiirton's) might liavc been .strictly 
verified by an unexceptionable testimony, zda. that uf tiie late Lord 
Bathurst, who saw the very same system of the to ^ckrtov (taken 
from the Archbishop) in Lord Bolingbroke’s o\s‘n hand, lying before 
Mr. Pope, wi'ijle he was composing his Essay.” This is respectable 
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To Ja:v[es Boswell, Esq. ■ 

'"DEAR SCR, 

'' In the year 1763, being in- London, I was 
(!arriecl by Dr. John Blair, Prebendary of Westminster, 
to dine at old Lord Bathurst's ; where w’e found the 
late Air. Alaliet, Sir' James Porter, who. had been Am- 
bassadour at Constantinople, the late Dr. Macaulay, 
and two or three more. The conversation turning on 
Air. Pope, Loid Bathurst told us that ^The Essay on 
Alan ’ w'as originally composed by Lord Bolingbroke 
in prose, and that Mr. Pope did no more than put it 
into verse : that he had read Lord Bolingbroke's manu- 
script in his own hand-writing ; and remembered well 
that he was at a loss whether most to admire the 
elegance of Lord Bolingbroke’s prose or the beauty 
of Mr. Pope’s verse. When Lord Bathurst told this, 
Air. Alaliet bade me attend, and remember this re- 
markable piece of information ; as, by the course of 
Nature, I might survive his Lordship, and be a witness 
of his having said so. The conversation was indeed 
too remarkable to be forgotten. A few days after, 
meeting with you, who were then also at London, you 
will reniember that I mentioned to you what had 
passed on this subject, as I was much struck with this 
anecdote. But what ascertains iny recollection of it, 
beyond doubt, is that, being accustomed to keep a 
journal of what passed when I was at London, wiiicli 
I wrote out every evening, I find the particulars of the 
above information, just as I have now given them, 
distinctly marked; and am thence enabled to fix this 
conversation to have passed on Friday, the 2 2d of 
April, 1763. , 

“ I remember also distinctly, (though I have not 

evidence ; but that of Dr. Blair is more, direct from the fountain- 
head, as well as more full. Let me add to it that of Dr. Jo.seph. 
Warton : “ The late Lord Bathurst repeatedly assured me {hat he 
had read the whole .scheme of ‘ the Essay on , Man, ’ in the hand- 
writing of Bolingbroke, and drawn up in a series of propositions, 
which Pope was to versify and illustrate,” ' Essay on the Genius 
and Writings of Pope, vol. ii. p. 62. 
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for this thc_ authority of my journal,) that, the 

flnf ^ ^ sometimes prof,fi.vnu..,i 

t.nat he did not understand Greek. I.ord Kariir.--f 

paitof the Iliad was tramslated by Mr Podp in hk 

asTeiSlTatf ^'*en 

to iSHvi h Vi / ^ ‘i'"' frequently 

lid heVtiri® ® lines whicli he 

<< ir o ° ^ compare them together 
it these circum.stances can be of anv use fr. n,. 

^ ueg }0U will, at the same time, pre.sent to him mv 

Vh ^ literary undertakings. I 

am, -with great respect, m\- dearest Sir, 

“ Your most affectionate, 

“'And obliged humble servant, 

" Broughton Park, Hc GH Bi,.\IR.” 

&pt. 21, 1779.” 

stated Pone' “P*?" strongly 

philotnh ck i i-^ have had from Bolingbroke the 
to be true f oi R^i 1 and admitting this 

Bm theih’ ■ Bathurst did not intentionally falsify 

makes^a great mrt oTtV^ poetical imagery, which 
is amarini R / .1 J , Pope’s own. It 

truth hi rf ' deviations there are from precise 

iw*. VShT.”-!, “f «'“i 

about truth thnf You have so little anxiety 

exStlrin J - '«* the 

truth f o®; of the memory to 

‘ S nals if exactness ? Lord Haile.s’.s 

* nnals of Scotland are very exact ; but thev con 

2“aViiiVarr‘™'"i be cotid Vd 

iJictionar}. lou know such things are there • 

pahitViut the''^*^ f ‘ ;vhen you pleaset Robert.soii 
pamt.s, but the misfortune is you are sure he does 
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nf)l know the people whom he paints: so yon cannot 
sofipose a likeness. Characters should never be givcii 
by an historian, unless he knew the people whom lu; 
(lu:>ierh.irs, or copies from those wlio knew^ thein/'^ 
ho-wi'j.i.. “Why, Sir, do jieople play this trick 
wliii'li 1 observe now, when I look at your grate, 
yiiiUing the shovel against it to make the lire bum?” 
joHNsuN, “ Tiiey j (lay the trick, but it does not make 
the lire burn.' T/nre is a better; (setting the poker 
|)er|Anditulariy 11 [j at right angles with the grate.) In 
ila}’H of superstition they thought,' as it made a cross 
vritli the bars, it would drive away the witch.” 

Buswjoul. “ By associating' with }V5u, Sir, I am always 
getting an accession' of wisdom. Bat perhaps a man, 
after knowing his own character — the limited strengtii 
of his own mind, should not be desirous of ha\ing too 
rniicii W'isdoin, considering, mid valeant htuncri^ how 
little he can carry.” Johnson. “Sir, be as 'wise as 
you can ; let a man be a/iis Mus, sapiens sii?i : 

‘ Though pleas’d to see the dolphins play, 

I mind rny compass and my wa)'f “ 

You may be wise in }^our study in the morning, and 
gay in company at a ta\-erii in the evening. Every 
man is to take care of his own wisdom and his own 
virtue, w'ithout riiinding too much wiiat others think.” 

He said, “ Dodsley first mentioned to me the 
scheme of an Einglish Dictionary; but I had long 
thought of it.” Boswell. “ You did not know wiiat 
you w’cre undertaking.” Johnson. “ Yes, Sir, I knew 
very well wiiat I was undertaking, — and ver)Mvell how 
to do it, — and have done it very well.” Boswu^ll. 
“ An excellent climax ! and it- has availed you. In 
your Preface you say, ‘ lYhat would it avail me in 
this gloom of solitude?’ Y^oii have been, agreeably 
mistaken.” 

^ [It certainly does make the fire burn ; by repelling the air it 
throws a blast on the fire, and so performs the part in some degree 
of a blower or bellows, — K earnlv.] 

The Spleen, a Poem. 
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In , his life of Milton he observes, “ I cannot but 
remark a kind; of. respect, perhaps unco.nscioiisIj, paid 
to this great man by his biographers : every house in 
vvhich he resided is historica.ii3' mentioned, as if it 
were an injury to neglect naming any place that he 
honoured by his presence.’' I had, before I read this 
observation, been desirous of shewing that respect to 
Johnson by various . enquiries.. Finding him this 
evening in a very good humour, I prevailed, on , him 
to give me an exact list of his places of residence 
since he entered the metropolis as an authoiir, which 
I subjoin in a iiote.^ 

I mentioned to him a dispute between a friend of 
mine and his lady concerning conjugal infidelity, 
which my friend had maintained was !}y no means 
so bad in the husband as in the wife. Johnson. 

Your friend was in the right, Sir. Between a man 
and his Maker it is a different question : but between 
a man and his wife a husband’s infidelity is ; nothing. 
They are connected by children, by fortune, by serious 
considerations of community. Wise married women 
don’t trouble themselves about infidelity in their 
husbands.” Boswell. To be sure there is a great 
difference between the offence of infidelity in a man 
and that of his wife.” Johnuson. “ The difierence is 
boundless. The man imposes no bastards upon his 
w^ife.” 

Here it may be questioned whether Johnson was 

’ I. Exeter-street, off Catherine-street, .Strand 

2. Greenwich. 

3. Woodstock-street, near Hanover-square. 

4. Castie-street., Cavendish-square, No. 6. 

5. Strand. 

6. Bosweil-coiirt. 

7. Strand, again. 

8. Bow-street. 

9. Holborn. 

10. Fetter-lane. 

11. Holborn, again. 

12. Gough-square, 

13. Staple-inn. 

14. Gray’s-inn. 

15. Inner Temple-lane, No. i. 

16. Johnson’s'court, No. 7. 

17. Bolt-court, No. 8. 
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uiitiriri}" ill liie right. I suppose it will not be con- 
trover lc<l that the difference in the degree of crimi- 
nality is very great on account of consequences : but 
si! II It may he* maintained thatj independent of .moral 
riljiigation, inlidelity is by no means a light ofieiice in 
a ]uisl,)and : liecause it must hurt a delicate attach- 
■iimit, ill wl'iich a mutual constancy is implied, with 
such rtlined sentiments as Massinger has exhibited 
in his p!a..y of ‘‘The Picture.” — Johnson probably at 
aiiotiier time would have admitted this opinion. And 
let it he kept in .remembrance that lie was very careful 
not to give any encouragement to irregular co.ndiict. 
A gentleman, not adverting to the distinction made 
ijy him upon this subject, supposed a case of singular 
])erverseness in a wife, and heedlessly said,“l'hat 
then he thought a husband might do. as he pleased 
with a safe conscience.” Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, this 
is wild indeed, (smiling) ; you must consider that for- 
nication is a crime in a single man ; and }tju cannot 
have more lilierty by being married.'’ 

He this evening expressed himself strongly against 
the .Ronian Catholics ; observing, “In every, thing in 
which they differ from us they are wrong.” He was 
even, against the invocation of Saints ; in short, he was 
in the hiuiiour of opposition. 

Having regretted to him that I had learnt little 
Greek, as is too generally the case in Scotland ; that 
I had fora long time hardly applied at all to the study 
of that noble language, and that I was desirous of 
being told try him what method to follow ; he recom- 
mended to me as easy helps, Sylvanus’s “ E’irst Book 
of the Iliad;” Dawson’s “Lexicon to the Greek New 
Testament;” and “ Hes-iod,” with ■ Lexicon at 

the end of it. 

On Tuesday, October 12, I dined with, him at jMr. 
Ramsay’s, with Lord Newhaveii, and some other com- 
pany, none of whom I recollect but a beaiitiffil Miss 
Graham,^ a relation of his Lordship’s, who asked Dr. 
Johnson to hob or nob with her. He was flattered 
by such pleasing attention, and politely told her he 

1 Now the lady of Sir Henry Dashwood, Bart. 
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“ ^ho, Sir ! (said Lord Newharen^voif 

foHvsov \T«,> T ^ }oii aie caim-ii;’'’ 

if f .™ L,4i’iS “•„“*“ I »». 

am caught, I hope to be kent ” ^ 

glas.ses of water were brought’ c, -r **"' f'™ 

Hobodv to tie the" knot where there is 

of Coiiimons tniv I i House 

whynot aS of tt^not? again, 

parliaaient, rather thin^hnr^^^ ^ “i^-^apacitate for that 

^ iXVcliS s: 

I spiak to be inScted ” ”ti 'T’ -• 

my friend. He TdwS his n f 
talde to a compJimentinrr nr aJniost as low as the 
“Mv Lord, <=a!led out, 

mony: let us tell ‘^ere- 

After the debase to one another quietly.” 

on the subjecr to dav «'!'’-’'h^T 

was a <rreTZ!, f ^ before.” This 

a pamphlet upon iL™ ''“speaally as he had written 

He observed, “ The House of r- 

“rV&„“ “oS'S "f "““he's; 

f ..ry the Eighth .« tteS'Srdo'iST^"' 

S„ “Se'tid ;£,“T'* '“‘J “ '" ““ 

rs: .p«‘d?;,at“ s 

alfairs.” • ■ elight in talking of publick 
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attention as a inoiintebank does : he did not draw 
])y doing better than others, but by doing 
wl'j.il was strange. Were Astley to preach a sermon 
standing upon liis head on a 'house's' back, he would 
collect a liiiiilitiitle to hear him ; but no wise man 
would sa}' he b.ad iuade a better sermon for that. I 
never treated VtTiilefielcrs ministry with contempt ^ I 
ijelieve he did good. He had devoted himself to the 
lower classics oi' mankind, and among them he was of 
use, but when familiarity and noise claim the praise 
due to knowrledge, art, and elegance, we must beat 
dow'fi such Dretensif)ns.” 
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that we should make- -a tour. Johxson. ‘'Mt is the 
last place where I. should wish to .travel/’ Boswell. 
"'^Should, -you not like to see Dublin, Sir?” Jo,hn- 
SON. “ No, Sir ; . Dublin is only a worse capita,!/’ 
Boswell. “ Is ■ not the Giant’s-causeway worth see- 
ing ? ” Johnson. “ Worth seeing ? yes ; but not worth 
going to see.” 

Yet he had a kindness for the Irish nation, and thus 
generously expressed himself to a gentleman from that 
country on the subject of an union which artliil 
Politicians have often had in view — Do not make 
an union with us, Sir. We should unite with you on!)' 
to rob you. We should have robbed the Scotch, if 
they had had any thing of which we could have robbed 
them/’ 

Of an acquaintance of ours, whose manners and 
every thing about him, though expensive, were coarse, 
he said, Sir, you see in him vulgar prosperity.” 

A foreign minister of no very high talents, who had 
been in his company -for a considerable time quite 
overlooked, happened luckily to mention that he had 
read some of his Rambler in Italian, and admired it 
much. This pleased him greatly ; he observed that 
the title had been translated, II Genio err ante ^ though 
I have been told it w'as rendered more ludicrously, II 
Vagabondo : and finding that this minister gave such 
a proof of his taste, he w'as all attention to him, and 
on the first remark which he made, however simple, 
exclaimed, The Ambassadour says 'well — His Ex- 
cellency observes — And then he expanded and 
enriched the little that had been said in so strong a 
manner that it appeared something of consequence. 
This was exceedingly entertaining to the company 
who were pjresent, and many a time afterwards it fur- 
nished a pleasant topick of merriment : The Antbas- 
sadotir says well,''' became a laughable term of applause, 
when no mighty matter had been expressed. 

I left London on Monday, October 18, and accom- 
panied Colonel Stuart to Chester, where his regiment 
was to lie for some time. 
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“ Mr. Boswell to Dr. Johnson. 

‘‘Chester, October 22, 1779. 

'Smv dear sir, 

“ It was not till one o’clock on Monday morning 
that Co,Io.!iel Stuart and I left London for we chose 
to bid a cordial .adieu to Lord Mountstuart, who was 
to set out on that da}' on his embassy to 'furi,!!. We 
drove on excelientl}', and reached Lichfield in good 
time enough that night. The Colonel had heard so 
preferable a character of the George that he would 
.not put up at the Three Crowns, so that I did not see 
our host, Wilkins. We found at the George as good 
accommodations as we could \vish to have, and I fully 
enjoyed the co,nifortal)le thought that / was in Lich- 
field again. Next morning it rai.ned very hard ; and 
as I had much to do in a little time, I ordered a post- 
chaise, and between eight and nine sallied forth to 
make a round of visits. I first went to Mr. Green, 
hoping to have liad him to accompany me to ail my 
other friends, but be was engaged to attend the Bisho]) 
of Sodor and Man, who was then lying at Lichfield 
ver}' ill of the gout. Having taken a hasty glance at 
the additions to Green’s museum, firom which it was 
not easy to break away, I next went to the Friery, 
w’here I at first occasioned some tumult in the ladies, 
who were not prepared to receive company so early : 
but my name^ which has by wonderful felicity come to 
be closely associated with yours, soon made all easy ; 
and Mrs. Cobb and Miss Adey re-assumed their seats 
at the breakfast table, which they had quitted with 
some precipitation. They received me with the kind- 
ness of an old acquaintance ; and after we had joined 
in a cordial chorus to your praise, Mrs. Cobb gave me 
the high satisfaction of hearing that you said, ‘ Boswell 
is a man who I believe never left a house without 
leaving a wish for his return.’ And she afterwards 
added, that she bid you tell me that if ever I came to 
Lichfield she hoped I would take a bed at the Friery. 
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From thence I drove to Peter Garrick's,'* where I also 
foiiod a very flattering welcome. He appeared to me 
to enjoy his usual cheerfulness; and he very kindly 
asked me to come when I could, and pass a week 
with him. From hlr. Garrick’s I went to the Palace 
to v'ait on Mr. Seward. I was first entertained by his 
lady and daughter, he himself being in bed with a 
cold, according to his valetudinary custom. But he 
desired to see me ; and I found him dressed in his 
black gown, with a white flannel night-gown above it ; 
so that lie looked like a Dominican friar. He was 
good-humoured and polite; and under his roof too 
my reception was very pleasing. I then proceeded to 
Sto\V"hilI, and first paid my respects to Mrs. Gastrell, 
w’hose conversation I was not willing to quit. But 
my sand-glass was now beginning to run low, as I 
could not trespass too long on the CoioneFs kindness, 
who obligingly w’aited for me ; so I hastened to Mrs. 
Aston’s,-' whom I found much better than I feared I 
should; and there I met a brother-in-law of these 
ladies, wflio talked much of you, and very well too, as 
it appeared to me. It then only remained to visit 
Mrs. Lucy Porter, \vhich I did, I really believe, with 
sincere satisfaction on both sides. I am sure I 'was 
glad to see her again ; and, as I take her to be very 
honest, I trust she w^as glad to see me again ; for she 
expressed herself so, that I could not doubt of her 
being in earnest. What a great key-stone of kindness, 
my dear Sir, 'were you that morning 1 fbr we were all 
held together by our common attachment to you. I 
cannot say that I ever passed two hours with more 
self-complacency than I did those two at Lichfield, 
Let me not entertain any suspicion that this is idle 
vanity. Will not }'ou confirm me in my persuasion 
that he who finds himself so regarded has just reason 
to be happy ? 

We got to Chester about midnight on Tuesday ; 


t [This gentleman survived his brother David many years ; and 
died at Lichfield, Dec. 12, 1795, i^tat. 86. — A. Chalmers.] 

2 [A maiden sister of Johnson's favourite, Molly Aston, who 
married Captain Brodie, of the Navy. — M.] 
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and hen* again I am in a state of much enjoyment. 
Colonel Stinirt and his officers treat me with all the 
civility I could wish; and I play my part admirably, 
d/iis, sd£le/is siM, the classical sentence \vbich 
}-oii, I imagine, invented the other day, is exemplified 
in 111}' present existence. The Bishop, to whom I had 
the honour to be known several years ago, shews me 
much attention; and lam edified by his conversation. 
I iiTiist not omit to tell you that his Lordship admires, 
very highly, your Prefaces to the Poets. I am daily 
obtaining an extension of agreeable acquaintance, so 
that I am kept in animated variety ; and the study of 
the place itself, by the assistance of books, and of the 
Bishop, is sufficient occupation. Chester pleases my 
fancy more than any town I ever saw. P]ut I will not 
enter upon it at ail in this letter. 

How long I shall stay here I cannot yet say. I 
told a very pleasing young lady,^ niece to one of the 
Prebendaries, at whose house I saw her, ' I have come 
to Chester, Madam, I cannot tell how; and far less 
can I tell how^ I am to get away from it.’ Do not 
think me too juvenile. I beg it of you, my dear Sir, 
to favour me w^ith a letter while I am here, and add 
to the happiness of a happy friend, who is ever, with 
afiectionate veneration, 

‘‘ Most sincerely yours, 

“ James Boswell.” 


If you do not write directly, so as to catch me 
here, I shall be disappointed. Two lines from you 
will keep my lamp burrstig^' bright.” 

/! a no ,170 

‘'To James fBoswell, Esq. 


“ DEAR Sm, 

“ \¥ HY should you importune me so earnestly to 
write ? Of what importance can it be to hear of 
distant friends to a man who finds himself -welcome 
■wherever he goes, and makes new friends faster than 


^ Miss Letitia Barnston. 
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he can want them? If to the delight of such universal 
kindness of reception -any .thing can be added by 
knowing that you retain my good-will, you may in- 
dulge yourself in the full enjoyment of that small 
addition. 

I am ^gladdhat you made the round of Lichfield 
with so much success : the oftener you are seen the 
more you will be liked. It was pleasing to rne to read 
that Mrs. Aston was so well, and that Lucy Porter 
was so glad to see you. 

In the place where you now are there is much to- 
be observed; and you will easily procure yourself 
skilful directors. But what will you do to keep away 
the that worries you at home ? If you would, 

in compliance with your father’s advice, enquire into 
the old tenures and old charters of Scotland, you 
would certainly open to yourself many striking scenes 
of the manners of the middle ages. The feudal system, 
in a country half-barbarous, is naturally productive of 
great anomalies in civil life. The knowledge of past 
times is naturally growing less in all cases not of 
piiblick record ; and the past time of Scotland is so 
unlike the present that it is already difficult for a 
Scotchman to image the economy of his grandfather. 
Do not be tardy nor negligent ; but gather up eagerly 
what can yet be found. ^ 

We have, I think, once talked of another project, 
a History of the late insurrection in Scotland, with all 
its incidents. Many falsehoods are passing into uri- 
contradicted history. Voltaire, who loved a striking 
story, has told what he coui^rwt find to be true. 

“ You may make collections for either of these pro- 
jects, or for both, as opportunities occur, and digest 
your materials at leisures TiTMe great direction which 
Burton has left to men disordered like you is this, jS’e' 
not solitary ; he not idle : which I would thus modify ; 

^ I hLivc a v’aluable collection made by my Father, wliich, with 
some additions and illustrations of my own, I intend to publish. I 
iiavc sofiie hereditary claim to be an Antiquary ; not only from my 
r'aiherilbiit as being descended, by the mother's side, from the able 
:inc! learned Sir John Skene, whose merit bids defiance to all the 
att'-rmpts which have been made to lessen his fanse. 
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—If you ,'are idlej be not, solitary ; if 'you are solitary, 

be not idle. 

‘‘ There is a letter for you, from 

Your humble servant, 

Sam. JohxsonT 

“ Londoiij October 27, 1779/' 


“ To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 


MV DEAR SIR, 


“Carlisle, Nov. 7 , 1779 . 


“That ! should importune you to write to me at 
Cl'cster is not wonderful, when you consider what an 
avidit}’ I have for delight ; and that the amor of plea- 
sure, like the amor mimmi, increases in proportion 
with the quantity which \ve possess of it. Your letter, 
so full of polite kindness and masterly counsel, came 
like a large treasure upon me, while already glittering 
with riches. I was quite enchanted at Chester, so that 
I could with difficulty quit it. But the enchantment 
was the reverse of that of Circe: for so far was there 
from being any tiling sensual in it, that I ivas all mind. 
I do not mean all reason only ; for my fancy was kept 
finely in play. And why not ?— If you please I will 
send you a copy, or an abridgement of my Chester 
Journal, which is truly a log-book of felicity. 

“ The Bishop treated me with a kindness which was 
very flattering. I told him that you regretted you had 
seen so little of Chester. His Lordship bade me tell 
you that he should be glad to shew you more of it. 
i am proud to find the friendship with which you 
honour me is known in so many places. 

“1 arrived here late last night. Our friend the 
Dean has been gone from hence some months ; but 1 
am told at my inn that he is very popidons (popular.) 
However, I found Mr. Law, the Archdeacon, son to 
the Bishop, and with him I have breakfasted and dined 
very agreeably. I got acquainted with him at the 
assizes here, al30ut a year and a half ago ; he is a man 
of great variety of knowledge, uncommon genius, and, 
I believe, sincere religion. I received the holy sacra- 
ment in the Cathedral in the morning, this being the 
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tirst Sunday in the month ; and was at |)!*ayers then 
in the morning. It is divineh'^ cheering to me to think 
that there is a Cathedral so near Aiic’ninleck ; and L 
now leave Old England in such a state of mind as I 
am thankful to God .for granting me. 

'Fhe Mad’ dog that worries me at home I cannot 
blit dread ; yet as I have been for some timt* past in. a 
.military train, I trust I shall repulse him. I'o hear 
from you will animate me like the sound of a trumpet : 
I therefore hope' that soon after my return to the 
northern field I shall receive a few lines from you. 

“ Colonel Stuart did me the honour to escort me in 
his carriage to shew rne .Liverpool, and from thence 
back again to Warrington, wfiiere we parted.^^' In 
justice to my valuable wife, I must inform you she 
ivrote to me that, as I was so happy, she would not be 
so selfish as to wish me to return sooner than business 
absolutely required my presence. She made my clerk 
write to me a post or two after to the same purpose, 
by commission .from, her ; and this day a kind letter 
from her met me at the Post-Office here, acquainting me 
that she and the little ones were well, and expressing 
all their wishes for my return home. F am, more and 
more, my dear Sir, 

Your affectionate, 

“ And obliged humble servant, 

“ J.A..MES BoSWELI.f’ 

. “To Jam.es Bosavelt., Esq. 

“'dear sir, 

“ Your last letter was not only kind but fond. 
But I wish you to get rid of all intellectual excesses, 
and neither to exalt your pleasures, nor aggravate your 
vexations, beyond their real and natural state. Why 
should you not be as happy at Edinburgh as at Chester ? 
In culpa est animus, qiii sc non effugit usquam. Please 

^ His regiment was afterwards ordered to Jamaica, where be 
accompanied it, and almost lost his life by the climate. This im- 
partial order I should think a sufficient refutation of the idle rumour 
that “ there was still something behind the throne greater than the 
'tlirone itself.” 
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\ uurseif with your wife and children, and studies, and 

prac'tK 

I have sent a petition from Lucy Porter, with 
which i lL‘a\'e it to your discretion whether it is proper 
t(; comih}". Reliini me her letter, which 1 ha?e sent, 
that \‘ou may know the whole case, and not be sediired 
lo any tiling that you may afterwards repent, Miss 
Doxy per’naps 3'uii know to be Mr. Garrick’s niece. 

“if Dean Percy can be popular at Carlisle he may 
[(.• very t'lapfcx. He has in his disposal two livings, 
each equal or almost equal in value to the deanery ; 
he ma}' take one himself, and give the other to his 
son. 

c How near is the Cathedral to Auchinleck, that 
you are so much delighted with it ? It is, I suppose, 
at least an luindred and fifty miles off. However, if 
you are pleased, it is so far well 

Let me know what reception you have from your 
father, and the state of his health. Please him as 
much as you can, and add no pain to his last years. 

“ Of our friends here I can recollect nothing to tell 
you. I have neither seen nor heard of Langton. 
Beauclerk is just returned from Brighthelmstone, I am 
told, iiiudi better. Mr. Thrale and his family are 
still there, and his health is said to be visibly im- 
proved ; he has not bathed, but hunted. 

“ At Bolt-court there is much malignity, but of late 
little open hostility.- I have had a cold, but it is 
gone. 

“ Make my compliments to IMrs. Boswell, Rx. 

“ I am, Sir, 

\Mur humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.’’ 

“ London, Nov. 13, 1779.' 

On November 22, and December 21 , 1 wrote to him 
ffom Edinburgh, giving a very favourable report of the 
family of IMiss Doxy’s lover ; — that after a good deal 

‘ Requesting me to enquire concerning the family of a. geiitlemaii 
who was then pa}'ing his addresses to Miss Doxy. 

- See page 319. 

VOT,. T! 
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of, enquiry, I had discovered the, sister of Mr. Francis 
Stewart, one of his amanuenses w,hen writing his iJic- 
tionary ; — that I had, as desired by him, paid her a 
guinea for an old pocket-book of her brother's wliich 
he had retained ; and that the ^good woman, who was 
in very moderate circumstances, ,l)iit contented and 
placid, wondered at his scrupulous and, liberal honesty, 
and received the guinea as if sent her by Providence. 
— That I had repeatedly begged of him to keep his 
promise to send me his letter to Lord Chesterfield, 
and that this memento^ like Delenda esf Carthago^ must 
be in every letter that I should write to him, till I had 
obtained my object. 

In 1780, the world was kept in impatience for the 
completion of his “ Lives of the Poets/’ upon which 
he was employed so Lir as his indolence allowed him 
to labour. 

I wrote to him on January i, and March 13, send- 
ing him my notes of Lord Marchmont’s information 
concerning Pope ; — complaining that I had not heard 
from him for almost four months, though he was two 
letters in my debt ; — that I had suffered again from 
melancholy ; — hoping that he had been in so much 
better company, (the Poets,) that he liad not time to 
think of his distant friends ; for if that were the case 
I should have some recompence for my uneasiness; 
— that the state of my affairs did not admit of my 
coming to London this year ; and begging he would 
return me Goldsmith’s two poems, with his lines 
marked. 

Flis friend Dr. Lawrence having now suffered the 
greatest affliction to which a man is liable, and which 
Johnson himself had felt in the most severe manner ; 
Johnson wrote to him in an admirable strain of 
sympathy and pious consolation. 

‘‘To Dr. Lawrence. 

DEAR SIR, 

“ At a time when all your friends ought to shew 
their kindness, and with a character which ought to 
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inake ali, that know you yourfriends, 3 -tju may W'onder 
tliat ynii have yet heard nothing from me. ' 

I have been hindered, by a vexations and incessant 
roiigiy for which within these ten days I have been 
liled on(x\ fasted Riiir or five times,' taken physick five 
times, and opiates, 1. think, six. I'liis day it seems to 
rmnit. 

The loss, dear Sir, \Yhich you have lately suffered 
I felt many years ago, and know therefore how much 
has been taken from you, and how little help can be 
had from consolation. He that outlives a wife whom 
he has long loved sees himself disjoined from the 
only mind that has the- sam.e hopes, and fears^, and 
i,nterest ; , fro,ni the only companion with whom he has 
shared riiuch good or evil ; and with whom he could 
■set his .mind at liberty, to retrace the past or anticip^ate 
the future. The continuity of being is lacerated ; the 
settled course of sentiment and action is stopped ; 
and life stands suspended and motionless, till' it is 
driven by external causes into a new channel. But 
the time of suspense is dreadful. 

“ Our first recourse in this distressed solitude is, 
p)erliaps for want of habitual piety, to a gloomy ac- 
quiescence in necessity. Of two mortal beings, one 
must lose the other ; but surely there is a higher and 
better comfort to be drawn from the consideration of 
that Providence which watches over all, and a belief 
that the living and the dead are equally in the hands 
of God, who will reunite those whom he has separated ; 
or who sees that it is best not to reunite. 

I am, dear Sir, 

‘‘ Your most affectionate, 

“ And most bumble servant, 

‘‘Sam. Johnson.'' 

Janua.ry 20, 17S0.” 


“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“dear sir, 

“ Well, I had resolved to send you the Che.ster- 
iield letter, but I will write once again without it. 
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Never impose tasks- upon mortals. To , require two 
things is the way to have them botii undone. 

For the difficulties which you mention in }’our 
ahairs I am sorry ; but difficulty is now. very general : 
it is not therefore less grievous, for there is less iiope 
of help, I pretend not to give you ad\^ice5 not know- 
ing the state of your affairs; and general counsels 
about prudence and frugality would do \-ou little good. 
You are, however, in the right not to increase your 
own perplexity by a journey hither; aiid I hope that 
by sta}’ing at home }'ou will please your hitiier. 

“ Poor dear Beaiiclerk ^ — //a, nt soks^ daUs joca. 
His wit and his folly, his acuteness and rnaiicioiisness, 
his merriment and reasoning, are now over. Such 
another will not often be found among mankind. Pie 
directed himself to be buried by the side of his 
mother, an instance of tenderness which I hardly 
expected. He has left his children to the care of 
Lady Di, and if she dies, of Mr. Langton, and of Mr. 
Leicester, his relation, and a man of good character. 
His library has been offered to sale to the Russian 
ambassador. 

“Dr. Percy, notwithstanding ail the noise of the 
news-papers, has had no literary loss.- Clothes and 
moveables were burnt to the value of about one hun- 
dred pounds ; but his papers, and I think hi.s‘' books, 
were all preserved. 

“Poor Mr. Thrale has been in cxticme danger 
from an apoplectical disorder, and r«co\eri.d, beyond 
the expectation of his physicians ; he now at Bath, 
that his mind may be quiet, and Mrs. Thrale and Miss 
are with him. 

“Having told you what has happened to your 
friends, let me say something to you of yourself. 
You are always complaining of melancholy, and I 
conclude from those complaints that you are fond oi: 

^ [The Hon. Topham Beauclerk died Marcli ir, 1780. His 
Library was sold Iw publick auction in April and May 1781, foi 
/■5011. — M.l r ' 

2 Byafire’iit Northuniberland-hou.se, where he had an apartment, 
in which i have passed many an agreeable hour. 


I/So LETTER FROM MRS. THRALE ^6$ 

it. . No man talks of that which he is desirous ■ to 
fronceal, and every man desires to conceal that of 
whirl's f'le is ashamed. Do not pretend to deny it ; 
mif/ii/rsf/im liakmm fiirem ; make it an invariable and 
ol^liLalory law to yourself never to mention your own 
mental diseases ; if you are never to speak of them 
you will lliiiik on them but little, and if you, th.ink 
little; of them they will molest you rarely. ■ When you 
talk of them it is plain that you w^anf either praise or 
pity ; for praise there is no room, and pity will do you 
no good ; therefore, from this hioiir speak no more, 
think no more, about them. 

“.Yotir t,ransaction with .Mrs. Stewart gave me great 
satisfaction ; I am much obliged to you for your at- 
tention. I )r) not lose sight of her ; \'our countenance 
may be of great credit, and of consequence of great 
adva,ntage to her. The memory of her brother is yet 
fresh in my mind; he wms an ingenious and worthy 
man. 

“ Please to make my compliments to your lady and 
to the young ladies. I should like to see them, pretty 
loves. 

.1 am, dear Sir, 

Your’s aitectionately, 

“Sam. Johnson.'’ 

‘ * April 8, .1780. ” 

Mrs. Thrale being nowcat Bath with her husband, 
the corre.spondence between Johnson and her was 
carried on briskly. I shall present - my readers with 
one of her original letters to him at this time, wliich 
will amuse them probably more than those w'ell-wuitten 
but studied epistles which she has inserted in her 
collection, because it exhibits the easy vivacity of 
their literary intercourse. It is also of value as a key 
to Johnson’s answer, which she has printed by itself, 
and of which I shall subjoin extracts. 

“Mrs. Thrale to Dr. Johnson. 

“I HAD a very kind letter from you yesterday, 
dear Sir, with a most circumstantial date. You took 
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trouble w.ith my circulating, letteiy Mr. Evans writes 
me W'Ord, and I thank you sincerely for so doing ; one 
might do mischief else not being on the spot. 

“ Yesterday’s evening was passed at Mrs. Montagu’s ; 
there was Mr. Melmoth p I do not like him tkaugh^ nor 
he m,ej it was expected we, should have pleased each 
other; he is, however,' just Tory enough to hate the 
bishop of Peterborough ^ for Whiggism, and Whig 
enough to abhor you for Toryism. 

Mrs. Montagu flattered him finely ; so he : had 
a good afternoon on’t. This evening we spend at a 
concert. Poor Queeney’s sore eyes have just released 
her : she had a long confinement, and could neither 
read nor write, so my master ^ treated her very good- 
naturedly with the visits of a young woman in this 
town, a taylor’s daughter, who professes miisick, and 
teaches so as to give six lessons a day to ladies, at 
five and threepence a lesson. Miss Burney says she 
is a great performer ; and I respect the w'ench for 
getting her living so prettily ; she is very modest and 
pretty-mannered, and not seventeen years old. 

“ \fou live in a fine whirl indeed ; if I did not 
w*rite regularly you ’would half forget me, and that 
would be very wrong, for I felt my regard for you 
in my face last night, when the criticisms were 
going on. 

This morning it was all connoisseurship ; we went 
to see some pictures painted by a gentleman-artist, 
Mr. Taylor, of this place ; my master makes one every 
•where, and has got a good dawdling companion to ride 
with him now. "b Pie looks well 

enough, but I have no notion of health for a man 
wdiose mouth cannot be sew^ed up. Burney and I and 
Qiieeney tease him every meal he eats, and Mrs. 
Montagu is quite serious with him ; but what ea/^ one 
do ? He wuli eat, I think, and if he does eat I know 
be will not live; it makes me very unhappy, but I 

^ Dr. John Hinchiiffe?. 

- A kind of nick-name given to . Mrs. Thrale’s eldest daughter, 
whose name being AVZ/r/' she might he assimilated to a Quee?e. 

^ Mr. Thrale., 
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must Ikmi* it* Let me always have your fnendship. 
I aiiij most sincerely, dear Sir, 

“Your faithful servant, 

“H. L. 


l.'V.tb, Friday, April 28.” 


“I )k, JoiEXSON TO Mrs. Thrale. ■ 

A REST MADAM, 

“ *Mr. I’liRALE never will live abstinently till he 
can persuade himself to live by ruie.^ 

Encourage, as you can, the 'musical girl. 

“ Nothing is more common than mutual dislike, 
where miitiial approbation is particularly expected. 
There is often on both sides a vigilance not over- 
benevolent ; and as attention is strongly excited, ^so 
that nothing drops unheeded, any difference in taste 
or opinion, and some difference where there is no re- 
straint will commonly appear, immediately generates 
dislike. 

“Never let criticisms operate on your face or your 
mind ; it is very rarely that an authour is hurt by his 
criticks. The blaze of reputation cannot be blown out, 
but it often dies in the socket ; a very few names may 
be considered as perpetual lamps that shine iincon" 
sumed. From the authour of ‘ Fitzosborne’s letters ’ I 
cannot think myself in much danger. I met him only 
once about thirty years ago, and in some small dispute 
reduced him to whistle ; having not seen him since, 
that is the last impression. Poor Moore, the fabulist, 
was one of the company. 

“ Mrs. Montagu's long stay, against her own inclina- 
tion, is very convenient. You would, by your own 
confession, want a companion ; and she is par pluribus ; 
conversing with her you fold variety in me. 
“London, 'May i, 1780.” 


On the 2d of May I wrote to him, and requested 
that we might have another meeting somewhere in the 
North of England, in the autumn of this' year. 

From Mr. Langton I received soon after this 'time 
* I have taken the liberty to leave out a few lines. 
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a letter, of which I extract a passage, relative both to 
Mr. Beauclerk and Dr. Johnson. 

“ The melancholy-- information you have received 
concerning Mr. Beauclerk’s death is true. Had his 
talents been directed in any sufficient degree as they 
ought, I have always been strongly of opinion that 
they were calculated to make an illustrious figure ; and 
that opinion, as it had been in part formed upon I)r. 
Johnson’s judgement, receives more and more con- 
firmation by hearing what since his death Dr. John- 
son has said concerning them : a few evenings ago he 
was at Mr. Vesey’s, w'here Lord Althorpe, who was 
one of a numerous company there, addressed Dr. John- 
son on the subject of Mr. Beaiiclerk’s death, saying, 
‘ Our Club has had a great loss since we met last.' 
He replied, LN loss that perhaps the whole nation 
could not repair 1 ’ The Doctor then went on to speak 
of his endowments, and particularly extolled the won- 
derful ease with which he uttered what was highly 
excellent. He said that no man ever was so free 
when he was going to say a good thing from a look 
that expressed that it was coming ; or, when he had 
said it, from a look that expressed that it had come. 
At Mr. Thrale’s some days before, when we were talk- 
ing on the same subject, he said, referring to the same 
idea of his wonderful facility, ‘ That Beauclerk’s talents 
were those which he had felt himself more disposed 
to envy than those of any whom he had known.’ 

On the evening I have spoken of above, at Mr. 
Vesey’s, you w'ould have been much gratified, as it 
exhibited an instance of the high importance in ’which 
Dr. Johnson’s character is held, I think even beyond 
any I ever before was witness to. The company con- 
sisted chiefly of ladies, among whom were the Duchess 
Dowager of Portland, the Duchess of Beaufort, w^honi, 
I suppose from her rank I must name before her 
mother, Mrs. Boscawen, and her elder sister Mrs. 
Lewson, who was likewise there; Lady Lucan, Lady 
Clermont, and others of note both for their station 
and understandings. Among the gentlemen were Lord 
Althorpe, whom I have before named, Lord Macartney, 
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Sir Jfishiia Reynolds, Lord Lucan, Mr. Wraxal, whose 
Conk you ha\’e probably seen, ' 27 ic’ Timr to ■ ihc 
TXuriihTfi Paris of Eumpe p a very agreeable ingeni- 
ous man ; I )r, arren, Mr. Pepys, the Master in Chan- 
whcan I l)eiieve you know, and Dr. Bernard, the 
Pro\'f'jst of' ISton. As soon as Dr. Johnson was come 
in, and had taken a chair, the company began to 
collect round him till they became not less than four, 
if not five, dee|) ; those behind standing, and listening 
m,’er tile heads of those that were sitting near him. 
The conversation for some time was chiefly between 
Dr. Johnson and the Pro%’ost of Eton, while the others 
contributed ■ occasionally their remarks. Without at- 
tempting to detail the particulars of the conversation, 
vLi,cIi perhaps if I did I should spin my account out 
to a tedious length, I thought, my dear Sir, this general 
.account of the respect with which our valued friend 
was attended to might be acceptable.’' ■ 

To THE Reverend Dr. Farivier. 

-May 25, 1780. 

. - SIR, 

- I KNOW your disposition to second any literary 
attempt, and therefore venture upon the liberty of en- 
treating you to procure from College or Lmiversity 
registers all the dates or other informations which 
they can supply relating to Ambrose Philips, Broome, 
and Gray, who were all of Cambridge, and of whose 
lives I am to give such accounts as I can gather. Be 
pleased to forgive this trouble from, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

- Sam. Johnson.” 

While Johnson was thus engaged in preparing a 
delightful literary entertainment for the world, the 
tranquillity of the metropolis of Great Britain was un- 
expectedly disturbed by the most horrid series of 
outrages that ever disgraced a civilized country. A 
relaxation of some of the severe penal provisions 
against our fellow-subjects of the Catholick commu- 
nion had been granted by the legislature, with an 
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opposition so inconsiderable, that the genuine mild- 
ness of ■ Christianity united with liberal policy seemed 
to liave become general in this island. But a dark 
and malignant spirit of persecution soon shewed itself 
ill an unworthy petition for the repeal of the wise and 
humane' statute. That petition was brought forward 
by a mob, with the evident purpose of intimidation, 
and was justly rejected. But the attempt was accom- 
panied and followed by such daring violence as is "un- 
exampled in history. Of this extraordinary tumult 
Dr. Johnson has given the following concise, lively, 
and just account in his Letters to Mrs. Thrale : ” ^ 

“ On Friday,- the good Protestants met in Saint 
George’s-Fieids, at the summons of Lord George 
Gordon, and marching to '^Festniinster, insulted the 
Lords and Commons, who all bore it with great tame- 
ness. At night the outrages began by the demolition 
of the mass-house by Lincoln’s-Inn. 

An exact journal of a week’s defiance of govern- 
ment I cannot give you. On Monday Mr. vStrahan, 
who had been insulted, spoke to Lord Mansfield, who 
had I think been insulted too, of the licentiousness of 
the populace ; and his Lordship treated it as a very 
slight irregularity. On Tuesday night they pulled 
down Fielding’s hoiise,^^ and burnt his goods in the 
street. They had gutted on Monday Sir George 
Saviie’s house, but the building was saved. On Tues- 
day evening, leaving Fielding’s ruins, they went to 
Newgate to demand their companions, who had been 
seized demolishing the chapel. The keeper could not 
release them but by the Mayor’s permission, which 
he went to ask ; at his return he found all the prisoners 
released, and Newgate in a blaze. They then went to 
Bloomsbury, and fastened upon Lord Mansfield’s house, 
which they pulled down; and as for his goods, they 

' Vol. ii. p. 143, ei sea, I have selected passages from several 
letters, without mentioniBg dates. 

- June 2. 

* [This is not quite correct. Sir John Fielding was, I think, then 
dead. It w’as Justice Hyde's house in. St. Martin’s-street, Leicester- 
Fields, that was gutted, and his goods burnt in the street. — Blake- 
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totally burnt them. They have- since gone .to, Caen- 
wofjfj, but a guard was there before them. They 
pliiii(li*red some Papists, I think, and burnt a mass- 
iioiist* in iMoor-tidds the same night.’' 

'M 111 IVTdiiesday I walked with Dr. Scott to look at 
Newgate, and found it in ruins, with the fire yet glow- 
ing. As 1 ivent by, the Protestants, \were plundering 
the Sessions-house at the Old-Bailey. There were .not, 
I i)elieve, a hundred ; but they did their work at leisure, 
in full security, without sentinels, without trepidation, 
as men lawfully employed in full day. Such is the 
cowardice of a commercial place. On Wednesday they 
broke open' the Fleet, and the King's-Beiich, and the 
Marshalsea, and Wood-street Compter, and Cierken- 
well Bridewell, and released ail the prisoners. ' 

‘‘At night they set fire to the Fleet,, and to the 
.Kiiig’s-Bench, and I kno>v not ■ how many other 
places ; and one might see the glare of conllagration 
fill the sky from many parts. The sight was dreadful. 
Some people were threatened : Mr. Strahan advised 
me to take care of myself. Such, a time of terrour you 
have been happy in. not seeing. 

“ The King said in council ‘ That the magistrates 
had not done their duty, but that he would do his 
own ; ■' and a proclamation was published, directing 
us to keep our servants within doors, as the peace was 
no'w to be preserved by force. The soldiers were sent 
out to different parts, and the town is now [June 9] 
at quiet 

“ The soldiers are stationed so as to be every 
where within call: there is no longer any body of 
rioters, and the individuals are hunted to their holes, 
and led to prison ; .Lord George was last .night sent 
to the Townr. Mr. John Wilkes wvas this day in my 
neighbourhood, to seize the publisher of a seditious 
paper.” 

“ Several chapels have been destroyed, and several 
inoffiansive Papists have been plundered, .but the high 
sport was to burn the gaols. This was a good rabble 
trick. The debtors and the criminals were all set at 
liberty ; but of the criminals, as has always happened, 
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many are already retaken ; and two pirates have sur- 
rendered themselves, and it is ex|)ected that they will 
be pardoned.” 

‘‘ Government now acts again with its proper force ; 
and we are ail under the protection of the King and 
the law. I thought that it would be agreeable to you 
and my master to have my testimony to the public 
security ; and that you would sleep more quietly when 
I told you that you are safe.” 

“ There has, indeed, been an universal panick, from 
which the King was the first that recovered. AVithout 
the concurrence of his ministers, or the assistance of 
the civil magistrates, he put the soldiers in motion, and 
saved the town from calamities, such as a rabble’s 
government must naturally produce.” 

“ The publick has escaped a very heavy calamity. 
The rioters attempted the Bank on Wednesday night, 
but in no great number ; and, like other thieves, with 
no great resolution. Jack Wilkes headed the party 
that drove them away. It is agreed that if they had 
seized the Bank on Tuesday, at the height of the 
panick, when no resistance had been prepared, they 
might have carried irrecoverably away whatever they 
had found. Jack, who was always zealous for order 
and decency, declares that if he be trusted with power 
he will not leave a rioter alive. There is, however, 
now no longer any need of heroism or bloodshed ; no 
blue ribband ^ is any longer worn.” 

Such was the end of this miserable sedition, from 
which London was delivered by the magnanimity of 
the Sovereign himself. Whatever some may main- 
tain, I am satisfied that there was no combination or 
plan, either domestick or foreign ; but that the mischief 
,, spread by a gradual contagion of frenzy, augmented 

ll'' by the quantities of fermented liquors of which the 

deluded populace possessed themselves in the course 
Ilf of their depredations. 

■ I should think myself very much to blame did I 

here neglect to do justice to my esteemed friend Mr. 

^ [Lord George Gordon and his followers, during these outrages, 
words' blue ribbands in their hats. — M.] 
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Akerniaii, the keeper of Newgate, who long discharged 
a very iiiip<a‘iant trust with an liiiiform intrepid firm- 
nt'SH, a!id at the same time a tenderness and a liberai 
(’bariLy, whicli entitle him to be recorded with distin- 
gnisiied lioncair. 

Upr»i this oerasion, from the timidity and negligence 
of magistracy c)!i the one hand, and the almost in- 
ert-dihit.^ exertions of the mob on the other, the first 
prison of this great country was laid open, and the 
prisoners set free ; but that Air. Akernian, wdiose liouse 
was bump would have prevented all this, had proper 
aid been sent him in due time, there can be no doubt. 

Many years ago a fire broke out in the brick part 
which was built as an addition to the old gaol of 
Newgate. The |)risoners were in consternation and 
tuinidl, calling out, “ W'e shall be burnt— we shall be 
burnt ! Do'wn with the gate 1 — clown with the gate ! 
Mj. Akerman hastened to them, shew'ed himself at the 
gate, and having, after some confused vociferation of 
“ Hear him —hear him 1 ” obtained a silent attention, 
he then calmly told them that the gate must not go 
down ; that they were under his care, and tliat the}’ 
should not be permitted to escape ; but that he could 
assure them they need not be afraid of being burnt, for 
that tiie fire was not in the prison, properly so called, 
which wais strongly built with stone ; and that if they 
would engage to be c|uiet, he himself would come in to 
them, and conduct them to the farther end of the 
building, and w^ould not go out till they gave him 
leave. To this proposal they agreed ; upon which 
Mr. Akerman, having first made them fall back from 
the gate, went in, and with a determined resolution 
ordered the outer turnkey upon no account to open 
the gate, even though the prisoners (though he trusted 
they would not ) should break their word, and by force 
bring himself to order it. “ Never mind me, (said he,) 
should that happen.” The prisoners peaceably followed 
him, while he conducted them through passages, of 
which he had the keys, to the extremity of the gaol 
which w'as most distant from the fire. Having by this 
very judicious conduct fully satisfied them that there 
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was no immediate risk, if any at all, he then addressed 
them thus : Gentlemen, you are now convinced that 
I told you true. I have no doubt that the engines 
'will soon extinguish this fire ; if they should not, a 
sufficient guard will come, and you shall be ail taken 
out and lodged in the Compters. I assure you, upon 
my w'ord and honour, that I have not, a farthing 
insured. I have left niy house that I might take care 
of you. I will keep my promise, and stay with you 
if you insist upon it;, but if you will allow me to go 
out and look after my family and property I shall be 
obliged to you.'’ Struck with .his behaviour, they called 
out, “ IMaster Akerman, you have done bravely ; it 
was very kind in you : by all means go and take care 
of your own concerns.” He did so accordingly, while 
they remained, and were all preserved. 

Johnson has been lieard to relate the substance of 
this story with high praise, in ^yhicli he was joined by 
Hr. Burke.. My illustrious friend, speaking of Mr. 
Akerman’s kindness to his prisoners, pronounced this 
eulogy upon his character : — He who has long had 
constantly in his view the worst of mankind, and is yet 
eminent for the humanity of his disposition, must have 
had it originally in a great degree, and continued to 
cultivate it very carefully.” 

In the course of this month my brother David 
waited upon Dr. Johnson with the following letter of 
introduction, which I had taken care should be lying 
ready on his arrival in London. 

To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

^‘Edinburgh, April 29, 1780, 

“my dear sir, 

This will l3e delivered to you by my brother 
David, on his return from Spain. You will be glad to 
see the man who vowed to ' stand by the old castle 
of Auchinieck, with heart, purse, and sword ; ’ that 
romantick family solemnity devised by me, of which 
you and I talked with complacency upon the spot. I 
trust that twelve years of absence have not lessened 
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his feudal altacbraent ; >nci that you will find him 
worthy of being introduced to. your acquaintance. 

1 iiavc liie honour to be, 

With, aftectionate veneratioji, 

My dear Sir, 

“ Your most faithful .humble servant, 

'' James ■ Bos wellT 

joluison received him very politely, and has thus 
jnentioned him in a letter to Mrs. Thrale : ^ “I have 
iiad u'ith me a brother of Boswell’s, a Spanish mer- 
chant,- w.l.io,m the war has driven .from his residence 
.at Valencia ; he is gone to see his friends, and will, 
fnd^ Scothind but a sorry place after twelve years’ 
residence in a happier climate. He is a very agreeable 
man, and speaks no Scotch.” 

To Dr. Beattie, at Aberdeen. 

“sir, 

“More years than I have any delight to reckon 
have passed since you and I saw one another : of this, 
however, there is no reason for making any repre- 
hensory complaint : — Sic fata fcrunt. But methiiiks 
there might pass some small interchange of regard 
bet^veeri us. If you say that I ought to have, written, 

I DOW' write ; and I write to tell you that I have 
much kindness for you and Mrs. Beattie ; and that I 
wish your health better and your life long. Try 
change of air, and come a few degrees Soutlnvards ; 
a softer climate may do you both good ; winter is 
coming in ; and London will be warmer, and gayer, 
and busier, and more fertile of amusement than 
Aberdeen. 

“ .My health is better; but that will be little in the 
balance when I tell you that Mrs. Montagu has been 
very ill, and is, I doubt, now but weakly. Mr. Thrale 

^ Vol. ii. p. 163. Mrs. Plozzi has omitted the name — she best 

.knows why. • . . 

-iNow settled in London. 

^ I had been five x'ears absent from London.™ B f:attie. 
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has been very dangerously disordered; but is much 
better, and I hope will totally recover. He has with- 
drawn himself from business the whole summer. Sir 
Joshua and his sister are well ; and Afr. I hivies has 
got great success as an authourd generated by the 
corruption of a bookseller. Alore news I ha\'e not to 
tell you, and therefore you must be contented with 
hearing, what I know not whether you much wish to 
hearj“ that I am, Sir, 

‘"'Your most humble servant, 

Sam. Johnson.'*’ 

“ Bok-Coart, Fleet-street, 

August 21, 17S0.” 

‘‘To James Boswell, Esq. 

“dear SIR, 

“ 1 FIND you have taken one of your fits of taci- 
turnity, a'lid have resolved not to write till 3'ou are 
written to ; it is but a peevish humour, but you shall 
have your way. 

“ I have sat at home in Bolt-court all the summer, 
thinking to write the Lives, and a great part of the 
time only thinking. Several of them, however, are 
done, and I still think to do the rest. 

“ Air. Thrale and bis family have, since his illness, 
passed their time first at Bath, and then at Bright- 
helmstone ; but I have been at neither place. I would 
have gone to Lichfield if I could have had time, and 
I might have had time if I had been active ; but I have 
missed much, and done little. 

“ In the late disturbances, Air. Thrale’s house and 

^ Meaning his entertaining “ Memoirs of David (Barrick, Esc|,," 
of which Johnson (as Davies informed me) wrote the fir.^t senn.-nce ; 
tints giving, as it were, the key-note to the performance, it is, 
indeed, very characteristical of its authour, beginning with a inaxiin, 
and proceeding to illustrate, — “All excellence has a right to be 
recorded, I shall, therefore, think it superfluous to apologize for 
writing the life of a man who, by an uncommon assemblage of 
private virtues, adorned the highest eminence in a piiblick profession,” 

* 1 wish he had omitted the suspicion expressed here, though 
1 believe lie meant nothing but jocularity; for, though he and I 
differerl sometimes in opinion, he well knew how much I loved and 
rm-ered him, — Beattie. 
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.^tork wt-re in 2 ;rea.t danger; the mol) was pacified at 
fj'n-ir Mrsi invasion with about fifty pounds in drink 
aial niraf : and at their second, were driven away by 
the suidicTS. Air. Strahaii got a garrison into, his 
house, and iuniniained them a fortnight; he was so 
frightened that he removed pmrt of his goods. Airs. 
'Wiiiianis took shelter in the country. 

I know not whether I shall get a ramble this 
antunni ; it is now about the time when we were 
trav'cliing. I have, however, better healtli than 1 had 
then, and hope you and I may yet shew ourselves on 
some |)art of Kurope, Asia, or Africa.^ In the mean 
lime let us play no trick, but keep each other’s kind- 
ness 1:)}’ all means in our power. 

The bearer of this is Dr. Dunbar of Aberdeen, 
who has written and published a very ingenious bookp 
and 'who I think lias a kindness :for me, and will, when 
he knows you, have a kindness for you. 

“ I suppose your little ladies are grown tall ; and 
your son has become -a learned, young man. I lo've 
them ail, and I love your nauglity lady, whom I never 
shall persuade to love me. \Vhen the Lives are done 
I shall send them to complete her collection, but must 
send them in paper, as for want of a pattern I cannot 
bind them to fit the rest. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours most affectionately, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

“ London, Aug. 2,1, 1780.” 


This year he wrote to a young clergyman in the 
country the following very excellent letter, which 
contains valuable advice to Divines in general : 

- It v.'il] no (‘oiibl be remarked how he a^'oids the rebeUions land 
•!!' Vniierieri. Tiii.s puts me in mind of an anecdote for which lam 
obliged tu my worthy social friend, Governour Richard .Penn : “At 
one of Miss E. Hervcy’s assemblies, Dr. Johnson was following her 
up and down the room ; upon which Lord Abington observed to 
her, ‘ Your great friend is very fond of you ; you can go no where 
without him.’ — •* Ay (said she), he would follow me to any part 
of the world.’ — ‘ Then (said the Earl), ask him to go with you to 
America/'" 

“ .Essays on tlie History of Mankind.” 
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“ DEAR .SIR, . . 

“ Not many days ago Dr. Lawrence shewed me 
a letter, in which you make 'mention o,f me : I hope, 
therefore, you will not be displeased that I endeavour 
to preserve your good>will by some observations 'which 
your letter suggested to me. 

‘‘You are afraid of falling into some improprieties 
in the daily service by reading to an audience that 
requires no exactness. Your fear, I hope, secures 
you from danger. They who contract absurd habits 
are such as have no fear. It is impossible to do 
the same thing very often, without some peculiarity of 
manner : but that manner may be good or bad, and a 
little care will at least preserve it from being l;)ad : to 
make it good there must, I think, be something of 
natural or casual felicity, which cannot be taught. 

“ Your present method of making your sermons 
seems very judicious. Few frequent preachers can 
be supposed to have sermons more their own than 
yours will be. Take care to register, somewhere or 
other, the authours from whom your several discourses 
are borrowed ; and do not imagine that you shall 
always remember even what perhaps you now think 
it impossible to forget. 

“ My advice, ho'wever,. is that you attempt, from 
time to time, an original sermon ; and in the labour 
of composition do not burden your mind with too 
much at oncej do not exact from yourself at one 
eftbrt of excogitation propriety of thought and ele- 
gance of expression. Invent first, and then embellish. 
The production of something, where nothing wms 
before, is an act of greater energy than the expansion 
or decoration of the thing produced. Set down dili- 
gently your thoughts as they rise in the first words 
that occur ; and w'hen you have matter you will 
easily give it form ; nor, perhaps, will this method be 
always necessary ; for by habit your thoughts and 
diction will flow together. 

‘‘ The composition of sermons is not very difficult : 
the divisions not only help the memory of the hearer, 
but direct the judgement of the writer : they supply 
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soiiFi’cs of invention; and keep every part in its proper 

jilare. 

'*• Wliat I like least in your letter is your account 
ijf the manners of your parish from "which I gather 
liiai i: iias licen long neglected by the parson. The 
Dean of Carlisle,^- who was then a little rector in 
Xoitiiamptonshire, told me that it might be discerned 
'vi'uaiKjr or no there was a clergyman resident in a 
pnribii l)y the civil or savage manner of the people. 
Such a congregation as yours stands in need of much 
reformation ; and I would not have you think it im- 
possible to reform them. A very savage parish was 
civilized by a decayed gentlewomanj who came among 
tlieni to teach a petty .school. My learned friend, 

1 Ir. Vv heeler, of Oxford, when he was a young man, 

had the care of a neighbouring parish for fifteen 
jjoiiiids a year, which he was. never paid ; but he 
counted it a convenience .that it. compelled him to 
make a sermon weekly. One woman he could not 
bring to the communion ; and when he reproved or 
exhorted her she only answered that she was no 
scholar. He was advised to set some good woman 
or man of the parish, a little wiser than herself, to talk 
to her in a language level to her mind. Such honest, 

I may call them holy, artifices must be practised by 
every clergyman; for all means must be tried by 
which souls may be saved. “ Talk to your people, 
however, as much as you can ; and you will find that 
the more frequently you converse with them upon 
religious subjects the more willingly they will attend, 
and the more submissively, they will learn. A clergy- 
man’s diligence always makes him venerable. I thmk 
I iiave now only to say that, in the momentous 'work 
you have undertaken, I pray God to bless you. . 

I am, Sir, 

“Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.' 

“ Bolt-court, Aug. 30, 1780.” 


^ Dr. Percy, now Bishop of Droraore. 


38o life of. dr. 'JOHNS t>X 17S0 

My next letters . to ■ him were dated August 24, 
September 6, and October i, and from them 1 extract 
the following passages : 

“ My brother David and I find the long indiilged 
fancy of our comfortable meeting again at Aiicliinleck 
so well realized that it in some degree conlirms the 
pleasing hope of O! ■predar-um dicw ! in a fiittire 
state. 

I beg that you may never again harbour a sus- 
picion of my indulging a peevish humour, or playing 
tricks ; you will recollect that, when I confessed to you 
that I had once been intentionally silent to try your 
regard, I gave you my word and honour that I would 
not do so again. 

I rejoice to hear of your good state of health ; 1 
pray God to continue it long. I have often said that 
I would wiiiingiy have ten years added to my life to 
have ten taken from yours ; I mean, that I would 
be ten years older to have you ten years younger. 
But let me be thankful for the years during ^vhich I 
have enjoyed your friendship, and please myself with 
the hopes of enjoying it many years to come in this 
state of being, trusting always that, in another state, we 
shall meet never to be separated. Of this we can 
form no notion ; but the thought, though indistinct, is 
delightful, when the mind is calm and clear. 

“ The riots in London were certainly horrible ; but 
you give me no account of your own situation during 
the barbarous anarchy. A description of it by Dr. 
Johnson would be a great painting ; ^ you might write 
another ^ London, a Poem.’ 

“ I am charmed with your condescending affection- 
ate expression, ‘ let us keep each other’s kindness by 
all the means in our power;’ my revered Friend! 
how elevating is it to my mind that I am found worthy 
to be a companion to Dr. Samuel Johnson ! iVll that 
you have said in grateful praise of Mr. Walmsley I 
have long thought of you; but we are both Tories, 
which has a very general influence upon our senti- 
ments. I hope that you will agree to meet me at 

^ I had not then seen his Letters to Mrs. Tlirale. 
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York alj'iTtil the end of this month or if you will 
romc to (iarlisle that would be better still, in case the 
Dean he tliere. J lease to consider that, to keep each 
utheCs kindness, we should every year have that , free 
and inti male conimiinication of mind which can be 
Iiad only when we are together. Ud should have both 
unr solemn and our pleasant talk.*' ■ 

“ L write now for the third time, to tell you that rriy 
il</sire for our meeting this autumn is much increased, 
i wrote to '\S(|uire Godfrey Bosviile, my Yorkshire 
chief, that I should, perhaps, pay him a visit, as I 
was to hold a conference with Dr. Johnson at 'York. 
,1 give you my w'ord and honour that I said not 
a word of his inviting you ; but he wrote to iiie as 
.follo'ws : 

“ ‘ I need not tell you I shall be happy to see you 
here the latter end of this month, as you propose ; and 
I shall likewise be in hopes that you w’ili persuade 
Dr. Johnson to ii,iiish the conference here. It will add 
to the favour of }''oiir own company if you prevail upon 
such an associate to assist your observations. I have 
o,fteii been entertained with his w'ritings, and I once 
belonged to a club of W''hich he wais a member, and I 
never spent an evening there but I heard something 
from, him well worth remembering.’ 

We have thus, my dear Sir, good comfortable 
quarters in the neighbourhood of York, where you 
may be assured ’we shall be heartily w^elcome. I pray 
you then resolve to set out : and let not the year 1780 
be a blank in our social calendar, and in that record 
of wisdom and wit wiiich 1 keep with so much dili- 
gence, to your honour, and the instruction and delight 
of others.” 

■: Mr. Thrale had now’ another contest for the repre- 
sentation in parlia,ment of the borough of ■ South wairk, 
and Johnson kindly lent him his assistance by writing 
advertisements and letters for him. I shall insert one 
as a specimen ; 
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To THE Worthy Electors of the Borough of 
Southwark. 

GENTLEMEN, 

A NEW Parliament being now called, I again 
solicit the honour of being elected for one of your re- 
presentatives ; and solicit it with the greater confidence 
as- 1 am not conscious of having neglected my duty, or 
of having acted' otherwise than as becomes the inde- 
pendent representative of independent constituents ; 
superiour to fear, hope, and expectation, who has no 
private purposes to promote, and whose prosperity is 
involved in the prosperity of his country. As my re- 
covery from a very severe distemper is not yet perfect, 
I have declined to attend the Hall, and hope an omis- 
sion so necessary will not be harshly censured. 

“ I can only send my respectful wishes that all your 
deliberations may tend to the happiness of the king- 
dom, and the peace of the borough. 

“ I am, Gentlemen, 

Your most faithful 

“ And obedient servant, 

Henry Thrale.” 

“ Soiitliwark, Sept. 5, ijBo," 


[‘'To THE Right Honourable Lady Southwell, 
Dublin. 


MADAM, 

‘‘ Among the numerous addresses of condolence 
which yourgreat loss must have occasioned, be pleased 

^ [Margaret, the second daughter, and one of the co-heiresses of 
Arthur Cecil Harailton, Esq. She was married in 1741 to Thomas 
George, the third Baron, and first Viscount, tSouthwell, and lived 
with him in the most perfect connubial felicity till September, 1780, 
when Lord Southwell died ; a loss which she never ceased to lament 
to the hour of her own dissolution, in her eighty-first year, August 16, 
r8o2. The ‘Gllustrious example of piety and fortitude ” to which 
Dr. Johnson alludes was the submitting, when passed her fiftieth 
year, to an extremely painful surgical operation, which she endured 
with extraordinary firmness and composure, not allowing lierself to 
be tied to her chair, nor uttering a single moan, — This slight tribute 
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to reccire this from one whose name perhaps you 
have iKjVtT Iieard, and to whom your Ladyship is 
known oni}’ I)y the reputation ;of your virtue, and to 
wiioiii }’oiir Lord was known only by his kindness and 

I'jeneficence. 

hh'jur Ladyship is now again summoned to exert 
tliat I'jiety of which you once gave, in a state of pain 
mid danger, so illustrious an example ; ■ and your 
i,ord’s ijcneticence may be still continued by those 
wliO vrith his fortune inherit his virtues. 

“ I hope to be forgiven the liberty which I shall 
take of informing your Lad}\ship that Mr. Mauritius 
Lowe, a son of j'Oiir late Lord’s father,^ had, by 
recommendation to your Lord, a quarterly allowance 
of ter ] ocid the last of which, due July 26, he has 
not YU i \ cfl he was in hourly hope of his remittance, 
and flattered himself that on October 26 he should 
have met \cd the whole half year’s bounty, when he 
was s Li Lick i\jtli the dreadful news of his benefactor’s 
death. 

“ iMay I presume to hope that his want, his relation, 
and his. merit, which excited his Lordship’s charity, 
■will continue to have the same eifect upon those wdiom 
lie has left behind ; and that, though he has lost one 
friend, he may not yet be destitute. Your Ladyship’s 
charity cannot easily be exerted where it is wanted 


of affection to the memory of these two most amiable and excellent 
pei'soiis, who were not less distinguished by their piety, beneficence, 
and unbounded cliarity, than by a suavity of manners which endeared 
llieni to all who knew them, it is hoped, will be forgiven from one 
who was honoured by their kindness and friendship from his child- 
iiood. — 

" CJliomas, the second Lord Southwell, who w'as born Jan. 7, 
169S-9, and died in London, Nov, 18, 1766. Johnson was well 
;icqiiainted with this nobleman, and said “he was the highest bred 
man, "vvitiiijut insolence, that he was ever in compa.ny with.” See 
/j'S/, March 23, 1783. liis younger brother, Edmund Southwell, 
lived in intimacy with Johnson for many years. (See an account of 
iiim in Hawkins’s Life of Johnson, p. 405,) He died in London, 
Nov. 22, 1772. 

In opposition to the Knight’s unHvourable representation of this 
gentleman, to wdiorn I wms indebted for my first introduction to 
Johnson, I take this opportunity to add that 'he appeared to me a 
pious man, and was very fond of 'leading the con^■ersation tp religious 
subjects. -~M.] 
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more ; and to a mind like yours distress is a sailicient 
recommendation. 

I hope to be allowed the honour of beingj 
“Madam, 

“ Your Ladyship’s 

. “ Most hiiiTihlc Seivai’it, 

“Sam. Juua.^ox;’ 

“ Bolt-court, Fieet-street, London, 

Sept. 9, 17S0.”] 

On his birth-day Johnson has tliis note : “I arn 
now beginning the seventy-second year of my life, 
with 'more strength of body, and greater vigour of 
mind, than I think is common at that age.” But still 
he complains of sleepless nights and idle days, and 
forgetfulness, or neglect of resolutions. He thus 
pathetically expresses himself: “Surely I shall not 
spend rny whole life vith my own total disappro- 
bation.” ^ 

Mt. Macbean, whom I have mentioned more than 
once, as one of Johnson’s hiimbie friends, a deserving 
but unfortunate man, being now oppressed by age and 
poverty, Johnson solicited the Lord Chancellor Thur- 
low to have him admitted into the Charter-house.” 

I take the liberty to insert his Lordship’s answer, as 

* ! ’ravers and Meditations, p. 185. 

“ [Mr. Alexander Macbean, on Lord Tliiirlow’s jiotnination, was 
adinilted into the Chartreiix in April, 1781 ; on which uccabiciH l>r. 
Johnson, with that benevolence bywliich be was uniformly aclu.tt(.d, 
wrote the following letter, which, for the sake of coniicxion, nia\' 
properly be introduced here ; 

“To THE Rev. Dk. Vvsr, at Lambeth. 

" REV. SIR, 

“The bearer is one of my old friends, a man of great U.'arm'ng, 
whom the Chancellor has been pleased to nomina te to the Chartrteax. 
He attends his Grace the Archbishop, to take thti (jath retjuired, 
and being a modest scholar, will escape cinbarrassment, if }uii an* 
so kind as to introduce him, by which you will do a kindness to a. 
man of great merit, and. add another to those iavours which have 
already been conferred by you on, 

“Sir, 

“ Vour most humble sfTViint, 

“ Sam. joiix'-ox."—- 'M. 

“ .Bolt~cc«.irt, Fleet-street, 

April 10, 17S1.” 
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! am eager to embrace every occasion of angnieriting 
die rcs|fy<'pPiiie notion which should ever be entertained 
uf in}- iiliihirimiH friend : 

“To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“London, October 24, 17 So. 

“ SIR, 

I HAVL tins moment received your letter dated 
iJie ifjth, and returned from Bath. 

“ In the iK'ginniiig of the summer I placed one in' 
the Ciiartreux, without the sanction of a recommend- 
ation so distinct and so authoritative as yours of 
Macbeaii ; and_ I am afraid that, according to the 
establishrnent ol the House, the opportunity of making 
the charity so good, amends will not soon recur. But 
wiiene\^er a vacancy shall happen, if you’ll fevour 
me u-ith notice of it, I will try to recommend hi,m to 
the place, even though it should not be my turn to 
.nominate. 

I am, Si.r, with great regard, 

“ Your most faithful 

“ And obedient servant, 

“Thurlow.” 


“To Ja:ues Boswell, Esq, 

“ D,EAR SIR, 

“d AM sorry to write you a letter that will not 
please you, and' yet it is at last what I resolve to do. 
This year must pa.ss without an interview ; the summer 
has been foolishly lost, like many other of my summers 
and wi,nters. I hardly saw a green field, but stayed 
in town to work, without working much. 

“Air. Tliraie’s loss of health- has lost him the 
election he is now going to Brighthelmstone, and 
expects .me to go with him ; and how long I shall 
stay I cannot tell. ,I do not much like the: place, 
but yet I shall go, and stay while my stay is desired. 
We must, therefore, content ourselves with knowing 
what we know as w’ell as man can know the mind of 
man, that we love one another, and that w’e wish each 
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other’s happiness, and that the lapse of a year cannot 
lessen oiir mutual kindness. 

I was pleased to be told that I accused Mrs. 
Boswell unjustly, in supposing that she bears me ill- 
will. I love you 'SO much that I would Lie glad to 
love all that love you, and that you love ; and I have 
love very ready for Mrs. Boswell, if she thinks it 
worthy of acceptance. I hope all the young ladies 
and gentiernen are well. 

.. “ I take a great liking to your brother. He tells 
me that his father received him kindly, but not fondly ; 
however, you seem to have lived well enough at 
Auchinleck, while you stayed. Make your father as 
happy as you can. 

You lately told me of your health : I can tell you 
in return that my health has been for more than a 
year past better than it has been for many years 
before. , Perhaps it may please God to give us, some 
time together before we are parted. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Yours, most affectionately, 

“ Sam,. Johnson,” 

“ October 17,, 1730.'' 

['‘To THE Reverend Dr. Yyse,„at La^ieeth. 

Sir, 

" I HOPE you will forgive the liberty I take in 
soliciting your interposition with his Grace the Arch- 
bishop : my first petition was successful, and I there- 
fore venture on a second. 

“ The matron of the Chartreiix is about to resign 
’ner place, and Mrs. Desmoulins, a daughter of the 
late Dr. Swinfen,'^ wBo was well known to your father, 
is desirous of succeeding her. She has been accus- 
tomed by keeping a boarding-school to the care of 
children, and I think is very likely to discharge her 
duty. She is in great distress, and therefore may 
properly receive the benefit of a charitable foundation. 
If you wish to see her, -she will be willing to give an 
account of herself. 

' ■ I [See vol b p.'46.— MJ 
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“If you shall be pleased. Sir, to. mention iu.r 
favoiinibiy to his Grace, you will do a- great act of 
.kindness to, Sir, . 

“ A,h3ur most obliged, 

“ And most liLmib.le Servant, 

“Sam. JohnsonA 

.iJec. 30, i7So.’'j 

Being disappointed in my hopes of meeting Johnson 
i!,iis \ear, so t.hat 1 could hear none of his admirable 
sayings, I sliall , compensate for this want by inserting 
a coliectioii of them, for which I am indebted to rny 
worthy, friend, Air. Langton, who,se kind commmiica- 
l:io,ns have been separately interwoven in many ,|:)arts 
uf this work. A'cry few articles of this collection 
vv'ere committed to writing by himself, he not having 
tiiat iiabit: which he regrets, and which those who 
Imow^he riiiiiieroiis opportunities lie .had of gathering 
the rich fruits of /{f/iMsoman mt and wisdom- iiiiLst 
ever regret. I however found, in conversation with 
him, that a good store of Johnsoniana was treasured 
in liis mind ; and 1 compared it to Herculaneum, or 
some .old Roman field, which wiien dug fully rew’ards 
the labour employed. The authenticity of ever\* 
article is unquestionable. For the expression I, 
-who wrote them down in his presence, am parti}' 
answerable. 

“ I’heocritus is not deserving of very high respect 
as a writer ; as to the pastoral part, Virgil is very 
evidently superiour. He wrote when there had lieen 
a^jarger influx of knowledge into the world than when 
'Fheocritus lived. Theocritus does not abound in 
description, though living in. a. .beautiful country,.;, the 
ma,iiners, painted are coarse and gross. .Virgil has. 
much more description, more .sentiment, nwe of 
nature, and more of art. Some of the most excellent 
parts of .Theocritus are where Castor and Pollux, 
going with the other Argonauts, land on the Bebryciaii 
coast, and there fall into a dispute with Amyciis, the 
King of that country; which is, asAveli conducted as 
Euripides could have done it; and. the battle, is vrell ■ 
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related. Afterwards, they carry oft' a woman, whose 
two brothers come to recover her, and expostulate 
with Castor and Pollux on their injustlre ; but they 
pay 1:10 regard to the brothers, and a ijattie ensues, 
where Castor and his brother are triumphant. — Theo- 
critus .seems not to have seen that the !}rotIiers have 
the advantage in their argument over his Argonaut 
heroes. — ^ The Sicilian Gossips ' is a piece of merit.” 

Callimachus is a writer of little excellence. The 
chief thing to be learned from him is his account of 
Rites and Mythology ; which, though desirable to be 
known for the sake of understanding other parts of 
ancient authoiirs, is the least pleasing or valuable part 
of their writings.” 

“ Mattaire’s account of the Stephani is a heavy 
book. He seems to have been a puzzle-headed man, 
with a large share of scholarship, but with little 
geometry or logick in his head, without method, and 
possessed of little genius. He wrote Latin verses 
from time to time, and published a set in his old 
age, which he called ‘ Senilia ; ' in which he shews so 
little learning or taste in writing as to make Carteret 
a dactyl. — In matters of genealogy it is necessary to 
give the bare names as they are ; but in poetry, and 
in prose of any elegance in the "writing, they require 
to have inflection given to them. — liis book of the 
Dialects is a sad heap of confusion ; the only way to 
write on them is to tabulate them with Notes, added 
at the bottom of the page, and references.” 

“ It may be questioned wdiether there is not some 
mistake as to the methods of employing the poor, 
seemingly on a supposition that there is a certain 
portion of work left undone for wxmt of persons to do 
it ; but if that is otherwise, and all the materials we 
have are actually worked up, or all the rnanulactures 
we can use or dispose of are already executed, then 
what is given to the poor, wiio are to be set at work, 
must be taken from some who now have it : as time 
must be taken for learning, (according to Sir William 
Petty’s observation,) a certain part of those very 
materials that, as it is, are properly worked up, must 
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he spoilrd iiy tlie unskilfulness of novices. We may 
!«') werii-meaning but misjudging persons in par- 
ticuiars (jf this nature what Giannone said to a' monk, 
who wanted wliat he called to co/wert him : ^ Tu sei 
St! fife, ma tu um sa Jlioso/^IiuJ — It is an unhappy 
cirriimstance that one might give away hundred 
pounds in a year to those that importune in the streets, 
and not do a.ny good/’ . 

'' There is nothing more likely to betray a man 
into al)stirdity than condescension ; when he seems 
to suppose his understanding too' powerful for his 
company.” 

'' Having asked .M'r. Langton if his father and 
mother had sat for their pictures, which he thought 
it right for each generation of a family to do, and 
being told they had opposed it, he said, ^ Sir, among 
the anfractiiosities of the human mind, I kno^v not :if 
it may not be one that there is a superstitious reluc- 
tance to sit for a picture,’ ” 

“John Gilbert Cooper related that, soon after the 
pul:)licatioii of his Dictionary, Garrick being asked by 
Johnson what people said of it, told him that, among 
other anioiadversions, it was objected that he cited 
authorities which were beneath the dignity of such a 
work, and mentioned Richardson. * Nay, (said John- 
son,) I have done worse than that : I have cited f/iee\ 
David.’ ” 

“ Talking of expence, he observed with what muni- 
ficence a great merchant will spend his money, both 
from his having it at command, and from his enlarged 
views by calculation of a good effect upon the wiiole. 

* Whereas (said he) you will hardly ever find a country 
gentleman who is not a good deal disconcerted at an 
unexpected occasion for his being obliged to lay out 
ten pounds.’ ” 

“ When in good humour, he would talk of his own 
writings with a wonderful frankness and candour, and 
would even criticise them with the closest severity. 
One day, having read over one of his Ramblers, Mr. 
Langton asked him how he liked that paper ; he shook 
his head, and answered, ^ too wordy.’ At another 
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related. Afterwards they carry off a woman, whose 
two brothers come to recover her, and expostulate 
with Castor and Pollux on their injustice ; but they 
pay no regard to the brothers, and a battle ensues, 
where Castor and his brother are triumphant. — Theo- 
critus seems not to have seen that the brothers have 
the advantage in their argument over his Argonaut 
heroes. — ‘ The Sicilian Gossips ’ is a piece of merit.” 

Callimachus is a writer of little excellence. The 
chief thing to be learned from him is his account of 
Rites and Mythology ; which, though desirable to be 
known for the sake of understanding other parts of 
ancient authours, is the least pleasing or valuable part 
of their writings.” 

“ Mattaire’s account of the Stephani is a heavy 
book. He seems to have been a puzzle-headed man,, 
with a large share of scholarship, but with little 
geometry or logick in his head, without method, and 
possessed of little genius. He wrote Latin verses 
from time to time, and published a set in his old 
age, which he called ‘ Senilia ; ’ in which he shews so 
little learning or taste in writing as to make Carteret 
a dactyl. — In matters of genealogy it is necessary to 
give the bare names as they are; but in poetry, and 
in prose of any elegance in the writing, they require 
to have inflection given to them. — His book of the 
Dialects is a sad heap of confusion ; the only way to 
write on them is to tabulate them with Notes, added 
at the bottom of the page, and references.” 

‘‘It may be questioned whether there is not some 
mistake as to the methods of employing the poor, 
seemingly on a supposition that there is a certain 
portion of work left undone for want of persons to do 
it ; but if that is otherwise, and all the materials we 
have are actually worked up, or all the manufactures 
we can use or dispose of are already executed, then 
what is given to the poor, who are to be set at work, 
must be taken from some who now have it : as time 
must be taken for learning, (according to Sir William 
Petty’s observation,) a certain part of those very 
materials that, as it is, are properly worked up, must 
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be Spoiled by the unskilfulness of novices. We may 
apply to well-meaning but misjudging persons in par- 
ticulars of this nature what Giannone said to a monk, 
who w^anted what he called to convert him : ‘ Tu set 
santo, ffia tu non sei filosophoJ — It is an unhappy 
circumstance that one might give away five hundred 
pounds in a year to those that importune in the streets, 
and not do any goodP 

“ There is nothing more likely to betray a man 
into absurdity than condescefision ; when he seems 
to suppose his understanding too powerful for his 
company.” 

“ Having asked Mr. Langton if his father and 
mother had sat for their pictures, which he thought 
it right for each generation of a family to do, and 
being told they had opposed it, he said, ‘ Sir, among 
the anfractuosities of the human mind, I know not if 
it may not be one that there is a superstitious reluc- 
tance to sit for a picture.’ ” 

John Gilbert Cooper related that, soon after the 
publication of his Dictionary, Garrick being asked by 
Johnson what people said of it, told him that, among 
other animadversions, it was objected that he cited 
authorities which were beneath the dignity of such a 
work, and mentioned Richardson. ‘Nay, (said John- 
son,) I have done w^orse than that : I have cited thee^ 
David.’ ” 

Talking of expence, he observed with what muni- 
ficence a great merchant will spend his money, both 
from his having it at command, and from his enlarged 
views by calculation of a good effect upon the whole. 
‘Whereas (said he) you will hardly ever find a country 
gentleman who is not a good deal disconcerted at an 
unexpected occasion for his being obliged to lay out 
ten pounds.’ ” 

“When in good humour, he would talk of his own 
writings with a wonderful frankness and candour, and 
^vould even criticise them with the closest severity. 
One day, having read over one of his Ramblers, Mr. 
Langton asked him how he liked that paper ; he shook 
his head, and answered, ‘ too wordy.’ At another 



390 LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON 1780 

time, when one was reading his tragedy of MreneJ to 
a company at a house in the country, he left the room : 
and somebody having asked him the reason of thiSj 
he replied, ^ Sir, I thought it had been better.’ ” 

“ Talking of a point of delicate scrupulosity of moral 
conduct, he said to Mr. Langton, ‘ Men of harder 
minds than ours will do many things from which you 
and I would shrink ; yet, Sir, they will perhaps do 
more good in life than we. But let us try to help one 
another. If there be a wrong twist, it may be set 
right. It is not probable that two people can be 
wrong the same way. 

Of the Preface to CapeFs Shakspeare, he said, 

‘ If the man would have come to me, I would have 
endeavoured to endow his purposes with words ; ” 
for, as it is, he doth ‘fgabble monstrously.””’ 

“ Pie related that he had once in a dream a contest 
of wit with some other person, and that he was very 
much mortified by imagining that his opponent bad 
the better of him. ‘Now, (said he,) one may mark 
here the effect of sleep in weakening the power of 
reflection ; for had not my judgement failed me I 
should have seen that the wit of this supposed antago- 
nist, by whose superiority I felt myself depressed, was 
as much furnished by me as that which I thought I 
had been uttering in my own character.”’ 

“ One evening in company an ingenious and learned 
gentleman read to him a letter of compliment which 
he had received from one of the Professors of a 
Foreign University. Johnson, in an irritable fit, think- 
ing there was too much ostentation, said, ‘ I never 
receive any of these tributes of applause from abroad. 
One instance L recollect of a foreign publication, in 
which mention is made of Pillustre Lock?7ianl ” ^ 

“Of Sir Joshua Reynolds, he said, ‘Sir, I know no 
man who has passed through life with more observa- 
tion than Reynolds.”’ 

“ He repeated to Mr. Langton, with great energy, 
in the Greek, our Saviour’s gracious expression con- 

^ Secretary to the British Herring Fishery, remarkable for an 
exlraordinary number of occasional verses, hot of eminent merit. 
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cerning the forgiveness of Mary Magdalen,^ ‘H TTlOrTL^ 
(Tov (r€(rmK€ cr^' Tropevov els elppvrjv* ‘Thy faith hath 
saved thee • go in peace/ ^ He said, 'the manner of 
this dismission is exceedingly affecting/” 

“ He thus defined the difference between physical 
and moral truth : ‘Physical truth is when you tell a 
thing as it actually is. Moral truth is when you tell a 
^ thing sincerely and precisely as it appears to you. I 
say such a one walked across the street; if he really 
did so, I told a physical truth. If I thought so, though 
I should have been mistaken, I told a moral truth.’ ” 

“ Huggins, the translator of Ariosto, and Mr. 
Thomas Warton, in the early part of his literary life, 
had a dispute concerning that poet, of whom Mr. 
Warton, in his ‘ Observations on Spenser’s Fairy 
Queen,’ gave some account which liuggins attempted 
to answer with violence, and said, ‘ I vvill miliiate no 
longer against his nescience! Huggins w^as master of 
the subject, but wanted expression. Mr. Warton’s 
knowiedge of it was then imperfect, but his manner 
lively and elegant, Johnson said, ‘ It appears to me 
that Huggins w^as ball without powder, and Warton 
powder without ball.’ ” 

‘‘ Talking _ of the Farce of ‘ High Life below 
Stairs,’ he said, ‘ Here is a Farce which is really very 
diverting when you see it acted; and yet one may 
read it and not know that one has been reading any 
thing at all’ ” 

“He used at one time to' go occasionally to the 
green-room of Drury-lane Theatre, where he w'as much 
regarded by the players, and w^as very easy and face- 
tious with them. He had a very high opinion of Mrs. 
Clive’s coniick powers, and conversed more with her 
than with any of them. He said, ‘Clive, Sir, is a 
good thing to sit by ; she ahvays understands what you 
say/ And she said of him, ‘ I love to sit by Dr. 

1 [It does not appear that the woman forsriven was Maiy Mas;- 

dalen.— K earney.}' 

' 2 .Luke vii. 50. 

2 [This account of the difference between moral and x-^ti5‘Sical 
truth is in Locke’s “ Essay on Human Understanding,” and many 

@ther books.— K earney.] 
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Johnson : he always entertains me.’ One night, when 
‘ The Recruiting Officer ’ was acted, he said to Mr. 
Holland,- who had been expressing an apprehension 
that Dr. Johnson would disdain the works of Farquhar : 
^ No, Sir, I think Farquhar a man whose writings have 
considerable merit.’ ” 

Flis friend Garrick was so busy in conducting the 
drama that they could not have so much intercourse 
as Mr. Garrick used to profess an anxious wish that 
there should be.^ There might, indeed, be something 
in the contemptuous severity as to the merit of acting, 
which his old preceptor nourished in himself, that 
would mortify Garrick after the great applause which 
he received from the audience. For though Johnson 
said of him, ‘ Sir, a man who has a nation to admire 
him every night may well be expected to be somewhat 
elated ; ’ yet he would treat theatrical matters with a 
ludicrous slight. He mentioned one evening, M met 
David coming off the stage, dressed in a woman’s riding 
hood, when he acted in ‘ The Wonder ’ ; I came full 
upon him, and I believe he was not pleased.’ ” 

“ Once he asked Tom Davies, whom he saw dressed 
in a fine suit of clothes, ‘ And what art thou to-night ? ’ 
Tom answered, ‘The Thane of Ross (which it will 
be recollected is a very inconsiderable character.) ‘ 0 
brave 1 ’ said Johnson.” 

“ Of Mr. Longley, at Rochester, a gentleman of 
very considerable learning, whom Dr. Johnson met 
there, he said, ‘ My heart warms towards him. I was 
surprised to find in him such a nice acquaintance with 
the metre in the learned languages : though I was 
somewhat mortified that I had it not so much to 
myself as I should have thought.’ ” 

“Talking of the minuteness with which people will 
record the sayings of eminent persons, a story was 
told that wffien Pope was on a visit to Spence at 
Oxford, as they looked from the window they saw a 
Gentleman Commoner, who was just come in from 
riding, amusing himself with whipping at a post. Pope 

^ [In a letter written by Johnson to a friend in Jan. 1742-3, he 
says, “ I never see Garrick." — M ..1 
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took occasion to say, 'That young gentleman seems 
to have little to do.’ Mr. Beauclerk observed, 'Then, 
to he sure, Spence turned round and wrote that down ; ’ 
and went on to say to Dr. Johnson, ' Pope, Sir, would 
have said the same of you if he had seen you distilling.’ 
Johnson. ' Sir, if Pope had told me of my distilling I 
would have told him of his grotto.’ ” 

“ He would allow no settled indulgence of idleness 
upon principle, and always repelled every attempt to 
urge excuses for it. A friend one day suggested that 
it was not wholesome to study soon after dinner. 
Johnson. 'Ah, Sir, don’t give way to such a fancy. 
At one time of my life I had taken it into my head 
that it was not wholesome to study between breakfast 
and dinner.’ ” 

"Mr. Beauclerk one day repeated to Dr. Johnson 
Pope’s lines, 

' Let modest Foster, if he vdll, excel 
Ten metropolitans in preaching well ; ’ 

Then asked the Doctor, ' Why did Pope say this ? ’ 
Johnson. ' Sir, he hoped it would vex somebody.’ ” 

" Dr. Goldsmith, upon occasion of Mrs. Lennox’s 
bringing out a play,^ said to Dr. Johnson at the Club 
that a person had advised him to go and hiss it, 
because she had attacked Shakspeare in her book 
called ' Shakspeare Illustrated.’ Johnson. 'And did 
not you tell him that he was a rascal ? ’ Goldsmith. 

‘ No, Sir, I did not. Perhaps he might not mean 
what he said.’ Johnson. ' Nay, Sir, if he lied it is 
a different thing.’ Colman slily said, (but it is believed 
Dr. Johnson did not hear him,) ‘ Then the proper ex- 
pression should have been,— Sir, if you don’t lie, you’re 
a rascal’” 

" His affection for Topham Beauclerk was so great 
that, when Beauclerk was labouring under that severe 

^ [Probably “ The Sisters,” a comedy performed one night only, 
at Covent Garden, in 1769. Dr. Goldsmith wrote an excellent 
epilogue to it. — Mrs. Lennox, whose maiden name was Ramsay, 
died in London in distressed circumstances, in her eighty-fourth 
year, January 4, 1804.— M.j 
VOL. II. 
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illness which at last occasioned his death, Johnson 
said, (with a voice faltering wdth emotion,) ^Sir, I 
would walk to the extent of the diameter of the earth 

to save BeaucIerkJ ’’ 

^‘ One night at the Club he produced a translation 
of an Epitaph which Lord Elibank had written in 
English for his Lady, and requested of Johnson to 
turn it into Latin for him. Having read Domina de 
North et Gray^ he said to Dyer,^ t You see, Sir, what 
barbarisms Ave are compelled to make use of, wdien 
modern titles are to be specifically mentioned in Latin 
inscriptions.' When he had read it once aloud, and 
there had been a general approbation expressed by the 
company, he addressed himself to Mr. Dyer in par- 
ticular, and said, ^ Sir, I beg to have your judgement, 
for I know your nicety.’ Dyer then very properly 
desired to read it over again ; wfiiich having done he 
pointed out an incongruity in one of the sentences. 
Johnson immediately assented to the observation, and 
said, ‘ Sir, this is owing to an alteration of a part of 
the sentence from the form in wLich I had first Avritten 
it ; and I believe, Sir, you may have remarked that 
the making a partial change, Avithout a due regard to 
the general structure of the sentence, is a very frequent 
cause of erroiir in composition.”' 

“Johnson aa^s aa^cII acquainted AAuth Mr. Dossie, 
authour of a treatise on Agriculture; and said of him, 
‘Sir, of the objects Avhich the Society of Arts have 
chiefly in'vieAA^ the chymical effects of bodies operat- 
ing upon other bodies, he knoAA-s more than almost 
any man,’ Johnson, in order to give Mr. Dossie his 
vote to be a member of this Society, paid up an arrear 
Avhich had run on for two years. On this occasion he 
mentioned a circumstance as characteristick of the 
Scotch. ‘ One of that nation,’ (said he,) ‘ AAho had been 
a candidate, against Avhom I had voted, came up to 
me Avith a civil salutation. Noaa^, Sir, this is their Avay. 
An Englishman Avould have stomached it, and been 
sulky, and ncA^er have taken further notice of you; 
but a Scotchman, Sir, though you vote nineteen times 

^ [See vol. i. p. 396.— M.] 
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against him, will accost you witli equal complaisance 
after each timCj and the tw^entieth time. Sir, he will 
get your vote.”^ 

‘‘ Talking on the subject of toleration, one day when 
some friends w^ere with him in his study, he made his 
usual remark that the State has a right to regulate the 
religion of the people, who are the children of the 
State. A clergyman having readily acquiesced in this, 
Johnson, who loved discussion, observed, ‘But, Sir, 
you must go round to other States than our own. You 
do not know what a Brahmin has to say for himself.^ 
In short. Sir, I have got no further than this : Every 
man has a right to utter what he thinks truth, and 
every other man has a right to knock him down for it. 
Martyrdom is the test.’ ” 

“A man, he observed, should begin toAvrite soon; 
for if he waits till his judgement is matured, his in- 
ability, through want of practice to express his con- 
ceptions, will make the disproportion so great between 
what he sees and what he can attain, that he will pro- 
bably be discouraged from writing at all. As a proof 
of the justness of this remark, w^e may instance wLat 
is related of the great Lord Granville ; ^ that after he 
had written his letter giving an account of the battle 
of Dettingen, he said, ‘ Here is a letter, expressed in 
terms not good enough for a tallow-chandler to have 
used.’” 

“ Talking of a Court-martial that was sitting upon a 
very momentous publick occasion, he expressed much 
doubt of an enlightened decision ; and said that per- 
haps there w^as not a member of it who, in the whole 
course of his life, had ever spent an hour by himself in 
balancing probabilities.” 

“Goldsmith one day brought to the Club a printed 
Ode, which he, with others, had been hearing read by 
its authour in a publick room, at the rate of five shil- 
lings each for admission. One of the company having 

1 Here I^ord Macartney remarks, “ A Brahmin or a.ny caste of the 
Hindoos will neither admit you to. be of their religion, nor.be con- 
verted to yours; — a thing which struck the Portuguese with the 
greatest astonishment, when they first discovered the East Indies.” 

2 [John, the first Earl Granville, who died, January 2, 1763.-— M.] 
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read it aloud, Dr. Johnson said, ‘ Bolder words and 
more timorous meaning, I think, never were brought 
together.’ ” 

“ Talking of Gray’s Odes, he said, ‘ They are forced 
plants, raised in a hot-bed ; and they are poor 
plants; they are but cucumbers after all.’ A gentle- 
man present, who had been running down Ode-writing 
in general, as a bad species of poetry, unluckily said, 
‘ Had they been literally cucumbers, they had been 
better things than Odes.’ — ‘Yes, Sir, (said Johnson,) 
for a kogj ” 

“ His distinction of the different degrees of attain- 
ment of learning was thus marked upon two occasions. 
Of Queen Elizabeth he said, ‘ She had learning enough 
to have given dignity to a bishop ; ’ and of Mr. Thomas 
Davies he said, ‘ Sir, Davies has learning enough to 
give credit to a clergyman.’ ” 

“ He used to quote, with great warmth the saying of 
Aristotle recorded by Diogenes Laertius ; that there 
was the same difference betw^een one learned and 
unlearned as between the living and the dead.” 

“ It is very remarkable that he retained in his 
memory ^very slight and trivial, as well as important, 
things. As an instance of this, it seems that an in- 
feriour domestick of the Duke of Leeds had attempted 
to celebrate his Grace’s marriage in such homely 
rhymes as he could make ; and this curious composi- 
tion having been sung to Dr. Johnson he got it by 
heart, and used to repeat it in a very pleasant manner. 
Two of the stanzas were these : 

‘ When the Duke of Leeds shall married be 
To a fine young lady of high quality, 

How happy will that gentlewoman be 
In his Grace of Leeds’s good company. 

‘ She shall have all that’s fine and fair, 

And the best of silk and sattin shall wear; 

And ride in a coach to take the air, 

And have a house in St. James’s-square.’ ^ 

_ 1 The correspondent of the Gentleman’s Magazine who subscribes 
himself SciOLUS furnishes the following supplement ; 
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To hear a man of the weight and dignity of Johnson 
repeating such humble attempts at poetry had a very 
amusing effect. He, however, seriously observed of 
the last stanza repeated by him that it nearly com- 
prised all the advantages that wealth can give.’* 

“ An eminent foreigner, when he was shewn the 
British Museum, was very troublesome with many 
absurd enquiries. ‘Now there, Sir, (said he,) is the 
difference between an Englishman and a Frenchman. 
A Frenchman must be always talking, whether he 
knows any thing of the matter or not ; an Englishman 
is content to say nothing, when he has nothing to 
say.' ” 

“ His unjust contempt for foreigners was, indeed, 
extreme. One evening, at Old Slaughter’s coffee- 
house, when a number of them were talking loud 
about little matters, he said, ‘ Does not this confirm old 
Meynell’s observation~i^^?r I see, foreimers 

arefooisV'^ 

“He said that once, when he had a violent tooth- 
ache, a Frenchman accosted him thus : Ah, Monsieur, 
votes etudiez trop^ 

“ Having spent an evening at Mr. Langton’s with 
the Reverend Dr. Parr, he w^as much pleased with the 
conversation of that learned gentleman ; and after he 
was gone said to Mr. Langton, ‘ Sir, I am obliged to 
you for having asked me this evening. Parr is a fair 


y ‘A lady of my acquaintance remembers to have heard her uncle 
sing those homely stanzas more than forty-five years ago. He 
repeated the second thus : 

‘ She shall breed young lords and ladies fair, 

And ride abroad in a coach and three pair, 

And the best, &c. 

And have a house, &c. ’ 

And remembered a third which seems to have been the introductory 
one, and is believed to have been the only remaining one : 

When the Duke of Leeds shall have made his choice 
Of a charming young lady that’s beautiful and wise, 

She’ll be the happiest young gentlewoman under the skies, 

As long as the sun and moon shall rise, 

And how' happy shall, «S:c.' " 

It is with pleasure I add that this stanza could never be more 
truly applied than at this present time [1792.] 
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iiian9 I do not know when I have had an occasion 
of such free controversy. It is remarkable how much 
of a man’s life may pass without meeting with any 
instance of this kind of open discussion.’ ” 

We may fairly institute a criticism between Shak- 
speare and Corneille, as they both had, though in a 
different degree, the lights of a latter age. It is 
not so just between the Greek dramatick writers 
and Shakspeare. It may be replied to what is said 
by one of the remarkers on Shakspeare, that though 
Darius’s shade \\ 2 i& prescience, it does not necessarily 
follow that he had ail past particulars revealed to him.” 

‘‘ Spanish plays, being wildly and improbably farci- 
cal, would please children here, as children are enter- 
tained with stories full of prodigies ; their experience 
not being sufficient to cause them to be so readily 
startled at deviations from the natural course of life. 
The machinery of the Pagans is uninteresting to us : 
when a Goddess appears in Homer or Virgil, we grow 
weary ; still more so in the Grecian tragedies, as in 
that kind of composition a nearer approach to Nature 
is intended. Yet there are good reasons for reading 
romances; as — the fertility of invention, the beauty 
of style and expression, the curiosity of seeing with 
what kind of performances the age and country in 
which they were written was delighted : for it is to be 
apprehended that at the time when very wild im- 
probable tales were well received the people were in 
a barbarous state, and so on the footing of children, 
as has been explained.” 

“ It is evident enough that no one who writes now 
can use the Pagan deities and mythology; the only 
machinery, therefore, seems that of ministering spirits, 
the ghosts of the departed, witches, and fairies, though 
these latter, as the, vulgar,; superstition concerning them 
(which, while in its force, infected at least the imagi- 
nation of those that had more advantage in education, 

^ [When the Corporation of Norwich applied to Johnson to point 
out to them a proper master for their Grammar-School, he recom- 
mended Dr. Parr, on his ceasing to be usher to Sumner at Harrow, 
— Bukney.] 
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thoiigh their reason set them free from it,) is every 
day wearing out, seem likely to be of little fiirther 
assistance in the machinery of poetry. As I recollect, 
Hammond introduces a hag or witch into one of his 
love elegies, where the effect is unmeaning and dis- 
gusting.” 

“ The man w^ho uses his talent of ridicule in creating 
or grossly exaggerating the instances he gives, who 
imputes absurdities that did not happen, or when a 
man was a little ridiculous describes him as having 
been very much so, abuses his talents gieatly. The 
great use of delineating absurdities is that we may 
know how far human folly can go; the account, there- 
fore, ought of absolute necessity to be faithful. A 
certain character (naming the person), as to the general 
cast of it, is well described by Garrick, but a great 
deal of the phraseology he uses in it is quite his own, 
particularly in the proverbial comparisons, ‘ obstinate 
as a pig,’ &c., but I don’t know whether it might not 

be true of Lord , that from a too great eagerness 

of praise and popularity, and a politeness carried to a 
ridiculous excess, he was likely, after asserting a thing 
in general, to give it up again in parts. For instance, 
if he had said Reynolds was the first of painters, he 
was capable enough of giving up, as objections might 
happen to be severally made, first, his outline, — ^then 
the grace in form, — then the colouring,— and lastly, 
to have owned that he was such a mannerist that the 
disposition of his pictures was all alike.” 

“ For hospitality, as formerly practised, there is no 
longer the same reason ; heretofore the poorer people 
were more numerous, and from want of commerce 
their means of getting a livelihood more difficult; 
therefore the supporting -them was an act of great 
benevolence ; now that the poor can find maintenance 
for themselves, and their labour is wanted, a general 
undiscerning hospitality tends to ill, by withdrawing 
them from their work to idleness an cl drunkenness. 
Then, formerly rents were received in, kind, so that 
there was a great abundance of provisions in posses- 
sion of the owners of the lands, which, since the 
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plenty of money aftorded by commerce, is no longer 
the case.” 

^‘Hospitality to strangers and foreigners in our 
country is now almost at an end ; since, from the 
increase of them that come to us, there have been a 
sufficient number of people that have found an interest 
in providing inns and proper accommodations, which 
is in general a more expedient method for the enter- 
tainment of travellers. Where the travellers and 
strangers are few, more of that hospitality subsists, 
as it has not been worth while to provide places of 
accommodation. In Ireland there is still hospitality 
to strangers in some degree ; in Hungary and Poland 
probably more.” 

“ Col man, in a note on his translation of Terence, 
talking of Shakspeare’s learning, asks, ‘What says 
Farmer to this? Wffiat says Johnson?^ Upon this 
he observed, ‘ Sir, let Farmer answer for himself : / 
never engaged in this controversy. I always said 
Shakspeare had Latin enough to grammaticise his 
English.’ ” 

“A clergyman, whom he characterised as one who 
loved to say little oddities, was affecting one day, at 
a Bishop’s table, a sort of slyness and freedom not in 
character, and repeated, as if part of ‘ The Old Man’s 
Wish,’ a song by Dr. Walter Pope, a verse bordering 
on licentiousness. Johnson rebuked him in the finest 
manner, by first shewing him that he did not know 
the passage he was aiming at, and thus humbling him : 

‘ Sir, that is not the song : it is thus.’ And he gave 
it right. Then looking stedfastly on him, ‘ Sir, there 
is a part of that song which I should wish to exemplify 
in my own life : 

‘ May I govern my passions with absolute sway.’ ” 

“ Being asked if Barnes knew a good deal of Greek, 
he answered, ‘I doubt, Sir, he was unoailus inter 
ececost ” ^ 

J [Johnson, in his Life of Milton, after mentioning that great 
poet's extraordinary fancy that the world was in its decay, and that 
his book was to be written in an^agejtoo late for heroick poesy, 
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“ He used frequently to observe that men might be 
very eminent in a profession without cur perceiving 
any particular pmver of mind in them in conversation. 
Mt seems strange (said he) that a man should see so 
far to the right who sees so short a way to the left. 
Burke is the* only man whose common conversation 
corresponds with the general fame which he has in 
the world. Take up ’whatever topick you please, he 
is ready to meet you.’ ” 

“ A gentleman, by no means deficient in literature, 
having discovered less acquaintance with one of the 
Classicks than Johnson expected, when the gentleman 
left the room he observed, 'You see, now, how little 
any body reads.’ Mr. Langton happening to mention 
his having read a good deal in Clenardus’s Greek 
Grammar, ' Why, Sir, (said he,) who is there in this 
town who knows any thing of Clenardus ^ but you and 
I ? ’ And upon Mr. Langton’s mentioning that he 
had taken the pains to learn by heart the Epistle of 
St.^ Basil, which is given in that Grammar as a praxis, 
'Sir, (said he,) I never made such an effort to attain 
Greek.’” 

" Of Dodsley’s ' Publick Virtue, a Poem,’ he said, 

' It was fine hlatik ; (meaning to express his usual con- 
tempt for blank verse :) however, this miserable poem 
did not sell, and my poor friend Doddy said, Public 
Virtue was not a subject to interest the age.’ ” 

" Mr. Langton, when a very young man, read 
Dodsley’s ' Cleone, a Tragedy,’ to him, not aware of 
his extreme impatience to be read to. As it went on 

thus concludes : “However inferiour to the heroes who were born 
in better ages, he might still be great among his contemporaries, 
with the hope of growing every day greater in the dwindle of pos- 
terity ; he might still be a giant among the pigmies, the one-eyed 
monarch of the blind." — BosWELL.] 

1 [Nicholas Clenard, who was born in Brabant, and died at 
Grenada in 1542, was a great traveller and linguist. Beside his 
Greek Grammar, (of which an improved edition was published by 
Vossius, at Amsterdam in 1626,) he wrote a Hebrew grammar, and 
an account of his travels in various countries, in Latin, (Episto- 
LARUM Libri duo, 8vo. 1556,) a very rare work, of which there 
is a copy in the Bodleian Library. His Latin (says the authour of 
Nouveau Dictionnaire Historique, 1789,) would have been 
more pure if he had not known so many languages. — M.] 


402 ■M780 

lie turned his face to the back of his chair, and put 
hi mself in to yarious attitudes, which marked his un- 
easiness. At the end of an act, however, he said, 

‘ Gome, let’s have some more, let’s go into the slaughter- 
house again, Lanky. But I am afraid there is more 
blood than brains.’ Yet he afterwards said, AYhen I 
heard you read it, I thought higher of its power of 
language : when I read it myself, I was more sensible 
of its pathetick effect ; ’ and then he paid it a compli- 
ment which many will think very extravagant. ‘ Sir, 
(said he,) if Otway had written this play no other of 
his pieces would have been remembered.’ Dodsley 
himself, upon this being repeated to him, said, ‘It was 
too much:’ it must be remembered that Johnson 
always appeared not to be sufficiently sensible of the 
merit of Otway.” ^ 

“ Snatches of reading (said he) will not make a 
Bentley or a Clarke. They are, however, in a certain 
degree advantageous. I would put a child into a 
library (where no unfit books are) and let him read at 
his choice. A child should not be discouraged from 
reading any thing that he takes a liking to from a 
notion that it is above his reach. If that be the case, 
the child will soon find it out and desist ; if not, he of ’ 
course gains the instruction; wdiich is so much the 
more likely to come from the inclination with which 
he takes up the study.” 

“ Though he used to censure carelessness with great 
vehemence, he owned that he once, to avoid the 
trouble of locking up five guineas, hid them, he forgot 
where, so that he could not find them.” 

“A gentleman who introduced his brother to Dr. 
Johnson was earnest to recommend him to the 
Doctor’s notice, which he did by saying, ‘When we 
have sat together some time you'll find my brother 
grow very entertaining. Sir, (said Johnson,) I can 
wait.’” 

^ [This assertion concerningjohnson’s insensibility to the pathetick 
powers of Otway is too rotmd, T once asked him whether he did 
not think Otway frequently tender ; when he answered, “ Sir, he is 
all tenderness."— Burney.] ' 
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When the rumour was strong that we should have 
a war, because the French would assist the Americans, 
he rebuked a friend with some asperity for supposing 
it, saying, 'No, Sir, national faith is not yet sunk so 
low.’’' 

" In the latter part of his life, in order to satisfy 
himself whether his mental faculties were impaired, he 
resolved that he would try to learn a new language, 
and fixed upon the Low Dutch for that purpose, and 
this he continued till he had read about one half of 
‘ Thomas a Kempis ; ’ and finding that there appeared 
no abatement of his power of acquisition, he then 
desisted, as thinking the experiment had been duly 
tried* Mr. Burke justly observed that this was not 
the most vigorous trial, Low Dutch being a language 
so near to our own ; had it been one of the languages 
entirely different he might have been very soon 
satisfied.” 

" Mr. Langton and he having gone to see a Free- 
mason’s funeral procession, wdien they were at Roches- 
ter, and some solemn musick being played on French- 
horns, he said, ' This is the first time that I have ever 
been affected by musical sounds ; ’ adding ' that the 
impression made upon him was of a melancholy kind.’ 
Mr. Langton saying that this effect was a fine one : 
Johnson. ' Yes, if it softens the mind so as to prepare 
it for the reception of salutary feelings, it may be 
good : but inasmuch as it is melancholy pe7‘ se^ it 
is bad.”’ 1 

" Goldsmith had long a visionary project that some 
time or other, when his circumstances should be easier, 
he would go to Aleppo, in order to acquire a know- 
ledge, as far as might be, of any arts peculiar to the 
East, and introduce them into Britain. When this was 
talked of in Dr. Johnson’s company he said, 'Of all 
men Goldsmith is the most unfit to go out upon such 
an enquiry - for he is utterly ignorant of such arts as 

^ [The French-horn, however, is so far from being melancholy 
per se, that when the strain is light,- and in the field, there is nothing 
so cheerful ! It w'as the funeral occasion, and probably the solem- 
nity of the strain, that produced the plaintive effect here" nientioned. 

— Burney.] 
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we already possess, and consequently could not know 
what would be accessions to our present stock of 
mechanical knowledge. Sir, he would bring home a 
grinding-barrow, which you see in every street in 
London, and think that he had furnished a wonderful 
improvement.’ ” 

Greek, Sir, (said he) is like lace ; every man gets 
as much of it as he can.” ^ 

“When Lord Charles Hay, after his return from 
America, was preparing his defence to be offered to 
the Court-Martial which he had demanded, having 
heard Mr. Langton as high in expressions of admira- 
tion of Johnson as he usually was, he requested that 
Dr. Johnson might be introduced to him ; and Mr. 
Langton having mentioned it to Johnson, he very 
kindly and readily agreed ; and being presented by 
Mr. Langton to his Lordship, while under arrest, he 
saw him several times ; upon one of which occasions 
Lord Charles read to him what he had prepared, which 
Johnson signified his approbation of, saying, Mt is a 
very good soldierly defence.’ Johnson said that he 
had advised his Lordship that, as it was in vain to 
contend with those who were in possession of power, 
if they would offer him the rank of Lieutenant-General, 
and a government, it would be better judged to desist 
from urging his complaints. It is well known that his 
Lordship died before the sentence was made known.” 

“ Johnson one day gave high praise to Dr. Bentley’s 
verses ^ in Dodsley’s Collection, which he recited with 

* [It should be remembered that this was said twenty-five or 
thirty years ago, when lace was very generally worn. — M.] 

- Dr. Johnson, in his Life of Cowley, says that these are "the 
only English verses which Bentley is known to have WTitten.” I 
shall here insert them, and hope my readers will apply them. 

" Who strives to mount Parnassus’ hill, 

And thence poetick laurels bring, 

Must first acquire due force and skill, 

Must fly with swan’s or eagle’swing. 

" Who Nature’s treasures would explore. 

Her mysteries and arcana know' ; 

Must high as lofty Newton soar, 

Must stoop as delving Woodward low. 

“ Who studies ancient laws and rites, 

Tongue?, arts, and arms, and history ; 
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his usual energy. Dr. Adam Smith, who was present, 
observed in his decisive professorial manner, ^ \^eiy 
well, — Very well.’ Johnson ho'wever added, ^ Yes, they 
are very well, Sir ; but you may observe in what 
manner they are well. They are the forcible verses 
of a man of a strong mind, but not accustomed to 
write verse ; for there is some uncouthness in the 
expression.’ ” ^ 

Must drudge, like Selden, days and nights, 

And in the endless labour die. 

“ Who travels in religious jars, 

(Truth mixt with errour, shades with rays,) 

Like Whiston, wanting pyx or stars, 

In ocean w'ide or sinks or strays. 

' ‘ But grant our hero’s hope long toil 
And comprehensive genius crown, 

All sciences, all arts his spoil, 

Yet what reward, or what renown ? 

“ Envy, innate in vulgar souls, 

Envy steps in and stops his rise ; 

Envy with poison'd tarnish fouls 
His lustre, and his worth decries. 

“ He lives inglorious or in want, 

I'o college and old books confin'd ; 

Instead of Team’d, he’s call’d pedant, 

Dunces advanc’d, he’s left behind 
Yet left content, a genuine Stoick he, 

Great without patron, rich without South Sea.” 

[A different and probably a more accurate copy of these spirited 
verses is to be found in “The Grove, or a Collection of Original 
Poems and Translations,” &c. 1721. In this miscellany the last 
stanza, which in Dodsley’s copy is unquestionably uncouth, is thus 
exhibited : 

“ Inglorious or by wants inthrall' d. 

To college and old books confin’d, 

A pedant from his learning call'd^ 

Dunces advanc’d, he’s left behind.” 

J. Boswell.] 

^ The difference between Johnson and Smith is apparent even in 
this slight instance. Smith was a man of extraordinary application, 
and had his mind crowded with all manner of subjects; but the 
force, acuteness, and vivacity of Johnson were not to be found there. 
He had book-making so much in his thoughts, and was so chary of 
what might be turned to account in that way, that he once said to 
Sir Joshua Reynolds that he made it a rule when in company never 
to talk of what he understood. Beauclerk had for a short time a 
pretty high opinion of Smith’s con v'ersation. Garrick, after listening 
to him for a while, as to one of whom his expectations had been 
raised, turned slily to a friend, and whispered him, “What say 
you to this? — fabby, I 
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‘MDrinking tea one day at Garrick’s with Mr. Lang- 
ton, he was questioned if he was not somewhat of a 
heretick as to Shakspeare ; said Garrick, ' I doubt he is 
a little of an infidel’ — ‘ Sir, (said Johnson) I will stand 
by the lines I have written on Shakspeare in my 
Prologue at the opening of your Theatre.’ Mr. 
Langton suggested that in the line, 

‘ And panting Time toil’d after him in vain : ’ 

Johnson might have had in his eye the passage in the 
^ Tempest,’ where Prospero says of Miranda, 

« Sl^e outstrip ail praise. 

And make it halt behind her.’ 

Johnson said nothing. -Garrick then ventured to 
observe, ‘ I do not think that the happiest line in the 
praise of Shakspeare.’ Johnson exclaimed (smiling,) 

‘ Prosaical rogues ! next time I write PlI make both 
time and space pant.’ ” ^ 

It is well known that there was formerly a rude 
custom for those who were sailing upon the Thames 
to accost each other as they passed in the most abusive 
language they could invent, generally, however, with 
as much satirical humour as they were capable of pro- 
ducing. Addison gives a specimen of this ribaldry in 
number 383 of ‘The Spectator,’ when Sir Roger de 

1 I am sorry to see in the “ Transactions of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh,” Vol. 11. , “An Essay on the Character of Hamlet,” 
written, I should , suppose, by a very young man, though called 
“ Reverend ; ” w'ho speaks with presumptuous petulance of the first 
literary character of his age. Amidst a cloudy confusion of words, 
(which hath of late too often passed in Scotland for Me fap/iy sicks,) 
he thus ventures to criticise one of the noblest lines in our language : 
—•“ Dr. Johnson has remarked that ‘ time toiled after him in vain.' 
Bat I should apprehend that this \% e?itirely to mishike tke clmracter. 
Time toils ‘a.iler eve ly great 7m7z, as well, as after vShakspeare. . The 
workings of an ordinary mind keep pace, indeed, with, time ; they 
move no faster; they have their Peginni7ig, their middle , and their , 
end; but superiour natures can Mtea' into a point. They do 

not, indeed, suppress them ; but ihey snspe?id, or they lock them np 
in Ihe breast." The learned Society under whose sanction such 
gj^bble is ushered into the world would do well to offer a premium 
io any one who will discover its meaning. 
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Goverly and he are going to Spring-garden. Johnson 
was once eminently successful in this species of con- 
test ; a fellow having attacked him with some coarse 
raillery, Johnson answered him thus, fSir, your wife, 
■under pretence of keeping a bawdy-house^ is a receiver of 
stolen goods.’ One evening w’hen he and Mr. Burke 
and Mr. Langton were in company together, and the 
admirable scolding of Timon of Athens was mentioned, 
this instance of Johnson’s w^as. quoted, and thought to 
have at least equal excellence.” 

“ As Johnson always allow'ed the extraordinary- 
talents of Mr. Burke, so Mr. Burke was fully sensible 
of the wonderful powers of Johnson. Mr. Langton 
recollects having passed an evening with both of them, 
W'hen Mr. Burke repeatedly entered upon topicks 
W’hicii it w’as evident he wmiild have illustrated with 
extensive knowiedge and richness of expression ; but 
Johnson ahvays seized upon the conversation, in 
which, howwer, he acquitted himself in a most 
masterly manner. As Mr. Burke and Mr. I^angton 
were w^alking home, Mr. Burke observed that Johnson 
had been very great that night ; Mr. Langton joined 
in this, but added he could have w ished to hear more 
from another person ; (plainly intimating that he 
meant Mr. Burke.) ^ O, no, (said Mr. Burke) it is 
enough for me to have rung the bell to him.’ ” 

“ Beauclerk having observed to him of one of their 
friends that he w-as awkward at counting money, ‘Why, 
Sir,’ said Johnson, ‘ I am likewise aw'lnvard at counting 
money. But then, Sir, the reason is plain ; I have had 
very little money to count.”’ 

“ He had an abhorrence of affectation. Talking of 
old Mr. Langton, of whom he said, ‘Sir, you wdll 
seldom see such a gentleman, such are his stores of 
literature, such his knowledge in divinity, and such his 
exemplary life \ ’ he added, ‘and, Sir, he has no grimace, 
no gesticulation, no bursts of admiration on trivial 
OGGasionsq he never embraces you with an overacted 
cordiality.’ ” 

“ Being in company with a gentleman who thought 
fit to maintain Dr. Berkeley’s ingenious philosophy 
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that nothing exists but as perceived by some mind ; 
when the gentleman was going away Johnson said 
to him, ‘Pray, Sir, don’t leave us ; for we may per- 
haps forget to think of you, and then you will cease to 
exist’ ” ^ 

‘‘Goldsmith, upon being visited by Johnson one 
day in the Temple, said to him with a little jealousy 
of the appearance of his accommodation, ‘ I shall 
soon be in better chambers than these.’ Johnson 
at the same time checked him and paid him a hand- 
some compliment, implying that a man of his talents 
should be above attention to such distinctions, — ‘ Nay, 
Sir, never mind that ; Nil tc qumsiveris extral ” 

“ At the time when his pension was granted to him 
he said, with a noble literary ambition, ‘ Had this 
happened twenty years ago, I should have gone to 
Constantinople to learn Arabick, as Pococke did.’ ” 

“ As an instance of the niceness of his taste, though 
he praised West’s translation of Pindar, he pointed out 
the following passages as faulty, by expressing a cir- 
cumstance so minute as to detract from the general 
dignity which should prevail : 

‘ Down then from thy glittering nail^ 

Take, O muse, thy Dorian lyre.’ ” 

“When Mr. Vesey ^ was proposed as a member of 
the Literary Club, Mr. Burke began by saying that 
he was a man of gentle manners. ‘ Sir,’ said Johnson, 

‘ you need say no more. When you have said a man 
of gentle manners, you have said enough.’ ” 

“The late Mr. Fitzherbert told Mr. Langton that 
Johnson said to him, ‘Sir, a man has no more right 
to say an uncivil thing than to act one ; no more 
right to say a rude thing to another than to knock him 
down.’ ” 

“My dear friend Dr. Bathurst (said he with a 
warmth of approbation) declared he was glad that 

1 [The Right Honourable Agmondeshara Vesey was elected a 
member of the Literary Club in 1773, and died August iith, 
.1786.— -M.] ■■ ■■ ■ ■ ^ 
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his father, who was a West-Indian planter, had left 
his affairs in total ruin, because, having no estate, he 
was not under the temptation of having slaves.” 

^‘ Richardson had little conversation, except about 
his own works, of which Sir Joshua Reynolds said he 
was always willing to talk, and glad to have them 
introduced. Johnson, when he carried Mr. Langton 
to see him, professed that he could bring him out 
into conversation, and used this allusive expression, 
^Sir, I can make him rear' But he failed; for in 
that interview Richardson said little else than that 
there lay in the room a translation of his Clarissa into 
German.” ^ 

“ Once when somebody produced a newspaper in 
which there w-as a letter of stupid abuse of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, of which Johnson himself came in for a 
share, — ‘ Pray, said he, let us have it read aloud from 
beginning to end ; ’ which being done he, with a ludi- 
crous earnestness, and not directing his look to any 
particular person, called out, ‘ Are we alive after all 
this satire 1 ’ ” 

He had a strong prejudice against the political 
character of Seeker, one instance of which appeared 
at Oxford, where he expressed great dissatisfaction 
at his varying the old established toast, ^ Church and 
King.’ ‘ The Archbishop of Canterbury,’ said he, 
(with an affected smooth smiling grimace) ‘ drinks, 
“ Constitution in Church and State.” ’ Being asked 

1 A literary lady has favoured me with a characteristick anecdote 
of Richardson. One day at his country house at Northend, where 
a large company was assembled at dinner, a gentleman who was 
just returned from Paris, willing to please Mr. Richardson, men- 
tioned to him a very flattering circumstance, — that he had seen his 
Clarissa lying on the King's brother’s table. Richardson, observing 
that part of the company were engaged in talking to each other, 
affected then not to attend to it : but by and by, when there was a 
general silence, and he thought that the flattery might be fully 
heard, he addressed himself to the gentleman, “ I think, Sir, you 
were saying something about,” — pausing in a high flutter of expec- 
tation. The gentleman, provoked at his inordinate vanity, resolved 
not to indulge it, and with an exquisitely sly air of indifference an- 
swered, “A mere trifle. Sir, not worth repeating.” The mortifica- 
tion of Richardson was visible, and he did not speak ten words 
more the whole day. Dr. Johnson was present, and appeared to 
enjoy it much. 
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what difference there was between the two toasts, he 
said, MVhy, Sir, you may- be sure he meant some- 
thing.’ Yet when the life of that prelate, prefixed to 
his sermons by Di\ Porteus and Dr. Stinton, his chap- 
lains, first came out, he read it with the utmost avidity, 
and said, ‘ It is a life well written, and that well de- 
serves to be recorded/ ” 

“ Gf a certain noble Lord he said, ‘ Respect him 
you could not ; for he had no mind of his own. Love 
him you could not ; for that which you could do with 
himeveryoneelsecould.’” 

“Of Dr. Goldsmith he said, ‘No man was more 
foolish when he had not a pen in his hand, or more 
wise when he had.’ ”' 

“ He told ill his lively manner the following literary 
anecdote : ‘ Green and Guthrie, an Irishman and 
a Scotchman, undertook a translation of Duhalde’s 
history of China. Green said of Guthrie that he 
knew no English, and Guthrie of Green that he 
knew no French; and these two undertook to trans- 
late Duhalde’s history of China. In this translation 
there was found,' — the twenty-sixth day of the new 
moon,” Now, as the whole age of the moon is but 
twenty-eight days, the moon, instead of being new, 
was nearly as old as it could be. The blunder arose 
from their mistaking . the word neuvieme^ ninth, for 
?ionvelle, or new.’ ” 

“Talking of Dr. Blagden’s copiousness and preci- 
sion of communication. Dr. Johnson said, ‘ Blagden, 
Sir, is a delightful fellow.’” 

“On occasion of Dr. Johnson’s publishing his 
pamphlet of ‘The False Alarm,’ there came out a 
very angry answer (by many supposed to be by Mr. 
Wilkes.) Df . J ohnson determined on not answering it ; 
but in conversation with Mr. Langton mentioned a par- 
ticular or two which, if he had replied to it, he might 
perhaps have inserted.—In the answerer’s pamphlet 
it had been said with solemnity, ‘ Do you consider, Sir, 
that a Flouse of Commons is to the people as a creature 
is to its Creator?’ To this question, said Dr. Johnson, 
I could have replied that—- -in the first place— the idea 
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of a Creator must be such as that he has a power to 
unmake or annihilate his creature. 

‘' Then it cannot be conceived that a creature can 
make laws for its Creator.’’^ 

“ ‘ Depend upon it/ said he, ‘that if a man /df/Zw of 
his misfortunes, there is something in them that is not 
disagreeable to him ; for where there is nothing but 
pure misery there never is any recourse to the mention 
of it.’’^ 

“ A man must be a poor beast that should read no 
more in quantity than he could utter aloudC 

“ Imlac in ‘ Rasselas ’ I spelt with a c at the end, 
because it is less like English, which should always 
have the Saxon added to the c” ^ 

“ Many a man is mad in certain instances, and goes 
through life without having it perceived ; — for example, 
a madness has seized a person, of supposing himself 
obliged literally to pray continually ; had the mad- 
ness turned the opposite way, and the person thought 
it a crime ever to pray, it might not improbably have 
continued unobserved.” 

“ Lie apprehended that the delineation of characters 
in. the end of the first Book of the ‘ Retreat of the Ten 
Thousand ’ was the first instance of the kind that was 
knowm.” 

“Supposing (said he) a wife to be of a studious or 
argumentative turn, it would be very troublesome : for 
instance, — if a woman should continually dwell upon 
the subject of the Arian heresy.” 

“ No man speaks concerning another, even suppose 
it be in his praise, if he thinks he does not hear him, 
exactly as he w-ould if he thought he was within 
hearing. 

1 His profound adoration of the Great First Cause was such 
as to set him above that “.Philosophy and vain deceit” with which 
men of narrow conceptions have been infected. I have heard him 
strongly; maintain that “what, is right is not so from any natural 
fitness, but because God wills it to be right ; ” and it is certainly so, 
because he has predisposed the relations of things so as that which 
he'wills must be right. ; ^ 

“ I hope the authority of the great Master of our language will 
stop that curtailing innovation by which we see pziblk'i &c. , 

frequently written instead of critick, pttdlick, See, 
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‘‘ ^The applause of a single human being is of great 
consequence : ' This he said to me with great earnest- 
ness of manner, very near the time of his decease, on 
occasion of having desired me to read a letter addressed 
to him from some person in the North of England; 
which when I had done, and he asked me what the 
contents] were, as I thought being particular upon it 
might fatigue him, it being of great length, I only told 
him in general that it was highly in his praise and 
then he expressed himself as above.” 

He mentioned with an air of satisfaction what 
Baretti had told him ; that meeting, in the course of 
his studying English, with an excellent paper in the 
Spectator, one of four that were written by the respect- 
able Dissenting Minister, Mr. Grove of Taunton, and 
observing the genius and energy of mind that it ex- 
hibits, it greatly quickened his curiosity to visit our 
country ; as he thought, if such were the lighter peri- 
odical essays of our authours, their productions on 
more weighty occasions must be wonderful indeed ! ” 

He observed once, at Sir Joshua Reynolds’s, that a 
beggar in the street will more readily ask alms from a 
man, though there should be no marks of wealth in his 
appearance, than from even a well-dressed woman ; ^ 
which he accounted for from the great degree of care- 
fulness as to money that is to be founds in women ; 
saying farther upon it that the opportunities in general 
that they possess of improving their condition are 
much fewer than men have ; and adding, as he looked 
round the company, which consisted of men only, — 
there is not one of us who does not think he might be 
richer if he would use his endeavour.” 

“ He thus characterised an ingenious writer of his 
acquaintance : ^ Sir, he is an enthusiast by rule.’ ” 

“ ‘ He may hold np that shield against all his enemies; ’ 
—was an observation on Homer, in reference to his 
desGription of the shield of Achilles, made by Mrs. 
Fitzherbert, wife to his friend Mr. Fitzherbert of 
Derbyshire, and respected by Dr. Johnson as a very 

^ Sterne is of a direct contrary opinion. See his “ Sentimental 
"lomTityg hxiiQlQy 'S The Mystery.'' 
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fine one. He .had in general a very high opinion of 
that lady’s understanding.” 

“An observation of Bathurst’s may he mentionedv 
which Johnson repeated, appearing to acknowledge it 
to be well founded j namely, it was somewhat remark- 
able how seldom, on occasion of coming into the com- 
pany of any new person, one felt any wish or inclination 
to see him again.”^. 

This year the Reverend Dr. Franklin, having 
published a translation of “ Lucian,” inscribed to him 
the Uejnonax thus : 

‘‘To Dr. Samuel Johnson, the Demonax of the 
present age, this piece is inscribed by a sincere admirer 
of his respectable talents, 

“ The Translator.” 

Though upon a particular comparison of Demonax 
and Johnson there does not seem to be a great deal 
of similarity between them, this Dedication is a just 
compliment from the general character given by Lucian 
of the ancient Sage, “ apco-rov wv otSa dyw cj^i^ocrocjxiiv 
yevofievov, the best philosopher whom I have ever seen 
or known.” 

In 1781, Johnson at last completed his “Lives of 
the Poets,” of which he gives this account : “ Some 
time in March I finished the ‘ Lives of the Poets,’ 
which L wrote in my usual way, dilatorily and hastily, 
unwilling to work, and working with vigour and 
haste.” ^ In a memorandum previous to this he says 
of them : “ Written, I hope, in such a manner as may 
tend to the promotion of piety.” ^ 

This is the work which of all Dr. Johnson’s writings 
will perhaps be read most generally, and with most 
pleasure. Philology and biography were his favourite 
pursuits, and those who lived most in intimacy with 
him heard him upon all occasions, when there was a 

1 IVayers and Meditations, p. 190. 

“ Ibid., p. 174. 
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proper opportunity, take delight in expatiating upon 
the various merits of the English Poets : upon the 
niceties of their characters, and the events of their 
progress through the world which they contributed to 
illuminate. His mind was so full of that kind of 
information, and it was so well, arranged in his memory, 
that in performing what he. had undertaken in this way 
he had little more to do than to put his thoughts upon 
paper; exhibiting first each Poet’s life, and then sub- 
joining a critical examination of his genius and works. 
But when he began to write, the subject swelled in 
such a manner that, instead of prefaces to each poet 
of no more than a few pages, as he had originally 
intended,^ he produced an ample, rich, and most enter- 
taining view of them in every respect. In this he 
resembled Quintilian, who tells us that in . the compo- 
sition of his Institutions of Oratory, Zatius se tamen 
apeiiente matend^ phis qudm imponebafur oneris sponfe 
suscepiP The booksellers, justly sensible' of the great 
additional value of the copy-right, presented him with 
another hundred pounds, over and above two hundred, 
for which his agreement was to furnish such prefaces 
as he thought fit. 

This was, however, but a small recompence for 
such a collection of biography, and such principles and 
illustrations of criticism as, if digested and arranged 
in one system, by some modern Aristotle or Longinus, 
might form a code upon that subject, such as no other 
nation can shew. As he was so good as to make me 
a present of the greatest part of the original, and 
indeed only, manuscript of this admirable work, I have 
an opportunity of observing with wonder the correct- 
ness with which he rapidly struck off such glowing 

r His design is thus announced m Advertisemenl : “The 
Booksellers having determined to publish a body of English Ik:>etry, 

I was persuaded to . promise them a preface to the works of each 
authour ; an undertaking, as it. was then presented to my mind, not 
very tedious or difhcult. 

" My purpose was only to have allotted to every poet an Adver- 
tisement like that which we find in the French Miscellanies, con- 
taining a few dates, and a general character ; but I have been led 
beyond my intention, I hope by the honest desire of giving useful 
pleasure.” 
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composition. He ma^ be assimilated to the Lady 
ill lYaller, who could impress with Love at first 
sight: : . 

‘‘ Some other nymphs with colours faint, 

And pencil slow, may Cupid paint, 

: And a weak heart in time destroy ; 

She has a stamp, and prints the boy.” 

That he, however, had a good deal of trouble, and 
some anxiety in carrying on the ivork, we see from a 
series of letters to Mr. Nichols the printer,^ whose 
variety of literary enquiry and obliging disposition 
rendered him useful to Johnson. Mr. Steevens 
appears, from the papers in my possession, to have 

^ Thus.: — “ In tlie Life of Waller, Mr. Nichols will find a refer- 
ence to the Parliamentary History, from which a long quotation is 
to be inserted. If Mr. Nichols cannot easily find the book, Mr. 
Johnson will send it from Streatham.” 

Clarendon is here returned.” 

“ By some accident, 1 laid four note upon Duke up so safely 
that I cannot find it. Your informations have been of great use to 
me. I must beg it again; with another list of our autliours, for I 
have laid that with the other. I have sent Stepney's Epitaph. Let 
me have the revises as soon as can be. Dec. 1778.” 

“ I have sent Philips, with his Epitaphs, to be inserted. The 
fro-gment of a preface is hardly \vorth the impression, but that we 
may seem to do something. It may be added to the Life of Philips. 
The Latin page is to be added to the Life of Smith. I shall be at 
home to revise the two sheets of Milton. March i, 1779.” 

“ Please to get me the last edition of Hughes's letters ; and try to 
get Dennis upon Blackmore, and upon Cato, and any thing of the 
same writer against Pope, Our materials are defective.” 

“ As Waller professed to have imitated Fairfax, do you think a 
few pages of Fairfax would enrich our edition? Few readers have 
seen it, and it may please them. But it is not necessary.” 

“ ‘ An account of the lives and works of some of the most eminent 
English Poets. By,’ &c,— ‘The English Poets, biographically and 
critically, considered, by Sam. Johnson.’— Let Mr. Nichols take his 
choice, or make another to his mind. May, 1781.” 

“ You somehow forgot the advertisement for the new edition. It 
was not enclosed,' Of :Gay‘s Letters I see not' that any use can be 
made, for they give no information of any thing. That he was . a 
member of a Philosophical Society is something; but surely he 
could be but a corresponding member. However, not having his 
Life here, I know not how to put it in, and it is of little importance.” 

See several more in ‘The Gentleman’s Magazine,' 17S5. The 
Editor of that Miscellany, in which Johnson.wrote. for several years, 
seems justly to think t hat every fragment of so great a man is worthy 
of being preserved. . . , . 
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supplied him with some anecdotes and quotations; 
and I observe the fair hand of Mrs. Thrale as one of 
his copyists of select passages. But he was principally 
indebted to my steady friend Mr. Isaac Reed, of 
Staple-inn, whose extensive and accurate knowledge 
of English literary History I do not express with 
exaggeration when I say it is wonderful ; indeed 
his labours have proved it to the w^orld; and all 
who have the pleasure of his acquaintance can bear 
testimony to the frankness of his communications in 
private society. 

It is not my intention to dwell upon each of John- 
son's “ Lives of the Poets," or attempt an analysis of 
their merits, which, were I able to do it, would take 
up too much room in this work ; yet I shall make a 
few observations upon some of them, and insert a few 
various readings. 

The Life of Cowley he himself considered as the 
best of the whole, on account of the dissertation which 
it contains on the Metaphysical Poets. Dryden, whose 
critical abilities were equal to his poetical, had men- 
tioned them in bis excellent Dedication of his Juvenal, 
but had barely mentioned them. Johnson has ex- 
hibited them at large, with such happy illustration 
from their writings, and in so luminous a manner, that 
indeed he may be allowed the full merit of novelty, 
and to have discovered to us, as it were, a new planet 
in the poetical hemisphere. 

It is remarked by Johnson, in considering the works 
of a poet,^ that ‘‘ amendments are seldom made with- 
out some token of a rent ; " but I do not find that this 
is applicable to prose. ^ We shall see that though his 
amendments in this work are for the better, there is 
nothing of the pa7inus assutus ; the texture is uniform ; 
and, indeed, what had been there at first is very seldom 
unfit to have remained. 

^ Life of Sheffield. 

2 [Seev however, p. 394, of this volume, where the same remark 
is made, and Johnson is there speaking oi prose. In his Life of 
Dryden his observations on the Opera of “ King Arthur ” furnish 
a striking instance of the truth of this remark. — M.] 
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Variotis Readings ^ in the Life of Cowley. 

Ail [future votaries of] that may hereafter f ant for 
solitude. 

To conceive and execute the [agitation or percep- 
tion] pams and the pleasures of other minds. 

‘‘ The wide effulgence of [the blazing] a sum7ner 
noon.” 

In the Life of Waller, Johnson gives a distinct 
and animated narrative of publick affairs in that varie- 
gated period, with strong yet nice touches of character ; 
and having a fair opportunity to display his political 
principles, does it with an unqualified manly confi- 
dence, and satisfies his readers how nobly he might 
have executed a To^y History of his country. 

So easy is his style in these Lives that I do not 
recollect more than three uncommon or learned words ; 
one, when giving an account of the approach of 
Waller’s mortal disease, he says ‘Mie found his legs 
grow timiid ; ” by using the expression his legs swelled 
he would have avoided this; and there would have 
been no impropriety in its being followed by the inter- 
esting question to his physician, “ What that swelling 
meant ? ” Another, when he mentions that Pope had 
emitted proposals ; published oi issued would have 

been more readily understood ; and a third, when he 
calls Orrery and Dr. Delany writers both undoubtedly 
veracious ; when true^ honesty or faithfiil^ might have 
been used. Yet it must be owned that none of these 
are hard or too big words : that custom would make 
them seem as easy as any others ; and that a language 
is richer and capable of more beauty of expression by 
having a greater variety of synonyms. 

His dissertation upon the unfitness of poetry for the 
awful subjects of our holy religion, though I do not 
entirely agree with him, has ail the merit of originality, 
with uncommon force and reasoning. 

^ The original reading is enclosed in crotchets, and the present 
one is printed in Italicks. 
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Various Readings in the Life of Waller. 

Consented to [the insertion of their names] their 
own 7iomination\ 

[After] paying a fine of ten thousand pounds. 

“ Congratulating Charles the Second on his [corona- 
tion] recovered right. 

“ He that has flattery ready for all whom the vicissi- 
tudes of the world happen to exalt must be [con- 
fessed to degrade his powers] scorned as a prostituted 
mind, 

“ The characters by which Waller intended to dis- 
tinguish his writings are [elegance] sprightliness and 
dignity. 

Blossoms to be valued only as they [fetch] foretell 
fruits. 

‘‘Images such as the. superficies of nature [easily] 
readily supplies. 

“ [Flis] Some applications [are sometimes] may he 
thought too remote and unconsequential. 

“ His images are [sometimes confused] not ahvays 
distinct L 

Against his Life of Milton the hounds of Whiggism 
have opened in full cry. But of Milton’s great excel- 
lence as a poet where shall we find such a blazon as 
by the hand of Johnson? I shall select only the 
following passage concerning “ Paradise Lost : ” 

“ Fancy can hardly forbear to conjecture with what 
temper Milton surveyed the silent progress of his work, 
and marked his reputation stealing its way in a kind 
of subterraneous current through fear and silence. I 
cannot but conceive him calm and confident, little 
disappointed, not at all dejected, relying on his own 
merit with steady consciousness, and waiting without 
impatience the vicissitudes of opinion, and the im- 
partiality of a future generation.” 

Indeed even Dr. Towers, who may be considered 
as one of the warmest zealots of The Revolution Society 
itself, allows that “ Johnson has spoken in the highest 
terms of the abilities of that great poet, and has 
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bestowed on his principal poetical compositions the 
most honourable encomiums.’' ^ 

That a man who venerated the Church and Mon- 
archy as Johnson did should speak with a just abhor- 
rence of Milton as a politician, or rather as a daring 
foe to good polity, was surely to be expected ; and to 
those who censure him I would recommend his com- 
mentary on Milton’s celebrated complaint of his situa- 
tion, when by the lenity of Charles the Second, a 
lenity of which (as Johnson well observes) the world 
has had perhaps no other example, he, who had written 
in justification of the murder of his Sovereign, was safe 
under an of Oblivion^ “No sooner is he safe 
than he finds himself in fallen on evil days and 

evil tongties, with darkfiess and with dangers co?npassed 
round. This darkness, had his eyes been better em- 
ployed, had undoubtedly deserved compassion ; but to 
add the mention of danger was ungrateful and unjust. 
He was fallen, indeed, on evil days ; the time was 
come in which regicides could no longer boast their 
wickedness. But of evil to?igues for Milton to com- 
plain required impudence at least equal to his other 
powers ; Milton, whose warmest advocates must allow 
that he never spared any asperity of reproach, or bru- 
tality of insolence.” 

I have, indeed, often wondered how Milton, “ an 

^ See “An Essay on the Life, Character, and Writings of Dr. 
Samuel Johnson,” London, 1787; which is very well written, making 
a proper allowance for the democratical bigotry of its autliour ; 
whom I cannot however but admire for his liberality in speaking 
thus of my illustrious friend : 

“ He possessed extraordinary powers of understanding, which 
were much cultivated by study, and still more by meditation and 
reflection. His memory was remarkably retentive, his imagination 
uncommonly vigorous, and his judgement keen and penetrating. 
He had a strong sense of the importance of religion ; his piety was 
sincere, and sometimes ardent : and his zeal for the interests of 
virtue was often manifested in his conversation and in his writings. 
The same energy which was displayed in his Htf^rai'y productions 
was exhibited also in his conversation, which was various, striking, 
and instructive ; and perhaps no man ever equalled him for nervous 
and pointed repartees. 

“ His Dictionary, his moral Essays, and his productions in polite 
literature, will convey useful instruction, and elegant entertainment, 
as long as the language in which they are. written shall be under- 
stood.” 
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acrimonious and surly Republicaiij’^ a man who 
in his domestick relations ’ was so severe and arbi- 
trary,” ^ and whose head was filled with the hardest 
and most dismal tenets of Calvinism, should have 
been such a poet ; should not only have written with 
sublimity, but with beauty, and even gaiety ; should 
have exquisitely painted the sweetest sensations of 
which our nature is capable; imaged the delicate 
raptures of connubial love ; nay, seemed to be animated 
with all the spirit of revelry. It is a proof that in the 
human mind the departments of judgement and imagi- 
nation, perception and temper, may sometimes be 
divided by strong partitions; and that the light and 
shade in the same character may be kept so distinct 
as never to be blended.^ 

In the Life of Milton Johnson took occasion to 
maintain his own and the general opinion of the ex- 
cellence of rhyme over blank verse in English poetry ; 
and quotes this apposite illustration of it by “ an in- 
genious critick,” that it see7ns to be verse 07ily to the eyeJ 
The gentleman whom he thus characterises is (as he 
told Mr. Seward) Mr. Lock, of Norbury Park, in Surrey, 
whose knowledge and taste in the fine arts is univer- 
sally celebrated ; with whose elegance of manners the 
writer of the present work has felt himself much im- 
pressed, and to whose virtues a common friend, who 
has known him long, and is not much addicted to> 
flattery, gives the highest testimony. 

Various Readings in the Life of Milton. 

I cannot find any meaning but this which [his most 
bigoted advocates] even kindness and reverence can give. 

1 Johnson’s Life of Milton. 

2 Ibid. 

3 Mr. Malone thinks it is rather a proof that he felt nothing of 
those cheerful sensations which he has described : that on these 
topicks it is the poet, and not the 7nan, that writes. 

^ One of the most natural instances of the eftect of blank verse 
occurred to the late Earl of Hopetoun. His Lordship observed one 
■of his shepherds poring in the fields upon Milton’s ' ‘ Paradise Lost ; ” 
aftd- having asked him what book it was, the man answered, “ An't 
your Lordship, this is a very odd sort of an authour : he 
would fain rhyme, but cannot get at it.” 


lySi DEFENCE OF DRYDEN 421 

[Perhaps no] scarcely any man ever wrote so much 
and praised so few. 

A certain [rescue] preservative from oblivion. 

Let me not be censured for this digression; as 
[contracted] pedantick or paradoxical. 

Socrates rather was of opinion that what we had 
to learn was how to [obtain and communicate happi- 
ness] do good a7id avoid eznJ. 

Its elegance [who can exhibit ?] is less aUainabkr 

I could with pleasure expatiate upon the masterly 
execution of the Life of Dryden, which we have seen ^ 
w^as one of Johnson’s literary projects at an early 
period, and which it is remarkable that, after desisting 
from it from a supposed scantiness of materials, he 
should, at an advanced age, have exhibited so amply. 

His defence of that great poet against the illiberal 
attacks upon him, as if his embracing the Roman Catho- 
lick communion had been a time-serving measure, is a 
piece of reasoning at once able and candid. Indeed, 
Dryden himself, in his Hind and Panther,” hath given 
such a picture of his mind that they \vho know the 
anxiety for repose as to the awful subject of our state 
beyond the grave, though they may think his opinion 
ill-founded, must think charitably of his sentiment : 

But, gracious God, how well dost thou provide 
For erring judgements an unerring guide ! 

Thy throne is darkness in the abyss of light, 

A blaze of glory that forbids the sight. 

O ! teach me to believe thee thus conceal’d, 

And search no farther than thyself reveal’d ; 

But Her alone for my director take, 

AVhom thou hast promis’d never to forsake. 

My thoughtless youth was wing’d with vain desires ; 
My manhood long misled by wand’ring fires. 

Follow’d false lights ; and w^hen their glimpse was 

gone, 

My pride struck out new sparkles of her own. 

^ See page 58, 
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Such was I, such by nature still I am ; 

Be thine the glory, and be mine the shame. 

Good life be now my task : my doubts are done ; 

What more could shock my faith than Three in 
One?” 

In drawing Dryden’s character Johnson has giveUy 
though I suppose unintentionally, some touches of his 
Own. Thus : “ The power that predominated in his 
intellectual operations was rather strong reason than 
quick sensibility. Upon all occasions that were pre- 
sented, he studied rather than felt ; and produced 
sentiments not such as Nature enforces, but meditation 
supplies. With the simple and elemental passions as 
they spring separate in the mind he seems not much 
acquainted. He is, therefore, with all his variety of 
excellence, not often pathetick ; ^ and had so little 
sensibility of the power of effusions purely natural that 
he did not esteem them in others.” — It may indeed be 
observed that in all the numerous writings of Johnson, 
•whether in prose or verse, and even in his Tragedy, 
of which the subject is the distress of an unfortunate 
Princess, there is not a single passage that ever drew 
a tear. 

Far ions Readings in the Life of Dryden. 

“ The reason of this general perusal Addison has 
attempted to [find in] derive from the delight which 
the mind feels in the investigation of secrets. 

“ Plis best actions are but [convenient] inalnlify of 
wickedness. 

“ When once he had engaged himself in disputation, 
[matter] thoughts flowed in on either side. 

“ The abyss of an unddeal [emptiness] vacancy. 

These, like [many other harlots,] the harlots of of her 
men^ had his love though not his approbation. 

“ He [sometimes displays] descends to display his. 
knowledge with pedantick ostentation. . 

^ [It seems to me that there are many pathetick passages in 
Johnsor’s works, both prose and verse. — K earney.] 
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French words which [Avere then used in] had then 
crept into conversation.” ' 

The Life of Pope was written by Johnson con amore^ 
both from the early possession which that writer had 
taken of his iiiind, and from the pleasure which he 
must have felt in for ever silencing all attempts to 
lessen his poetical fame, by demonstrating his excel- 
lence, and pronouncing the following triumphant 
eulogium After all this, it is surely superfluous to 
answ^er the question that has once been asked, Whether 
Pope Avas a poet? otherwise than by asking in return, 
if Pope be not a poet, where is poetry to be found ? 
To circumscribe poetry by a definition will only shew 
the narrowmess of the definer ; though a definition 
which shall exclude Pope will not easily be made. 
Let us look round upon the present time, and back 
upon the past ; let us enquire to w'hom the voice of 
mankind has decreed the wreath of poetry; let their 
productions be examined, and their claims stated, and 
the pretensions of Pope will be no more disputed.” 

I remember once to have heard Johnson say, Sir, 
a thousand years may elapse before there shall appear 
another man with a power of versification equal to that 
of Pope.” That pow'er must undoubtedly be allow’-ed 
its due share in enhancing the value of his captivating 
composition. 

Johnson, ^Yho had done liberal justice to Warburton 
in *his edition of Shakspeare, which was published 
during the life of that powerful writer, with still greater 
liberality took an opportunity, in the Life of Pope, of 
paying the tribute due to him when he was no longer 
in “ high place,” but numbered with the dead. ^ 

1 Of Johnson’s conduct towards Warburton a very honourable 
notice is taken by the Editor of “ Tracts by Warburton, and a 
Warburtoiiian, not admitted into the Collection of their respective 
Works.” After an able, and “ fond, though not undistinguishing,” 
consideration of Warburton’s character, he says, “ In two immortal 
works Johnson has stood forth in the foremost rank of his admirers. 
By the testimony of such a man 'impertinence .must be abashed, 
and malignity itself must be softened. Of literary merit, Johnson; 
as we all know, was a sagacious but a most severe judge, y Such 
was his discernment that he pierced into the most secret springs of 
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It seems strange that two such men as Johnson and 
Warburtoii, who lived in the same age and country, 
should not only not have been in any degree of in- 
timacy, but been almost personally unacquainted. 
But such instances, though we must wonder at them, 
are not rare. If I am rightly informed, after a careful 
enquiry, they never met but once, which was at the 
house of Mrs. French, in London, well known for her 
elegant assemblies, and bringing eminent characters 

human actions : and such was his integrity that he always weighed 
the moral characters of his fellow-creatures in the ‘ balance of the 
sanctuary.’ He was too courageous to' propitiate a rival, and too 
proud to truckle to a superiour. Warburton he knew, as I know 
him, and as every man of sense and virtue would wish to be known, 
— I mean, both from his own writings, and from the writings of 
those who dissented from his principles, or who envied his reputa- 
tion. But, as to favours, he had never received or asked any from 
the Bishop of Gloucester : and, if my memory fails me not, he had 
seen him only once, when they met almost without design, conversed 
without much effort, and parted without any lasting impression of 
hatred or affection. Yet, with all the ardour of sympathetic genius, 
Johnson had done that spontaneously and ably which, by some 
writers, had been before attempted injudiciously, and which, by 
others, from whom more successful attempts might have been ex- 
pected, has not kithej'to been done at all. He spoke well of War- 
burton, without insulting those whom Warburton despised. He 
suppressed not the imperfections of this extraordinary man, while 
he endeavoured to do justice to his numerous and transcendental 
excellencies. He defended him when living, amidst the clamours 
of his enemies ; and praised him when dead, amidst the silence of 
his friends I' 

Having availed myself of this editor’s eulogy on my departed 
friend, for which I warmly thank him, let me not suffer the lustre of 
his reputation, honestly acquired by profound learning and vigorous 
eloquence, to be tarnished by a charge of illiberality. He has been 
accused of invidiously dragging again into light certain writings of 
a person respectable by his talents, his learning, his station, and his 
age, which were published a great many years ago, and have since, 
it is said, been silently given up by their authour. But when it is 
considered that these writings were not but deliberate 

works of one well advanced in life, overflowing at once with flattery 
to a great man of great interest in the Church, and with unjust and 
acrimonious abuse of two men of eminent merit ; and that, though 
it w'ould have been unreasonable to expect an humiliating recanta- 
tion, no apology whatever has been made in the cool of the evening 
for the oppressive fervour of the heat of the day ; no slight relenting 
indication has appeared in any note or any corner of later publica- 
tions ; is it not fair to understand him as superciliously persevering ? 
When he allows the shafts to remain in the wounds, and will not 
stretch forth a lenient hand, is it wrong, is it not generous, to become 
i|n indignant avenger ? , . , ■ 
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together. The interview proved to be mutually 
agreeable. 

I am well informed that Warburton said of John- 
son, “ I admire him, but I cannot bear his style : ” 
and that Johnson being told of this said, “ That is 
exactly my case as to him.'' The manner in which 
he expressed his admiration of the fertility of Warbur- 
ton’s genius and of the variety of his materials was, 

The table is always full, Sir. He brings things from 
the north, and the south, and from every quarter. In 
his ‘ Divine Legation' you are always entertained. 
He carries you round and round, wuthout carrying you 
forward to the point 7 but then you have no wish to 
be carried forward.” He said to the Reverend Mr. 
Strahan, “ Warburton is perhaps the last man who has 
written wuth a mind full of reading and reflection.” 

It is remarkable that in the Life of Broome John- 
son takes notice of Dr. Warburton's using a mode of 
expression which he himself used, and that not seldom, 
to the great offence of those %?ho did not know him. 
Having occasion to mention a note, stating the diflerent 
parts which w^ere executed by the associated trans- 
lators of “ The Odyssey,” he says, Dr. Warburton 
told me, in his w^arm language, that he thought the rela- 
tion given in the note a Ile^ The language is warm 
indeed \ and, I must own, cannot be justified in con- 
sistency with a decent regard to the established forms 
of speech. Johnson had accustomed himself to use 
thenvord lie^ to express a mistake or an errour in 
relation ; in short, when the thing was not so as told, 
though the relater did not mean to deceive. When 
he thought there w^as intentional falsehood in the 
relater, his expression w^as, “He //rr, and he knows he 
liesP 

Speaking of Pope's not having been knowni to excel 
in conversation, Johnson observes that “traditional 
memory retains no sallies of raillery or sentences of 
observation ; nothing either pointed or solid, wise or 
merry ; and that one apophthegm only is recorded.” 
In this respect, Pope differed widely from Johnson, 
whose conversation was, perhaps, more admirable than 

VOL. IT- p 2 
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even his writings, however excellent. Mr. Wilkes has, 
however, favoured me with one repartee of Pope, of 
which Johnson was not informed. Johnson, after justly 
censuring him for having nursed in his mind a foolish 
dis-esteem of Kings,” tells us, yet a little regard shewn 
him by the Prince of Wales melted his obduracy; and 
he had not much to say when he was asked by his Royal 
Highness hoiv he could love a Prince while he disliked 
Kings The answer which Pope made was, “ The 
young lion is harmless, and even playful ; but when 
his claws are full grown he becomes cruel, dreadful, 
and mischievous.” 

But although we have no collection of Pope’s 
sayings, it is not therefore to be concluded that he 
was not agreeable in social intercourse; for Johnson 
has been heard to say that “ the happiest conversation 
is that of which nothing is distinctly remembered, but 
a general effect of pleasing impression.” The late 
Lord Somerville,^ who saw^ much both of great and 
brilliant life, told me that he had dined in company 
with Pope, and that after dinner the little man^ as he 
called him, drank his bottle of Burgundy, and was 
exceedingly gay and entertaining. 

I cannot withhold from my great friend a censure 
of at least culpable inattention to a nobleman who, 
it has been shewn, behaved to him with uncommon 
politeness. He says, Except Lord Bathurst, none of 
Pope’s noble friends were such as that a good man 
would wish to have his intimacy with them known to 
posterity.” This will not apply to Lord Mansfield, 
who was not ennobled in Pope’s life time * but 

^ [J ames Lord Somerville, who died in 1766. — M. ] 

Let me here express my grateful remembrance of Lord Somer- 
ville’s kindness to me at a very early period. He was the first 
person of high rank that took particular notice of me, in the way 
most flattering to a young man fondly ambitious of being dis- 
tinguished for his literary talents; and by the honour of his en- 
couragement made me think well of myself, and aspire to deserve it 
better. He had a haippy art of communicating his varied know- 
ledge of the world, in short remarks and anecdotes, with a quiet 
pleasant gravity that was exceedingly engaging. Never shall I 
forget the hours which I enjoyed with him at his apartments in the 
Ro\ al Palace of Holy-Rood House, and at his seat near Edinburgh, 
which he himself had formed : with an elegant taste. 
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Jolinson should have recollected that Lord March- 
mont was one of those noble friends. He includes 
his Lordship along with Lord Bolingbroke in a charge 
of neglect of the papers which Pope left by his will ; 
when, in truth, as I myself pointed out to him, before 
he wu'ote that poet’s life, the papers were committed 
to the sole care and judgement oi Lord Bolingbroke, 
unless he (Lord Bolingbroke) shall not survive me ; ” 1): 

so that Lord Marchmont had no concern whatever 
with them. After the first edition of the Lives, Mr. h 

Malone, whose love of justice is equal to his accuracy, 
made, in my hearing, the same remark to Johnson ; 
yet he omitted to correct the erroneous statement.^ 

These particulars I mention, in the belief that there 
w^as only forgetfulness in my friend ; but I owe this 
much to the Earl of Marchmonfs reputation, who, 
w^ere there no other memorials, will be immortalized 
by that line of Pope, in the verses on his Grotto : i; 

And the bright flame was shot through Marchmont’s 
soul’^ 

I; 

Various Readings in the Life ^T'Pope. 

[Somewhat free] sujficiently bold in his criticism. 

Ail the gay [niceties] varieties of diction. ,■{ 

Strikes the imagination wdth far [more] greater ! | 

force. 1 1 

It is [probably] certainly the noblest version of : i 

poetry w-hich the world has ever seen. . | 

Every sheet enabled him to write the next with 
|less trouble] more facility. ^ | 

No man .sympathizes, with [vanity depressed] the 
S{?rro7os of vanity. ! 

“It had been [criminal] easily exmsed. 

“ When he [threatened to lay talked of laying ' ’* 

down his pen. 

“ Society [is so named emphatically in opposition 

1 [This neglect, however, assuredly did not arise from any ill-will 
towards Lord Marchmont, but from inattention ;■ just as he neg- p 

iected to correct his statement concerning the family of Thomson, 
the poet, after it had been shewn to be erroneous.— M.] \ 
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to] politically 7'egulafed^ is a state contra-distingtdshed 
fiwn a state of nature. 

A fictitious life of an [absurd] infatuated scholar. 

A foolish [contempt, disregard,] disesteem of 
Kings. 

“ His hopes and fears, his joys and sorrows [were 
like those of other mortals] acted strongly upon his 
mind, 

“ Eager to pursue knowledge and attentive to 
[accumulate] retain if, 

mind [excursive] active,^ ambitious, and ad* 
venturous. 

‘‘In its [noblest] widest still longing to go 

forward. 

“ He wrote in such a manner as might expose him 
to few [neglects] hazards, 

“ The [reasonableness] justice of my determination. 

“A [favourite] delicious employment of the poets. 

“ More terrifick and more powerful [beings] phan- 
toms perform on the stormy ocean. 

“ The inventor of [those] this petty [beings] nation, 

“The [mind] naturally loves truth.” 

In the Life of Addison we find an unpleasing 
account of his having lent Steele a hundred pounds, 
and “reclaimed his loan by an execution.” In the 
new edition of the Biographia Britamtica the authen- 
ticity of this anecdote is denied. But Mr. Malone has 
obliged me with the following note concerning it : — ■ 

“ Many persons having doubts concerning this fact, 

I applied to Dr. Johnson to learn on what authority 
he asserted it He told me he had it from Savage, 
who lived in intimacy with Steele, and who mentioned 
that Steele told him the story with tears in his eyes.- — 
Ben Victor, Dr. Johnson said, likewise informed him 
of this remarkable transaction, from the relation of 
Mr. Wilkes the , comedian, w^ho was also an intimate 
of Steele's.^ — Some in defence of Addison have said 

Mr. Burke informed me, in 1792, that Lady Dorothea 
Prir^^ej'who died at a great age, I think in 1768, and had been 
ivell acquainted with Steele, told him the same story.— M..] 


rySi ADDISON’S LOAN TO STEELE 429 

that ‘ the act was done with the good-natured view of 
rousing Steele and correcting that profusion which 
always made him necessitous.’ — ‘If that were the 
case, (said Johnson,) and that he only wanted to 
alarm Steele, he would afterwards have returned the 
money to his friend, which it is not pretended he did.’ 
— ‘This, too, (he added,) might be retorted by an 
advocate for Steele, who might allege that he did not 
repay the loan intentionally^ merely to see whether 
Addison would be mean and ungenerous enough to 
make use of legal process to recover it. But of such 
speculations there is no end : we cannot dive into 
the hearts of men ; but their actions are open to 
observation.’ 

“ I then mentioned to him that some people thought 
that Mr. Addison’s character was so pure that the fact, 
though true, ought to have been suppressed. He saw 
no reason for this. ‘ If nothing but the bright side of 
characters should be shewn, we should sit down in 
despondency and think it utterly impossible to imitate 
them in any thing. The sacred waiters (he observed) 
related the vicious as w^ell as the virtuous actions of 
men ; w^hich had this moral effect, that it kept man- 
kind from despair, into which otherwise they would 
naturally fall were they not supported by the recollec- 
tion that others had offended like themselves, and by 
penitence and amendment of life had been restored 
to the favour of Heaven.’ ^ ‘‘EM” 

“ March 15, 1782." 

1 [I have since observed that Johnson has further enforced the 
propriety of exhibiting the faults of virtuous and eminent men in 
their true colours, in the last paragraph of the 164th Number of his 
Rambler : 

‘ ‘ It is particularly the duty of those who consign illustrious names 
to posterity to take care lest their reader be misled by ambiguous 
examples. That writer may be justly condemned as an enemy to 
goodness who suffers fondness or interest to confound right with 
wmong, or to shelter the faults which even the wisest and the best 
have committed from that ignominy which guilt ought always to 
suffer, and with which it should be more deeply stigmatued, when 
dignified by its neighbourhood to uncommon, worth ; since we shall 
be in danger of beholding it without abhorrence, unless its turpitude 
be laid open, and the eye secured from the deception of surrounding 
splendour.” — M.] 
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The last paragraph of this note is of great import- 
ance j and I request that my readers may consider it 
with particular attention. It will be afterwards re- 
ferred to in this work. 


Various Readings m the Life Addison. 

[But he was our first example] He was^ however.^ 
one of our earliest examples of correctness. 

‘^And [overlook] despise foioiiY masters. 

“ His instructions were such as the [state] character 
of his [own time] readers made [necessary] proper, 

“ His purpose was to [diffuse] infuse literary curi- 
osity by gentle and unsuspected conveyance [among] 
into the gay, the idle, and the wealthy. 

“Framed rather for those that [wish] are learning 
to write. 

“Domestick [manners] 

In his Life of Parnell I wonder that Johnson 
omitted to insert an Epitaph which he had long 
before composed for that amiable man, without ever 
writing it down, but which he was so good as, at my 
request, to dictate to me, by which means it has been 
preserved. 

“ Ric requiescit Thomas Parnell, S.T.P, 

“ Qui sacerdos par iter et poeta^ 

Utr as que partes ita inipltwif^ 

Uf neque sacerdoti suavitas poetce^ 

Nec poeta^ sacerdotis sanctltas^ deessetP 

Far mis Readings in the Life of Parnell. 

“ About three years [after] 

“[Did not much want] was in no great need of 
improvement. 

“But his prosperity to/ [was clouded 

mth that which took away all his powers of enjoying 
either profit or pleasure, the death of his wife, whom 
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he is said to have lamented with such sorrow as 
hastened his end.^] His end, whatever was the cause, 
was now approaching*. ^ ^ ^ 

In the Hermit, the [composition] 7iarrative^ as it is 
less airy, is less pleasing.” 

In the Life of Blackmore we find that writer’s 
reputation generously cleared by Johnson from the 
cloud of prejudice which the malignity of contemporary 
wits had raised around it. In this spirited exertion of 
justice he has been imitated by Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
in his praise of the architecture of Vanbrugh. 

We trace Johnson’s own character in his observa- 
tions on Blackmore’s “ magnanimity as an authour.”— 
“ The incessant attacks of his enemies, whether serious 
or merry, are never discovered to have disturbed his 
quiet, or to have lessened his confidence in himself.” 
Johnson, I recollect, once told me, laughing heartily, 
that he understood it had been said of him, ‘'He 
appears not to feel; but when he is alone, depend 
upon it, he suffers sadly P I am as certain as I can 
be of any man’s real sentiments, that he enjoyed the 
perpetual shower of little hostile arrows, as evidences 
of his fame. 

Various Readings in the Life of 

To [set] engage yiottry [on the side] in the catise of 
virtue. 

“ He likewise [established] enforced the truth of 
Revelation. 

[Kindness] was ashamed to favour. 

'VHis practice, which was once [very extensive] 
im^idigusly gregp . , . , ■ 

'‘ There is scarcely any distemper of dreadful name 
of] which he has not [shewn] Ms reader how^ 

Jt is to be opposed] to oppose,- 

1 I should have thought that Johnson, who had felt the severe 
affliction from which Parnell never recovered, would have preserved 
this passage. 

[He omitted it, doubtless, because he afterwards learned that, 
however he might have lamented his wife, his end' was hastened by 
other means.'— M.]' 
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Of this [contemptuous] indecent arrogance. 

“[He wrote] but p^^oduced likewise a work of a 
different kind. 

“ At least [written] compiled mth. integrity, 

“ Faults which many tongues [were desirous] would 
have made haste to publish. 

“ But though he [had not] could not boast of much 
critical knowledge. 

“ He [used] waited for no felicities of fancy. 

“ Or had ever elated his [mind] views to that ideal 
perfection which every [mind] genius born to excel is 
condemned always to pursue and never overtake. 

“ The [first great] fimdamental principle of wisdom 
and of virtue.” 

Various JR.eadings in the Life of Philips. 

“ His dreadful [rival] antagonist Pope. 

“ They [have not often much] are not loaded with 
thought. 

“ In his translation from Pindar, he [will not be 
denied to have reached] fou7id the art of reaching all 
the obscurity of the Theban bard.” 

Variotis Readings in the Life of Congreve. 

“ Congreve’s conversation must surely have been at 
least equally pleasing with his writings. 

“It apparently [reqimes] presupposes a familiar 
knowledge of many characters. 

“ Reciprocation of [similes] conceits, 

“ The dialogue is quick and [various] sparkling. 

“ Love for Love ; a comedy [rnore drawn from life] 
of nearer alliance to life, 

“The general character of his miscellanies is that 
they shew little wit and [no] little virtue. 

“ [Perhaps] certainly had not the fire requisite for 
the higher species of lyrick poetry.” 

Various Readings in the Life of Hiqk'KllL 

[Longed] 

'“At the [accession] arrival of King George. 
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“ Fiction [unnaturally] tmskilfully compounded of 
Grecian deities and Go thick fairies/’ 


Various Readijigs in the Life Akenside. 

For [another] a differejii purpose. 

[A furious] an unnecessary and outrageous zeal. 

“ [Something which] to he called and thought 
liberty. 

“ A [favourer of innovation] lover of contradiction, 

“ Warburton’s [censure] objections. 

“His rage [for Hhtrij] of patriotism. 

“ Mr. Dyson with [a zeal] an ardour of friendship.” 


In the Life of Lyttelton, Johnson seems to have 
been not favourably disposed towards that nobleman. 
Mrs. Thrale suggests that he was offended by Molly 
Aston's preference of his Lordship to him/ I can by 

1 Let not my readers smile to think of Johnson’s being a candi- 
date for female favour ; Mr. Peter Garrick assured me that he was 
told by a lady that in her opinion Johnson was " a very seducmg 
man," Disadvantages of person and manner may be forgotten 
where intellectual pleasure is communicated to a susceptible mind ; 
and that Johnson was capable of feeling the most delicate and dis- 
interested attachment appears from the following letter, which is 
published by Mrs. Thrale, with some others to the same person, of 
which the excellence is not so apparent : 

“To Miss Boothby. , 

“DEAREST MADAM, “January, 1 755. 

“ Though I am afraid your illness leaves you little leisure for 
the reception of airy civilities, yet I cannot forbear to pay you my 
congratulations on the new year ; and to declare my wishes that 
your years to come may be many and happy. In this wish, indeed, 
I include myself, who have none but you on whom my heart 
reposes ; yet surely I wish your good, even though your situation 
were such as should permit you to communicate no gratifications 
to, dearest, dearest Madam, 

“ Your, &c. 

“Sam. Johnson/’, 

[There is here a slight mistake in the text It was not Molly 
Aston, but Hill Boothby, for whose affections Johnson and Lord 
Lyttelton were rival candidates. See Mrs. Piozzi’s “ Anecdotes,” 
p. 160. After mentioning the death of Mrs. Fitzherbert, (who was 
a daughter of Mr. Meynell of Bradley in Derbyshire,) and John- 
son’s high admiration of her, she adds, “ The friend of this lady, 
Miss Boothby, succeeded her in the management of Mr. Fitzherbert’s 
family, and in the esteem of Dr. Johnson ; though he told me she 
pushed her piety to bigotry, her devotion to enthusiasm ; that she 
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no means join in the censure bestowed by Johnson on 
his Lordship, whom he calls -‘ poor Lyttelton,” for 
returning thanks to the Critical Reviewers for having 
“kindly commended” his iJie Bead'' 

Such “acknowledgements (says my friend) never can 
be proper, since they naust be paid either for flattery 
or for justice.” In my opinioii, the most upright man, 
who has been tried on a false accusation, may, when 
he is acquitted, make a bow to his jury. And when 
those who are so much the arbiters of literary merit, 
as in a considerable degree to influence the publick 
opinion, review an authour’s '^ox\.^placido hmine^ when 
I am afraid mankind in general are better pleased with 
severity, he may surely express a grateful sense of their 
civility. 

somewhat disqualified herself for the duties of this life by her per- 
petual aspirations after the next: such was, however, the purity of 
her mind, he said, and such the graces of her manner, that Lord 
Lyttelton and he iised to strive for her preference with an emulation 
that occasioned hourly disgust, and ended in lasting animosity. 
You may see (said he to me, when the Poets’ Lives were printed,} 
that dear Boothby is, at my heart still." 

■ Miss Hill Boothby, who was the only daughter of Brook Boothby^ 
Esq. , and his wife, Elizabeth Fitzherbert, was somewhat older than 
Johnson. She was born October 27, 1708, and died January 16,. 
1756. Six Letters addressed to her by Johnson in the year 1755 
are printed in Mrs. Piozzi's Collection ; and a Prayer composed by 
him on her death may be found in his “ Prayers and Meditations.’* 
His affection for her induced him to preserve and bind up in a 
volume thirty-three of iier Letters, which were purchased from the 
widow of his servant, Francis Barber, and published by R. Phillips,, 
in 1805. 

But highly as he valued this lady, his attachment to Miss Molly 
Aston, (afterwards Mrs. BrodiCj) appears to have been still more 
ardent. He burned (says Mrs. Piozzi,) many letters in the last 
week [of his life], I am told, and those written by his mother drew 
from him a flood of tears, when the paper they were written on was 
all consumed. Mr. Sastres saw him cast a melancholy look upon 
their ashes, which he took tip and examined, to see if a word was 
still legible. —Nobody has ever mentioned what became of Miss 
Aston’s letters, though he once told me himself they should be the 
last papers he would destroy, and added these lines with a very 
faltering voice: 

“ Then from his closing eyes thy form shall part, 

And the last pang. shall tear thee from his heart ; 

Life’s idle business at one gasp be o’er, 
rerfsi The Muse forgot, and thou belov'd no more.” 

^ Additions to Mrs. Piozzi’s Collection of 

^ ~ Dr. Johnson’s Letters. — M.l 
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Various Readmgs 171 the Life Lyttelton. 

‘VHe solaced [himself] by writing a long 

poem to her memory. 

The production rather [of a mind that means well 
than thinks vigorously] // seems of kistire t/um of 
St u dy ^ 7'athe7- effusions than mripositiofis^ 

“ His last literary [work] 

[Found the way] tmdertook to persuade.” 

As the introduction to his critical examination of 
the genius and writings of Young, he did Mr. Herbert 
Croft, then a Barrister of Lincoln’s Inn, now a clergy- 
man, the honour to adopt a Life of Young written by 
that gentleman, wlio was the friend of Dr. Y'oung’s 
son, and wished to vindicate him from some very 
erroneous remarks to his prejudice. Mr. Croft’s per- 
formance was subjected to the revision of Dr. John- 
son, as appears from the following note to Mr. John 
Nichols H 

“ This Life of Dr. Young was wwitten by a friend of 
his son. What is crossed with black is expunged by 
the authour, what is crossed with red is expunged by 
me. If you find any thing more that can be w^ell 
omitted I shall not be sorry to see it yet shorter.” 

It has always appeared to me to have a considerable 
share of merit, and to display a pretty successful imita- 
tion of Johnson’s style. When I mentioned this to a 
very eminent literary character,^ he opposed me vehe- 
mently, exclaiming, “ No, no, it is not a good imitation 
of Johnson; it has all his pomp without his force; it 
has all the nodosities of the oak without its strength.” 
This was an image so happy that one might have 
thought he would have been satisfied withit; but he 
was not. And setting his mind again to work, he 
added, with exquisite felicity, “ It has all the contor- 
tions of the Sybil, wdthout the inspiration.” 

Mr. Croft very properly guards us against supposing 

1 Geiitlernan’s Magazine, Vol, Iv. p. 10. 

2 [The late Mr, Burke.— M.J 
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that Young was a gloomy man ; and mentions that 
‘Hiis parish was indebted to the good-humour of the 
authour of the ‘ Thoughts' for an Assembly and 

a Bowling Green.” A letter from a noble foreigner is 
quoted, in which he is said to have been “ very pleasant 
in conversation.” 

Mr. Langton, who frequently visited him, informs 
me that there was an air of benevolence in his manner, 
but that he could obtain from him less information 
than he had hoped to receive from one who had lived 
so much in intercourse with the brightest men of what 
has been called the Augustan age of England ; and 
that he shewed a degree of eager curiosity concerning 
the common occurrences that were then passing which 
appeared somewhat remarkable in a man of such in- 
tellectual stores, of such an advanced age, and who 
bad retired from life with declared disappointment in 
his expectations. 

An instance at once of his pensive turn of mind, 
and his cheerfulness of temper, appeared in a little 
story which he himself told to Mr. Langton, when 
they were walking in his garden : “ Here (said he) I 
had put a handsome sun-dial, with this inscription, 
Eheu fugaces I which (speaking with a smile) was 
sadly verified, for by the next morning my dial had 
been carried off.” ^ 

It gives me much pleasure to observe that, however 
Johnson may have casually talked, yet when he sits, 
as an ardent judge zealous to his trust, giving 
sentence ” upon the excellent works of Young, he 
allows them the high praise to which they are justly 
entitled. ‘‘ The Universal Passion (says he) is indeed 
a very great performance,-— his distichs have the weight 
of solid sentiment, and his points the sharpness of 
resistless truth.” 

^ The late Mr. James Ralph told Lord Macartney that he passed 
an evening with Dr. Young at Lord Melcombe’s (then Mr. Dod- 
dington) at Hammersmith. The Doctor happening to go out into 
the garden, Mr. Doddington observed to him, on his return, that it 
was a dreadful night, as in truth it was, there being a violent storm 
of rain and wind. “ No, Sir, (replied the Doctor) it is a very fine 
night. , The Lord is abroad.” . 
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But I was most anxious concerning Johnson’s 
decision upon Night Thoughts,” which 1 esteem 
as a mass of the grandest and richest poetry that 
human genius has ever produced : and was delighted 
to find this character of that work : “ In his ‘ Night 
Thoughts ’ he has exhibited a very wide display of 
original poetry, variegated with deep reflection and 
striking allusions: a wilderness of thought, in which 
the fertility of fancy scatters flowers of every hue and 
of every odour. This is one of the few poems in 
which blank verse could not be changed for rhyme 
but with disadvantage.” And afterwards, Particular 
lines are not to be regarded; the power is in the 
whole ; and in the whole there is a magnificence like 
that ascribed to Chinese plantation, the magnificence 
of vast extent and endless diversity.” 

But there is in this Poem not only all that Johnson 
so well brings in view, but a power of the Fafhctick 
beyond almost any example that I have seen. He 
who does not feel his nerves shaken and his heart 
pierced by many passages in this extraordinary work, 
particularly by that most affecting one which describes 
the gradual torment suffered by the contemplation 
of an object of affectionate attachment visibly and 
certainly decaying into dissolution, must be of a hard 
and obstinate frame. 

To all the other excellencies of ‘‘Night Thoughts” 
let me add the great and peculiar one that they con- 
tain not only the noblest sentiments of virtue, and con- 
templations on immortality, but the Christian Sacrifice^ 
the Divine Propitiation^ with all its interesting cir- 
cumstances, and consolations to “ a ^vounded spirit,” 
solemnly and poetically displayed in such imagery and 
language as cannot fail to exalt, animate, and soothe 
the truly pious. No book whatever can be recom- 
mended to young persons with better hopes of sea- 
soning their minds with vital religion than Young’s 
“ Night Thoughts.” 

In the Life of Swift, it appears to me that Johnson 
had a certain degree of prejudice against that extra- 
ordinary man, of which I have elsewhere had occasion 
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to Speak. Mr. Thomas Sheridan imputed it to a 
supposed apprehension in Johnson that Swift had not 
been sufficiently active in obtaining for him an Irish 
degree when it was solicited, ^ but of this there was not 
sufficient evidence ; and let me not presume to charge 
Johnson with injustice because he did not think so 
highly of the writings of this authour as I have done 
from my youth upwards. Yet that he had an un- 
favourable bias is evident, were it only from that 
passage in which he speaks of Swift’s practice of 
saving, as, “ first ridiculous and at last detestable ; ” 
and yet after some examination of circumstances finds 
himself obliged to own that “it hvill perhaps appear 
that he only liked one mode of expence better than 
another, and saved merely that he might have some- 
thing to give.” 

One observation which Johnson makes in Swift’s 
life should be often inculcated ; It may be justly 
supposed that there was in his conversation what 
appears so frequently in his letters, an affectation of 
familiarity with the great, an ambition of momentary 
equality, sought and enjoyed by the neglect of those 
ceremonies which custom has established as the barriers 
between one order of society and another. This trans- 
gression of regularity w’^as by himself and his admirers 
termed greatness of soul ; but a great mind disdains 
to hold any thing by courtesy, and therefore never 
usurps what a lawful claimant may take away. He 
that encroaches on another’s dignity puts himself in 
his power ; he is either repelled with helpless indignity 
or endured by clemency and condescension.” 

Various Readmgs in the Life of 

Charity may be persuaded to think that it might 
bewritten by a man oi a peculiar [opinions] character^ 
without ill intention. 

“ He did not' [disown] deny iti 

“ [To] /p' whose kindness it is not unlikely that he 
was [indebted for] advanced to his benefices. 

, 1 See vol. i. pp. 88, 89. 
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[With] this purpose he had recourse to Mr. 
Harley. 

"^SSharpo, whom he [represents] describes 
harmless tool of others' hate.’ 

“ Harley was slow because he wms [irresolute] 
dmiUfuL 

When [readers were not many] we were not yef^ a 
mt mi of readers. 

“ [Every man who] he that conld say he knew him. 

“ Every man of known influence has so many [more] 
petitions [than] which he [can] cannot grant, that he 
iiuist necessarily offend more than he [can gratify] 
gratifies. 

Ecclesiastical [preferments] 

“ Swift [procured] contrived zxi interview. 

“[As a writer] In his works he has given very 
different specimens. 

“ On all common occasions he habitually [assumes] 
affects a style of [superiority] arrogance, 

“ By the [omission] neglect of those ceremonies. 

That their merits filled the world [and] or that 
there was no [room for] hope of more.” 

I have not confined myself to the order of the 
“ Lives ” in making my few remarks. Indeed a 
different order is observed in the original publica- 
tion, and in the collection of Johnson’s Works. And 
should it be objected that many of my various read- 
ings are ihconsiderable, those who make an objection 
will be pleased to consider that such small particulars 
are intended for those who are nicely critical in com- 
position, to whom they wall be an acceptable selection. 

“ Spence’s Anecdotes,” wdiicli are frequently quoted 
and referred to in Johnson’s “ Lives of the Poets,” are 
in a manuscript collection made by the Reverend Mr. 
Joseph SpenceA containing a number of particulars 
concerning eminent men. To each anecdote is marked 

1 [The Rev. foseph Spence, A.M. Rector of Great Plarwood 
in Buckinghamshire, and Prebendary of Durham, died at Byfleet 
in Surrev, August 20, 1768. He was a fellovv'of New College in 
Oxford, and held the office of Professor of Poetry ‘in that University 
fronr 1728 to 1738.— M. J . 
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the name of the person on whose authority it is men- 
tioned. This valuable collection is the property of 
the Duke of Newcastle, who, upon the application of 
Sir Lucas Pepys, was pleased to permit it to be put 
into the hands of Dr. Johnson, who I am sorry to 
think made but an awkward return. “ Great assist- 
ance (says he) has been given me by Mr. Spence’s 
Collection, of which I consider the communication 
as a favour worthy of publick acknowdedgement ; ” 
but he has not owmed to wLom he was obliged; so 
that the acknowledgement is unappropriated to his 
Grace., 

While the world in general was filled with admira- 
tion of Johnson’s “Lives of the Poets,” there were 
narrow circles in which prejudice and resentment 
were fostered, and from which attacks of different 
sorts issued against himJ By some violent Whigs he 
was arraigned of injustice to Milton; by some Cam- 
bridge men of depreciating Gray ; and his expressing 
with a dignified freedom what he really thought of 
George, Lord Lyttelton, gave offence to some of the 
friends of that nobleman, and particularly produced a 
declaration of war against him from Mrs. Montagu, 
the ingenious Essayist on Shakspeare, between whom 
and his Lordship a commerce of reciprocal compli- 
ments had long been carried on. In this war the 
smallest powers in alliance with him were of course 
led to engage, at least on the defensive, and thus I 
for one was excluded from the enjoyment of “ A 
Feast of Reason,” such as Mr. Cumberland has de- 
scribed with a keen, yet just and delicate pen in his 
“ Observer.” These minute inconveniences gave not 
the least disturbance to Johnson. He nobly said, 
\vhen I talked to him of the feeble, though shrill out- 
cry which had been raised, “Sir, I considered myself 
as entrusted with a certain portion of truth, I have 

^ From this disreputable class I except an ingenious, though not 
satisfactory defence of Hammond, which I did not see till lately, 
by the favour of its authour, my amiable friend, the Reverend Mr. 
Bevil, who published it without his name. It is a juvenile perform- 
ance, but elegantly written, with classical enthusiasm of sentiment, 
and yet with a becoming modesty, and great respect for Dr. Johnson. 
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given my opinion sincerely ] let them shew where they 
think me wrong.” 

While my friend is thus contemplated in the splen- 
dour derived from his last and perhaps most admirable 
work, I introduce him with peculiar propriety as the 
correspondent of W arren Hastings ! a man whose 
regard reflects dignity even upon Johnson ; a man, 
the extent of whose abilities was equal to that of his 
powder; and who, by those who are fortunate enough 
to know him in private life, is admired for his litera- 
ture and taste, and beloved for the candour, modera- 
tion, and mildness of his character. Were I capable 
of paying a suitable tribute of admiration to him, I 
should certainly not withhold it at a moment ^ when 
it is not possible that I should be suspected of being 
an interested flatterer. But how weak would be my 
voice after that of the millions whom he governed. 
His condescending and obliging compliance with my 
solicitation I with humble gratitude acknowledge ; and 
while, by publishing his letter to me accompanying the 
valuable communication, I do eminent honour to my 
great friend, I shall entirely disregard any invidious 
suggestions that, as I in some degree participate in 
the honour, I have, at the same time, the gratification 
of my own vanity in view. 

James Boswell, Esq. 

‘‘Park-lane, Dec. 2, 1790. 

“ SIR, 

“ I HAVE been fortunately spared the troublesome 
suspense 'of a long search, to which, in performance 
of my promise, I had devoted this morning, by light- 
ing upon the objects of it among the first papers that 
I laid my hands on : my veneration for your great and 
good friend, Dr. Johnson, and the pride, or I hope 
something of a better sentiment, which I indulge in 
possessing such memorials of his good will towards 
me, having induced me to bind them in a parcel con- 
taining other select papers, and labelled with the titles 

January, 1791. 
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appertaining to them. They eonsist but of three 
letters, which I believe were all that I ever received 
from Dr. Johnson. Gf these, one, which was written 
in quadruplicate, under the difterent dates of its re- 
spective dispatches, has already been made publick, 
but not from any communication of mine. This, 
however, I have joined to the rest; and have now 
the pleasure of sending them to you for the use to 
which you informed me it was your desire to destine 
them. 

“ My promise was pledged with the condition that, 
if the letters \vere found to contain any thing which 
should render them improper for the publick eye, you 
would dispense with the performance of it. You will 
have the goodness, I am sure, to pardon my recalling 
this stipulation to your recollection, as I shall be loth 
to appear negligent of that obligation which is always 
implied in an epistolary confidence. In the reserva- 
tion of that right I have read them over with the most 
scrupulous attention, but have not seen in them the 
slightest cause on that ground to withhold them from 
you. But, though not on that, yet on another ground 
I own I feel a little, yet but a little, reluctance to part 
with them : I mean on that of my owm credit, which 
I fear will suffer by the information conveyed by them, 
that I was early in the possession of such valuable 
instructions for the beneficial employment of the 
influence of my late station, and (as it may seem) 
have so little availed myself of them. Whether I 
could, if it were necessary, defend myself against such 
an imputation it little concerns the world to know. 
I look only to the effect which these relicks" may pro- 
duce considered as evidences of the virtues of their 
authour : and believing that they will be found to 
display an uncommon warmth of private friendship, 
and a mind ever attentive to the improvement and 
extension of useful knowledge, and solicitous: for the 
interests of mankind, I can cheerfully submit to the 
little sacrifice of my own fame, to contribute to 
the illustration of so great and venerable a character. 
They cannot be better applied, for that end, than by 



I78i letters to WARREN HASTINGS 443 

being entrusted to your hands. Allow me, with this 
offering, to infer from it a proof of the very great 
esteem with whieh I have the honour to profess 
myself, Sir, 

Your most obedient 

“ And most humble servant, 

“Warren. Hastings. 

“ I^.S. At some future time, and when you have no 
further occasion for these papers, I shall be obliged to 
you if you will return them.’" 

The last of the three letters thus gi'acioiisly put into 
my hands, and which has already appeared in publick, 
belongs to this year ; but I shall previously insert the 
first two in the order of their dates. They altogether 
form a grand group in my biographical picture. 

“ To THE Honourable Warren Hastings, Esq. 

“ sm, 

“Though I have had but little personal know- 
ledge of you, I have had enough to make me wish for 
more ; and though it be now a long time since I “was 
honoured by your visit, I had too much pleasure from 
it to forget it. By those whom we delight to remember 
we are unwilling to be forgotten; and therefore I can- 
not omit this opportunity of reviving myself in your 
memory by a letter which you will receive from the 
hands of my friend Mr. Chambers ; ^ a man whose 
purity of manners and vigour of mind are sufficient to 
make every thing welcome that he brings. 

“ That this is my only reason for writing will be 
too apparent by the uselessness of my letter to any 
other purpose. I have no questions to asky not that 
I want curiosity after either the ancient or present 
state of regions in which have been seen all the power 
and splendour of wide-extended empire ; and which, 
as by some grant of natural superiority, supply the rest 

1 Afterwards Sir Robert Chambers, one of his Majesty’s Judges 
in India. 
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of the world with almost all that pride desires and 
luxury enjoys. But my knowledge of them is too 
scanty to furnish me with proper topicks of enquiry ; 
I can only wish for information; and hope that a 
mind comprehensive like yours will find leisure, amidst 
the cares of your important station, to enquire into 
many subjects of which the European world either 
thinks not at all, or thinks with deficient intelligence 
and uncertain conjecture. I shall hope that he who 
once intended to increase the learning of his country 
by the introduction of the Persian language, will 
examine nicely the traditions and histories of the 
East ; that he will survey the wonders of its ancient 
edifices, and trace the vestiges of its ruined cities ; and 
that at his return w-e shall know the arts and opinions 
of a race of men from whom very little has been 
hitherto derived. 

“ You, Sir, have no need of being told by me how 
much may be added by your attention and patronage 
to experimental knowledge and natural history. There 
are arts of manufacture practised in the countries in 
which you preside which are yet very imperfectly 
known here, either to artificers or philosophers. Of 
the natural productions, animate and inanimate, we yet 
have so little intelligence that our books are filled, 
I fear, with conjectures about things which an Indian 
peasant knows by his senses. 

“ Many of those things my first wish is to see ; my 
second to know, by such accounts as a man like you 
will be able to give. 

“As I have not skill to ask proper questions, I have 
likewise no such access to great men as can enable 
me to send you any political information. Of the 
agitations of an unsettled government, and the struggles 
of a feeble ministry, care is doubtless taken to give 
you more exact accounts than I can obtain. If you 
are inclined to interest yourself much in publick trans- 
actions, it is no misfortune to you to be distant from 
them. 

“ That literature is not totally forsaking us, and that 
your favourite language is not neglected, will appear 
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from the book,^ which I should have pleased myself 
more with sending if I could have presented it 
bound : but time was wanting. I beg, however, Sir, 
that you will accept it from a man very desirous of 
your regard ; and that if you think me able to gratify 
you by any thing more important you will employ me. 

I am now going to take leave, perhaps a very long 
leave, of my dear Mr, Chambers. That he is going 
to live where you govern may justly alleviate the 
regret of parting ; and the hope of seeing both him 
and you again, which I am not willing to mingle with 
doubt, must at present comfort as it can, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.’' 

“ March 30, 1774." 


To THE Same. 

“ SIR, 

“ Being informed that by the departure of a ship 
there is now an opportunity of writing to Bengal, I am 
unwilling to slip out of your memory by my own 
negligence, and therefore take the liberty of reminding 
you of my existence, by sending you a book which is 
not yet made pub lick. 

“ I have lately visited a region less remote and less 
illustrious than India, which afforded some occasions 
for speculation. What has occurred to me I have put 
into the volume,'^ of which I beg your acceptance. 

“Men in your station seldom have presents totally 
disinterested ; my book is received, let me now make 
my request. 

“ There is, Sir, somewhere within your government 
a young adventurer, one Chauncey Lawrence, whose 
father is one of my oldest friends. Be pleased to shew 
the young man what countenance is fit, whether he 
wants to be restrained by your authority, or encouraged 
by your favour. His father is now President of the 
College of Physicians, a man venerable for his know- 
ledge, and more venerable for his virtue. 

1 Jones’s “ Persian Grammar.” 

“ ‘ ‘ Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland. 
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" I wish you a prosperous govenimentj a safe retiirii, 
and a long enjoyment of plenty and tranquillity. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

‘‘ And most humble servant, 

Sam. Johnson.'^ 

London, Dec. 20, 1774.” 

To THE Same. 

“Jan. .9, 1781. 

‘fSIR, 

“ Amidst the importance and multiplicity of affairs 
in which your great office engages you, I take the 
liberty of recalling your attention for a moment to 
literature, and will not prolong the interruption by an 
apology which your character makes needless. 

Mr. Hoole, a gentleman long known, and long 
esteemed in the India-House, after having translated 
Tasso, has undertaken Ariosto. How well he is quali- 
iied for his undertaking he has already shewn. He is 
desirous, Sir, of your favour in promoting his pro- 
posals, and flatters me by supposing that my testimony 
may advance his interest. 

“ It is a new thing for a clerk of the India-House to 
translate poets; — it is new for a Governor of Bengal 
to patronize learning. That he may find his ingenuity 
rewarded, and that learning may flourish under your 
protection, is the wish of, Sir, 

‘‘ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

I wrote to him in February, complaining of having 
been troubled by a recurrence of the perplexing 
question of Liberty and Necessity; — and mentioning 
that I hoped soon to meet him again in London. 

“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ I HOPED you had got rid of all this hypocrisy 
of misery. What have you to do with Liberty and 
Necessity ? Or what more than to hold your tongue 
about it? Do not doubt but I shall be most heartily 
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glad to see you here again, for I love every part about 
you but your affectation of distress. 

‘‘ I have at last finished iiiy Lives, and have laid up 
for you a load of copy, all out of order, so that it will 
amuse you a long time to set it right. Come to me, 
my dear Bozzy, and let us be as happy as we can. 
We will go again to the Mitre, and talk old times over. 

‘‘ I am, dear Sir, 

“ Yours affectionately, 

Sam. Johnson.’' 

March 14, 17S1.’' 

On Monday, March 19, I arrived in London, and 
on Tuesday, the acth, met him in Fieehstreet, walking, 
or rather indeed moving along y for his peculiar march 
is thus described in a very just and picturesque manner 
in a short Life ^ of him published very soon after his 
death : — When he walked the streets, what with the 
constant roll of his head, and the concomitant motion 
of his body, he appeared to make his way by that 
motion, independent of his feet.” That he was often 
much stared at while he advanced in this manner 
may easily be believed ; but it was not safe to make 
sport of one so robust as he was. Mr. Langton saw^ 
him one day, in a fit of absence, by a sudden start 
drive the load off a porter’s back, and walk forward 
briskly, without being conscious of wdiat he had done. 
The porter was very angry, but stood still and eyed 
the huge figure with much earnestness, till he was 
satisfied that his wisest course \vas to be quiet, and 
take up his burthen again. 

Our accidental meeting in the street after a long 
separation was a pleasing surprize to us both. He 
stepped aside with me into Falcon-court, and made 
kind enquiries about my family, and as we were in 
a hurry going different ways, I promised to call on 

^ Published by Kearsley, with this well-chosen motto ; 

“ — — From his cradle 

He was a Scholar, and a ripe and good one ; 

And, to add greater honours to his age 

Than man cculd give him, he died fearing Heaven." 

■' ' , , ' — Shakspeare, 
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him next day ; he said he was engaged to go out in 
the morning. Early, Sir ? ” said 1 . Johnson. Why, 
Sir, a London morning does not go with the sun.’’ 

I waited on him next evening, and he gave me a 
great portion of his original manuscript of his ‘‘ Lives 
of the Poets,” which he had preserved for me. 

I found on visiting his friend, Mr. Thrale, that he 
was now very ill, and had removed, I suppose by the 
solicitation of Mrs. Thrale, to a house in Grosvenor- 
square. I was sorry to see him sadly changed in his 
appearance. 

He told me I might now have the pleasure to see 
Dr. Johnson drink wine again, for he had lately re- 
turned to it. When I mentioned this to Johnson, he 
said, “ I drink it now sometimes, but not socially.” 
The first evening that I was with him at Thrale’s I 
observed he poured a large quantity of it into a glass 
and swallowed it greedily. Every thing about his 
character and manners was forcible and violent; there 
never was any moderation ; many a day did he fast, 
many a year did he refrain from "wine ; but when he did 
eat it was voraciously ; when he did drink wine it was 
copiously. He could practise abstinence, but not 
temperance. 

Mrs. Thrale and I had a dispute whether Shakspeare 
or Milton had drawn the most admirable picture of a 
man.^ I was for Shakspeare ; Mrs. Thrale for Milton ; 

^ Shakspeare makes Hamlet thus describe his father ; 

“ See what a gi'ace was seated on this brow : 

Hyperion's curls, the front of Jove himself, 

An eye like Mars, to threaten and command ; 

A station like the herald, Mercury, 

New-lighted on a heaven-kissing hill ; 

A combination, and a form, indeed, 

Where every god did seem to set his seal 
To give the world assurance of a man.” 

Milton thus pourtrays our first parent, Adam : 

“ His fair large front and eye sublime declar’d 
Absolute rule ; and hyacinthin locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Clust’ring, but not beneath his shoulders broad.” 

[The latter part of this description, “but not beneath,” See., may 
very probably be ascribed to Milton’s prejudices in favour of the 
Puritans, who had a great aversion to hair. — M.] 
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and after a fair hearing, Johnson decided for my 
opinion^ 

I told him of one of Mr. Burke’s playful sallies upon 
Dean Marlay : ^ '‘I don’t like the Deanery of Fer7is, 
it sounds so like a barren title.”— “ Dr. Heath should 
have it,” said I. Johnson laughed, and condescending 
to trifle in the same mode of conceit, suggested Dr. 
Moss, 

He said, “ Mrs. Montagu has dropped me. Now, Sir, 
there are people whom one should like very well to 
drop, but would not wish to be dropped by.” He 
certainly was vain of the society of ladies, and could 
make himself very agreeable to them, when he chose 
it ; Sir Joshaa Reynolds agreed with me that he could. 
Mr. Gibbon, with his usual sneer, controverted it, per- 
haps in resentment of Johnson’s having talked with 
some disgust of his ugliness, which one would think 
a philosopher would not mind. Dean Marlay wittily 
observed, “ A lady may be vain, when she can turn 
a wolf-dog into a lap-dog.” 

The election for Ayrshire, my own county, was this 
spring tried upon a petition, before a Committee of 
the House of Commons. I was one of the Counsel 
for the sitting member, and took the liberty of pre- 
viously stating different points to Johnson, w^ho never 
failed to see them clearly, and to supply me wjth 
some good hints. He dictated to me the following 
note upon the registration of deeds : 

“All laws are made for the convenience of the 
community; what is legally done should be legally 
recorded, that the state of things may be known, and 
that wherever evidence is requisite, evidence may be 
had. For this reason, the obligation to frame and estab- 
lish a legal register is enforced by a legal penalty, 

1 [It is strange that the picture drawn by the unlearned Shak- 
speare should be full of classical images, and that by the learned 
Milton void of them. — Milton’s description appears to me more 
picturesque. — Kearney.] 

2 [Dr. Richard Marlay, afterwards Lord Bishop of Waterford ; a 
very amiable, benevolent, and ingenious man. He was chosen a 
member of the Literary Club in 1777, and died in Dublin, July 2, 
1802, in his 75th year.— M.] 
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which penalty is the want of that perfection and pleni- 
tude of right which a register would give. Thence it 
follows that this is not an objection merely legal ; for 
the reason on which the law stands being equitable 
makes it an equitable objection.’* 

This (said he) you must enlarge on when speaking 
to the Committee. You must not argue there as if 
you were arguing in the schools ; close reasoning will 
not fix their attention; you must say the same thing 
oyer and over again, in different words. If you say it 
but once they miss it in a moment of inattention. It 
is unjust, Sir, to censure lawyers for multiplying words 
when they argue ; it is often 7iecessary for them to 
multiply words.” 

His notion of the duty of a member of Parliament, 
sitting upon an election-committee, was very high ; 
and when he was told of a gentleman upon one of 
those committees, 'who read the newspapers part of the 
time, and slept the rest, while the merits of a vote 
were examined by the counsel ; and as an excuse, 
when challenged by the chairman for such behaviour, 
bluntly answered, I had made up my mind upon 
that case;” — Johnson, with an indignant contempt, 
said, '‘If he was such a rogue as to make up his 
mind upon a case without hearing it, he should 
not have been such a fool as to tell it.”' — “ I think 
(said Mr. Dudley Long, now North) the Doctor has 
pretty piaiuiy made him out to be both rogue and 
fool.” 

Johnson’s profound reverence for the Hierarchy 
made him expect from Bishops the highest degree of 
decorum ; he was offended even at their going to 
taverns ; “ A bishop (said he) has nothing to do at a 
tippling -house. It is not indeed immoral in him to go 
to a taYern; neither \vould it be immoral in him to 
whip a top in Grosvenor-square : but, if he did, I hope 
the boys would fall upon him, and apply the whip 
to him. There are gradations in conduct ; there is 
morality, — decency, — propriety. None of these should 
bv a bishop. A bishop should not go to 
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a house where he may meet a young fellow leading 
out a wench.” Boswell. “But, Sir, every tavern 
does not admit women.” Johnson. “Depend upon 
it, Sir, any tavern will admit a well-dressed man and a 
well-dressed woman ; they will not perhaps admit a 
woman whom they see every night walking by their 
door, in the street. But a well-dressed man may lead 
in a well-dressed woman to any tavern in London. 
Taverns sell meat and drink, and will sell them to 
any body who can eat and can drink. You may as 
well say that a mercer will not sell silks to a woman of 
the town.^' 

He also disapproved of bishops going to routs, at 
least of their staying at them longer than their presence 
commanded respect. He mentioned a particular 
bishop. “ Poll 1 (said Mrs. Thrale) the Bishop of 
— — is never minded at a rout.” Boswell. “ YTien 
a bishop places himself in a situation where he has 
no distinct character, and is of no consequence, he 
degrades the dignity of his order.” Johnson. “ Mr. 
Boswell, Madam, has said it as correctly as it could 
be.” 

Nor was it only in the dignitaries of the Church 
that Johnson required a particular decorum and deli- 
cacy of behaviour ; he justly considered that the clergy, 
as persons set apart for the sacred office of serving at 
the altar, and impressing the minds of men with the 
awful concerns of a future state, should be somewhat 
more serious than the generality of mankind, and have 
a suitable composure of manners. A due sense of 
the dignity of their profession, independent of higher 
motives, will ever prevent them from losing their dis- 
tinction in an indiscriminate sociality ; and did such as 
aftect this know how much it lessens them in the eyes 
of those whom they think to please by it, they would 
feel themselves much mortified. 

Johnson, and his friend, Beauclerk, were once to- 
gether in company with several clergymen, who thought 
that they should appear to advantage by assuming the 
lax jollity of men of the world ; which, as it may be 
observed in similar cases, they carried to noisy excess. 
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Johnson, who they expected would be entertained^ sat 
grave and 'silent for some time ; at last, turning to 
Beauclerkj he said, by no means in a whisper, This 
merriment of parsons is mighty offensive.” 

Even the dress of a clergyman should be in cha- 
racter, and nothing can be more despicable than con- 
ceited attempts at avoiding the appearance of the 
clerical order ; attempts which are as ineffectual as 
they are pitiful. Dr. Porteus, now Bishop of London, 
in his excellent charge when presiding over the diocese 
of Chester, justly animadverts upon this subject ; and 
observes of a reverend fop that he “ can be but halj 
a beaur 

Addison, in “The Spectator,” has given us a fine 
portrait of a clergyman, who is supposed to be a 
member of his Club ; and Johnson has exhibited a 
model, in the character of Mr. Mudge,^ which has 
escaped the collectors of his works, but which he 
owned to me, and which indeed he shewed to Sir 
Joshua Reynolds at the time when it was written. 
It bears the genuine marks of Johnson’s, best manner, 
and is as follows : 

“ The Reverend Mr. Zachariah Mudge^ Prebendary 
of Exeter, and Vicar of St. Andrew’s in Plymouth ; a 
man equally eminent for his virtues and abilities, and 
at once beloved as a companion and reverenced as a 
pastor. He had that general curiosity to which no 
kind of knowledge is indifferent or superfluous ; and 
that general benevolence by which no order of men is 
hated or despised. 

“ His principles both of thought and action were 
great and comprehensive. By a solicitous examination 
of objections, and judicious comparison of opposite 
arguments, he attained what enquiry never gives but 
to industry and perspicuity, a firm and unshaken settle- 
ment of conviction. But his firmness was without 
asperity; for, knowing with how much difficulty truth 
was sometimes found, he did not wonder that many 
missed it. 

“ The general course of his life was determined by 
1 See vol. i. p. 28S. 
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his profession ; he studied the sacred volumes in the 
original languages, with what diligence and success 
his Notes upon the Psalms give sufficient evidence. He 
once endeavoured to add the knowledge of Arabick 
to that of Hebrew ; but, finding his thoughts too much 
diverted from other studies, after some time desisted 
from his purpose. 

His discharge of parochial duties was exemplary. 
How his Sermons were composed may be learned 
from the excellent volume which he has given to the 
publick ; but how they were delivered can be known 
only to those that heard them ; for as he appeared in 
the pulpit words will not easily describe him. His 
delivery, though unconstrained, was not negligent, and 
though forcible was not turbulent j disdaining anxious 
nicety of emphasis, and laboured artifice of action, it 
captivated the hearer by its natural dignity, it roused 
the sluggish, and fixed the volatile, and detained the 
mind upon the subject, without directing it to the 
speaker. 

“ The grandeur and solemnity of the preacher did 
not intrude upon his general behaviour ; at the table 
of his friends he was a companion communicative and 
attentive, of unaffected manners, of manly cheerful- 
ness, willing to please, and easy to be pleased. His 
acquaintance was universally solicited, and his presence 
obstructed no enjoyment which religion did not for- 
bid. Though studious he was popular ; though argu- 
mentative he was modest; though inflexible he was 
candid ; and though metaphysical yet orthodox.” ^ 

On Friday, March 30, I dined with him at Sir 
Joshua Reynolds’s, with the Earl of Charlemont, 
Sir Annesley Stewart, Mr. Eliot, of Port-Eliot, Mr. 
Burke, Dean Maiiay, Mr. Langton ; a most agreeable 
day, of which I regret that every circumstance is not 
preserved; but it is unreasonable to require such a 
multiplication of felicity. 

Mr. Eliot, with whom Dr. Walter Harte had travelled, 

A "London Chronicle,” May 2, 1769. This respectable man is 
there mentioned to have died on the 3d of April, that year, at Cof- 
dect, the seat of Thomas Veale, Esq., in his way to London. 
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talked to us of his “History of Gustavus Adolphus/^ 
which he said was a very good book in the German 
translation. Johnson. “Harte was excessively vain. 
He put copies of his book in manuscript into the 
hands of Lord Chesterfield and Lord Granville, that 
they might revise it. Now how absurd was it to sup- 
pose that two such noblemen would revise so big a 
manuscript. Poor man ! he left London the day of the 
publication of his book, that he might be out of the 
way of the great praise he was to receive ; and he 
was ashamed to return when he found how ill his 
book had succeeded. It was unlucky in coming out 
on the same day with Robertson’s ‘History of Scot- 
land,’ His husbandry, however, is good.” Boswell. 
“ So he was fitter for that than for heroick history : 
he did well when he turned his sword into a plough- 
share,” 

Mr. Eliot mentioned a curious liquor peculiar to his 
country, which the Cornish fishermen drink. They 
call it Aiahogany ; and it is made of two parts gin and 
one part treacle, well beaten together. I begged to 
have some of it made, which was done with proper 
skill by Mr. Eliot. I thought it very good liquor ; 
and said it was a counterpart of what is called Athol 
Porridge in the Highlands of Scotland, which is a 
mixture of whisky and honey. Johnson said “that 
must be a better liquor than the Cornish, for both its 
component parts are better.” He also observed, 
“ Mahogany must be a modern name ; for it is not 
long since the wood called mahogany was known in 
this country.” I mentioned his scale of liquors 
claret for boys, — port for men,— brandy for heroes. 
“Then (said Mn Burke) let me have claret : I love to 
be a boy ; to have the careless gaiety of boyish days.” 
Johnson. “I should drink claret too, if it would give 
me that j but it does not : it neither makes boys men,, 
nor men boys. You’ll be drowned by it before it has 
any effect upon you,” 

I ventured to mention a ludicrous paragraph in the 
news-papers, that Dr. Johnson was learning to dance 
of Vestris. Lord Charlemont, wishing to excite him 
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to talkj proposed in a whisper that he should be 
asked whether it was true. ‘‘Shall I ask him?” 
said his Lordship. We were, by a great majoritjv clear 
for the experiment. Upon which his Lordship very 
gravely, and with a courteous air, said, “ Pray, Sir, is it 
true that you are taking lessons of Vestris ? ” This was 
risking a good deal, and required the boldness of a 
General of Irish V olunteers to make the attempt. John- 
son was at first startled, and in some heat answered, 
“ How can your Lordship ask so simple a question ? ” 
But immediately recovering himself, whether from un- 
willingness to be deceived or to appear deceived, or 
whether from real good humour, he kept up the joke : 
“ Nay, but if any body were to answer the paragraph, 
and contradict it, I’d have a reply, and would say that 
he who contradicted it was no friend either to Vestris or 
me. For why should not Dr. Johnson add to his other 
powers a little corporeal agility ? Socrates learnt to 
dance at an advanced age, and Cato learnt Greek at 
an advanced age. Then it might proceed to say that 
this Johnson, not content with dancing on the ground, 
might dance on the rope ; and they might introduce 
the elephant dancing on the rope. A nobleman ^ 
wrote a play, called ‘Love in a hollow^ Tree.’ He 
found out that it was a bad one, and therefore wished 
to buy up all the copies and burn them. The Duchess 
of Marlborough had kept one; and when he was against 
her at an election, she had a new edition of it printed, 
and prefixed to it, as a frontispiece, an elephant danc- 
ing on a rope ; to shew that his Lordship’s writing- 
comedy was as awkwvard as an elephant dancing on a 
rope.” 

On Sunday, xLpril i, I dined with 'him at Mr.. 
Thrale’s, with Sir Philip Jennings Clerk and Mr. 
Perkins, 2 who had the superintendence of Mr. Thrale’s 
brewery, with a salary of five hundred pounds a year. 
Sir Thilip had the appearance of a gentleman of 
ancient famii>q well advanced in life; Pie wore his 
own w^hite hair in a bag of goodly size, a black velvet 

1 William, the first Viscount Grimston. 

^ See vol. i. p.'624. 
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coat, with an embroidered waistcoat, and very rich 
laced ruffles; which Mrs. Thrale said were old 
fashioned, but which, for that reason, I thought the 
more respectable, more like a Tory ; yet Sir Philip 
was then in Opposition in Parliament. “ Ah, Sir, 
(said Johnson,) ancient ruffles and modern principles 
do not agree.’^ Sir Philip defended the opposition 
to the American war ably and with temper, and I 
joined him. He said the majority of the nation was 
against the ministry. Johnson. /, Sir, am against 
the ministry ; but it is for having too little of that of 
which the Opposition thinks they have too much. Were 
I minister, if any man wagged his finger against me 
he should be turned out ; for that which it is in the 
power of government to give at pleasure to one or to 
another should be given to the supporters of Govern- 
ment. If you will not oppose at the expence of losing 
your place, your opposition will not be honest, you 
will feel no serious grievance ; and the present opposi- 
tion is only a contest to get what others have. Sir 
Robert Walpole acted as I would do. As to the 
American war, the sense of the nation is with the 
ministry. The majority of those who can tmde7'sfmtd 
is with it ; the majority of those who can only hear is 
against it ; and as those who can only hear are more 
numerous than those who can understand, and Oppo- 
sition is always loudest, a majority of the rabble will 
be for Opposition.” 

This boisterous vivacity entertained us ; but the 
truth in my opinion was that those who could under- 
stand the best were against the American war, as 
almost every man now is, when the question has been 
coolly considered. 

Mrs. Thrale gave high praise to Mr. Dudley Long, 
(now North). Johnson. Nay, my dear lady, don’t 
talk so. Mr. Long’s character is very short It is 
nothing. He fills a chair. He is a man of genteel 
appearance, and that is all.t I know nobody who 

1 Here Johnson condescended to play upon the words Lo 7 ig 
short. But little did he know that, owing to Mr. Long’s reserve in 
his presence, he was talking thus of a gentleman distinguished 
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blasts by praise as you do : for whenever there is 
exaggerated praise every body is set against a 
character. They are provoked to attack it. Now 
there is Pepys;^ you praised that man with such 
disproportion that I was incited to lessen hiiHj perhaps 
more than he deserves. His blood is upon your head. 
By the same principle, your malice defeats itself ; for 
your censure is too violent. And yet (looking to her 
with a leering smile) she is the first woman in the 
world, could she but restrain that wicked tongue of 
hers ; — she would be the only woman, could she but 
command that little whirligig.” 

Upon the subject of exaggerated praise I took the 
liberty to say that I thought there might be very high 
praise given to a known character which deserved it, 
and therefore it would not be exaggerated. Thus, one 
might say of Mr. Edmund Burke, he is a very -wonderful 
man. Johnson. ‘‘No, Sir, you would not be safe if 
another man had a mind perversely to contradict. He 
might answer, ‘Where is all the wonder? Burke is, 
to be sure, a man of uncommon abilities, with a great 
quantity of matter in his mind, and a great fluency of 
language in his mouth. But we are not to be stunned 
and astonished by him.’ So you see, Sir, even Burke 
would sulfer, not from any fault of his own, but from 
your folly.” 

Mrs. Thrale mentioned a gentleman who had ac- 
quired a fortune of four thousand a year in trade, but 
was absolutely miserable because he could not talk in 
company ; so miserable that he was impelled to lament 
his situation in the street to *'*''*"**'‘‘q whom he hates, 

amongst his acquaintance for acuteness of wit ; one to whom I 
think the French expression, “ // desprit " is particularly 

suited. He has gratified me by mentioning that he heard Dr. 
Johnson say, “ Sir, if I were to lose Bosw'ell, it would be a limb 
amputated.” . , , 

1 William Weller Pepys, Esq. one of the Masters m the Idigh 
Court of Chancery, and well known in polite circles. My acc[uamt- 
ance with him is not sufficient to enable me to speak of him from 
my own judgement. But I know that both at Eton and Oxford lie 
was the intimate friend of the late Sir James Macdonald, the Mar- 
cellus of Scotland, whose extraordinary talents, learning, and virtues 
will ever be remembered with admiration and regret. 

VOT,. TT. Q 2 
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and who he knows despises him. am a most 

unhappy man (said he). I am invited to conversa- 
tions. I go to conversations; but, alas! I have no 
conversation.’' — Johnson. “ Man commonly cannot 
be successful in different ways. This gentleman* has 
spent, in getting four thousand pounds a year, the 
time in which he might have learnt to talk; and now 
be cannot talk.” .Mr. Perkins made a shre^vd and 
droll remark : “ If he had got his four thousand a year 
as a mountebank, he might have learnt to talk at the 
same time that he was getting bis fortune.” 

Some other gentlemen came in. The conversation 
concerning the person whose character Dr. Johnson 
had treated so slightingly, as he did not know his 
merit, was resumed. Mrs. Thrale said, “ You think 
so of him, Sir, because he is quiet, and does not exert 
himself with force. You’ll be saying the same thing 
of Mr. * there, who sits as quiet.” This 

was not w^ell bred ; and J ohnson did not let it pass 
without correction. “ Nay, Madam, wdiat right have 
you to talk thus ? Both Mr. *'*' *'* and I have 

reason to take it ill. You may talk so of Mr.'"' ; 

but why do you make me do it? Have I said any 

thing against Mr. ? You have him that 

I might shoot him : but I have not shot him.” 

One of the gentlemen said he had seen three folio 
volumes of Dr. Johnson’s sayings collected by me. “ I 
must put you right, Sir, (said I ;) for I am very exact 
in authenticity. You could not see folio volumes, for 
I have none ; you might have seen some in quarto 
and octavo. This is an inattention which one should 
guard against.” Johnson. “ Sir, it is a want of concern 
about veracity. He does not know that he saw any 
volumes. If he had seen them he could have remem- 
bered their size.” 

1 Mr. Thrale appeared very iethargick to-day. I saw 
him again on Monday evening, at which time he was 
not thought to be in immediate danger ; but early in 
the morning of Wednesday, the 4th, he expired. J ohn- 
soii was in the house, and thus mentions the event : 

“ I felt almost the last flutter of his pulse, and looked 
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for the last time ui^oii the face that for fifteen years 
had never been turned upon me but with respect and 
benignity.” ^ Upon that day there was a Call oi the 
Literary Club; but Johnson apologised for his 
absence by the following note : 

‘OMr, Johnson knows that Sir Joshua Reynolds 
and the other gentlemen will excuse his incompliance 
with the Cali, when they are told that Mr. Tlirale died 
this morning.” 

“ Wednesday." 

Mr. Thrale’s death was a very essential loss to John- 
son, who, although he did not foresee all that after- 
wards happened, was sufficiently convinced that the 
comforts which Mr. Thrale’s family afforded him would 
now in a great measure cease. He, however, continued 
to shew a kind attention to his widow and children as 
long as it was acceptable: and he took upon him, 
wdth a very earnest concern, the office of one of his 
executors, the importance of which seemed greater 
than usual to him, from his circumstances having been 
always such that he had scarcely any share in the real 
business of life. His friends of the Club were in 
hopes that Mr. Thrale might have made a liberal pro- 
vision for him for his life, which, as Mr. Thrale left 
no son, and a very large fortune, it w’-ould have been 
highly to his honour to have done ; and, considering 
Dr. Johnson’s age, could not have been of long dura- 
tion ; but he bequeathed him only tw^o hundred pounds, 
which was the legacy given to each of his executors. 
I could not but be somewhat diverted by hearing 
Johnson talk in a pompous manner of his new office, 
and particularly of the concerns of the brewery, which 
it was at last resolved should be sold. Lord Lucan 
tells a very good story, which, if not precisely exact, 

1 Prayers and Meditations, p.191. 

[Johnson’s expressions on this occasion remind us of Isaac Walton’s 

eulogy on Whitgift, in his Life of Hooker.— He lived to 

be present at the expiration of her [Q. Elizabeth’s] last breath, and 
to behold the closing of those eyes that had long looked upon him. 
with reverence and affection, ’ ’—Kearney. ] 
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is certainly characteristical : that when the sale of 
Thrale’s brewery was going forward, Johnson appeared 
bustling about, with an ink-horn and pen in his button- 
hole, like an excise-man ; and on being asked what he 
really considered to be the value of the property which 
was to be disposed of, answered, ‘‘ We are not here to 
sell a parcel of boilers and vats, but the potentiality of 
growing rich beyond the dreams of avarice.” 

On Friday, April 6, he carried me to dine at a 
club, which, at his desire, had been lately formed at 
the Queen’s Arms, in St. Paul’s Church-yard. He 
told Mr. Hoole that he wished to have a Ci/y Chth^ 
and asked him to collect one ; but, said he, Don’t 
let them be patriots T The company were to-day very 
sensible, well-behaved men. I have preserved only 
two particulars of his conversation. He said he was 
glad Lord George Gordon had escaped, rather than 
that a precedent should be established for hanging a 
man for constructive treason ; which, in consistency 
with his true, manly, constitutional Toryism, he con- 
sidered would be a dangerous engine of arbitrary 
power. And upon its being mentioned that an opu- 
lent and very indolent Scotch nobleman, who totally 
resigned the management of his affairs to a man of 
knowledge and abilities, had claimed some merit by 
saying, ‘^The next best thing to managing a man’s 
own affairs well is being sensible of incapacity and 
not attempting it, but having full confidence in one 
who can do it :” Johnson. ^‘Nay, Sir, this is paltry. 
There is a middle course. Let a man give applica- 
tion ; and depend upon it he will soon get above a 
despicable state of helplessness, and attain the power 
of acting for himself.” 

On Saturday, April 7, I dined with him at Mr. 
Hoole’s with Governour Bouchier and Captain Orme, 
both of whom had been long in the East-Indies ; and 
being men of good sense arid observation were very 
entertaining. Johnson defended the oriental regula- 
tion of different castes (Cii raen,^ which was objected to 

^ [Rajapouts, the military caste ; the Brahmins, pacifick and abste- 
mious.— Kearney.] 
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as totally destructive of the hopes of rising in society 
by personal merit. He shewed that there was a prin- 
ciple in it sufficiently plausible by analogy. “ We see 
(said he) in metals that there are different species; 
and so likewise in animalSj though one species may 
not differ very widely from another, as in the species 
of dogs, — the cur, the spaniel, the mastiff. The 
Brahmins are the mastiffs of mankind.” 

On Thursday, April 12, I dined with him at a 
Bishop’s, where were Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr. 
Berenger, and some more company. He had dined 
the day before at another Bishop’s. I have unfortu- 
nately recorded none of his conversation at the 
Bishop’s where we dined together : but I have pre- 
served his ingenious defence of his dining twice abroad 
in Passion-week; a laxity in which I am convinced 
he would not have indulged himself at the time when 
he wrote his solemn paper in “ The Rambler ” upon 
that awful season. It appeared to me that, by being 
much more in company, and enjoying more luxurious 
living, he had contracted a keener relish for pleasure, 
and was consequently less rigorous in his religious 
rites. This he would not acknowledge ; but he 
reasoned with admirable sophistry, as follows : “ Why, 
Sir, a Bishop’s calling company together in this week 
is, to use the vulgar phrase, not the thing. But you 
must consider laxity is a bad thing; but preciseness 
is also a bad thing ; and your general character may 
be more hurt by preciseness than by dining with a 
Bishop in Passion-w^eek. There might be a handle 
for reflection. It might be said, ‘He refuses to dine 
with a Bishop in Passion-week, but w^as three Sundays 
absent from church.’” Boswell. “Very true, Sir. 
But suppose a man to be uniformly of good conduct, 
would it not be better that he should refuse to dine 
wdth a Bishop in this week, and so not encourage a 
bad practice by his example?” Johnson. “Why, 
Sir, you are to consider whether you might not do 
more harm by lessening the influence of a Bishop’s 
character by your disapprobation in refusing him than 
by going to him.” 
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‘^To Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfield. 

“ DEAR MADAM, 

^‘Life is full of troubles. I have just lost my 
dear friend Thrale. I hope he is happy ; but I have 
had a great loss. I am otherwise pretty well. I 
require some care of myself, but that care is not in- 
effectual ; and when I am out of order I think it often 
my own fault. 

‘‘The spring is now making quick advances. As 
it is the season in which the whole world is enlivened 
and invigorated, I hope that both you and I shall 
partake of its benefits. My desire is to see Lichfield ; 
but being left executor to my friend, I know not 
whether I can be spared ; but I will try, for it is now 
long since we saw one another, and how little we can 
promise ourselves many more interviews we are taught 
by hourly examples of mortality. Let us try to live 
so as that mortality may not be an evil. Write to 
me soon, my dearest ; your letters will give me great 
pleasure. 

“ I am sorry that Mr. Porter has not had his box ; 
but by sending it to Mr. Mathias, who very readily 
undertook its conveyance, I did the best I could, and 
perhaps before now he has it. 

“ Be so kind as to make my compliments to my 
friends; I have a great value for their kindness, and 
hope to enjoy it before summer is past. Do write to 
me. I am, dearest love, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

‘‘Sam. Johnson.” 

“ London, April 12, 1781.’ 

On Friday, April 13, being Good-Friday, I went to 
St. Clement’s church with him as usual. There I saw 
again his old fellow-collegian, Edwards, to whom I 
said, “I think. Sir, Dr. Johnson and you meet only at 
Church.”-— “ Sir, (said he,) it is the best place we can 
meet in, except Heaven, and I hope we shall meet 
there too.” Dr. Johnson told me that there was very 
little communication between Edwards and him after 
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their unexpected renewal of acquaintance. (said 

he, smiling) he met me once, and said, ‘I am told you 
have written a very pretty book called The Rmtbler! 
I was unwilling that he should leave the world in total 
darkness, and sent him a set.” 

Mr. Berenger^ visited him to-day, and was very 
pleasing. We talked of an evening society for con- 
versation at a house in town, of which we were all 
members, but of which Johnson said, It will never 
do, Sir. There is nothing served about there, neither 
tea, nor coffee, nor lemonade, nor any thing whatever j 
and depend upon it, Sir, a man does not love to go 
to a place from whence he comes out exactly as he 
went in.” I endeavoured, for arguments ^ sake, to 
maintain that men of learning and talents might have 
very good intellectual society, without the aid of any 
little gratifications of the senses. Berenger joined with 
Johnson, and said that without these any meeting 
would be dull and insipid. He would therefore have 
ail the slight refreshments ; nay, it would not be amiss 
to have some cold meat and a bottle of wine upon a 
sideboard. “ Sir, (said Johnson to me,, with an air of 
triumph,) Mr. Berenger knows the world. Every 
body loves to have good things furnished to them 
without any trouble. I told Mrs. Thrale once that, 
as she did not choose to have card-tables, she should 
have a profusion of the best sweetmeats, and she 
would be sure to have company enough come to her.” 
I agreed with my illustrious friend upon this subject; 
for it has pleased God to make man a composite 
animal, and where there is nothing to refresh the body 
the mind will languish. 

On Sunday, xApril 1 5, being Easter-day, after solemn 
worship in St. Paul’s church, I found him alone; Dr. 
Scott, of the Commons, came in. He talked of its 
having been said that Addison wrote some of his best 
papers in “ The Spectator ” when wami with wine. 
Dr, Johnson did not seem willing to admit this. Dr. 

^ [Richard Berenger, Esq., many years Gentleman of the Horse 
to his present Majesty, and authour of "‘The History and Art ot 
Horsemanship,’' in two volumes, 4to. X771.— M.] 
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Scott, as a conurmation of it, related that Biackstone, 
a sober man, composed his “Commentaries” with 
a bottle of port before him ; and found his mind 
invigorated and supported in the fatigue of his great 
Work by a temperate use of it 

I told him that in a company where I had lately 
been a desire was expressed to know his authority for 
the shocking story of Addison’s sending an execution 
into Steele’s house. ^ “Sir, (said he,) it is generally 
known ; it is known to all who are acquainted with 
the literary history of that period : it is as well known 
as that he wrote ‘ Cato.’ ” Mr. Thomas Sheridan once 
defended Addison to me by alleging that he did it in 
order to cover Steele’s goods from other creditors, 
who were going to seize them. 

We talked of the difference between the mode of 
education at Oxford and that in those Colleges where 
instruction is chiefly conveyed by lectures. Johnson. 
“ Lectures were once useful ; but now, when all can 
read, and books are so numerous, lectures are unneces- 
sary. If your attention fails, and you miss a part of the 
lecture, it is lost ; you cannot go back as you do upon 
a book.” Dr. Scott agreed with him. “ But yet (said 
I), Dr. Scott, you yourself gave lectures at Oxford.” 
He smiled. “ You laughed (then said I) at those 
who came to you.” 

Dr. Scott left us, and soon afterwards we went to 
dinner. Our company consisted of Mrs. Williams, 
Mrs. Desmoulins, Mr. Levet, Mr. Allen, the printer, 
[Mr, Macbean,] and Mrs. Hall, sister of the Reverend 
Mr. John Wesley, and resembling him, as I thought, 
both in figure and manner. Johnson produced now, 
for the first time, some handsome silver salvers, which 
he told me he had bought fourteen years ago; so it 
was a great day. I was not a little amused by observing 
Alien perpetually struggling to talk in the manner of 
Johnson, like the little frog in the fable blowing him- 
self up to resemble the stately ox. 

I mentioned a kind of religious Robinhood Society, 
which met every Sunday evening at Coachmakers’-hali, 

^ See this explained, pp. 428, 429 of this volume. 
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for free debate ; and that the subject for this night 
was the text which relates, with other miracles which 
happened at our Saviour’s death, ^VAnd the graves 
were opened, and many bodies of the saints which 
slept arose, and came out of the graves after his 
resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared 
unto many.” Mrs. Hall said it was a very curious 
subject, and she should like to hear it discussed. 
Johnson, (somewhat warmly) One would not go 
to such a place to hear it, — one would not be seen 
in such a place — to give countenance to such a meet- 
ing.” I, however, resolved that I would go. ‘‘But, 
Sir, (said she to Johnson,) I should like to hear yen 
discuss it.” He seemed reluctant to engage in it. 
She talked of the resurrection of the human race in 
general, and maintained that we shall be raised with 
the same bodies. Johnson. “ Nay, Madam, we see 
that it is not to be the same body \ for the Scripture 
uses the illustration of grain sown, and we know^ that 
the grain which grows is not the same with what is 
sown. You cannot suppose that we shall rise with a 
diseased body ; it is enough if there be such a same- 
ness as to distinguish identity of person.” She seemed 
desirous of knowing more, but he left the question in 
obscurity. 

Of apparitions,^ he observed, “A total disbelief of 
them is adverse to the opinion of the existence of the 
soul between death and the last day ; the question 
simply is, whether departed spirits ever have the 
power of making themselves perceptible to us : a 
man who thinks he has seen an apparition can only 

^ [As this subject frequently recurs in these volumes, the reader 
may be led erroneously to suppose that Dr. Johnson was so fond of 
such discussions as frequently to introduce them. But the truth is 
that the authour himself delighted in talking concerning ghosts, and 
what he has frequently denominated the mystef'iotis ; and therefore 
took every opportunity of leading Johnson to converse on such sub- 
jects. — M.] 

[The authour of this work was most undoubtedly fond of the 
myste7‘ious, and perhaps upon some occasions may have directed 
the conversation to those topicks, when they would not spontaneously 
have suggested themselves to Johnson’s mind ; but that he also had 
a love for speculations of that nature may be gathered from his 
writings throughout.— J, Boswell.] 
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be convinced himself ; his authority will not convince 
another ; and his conviction, if rational, must be 
founded on being told something which cannot be 
known but by supernatural means.” 

He mentioned a thing as not unfrequent, of which 
I had never heard before,— being called^ that is, hear- 
ing one’s name pronounced by the voice of a known 
person at a great distance, far beyond the possibility 
of being reached by any sound uttered by human 
organs. “An acquaintance, on whose veracity I can 
depend, told me that, walking home one evening to 
Kilmarnock, he heard himself called from a wood by 
the voice of a brother wiio had gone to America ; 
and the next packet brought accounts of that brother’s 
death.” Macbean asserted that this inexplicable m//- 
^Xgwas a thing very well known. Dr. Johnson said 
that one day at Oxford, as he was turning the key of 
his chamber, he heard his mother distinctly call — Sanu 
She was then at Lichfield ; but nothing ensued. This 
phenomenon is, I think, as wonderful as any other 
mysterious fact, which many people are very slow to 
believe, or rather, indeed, reject with an obstinate 
contempt. 

Some time after this, upon his making a remark 
which escaped my attention, Mrs. Williams and Mrs. 
Hall were both together striving to answer him. He 
grew angry, and called out loudly, “Nay, when you 
both speak at once, it is intolerable.” But checking 
himself, and softening, he said, “ This one may say, 
though you are ladiesd Then he brightened into gay 
humour, and addressed them in the words of one of 
the songs in “ The Beggar’s Opera : ” 

“ But two at a time there’s no mortal can bear.” 

“What, Sir, (said I,) are you going to turn Captain 
Macheath?” There was something as pleasantly 
ludicrous in this scene as can be imagined. The 
contrast between Macheath, Polly, and Lucy — and 
Dr. Samuel Johnson, blind, peevish Mrs. Williams, 
and lean, lank, preaching Mrs. Hall, was exquisite. 

I stole away to Coachmakers’-halh and heard the 
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difficult text of which we had talked discussed with great 
decency, and some intelligence, by several speakers. 
There was a difference of opinion as to the appearance 
of ghosts in modern times, though the arguments for 
it, supported by Mr. AddisoiTs authority, preponder- 
ated. The immediate subject of debate was embar- 
rassed by the bodies of the saints having been said to 
rise, and by the question what became of them after- 
wards : — did they return again to their graves ? or were 
they translated to heaven ? Only one evangelist men- 
tions the fact,^ and the commentators whom I have 
looked at do not make the passage clear. There is, 
however, no occasion for our understanding it farther 
than to know that it was one of the extraordinpy 
manifestations of divine power which accompanied 
the most important event that ever happened. 

On Friday, April 20, I spent with him one of the 
happiest days that I remember to have enjoyed in 
the whole course of my life. Mrs. Garrick, whose 
grief for the loss of her husband was, I believe, as 
sincere as wounded affection and admiration could 
produce, had this day, for the first time since his death, 
a select party of his friends to dine with her. The 
company was. Miss Hannah More, who lived with her, 
and whom she called her Chaplain ; Mrs. Boscawen,"* 
Mrs. Elizabeth Carter, Sir Joshua Reynolds, Dr. Bur- 
ney, Dr. Johnson, and myself. We found ourselves 
very elegantly entertained at her house in the Adelphi, 
where I have passed many a pleasing hour with him 
who gladdened life.” She looked well, talked of her 
husband with complacency, and wdiile she cast her 
eyes on his portrait, which hung over the chimney- 
piece, said that “ death was now the most agreeable 
object to her.” The very semblance of David Garrick 
was cheering. Mr. Beauclerk, with happy propriety, 
inscribed under that fine portrait of him, which by 
Lady Diana’s kindness is now the property of my 
friend Mr. Langton, , the following passage from his 
beloved Shakspeare : 

pSt. Matthew, chap, xxvii. v. 52, 53. 

286. 
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it — A merrier man, 

Within the limit of becoming mirth, 

I never spent an hour^s talk withal. 

His eye begets occasion for his wit ; 

For every object that the one doth catch 
The other turns to a mirth-moving jest ; 

Which his fair tongue (Conceit’s expositor) 
Delivers in such apt and gracious words, 

That aged ears play truant at his tales, 

And younger hearings are quite ravished ; 

So sweet and voluble is his discourse.” 

We were ail in fine spirits; and I whispered to Mrs. 
Boscawen, I believe this is as much as can be made 
of life.” In addition to a splendid entertainment, we 
were regaled with Lichfield ale, which had a peculiar 
appropriate value. Sir Joshua, and Dr. Burney, and 
I, drank cordially of it to Dr. Johnson’s health ; and, 
though he -would not join us, he as cordially answered, 

Gentlemen, I wish you all as well as you do me.” 

The general effect of this day dwells upon my mind 
in fond remembrance; but I do not find much con- 
versation recorded. What I have preserved shall be 
faithfully given. 

One of the company mentioned Mr. Thomas Hollis, 
the strenuous Whig, who used to send over Europe 
presents of democratical books, with their boards 
stamped with daggers and caps of liberty. Mrs. 
Carter said, “ He was a bad man ; he used to talk 
uncharitably.” Johnson. Poh ! poh ! Madam ; who 
is the worse for being talked of uncharitably ? Besides, 
he was a dull poor creature as ever lived; and I 
believe he would not have done harm to a man whom 
he knew to be of very opposite principles to his own. 
I remember once at the Society of Arts, when an 
advertisement was to be drawn up, he pointed me out 
as the man who could do it best. This, you will 
observe, was kindness to me. I however slipped away 
and escaped it.” 

Mrs, Carter having said of the same person, I 
doubt he was an Atheist : ” Johnson. “ I don’t know 
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that. He might perhaps have become one if he had 
had time to ripen, (smiling.) He might have extde- 
into an Atheist.” 

Sir Joshua Reynolds praised “ Madge’s ^ Sermons.’" 
Johnson. Mudge’s Sermons are good, but not prac- 
tical. He grasps more sense than he can hold ; he 
takes more corn than he can make into meal ; he 
opens a wide prospect, but it is so distant, it is in- 
distinct. I love ‘ Blair’s Sermons.’ Though the dog 
is a Scotchman, and a Presbyterian, and every thing 
he should not be, I was the first to praise them. Such 
was ray candour.” (smiling.) Mrs. Boscawen. Such 
his great merit, to get the better of all your prejudices.” 
Johnson. “ Why, Madam, let us compound the matter; 
let us ascribe it to my candour and his merit.” 

In the evening w'e had a large company in the 
drawing-room ; several ladies, the Bishop of Killaloe, 
Dr. Percy, Mr. Chamberlayne of the Treasury, &c. &c. 
Somebody said the life of a mere literary man could 
not be very entertaining. Johnson. But it certainly 
may. This is a remark which has been made, and 
repeated, without justice; why should the life of a 
literary man be less entertaining than the life of any 
other man ? Are there not as interesting varieties in 
such a life? As a literary life it maybe very enter- 
taining.” Boswell. “ But it must be better, surely, 
when it is diversified with a little active variety — such 
as his having gone to Jamaica .* — or— his having gone 
to the Hebrides.” Johnson ’was not displeased at this. 

Talking of a very respectable authour, he told us a 
curious circumstance in his life, which was that he had 
married a printer’s devil. Reynolds. “A printer’s 
devil, Sir! Why, I thought a printer’s devil wb.s a 
creature with a black face and in rags.” Johnson. 

‘‘ l^es. Sir. But I suppose he had her face washed, 
and put clean clothes on her. (Then looking very 
serious, and very earnest.) And she did not disgrace 
him the woman had a bottom of good sense.” Thfe 
word bottom thus introduced was so ludicrous when 
contrasted whth his gravity that most of us could not 
i See page 452 of this Volume. 
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forbear tittering and laughing; though I recollect that 
the Bishop of Killaloe kept his countenance with 
perfect steadiness, while Miss Hannah More slily hid 
her face behind a lady’s back who sat on the same 
settee with her. His pride could not bear that any 
expression of his should excite ridicule when he did 
not intend it; he therefore resolved to assume and 
exercise despotick power, glanced sternly around, and 
called out in a strong tone, Where’s the merriment ? ” 
Then collecting himself, and looking awful, to make 
us feel how he could impose restraint, and as it were 
searching his mind for a still more ludicrous word, he 
slowly pronounced, “ I say the wo?nan was fundament- 
ally sensible ; ” as if he had said, hear this now, and 
laugh if you dare. We all sat composed as at a funeral. 

He and I walked away together ; we stopped a little 
while by the rails of the Adelphi, looking on the 
Thames, and I said to him, with some emotion, that I 
was no\v thinking of two friends we had lost, who once 
lived in the buildings behind us, Beauclerk and Garrick. 

Ay, Sir, (said he, tenderly,) and two such friends as 
cannot be supplied.” 

For some time after this day I did not see him very 
often, and of the conversation which I did enjoy I 
am sorry to find I have preserved but little. I was at 
this time engaged in a variety of other matters, which 
required exertion and assiduit}^ and necessarily occu- 
pied almost all my time. 

One day, having spoken very freely of those who 
were then in power, he said to me, ‘^Between our- 
selves, Sir, I do not like to give the opposition the 
satisfaction of knowdng how much I disapprove of the 
ministry.” And when I mentioned that Mr. Burke 
had boasted how quiet the nation was in George the 
Second’s reign, when Whigs were in power, compared 
with the present reign, when Tories governed ;— 

Why, Sir, (said he,) you are to consider that Tories 
having more reverence for government will not oppose 
with the same violence as Whigs, who being unre- 
strained by that principle -will oppose by any means.” 

This month he lost not only Mr. Thrale, but another 
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friendj Mr. William StrahaDj Junior, printer, the eldest 
son of his old and constant friend. Printer to his 
Majesty. 


Mrs. Strahan. 

‘^DEAR MADAM, ' 

The grief which I feel for the loss of a very kind 
friend is sufficient to make me know how much you 
suffer by the death of an amiable son : a man of whom 
I think it may be truly said that no one knew him 
who does not lament him. I look upon myself as 
having a friend, another friend, taken from me. 

Comfort, dear Madam, I would give you if I 
could ; but I know how little the forms of consolation 
can avail. Let me, however, counsel you not to waste 
your health in unprofitable sorrow, but go to Bath, 
and endeavour to prolong your own life; but when 
we have all done all that we can, one friend must in 
time lose the other. 

“ I am, dear Madam, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

Sam. Johnson.’' 

April 23, 17S1.” 


On Tuesday, May 8, I had the pleasure of again 
dining with him and Mr. Wilkes, at Mr. Diliy's. No 
negociation was now required to bring them together; 
for Johnson was so well satisfied with the former inter- 
view that he was very glad to meet Wilkes again, who 
was this day seated between Dr. Beattie and Dr. John- 
son ; (between Truth and Reason^ as General Paoli 
said when I told him of it.) Wilkes. I have been 
thinking, Dr. Johnson, that there should be a bill 
brought into parliament that the controverted elec- 
tions for Scotland should be tried in that country, 
at their own Abbey of Holy-Rood House, and not 
here ; for the consequence of trying them here is that 
we have an inundation of Scotchmen, who come up 
and never go back again. Now here is Boswell, wffio 
is come upon the election for his own county, which 
will not last a fortnight” Johnson. "‘Nay, Sir, I 
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see no reason why they should be tried at all ; for, 
you know, one Scotchman is as good as another.” 
Wilkes.* Pray, Boswell, how much may be got in a 
year by an Advocate at the Scotch bar ? ” Boswell. 
“ I believe, two thousand pounds.” Wilkes. How 
can it be possible to spend that money in Scotland ? ” 
Johnson. “Why, Sir, the money may be spent in 
England ; but there is a harder question. If one man 
in Scotland gets possession of two thousand pounds, 
what remains for all the rest of the nation ? ” Wilkes. 
“ You know, in the last 'war, the immense booty which 
Thurot carried off by the complete plunder of seven 
Scotch isles ; he re-embarked with three and six-penceh^ 
Here again Johnson and Wilkes joined in extravagant 
sportive raillery upon the supposed poverty of Scot- 
land, which Dr. Beattie and I did not think it worth 
our while to dispute. 

The subject of quotation being introduced, Mr. 
Wilkes censured it as pedantry. Johnson. “ No, Sir, 
it is a good thing; there is a community of mind in 
it. Classical quotation is the pa^-ole of literary men all 
over the world.” Wilkes. “ Upon the continent they 
all quote the Vulgate Bible. Shakspeare is chiefly 
quoted here; and w^e quote also Pope, Prior, Butler, 
Waller, and sometimes Cowley.” 

We talked of letter- writing. Johnson. “ It is now 
become so much the fashion to publish letters that, in 
order to avoid it, I put as little into mine as I can.” 
Boswell. “ Do what you will, Sir, you cannot avoid it. 
Should you even write as ill as you can, your letters 
would be published as curiosities : 

/ Behold a miracle ! instead of wit. 

See two dull lines with Stanhope’s pencil writ.’ ” 

He gave us an entertaining account of Bet Flinty a 
woman of the town, who, with some eccentrick talents 
and much effrontery, forced herself upon his acquaint- 
ance. “ Bet (said he) wrote her own Life in verse, ^ 
which she brought to me, wishing that I would furnish 

^ Johnson, whose memory was wonderfully retentive, remembered 
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her with a Preface to it, (Laughing.) I used to say 
of her that she was generally slut and drunkard; — 
occasionally whore and thief. She had, however, 
genteel lodgings, a spinnet on which she played, and 
a boy that walked before her chair. Poor Bet was 
taken up on a charge of stealing a counterpane, and 

tried at the Old Bailey. Chief Justice , who 

loved a wench, summed up favourably, and she was 
acquitted.^ After which, Bet said, with a gay and 
satisfied air, ‘ Now that the counterpane is 7ny own, I 
shall make a petticoat of it.’ ” 

Talking of oratory, Mr. Wilkes described it as 
accompanied with all the charms of poetical expres- 
sion. Johnson. “No, Sir; oratory is the power 
of beating down your adversary’s arguments, and 
putting better in their place.” Wilkes. “ But this 
does not move the passions.” Johnson. “He must 
be a weak man who is to be so moved.” Wilkes. 
(naming a celebrated orator) “ Amidst all the brilliancy 

of ’s imagination, and the exuberance of his wit, 

there is a strange ^vant of taste. It was observed of 
Apelles’s Venus ^ that her flesh seemed as if she had 


the first four lines of this curious production, \yhich have been com- 
municated to me by a young lady of his acquaintance : 

' ‘ When first I drew my vital breath, 

A little minikin I came upon earth ; 

And then I came from a dark abode, 

Into this gay and gaudy world.” 

^ [The account which Johnson had received on this occasion was 
not quite accurate. Bet was tried at the Old Bailey in September 
1758, not by the Chief Justice here alluded to, (who however tried 
another cause on the same day,) but before Sir William Moreton, 
Recorder ; and she was acquitted, not in consequence of ‘O.vcj favour- 
able suimtiing up of the Judge, but because the Prosecutrix, Mary 
Walthow, could not prove that the goods charged to have been 
stolen [a counterpane, a silver spoon, two napkins, &c.] were her 
property. 

Bet does not appear to have lived at that time in a very 
style ; for she paid for her ready-furnished room, vex Meard’s Court, 
Dean Street, Soho, from which these articles were alleged to be 
stolen, onlyy^r/^ a week. 

Mr. James Boswell* took the trouble to examine the Sessions 
Paper to ascertain these particulars. — M.] 

2 [Mr. Wilkes mistook the objection of Euphranor to the Theseus 
of Parrhasius for a description of the Venus of Apelles. Vide Plu- 
tarch. '^ Bellone an pace dariores AthenmtsesP — Kearney.] 
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been nourished by roses : his oratory would sometimes 
make one suspect that he eats potatoes and drinks 
whisky.” 

Mr. Wilkes observed how tenacious we are of forms 
in this country ; and gave as an instance the vote of 
the House of Commons for remitting money to pay the 
army in America in Portugal pieces ^ when, in reality, the 
remittance is made not in Portugal money, but in our 
specie. Johnson. Is there not a law, Sir, against 
exporting the current coin of the realm?” Wilkes. 
“ Yes, Sir; but might not the House of Commons, in 
case of real evident necessity, order our own current 
coin to be sent into our own colonies ?” — Here John- 
son, with that quickness of recollection which dis- 
tinguished him so eminently, gave the Middlesex Patriot 
an admirable retort upon his own ground. “ Sure, Sir, 
you don’t think a resolution of the House of Comments 
equal to the law of the landd Wilkes, (at once per- 
ceiving the application) God forbid, Sir.” — To hear 
what had been treated with such violence in “ The 
False Alarm ” now turned into pleasant repartee was 
extremely agreeable. Johnson went on : — Locke 
observes well that a prohibition to export the current 
coin is impolitick ; for when the balance of trade 
happens to be against a state the current coin must 
be exported.” 

Mr. Beauclerk’s great library was this season sold 
in London by auction. Mr. Wilkes said he wondered 
to find in it such a numerous collection of sermons : 
seeming to think it strange that a gentleman of Mr. 
Beauclerk's character in the gay world should have 
chosen to have many compositions of that kind. 
Johnson. ‘‘ Why, Sir, you are to consider that sermons 
make a considerable branch of English literature ; so 
that a library must be very imperfect if it has not a 
numerous collection of sermons : ^ and in all collec- 

1 Mr. Wilkes probably did not know that there is in an English 
sermon the most comprehensive and lively account of that enter- 
taining faculty for which he himself was so much admired. It is 
Barrow’s first volume, and fourteenth sermon, Agaimf 
Talking and JestingT My old acquaintance, the late Corbyn 
Morris, in his ingenious “ Essay on Wit, Humour, and Ridicule,” 
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tions, Sir, the desire of augmenting them grows stronger 
in proportion to the advance in acquisition ; as motion 
is accelerated by the continuance of the impetus. 
Besides, Sir, (looldng at Mn Wilkes with a placid but 

calls it “a profuse description of Wit : ’’but I do not see how it 
could be curtailed without leaving out some good circumstance of 
discrimination. As it is not generally known, and may perhaps 
dispose some to read sermons, from which they may receive real 
advantage, while looking only for entertainment, I shall here sub- 
join it. 

“ But first (says the learned preacher) it may be demanded what 
the thing we speak of is ! Or what this facetiousness (or 2£/z7, as he 
calls it before) doth import ? To which questions I might reply, as 
Democritus did to him that asked the definition of a man, ‘ ’Tis 
that which we all see and know.' Any one better apprehends what 
it is by acquaintance than I can inform him by description. It is» 
indeed, a thing so versatile and multiform, appearing in so many 
shapes, so many postures, so many garbs, so variously apprehended 
by several eyes and judgements, that it seemeth no less hard to 
settle a clear and certain notion thereof than to make a portrait of 
Proteus, or to define the figure of the fleeting air. Sometimes it 
lieth in pat allusion to a known story, or in seasonable application 
of a trivial saying, or in forging an apposite tale; sometimes it 
playeth in w’ords and phrases, taking advantage from the ambiguity 
of their sense, or the affinity of their sound : sometimes it is wrapped 
in a dress of humourous expression : sometimes it lurketh under an 
odd similitude r sometimes it is lodged in a sly question, in a smart 
answer, in a quirkish reason, in a shrewd intimation, in cunningly 
diverting or cleverly retorting an objection : sometimes it is couched 
in a bold scheme of speech, in a tart irony, in a lusty hyperbole, in 
a startling metaphor, in a plausible reconciling of contradictions, or 
in acute nonsense ; sometimes a scenical representation of persons 
or things, a counterfeit speech, a mimical look or gesture, passeth 
for it : sometimes an affected simplicity, sometimes a presumptuous 
bluntness giveth it being : sometimes it riseth only from a lucky 
hitting upon what is strange ; sometimes from a crafty wresting 
obvious matter to the purpose. Often it consisteth in one knows 
not what, and spriiigeth up one can hardly tell how. Its ways are 
unaccountable, and inexplicable ; being answerable to the number- 
less rovings of fancy, and windings of language. It is, in short, a 
manner of speaking out of the simple and plain way, (such as reason 
teacheth and proveth things by,) which by a pretty surprising un- 
couthness in conceit or expression doth affect and amuse the fancy, 
stirring in it some wonder, and breeding some delight . thereto. It 
raiseth admiration, as signifying a nimble sagacity of apprehension, 
a special felicity of invention, a vivacity of spirit, and reach of wit 
more than vulgar ; it seeming to argue a rare quickness of parts, 
that one can fetch in remote conceits applicable; a notable skill, 
that he can dextrously accommodate them to the purpose before 
him ; together with a lively briskness of humour, not apt to damp 
those sportful flashes of imagination. (Whence in Aristotle such 
persons are termed dextrous men, and evcrrpotpot, men of 

facile or versatile manners, who can easily turn themselves to all 
things, or turn all things to themselves. } It also procureth delight, 
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significant smile,) a man may collect sermons with 
intention of making himself better by them. I hope 
Mr. Beaucierk intended that some time or other that 
should be the case with him.” 

Mr. Wilkes said to me, loud enough for Dr. Johnson 
to hear, Dr. Johnson should make me a present of 
his ‘ Lives of the Poets,’ as I am a poor patriot, who 
cannot afford to buy them.” Johnson seemed to take 
no notice of this hint ; but in a little while he called 
to Mr. Dilly, “ Pray, Sir, be so good as to send a set 
of my Lives to Mr. Wilkes, with my compliments.” 
This was accordingly done; and Mr. Wilkes paid Dr. 
Johnson a visit, was courteously received, and sat with 
him a long time. 

The company gradually dropped away. Mr. Dilly 
himself was called down stairs upon business ; I left 1 
'the room for some time ; when I returned, I was struck j 
with observing Dr. Samuel Johnson and John Wilkes, 1 
Esq., literally ; for they were reclined upon 
their chairs, with their heads leaning almost close to 
each other, and talking earnestly, in a kind of confi- 
dential whisper, of the personal quarrel between George 
the Second and the King of Prussia. Such a scene i 
of perfectly easy sociality between two such opponents | 
in the war of political controversy as that which I now i 
beheld would have been an excellent subject for a ; 
picture. It presented to my mind the happy days 
w'hich are foretold in Scripture, when the lion shall lie 
down with the kid.^ 

After this day there was another pretty long interval, 

by gratifying curiosity with its rareness, as semblance of difficulty : 

(as monsters, not for their beauty, but their rarity ; as juggling 
tricks, not for their use, but their abstruseness, are beheld with | 
pleasure :) by diverting the mind from its road of serious thoughts ; j 
by instilling gaiety and airiness of spirit ; by provoking to such dis- | 
positions of spirit in way of emulation or complaisance ; and by 
seasoning matters, otherwise distasteful or insipid, with an unusual i 
and thence grateful tang.” ; 

1 When I mentioned this to the Bishop of Killaloe, “With the 
said his Lordship. Such, however, was the engaging polite- 
ness and pleasantry of Mr. Wilkes, and sucli the social good humour 
of the Bishop, that when they dined together at Mr. Dilly’s, where 
J also was they were mutually agreeable. 
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during which Dr. Johnson and I did not meet. When 
I mentioned it to him with regret, he was pleased to 
say, “ Then, Sir, let us live double.’' 

About this time it was much the fashion for several 
ladies to have evening assemblies, where the fair sex 
might participate in conversation with literary and 
ingenious men, animated by a desire to please. These 
societies were denominated Blue-siocking Chibs, the 
origin of which title, being little known, it may be 
worth while to relate it One of the most eminent 
members of those societies, when they first commenced, 
was Mr. Stillingfleet,^ whose dress was remarkably 
grave, and in particular it was observed that he wmre 
blue stockings. Such was the excellence of his con- 
versation that his absence was felt as so great a loss 
that it used to be said, We can do nothing without 
the blue-stockings ; ” and thus by degrees the title was 
established. Miss Hannah More has admirably de- 
scribed a Bluestocking Chib in her Bas Bleu,'' a poem 
in which many of the persons who were most con- 
spicuous there are mentioned, 

Johnson was prevailed with to come sometimes into 
these circles, and did not think himself too grave even 
for the lively Miss Monckton (now Countess of Corke), 
who used to have the finest bit of blue at the house of 
her mother, Lady Galway. Her vivacity enchanted 
the Sage, and they used to talk together with all 
imaginable ease. A singular instance happened one 
evening, when she insisted that some of Sterne’s 
writings were very pathetick. Johnson bluntly denied it. 
“ I am sure (said she) they have affected mel' — “ Why 
(said Johnson, smiling, and rolling himself about,) 
that is, because, dearest, you’re a dunce,” When she 
sometime afterwards mentioned this to him, he said 
with equal truth and politeness; ‘‘Madam, if I had 
thought so, I certainly should not have said it.” 

Another evening Johnson’s kind indulgence towards 
me had a pretty difficult trial. I had dined at the 
Duke of Montrose’s with a very agreeable party, and 

1 Mr. Benjamin Stillingfleet, authour of tracts relating to natural 
history, &c. 
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Ms Grace, according to Ms usual custom, had circulated 
the bottle very freely; Lord Graham and I went 
together to Miss Monckton’s, where I certainly was in 
extraordinary spirits, and above all fear or awe. In 
the midst of a great number of persons of the first 
rank, amongst whom I recollect with confusion a 
noble lady of the most stately decorum, I placed 
myself next to Johnson, and thinking myself now 
fully his match, talked to him in a loud and boisterous 
manner, desirous to let the company know how I 
could contend with Ajax. I particularly remember 
pressing him upon the value of the pleasures of the ; 
imagination, and, as an illustration of my argument, | 
asking him, ‘‘What, Sir, supposing I were to fancy 

that the (naming the most charming Duchess in 

his Majesty’s dominions) were in love with me, should 
I not be very happy ? ” My friend with much address 
evaded my interrogatories, and kept me as quiet as 
possible ; but it may easily be conceived how he must 
have felt.^ However, when a few days afterwards I 

1 Next day I endeavoured to give what had happened the most ! 
ingenious turn I could by the following verses ; i 

To THE Honourable Miss Monckton. : 

Not that with th’ excellent Montrose i 

I had the happiness to dine ; [ 

Not that I late from table rose, | 

From Graham’s wit, from generous wine. 

It was not these alone which led ; 

On sacred manners to encroach ; | 

And made me feel what most I dread, 

Johnson’s just frown, and self-reproach. 

But when I enter’d, not abash’d, 

From your bright eyes were shot such rays, 

At once intoxication flash’d, 

And all my frame was in a blaze ! 

But not a brilliant blaze I own, | 

Of the dull smoke I’m yet asham’d ; i 

I was a dreary ruin grown, I 

And not enlighten’d though inflam’d. 

Victim at once to wine and love, 

I hope, Maria, you’ll forgive ; 

While I invoke the powers above, 

The lady was generously forgiving, returned me an obliging 
answer, and I thus obtained an Afc? Oblivion , and took care 
never to offend again. 
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waited upon him and made an apology, he behaved 
with the most friendly gentleness. 

While I remained in London this year, Johnson 
and I dined together at several places. I recollect a 
placid day at Dr. Butter’s, who had now removed 
from Derby to Lower Grosvenor-streetj London; but 
of his conversation on that and other occasions during 
this period I neglected to keep any regular record, 
and shall therefore insert here some miscellaneous 
articles which I find in my Johnsonian notes. 

His disorderly habits, when making provision for 
the day that was passing over him,” appear from the 
following anecdote, communicated to me by Mr. John 
Nichols : — In the year 1763, a young bookseller, who 
was an apprentice to Mr. Whiston, waited on him with 
a subscription to his ‘ Shakspeare : ’ and observing 
that the Doctor made no entry in any book of the 
subscriber’s name, ventured diffidently to ask whether 
he would please to have the gentleman’s address, that 
it might be properly inserted in the printed list of sub- 
scribers. — ‘ I shall print no List of Subscribers^ said 
Johnson, with great abruptness: but almost immedi- 
ately recollecting himself, added, very complacently, 

* Sir, I have two very cogent reasons for not print- 
ing any list of subscribers ; — one, that I have lost 
all the names, — the other, that I have spent all the 
money.” 

Johnson could not brook appearing to be worsted 
in argument, even when he had taken the wnong side, 
to shew the force and dexterity of his talents. When, 
therefore, he perceived that his opponent gained 
ground, he had recourse to some sudden mode of 
robust sophistry. Once when I was pressing upon 
him with visible advantage, he stopped me thus — 

My dear Boswell, let’s have no more of this; you’ll 
make not’ning of it. I’d rather have you whistle a 
Scotch tune.” 

Gare, how^ever, must be taken to distinguish between 
Johnson when he ^' talked for victory,” and Johnson 
when he had no desire but to inform and illustrate. — ■ 

One of Johnson’s principal talents (says an eminent 
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friend of his) ^ was shewn in maintaining the wrong 
side of an argument, and in a splendid perversion of the 
truth, — If you could contrive to have his fair opinion 
on a subject, and without any bias from personal 
prejudice, or from a wish to be victorious in argument, 
it was wisdom itself, not only convincing, but over- 
powering.” 

He had, however, all his life habituated himself to 
consider conversation as a trial of intellectual vigour 
and skill; and to this I think we may venture to 
ascribe that unexampled richness and brilliancy which 
appeared in his own. As a proof at once of his eager- 
ness for colloquial distinction, and his high notion of 
this eminent friend, he once addressed him thus : 

^ we now have been several hours together; 

and you have said but one thing for which I envied 
you.” 

He disliked much all speculative desponding con- 
siderations, which tended to discourage men from dili- 
gence and exertion. He was in this like Dr. Shaw, 
the great traveller, who, Mr. Daines Barrington told 
me, used to say, I hate a aii bo7io man.” Upon 
being asked by a friend wbat he should think of a 
man who w^as apt to say non est tanti That he’s a 
stupid fellow. Sir, (answered Johnson): What would 
these tanti men be doing the while ? ” When I in a 
low-spirited fit was talking to him with indifference of 
the pursuits which generally engage us in a course of 
action, and enquiring a reason for taking so much 
trouble; “Sir, (said he, in an animated tone) it is 
driving on the system of life.” 

He told me tfiat he was glad that I had, by General 
Oglethorpe’s means, become acquainted with Dr. 
Shebbeare. Indeed that gentleman, whatever objec- 
tions were made to him, had knowledge and abilities 
much above the class of ordinary writers, and deserves 
to be remembered as a respectable name in literature, 
were it only for his admirable “ Letters on the English 
Nation,” under the name of “ Battista Angeloni, a 
Jesuit”''^'^..,: ■ 

ii 1 [The late Right Hon. William Gerrard Hamilton.— M.j 
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Johnson and Shebbeare ^ were frequently named 
together, as having in former reigns had no predilec- 
tion for the family of Hanover. The authour of the 
celebrated “ Heroick Epistle to Sir William Chambers ” 
introduces them in one line, in a list of those “ who 
tasted the sweets of his present Majesty’s reign.” 
Such was Johnson’s candid relish of the merit of that 
satire that he allowed Dr. Goldsmith, as he told me, 
to read it to him from beginning to end, and did not 
refuse his praise to its execution. 

Goldsmith could sometimes take adventurous liber- 
ties with him, and escape unpunished. Beauclerk 
told me that when Goldsmith talked of a project 
for having a third Theatre in London solely for the 
exhibition of new plays, in order to deliver authours 
from the supposed tyranny of managers, Johnson 
treated it slightingly, upon which Goldsmith said, 

Ay, ay, this may be nothing to you, who can now 
shelter yourself behind the corner of a pension ; ” and 
Johnson bore this with good-humour. 

Johnson praised the Earl of Carlisle’s Poems, which 
his Lordship had published with his name, as not dis- 
daining to be a candidate for literary fame. My friend 
was of opinion that when a man of rank appeared in 
that character he deserved to have his merit hand- 
somely allowed. ^ In this I think he was more liberal 

1 I recollect a ludicrous paragraph in the news-papers, that the 
King had pensioned both a iT<2-bear and a 5 //t'-bear. 

2 Men of rank and fortune, however, should be pretty w'ell assured 
of having a real claim to the approbation of the publick, as writers, 
before they venture to stand forth. Dry den, in his preface to “ All 
for Love,” thus expresses himself : 

“ Men of pleasant conversation (at least esteemed so) and endued 
with a trifling kind of fancy, perhaps helped out by a smattering of 
Latin, are ambitious to distinguish themselves from the herd of 
gentlemen by their poetry ; 

‘ Rarus enim ferme sensus cmmmnzs in ilia 
Fortuna .’ — ~ 

And is not this a wretched affectation, not to be contented with 
what fortune has done for them, and sit down quietly with their 
estates, but they must call their wits in question, and needlessly 
expose their nakedness to publick view? Not considering that they 
are not to expect the same approbation from sober men which they 
have found from their flatterers after the third bottle: If a little 
glittering in discourse has passed them on us for witty men, where 

VOL. II. R 
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than Mr. William Whitehead, in his Elegy to Lord 
Villiers,” in which, under the pretext of superiour 
toils demanding all their care,” he discovers a jealousy 
of the great paying their court to the Muses : 

— — IQ the chosen few 

Who dare excel, thy fosthing aid aiford, 

Their arts, their magick powers, with honours, due 
Exalt ; — but be thyself what they record.” 

Johnson had called twice on the Bishop of Killaloe 
before his Lordship set out for Ireland, having missed 
him the first time. He said, “It would have hung 
heavy on my heart if I had not seen him. No man 
ever paid more attention to another than he has done 
to me ; ^ and I have neglected him, not wilfully, but 
from being otherwise occupied. Always, Sir, set a 
high value on spontaneous kindness. He whose in- 
clination prompts him to cultivate your friendship of 

was the necessity of undeceiving the world ? Would a man who 
has an ill title to an estate, but yet is in possession of it, would he 
bring it out of his own accord to be tried at Westminster? We who 
write, if we want the talents, yet have the excuse that we do it for 
a poor subsistence; but what can be urged in their defence who, 
not having the vocation of poverty to scribble, out of mere wanton- 
ness take pains to make themselves ridiculous ? Horace was cer- 
tainly in the right where he said, ‘ That no man is satisfied with his 
own condition. ' A Poet is not pleased because he is not rich ; and 
the rich are discontented because the poets will not admit them of 
their number. ” 

^ This gave me very great pleasure, for there had been once a 
pretty smart altercation between Dr. Barnard and him upon a 
question whether a man could improve himself after the age of 
forty-five ; when Johnson in a hasty humour expressed himself in 
a manner not quite civil. Dr. Barnard made it the subject of a 
copy of pleasant verses, in which he supposed himself to learn 
diferent perfections from different men. They concluded With 
delicate irony : 

“Johnson shall teach me how to place 
In fairest light each borrow'd grace ; 

From him I'll learn to write : 

Copy his clear familiar style, 

And by the roughness of his file 
Grow, like kimse^f, polite,” 

I know not whether Johnson ever saw the Poem, but I had occasion 
to find thaffB.^fer. Barnard arid he knew each other better their 
mutual regjfifqf'Increased. 
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his own accord will love you more than one w^hom 
you have been at pains to attach to you*” 

Johnson told me that he was once much pleased 
to find that a carpenter who lived near him was very 
ready to shew him some things in his business which 
he wished to see : “ It was paying (said he) respect to 
literature.” . 

I asked him if he was not dissatisfied with having so 
small a share of wealth, and none of those distinctions 
ill the state which are the objects of ambition. He 
had only a pension of three hundred a year. \k"hy 
was he not in such circumstances as to keep his coach ? 
Why had he not some considerable office ? Johnson. 
^‘ Sir, I have never complained of the vrorld ; nor do 
I think that I have reason to complain. It is rather 
to be wondered at that I have so much. My pension 
is more out of the usual course of things than any 
instance that I have known. Here, Sir, was a man 
avowedly no friend to Government at the time who 
got a pension without asking for it. I never courted 
the great ; they sent for me ; but I think they now 
give me up. They are satisfied : they have seen 
enough of me.” Upon my observing that I could not 
believe this ; for they must certainly be highly pleased 
by bis conversation ; conscious of his own superiority, 
he answered, “ No, Sir ; great Lords and great Ladies 
don’t love to have their mouths stopped.” This was 
very expressive of the effect which the force of his 
understanding and brilliancy of his fancy could not 
but produce; and, to be sure, they must have found 
themselves strangely diminished in his company. When 
I warmly declared how happy I was at all times to 
hear him Yes, Sir, (said he) ; but if you were Lord 
Chancellor, it would not be so : you would then con- 
sider your own dignity.” 

There was much truth and knowledge of human 
nature in this remark. But certainly one should think 
that in whatever elevated state of life a man who knem 
the value of the conversation of Johnson might be 
placed, though he might prudently avoid a situation in 
which he might appear lessened by comparison ; yet 
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he would frequently gratify himself in private with the 
participation of the rich intellectual entertainment 
which Johnson could furnish. Strange, however, is it 
to consider how few of the great sought his society ; 
so that if one were disposed to take occasion for satire 
on that account very conspicuous objects present 
themselves. His noble friend, Lord Elibank, well 
observed that if a great man procured an interview 
with Johnson, and did not wish to see him more, it 
shewed a mere idle curiosity, and a wretched want of 
relish for extraordinary powers of mind. Mrs. Thraie 
justly and wittily accounted for such conduct by saying 
that Johnson’s conversation was by much too strong for 
a person accustomed to obsequiousness and flattery ; 
it was mustard in a young child s mouth I 

One day, when I told him that I was a zealous 
Tory, but not enough “according to knowdedge,” and 
should be obliged to him for “ a reason,” he was so 
candid, and expressed himself so well, that I begged 
of him to repeat what he had said, and I wrote down 
as follows : 


Of Tory and Whig. 

“ A wise Tory and a wise Whig, I believe, will agree. 
Their principles are the same, though their modes of 
thinking are different. A high Tory makes government 
unintelligible : it is lost in the clouds. A violent Whig 
makes it impracticable : he is for allowing so much 
liberty to every man that there is not power enough 
to govern any man. The prejudice of the Tory is for 
establishment; the prejudice of the Whig is for in- 
novation. A Tory does not wish to give more real 
power to Government; but that Government should 
have more reverence. Then they differ as to the 
church. The Tory is not for giving more legal power 
to the Clergy, but wishes they should have a consider- 
able influence, founded on the opinion of mankind: 
the Whig is for limiting . and watching them with a 
narrow jealousy.” 
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To Mr. Perkins. 


“sir, 

“ However often I have seen you, I have hither- 
to forgotten the note, but I have now sent it : with 
my good wishes for the prosperity of you and your 
partner,^ of whom, from our short conversation, I could 
not judge otherwise than favourably. 

“ I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 


“June 2, 1781." 


On Saturday, June 2, I set out for Scotland, and 
had promised to pay a visit, in my way, as I some- 
times did, at Southill, in Bedfordshire, at the hos- 
pitable mansion of ’Squire Billy, the elder brother of 
my worthy friends, the booksellers, in the Poultry. 
Dr. Johnson agreed to be of the party this year, with 
Mr. Charles Billy and me, and to go and see Lord 
Bute’s seat at Luton Hoe. He talked little to us in 
the carriage, being chiefly occupied in reading Br. 
Watson’s ^ second volume of “ Chemical Essays,” which 
he liked very well, and his own “ Prince of Abyssinia,” 
on which he seemed to be intensely fixed; having 
told us that he had not looked at it since it was first 
published. I happened to take it out of my pocket 
this day, and he seized upon it with avidity. He 
pointed out to me the following remarkable passage : 
“ By what means (said the prince) are the Europeans 
thus powerful ; or why, since they can so easily visit 
xAsia and Africa for trade or conquest, cannot the 

^ Mr. Barclay, a descendant of Robert Barclay, of Ury, the cele- 
brated apologist of the people called Quakers, and remarkable for 
maintaining the principles of his venerable progenitor, with as much 
of the elegance of modern manners as is consistent with primitive 
simplicity. 

2 Now Bishop of Llandaff, one of the/oor^jr/ Bishopricks in tin's 
Kingdom. His Lordship has written with much zeal to shew the 
propriety of equalizing the revenues of Bishops. He has informed 
us that he has burnt all his Chemical papers. The friends of our 
excellent constitution, now assailed on every .side by innovators and 
levellers, would have less regretted the suppression of some of his 
Lordship’s other writings. 
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Asiaticks and Africans invade their coasts, plant 
colonies ^ in their ports, and give laws to their natural 
princes ? The same wind that carried them back 
would bring us thither.’ They are more powerful, 
Sir, than we, (answered Imlac,) because they are 
wiser. Knowledge will always predominate over 
ignorance, as man governs the other animals. But 
why their knowledge is more than ours I know not 
what reason can be given, but the unsearchable will of 
the Supreme Being.” He said, “ This, Sir, no man 
can explain otherwise.” 

We stopped at Welwin, where I wished much to 
see, in company with Johnson, the residence of the 
authour of “Night Thoughts,” which was then pos- 
sessed] by his son, Mr. Young. Here some address 
was requisite, for I was not acquainted with Mr. 
Young, and had I proposed to Dr.- Johnson that we 
should send to him he would have checked my wish, 
and perhaps been offended. I therefore concerted 
with Mr. Dilly that I should steal away from Dr. 
Johnson and him, and try what reception I could 
procure from Mr. Young j if unfavourable, nothing 
was to be said; but if agreeable, I should return and 
notify it to them. I hastened to Mr. Young’s, found 
he was at home, sent in word that a gentleman desired 
to wait upon him, and was shewn into a parlour, 
where he and a young lady, his daughter, were sitting. 
He appeared to be a plain, civil, country gentleman ; 
and when I begged pardon for presuming to trouble 
him, but that I wished much to see his place, if he 
would give me leave; he behaved very courteously, 
and answered, “By all means, Sir; we are just going 
to drink tea ; will you sit down ? ” I thanked him, 
but said that Dr. Johnson had come with me from 
London, and I must return to the inn to drink tea 
with him ; that my name -vvas Boswell, I had travelled 
\vith him in the Hebrides, , “ Sir, (said he,) I should 
think it a great honour to see Dr. Johnson here. 
Will you allow me to send for him ?” Availing 

^^{The Phoenieians and' Gartiiaginians plant colonies in 
Europe. —Kearney.] 
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myself of this opening, I said that I would go my- 
self and bring him when he had drunk tea ; he knew 
nothing of my calling here.” Having been thus 
successful, I hastened back to the inn, and informed 
Dr, Johnson that Mr. Young, son of Dr. Young, the 
authour of ‘ Night Thoughts,' whom I had just left, 
desired to have the honour of seeing him at the house 
where his father lived.” Dr. Johnson luckily made 
no enquiry how this invitation had arisen, but agreed 
to go, and when we entered Mr. Young's parlour, he 
addressed him with a very polite bow, '‘Sir, I had a 
curiosity to come and see this place. I had the 
honour to know that great man, your father.” We 
went into the garden, where we found a gravel walk, 
on each side of which was a row of trees, planted by 
Dr. Young, which formed a handsome Gothick arch ; 

Dr. Johnson called it a fine grove. I beheld it with 
reverence. 

We sat some time in the summer-house, on the 
outside wall of which was inscribed, “ m 

horto audiehatit voceni Dei ^ and in reference ^ to a 
brook by which it is situated, " Vivendi rede qtii pro- 
rogat horamP &c. I said to Mr. Young that I had 
been told his father was cheerful. “ Sir, (said he) he 
was too well-bred a man not to be cheerful in Com- 
pany; but he was gloomy when alone. He never was 
cheerful after my mother's death, and he bad met 
with many disappointments.” Dr. Johnson observed 
to me afterwards, “That this w^as no favourable ' 
account of Dr, Young; for it is not becoming in a ^ 
man to have so little acquiescence in the ways of 
Providence as to be gloomy because he has not 
obtained as much preferment as he expected ; nor to 
continue gloomy for the loss of his wife. Grief has 
its time.” The last part of this censure was theo- 
retically made. Practically^ we know that grief for 
the loss of a wife may be continued very long, in 
proportion as aifection has been sincere. No man 
knew this better than Dr. Johnson. ^ 

We went into the church and loii&d at the monu- 
ment erected by Mr. Young to his fa^^r. Mr. Young 
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mentioned an anecdote that his father had received 
several thousand pounds of subscription money for 
his “ Universal Passion,” but had lost it in the South- 
Sea.^ Dr. Johnson thought this must be a mistake ; 
for he had never seen a subscription-book. 

Upon the road we talked of the uncertainty of 
profit with which authours and booksellers engage in 
the publication of literary works. Johnson. “ My 
judgement I have found is no certain rule as to the 
sale of a book.” Boswell. Pray, Sir, have you 
been much plagued with authours sending you their 
works to revise?” Johnson. No, Sir; I have been 
thought a sour surly fellow.” Boswell. Very lucky 
for you, Sir, — in that respect.” I must, however, 
observe that, notwithstanding what he now said, which 
he no doubt imagined at the time to be the fact, there 
was, perhaps, no man who more frequently yielded 
to the solicitations even of very obscure authours to 
read their manuscripts, or more liberally assisted them 
with advice and correction. 

He found himself very happy at ’Squire Dilly’s, 
where there is always abundance of excellent fare, 
and hearty welcome. 

On Sunday, June 3, we all went to Southill church, 
which is very near to Mr. Dilly’s house. It bei^ig the 
first Sunday of the month, the holy sacrament was 
administered, and I stayed to partake of it. When 
I came afterwards into Dr. Johnson’s room he said, 
‘‘You did right to stay and receive the communion; 
I had not thought of it.” • This seemed to imply that 
he did not choose to approach the altar without a 
previous preparation, as to which good men entertain 
different opinions, some holding that it is irreverent 
to partake of that ordinance without considerable pre- 
meditation ; others, that whoever is a sincere Christian, 
and in a proppr frame of mind to discharge any other 
ritual duty of our religion, may, without scruple, dis- 
charge this most solemn one. A middle notion I 

^ [This assertion is .disproved by a comparison of dates. The 
first four satires were published in 1725 ; the South-sea 


1781 UNCERTAINTY GF IMPRESSIONS 4S9 

believe to be the just one, which is that commmih 
cants need not think a long train of preparatory forms 
indispensably necessary ; but neither should they 
rashly and lightly venture upon so awful and mysteri- 
ous an institution. . Christians must judge, each for 
himself, w^hat degree of retirement and self-examina- 
tion is necessary upon each occasion. 

Being in a frame of mind which, I hope for the 
felicity of human nature, many experience, — in fine 
weather, — at the country-house of a friend, — consoled 
and elevated by pious exercises, — I expressed myself 
with an unrestrained fervour to my “ Guide, Philo- 
sopher, and Friend ; ” “ My dear Sir, I would fain be 
a good man ; and I am very good now. I fear God, 
and honour the King ; I wish to do no ill, and to be 
benevolent to all mankind.” He looked at me with 
a benignant indulgence; .but took occasion to give 
me wise and salutary caution. “Do not, Sir, accustom * 
yourself to trust to impressions. There is a middle 
state of mind betw^een conviction and hypocrisy, of 
which many are unconscious. By trusting to impres- 
sions a man may gradually come to yield to them, and 
at length be subject to them, so as not to be a free 
agent, or, what is the same thing in effect, to suppose 
that he is not a free agent. A man who is in that 
state should not be suffered to live ; if he declares he 
cannot help acting in a particular way, and is irre- 
sistibly impelled, there can be no confidence in him, 
no more than in a tiger. But, Sir, no man believes 
himself to be impelled irresistibly; we know that he 
who says he believes it, lies. Favourable impressions 
at particular moments as to the state of our souls may 
be deceitful and dangerous. In general no man can 
be sure of his acceptance with God; some, indeed, 
may have had it. revealed to them. St. Paul, who 
wrought miracles, may have M4d;a miracle wrought on 
himself, and may have obtained supernatural assurance 
of pardon, and mercy, and beatitude; yet St. Paul, 
though he expresses strong hope, also expresses fear, 
lest, havine preached to others, he himself should be 
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The opinion of a learned Bishop of our acquaint- 
ance, as to there being merit in religious faith, being 
mentioned; — Johnson. Why, yes, Sir, the most 

licentious man, were hell open before him, would 
not take the most beautiful strumpet to , his arms. 
T must, as the Apostle says, live by faith, not by 
\ight.” ^ ■ 

I talked to him of original sin,^ in consequence of 
the fall of man, and of the atonement made by our 
Saviour. After some conversation, which he desired 
me to remember, he, at my request, dictated to me as 
follows : 

With respect to original sin, the enquiry is not 
necessary ; for whatever is the cause of human cor- 
ruption, men are evidently and confessedly so corrupt 
. that all the laws of heaven and earth are insufficient 
to restrain them from crimes. 

Whatever difficulty there may be in the conception 
of vicarious punishments, it is an opinion which has 
had possession of mankind in all ages. • There is no 
nation that has not used the practice of sacrifices. 
Whoever, therefore, denies the propriety of vicarious 
punishments holds an opinion which the sentiments 
and practice of mankind have contradicted from the 
beginning of the world. The great sacrifice for the 
sins of mankind was offered at the death of the Mes- 
siah, who is called in scripture ‘ The Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sins of the world.’ To judge of 
the reasonableness of the scheme of redemption, it 
must be considered as necessary to the government 
of the universe that God should make knowm his per- 
petual and irreconcileable detestation of moral evil. He 

^ ^ Dr.^ Ogden, in his second sermon “ On the Articles of the Chris- 
tian Faith,” with admirable acuteiiess thus addresses the opposers 
of that Doctrine, which accounts for the' confusion, sin, and misery 
which we find in this life would be severe in God, you think, 
to degrade us to such a sad kate. as this for the offence of our first 
parents : but you can allow" him to us in it without any induce- 
ment Are our calamities lessened for not being ascribed to Adam ? 
If your condition be unhappy, is it not still unhappy, whatever was 
^ the occasion? with the aggravation of this reflection, that if it was 

a'OOd. if wa« at fircit HAcicrnfaH thprp cPAmc in CAmpwhat flip 
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might indeed punish, and punish only the offenders; 
hut as the end of punishment is not revenge of 
crimes, but propagation of virtue, it was more be- 
coming the Divine clemency to find another manner 
of proceeding, less destmctive to man, and at least 
equally powerful to promote goodness. The end of 
punishment is to reclaim and warn. punishment 

will both reclaim and warn which shews evidently such 
abhorrence of sin in God as may deter us from it, or 
strike us with dread of vengeance when we have com- 
mitted it. This is effected by vicarious punishment. 
Nothing could more testify the opposition between 
the nature of God and moral evil, or more amply 
display his justice to men and angels, to all orders 
and successions of beings, than that it wvas necessary 
for the highest and purest nature, even for Divinity 
itself, to pacify the demands of vengeance by a painful 
death; of which the natural effect will be that, when 
justice is appeased, there is a proper place Ibr the 
exercise of mercy; and that such propitiation shall 
supply, in some degree, the imperfections of our 
obedience and the inefficacy of our repentance : for 
obedience, and repentance, such as we can perform, 
are still necessary. Our Saviour has told us that he 
did not come to destroy the law but to fulfil • to ful- 
fil the typical law by the performance of what those 
types had foreshewn ; and the moral law by precepts 
of greater purity and higher exaltation.” 

[Here he said, “ God bless you with it.” I acknow- 
ledged myself much obliged to him ; but I begged 
that he would go on as to the propitiation being the 
chief object of our most holy faith. He then dictated 
this one other paragraph.] 

“ The peculiar doctrine of Christianity is that df an 
universal sacrifice, and perpetual propitiation. Other 
prophets only proclaimed the Will and the threatenings 
of God. Christ satisfied his justice.” . 

The Reverend Mr. Palmer,^ Fellow, of Queen’s 

^ This unfortunate person, whose full name was Thomas Fysche 
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College, Cambridge, dined with us. He expressed 
a wish that a better provision were made for parish- 
clerks. Johnson. ‘‘Yes, Sir, a parish-clerk should be 
a man who is able to make a will or write a letter for 
any body in the parish.” 

I mentioned Lord Monboddo’s notion^ that the 
ancient Egyptians, with all their learning, and all 
their arts, were not only black, but woolly-haired, 
Mr. Palmer asked how did it appear upon examining 
the mummies ? Dr. J ohnson approved of this test 

Although upon most occasions I never heard a more 
strenuous advocate for the advantages of w^ealth than 
Dr. Johnson, he this day, I know not from \vhat 
caprice, took the other side. “ I have not observed 
(said he) that men of very large fortunes enjoy any 
thing extraordinary that makes happiness. What has 
the Duke of Bedford? What has the Duke of Devon- 
shire ? The only great instance that I have ever 
known of the enjoyment of wealth was that of Jamaica 
Dawkins, who going to visit Palmyra, and hearing that 
the way was infested by robbers, hired a troop of 
Turkish horse to guard him.” 

Dr. Gibbons, the Dissenting minister, being men- 
tioned, he said, “ I took to Dr. Gibbons.” And ad- 
dressing himself to Mr. Charles Dilly, added, “ I shall 

Unitarians, from a notion that they distinctively worship one God. 
because they ofewy the mysterious doctrine of the Teinity, They 
do not advert that the great body of the Christian Church in main- 
taining that mystery maintain also the Unity of the Godhead ; the 
“ Trinity in Unity ! — three persons and one God." The Church 
humbly adores the Divinity as exhibited in the holy Scriptures. 
The Unitarian sect vainly presumes to comprehend and define the 
Almighty. Mr. Palmer, having heated his mind with political 
speculations, became so much dissatisfied with our excellent Con- 
stitution as to compose, publish, and circulate writings which were 
found to be so seditious and dangerous that, upon being found 
guilty by a Jury, the Court of Justiciary in Scotland sentenced him 
to transportation for fourteen years. Aloud clamour against this 
sentence was made by some Members of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment ; but both Houses approved of it by a great majority ; and he 
was conveyed to the settlement for convicts in New South Wales. 
ijli'PMr. T. F. Palmer was of Queen’s College, in Cambridge, where 
. he took the degree of Master of Arts in 1772, and that of S. T. B, 
He died on his return from Botany Bay, in the year 1803. 

■■■ , ,, ■ . . 

Taken from Herodotus. 
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be glad to see him. Tell him, if he^ll call on me, and 
dawdle over a dish of tea in an afternoon, I shall take 
it kind,” 

The 'Reverend Mr. Smith, Vicar of Southill, a very 
respectable man, with a very agreeable family, sent an 
invitation to us to drink tea. I remarked Dr. John- 
son's very respectful politeness. Though always fond 
of changing the scene, he said, We must have Mr. 
Billy’s leave. We cannot go from your house. Sir, 
without your permission.” We all \vent, and were well 
satisfied with our visit. I however remember nothing 
particular, except a nice distinction which Dr. Johnson 
made with respect to the power of memory, maintain- 
ing that forgetfulness was a man’s own fault. “To 
remember and to recollect (said he) are different 
things. A man has not the power to recollect what 
is not in his mind ; but when a thing is in his mind 
he may remember it.” 

The remark was occasioned by my leaning back on 
a chair, which a little before I had perceived to be 
broken, and pleading forgetfulness as an excuse. “ Sir, 
(said he,) its being broken was certainly in your mind.” 

When I observed that a housebreaker was in general 
very timorous; — Johnson. “No wonder, Sir; he is 
afraid of being shot getting into a house, or hanged 
when he has got out of it” 

He told us that he had in one day written six sheets 
of a translation from the French ; adding, “ I should 
be glad to see it now. I wish that I had copies of all 
the pamphlets -written against me, as it is said Pope 
had. Had I known that I should make so much noise 
in the world I should have been at pains to collect 
them. I believe there is hardly a day in which there 
is not something about me in the news-papers.” 

On Monday, June 4, we all went to Luton-Hoe, to 
see Lord Bute’s magnificent seat, for w'hich I had 
obtained a ticket. As we entered the park, I talked 
in a high style of my old friendship with Lord Mount- 
stuart, and said, “ I shall probably be- much at this 
place.” The Sage, aware of human vicissitudes, gently 
checked me : “ Don’t you be too sure of that.” He 
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made two or three peculiar observations ; as when 
shewn the botanical garden, “ Is not tmrv garden a 
botanical garden?” When told that there was a 
shrubbery to the extent of several miles : “ That is 
making a very foolish use of the ground ; a little 
of it is very well.” When it was proposed' that we 
should w^alk on the pleasure-ground ; “ Don’t let us 
fatigue ourselves. Why should we walk there ? Here’s 
a fine tree, let’s get to the top of it.” But upon the 
whole he was very much pleased. He said, “ This is 
one of the places I do not regret having come to see. 
It is a very stately place indeed ; in the house magni- 
ficence is not sacrificed to convenience, nor conveni- 
ence to magnificence. The library is very splendid ; the 
dignity of the rooms is very great ; and the quantity 
of pictures is beyond expectation, beyond hope.” 

It happened without any previous concert that we 
visited the seat of Lord Bute upon the King’s birthday ; 
we dined and drank his Majesty’s health at an inn, in 
the village of Luton. 

In the evening I put him in mind of his promise to 
favour me with a copy of bis celebrated Letter to the 
Earl of Chesterfield, and he was at last pleased to 
comply with this earnest request, by dictating it to 
me from his memory ; for he believed that he himself 
had no copy. There was an animated glow in his 
countenance w^hile he thus recalled his high-minded 
indignation. 

He laughed heartily at a ludicrous action in the 
Court of Session, in which I was Counsel. The Society 
of ProairatorSy or Attorneys, entitled to practise in the 
inferiour courts at Edinburgh, had obtained a royal 
charter, in which they had taken care to have their 
ancient designation of Procurators changed into that 
of Solmfors, fxoxn a notion, as they supposed, that it 
W3.S more ^euteel; and this new title they displayed by 
a publick advertisement for a GeueraJ Meetmg at their 
Hall*'..' 

It has been, said that the Scottish nation is not dis- 
tinguished for humour ; and, indeed, what happened 
on this occasion may in some degree justify the remark ; 
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for although this society had contrived to roakc^ them- 
selves a very prominent object for the ridicule of such 
as might stoop to it, the only joke to which it gave 
rise \vas the following paragraph, sent to the news- 
paper called . The Cakdoman Mercury T 

“ A correspondent informs us that the Worshipful 
Society of Chaldeans^ Cadies, or Running-Statmiers of 
this city are resolved, in imitation, and encouraged by 
the singular success of their brethren, of : an 

Society, to apply for a Charter of their Privi- 
leges, particularly of the sole privilege of procuring, 
in the most extensive sense of the word, exclusive of 
chairmen, porters, penny-post men, and othex hiferiour 
ranks ; their brethren the R — y — l S — ll — rs, alias 
p — c — RS, before the inferiour Courts of this City, 
always excepted. 

‘‘ Should the Worshipful Society be successful, they 
are farther resolved not to be f tiffed tip thereby, but 
to demean themselves with more equanimity and 
decency than their R-y-l, learned, and very modest 
brethren above mentioned have done, upon their late 
dignification and exaltation.” 

A majority of the members of the Society prosecuted 
Mr. Robertson, the publisher of the paper, for damages ; 
and the first judgement of the whole Court very wisely 
dismissed the action: Solventur risti tabulee, tii missus 
abibis. But a new trial or review was granted upon a 
petition, ‘ according to the forms in Scotland. This 
petition I was engaged to answer, and Dr. Johnson, 
with great alacrity, furnished me this evening with 
what follows : 

All injury is either of the person, the fortune, or 
the fame. Now it is a certain thing, it is proverbially 
known, that a Jest breaks no bones. They never have 
gained half-a-crown less in the whole profession since 
this mischievous paragraph has appeared; and, as to 
their reputation, What is their reputation but an instru- 
ment of getting money ? If, therefore, they have lost 
no money, the question upon reputation may be an- 
swered by a very old ^Q^\^iQn,—I)e minimis non curat 
Prmtor, 
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Whether there was, or was not, an animus injuriandi 
is not worth enquiring if no injuria can be proved. 
But the truth is there was no animus injuriandi. It 
was only an animus irritandi^ which, happening to 
be exercised upon a gsmis irriiabik, produced unex- 
pected violence of resentment. Their irritability arose 
only from an opinion of their own importance, and 
their delight in their new exaltation. What might 
have been borne by a Procurator could not be borne 
hy Si Solicitor. Your Lordships well know that honores 
mutant mores. Titles and dignities play strongly on 
the fancy. As a madman is apt to think himself grown 
suddenly great, so he that grows suddenly great is apt 
to borrow a little from the madman. To co-operate 
with their resentment would be to promote their 
phrenzy; nor is it possible to guess to what they 
might proceed if to the new title of Solicitor should 
be added the elation of victory and triumph. 

‘‘We consider your Lordships as the protectors of 
our rights, and the guardians of our virtues ; but 
believe it not included in your high office that you 
should flatter our vices or solace our vanity ; and, as 
vanity only dictates this prosecution, it is humbly 
hoped your Lordships will dismiss it. 

“If every attempt, however light or ludicrous, to 
lessen another’s reputation is to be punished by a 
judicial sentence, what punishment can be sufficiently 
severe for him who attempts to diminish the reputa- 
tion of the Supreme Court of Justice, by reclaiming 
upon a cause already determined, without any change 
in the state of the question ? Does it not imply hopes 
that the Judges will change their opinion? Is not 
uncertainty and inconstancy in the highest degree dis- 
reputable to a Court? Does it not suppose that the 
former judgement was temerarious or negligent? Does 
it not lessen the confidence of the publick ? Will it 
not be said that jtis estaut incognitum^ aut vagum I and 
will not the consequence be didcnu^ misera est servitus ? 
Will not the rules of action be obscure ? Will not he 

^ Mr. Robertson altered this word tojocandi, he having found in 
Blackstone that to irritate is actionable. 
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who knows himself wrong to-day hope that the Courts 
of Justice will think him right to-morrow ? Surety, 
my Lords, these are attempts of dangerous tendency, 
which the Solicitors, as men versed in the law, should 
have foreseen and avoided. It was natural for an 
ignorant printer to appeal from the Lord Ordinary ; 
but from lawyers, the descendants of lawyers, who 
have practised for three hundred years, and have now 
raised themselves to a higher denomination, it might 
be expected that they should know the reverence due 
to a Judicial determination ; and, having been once 
dismissed, should sit down in silence.” 

I am ashamed to mention that the Court, by a 
plurality of voices, without having a single additional 
circumstance before them, reversed their own judge- 
ment, made a serious matter of this dull and foolish 
joke, and adjudged Mr. Robertson to pay to the 
Society five pounds (sterling money) and costs of suit. 
The decision will seem strange to English lawTers. 

On Tuesday, June 5, Johnson was to return to 
London. He was very pleasant at breakfast ; I men- 
tioned a friend of mine having resolved never to marry 
a pretty woman. Johnson. “ Sir, it is a very foolish 
resolution to resolve not to marry a pretty woman. 
Beauty is of itself very estimable. No, Sir, I would 
prefer a pretty woman, unless there are objections to 
her. A pretty woman may be foolish ; a pretty woman 
may be wicked; a pretty woman may not like me. 
But there is no such danger in marrying a pretty 
woman as is apprehended ; she will not be persecuted 
if she does not invite persecution. A pretty w^oman, 
if she has a mind to be wicked, can find a readier way 
than another ; and that is all.” 

I accompanied him in Mr. Dilly’s chaise to Shef- 
ford, where, talking of Lord Bute’s never going to 
Scotland, he said, As an Englishman, I should wish 
all the Scotch gentlemen should be educated in Eng- 
land; Scotland wmuld become a province; they would 
spend all their rents- in England.” This is a subject 
of much consequence and much delicacy. The ad- 
vantage of an English education is unquestionably 
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very great to Scotch gentlemen of talents and ambi- 
tion ; and regular visits to Scotland, and perhaps other 
means, might be effectually used to prevent them from 
being totally estranged from their native country, any 
more than a Cumberland or Northumberland gentle- 
man who has been educated in the South of England. 
I own, indeed, that it is no small misfortune for Scotch 
gentlemen who have neither talents nor ambition to 
be educated in England, where they may be perhaps 
distinguished only by a nick-name, lavish their fortune 
in giving expensive entertainments to those who laugh 
at them, and saunter about as mere idle insignificant 
hangers-on even upon the foolish great ; when, if they 
had been judiciously brought up at home, they might 
have been comfortable and creditable members of 
society. 

AtShefford I had another affectionate parting from 
my revered friend, who was taken up by the Bedford 
coach and carried to the metropolis. I went with 
Messieurs Eilly to see some friends at Bedford ; dined 
with the officers of the militia of the county, and next 
day proceeded on my journey. 


‘‘ To Bennet Langton, Esq, 

DEAR SIR, 

‘‘ How welcome your account of yourself and 
your invitation to your new house was to me I need 
not tell you, who consider our friendship not only as 
formed by choice, but as matured by time. We have 
been now long enough acquainted to have many images 
in common, and therefore to have a source of conver- 
sation which neither the learning nor the wit of a new 
companion can supply. 

“ My Lives are now published j and if you will tell 
me whither I shall send them, that they may come to 
you, I will take care that you shall not be without them. 

“ You will, perhaps, be . glad • to hear, that Mrs. 
Thrale is disincumbered of her brewhouse ; and that it 
seemed to the purchaser so far from an evil that he 
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was content to give for it an hundred and thirty-five 
thousand pounds. Is the nation ruined ? 

Please to make my respectful compliments to 
Lady Rothes, and keep me in the memory of all the 
little dear family, particularly Mrs. Jane. 

'‘I am, Sir, 

Your affectionate humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

“ Bolt-court, June 16, 1781." 

Johnson’s charity to the poor was uniform and 
extensive, both from inclination and principle. He 
not only bestowed liberally out of his own purse, but 
what is more difficult as well as rare, would beg from 
others when he had proper objects in view. This 
did judiciously as well as humanely. Mr. Philip Met- 
calfe tells me that when he has asked him for some 
money for persons in distress, and Mr. Metcalfe has 
offered what Johnson thought too much, he insisted 
on taking less, saying, “ No, no, Sir ; we must not 
pamper them.” 

I am indebted to Mr. Malone, one of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds’s executors, for the following note, wffiich was 
found among his papers after his death, and which, we 
may presume, his unafi:ected modesty prevented him 
from communicating to me with the other letters from 
Dr. Johnson with which he was pleased to furnish me. 
However slight in itself, as it does honour to that 
illustrious painter, and most amiable man, I am happy 
to introduce it. 

“ To Sir Joshua Reynolds, 

“dear SIR, 

“ It was not before yesterday that I received 
your splendid benefaction. To a hand so liberal in 
distributing, I hope nobody will envy the power of 
acquiring. I am, dear Sir, 

“Your obliged and most humble servant, 

:“.Sam.' Johnson.” J 

“ June 23, 1781.” . y ■ 

1 [The following Letter was written at this time by Johnson, on 
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“ To Thomas Astle, Esq. 

SIR, 

I AM ashamed that you have been forced to call 
so often for your books, but it has been by no fault on 
either side. They have never been out of my hands, 
nor have I ever been at home without seeing you ; for 
to see a man so skilful in the antiquities of my country 
is an opportunity of improvement not willingly to be 
missed. 

“ Your notes on Alfred^ appear to me very judicious 
and accurate, but they are too few. Many things 
familiar to you are unknown to me and to most 
others ; and you must not think too favourably of 
your readers ; by supposing them knowing, you will 
leave them ignorant. Measure of land and value of 
money it is of great importance to state with care. 
Had the Saxons any gold coin ? 

I have much curiosity after the manners and 
transactions of the middle ages, but have wanted 
either diligence or opportunity, or both. You, Sir* 

receiving from Mrs. Reynolds, sister to Sir Joshua Re3molds, a copy 
of her " Essay on Taste,” privately printed, but never published. 


“To Mrs. Frances Reynolds. 

“dearest madam, 

“There is in these [pages, or remarks,] such depth of penetra- 
tion, such nicety of observation, as Locke or Pascal might be proud 
of. This I desire you to believe is my real opinion. 

“ However, it cannot be published in its present state. Many of 
your notions seem not to be very clear in your own mind ; many 
are not sufficiently developed and e.xpanded for the common reader ; 
it wants every where to be made smoother and plainer. 

“ You may by revisal and correction make it a very elegant and a 
very curious work. 

“I am, my dearest dear, 

“ Your affectionate and obedient servant, 

“ Samuel ' Johnson. ” 

“ Bolt- court, June 28, 1781.” 


The lady to wffiom this letter was addressed, and for whom Dr. 
Johnson had a high regard, died in Westminster, at the age of 
eighty, Nov. I, 1807.— M.] 

1 The Will of King; Alfred, alluded to in this letter, from the 
original Saxon, in the library of Mr. Astle, has been printed at the 
expence of the University of Oxford. 
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have great opportunities, and I wish you both diligence 
■and success. , 


“July 17, 17S1.” 


‘'I am, Sir, &c. 

“ Sam. Johnson.'' 


The following curious anecdote I insert in Dr. 
Burney’s own words. “ Dr. Burney related to Dr. 
Johnson the partiality which his writings had excited 
in a friend of Dr. Burney's, the late Mr. Bewley, well 
known in Norfolk by the name of the Philosophei' of 
Massingham : who, from the Ramblers and Plan of his 
Dictionary, and long before the authour’s fame was 
established by the Dictionary itself, or any other work, 
had conceived such a reverence for him that he 
earnestly begged Dr. Burney to give him the cover of 
the first letter he had received from him, as a relick of 
so estimable a writer. This was in 1755. 1760, 

when Dr. Burney visited Dr. Johnson at the Temple 
in London, where he had then Chambers, he happened 
to arrive there before he was up ; and being shewn 
into the room where he was to breakfast, finding him- 
self alone, he examined the contents of the apartment, 
to try whether he could undiscovered steal any thing 
to send to his friend Bewley, as another relick of the 
admirable Dr. Johnson. But finding nothing better to 
his purpose, he cut some bristles off his hearth-broom, 
and enclosed them in a letter to his country enthusiast, 
who received them with due reverence. The Doctor 
was so sensible of the honour done him by a man of 
genius and science, to whom he was an utter stranger^ 
that he said to Dr. Burney, ‘ Sir, there is no man 
possessed of the smallest portion of modesty but must 
be flattered with the admiration of such a man. I'll 
give him a set of my Lives, if he will do me the honour 
to accept of them.’ In thjs he kept his word; and 
Dr. Burney had not only the pleasure of gratifying his 
friend with a present more worthy of his acceptance 
than the segment from the hearth-broom, but soon after 
introducing him to Dr, Johnson himself in Bolt-court, 
with whom he had the satisfaction of conversing a 
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considerable time, not a fortnight before his death; 
which happened in St. Martin’s -street, during his visit 
to Dr. Burney, in the house where the great Sir Isaac 
Newton had lived and died before.” 

In one of his little memorandum-books is the 
following minute : 

^‘August 9,3 P.M. setat. 72, in the summer-house at 
Streatham. 

“After innumerable resolutions formed and neg- 
lected, I have retired hither, to plan a life of greater 
diligence, in hope that I may yet be useful, and be 
daily better prepared to appear before my Creator and 
my Judge, from whose infinite mercy I humbly call for 
assistance and support. 

“ My purpose is, 

“To pass eight hours every day in some serious 
employment. 

“ Having prayed, I purpose to employ the next six 
weeks upon the Italian language, for my settled 
study.” 

How venerably pious does he appear in these 
moments of solitude, and how spirited are his resolu- 
tions for the improvement of his mind, even in elegant 
literature, at a very advanced period of life, and when 
afflicted with many complaints. 

In autumn he went to Oxford, Birmingham, Lich- 
field, and Ashbourne, for which very good reasons 
might be given in the conjectural yet positive manner 
of writers, who are proud to account for every event 
which they relate. He himself, however, says, “The 
f motives of my journey I hardly know ; I omitted it 
last year, and am not willing to miss it again.” ^ But 
some good considerations arise, amongst which is the 
kindly recollection of Mr. Hector, surgeon of Birming- 
ham. “Hector is likewise an old friend, the only 
companion of my childhood that passed through the 
school with me. We have always loved one another; 
perhaps we may be made better by some serious 
conversation, of which, however, I have no distinct 
hop'e.”^."' 

1 Pravers and ri o,^T 
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He says too, At Lichfield, my native place, I hope 
to shew a good example by frequent attendance on 
publick worship.” : 

My correspondence with him during the rest of this 
year was, I know not why, very scanty, and all on my 
side. I wrote him one letter to introduce Mr. Sinclair, 
(now Sir John,) the member for Caithness, to his 
acquaintance ; and informed him in another that my 
wife had again been affected with alarming symptoms 
of illness. 

In 1782 his complaints increased, and the history of 
his life this year is little more than a mournful recital 
of the variations of his illness, in the midst of which, 
however, it will appear from his letters that the powers 
of his mind were in no degree impaired. 

*‘To James Boswell, Esq. 

''dear SIR, 

'' I SIT down to answer your letter on the same 
day in which I received it, and am pleased that my 
first letter of the year is to you. No man ought to be 
at ease while he knows himself in the wrong ; and I 
have not satisfied myself with my long silence. The 
letter relating to Mr. Sinclair, however, was, I believe, 
never brought. 

" My health has been tottering this last year : and 
I can give no very laudable account of my time. I 
am always hoping to do better than I have ever hither- 
to done. 

“ My journey to Ashbourne and Staffordshire ■was 
not pleasant ; for what enjoyment has a sick man visit- 
ing the sick ? — Shall we ever have another frolick like 
our journey to the Hebrides ? 

“I hope that dear Mrs. Boswell will surmount her 
complaints ; in losing her you will lose your anclior,f 
and be tossed, without stability, by the waves of life-L 
I wish both her and you very many years, and very 
happy. ■ 

r The truth of this has been proved by sad experience. 

rMrs. Boswell died June 4, 1789. — M.] 
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‘‘ For some months past I have been so withdrawn 
from the world that I can send you nothing particular. 
All your friends, however, are well, and will be glad of 
your return to London. 

“ I am, dear Sir, 

‘‘ Your's most affectionately, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

“ January 5, 1782.” 

At a time when he was less able than he had once 
been to sustain a shock, he was suddenly deprived of 
Mr. Levet, which event he thus communicated to Dr. 
Lawrence. 

“ SIR, 

“Our old friend, Mr. Levet, who was last night 
eminently cheerful, died this morning. The man who 
lay in the same room, hearing an uncommon noise, 
got up and tried to make him speak, but without 
effect. He then called Mr. Holder, the apothecary, 
who, though when he came he thought him dead, 
opened a vein, but could draw no blood. So has 
ended the long life of a very useful and very blame- 
less man. — I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.’" 

’‘Jan. 17, 1782.” 

In one of his memorandum-books in my possession 
is the following entry : “ January 20, Sunday. Robert 
Levet was buried in the church-yard of Bridewell,, 
between one and two in the afternoon. He died on 
Thursday 17, about seven in the morning, by an in- 
stantaneous death. He was an old and faithful friend ; 
I have known him from about 46. Commendavi, 
May God have mercy on him. May he have mercy 
on me.” 

Such was Johnson’s affectionate regard for Levet, ^ 

1 See an account of him in “ The Gentleman’s Magazine," Feb. 
178^. . . 
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that he honoured his memory with the following 
pathetick verses : 

Condemn’d to Hope’s delusive mine, 

As on \ve toil from day to day, 

By sudden blast or slow decline 
Our social comforts drop aw'ay. 

Well .try’d through many a varying year, 

See Levet to the grave descend ; 

Officious, innocent, sincere. 

Of every friendless name the friend. 

Yet still he fills affection’s eye, 

Obscurely wise, and coarsely kind, 

Nor, letter’d arrogance,^ deny 
Thy praise to merit unrefin’d. 

When fainting Nature call’d for aid, 

And hov’ring Death prepar’d the blow, 

His vigorous remedy display’d 
The power of art without the show. 

In Misery’s darkest caverns known, 

His ready help was ever nigh. 

Where hopeless Anguish pour’d his groan, 

And lonely Want retir’d to die.^ 

No summons mock’d by chill delay, 

No petty gains disdain’d by pride ; 

The modest wants of every day 
The toil of every day supply’d. 

His virtues walk’d their narrow round, 

Nor made a pause, nor left a void ; 

And sure the eternal Master found 
His single talent well employM. 

The busy day, the peaceful night, 

Unfelt, uncounted, glided by ; 

^ In both editions of Sir John Hawkins’s Life of Dr. Johnson 
“ letter’d ” is printed. 

Johnson repeated this line to me thus : 

“ And Labour steals an hour to die." 

But he afterwards altered it to the present reading^. 
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His frame was firm, his powers were brightj 
Though now his eightieth year was nigh. 

Then, with no throbs of fiery pain. 

No cold gradations of decay, 

Death broke at once the vital chain, 

And freed his soul the nearest way.” 

In one of Johnson^s registers of this , year there 
occurs the following curious passage : Jan. 20. The 
Ministry is dissolved. I prayed with Francis, and 
gave thanks.” ^ It has been the subject of discussion 
whether there are two distinct particulars mentioned 
here ? Or that we are to understand the giving of 
thanks to be in consequence of the dissolution of the 
Ministry? In support of the last of these conjectures 
may be urged his mean opinion of that Ministry, which 
has frequently appeared in the course of this work ; 
and it is strongly confirmed by what he said on the 
subject to Mr. Seward : — I am glad the ministry is 
removed. Such a bunch of imbecility never disgraced 
a country. If they sent a messenger into the City to 
take up a printer, the messenger was taken up instead 
of the printer, and committed by the sitting Alderman. 
If they sent one army to the relief of another, the first 
army was defeated and taken before the second arrived. 

I will not say that what they did was always wrong; 
but it was always done at a wrong time,” 

To Mrs. Strahan. 

DEAR MADAM, 

“ Mrs. AVilliams shewed me your kind letter. 
This little habitation is now but a melancholy place, 
clouded with the gloom of disease and death. Of the 
four inmates, one has been suddenly snatched away ; 
two are oppressed by very afflictive and dangei'ous 
illness; and I tried yesterday to gain some relief by a 
third bleeding, from a disorder which has for some 
time distressed me, and I think myself to-day much 
better. 

1 Prayers and Meditations, p. 209. 
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“ l am glad, dear Madam, to hear that you are so 
far recovered as to go to Bath. Let me once more 
entreat you to stay till your health is not only obtained, 
but confirmed. Your fortune is such as that no 
moderate expence deserves your care; and you have 
a husband who, I believe, does not regard it. Stay, 
therefore, till you are quite well. I am, for my part, 
very much deserted; but complaint is useless. I hope 
God will bless you, and I desire you to form the same 
wish for me. I am, dear Madam, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.’* 

" Feb. 4, 1782.” 

“ To Edmond Malone, Esq. 

“sir, 

I HAVE for many weeks been so much out of 
order that I have gone out only in a coach to Mrs, 
Thraie’s, where I can use all the freedom that sickness 
requires. Do not, therefore, take it amiss that I am 
not with you and Dr. Farmer. I hope hereafter to 
see you often. I am, Sir, 

“ Y^oiir most humble servant, 

“ Sam. JohnsonT 

“ F’eb. 27, 1782.” 

To the Same, 

“'dear SIR, 

“ I hope I grow better, and shall soon be able to 
enjoy the kindness of my friends. I think this wild 
adherence to Chatterton ^ more unaccountable than 
the obstinate defence of Ossian. In Ossian there is a 
national pride, which may be forgiven, though it can- 
not be applauded. In Chatterton there is nothing but 
the resolution to say again what has once been said. I 
am, Sir, 

“ Your humble servant, 

■ “ Sam. Johnson.’^ 

March 2, 1782." 

1 [This Note was in answer to one which accompanied one of 
the earliest pamphlets on the subject of Chatterton’s forgery, en- 
titlprl * ‘ Cnr<inrv Oh<;f»rva tTnris nn the Poems attrihiited to Thomas 
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These short letters shew the regard which Dr. John- 
son entertained for Mr. Malone, who the more he is 
known is the more highly valued. It is much to be 
regretted that Johnson was prevented from sharing the 
elegant hospitality of that gentleman’s table, at which 
he would in every respect have been fully gratified. 
Mr. Malone, who has so ably succeeded him as an 
Editor of Shakspeare, has, in his Preface, done great 
and just honour to Johnson’s memory. 

‘‘To Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfield. 

“dear madam, 

“ I WENT away from Lichfield ill, and have had a 
troublesome time with my breath ; for some weeks I 
have been disordered by a cold, of which I could not 
get the violence abated, till I had been let blood three 
times. I have not, however, been so bad but that I 
could have written, and am sorry that I neglected it. 

“My dwelling is but melancholy ; both Williams, 
and Desmoulins, and myself are very sickly : Frank is 
not well ; and poor Levet died in his bed the other 
day by a sudden stroke; I suppose not one minute 
passed between health and death ; so uncertain are 
human things. 

“ Such is the appearance of the world about me ; I 
hope your scenes are more cheerful. But whatever 
befalls us, though it is wise to be serious, it is useless 
and foolish, and perhaps sinful, to be gloomy. Let us, 
therefore, keep ourselves as easy as we can ; though 
the loss of friends will be felt, and poor Levet had been 
a faithful adherent for thirty years. 

Rowley, Mr. Thomas Warton’s very able “ Inquiry ” appeared 
about three months afterwards : and Mr. Tyrwhitt’s admirable ' ‘ Vin- 
dication of his Appendix,” in the summer of the same year, left the 
believers in this daring imposture nothing but “the resolution to 
say again what had been said before.” Daring, how^ever, as this 
fiction was, and wild as was the adherence to Chatterton, both were 
greatly exceeded in 1795 and the following year by a still more 
audacious imposture, and the pertinacity of one of its adherents, 
who has immortalized his name by publishing a bulky volume, of 
"iiiich the direct and manifest object was to prove the authenticity 
ofi'certain papers attributed to Shakspeare, after the fabricator of 

^ U 1^-1 J -• • ^ 
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Forgive me, my dear love, the omission of writing ; 
I hope to mend that and my other faults. Let me 
have your prayers. 

“ Make my compliments to Mrs. Cobb, and Miss 
Adey, and Mr. Pearson, and the whole company of 
my friends, I am, my dear, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

“ London, March 2, 1782.“ 


To THE Same, 


“dear madam, 

“ My last was but a dull letter, and I know not 
that this will be much more cheerful ; I am, however, 
willing to WTite, because you are desirous to hear from 
me. 

“ My disorder has now begun its ninth week, for it 
is not yet over. I was last Thursday blooded for the 
fourth time, and have since found myself much relieved, 
but I am very tender and easily hurt ; so that since we 
parted I have had but little comfort, but I hope that 
the spring will recover me ; and that in the summer I 
shall see Lichfield again, for I will not delay my visit 
another year to the end of autumn. 

“ I have, by advertising, found poor Mr. Levefs 
brothers in Yorkshire, who wall take the little he has 
left : it is but little, yet it will be welcome, for I believe 
they are of very low condition. 

“ To be sick, and to see nothing but sickness and 
death, is but a gloomy state ; but I hope better times, 
even in this world, will come, and whatever this world 
may with-hold or give, we shall be happy in a better 
state. Pray for me, my dear Lucy. 

“ Make my compliments to Mrs. Cobb, and Miss 
Adey, and my old friend, Hetty Bailey, and to all the 
Lichfield ladies. I am, dear Madam, 

“ Your’s aifectionateiy, 

Sam. Johnson.” 


“ Bolt-court, Fleet-street, 
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On the day on which this letter was written he thus 
feelingly mentions his respected friend and physician. 
Dr. Lawrence : — Poor Lawrence has almost lost the 
sense of hearing ; and I have lost the conversation of 
a learned, intelligent, and communicative companion, 
and a friend whom long familiarity has much endeared. 
Lawrence is one of the best men whom I have known. 
— Nostrum omnium miserere Deust ” ^ 

It w'as Dr. Johnson’s custom when he wrote to 
Dr. Lawrence concerning his own health to use the 
Latin language. I have been favoured by Miss 
Lawrence with one of these letters as a specimen : 


T. Lawrencio, MedicOy S. 

Novum frigtis, nova tussis^ nova spirandi diffh 
cultas^ novam sanguinis 7nissionem suadent^ quam tamen 
te mconstilto nolim fieri. Ad te venire vix possum^ nec 
est cur ad me venias. Licere vel non licere uno verbo 
dicefidtmi est ; ccetera 7nihi et Holdero reliqueris. Si 
per te licet^ wiperatur mmdo Holde^'um ad me deducere. 

*'MaiisCalendis,j.j2>2. 

Fostqumi tu disccsseris^ quo me vertam ^ 

* Prayers and Meditations, p. 207. 

2 Mr. Plolder, in the Strand, Dr. Johnson’s apotliecary. 

^ Soon after the above letter Dr. Lawrence left London, but not 
before the palsy had made so great a progress as to render him 
unable to write for himself. The following are extracts from letters 
addressed by Dr, Johnson to one of his daughters : 

“ You will easily believe with what gladness I read that you had 
heard once again that voice to which we have all so often delighted 
to attend. May you often hear it. If we had his mind, and his 
tongue, w'e could spare the rest. 

“ I am not vigorous, but much better than when, dear Dr. Law- 
rence held my pulse the last time. Be so kind as to let me know, 
from one little interval to another, the state of his body. I am 
pleased that he remembers me, and hope that it never can be 
possible for me to forget him. July 22, 1782.” 

“ I am much delighted even with the small advances which dear 
Dr. Lawrence makes towards recovery. If we could have again 
but his mind, and his tongue in his mind, and liis right hand, we 
should not much lament the rest. I should not despair of helping 
the swelled hand by electricity, if it were frequently and diligently 
supplied. 
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; , “ To' Captain Xangton,’- ■ in Rochester.. 

“ dear SIR, ■ 

“ It is now long since we saw one another ; and, 
whatever has been the reason, neither you have- written 
to me nor I to you. To let friendship die away by 
negligence and silence is certainly not wise. It is 
voluntarily to throw away one of the greatest comforts 
of this weary pilgrimage, of which when it is, as it 
must be, taken finally away, he that travels on alone 
will wonder how his esteem could be so little. Do 
not forget me ; you see that I do not forget you. It 
is pleasing in the silence of solitude to think that there 
is one at least, however distant, of whose benevolence 
there is little doubt, and whom there is yet hope of 
seeing again. 

“ Of my life from the time we parted the history 
is mournful. The spring of last year deprived me of 
Thrale, a man whose eye for fifteen years had scarcely 
been turned upon me but with respect or tenderness ; 
for such another friend the general course of human 
things will not suffer man to hope. I passed the 
Summer at Streatham, but there was no Thrale ; and 
having idled away the summer wdth a weakly body 
and neglected mind, I made a journey to Staffordshire 
on the edge of winter. The season was dreary, I was 
sickly, and found the friends sickly whom I went to 
see. After a sorrowful sojourn, I returned to a habita- 
tion possessed for the present by two sick women, 
where my dear old friend, Mr. Levet, to whom, as he 
used to tell me, I owe your acquaintance, died a few 

I need not tell you how much I am interested in every change. 
Aug. 26, 1782." 

' ‘ Though the account with which you favoured me in your last 
letter could not give me the pleasure that I wished, yet I was glad 
to receive it ; for my affection to my dear friend makes me desirous 
of knowing his state, whatever it be. I beg, therefore, that you 
continue to let me know, from time to time, all that you observe. 

" Many fits of severe illness have, for about three months past, 
forced my kind physician often upon my mind. I am now better ; 
and hope gratitude, as well as distress, can be a motive to remem- 
brance. Bolt-court, Fleet-street, Feb. 4, 1783.” 

1 Mr. Langton being at this time on duty at Rochester, he is 


512 life : OF DR. JOHNSON 1782 

weeks ago suddenly in his bed ; there passed not, I 
believe, a minute between health and death. At night, 
as at Mrs. Thrale’s, I was musing in my chamber, I 
thought with uncommon earnestness, that however I 
might alter my mode of life, or whithersoever I might 
remove, I would endeavour to retain Levet about 
me ; in the morning my servant brought me word that 
Levet was called to another state, a state for which, 
I think, he was not unprepared, for he was very useful 
to the poor. How much soever I valued him, I now 
wish that I had valued him more.^ 

“ I have myself been ill more than eight weeks of a 
disorder, from which at the expence of about fifty 
ounces of blood I hope I am now recovering. 

“You, dear Sir, have, I hope, a more cheerful scene; 
you see George fond of his book, and the pretty misses 
airy and lively, with my own little Jenny equal to the 
best ; and in whatever can contribute to your quiet or 
pleasure you have Lady Rothes ready to concur. 
May whatever you enjoy of good be increased, and 
whatever you suffer of evil be diminished I am, 
dear Sir, 

“Your humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

“ Boll-court, Fleet-street, 

“ March 20, 1782.'' 

“ To Mr. Hector, in BiRxMingham.^ 

“dear SIR, 

“ I HOPE I do not very grossly flatter myself to 
imagine that you and dear Mrs. Careless^ will be 

^ [Johnson has here expressed a sentiment similar to that con- 
tained in one of Shenstone’s stanzas, to which in his life of that poet 
he has given high praise : 

“ 1 prized every hour that went by, 

Beyond all that had pleas'd me before ; 

But now they are gone and I sigh, 

And I grieve that I prized them no more. ” 

~J. "Boswell.] 

2 A part of this letter having been torn off, I have, from the 
evident meaning, supplied a few \yords and half words at the ends 
and beginning of lines. 
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glad to hear some account of me. I performed the 
journey to London with very little inconvenience, and 
came safe to my habitation, where I found nothing 
but ill-health, and, of consequence, very little cheer- 
fulness. I then went to visit a little w^ay into the 
country, where I got a complaint by a cold which has 
hung eight weeks upon me, and from which I am, at 
the expence of fifty ounces of blood, not yet free. I 
am afraid I must once more owe my recovery to warm 
weather, which seems to make no advances towards us. 

“ Such is my health, which will, I hope, soon grow 
better. In other respects I have no reason to com- 
plain. I know not that I have written any thing more 
generally commended than the Lives of the Poets ; 
and have found the world willing enough to caress me 
if my health had invited me to be in much company ; 
but this season I have been almost wholly employed 
in nursing myself. 

“ When summer comes I hope to see you again, 
and will not put off my visit to the end of the year, 
I have lived so long in London that I did not remem- 
ber the difference of seasons. 

“ Your health, when I saw^ you, was much improved. 
You will be prudent enough not to put it in danger. 
I hope, when we meet again, w'e shall congratulate 
each other upon fair prospects of longer life ; though 
what are the pleasures of the longest life when placed 
in comparison with a happy death ? 

“ I am, dear Sir, 

“ Yours most affectionately, 

“Sam. Johnson.’' 

“ London, March 21, 1782.” 


To THE Same. 

[ Without a date, hut supposed to be 
abozit this time.\ 

' “dear sir, 

“ That you and dear Mrs. Careless should have 
care or curiosity about my health gives me that plea- 
sure which every man feels from finding himself not 
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native place and our early friends, which in the bustle 
or amusements of middle life were overborne and 
suspended. You and I should now naturally cling to 
one another : we have outlived most of those who 
could pretend to rival us in each other’s kindness. In 
our walk through life we have dropped our companions, 
and are now to pick up such as chance may offer us, 
or to travel on alone. You, indeed, have a sister 
with whom you can divide the day : I have no natural 
friend left ; but Providence has been pleased to pre- 
serve me from neglect; I have not wanted such 
alleviations of life as friendship could supply. My 
health has been, from my twentieth year, such as 
has seldom afforded me a single day of ease ; but it 
is at least not worse ; and I sometimes make myself 
believe that it is better. My disorders are, however, 
still sufficiently oppressive. 

think of seeing Staffordshire again this autumn, 
and intend to find my way through Birmingham, where 
I hope to see you and dear Mrs. Careless well. I am, 
Sir, 

a Your affectionate friend, 

‘fSAM. Johnson.” 

I wrote to him at different dates ; regretted that I 
could not come to London this spring, but hoped we 
should meet somewhere in the summer; mentioned 
the state of my affairs, and suggested hopes of some 
preferment ; informed him that, as “ The Beauties of 
Johnson ” had been published in London, some ob- 
scure scribbler had published at Edinburgh what he 
called “ The Deformities of Johnson.” 

‘‘To James Boswell, Esq. 

“DEAR SIR, 

“The pleasure \vhich \Ye used to receive from 
each other on Good-Friday and Easter-day we must 
be this year content to miss. Let us, however, pray 
for each other, and hope to see one another yet from 
.time to dime,,, with ..mutual de^ My disorder, lias 
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been a cold, which impeded the organs of respiration, 
and kept me many weeks in a state of great uneasi- 
ness ; but by repeated phlebotomy it is now relieved ; 
and next to the recovery of Mrs, Boswell, I flatter 
myself that you will rejoice at mine. 

What we shall do in the summer it is yet too early 
to consider. You want to know what you shall do 
now j I do not think this time of bustle and confusion ^ 
like to produce any advantage to you. Every man 
has those to reward and gratify who have contributed 
to his advancement. To come hither with such ex- 
pectations at the expence of borrowed money, which, 
I find, you know not where to borrow, can hardly be 
considered prudent. I am sorry to find, w^hat your 
solicitations seem to imply, that you have already gone 
the whole length of your credit. This is to set the 
quiet of your whole life at hazard. If you anticipate 
your inheritance, you can at last inherit nothing ; all 
that you receive must pay for the past. You must 
get a place or pine in penury, with the empjty name 
of a great estate. Poverty, my dear friend, is so great 
an evil, and pregnant with so much temptation and so 
much misery, that I cannot but earnestly enjoin you 
to avoid it. Live on what you have ; live if you can 
on less; do not borrow either for vanity or pleasure; 
the vanity will end in shame and the pleasure in 
regret : stay therefore at home till you have saved 
money for your journey hither. 

^^fThe Beauties of Johnson ’ are said to have got 
money to the collector ; if the ‘ Deformities V have 
the same success I shall be still a more extensive 
benefactor. 

“Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell, who is, 

I hope, reconciled to me; and to the young people 
whom I never have offended. 

“ You never told me the success of your plea against 
the Solicitors. I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most affectionate, 

“Sam. Johnson,” 

“ London, March 28, 1782." 

^ [On the precedingUay the Ministry had been changed, -r-M.] 
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Notwithstanding his afflicted state of body and 
mind this year, the following correspondence affords 
a proof not only of his benevolence and conscientious 
readiness to relieve a good man from errour^ but by 
his cloathing one of the sentiments in his “ Rambler'’ 
in different language, not inferiour to that of the 
original, shews his extraordinary command of clear 
and forcible expression. 

A clergyman at Bath wrote to him that, in “ The 
Morning Chronicle,^’ a passage in “ The Beauties of 
Johnson,’’ article Death, had been pointed out as 
supposed by some readers to recommend suicide, the 
words being, “To die is the fate of man ; but to die 
with lingering anguish is generally his folly ; ” and re- 
spectfully suggesting to him that such an erroneous 
notion of any sentence in the writings of an acknow- 
ledged friend of religion and virtue should not pass 
uncontradicted. 

Johnson thus answered the clergyman’s letter : 

“ To THE Reverend Mr. , at Bath. 

“ SIR, 

“ Being now in the country in a state of recovery 
as I hope, from a very oppressive disorder, I cannot 
neglect the acknowledgement of your Christian letter. 
The book called ^The Beauties of Johnson’ is the 
production of I know not whom ; I never sawmt but 
by casual inspection, and considered myself as utterly 
disengaged from its consequences. Of the passage 
you mention, I remember some notice in some paper ; 
but knowing that it must be misrepresented, I thought 
of it no more, nor do I know where to find it in my 
own books. I am accustomed to think little of news- 
papers; but an opinion so \veighty and serious as 
yours has determined me to do what I should wdthout 
your seasonable admonition have omitted : and I will 
direct my thought to be shewn in its true state. ^ If I 

^ What follows appeared in the Morning Chronicle of May 29, 
1782.—“ A correspondent having mentioned, in the Morning Chro- 
nicle of December: 12, the last clause of the following paragraph as 
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could find the passage I would direct you to it. I 
suppose the tenour is this : — -‘Acute diseases are the 
immediate and inevitable strokes of Heaven ; but of 
them the pain is short, and the conclusion speedy ; 
chronical disorders, by which we are suspended in 
tedious torture between life and death, are commonly 
the effect of our own misconduct and intemperance. 
To die, &c.’ —This, Sir, you see is all true and all 
blameless. I hope some time in the next week to 
have all rectified. My health has been lately much 
shaken ; if you favour me with any answer, it will be 
a comfort to me to know that I have your prayers. 

“ I am, &c. 

“Sam. Johnson.’^ 

May 15, 1782." 


This letter, as might be expected, had its full effect, 
and the clergyman acknowledged it in grateful and 
pious terms. ^ 

The following letters require no extracts from mine 
to introduce them. 


“ To James Boswell, Esq. 

DEAR SIR, 

“ The earnestness and tenderness of your letter 
is such that I cannot think myself shewing it more 
respect than it claims by sitting down to answer it the 
day on which I received it, 

“ This year has afflicted me with a very irksome 

seeming to favour suicide, we are requested to print the whole 
passage, that its true meaning may appear, which is not to recom- 
mend suicide, but exercise. 

“ ‘ Exercise cannot secure us from that dissolution to which we are 
decreed ; but while the soul and body continue united it can make 
the association pleasing, and give probable hopes that they shall be 
disjoined by an easy separation. It was a principle among the 
ancients that acute diseases are from Heaven, and chronical from 
ourselves ; the dart of death, indeed, falls from Heaven, but we 
poison it by our own misconduct : to die is the fate of man ; but to 
die with lingering anguish is generally his folly.’ ” . 

1 The Correspondence may be seen at length in the Gentleman’s 
Magazine, Feb. 1786. 
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and severe disorder. My respiration has been much 
impeded, and much blood has been taken away. I 
am now harassed by a catarrhous cough, from which 
my purpose is to seek relief by change of air ; and I 
am, therefore, preparing to go to Oxford. 

“ Whether I did right in dissuading you from coming 
to London this spring I will not determine. You 
have not lost much by missing my company ; I have 
scarcely been w^ell for a single week. I might have 
received comfort from your kindness ; but you w-oiild 
have seen me afflicted, and, perhaps, found me peevish. 
Whatever might have been your pleasure or mine, I 
know not how I could have honestly advised you to 
come hither with borrow^ed money. Do not accustom 
yourself to consider debt only as an inconvenience ; 
you will find it a calamity. Poverty takes away so 
many means of doing good, and produces so much in- 
ability to resist evil, both natural and moral, that it is 
by all virtuous means to be avoided. Consider a man 
whose fortune is very narrow^ ; whatever be his rank 
by birth, or wJiatever his reputation by intellectual 
excellence, wfflat can he do ? or what evil can he pre- 
vent ? That he cannot help the needy is evident ; he 
has nothing to spare. But, perhaps, his advice or 
admonition may be useful. His poverty will destroy 
his influence: many more can find that he is poor 
than that he is wise ; and few will reverence the under- 
standing that is of so little advantage to its owner. I 
say nothing of the personal wa*etchedness of a debtor, 
which, however, has passed into a proverb. Of riches 
it is not necessary to write the praise. Let it, however, 
be remembered that he wfflo has money to spare has 
it always in his power to benefit others : and of such 
powder a good man must always be desirous. 

“ I am pleased wdth your account of Easter. I We 
shall meet, I: hope in Autumn, both w^ell and both 
cheerful ; and part each the better for the other’s 
company. 

^ Which I celebrated in the Church-of-Englaiid chapel at Edin- 
burgh, fbnnded by Lord Chief Baron Smith, of respectable and 
pious memory. 
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‘‘Make my conixjliments to Mrs. Boswell, and to 
the young' charmers... , 

Sam.' Johnson.'' 

“London, June 3, 1782.” 


“ To Mr. Perkins. 

“dear SIR, 

“ I AM much pleased that you are going a very 
long journey, which may by proper conduct restore 
your health and prolong your life. 

“ Observe these rules ; 

“ I. Turn all care out of your head as soon as you 
mount the chaise. 

“2. Do not think about frugality; your health is 
worth more than it can cost. 

“ 3. Do not continue any day’s journey to fatigue. 

“ 4. Take now and then a day’s rest. 

“ 5. Get a smart sea sickness, if you can. 

“ 6. Cast away all anxiety, and keep your mind 
easy. 

“This last direction is the principal; with an un- 
quiet mind, neither exercise, nor diet, nor physick 
can be of much use. 

“ I wish you, dear Sir, a prosperous journey and a 
happy recovery. I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most alfectionate, humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson,” 

“July 28, 1782.” 

“To James Boswell, Esq. 

.“dear sir, 

“ Being uncertain whether I should have any 
call this autumn into the country, I did not imme- 
diately answer your kind letter. I have no call ; but 
if you desire to meet me at Ashbourne I believe I 
can come thither; if you had rather come to London 
I can stay at Streatham : take your choice. 

“ This year has been very heavy. From the middle 
of January to the middle of June I was battered by one 
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disorder after another 1 I am now very much recovered, 
and hope still to be better. What happiness it is that 
Mrs. Boswell has escaped. 

‘‘ My ^ Lives’" are reprinting, and I have forgotten 
the authour of Gray’s character : ^ write immediately, 
and it may be perhaps yet inserted. 

Of London or Ashbourne you have your free 
choice ; at any place I shall be glad to see you. I 
am, dear Sir, 

Yours, &c, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

'' August 24, 1782.” 


On the 30th of August I informed him that my 
honoured father had died that morning ; a complaint 
under which he had long laboured having suddenly 
come to a crisis, while I was upon a visit at the seat of 
Sir Charles Preston, from whence I had hastened the 
day before, upon receiving a letter by express, 

James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

‘‘ I HAVE struggled through this year with so much 
infirmity of body, and such strong impressions of the 
fragility of life, that death, whenever it appears, fills 
me with melancholy; and I cannot hear without 
emotion of the removal of any one whom I have 
known into another state. 

‘‘ Your father’s death had every circumstance that 
could enable you to bear it ; it was at a mature age, 
and it was expected ; and as his general life had been 
pious, his thoughts had doubtless for many years past 
been turned upon eternity. That you did not find 
him sensible must doubtless grieve you ; his disposition 
towards you was undoubtedly that of a kind, though 
mot of a fond father. Kindness, at least actual, is in 
our power, but fondness is not ; and if by negligence 
or imprudence you had extinguished his fondness he 

^ The Reverend Mr, Temple, Vicar of St. Gluvias, Cornwall. 
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could not at will rekindle it. Nothing then remained 
between you but mutual forgiveness of each otheds 
faults, and mutual desire of each other’s happiness. 

I shall long to know his final disposition of his 
fortune. 

“You, dear Sir, have now a new station, and have 
therefore new cares and new employments. Life, as 
Cowley seems to say, ought to resemble a welbordered 
poem ; of which one rule generally received is that 
the exordium should be simple, and should promise 
little. Begin your new course of life with the least 
shew and the least expence possible; you may at 
pleasure increase both, but you cannot easily diminish 
them. Do not think your estate your own while any 
man can call upon you for money which you cannot 
pay ; therefore, begin with timorous parsimony. Let 
it be your first care not to be in any man’s debt. 

“ When the thoughts are extended to a future state, 
the present life seems hardly worthy of all those 
principles of conduct, and maxims of prudence, which 
one generation of men has transmitted to another; 
but upon a closer view, when it is perceived how'^ 
much evil is produced, and how much good is im- 
peded by embarrassment and distress, and how little 
room the expedients of poverty leave for the exercise 
of virtue, it grow^s manifest that the boundless im- 
portance of the next life enforces some attention to 
the interest of this. 

“ Be kind to the old servants, and secure the kind- 
ness of the agents and factors ; do not disgust them 
by asperity, or unwelcome gaiety, or apparent sus- 
picion. From them you must learn the real state of 
your affairs, the characters of your tenants, and the 
value of your lands. 

“Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell ; I think 
her expectations from air and exercise are the best 
that she can form. I hope she will live long and 
happily. 

“ I forgot whether I told you that Rasay has been 
here; we dined cheerfully together. I entertained 
lately a young gentleman from Corricliatacbin. 

VOL. II. 'ft 2 
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‘‘I received your letters: only thk I am, 

dear Sir, 


:“_¥ours, &c. 

■V . ‘' Sam. Johnson.’' 


“ London, Sept. 7, 1782.” 


Ill answer to my next letter I received one from 
him, dissuading me from hastening to him as I had 
proposed ; what is proper for publication is the follow- 
ing paragraph, equally just and tender : 

“ One expence, however, I would not have you to 
spare; let nothing be omitted that can preserve Mrs. 
Boswell, though it should be necessary to transplant 
her for a time into a softer climate. She is the prop 
and stay of your life. How much must your children 
suffer by losing her.” 

My wife was now so much convinced of his sincere 
friendship for me, and regard for her, that, without 
any suggestion on my part, she wrote him a very 
polite and grateful letter. 

“ Dr. Johnson to Mrs. Boswell. 

“ dear lady, 

“I HAVE not often received so much pleasure as 
from your invitation to Auchinleck. The journey 
thither and back is, indeed, too great for the latter 
part of the year ; but if my health were fully recovered 
I would suffer no little heat and cold, nor a wet or a 
rough road, to keep me from you. I am, indeed, not 
without hope of seeing Auchinleck again ; but to 
make it a pleasant place I must see its lady well, and 
brisk, and airy. For my sake, therefore, among many 
greater reasons, take care, dear Madam, of your health, 
spare no expence, and want no attendance that can 
procure ease or preserve it. Be very careful to keep 
your mind quiet ; and do not think it too much to 
give an account of your recovery to, Madam, 

“ Your’s, &c.' 

Sam. Johnson.” 

“ London, Sept. 178a."- 
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“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“dear sir, 

Having passed almost this whole year in a 
succession of disorders, I ^vent in October to Bright- 
helmstone, whither I came in a state of so much w^eak- 
ness that I rested four times in walking between the 
inn and the lodging. By physick and abstinence I 
grew better, and am now reasonably easy, though at a 
great distance from health. I am afraid, however, | 

that health begins, after seventy, and long before, to ^ 

have a meaning different from that which it had at i 

thirty. But it is culpable to murmur at the established i 

order of the creation, as it is vain to oppose it He 
that lives must grow old ; and he that would rather i 

grow old than die has Goo to thank for the infirmities | 

of old age. 

“ At your long silence I am rather angry. You do 
not, since now you are the head of your house, think 
it worth your while to try whether you or your friend 
can live longer without writing, nor suspect after so 
many years of friendship that when I do not write to 
you I forget you. Put all such useless jealousies out 
of your head, and disdain to regulate your own practice 
by the practice of another, or by any other principle 
than the desire of doing right. 

“ Your ceconomy, I suppose, begins now to be 5 

settled ; your expences are adjusted to your revenue, i; 

and all your people in their proper places. Resolve 
not to be poor: whatever you have, spend less. 

Poverty is a great enemy to human happiness; it 
certainly destroys liberty, and it makes some virtues [ 

impracticable, and others extremely difficult. { 

“Let me know the history of your life since your ; 

accession to your estate. How many houses, how 
many cows, how much land in your own hand, and 
what bargains you make with your tenants. 

“ Of my ^ Lives of the Poets ^ they have printed 
a new edition in octavo, I hear, of three thousand. 
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Did I give a set to Lord Hailes ? It I did not, I 
will do it out of these. What did you make of all 
your copy ? 

“Mrs. Thrale and the three Misses are now for 
the winter in Argyll-street. Sir Joshua Reynolds has 
been out of order, but is well again; and I am, dear 
Sir, 

Your aifectionate humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.’' 

“ London, Dec. 7, 1782.” 

“ To Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

“dear sir, “ Edinburgh, Dec. 20, 1782. 

“ I WAS made happy by your kind letter, which 
gave us the agreeable hopes of seeing you in Scotland 
again. 

“ I am much flattered by the concern you are pleased 
to take in my recovery. I am better, and hope to 
have it in my power to convince you by my attention 
of how much consequence I esteem your health to 
the world and to myself. I remain, Sir, with grateful 
respect, 

“ Your obliged and obedient servant, 

“ Margaret Boswell.’' 

The death of Mr. Thrale had made a very material 
alteration with respect to Johnson’s reception in that 
family. The manly authority of the husband no longer 
curbed the lively exuberance of the lady ; and as her 
vanity had been fully gratified by having the Colossus 
of Literature attached to her for many years, she gradu- 
ally became less assiduous to please him. Whether 
her attachment to him was already divided by another 
object I am unable to ascertain; but it is plain that 
Johnson’s penetration was alive to her neglect or 
forced attention ; for on the 6th of October this year 
we find him making a “ parting use of the library ” at 
Streatham, and pronouncing a prayer which he com- 
posed on leaving Mr. Thrale’s family.^ 

Prayers and Meditations, p. 214, 
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“ Almighty God, Father of all mercy, help me by 
thy grace, that I may, with humble and sincere thank- 
fulness, remember the comforts and conveniences 
which I have enjoyed at this place ; and that I may 
resign them with holy submission, equally trusting in 
thy protection when Thou givest and when Thou 
takest away. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, have 
mercy upon me. 

“To thy fatherly protection, O Lord, I commend 
this family. Bless, guide, and defend them, that they 
may so pass through this world as finally to enjoy in 
thy presence everlasting happiness, for Jesus Christ’s 
sake. Amen.” 

One cannot read this prayer without some emotions 
not very favourable to the lady whose conduct occa- 
sioned it. 

In one of his memorandum-books I find “ Sunday, 
went to church at Streatham. Templo valedixi ami 
osailoP 

He met Mr. Philip Metcalfe often at Sir Joshua 
Reynolds’s, and other places, and was a good deal 
with him at Brighthelmstone this autumn, being pleased 
at once with his excellent table and animated con- 
versation. Mr. Metcalfe shewed him great respect, 
and sent him a note that he might have the use of his 
carriage whenever he pleased. Johnson (3d October, 
1782) returned this polite answer: — “Mr. Johnson is 
very much obliged by the kind offer of the carriage, 
but he has no desire of using Mr. Metcalfe’s carriage 
except when he can have the pleasure of Mr. Metcalfe’s 
company.” Mr. Metcalfe could not but be highly 
pleased that his company was thus valued by Johnson, 
and he frequently attended him in airings. They also 
went together to Chichester, and they visited Petworth 
and Cowdry, the venerable seat of the Lords Monta- 
cute.^ “ Sir, (said Johnson,) I should like to stay here 
four- and- twenty hours. We see here how our ancestors 
lived.” 

That his curiosity was still unabated appears from 

^ [This venerable mansion has since been totally destroyed by 
■fire.— M.] ' 
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two letters to Mr. John Nichols, of the loth and 20th 
of October this year. In one he says, I have looked 
into your ^ Anecdotes,’ and you will hardly thank a 
lover of literary history for telling you that he has 
been much informed and gratified. I wish you would 
add your own discoveries and intelligence to those 
of Dr. Rawlinson, and undertake the Supplement to 
Wood. Think of it.” In the other, ‘‘ I wish. Sir, you 
could obtain some fuller information of Jortin, Mark- 
land, and Thirlby. They were three contemporaries 
of great eminence.” 

''To Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

" DEAR SIR, 

" I HEARD yesterday of your late disorder, and 
should think ill of myself if I had heard of it without 
alarm. I heard likewise of your recovery, wdiich I 
sincerely wish to be complete and permanent. Your 
country has been in danger of losing one of its brightest 
ornaments, and I of losing one of my oldest and 
kindest friends; but I hope you will still live long, 
for the honour of the nation : and that more enjoy- 
ment of your elegance, your intelligence, and your 
benevolence is still reserved for, dear Sir, your most 
affectionate, &c. 

" Sam. Johnson.” 

“ Brighthelmstone, 

Nov. 14, 1782.” 

The Reverend Mr. Wilson having dedicated to him 
his "Archaeological Dictionary,” that maik of respect 
w’as thus acknowledged : 

"To THE Reverend Mr. Wilson, Clttheroe, 

, Lancashire. 

" REVEREND;, SIR,.. 

" That I have long omitted to return you thanks 
for the honour conferred upon me by your Dedication 
I entreat you with great eamestness not to consider 
as more faulty than it is. A very importunate and 
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oppressive disorder has for some time debarred me 
from the pleasures and obstructed me in the duties 
of life. The esteem and kindness of wise and good 
men is one of the last pleasures which I can be content 
to lose ; and gratitude to those from whom this pleasure 
is received is a duty of which I hope never to be re- 
proached with the final neglect. I therefore now return 
you thanks for the notice which I have received from 
you, and which I consider as giving to my name not 
only more bulk^ but more weight; not only as extend- 
ing its superficies, but as increasing its value. Your 
book was evidently wanted, and will, I hope, find its 
way into the school, to which, however, I do not mean 
to confine it ; for no man has so much skill in ancient 
rites and practices as not to want it. As I suppose 
myself to owe part of your kindness to my excellent 
friend, Dr. Patten, he has likewise a just claim to my 
acknowledgement, which I hope you. Sir, will transmit. 
There will soon appear a new edition of my Poetical 
Biography ; if you will accept of a copy to keep me 
in your mind, be pleased to let me know how it may 
be conveniently conveyed to you. This present is 
small, but it is given with good will by, Reverend Sir, 

‘‘ Your most, &c. 

Sam. Johnson.’' 

"December 31, 17S2.” 

In 1783 he was more severely afflicted than ever, 
as will appear in the course of his correspondence ; 
but still the same ardour for literature, the same con- 
stant piety, the same kindness for his friends, and the 
same vivacity, both in conversation and writing, dis- 
tinguished him. 

Having given Dr. Johnson a full account of what I 
was doing at Auchinleck, and particularly mentioned 
what I knew would please him, ~my having brought 
an old man of eighty-eight from- a lonely cottage to 
a comfortable habitation within my enclosures, where 
he had good neighbours near to him,— I received an 
answer in February, of which I extract what follows : 

“I am delighted with your account of your activity 
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at Auchinleck, and wish the old gentleman whom you 
have so kindly removed may live long to promote 
your prosperity by his prayers. You have now a new 
character and new duties; think on them and practise 
them. 

, “Make an impartial estimate of your revenue, and, 
whatever it is, live upon less. Resolve never to be 
poor. Frugality is not only the basis of quiet, but of 
beneficence. No man can help others that wants 
help himself ; we must have enough before we have to 
spare. 

“I am glad to find that Mrs. Boswell grows well; 
and hope that to keep her well no care nor caution 
will be omitted. May you long live happily together. 

“When you come hither, pray bring with you 
Baxter’s Anacreon. I cannot get that edition in 
London.” ^ 

On Friday, March 21, having arrived in London 
the night before, I was glad to find him at Mrs. 
Thrale’s house, in Argyll-street, appearances of friend- 
ship betw^een them being still kept up. I was shewn 
into his room, and after the first salutation he said, “ I 
am glad you are come : I am very ill.” He looked 
pale, and was distressed with a difiSculty of breathing : 
but after the common enquiries he assumed his usual 
strong animated style of conversation. Seeing me now 
for the first time as a Laird^ or proprietor of land, he 
began thus : “ Sir, the superiority of a country-gentle- 
man over the people upon his estate is very agreeable : 
and he who says he does not feel it to be agreeable, 
lies ; for it must be agreeable to have a casual superi- 
ority over those who are by nature equal with us.” 
Boswell. “ Yet, Sir, we see great proprietors of land 
who prefer living in London.” Johnson. “ Why, Sir, 
the pleasure of living in London, the intellectual 
superiority that is enjoyed there, may counterbalance 
the other. Besides, Sir, a man may prefer the state of 
the country-gentleman upon the whole, and yet there 

1 [Dr. Johnson should seem not to have sought diligently for 
Baxter’s Anacreon, for there are two editions of that book, and they 
•'^re frequently found in the London Sale-Catalogues. — M.] 


17S3 HANOVERIAN FAMILY FRIENDLESS 529 

may never be a moment when he is willing to make 
the change, to quit London for it.” He said, fMt is 
better to have five J>tT cent, out of land than out of 
money, because it is more secure ; but the readiness 
of transfer, and promptness of interest, make many 
people rather chcose the funds. Nay, there is another 
disadvantage belonging to land, compared with money. 
A man is not so much afraid of being a hard creditor as 
of being a hard landlord.” Boswell. ‘‘ Because there is 
a sort of kindly connection between a landlord and his 
tenants.” Johnson. ‘'No, Sir; many landlords with 
us never see their tenants. It is because if a landlord 
drives away his tenants he may not get others ; where- 
as the demand for money is so great it may always be 
lent.” 

He talked with regret and indignation of the factious 
opposition to Government at this time, and imputed it 
in a great measure to the Revolution. “ Sir, (said 
he, in a low voice, having come nearer to me, while 
his old prejudices seemed to be fermenting in his 
mind,) this Hanoverian family is isolee here. They 
have no friends. Now the Stuarts had friends who 
stuck by them so late as 1745. When the right of the 
King is not reverenced there will not be reverence for 
those appointed by the King.” 

His observation that the present royal family has 
no friends has been too much justified by the very 
ungrateful behaviour of many who were under great 
obligations to his Majesty ; at the same time there are 
honourable exceptions ; and the very next year after 
this conversation, and ever since, the King has had as 
extensive and generous support as ever was given to 
any monarch, and has had the satisfaction of knowing 
that he was more and more endeared to his people. 

He repeated to me his verses on Mr. Levet, with 
an emotion which gave them full effect ; and then he 
was pleased to say, “ You must be as much with me as 
you can. You have done me good. You cannot 
think how much better l am since you came in.” 

He sent a message to acquaint Mrs. Thrale that I 
was arrived. I had not seen her since her husband’s 
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death. She soon appeared, and favoured me with an 
invitation to stay to dinner, which I accepted. There 
was no other company but herself and three of her 
daughters, Dr. Johnson, and I. She too said she 
was very glad I was come, for she was going to Bath, 
and should have been sorry to leave Dr. Johnson 
before I came. This seemed to be attentive and 
kind ; and I who had not been informed of any 
change imagined all to be as well as formerly. He 
was little inclined to talk at dinner, and went to sleep 
after it; but when he joined us in the drawing-room 
he seemed revived, and was again himself. 

Talking of conversation, he said, There must, in 
the first place, be knowledge, there must be materials; 
— in the second place, there must be a command of 
words ;— in the third place, there must be imagination, 
to place things in such views as they are not com- 
monly seen in ;— and in the fourth place, there must 
be presence of mind, and a resolution that is not to 
be overcome by failures; this last is an essential 
requisite ; for want of it many people do not excel in 
conversation. Now /want it; I throw up the game 
upon losing a trick.” I wondered to hear him talk 
thus of himself, and said, ‘‘ I don’t know. Sir, how this 
may be; but I am sure you beat other people’s cards 
out of their hands.” I doubt whether he heard this 
remark. While he went on talking triumphantly, I 
was fixed in admiration, and said to Mrs. Thrale, ‘‘ 0, 
for short-hand to take this down ! ” — ‘Wou’ll carry it 
all in your head, (said she;) a long head is as good as 
short-hand.’^ 

It has been observed and wondered at that Mr. 
Gharles Fox never talked with any freedom in the 
presence of Dr. Johnson; though it is well known, and 
I myself can witness, that his conversation is various, 
fluent, and exceedingly agreeable. Johnson’s own ex- 
perience, however, of that gentleman’s reserve was a 
sufficient reason for his going on thus : ^‘ Fox never 
talks in private company ; not from any determination 
not to talk, but because he has not the first motion. 
A man who is used to the applause of the House of 
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Commons has no wish for that of a private company, 
A man accustomed to throw for a thousand pounds, if 
set down to throw for sixpence, would not be at the 
pains to count his dice. Burke’s talk is the ebullition 
of his mind ; he does not talk from a desire of distinc- 
tion, but because his mind is full.” 

He thus curiously characterised one of our old 
acquaintance: is a good man, Sir; but 

he is a vain man and a liar. He, however, only tells 
lies of vanity; of victories, for instance, in conversa- 
tion, which never happened.” This alluded to a story 
which I had repeated from that gentleman to entertain 
Johnson with its wild bravado: “ This Johnson, Sir, 
(said he,) whom you are all afraid of, will shrink if you 
come close to him in argument, and roar as loud as 
he. He once maintained the paradox that there is 
no beauty but in utility. ‘Sir, (said I,) what say you 
to the peacock’s tail, which is one of the most beauti- 
ful objects in nature, but would have as much utility 
if its feathers were all of one colour ? ’ He felt what I 
thus produced, and had recourse to his usual expe- 
dient, ridicule ; exclaiming, ‘ A peacock has a tail, and 
a fox has a tail ; ’ and then he burst out into a laugh. 
— ‘ Well, Sir, (said I, with a strong voice, looking him 
full in the face,) you have unkennelled your fox ; 
pursue him if you dare.’ He had not a wmrd to say, 
Sir.”— -Johnson told me that this was fiction from be- 
ginning to end.^ 

After musing for some time, he said, “I wonder 
how I should have any enemies; for I do harm to 

1 Were I to insert all the stories which have been told of contests 
boldly maintained with him, imaginary victories obtained over him, 
of reducing him to silence, and of making him own that his antago- 
nist had the better of him in argument, my volumes wmuld swell to 
an immoderate size. One instance, I find, has circulated both in 
conversation and in print; that when he would not allow the Scotch 
writers to have merit, the late Dr. Rose, of Chiswick, asserted that 
he could name one Scotch writer whom Dr. Johnson himself would 
allow to have written better than any man of the age ; and upon 
Johnson’s asking who it was, answered, "Lord Bute, when he 
signed the warrant for your pension." Upon which Johnson, struck 
with ilie repartee, acknowledgedhthat this wasXrne. When I men- 
tioned it to Johnson, " Sir, (said he,) if Rose said this, I never 
heard it," . 
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nobody.” ^ Boswell. ‘‘ In the first place, Sir, you 
will be pleased to recollect that you set out with 
attacking the Scotch ; so you got a whole nation for 
your enemies.” Johnson. ‘‘Why, I own that by my 
definition of oats I meant to vex them.” Boswell. 
“Pray, Sir, can you trace the cause of your antipathy 
to the Scotch ? ” Johnson. “ I cannot, Sir.” Boswell. 
“ Old Mr. Sheridan says it was because they sold 
Charles the First.” Johnson. “ Then, Sir, old Mr. 
Sheridan has found out a very good reason.” 

Surely the most obstinate and sulky nationality, the 
most determined aversion to this great and good man, 
must be cured, when he is seen thus playing with one 
of his prejudices, of which he candidly admitted that 
he could not tell the reason. It was, however, pro- 
bably owing to his having had in his view the wmrst 
part of the Scottish nation, the needy adventurers, 
many of whom he thought w^ere advanced above their 
merits, by means which he did not approve. Had he 
in his early life been in Scotland, and seen the worthy, 
sensible, independent gentlemen, who live rationally 
and hospitably at home, he never could have enter- 
tained such unfavourable and unjust notions of his 
fellow^-subjects. And accordingly we find that w%en 
he did visit Scotland, in the latter period of his life, he 
was fully sensible of all that it deserved, as I have 
already pointed out, when speaking of his “ Journey to 
the Western Islands.” 

Next day, Saturday, March 22, I found him still 
at Mrs. Thrale’s, but he told me that he was to go 
to his own house in the afternoon. He was better, 
but I perceived he was but an unruly patient, for 
Sir Lucas Pepys, wLo visited him w^hile I was with 
him, said, “If you wqxq tractable^ Sir, I should pre- 
scribe for you.” 

I related to him a remark which a respectable friend 
had made to me upon the then state of Government, 

^ This reflection was very natural in a man of "a good heart, who 
was not conscious of any ill-will to mankind, though the sharp say- 
ings which were sometimes produced by his discrimination and 
vivacity, which he perhaps did not recollect, were I am afraid, too 
often remembered with resentment. 
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when those who had been long in opposition had 
attained to power, as it was supposed, against the in- 
clination of the Sovereign. “ You need not be uneasy 
(said this gentleman) about the King. He laughs at 
them all; he plays them one against another.” John- 
son. “ Don’t think so, Sii\ The King is as much 
oppressed as a man can be. If he plays them one 
against another, he 2mns nothing.” 

I had paid a visit to General Oglethorpe in the 
morning, and was told by him that Dr. Johnson saw 
company on Saturday evenings, and he would meet 
me at Johnson’s that night. When I mentioned this 
to Johnson, not doubting that it would please him, as 
he had a great value for Oglethorpe, the fretfulness of 
his disease unexpectedly shewed itself ; his anger 
suddenly kindled, and he said with vehemence, “ Did 
not you tell him not to come ? Am I to be hunted in 
this manner ? ” I satisfied him that I could not divine 
that the visit would not be convenient, and that I 
certainly could not take it upon me of my own accord 
to forbid the General. 

I found Dr. Johnson in the evening in Mrs. 
Williams’s room, at tea and coifee with her and Mrs. 
Desmoulins, who were also both ill ; it was a sad 
scene, and he was not in a very good humour. He said 
of a performance that had lately come out, “ Sir, if 
you should search all the madhouses in England you 
would not find ten men who would write so, and think 
it sense.” 

I was glad when General Oglethorpe’s arrival was 
announced, and we left the ladies. Dr. Johnson 
attended him in the parlour, and was as courteous as 
ever. The General said he was busy reading the 
writers of the Middle Age. Johnson said they were 
very curious. Oglethorpe. “ The House of Commons 
has usurped the power of the nation’s money, and 
used it tyrannically. Government is now carried on by 
corrupt influence, instead of the inherent right in the 
King.” Johnson. “ Sir, the want of inherent right 
ill the King occasions all this disturbance. What ive 
did at the Revolution was necessary : but it broke our 
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constitution.” !; Oglethorpe. “ My father did not 
think it necessary.’ L 

On Sunday, March 23, I breakfasted with Dr. John- 
son, who seemed much relieved, having taken opium 
the night before. He however protested against it, 
as a remedy that should be given with the utmost 
reluctance, and only in extreme necessity. I mentioned 
how commonly it was used in Turkey, and that there- 
fore it could not be so pernicious as he apprehended. 
He grew warm and said, “Turks take opium, and 
Christians take opium 3 but Russel, in his account of 
Aleppo, tells us that it is as disgraceful in Turkey to 
take too much opium as it is with us to get drunk. Sir, 
it is amazing how things are exaggerated. A gentle- 
man was lately telling in a company where I was 
present that in France as soon as a man of fashion 
marries he takes an opera girl into keeping ; and this 
he mentioned as a general custom. ‘Pray, Sir, (said 
I,) how many opera girls may there be ? ’ He 
answered, ‘ About fourscore.’ ‘ Well then, Sir, (said I,) 
you see there can be no more than fourscore men of 
fashion who can do this.’ ” 

Mrs. Desmoulins made tea; and she and I talked 
before him upon a topick which he had once borne 
patiently from me when we were by ourselves,—- -his not 
complaining of the world because he was not called 
to some great office, nor had attained to great wealth. 
He flew into a violent passion, I confess with some 
justice, and commanded us to have done. “ Nobody, 
(said he) has a right to talk in this manner, to bring 
before a man his own character, and the events of his 
life, when he does not choose it should be done. I 
never have sought the world ; the world was not to 
seek me. It is rather wonderful that so much has 

: I have, in my “Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides,” fully ex- 

pressed my sentiments upon this subject. The Revolution was 
/ie4:essarf, hut not a subject for ; because it for a long time 
blasted the generous feelings of And now, when by the 

benignant effect of time- the present Royal Family are established 
in. our q^ec'f ions, how unwise is it to revive by celebrations the 
memory of a shock which it "would surely have been better that our 
constitution had not required. V 
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been done for me. All the complaints whieii are 
made of the world are unjust I never knew a man 
of merit neglected : it was generally by his own fault 
that he failed of success. A man may hide his head 
in a hole : he may go into the country, and publish a 
book now and then, which nobody reads, and then 
complain he is neglected. There is no reason why 
any person should exert himself for a man who has 
written a good book: he has not written it for any 
individual I may as well make a present to the post- 
man who brings me a letter. When patronage was 
limited, an authour expected to find a Maecenas, and 
complained if he did not find one. Why should he 
complain ? This Maecenas has others as good as he, 
or others who have got the start of Boswell. 

But surely, Sir, you will allow that there are men of 
merit at the bar who never get practice.” Johnson. 

“ Siivyou are sure that practice is got from an opinion 
that the person employed deserves it best; so that if 
a mail of merit at the bar does not get practice it is 
from errour, not from injustice. He is not neglected. 
A horse that is brought to market may not be bought, 
though he is a very good horse ; but that is from 
ignorance, not from intention.” 

There was in this discourse much novelty, ingenuity, 
and discrimination, such as is seldom to be found. 
Yet I cannot help thinking that men of merit, who 
have no success in life, may be forgiven for lamenting^ 
if they are not allowed to complain. They may con- 
sider it as hard that their merit should not have its 
suitable distinction. Though there is no intentional 
injustice towards them on the part of the world, their 
merit not having been perceived, they may yet repine 
against fortune, or fate, or by whatever name they 
choose to call the supposed mythological poiver of 
Destiny, It has, however, occurred to me, as a conso- 
latory thought, that men of merit should consider 
thus :^How much harder would it be if the same 
persons had both all the merit and all the prosperity. 
Would not this be a miserable distribution for the 
poor dunces ? Would men of merit exchange their 
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intellectual superiority, and the enjoyments arising 
from it, for external distinction and the pleasures of 
wealth? If they would not, let them not envy others, 
who are poor where they are rich, a compensation 
which is made to them. Let them look inwards and 
he satisfied; recollecting with conscious pride what 
Virgil finely says of the Corycius Senex, and which 
I have, in another place, ^ with truth and sincerity 
applied to Mr. Burke : 

‘‘ Regtmi (zquabat opes animisP 

On the subject of the right employment of wealth 
Johnson observed, ‘‘A man cannot make a bad use 
of his money, so far as regards Society, if he does not 
hoard it ; for if he either spends it or lends it out 
Society has the benefit. It is in general better to 
spend money than to give it away ; for industry is 
more promoted by spending money than by giving it 
away. A man who spends, his money is sure he is 
doing good with it : he is not so sure wLen he gives it 
away. A man who spends ten thousand a year will 
do more good than a man who spends two thousand 
and gives away eight.’’ 

In the evening I came to him again. He was some- 
■what fretful from his illness. A gentleman asked him 
whether he had been abi‘oad to-day. Don’t talk so 
childishly, (said he.) You may as well ask if I hanged 
myself to-day.” I mentioned politicks. Johnson. 
“ Sir, I’d as soon have a man to break my bones as 
talk to me of public affairs, internal or external. I 
have lived to see things all as bad as they can be.” 

Having mention^ his friend, the second Lord 
Southwell, he said, ‘‘ Lord Southwell was the highest- 
bred man without insolence that I ever was in com- 
pany with; the most gualitied 1 ever saw. Lord 
Orrery was not dignified ; Lord Chesterfield was, but 
he was insolent. Lord *'L '"k "v is a man 
of coarse manners, but a man of abilities and inform- 
ation. I don’t say he is a man I would set at the 
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head of a nation, though perhaps he may be as good 
as the next Prime Minister that comes; but he is a 
man to be at the head of a Club; — I don’t say onr 
Club; — for there’s no such Club.” Boswell. ^^Eut, 
Sir, was he not once a factious man?” Johnson. 

O yes, Sir ; as factious a fellow as could be found : 
one who was for sinking us all into the mob.” Bos- 
well. “ How then, Sir, did he get into favour with 
the King?” Johnson. ‘‘Because, Sir, I suppose he 
promised the King to do whatever the King pleased.” 

Pie said, “Goldsmith’s blundering speech to Lord 
Shelburne, which has been so often mentioned, and 
which he really did make to him, was only a blunder 
in emphasis : — ‘ I wonder they should call your Lord- 
ship Malagrida^ for Malagrida was a very good man ; ’ 
— meant, I wonder they should use Malagrida as a 
term of reproach.” 

Soon after this time I had an opportunity of seeing, 
by means of one of his friends, a proof that his 
talents, as well as his obliging service to authours, were 
ready as ever. He had revised “The Village,” an 
admirable poem, by the Reverend Mr. Crabbe. Its 
sentiments as to the false notions of rustick happiness 
and rustick virtue were quite congenial with his own ; 
and he had taken the trouble not only to suggest slight 
corrections and variations, but to furnish some lines, 
when he thought he could give the writer’s meaning 
better than in the words of the manuscript.^ 

^ I shall give an instance, marking the original by Roman, and 
Johnson’s substitution in Italick characters : 

“ In fairer scenes, where peaceful pleasures spring, 

Tityrus, the pride of Mantuan swains, might sing 
But charmed by him, or smitten with his views. 

Shall modern poets court the Mantuan muse ? 

From Truth and Nature shall we widely stray, 

Where Fancy leads, or Virgil led the way ? ” 

“ O/i Mincids Banks, m Ccssars hoimteous reig?t, 

If Tityrus found the goldefi age agam, 

Must sleepy hards the fattering dream prolo?tg, 

Mechanick echoes of the Mantuan song f 
From truth and nature shall we widely stray, 

Where Virgil, not where Fancy, leads the way f'* 
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Gn Sunday, March 30, I found him at home _m 
the evening, and had the pleasure to meet with Dr 
Brocklesby, whose reading and knowledge of life, and 
good spirits, supply him with a never-failing source of 
conversation. He mentioned a respectable pntleman 
who became extremely penurious near the close of his 
life. Johnson said there must have been a degree of 
madness about him. “Not at all. Sir, (said^Dr. 
Brocklesby,) his judgement was entire. Unluckily, 
however, he mentioned that, although he had a fortune 
of twenty-seven thousand pounds, he denied himself 
many comforts, from an apprehension that he could 
not afford them. “ Nay, Sir, (cried Johnson,) when 
the judgement is so disturbed that a man cannot 
count, that is pretty well.” . . 

I shall here insert a few of Johnson s sayings, witn- 
out the formality of dates, as they have no reference 
to any particular time or place. 

The more a man extends and varies his acquaint- 
ance the better.” This, however, was meant with a 
iust restriction; for he on another occasion said to 
me, “Sir, a man may be. so much of every thing that 

he is nothing of any thing.” ^ 

^‘Raising the wages of day-labourers is wrong; tor 
it does not make them live better, but only makes 
them idler, and idleness is a very bad thing for human 

nature.” . d r 

“ It is a very good custom to keep a journal tor a 

man’s own use; he may write upon a card a day all 
that is necessary to he wTitten after he has had ex- 
perience of life. At first there is a great deal to be 
written, because there is a great deal of novelty ; but 
when once a man has settled his opinions there is 
seldom much to be set dowm.” ^ , , , . , 

‘‘There is nothing wonderful in the Journal which 

"The Traveller” and “Deserted Village” of Goldsmith, were so 
small as by no means to impair the distinguished merit of the 

authour. , ^ • t ^ 

1 rin his Life of Swift, he thus speaks of this Journal . ^ 

T.. onH Viic nohtiolr.e; he keiDt a loumal of 
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we see Swift kept iit London, for it contains slight 
topicks, and it might soon be written.’ ■ 

. I praised the accuracy of an account-book of a lady 
whom I mentioned. Johnson, “Keeping accounts. 
Sir, is of no use when a man is spending bis own 
money, and has nobody to whom he is to account 
You won’t eat less beef to-day because you have 
written down what it cost yesterday.” I mentioned 
another lady who thought as he did, so that her 
husband could not get her to keep an account of the 
expence of the family, as she thought it enough that 
she never exceeded the sum allowed her. Johnson. 
“ Sir, it is fit she should keep an account, because her 
husband wishes it ; but I do not see its use.” I main- 
tained that keeping an account has this advantage, 
that it satisfies a man that his money has not been 
lost or stolen, which he might sometimes be apt to 
imagine w’ere there no written state of his expence ; 
and besides, a calculation of economy so as not to 
exceed one’s income cannot be made without a vie^v 
of the different articles in figures, that one may see 
how to retrench in some particulars less necessary than 
others. This he did not attempt to answer. 

Talking of an acquaintance of ours, wdiose narra- 
tives, which abounded in curious and interesting 
topicks, were unhappily found to be very fabulous ; 
I mentioned Lord Mansfield’s having said to me, 
“ Suppose we believe one half of what he tells.” 
Johnson. “Ay j but we don’t know half to 

believe. By his lying we lose not only our reverence 
for him, but all comfort in his conversation.” Bos- 
well. May we not take it as amusing fiction?” 

to whom he knew that whatever befel him was interesting, and no 
account could be too minute. Whether these diurnal trifles were 
properly exposed to eyes which had never received any pleasure 
from the Dean may be reasonably, doubted : they have, however, 
some odd attractionV: the reader finding frequent mention of names 
which he has been used to consider as important, goes on in hope 
of information; and as there is nothing^ to fatigue attention, if he 
is disappointed, he can hardly complain.'’ 

It may be added that the reader not only hopes to find, but does 
find, in this very entertaining Journal, much curious information 
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Johnson. ‘‘ Sir, the misfortune is that you will insen- 
sibly believe as much of it as you incline to believe.” 

It is remarkable that, notwithstanding their con- 
geniality in politicks, he never %vas acquainted with 
a late eminent noble judge, whom I have heard speak 
of him as a writer with great respect. Johnson, I 
know not upon what degree of investigation, enter- 
tained no exalted opinion of his Lordship’s intellectual 
character. Talking of him to me one day, he said, 
“ It is wonderful. Sir, with how little real superiority 
of mind men can make an eminent figure in publick 
life.” He expressed himself to the same purpose 
concerning another law-lord, who, it seems, once took 
a fancy to associate with the wits of London; but 
with so little success that Foote said, “ What can he 
mean by coming among us? He is not only dull 
himself, but the cause of diilness in others.” Trying 
him by the test of his colloquial powers, Johnson 
had found him very defective. He once said to Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, “ This man now has been ten years 
about town, and has made nothing of it ; ” meaning as 
a companion.^ He said to me, “I never heard any 
thing from him in company that was at all striking ; 
and depend upon it, Sir, it is when you come close to 
a man in conversation that y oil discover what his real 
abilities are : to make a speech in a publick assembly 
is a knack. Now I honour Thurlow, Sir; Thurlow is 
a fine fellow ; he fair!^^uts his mind to yours.” 

After repeating to hikii some of his pointed, lively 
sayings, I said, “It is a pity, Sir, you don’t always 
remember your own good things, that you may have 
a laugh when you will.” Johnson. “Nay, Sir, it is 
better that I forget them, that I may be reminded of 
them, and have a laugh on their being brought to my 
recollection.” 

When I recalled to him his having said, as we 

4 Knowing as well as I do what precision and elegance of oratory 
his Lordship can display, I cannot but suspect that his unfavour- 
able appearance in a social circle, which drew such animadversions 
tipon him, must be owing to a coid affectation of consequence, from 
beinsr reserved and stiff. Tf it Hp* cn or^ri ..r, 
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sailed up Lochlomond, “ That if he wore any thing 
fine, it should be z^erf hne ;^' 1 observed that all his 
thoughts were upon a great scale. Johnson. “De- 
pend upon it, Sir, every man will have as fine a thing 
as he can get; as large a diamond for his ring.” 
Boswell. “ Pardon me, Sir : a man of a narrow mind 
will not think of it, a slight trinket will satisfy him : 

‘ JVec' stiff err e queat majorh pondera gemmesP^^ 

I told him I should send him some “ Essays ” 
which I had written,^ which I hoped he would be so 
good as to read, and pick out the good ones. John- 
son. “ Nay, Sir, send me only the good ones ; don't 
make me pick them.” 

I heard him once say, “ Though the proverb ‘ AhiP 
him mi men abest^ si sit prudential does not always prove 
true, we may be certain of the converse of it, Nullum 
tinmen adest, si sit imprudentiar 

Once, when Mr. Seward was going to Bath and 
asked his commands, he said, “ Tell Dr. Harrington 
that I wish he would publish another volume of the 
^ Nugie antiques ff it is a very pretty book.” Mr. 
Seward seconded this wish, and recommended to Dr. 
Harrington to dedicate it to Johnson, and take for 
his motto, what Catullus says to Cornelius Nepos : 

namque tu solebas 

Meas esse aliquid putare nugas.” 

As a small proof of his kindliness and delicacy of 
feeling, the following circumstance may be mentioned : 
One evening when we were in the street together, and 
I told him I was going to sup at Mr. Beauclerk’s, he 

1 [Under tlie title of “ The Hypochondriack."— M.] 

2 It has since appeared. 

^ [A new and greatly improved edition of this ver>’ curious collec- 
tion was published by Mr, Park in 1804, in two volumes, octavo. 
In this edition the letters are chronologically arranged, and the 
account of the Bishops, which was formerly printed from a very 
corrupt copy, is taken from Sir John Harrington’s original manu- 
script, which he presented to Henry, Prince of Wales, and is now 
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said, I’ll go with you.” After having walked part of 
the way, seeming to recollect something, he suddenly 
stopped and said, I cannot go, —hut / ^0 m if love 
Beaucle?‘k the less r 

On the frame of his portrait Mr, Beauclerk had 
inscribed 

« Ingenium ingens 

Inculto latet hoc sub corpore,” 

After Mr. Beauclerk’s death, when it became Mr. 
Langton’s property, he made the inscription be de- 
faced. Johnson' said complacently, ‘Mt was kind in 
you to take it off and then after a short pause added, 
and not unkind in him to put it on.” 

He said, How few of his friends’ houses would a 
man choose to be at when he is sick ! ” He men- 
tioned one or two. I recollect only Thrale’s. 

He observed, There is a wicked inclination in most 
people to suppose an old man decayed in his intellects. 
If a young or middle-aged man, when leaving a com- 
pany, does not recollect where he laid his hat, it is 
nothing ; but if the same inattention is discovered in 
an old man people will shrug up their shoulders, and 
say, MTis memory is going.’ ” 

When I once talked to him of some of the sayings 
which every body repeats, but nobody knows where 
to find, such as, Qms Dsus vult perdere, prius de- 
7nentat ; he told me that he was once offered ten 
guineas to point out from whence Semel tnsanivrmtis 
07ri7ies w^as taken. He could not do it ; but many 
years afterwards met with it by chance in Johamies 
Baptista Ma7itua7ius} 

1 [The words occur, (as Mr. Bindley observes to me, ) in the First 
Eclogue of Maiituanus, De honesto Amore, &c. 

Id commune malum ; semel insanivimus omiies. 

With the following elucidation of the other sevfmg-—Qtios Deus (it 
should rather be — Q'ue?n Jupiter) vult perde/e, prms demeutat , — 
Mr. Boswell w^as furnished by Mr. Richard How, of Apsley, in 
Bedfordshire, as communicated to that gentleman by his friend Mr. 
John Pitts, late Rector of Great Brickhill, in Buckinghamshire : 

' “ Perhaps no scrap of Latin whatever has been more quoted than 
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I am very sorry that I did not take a note of an 
eloquent argument in which he maintained that the 
situation of Prince of Whales was the happiest of any 
person’s in the kingdom, even beyond that of the 
Sovereign. I recollect only—the enjoyment of hope, 
— the high superiority of rank, without the anxious 
cares of government, — and a great degree of power, 
both from natural influence wisely used, and from the 
sanguine expectations of those who look forward to 
the chance of future favour. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds communicated to me the 
following particulars : 

Johnson thought the poems published as translations 
from Ossian had so little merit that he said, “ Sir, a 

this. It occasionally falls even from those who are scrupulous even 
to pedantry in their Latinity, and will not admit a word into their 
compositions which has not the sanction of the first age. The 
word demento is, of no authority, either as a verb active or neuter,— 
After a long search for the purpose of deciding a bet, some gentle- 
men of Cambridge found it among the fragments of Euripides, in 
what edition I do not recollect, where it is given as a translation of 
a Greek lambick ; 

Oy ©eos 0 €X€i airoXecrat, 'Kpcar"* UTOcppsyeL. 

The above scrap was found in the hand-writing of a suicide of 
fashion, Sir D. O., some years ago, lying on the table of the room 
where he had destroyed himself. The suicide was a man of classical 
acquirements : he left no other paper. behind him.” — 

Another of these proverbial sayings — 

Incidit in Scyllam, cupiens vitare Charybdim, 

I some years ago, in a Note on a passage in The Merchant of 
Venice, traced to its source. It occurs (with a slight variation) 
in the Alexandreis of Philip Gualtier, (a poet of the thirteenth 
century) which was printed at Lyons, in 1558. Darius is the person 
addressed ; 

— Qu 5 tendis inertem, 

Rex peritiire, fugam? nescis, heu ! perdite, nescis 
Quern fugias : hostes incurris dura fugis hostem 
Incidis in Scyllam, cupiens vitare Charybdim. 

The authour of this line was first ascertained by Galleottus Martins, 
who died in 1476 ; as is observed in JVJenagiana, vqL iii. p. .130, 
edit. 1762. — For an account of Philip Gualtier, see Vossius de Poet. 
Latin, p. 254, fob 1697. 

A line not less frequently quoted than any of the preceding was 
suggested for enquiry, several years ago, in a Note on The Rape 
OF Lucrece: " . "yA 

Solamen miseris socios habuisse doloris : — 

But the author of this verse .has not, I beheve, been disco vered.— M.] 
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man might write such stuff for ever if he would abandon 
his mind to ltd' 

He said, “ A man should pass a part of his time 
the laughers which means any thing ridiculous 
or particular about him might be presented to his view 
and corrected.” I observed he must have been a 
bold laugher who would have ventured to tell Dr. 
Johnson of any of his particularities^ 

Having observed the vain ostentatious importance 
of many people in quoting the authority of Dukes and 
Lords, as having been in their company, he said he 
went to the other extreme, and did not mention his 
authority when he should have done it had it not 
been that of a Duke or a Lord. 

Dr. Goldsmith said once to Dr. Johnson that he 
wished for some additional members to the Literary 
Club, to give it an agreeable variety ; for (said he) 
there can now be nothing new among us : we have 
travelled over one another’s minds, Johnson seemed 
a little angry, and said, ‘‘ Sir, you have not travelled 
over my mind, I promise you.” Sir J oshua, however, 
thought Goldsmith right; observing that ‘‘ when people 
have lived a great deal together they know wLat each 
of them will say on every subject. A new understand- 
ing, therefore, is desirable ; because though it may 
only furnish the same sense upon a question which 
would have been furnished by those with whom we 
are accustomed to live, yet this sense will have a 
different colouring; and colouring is of much effect 
in every thing else as well as in painting.” 

Johnson used to say that he made it a constant rule 
to talk as well as he could, both as to sentiment and 
expression ; by which means what had been originally 
effort became familiar and easy. The consequence 

q I am happy, however, to mention a pleasing instance of his 
enduring with great gentleness to hear one of his most striking 
particularities pointed out: — Miss Hunter, a niece of his friend 
Christopher Smart, when a very young girl, struck by his extra- 
ordinary motions, said to him, “ Pray, Dr. Johnson, why do you ; 
make such strange gestures?” — “From bad habit, (he replied.) | 
Do you, iny dear, take care to guard against bad habits.” This I j 
was told by the young lady’s brother at Margate. 
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of this, Sir Joshua observed, was that his common 
conversation in all companies was such as to secure 
him universal attention, as something above the usual 
colloquial Style was expected. 

Yet, though Johnson had this habit in company, 
when another mode was necessary, in order to investi- 
gate truth, he could descend to a language intelligible 
to the meanest capacity. An instance of this was 
witnessed by Sir Joshua Reynolds, when they were 
present at an examination of a little blackguard boy, 
by Mr. Saunders Welch, the late Westminster Justice. 
Welch, who imagined that he was exalting himself in 
Dr. Johnson’s eyes by using big words, spoke in a 
manner that was utterly unintelligible to the boy ; Dr. 
Johnson perceiving it, addressed himself to the boy, 
and changed the pompous phraseology into colloquial 
language. Sir Joshua Reynolds, who was much amused 
by this procedure, which seemed a kind of reversing 
of what might have been expected from the two men, 
took notice of it to Dr. Johnson, as they walked away 
by themselves. Johnson said that it was continually 
the case ; and that he was always obliged to translate 
the Justice’s swelling diction, (smiling,) so as that his 
meaning might be understood by the vulgar, from 
whom information was to be obtained. 

Sir Joshua once observed to him that he had talked 
above the capacity of some people with whom they 
had been in company together. “No matter. Sir, 
(said Johnson); they consider it as a compliment to 
be talked to as if they were wiser than they are. So 
true is this. Sir, that Baxter made it a rule in every 
sermon that he preached to say something that was 
above the capacity of his audience.”^ 

Johnson’s dexterity in retort, "when he seemed to 
be driven to an extremity by his adversary, was very 
remarkable. Of his power in this respect our common 
friend, Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, has been pleased to 

1 The justness of this reniark is confirmed by the following stoiy , 
for which I am indebted to Lord Eliot : A country Parson, who 
was remarkable for quoting scraps of Latin in his sermons, haying 
died, one of his parishioners was asked how he liked his successor ; 
“ He is a very good preacher, (was his answer,) but no latiner."' 

VOL. II. T 
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furnish me with an eminent instance. However un- 
favourable to Scotland, he uniformly gave liberal praise 
to George Buchanan as a writer. In a conversation 
concerning the literary merits of the two countries, in 
which Buchanan was introduced, a Scotchman, imagin- 
ing that on this ground he should have an undoubted 
triumph over him, exclaimed, “ Ah, Dr. Johnson, what 
would you have said of Buchanan had he been an 
Englishman?’' — “ Why, Sir, (said Johnson, after a 
little pause,) I should have said of Buchanan, had 
he been an E.^glishrnany-^hzi I will now say of him 
as a Scotchman , he was the only man of genius 
his country ever produced.” ^ 

And this brings to my recollection another instance 
of the same nature. I once reminded him that when 
Dr. Adam Smith wms expatiating on the beauty of 
Glasgow he had cut him short by saying, “ Pray, Sir, 
have you ever seen Brentford? ” and I took the liberty 
to add, My dear Sir, surely that was skockmgS — 
Why, then. Sir, (he replied,) you have never seen 
Brentford.” 

Though his usual phrase for conversation was talk, 
yet he made a distinction ; for when he once told me 
that he dined the day before at a friend’s house, with 
a very pretty company ; ” and I asked him if there 
was good conversation, he answered, No, Sir ; 
had talk enough, but no conversatiofi; there was nothing 
discussedS 

Talking of the success of the Scotch in London, he 
imputed it in a considerable degree to their spirit of 
nationality. “ You know, Sir, (said he,) that no Scotch- 
man publishes a book, or has a play brought upon the 
stage, but there are five hundred people ready to 
applaud him.” 

He gave much praise to his friend Dr. Burney’s 

1 [This prompt and sarcastick retort may not unaptly be compared 
with Sir Henry Wotton's celebrated answer to a Priest in Italy, who 
asked him “ Where was your religion to be found before Luther? ” 
— “My religion was to.be found then, where yours is not to be 
found now, in the written word of God,” But Johnson’s admirable 
reply has a sharper edge and perhaps more ingenuity than that of 
Wotton.— -M,] , 
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elegant and entertaining travels, and told Mr. Seward 
that he had them in his eye wLen writing his “ Journey 
to the Western Islands of Scotland.” 

Such was his sensibility, and so much 'was he affected 
by pathe tick poetry, that when he was reading Dr. 
Beattie’s “ Hermit,” in my presence, it brought tears 
into his eyes.^ 

He disapproved much of mingling real facts with 
fiction. On this account he censured a book entitled 
“ Love and Madness.” 

Mr. Hoole told him he 'was born in Moorfields, and 
had received part of his early instruction in Grub-street, 

Sir, (said Johnson, smiling) you have been regularly 
educated.” Having asked who w^as his instructor, and 
Mr. Hoole having answered, “ My uncle, Sir, 'who w-as 
a taylor;” Johnson, recollecting himself, said, “Sir, I 
knew’’ him ; we called him the metaphysical taylor. 
He w^as of a club in Old-street, 'with me and George 
Psalmanazar, and some others : but pray, Sir, was he 
a good taylor 1 ” Mr. Hoole having answered that he 
believed he 'was too mathematical, and used to draw 
squares and triangles on his shop-board, so that he did 
not excel in the cut of a coat ; — “ I am sorry for it, 
(said Johnson,) for I W'Ould have every man to be 
master of his own business.” 

In pleasant reference to himself and Mr. Hoole, as 
brother authours, he often said, “ Let you and I, Sir, go 
together, and eat a beef-steak in Grub-street.” 

Sir William Chambers, that great Architect,^ whose 
works shew a sublimity of genius, and who is esteemed 
by all 'who know him, for his social, hospitable, and 
generous qualities, submitted the manuscript of his 
“ Chinese Architecture ” to Dr. Johnson’s perusal. 
Johnson was much pleased wkh it, and said, “ It 

1 [The particular passage which excited this strong emotion was, 
as I have heard from my fkther, the third stanza, “ ’Tis night,'* Rc. 
— Boswell.] , 

2 The Honourable Horace Walpole, now Earl of Orford, thus 
bears testimony to this gentleman’s merit as a writer ; Mr. 
Chambers’s “ Treatise on Civil Ai'chitectufe ” is the most sensible 
book, and the most exempt from prejudices, that ever \vas written 
on that science. —Preface to ‘ ‘ A necdotes of Painting in Englandf 
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wants no addition nor correction, but a few lines of I 
introduction ; which he furnished, and Sir William 
adopted.^ I 

He said to Sir William Scott, “ The age is running | 
mad after innovation; and all the business of the 
world is to be done in a new way ; men are to be [ 
hanged in a new way; Tyburn itself is not safe from ^ 
the fury of innovation.” It having been argued that 
this was an improvement. — “No, Sir, (said he, eagerly,) 
it is an improvement ; they object that the old ; 
method drew together a number of spectators. Sir, 
executions are intended to draw spectators. If they 
do not draw spectators they don’t answer their pur- 
pose. The old method was most satisfactory to all 
parties ; the publick was gratified by a procession ; the 
criminal was supported by it. Why is all this to be 
swept away?” I perfectly agree with Dr. Johnson 
upon this head, and am persuaded that executions 
now, the solemn procession being discontinued, have 
not nearly the effect which they formerly had. Magis- 
trates both in London and elsewhere have, I am 
afraid, in this had too much regard to their own- 
ease. I 

Of Dr. Hurd, Bishop of Worcester, Johnson said to 
a friend, — “Hurd, Sir, is one of a set of men who 
account for every thing systematically ; for instance, it 
has been a fashion to wear scarlet breeches; these 
men would tell you that, according to causes and 
effects, no other wear could at that time have been 
chosen.” He, however, said of him at another time 

P The introductory lines; are these: “It is difficult to avoid 
praising too little or too much. The boundless panegyricks which 
have been lavished upon the Chinese learning, policy, and arts, 
shew with what power novelty attracts regard, and how naturally 
esteem swells into admiration. 

“ I am far from desiring to be numbered among the exaggerators 
of Chinese excellence. I consider them as great, or wise, only in 
comparison with the nations that surround them : and have no 
intention to place them in competition either with the ancients or 
with the moderns of this part of the world ; yet they must be allowed | 

to claim our notice as a distinct and very singular race of men : as | 

the inhatSfi^hjAts of a region divided by its situation from all civilized I 
conn have formed their own manners, and invented their 1 
own ti^¥r\>Jthout the assistance of example. ” ! 
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to the same gentleman, “ Hurd, Shy is a man whose 
acquaintance is a valuable acquisition.” 

That learned and ingenions Prekte, it is well known, 
published at one period of his life “ Moral and Political 
Dialogues,” with a woefully Whiggish cast. Afterwards 
his Lordship, having thought better, came to see his 
erroiir, and republished the work with a more con- 
.stitutional spirit. Johnson, however, was unwilling 
to allow him full credit for his political conversion. 
1 remember when his Lordship declined the honour 
of being Archbishop of Canterbury, Johnson said, I 
am glad he did not go to Lambeth ; for, after all, I 
fear he is a Whig in his heart.” 

Johnson’s attention to precision and clearness in 
expression was very remarkable. Pie disapproved of 
a parenthesis ; and I believe in all his voluminous 
wTitings not half a dozen of them will be found. He 
never used the phrases ihe for7ner and the latter^ having 
•observed that they often occasioned obscurity; he there- 
fore contrived to construct his sentences so as not to 
have occasion for thensi, and w^ould even rather repeat 
the same words in order to avoid them. Nothing 
is more common than to mistake surnames, when w^e 
hear them carelessly uttered for the first time. To 
, prevent this, he used not only to pronounce them 
slowly and distinctly, but to take the trouble of spell- 
ing them ; a practice wLich I have often follow^ed, 
and which I wish were general. 

Such was the heat and irritability of his blood that 
not only did he pare his nails to the quick, but scraped 
the joints of his fingers with a pen-knife, till they 
seemed: quite red and raw. 

The heterogeneous composition of human nature 
was remarkably exemplified in Johnson. His liberality 
in giving his money to persons in distress was extra- 
ordinary. Yet there lurked about him a propensity to 
paltry savings One day I owned to him that “ I was 
occasionally troubled with a fit of narroimessT “ Why, 
Sir, (said he,) so am 1. B^ii I do not tell itr He has 
now and then boiTo\ved a shilling of me ; and when I 
asked him for it again seemed to be rather out of 
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humour. A droll little eircumstance once occiirred : 
As if he meant to reprimand my minute exactness as 
a creditor, he thus addressed me ; — lend 
me sixpence — to he repaidd 

This great man’s attention to small things was very 
remarkable- As an instance of it, be one day said to 
me, “ Sir, when you get silver in change for a guinea, 
look carefully at it; you may find some curious piece 
of coin.” 

Though a stern true-born RjigUshman^ and fully 
prejudiced against all other nations, he had discern- 
ment enough to see, and candour enough to censure, 
the cold reserve too common among Englishmen 
towards strangers : “ Sir, (said he,) two men of any 
other nation who are shewn into a room together, at 
a house where they are both visitors, will immediately 
find some conversation. But two Englishmen will 
probably go each to a different window and remain in 
obstinate silence. Sir, we as yet do not enough under- 
stand the common rights of humanity.” 

Johnson w’as at a certain period of his life a good 
deal with the Earl of Shelburne, now Marquis of 
Lansdowne, as he doubtless could not but have a due 
value for that nobleman’s activity of mind and un- 
common acquisitions of important knowledge, however 
much he might disapprove of other parts of his Lord- 
ship’s character, which were widely different from his 
own. 

Maurice Morgann, Esq., authour of the very in- 
genious “ Essay on the character of Falstaff,” ^ being 
a particular friend of his Lordship, had once an oppor- 
tunity of entertaining Johnson for a day or two at 
Wycombe, when its Lord was absent, and by him I 
have been favoured with two anecdotes. 

One is not a little to the credit of Johnson’s candour, 
Mr. Morganii and he had a dispute pretty late at 
night, in w^hich Johnson would not give up, though 

1 Johnson being asked his opinion of this Essny» answered, 

“ Why, Sir,, we .shall have the man come forth again ; and as he 
has proved Falstaff to be no coward, he may prove lago to he a very 
■good'charaeter.” 
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he had the wrong side ; and, in short, both kept the 
held. Next morning, when they met in the breakfast- 
ing-room, Dr. Johnson accosted Mr. Morgann thus : 
^‘Sir, I have been thinking on our dispute last night] 

You were in the right "'* 

The other was as follows : Johnson, for sport 
perhaps, or from the spirit of contradiction, eagerly 
maintained that Derrick had merit as a wTiter. Mr. 
Morgann argued with him directly, in vain. At 
length he had recourse to this device. “ Pray, Sir, 
(said he,) whether do you reckon Derrick or Smart 
the best poet ? Johnson at once felt himself roused ; 
and answered, ‘‘Sir, there is no settling the point of 
precedency between a louse and a flea.” 

Once, when checking my boasting too frequently 
of myself in company, he said to me, “ Boswell, you 
often vaunt so much as to provoke ridicule. You put 
me in mind of a man who was standing in the kitchen 
of an inn with his back to the fire, and thus accosted 
the person next him, ‘ Do you know, Sir, who I am ? ^ 
‘No, Sir, (said the other,) I have not that advantage.' 
‘Sir, (said he,) I am the great Twalmley, who in- 
vented the New Floodgate Iron.'”^ The Bishop of 
Killaloe, on my repeating the story to him, defended 
Twalmley, by observing that he was entitled to the 
epithet of great ; for Virgil in his group of worthies in 
the Elysian fields— 

Mic maniis ob patriam pugnando milnera passi ; &c. 
mentions 

Inventas aut qui vifa?n excohiere per artes. 

He was pleased to say to me one morning when we 
w'ere left alone in his study, “ Boswell, I think I am 
easier with you than mth almost any body.” 

He would not allow Mr. David Hume any credit 

^ What the gnYit Twalmley was so prciid of having invented 
was neither more or less than a kind of box-iron for smoothing 
linen. 
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for his political principles, though similar to his own * 
saying of him, ‘‘Sir, he was a Tory by chance.” ' 

His acute observation of human life made him 
remark, “Sir, there is nothing by which a man 
exasperates most people more than by displaying a 
superior ability of brilliancy in conversation. They 
seem pleased at the time ; but their envy makes them 
curse him at their hearts.” 

My readers will probably be surprised to hear that 
the great Dr. Johnson could amuse himself with so 
slight and playful a species of composition as a 
Charade. I have recovered one which he made on 
Dr. Barnard, now J.ord Bishop of Killaloe ; ^ who has 
been pleased for many years to treat me with so much 
intimacy and social ease that I may presume to call 
him not only my Bight Reverend, but my very dear, 
Friend. I therefore with peculiar pleasure give to 
the world a just and elegant compliment thus paid to 
his Lordship by Johnson. 


Charade. 

first‘s shuts out thieves from your house or your 
room, 

My second ^ expresses a Syrian perfume. 

My whole ^ is a man in whose converse is shar’d 

Ihe strength of a Bar and the sweetness of Nard.” 

Johnson asked Richard Owen Cambridge, Esq., if 
he had read the Spanish translation of Sallust, said to 
be written by a Prince of Spain wilsh the assistance of 
his tutor, who is professedly the authour of a treatise 
annexed on the Phoenician language. 

Mr. Cambridge commended the work, particularly 
as he thought the Translator understood his authour 
better than is commonly the case with Translators; 
but said he was disappointed in the purpose for which 
he borrowed the book; to see whether a Spaniard 

I [Afterwards translated to the see of Limerick —M 1 
® Bar. 3 Nard. 4 Barnard. 
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could be better furnished with inscriptions from monu- 
ments, coins, or other antiquities, which he might more 
probai)ly find on a coast so immediately opposite to 
Carthage, than the Antiquaries of any other countries. 
Johnson. “I am very sorry you were not gratified 
in your expectations.” Cambridge. “ The language 
would have been of little use, as there is no history 
existing in that tongue to balance the partial accounts 
which the Roman writers have left us.” Johnson. 
“ No, Sir. They have not been partial^ they have told 
their own story, without shame or regard to equitable 
treatment of their injured enemy; they had no com- 
punction, no feeling for a Carthaginian. Why, Sir, 
they ’would never have borne Virgil's description of 
HEneas’s treatment of Dido if she had not been a 
Carthaginian.” 

I gratefully acknowledge this and other communica- 
tions from Mr. Cambridge, whom, if a beautiful villa 
on the banks of the Thames, a few miles distant from 
London, a numerous and excellent library, which he 
accurately knows and reads, a choice collection of 
pictures, which he understands and relishes, an easy 
fortune, an amiable family, an extensive circle of 
friends and acquaintance, distinguished by rank, 
fashion, and genius, a literary fame, various, elegant, 
and still increasing, colloquial talents rarely to be 
found, and with all these means of happiness enjoying, 
when well advanced in years, health and vigour of 
body, serenity and animation of mind, do not entitle 
to be addressed fortimate seiiex ! I know not to whom, 
in any age, that expression could with propriety have 
been used. Long may he live to hear and to feel it 1 

Johnson’s love of little children, which he discovered 
upon all occasions, calling them pretty dears,” and 
giving them sweetmeats, ’was an undoubted proof of 
the real humanity and gentleness of his disposition. 

His uncommon kindness to his servants, and serious 
concern, not only for their comfort in this world, but 

3 [Mr. Cambridge enjoyed all the blessings here enumerated for 
many years after this passage was written. He died at his _^seat 
near Twickenham, Sept. 17/ 1802, in his eighty-sixth year. — M,] 

VOL. IT. ^ 
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their happiness in the next, ^vas another unquestionable 
evidence of what all, who were intimately acquainted 
with him, knew to be true. 

Nor would it be just under this head to omit the 
fondness which he shewed for animals which he had 
taken under his protection. I never shaH forget the 
indulgence with which he treated Hodge, his cat • for 
whom he himself used to go out and buy oysters, lest 
the servants, having that trouble, should take a dislike 
to the poor creature. I am, unluckily, one of those 
who have an antipathy to a cat, so that l am uneasy 
when in the room with one; and I own I frequently, 
suffered a good deal from the presence of this same 
Hodge. I recollect him one day scrambling up Dr. 
Johnson's breast, apparently with much satisfaction, 
while my friend, smiling and half-whistling, rubbed 
down his back, and pulled him by the tail ; and when 
I observed he was a fine cat, saying, ‘‘ Why, yes, Sir, 
but I have had cats ^vhom I liked better than this ; ” 
and then, as if perceiving Hodge to be out of counte- 
nance, adding, but he is a very fine cat, a very fine 
cat indeed.'' 

This reminds me of the ludicrous account which he 
gave Mr. Langton of the despicable state of a young 
gentleman of good family. “ Sir, when i heard of 
him last he was running about town shooting cats." 
And then, in a sort of kindly reverie, he bethought 
himself of his own favourite cat, and said, “But 
Hodge sha’n’t be shot : no, no, Hodge shall not be 
shot.” 

He thought Mr. Beauclerk made a shrewd and 
judicious remark to Mr., Langton, who, after having 
been for the first time in company with a well-known 
wit about town, was warmly admiring and praising 
him,— “ See him again,” said Beauclerk. 

His respect for the Hierarchy, and particularly the 
Dignitaries of the Church, has been more than once 
exhibited in the course of this work. Mr. Seward 
saw him presented to the Archbishop of York, and 
described his Bow to m Arch-Bishop as such a studied 
elaboration of homage, : such an extension of limb, 
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such a flexion of body, as have seldom or ever been 
■equalled. " 

I cannot help mentioning, with much regret, that by 
my own negligence I lost an opportunity of having 
. the history of my family from its founder Thomas 
Boswell, in 1504, recorded andillustrated by Johnson’s 
pen. Such was his goodness to me that, when I 
presumed to solicit him for so great a favour, he was 
pleased to say, Let me have all the materials you 
can collect, and I will do it both in Latin and English; 
then let it be printed, and copies of it be deposited 
in various places for security and preservation.” I 
can now only do the best I can to make up for this 
loss, keeping my great Master steadily in view. 
Family histories, like the imagines majorum of the 
ancients, excite to virtue ; and I wish that they who 
really have blood would be more careful to trace and 
ascertain its course. Some have affected to laugh 
at the history of the house of Yvery : ^ it would be 
well if many others would transmit their pedigrees to 
posterity with the same accuracy and generous zeal 
wuth which the Noble Lord who compiled that work 
has honoured and perpetuated his ancestry. 

Gn Thursday, April 10, I introduced to him, at his 
house in Bolt-court, the Honourable and Beverend 
William Stuart, son of the Earl of Bute ; a gentleman 
truly wmrthy of being known to Johnson ; being, with 
all the advantages of high birth, learning, travel, and 
elegant manners, an exemplary parish-priest in every 
respect. 

After some compliments on both sides, the tour 
which Johnson and I had made to the Hebrides was 
mentioneL Johnson. “ I got an acquisition of more 
ideas by it than by any thing that I remember. I 
saw quite a different system of life.” Boswell. “ You 
would not like to make the same journey again?” 

^ [Written by John, Earb of 'Egmont, and printed (but not 
published) in 1764.— M.] ' 

[At that time Vicar of Luton in Bedfordshire, where he lived 
for some years, and fully merited the character given of him in the 
text ; now [1806] Lord Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of 
Ireland.— -M.] , - ■ ' 
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Johnson. ‘‘Why no, Sir; not the same : it is a tale 
told. Gravina, an Italian critick, observes that every 
man desires to see that of which he has read ; but no 
man desires to read an account of what he has seen : 
so much does description fail short of reality. De- 
scription only excites curiosity : seeing satisfies it.. 
Other people may go and see the Hebrides.” Bos- 
well. “ I should wish to go and see some country 
totally different from what I have been used to ; such 
as Turkey, where religion and every thing else are 
diffex*ent.” Johnson. “ Yes, Sir ; there are two objects 
of curiosity, — the Christian world and the Mahometan 
world. All the rest maybe considered as barbarous.” 
Boswell. “ Pray, Sir, is ‘ The Turkish Spy ’ a genuine 
book?” Johnson. “No, Sir. Mrs. Manley, in her 
Life, says that her father wrote the first two volumes : 
and in., another book, ‘Dunton’s Life and Errours,Vwe 
find that the rest was written by one at two 

guineas a sheet, under the direction of Dr. Midgeley.” 

Boswell. “This has been a very factious reign, 
owing to the too great indulgence of Government.” 
Johnson. “/ think so, Sir. What at first was lenity, 
grew timidity. Yet this is reasoning a posteriori^ and 
may not be just. Supposing a few had at first been 
punished, I believe faction would have been crushed ; 
but it might have been said that it was a sanguinary 
reign. A man cannot tell d priori what will be best 
for government to do. This reign has been very un- 
fortunate. We have had an unsuccessful war; but 
that does not prove that we have been ill governed.. 
One side or other must prevail in war, as one or other 
must win at play. When we beat Louis we were not 
better governed ; nor were the French better governed 
when Louis beat us.” 

1 [“ The Turkish Spy" was pretended to have been written 
originally in Arabick ; from Arabick translated into Italian, and 
thence into English. The real authour of the work, which was in 
fact originally written in Italian, was I. P. Marana, a Genoese, who 
died at Paris in 1693. 

John Dunton, in his Life, says that '^Mx. William Bradshazv 
received from Dr. Midgeley forty shillings a sheet for writing part 
of ‘ The Turkish Spy ; ’ but Ido not find that he any where mentions 
as engaged in that work."— M.J 
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On Saturday, x\pril 12, I visited him, in company 
with Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, whom, though a Whig, 
he highly valued. One of the best things he ever said 
was to this gentleman; who, before he set out for 
Ireland as Secretary to Lord Northingtoh, when Lord 
Lieutenant, expressed to the Sage some modest and 
virtuous doubts whether he could bring himself to 
practise those arts which it is supposed a person in 
that situation has occasion to employ. “Don’t be 
afraid, Sir, (said Johnson, with a pleasant smile,) you 
will soon make a very pretty rascal.” 

He talked to-day a good deal of the wonderful 
extent and variety of London, and observed that men 
of curious enquiry might see in it such modes of life 
as very few could even imagine. He in particular 
recommended to us to explore Wapping^ which we 
resolved to do.^ 

Mr. Lowe, the painter, who was with him, was very 
much distressed that a large picture which he had 
painted was refused to be received into the Exhibition 
of the Royal Academy. Mrs. Thrale knew Johnson’s 
character so superficially as to represent him as un- 
willing to do small acts of benevolence ; and mentions, 
in particular, that he would hardly take the trouble to 
wwite a letter in favour of his friends. The truth, how- 
ever, is that he was remarkable, in an extraordinary 
degree, for what she denies to him ; and, above all, 
for this very sort of kindness, -writing letters for those 
to whom his solicitations might be of service. He 
now gave Mr. Lowe the following, of which I was 
diligent enough, with his permission, to take copies 
at the next coffee-house, while Mn Windham was so 
good as to stay by me. 

“To Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

“ SIR, 

“ Mr. Lowe considers himself as cut off from all 
credit and all hope by the rejection of his picture 

^ We accordingly carried our scheme into execution, in October, 
1792 ; but whether from that uniformity wdiich has in modern times, 
in a great degree, spread through every part of the metropolis, or 
from our want of sufficient exertion, we were disappointed. 
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from the Exhibition. ^ this work he has ex- ^ 

hausted all his powers, and suspended all his expecta- 
tions : and, certainly, to be refused an opportunity 
of taking the opinion of the publick is in itself a | 
very great hardship. It is to be condemned without 
a trial. j 

‘‘If you could procure the revocation of this in- i 
capacitating edict, you would deliver an unhappy man 
from great affliction. The Council has sometimes 
reversed its own determination; and I hope that by | 
your interposition this luckless picture may be got | 
admitted. I 

“I am, &c. ! 

“Sam. Johnson/* 

" April 12, 1783.’' 

“ To Mr. Barry. 

“ SIR, 

“ Mr. Lowe’s exclusion from the exhibition gives 
him more trouble than you and the other gentlemen 
of the Council could imagine or intend. He considers 
disgrace and ruin as the inevitable consequence of 
your determination. , 1 

“He says that some pictures have been received i 

after rejection; and if there be any such precedent I 
earnestly entreat that you will use your interest in his 
favour. Of his work I can say nothing ; I pretend not 
to judge of painting, and this picture I never saw r 
but I conceive it extremely hard to shut out any man 
from the possibility of success ; and therefore I repeat 
my request that you will propose the re-consideration 
of Mr. Lowe’s case; and if there be any among the 
Council with whom my name can have any weight, be 
pleased to communicate to them the desire of. Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“ Sam, Johnson.” 

‘ ‘ April 12, 1783.” 

Such intercession was too powerful to be resisted ; ^ 

and Mr. Lowe’s performance was admitted at Somerset 
Place. The subject, as I recollect, was the Deluge, | 
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at that point of time when the water was verging to 
the top of the last uncovered mountain. Near to 
the spot was seen the last of the antediluvian race, 
exclusive of those who were saved in the ark of Noah. 
This was one of those giants, then the inhabitants of 
the earth, who had still strength to swim, and with one 
of his hands held aloft his infant child. Upon the 
small remaining dry spot appeared a famished lion, 
ready to spring at the child and devour it Mr. 
Low^e told me that Johnson said to him, Sir, your 
picture is noble and probable.”— ‘UA compliment, 
indeed, (said Mr. Lowe,) from a man who cannot lie, 
and cannot be mistaken.” 

About this time he wrote to Mrs. Lucy Porter, 
mentioning his bad health, and that he intended a 
visit to Lichfield. “ It is, (says he,) with no great 
expectation of amendment that I make every year a 
journey into the country : but it is pleasant to visit 
those whose kindness has been often experienced.” 

On April 18, (being Good-Frida}’,) I found him at 
breakfast, in his usual manner upon that day, drinking 
tea without milk, and eating a cross bun to prevent 
faintness; we went to St Clement’s church, as 
formerly. When we came home from church, he 
placed himself on one of the stone-seats at his garden- 
door, and I took the other, and thus in the open air, 
and in a placid frame of mind, he talked away very 
easily. Johnson. ^‘Were I a country gentleman, I 
should not be very hospitable, I should not have 
crowds in my house.” Boswell. ^^Sir Alexander 
Dick tells me that he remembers having a thousand 
people in a year to dine at his house ; that is, reckon- 
ing each person as one, each time that he dined there.” 
Johnson. That, Sir, is about three a day.” Boswell. 
“How your statement lessens the idea.” Johnson. 

“ That, Sir, is the good of ’ counting. It brings every 
thing to a certainty which before floated in the mind 
indefinitely.” Boswell. “ But Onme ignoitm pj'o 
magnifico esf : one is sorry to have this diminished.” 
Johnson. “ Sir, you should not allow yourself to be 
delighted with errour.” Boswell. “ Three a day 
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seem but few.’' Johnson. ‘‘Nay, Sir, he who enter- 
tains three a day does very liberally. And if there is 
a large family, the poor entertain those three, for they 
eat what the poor would get : there must be super- 
fluous meat; it must be given to the poor, or thrown 
out.” Boswell. “ I observe in London that the 
poor go about and gather bones, wLich I understand 
are manufactured.” Johnson. “ Yes, Sir ; they boil 
them, and extract a grease from them for greasing 
wheels and other purposes. Of the best pieces they 
make a mock ivory, which is used for hafts to knives 
and various other things ; the coarser pieces they burn, 
and pound, and sell the ashes.” Boswell. “ For what 
purpose, Sir ? ” Johnson. “ Why, Sir, for making a 
furnace for the chemists for melting iron. A paste 
made of burnt bones will stand a stronger heat than 
any thing else. Consider, Sir; if you are to melt 
iron you cannot line your pot with brass, because it is 
softer than iron, and would melt sooner; nor with 
iron, for though malleable iron is harder than cast 
iron, yet it would not do ; but a paste of burnt-bones 
will not melt.” Boswell. “ Do you know, Sir, I 
have discovered a manufacture, to a great extent, 
of what you only piddle at, — scraping and drying the 
peel of oranges.^ At a place in Newgate-street there 
is a prodigious quantity prepared, which they sell to 
the distillers.” Johnson. “Sir, I believe they make 
a higher thing out of them than a spirit ; they make 
what is called orange-butter, the oil of the orange 
inspissated, which they mix perhaps with common 
pomatum, and make it fragrant. The oil does not fly 
off in the drying.” 

Boswell. “ I wish to have a good walled garden.” 
Johnson. “ I don’t think it would be worth the expence 
to you. We compute, in England, a park-wall at a 
thousand pounds a mile; now a garden-wall must 
cost at least as much. You intend your trees should 

^ It is suggested to me by an anonymous Annotator on my Work 
that the reason why Dr. Johnson collected the peels of squeezed 
oranges may be found in the 3s8th Letter in Mrs. Piozzi’s Col- 
lection, where it appears that he recommended “ dried orange-peel, 
finely powdered,” as a medicine. 
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I growhigher than a deer will leap. Now let us see ; — 
for a hundred pounds you could only have forty-four 
square yards, which is very little ; for two hundred 
pounds you may have eighty-four square yards, which 
is very well But when will you get the value of tw^o 
hundred pounds of walls, in fruit, in your climate ? 
No, Sir, such contention with Nature is not w^orth 
while, I w'ould plant an orchard, and have plenty of 
such fruit as ripen W'dl in your country. My friend, 

I Dr. Madden, of Ireland, said that ‘ in an orchard 
j there should be enough to eat, enough to lay up, 

I enough to be stolen, and enough to rot upon the 
ground.’ Cherries are an early fruit, you may have 
them ; and you may have the early apples and pears.” 
Boswell. “ We cannot have nonpareils.” Johnson. 

Sir, you can no more have nonpareils than you can 
have grapes.” Boswell. ‘‘We have them, Sir; but 
they are very bad.” Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, never try 
to have a thing merely to shew^ that you ca?inof have 
it. From ground that would let for forty shillings 
you may have a large orchard ; and you see it costs 
you only forty shillings. Nay, you may graze the 
ground w^hen the trees are grown up ; you cannot 
while they are young.” Boswell. “ Is not a good 
garden a very common thing in England, Sir ? ” John- 
son. “Not so common. Sir, as you imagine. In 
Lincolnshire there is hardly an orchard ; in Stafford- 
shire very little fruit.” Boswell. “Has Langton no 
orchard?” Johnson. “ No, Sir.” Boswell. “ How so, 
Sir?” Johnson. “Why, Sir, from the general negli- 
gence of the county. He has it not because nobody 
else has it.” Boswell. “ A hot-house is a certain 
thing; I may have that.” Johnson. “A hot-house is 
pretty certain ; but you must first build it, then you 
must keep fires in it, and you must have a gardener to 
take care of it” Boswell. “ But if I have a gardener 
at any rate ? — ” Johnson. “ Why, yes.” Boswell. 

“ I’d have it near my house ; there is no need to have 
it in the orchard.” Johnson. “Yes, I’d have it near 
my house. — ^I would plant a great many currants ; the 
fmit is good, and they make a pretty sweetmeat.” 
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I record this minute detail, which some may think 
trifling, in order to shew clearly how this great man, 
whose mind could grasp such large and extensive 
subjects, as he has shewn in his literary labours, was 
yet well-informed in the common affairs of life, and 
loved to illustrate them. 

Mr. Walker, the celebrated master of elocution, 
came in, and then we went up stairs into the study. 
I asked him if he had taught many clergymen. John- 
son. “ I hope not.” Walker. “ I have taught only 
one, and he is the best reader I ever heard, not by 
my teaching, but by his own natural talents.” John- 
vSON. Were he the best reader in the world, I would 
not have it told that he was taught. ” Here was one 
of his peculiar prejudices. Could it be any disadvan- 
tage to the clergyman to have it known that he was 
taught an easy and graceful delivery? Boswell. Will 
you not allow. Sir, that a man may be taught to read 
well ? ” Johnson. Why, Sir, so far as to read better 
than he might do without being taught, yes. Formerly 
it was supposed that there was no difference in read- 
ing, but that one read as well as another.” Boswell. 

It is wonderful to see old Sheridan as enthusiastick 
about oratory as ever.” Walker.; His enthusiasm 
as to what oratory will do mdy be too great : but he 
reads well.” Johnson. “ He reads well, but he reads 
low ; and you know it is much easier to read low than 
to read high ; for when you read high you are much 
more limited, your loudest note can be but one, and so 
the variety is less in proportion to the loudness. Now 
some people have occasion to speak to an extensive 
audience, and must speak loud to be heard.” Walker. 

“ The art is to read strong, though low.” 

Talking of the origin of ianguage :— Johnson. It 
must have come by inspiration. A thousand, nay, a 
million of children could iiot invent a language. While 
the organs are pliable, there is not understanding 
enough to form a language ; by the time that there is 
understanding enough the organs are become stiff. We 
know that after a certain age we cannot learn to pro- 
nounce a new language; No foreigner who comes to 
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England when advanced in life ever pronounces 
English tolerably well ; at least such instances are very 
rare. When I maintain that language must have 
come by inspiration, I do not mean that inspiration is 
required for rhetorick, and all the beauties of language ; 
for when once man has language we can conceive 
that he may gradually form modifications of it. I 
mean only that inspiration seems to me to be necessary 
to give man the faculty of speech ; to inform him that 
he may have speech ; which I think he could no more 
find out without inspiration than cows or hogs wmuld 
think of such a faculty.” Walker. ‘‘ Do you think, 
Sir, that there are any perfect synonyms in any 
language?” Johnson. “ Originally there were not; 
but by using words negligently, or in poetry, one word 
comes to be confounded with another.” 

He talked of Dr. Dodd. A friend of mine, (said 
he,) came to me and told me that a lady wished to 
have Dr. Dodd’s picture in a bracelet, and asked me 
for a motto. I said I could think of no better than 
Currat Lex. I was very willing to have him pardoned, 
that is, to have the sentence changed to transportation : 
but, when he was once hanged, I did not wish he 
should be made a saint.” 

Mrs. Burney, wife of his friend Dr. Burney, came 
in, and he seemed to be entertained with her conver- 
sation. 

Garrick’s funeral was talked of as extravagantly 
expensive. Johnson, from his dislike to exaggeration, 
would not allow that it was distinguished by any ex- 
traordinary pomp. Were there not six horses to 
each coach? ” said Mrs. Burney. Johnson. “ Madam, 
there were no more six horses than six phoenixes.” 

Mrs, Burney wondered that some very beautiful 
new buildings should be erected in Moorfields, in so 
shocking a situation as between Bedlam and St. Luke’s 
Hospital; and said she could not live there. John- 
son. “ Nay, Madam, you see nothing there to hurt 
you. You no more think of madness by having 
windows that look to Bedlam than you think of 
death by having windows that look to a churchyard.” 
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Mrs. Burney. “ We may look to a churchyard, Sir • for 
it is right that we should be kept in mind of death.” 
Johnson. “Nay, Madam, if you go to that, it is right 
that \YQ should be kept in mind of madness, which is 
occasioned by too much indulgence of imagination. 
I think a very moral use may be made of these new 
buildings : I would have those who have heated 
imaginations live there, and take warning.” Mrs. 
Burney. “.But, Sir, many of the poor people that are 
mad have become so from disease, or from distressing 
events. It is, therefore, not their fault, but their mis- 
fortune ; and, therefore, to think of them is a melan- 
choly consideration.” 

Time passed on in conversation till it was too late 
for the service of the church at three o’clock. I took 
a walk and left him alone for some time ; then returned, 
and we had coffee and conversation again by ourselves. 

I stated the character of a noble friend of mine as 
a curious case for his opinion : — “ He is the most in- 
explicable man to me that I ever knew. Can you 
explain him, Sir ? He is, I really believe, noble-minded, 
generous, and princely. But his most intimate friends 
may be separated from him for years without his ever 
asking a question concerning them. He will meet 
them with a formality, a coldness, a stately indiffer- 
ence ; but when they come close to him, and fairly 
engage him in conversation, they find him as easy, 
pleasant, and kind as they could wish. One then 
.supposes that what is so agreeable will soon be re- 
newed ; but stay away from him for half a year and he 
will neither call on you nor send to enquire about 
you.” Johnson. “Why, Sir, I cannot ascertain his 
character exactly, as I do not know him ; but I should 
not like to have such a man for my friend. He may 
love study, and wish not to be interrupted by his 
friends ; Amid fims temp oris. He may be a frivolous 
man, and be so much occupied with petty pursuits 
that he may not want friends. Or he may have a 
notion that there is a dignity in appearing indifferent, 
while he in fact may not be more indifferent at his 
heart than another,” 


17S3 A SINGULAR CHARACTER 565 

We went to evening prayers at St Clement’s, at 
seven, and then parted d 

^ [The reader wilT recollect that in the year 1775, when Dn. 
Johnson visited France, he was kindly entertained by the Englisli 
Benedictine Monks at Paris. (See vol. i. p. 722.) One of that body, 
the Reverend James Compton, in the course of some conversation: 
with him at that time, asked him if any of them should become con- 
verts to the Protestant faith, and should visit England, whether they 
might hope for a friendly reception from. him ; to which he warmly 
replied “that he should receive such a convert most cordially." 
In consequence of this conversation, Mr. Compton, a few years: 
afterwards, having some doubts concerning the religion in which he 
had been bred, was induced, by reading the noth Number of Thb: 
Rambler (on Repentance), to consider the subject more deeply ; 
and the result of his inquiries was a determination to become a 
Protestant. With this view, in the summer of 1782, he returned to 
his native country, from whence he had been absent from his sixth, 
to hi_s thirty-fifth year ; and on his arrival in London, very scantily 
provided with the means of subsistence, he immediately repaired tO' 
Bolt-court, to visit Dr. Johnson ; and having informed him of his 
desire to be admitted into the Church of England, for this purpose 
solicited liis aid to procure for him an introduction to the Bishop of 
London (Dr. Lovvth). At the time of his first visit, Johnson was so 
much indisposed that he could allow him only a short conversation, 
of a few mimiles ; but he desired him to call again in the course of 
the following week. When Mr. Compton visited him a second 
time he was perfectly recovered from his indisposition ; received 
him with the utmost cordiality ; and not only undertook the manage- 
ment of the business in which his friendly interposition had been, 
requested, but with great kindness exerted himself in this gentle- 
man’s favour, with a view to his future subsistence, and immediately 
supplied him with the means of present support. 

Finding that the proposed introduction to the Bishop of London 
had from some accidental causes been deferred, lest Mr. Compton, 
who then lodged at Highgate, should suppose himself neglected, he 
wrote him the following note : 

“ To THE Reverend Mr. Compton. 

“SIR, 

“ I HAVE directed Dr. Vyse’s letter to be sent to you, that you 
may know the situation of your business. Delays are incident to 
all affairs ; but there appears nothing in your case of either super- 
ciliousness or neglect. Dr. Vyse seems to wish you well. 

“ I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Jopinson." 

“ Oct. 6, 1782." 

Mr. Compton having, by Johnson’s advice, quitted Highgate, 
and settled in London, had now more frequent opportunities- of 
visiting his friend, and profiting by his conversation and advice. 
Still, however, his means of subsistence being very scanty, Dr. 
Johnson kindly promised to afford him a decent maintenance, 
until by his own exertions he should be able to obtain a livelihood ; 
which benevolent offer he accepted, and lived entirely at Johnson’s 
expence till the end of January, 1783.; in which month, having 
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On Sunday, April 20, being Easter-day, after attend- 
ing solemn service at St. PauFs, I came to Dr. John- 
son, and found Mr. Lowe, the painter, sitting with 
him. Mr. Lowe mentioned the great number of new 
buildings of late in London, yet that Dr. Johnson had 
observed that the number of inhabitants was not in- 
creased. Johnson. ‘‘ Why, Sir, the bills of mortality 
prove that no more people die now than formerly ; so 
it is plain no more live. The register of births proves 

previously been introduced to Bishop Lowth, he was received into 
our communion in St. James’s parish-church. In the following 
April, the place of Under-Master of St. Paul's school having become 
vacant, his friendly protector did him a more essential service, by 
writing the following letter in his favour to the Mercers’ Company, 
in whom the appointment of the new Under-Master lay : 

“ To THE Worshipful Company of the Mercers. 

GENTLEMEN, . 

“At the request of the Reverend Mr. James Compton, who 
now solicits your votes to be elected Under-Master of St. Paul’s 
School, i testify, with great sincerity, that he is in my opinion a 
man of abilities sufficient, and more than sufficient, for the duties 
of the office for which he is a candidate. 

“ I am, Gentlemen, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

Bolt-Court, Fleet-street, 

April 19, 1783,” 

Though this testimony in Mr. Compton’s favour was not attended 
with immediate success, the Reverend Mr. Edwards, who had been 
bred in St. Paul's School, having been elected to fill the vacant 
office, yet Johnson’s kindness was not w’ithout effect ; and the result 
of his recommendation shews how highly he was estimated in the 
great commercial city of London ; for his letter procured Mr. 
Compton so many well-wishers in the respectable Company of 
MercerSj that he was honoured, by the fevour of several of its 
members, with more applications to teach Latin and French than 
lie could find time to attend to.— -In 1796, the Reverend Mr. Gibert, 
one of his Majesty’s French Chaplains, having accepted a living in 
Guernsey, nominated Mr, Compton as his substitute at the French 
Chapel of St. James’s ; which appointment in April, 1811, he re- 
linquished for a better in the French Chapel at Bethnal-Green. —By 
the favour of Dr. Porteus, the late excellent Bishop of London, he 
was also appointed, in 1802, Chaplain of the Dutch Chapel at St. 
James’s ; a station which he still holds. 

The preceding account of this gentleman’s conversion, and of 
Johnson’s subsequent liberality to him, would doubtless have been 
embodied by our author in his work had he been apprized of the 
circumstances above related ; which add one more proof to those 
which Mr. Boswell has accumulated of Johnson’s uniform and 
unbounded ;benevQleitce.—M.;J , : 
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nothing, for not one-tenth of the people of London 
are born there.’' Boswell. “ I believe, Sir, a great 
I many of the children born in London die early.” 

I Johnson. ‘‘ Why, yes, Sir.”- Boswell. “But those 
who do live are as stout and strong people as any : 

I Dr. Price says they must be naturally strong to get 
I through.” Johnson. “ That is system, Sir. A great 
traveller observes that it is said there are no weak or 
I deformed people among the Indians; but he with 
I much sagacity assigns the reason of this, which is, that 
I the hardship of their life as hunters and fishers does 
i not allow weak or diseased children to grow up. Now 
had I been an Indian I must have died early; my 
eyes would not have served me to get food. I indeed 
now could fish, give me English tackle ; but had I 
been an Indian I must have starved, or they would 
have knocked me on the head when they saw I could 
do nothing.” Boswell,. “ Perhaps they would have 
taken care of you ; we are told they are fond of oratory, 
— you would have talked to them.” Johnson. “ Nay, 
Sir, I should not have lived long enough to be fit to 
talk ; I should have been dead before I w^as ten years 
old. Depend upon it, Sir, a savage, when he is hungry, 
will not carry about with him a looby of nine years 
old who cannot help himself. They have no affection, 
Sir.” Boswell. “ I believe natural affection, of which 
we hear so much, is very small.” Johnson. “Sir, 
natural affection is nothing: but affection from prin- 
ciple and established duty is sometimes wonderfully 
strong.” Lowe. “ A hen. Sir, will feed her chickens 
in preference to herself.” Johnson. “ But we don’t 
know that the hen is hungry; let the hen be fairly 
hungry, and I’ll warrant she’ll peck the corn herself. 
A cock, I believe, will feed hens instead of himself ; 
but we don’ t know that the cock is hungry.” Boswell. 
“ And that, Sir, is not from affection but gallantry. 
But some of the Indians have affection.” Johnson. 
“ Sir, that they help some of their children is plain; 
for some of them live, which they could not do without 
being helped.” 

I dined with him ; the company were, Mrs, Williams, 
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Mrs. Desmoulins, and Mr. Lowe. He seemed not to 
be well, talked little, grew drowsy soon after dinner, 
and retired ; upon which I went away. 

Having next day gone to Mr. Burke's seat in the 
country, from whence I was recalled by an express 
that a near relation of mine had killed his antagonist 
in a duel, and w^as himself dangerously wounded, 1 
saw little of Dr. Johnson till Monday, April 28, when 
I spent a considerable part of the day with him, and 
introduced the subject which then chiefly occupied 
my mind, Johnson. do not see, Sir, that fighting 
is absolutely -forbidden in Scripture ; I see revenge 
forbidden, but not self-defence.” Boswell. ‘^The 
Quakers say it is ; ‘ Unto him that smiteth thee on 
one cheek, offer him also the other.’ ” Johnson, 
“But stay, Sir; the text is meant only to have the 
effect of moderating passion ; it is plain that we are 
not to take it in a literal sense. We see this from the 
context, where there are other recommendations, wLich 
I warrant you the Quaker will not take literally ; as, 
for instance, ‘ From him that would borrow^ of thee, 
turn thou not away.’ Let a man whose credit is bad 
come to a Quaker, and say, ‘ Weil, Sir, lend me a 
hundred pounds ; ’ he’ll find him as unwilling as any 
other man. No, Sir, a man may shoot the man who 
invades his character, as he may shoot him who 
attempts to break into his house.^ So in 1745, my 
friend, Tom Gumming the Quaker, said he would not 

^ I think it necessary to caution my readers against concluding^ 
that in this or any other conversation of Dr. Johnson they have his 
serious and deliberate opinion on the subject of duelling. In my 
Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, Oct, 24, it appears that he made 
this frank confession : “ Nobody at times talks more laxly than I 
do ; " and, ibid. Sept. 19, “ He fairly owned he could not explain 
the rationality of duelling.” We may, therefore, infer that he 
could not think that justifiable which seems so inconsistent with 
the spirit of the Gospel. At the same time it roust be confessed 
that, from the prevalent notions of honour, a gentleman who receives 
a challenge is reduced to a dreadful alternative. A remarkable 
instance of this is furnished by a clause in the will of the late 
Colonel Thomas, of the Guards, written the night before he fell in a 
duel, September 3, 1783: “ In the first place, I commit my soul to 
Almighty God, in hopes of his mercy and pardon for the irreligious 
step I now (in compliance with the unwarrantable customs of this 
v^ieked woj-ld) put myself under the necessity of taking.” 
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! fightj but he would drive an ammunition cart; and 

! we know that the Quakers have sent flannel waistcoats 
I to our soldiers to enable them to fight better.” Bos- 

I WELL. When a man is the aggressor, and by ill-usage 

forces on a duel in which he is killed, have we not 
I little ground to hope that he is gone to a state of hap- 

I piness ? ” Johnson. ‘‘ Sir, we are not to judge deter- 

minately of the state in which a man leaves this life. 
He may in a moment have repented effectually, and 
I it is possible may have been accepted of God. There 

I is in ‘Camden’s Remains’ an epitaph upon a very 

I wicked man who was killed by a fall from his horse, 

ill which he is supposed to say, 

‘ Between the stirrup and the ground, 

I mercy ask’d, I mercy found.’ ” ^ 

Boswell. “ Is not the expression in the Burial-service, 
— ‘ in the and certain oi a blessed resurrec- 
tion,’ — too strong to be used indiscriminately, and, 
indeed, sometimes when those over w^hose bodies it is 
said have been notoriously profane ? ” Johnson. “ It 
is sure and certain hope^ Sir ; not belief P I did not 
insist further ; but cannot help thinking that less posi- 
tive words would be more proper, ^ 

Talking of a man who was grown very fat, so as to 

^ [In repeating this epitaph Johnson improved it. The original 
runs thus ; 

the stirrup and the ground, 

Mercy I ask’d, mercy I found.” — M.] 

' Upon this objection the Reverend Mr. Ralph Ghurton, Fellow 
of Brazennose College, Oxford, has favoured me with the following 
satisfactory observation : “The passage in the Burial-service does 
not mean the resurrection of the person interred, but the general 
resurrection ; it is in sure and certain hope of th£ resurrection ; not 
his resurrection. Where the deceased is really spoken of the ex- 
pression is very different, — ‘ as our hope is this our brother doth,’ 
[rest in Christ ;] a mode of speech consistent with every thing but 
absolute certainty that the person departed doth rest in Christ, 
which no one can be assured of without immediate revelation from 
Heaven. In the first of these places also, ‘eternal life’ does not 
necessarily mean eternity of bliss, but merely the eternity of the 
state, whether in happiness or in misery, to ensue upon the resur- 
rection ; which is probably the sense of ‘ the life everlasting,’ in 
the Apostles’ Creed. See Wheatly and Beonet on the Common 
Prayer.” 
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be incommoded with corpulency ; he said, He eats 
too much. Sir.’' Boswell. “I don’t know, Sir; you 
will see one man fat who eats moderately, and another 
lean who eats a great deal.” Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, 
whatever maybe the quantity that a man eats, it is 
plain that if he is too fat he has eaten more than he 
should have done. One man may have a digestion 
that consumes food better than common ; but it is 
certain that solidity is increased by putting something 
to it.” Boswell. ‘‘ But may not solids swell and be 
distended?” Johnson. ‘‘Yes, Sir, they may swell 
and be distended ; but that is not fat.” 

We talked of the accusation against a gentleman 
for supposed delinquencies in India. Johnson. 
“ What foundation there is for accusation I know not, 
but they will not get at him. Where bad actions are 
committed at so great a distance, a delinquent can 
obscure the evidence till the scent becomes cold; 
there is a cloud between, which cannot be penetrated : 
therefore all distant power is bad. l am clear that the 
best plan for the government of India is a despotick 
governour; for if he be a good man, it is evidently 
the best government ; and supposing him to be a bad 
man, it is better to have one plunderer than many, A 
governour whose power is checked lets others plunder, 
that he himself may be allowed to plunder ; but if 
despotick, he sees that the more he lets others plunder 
the less there will be for himself, so he restrains them ; 
and, though he himself plunders, the country is a 
gainer, compared with being plundered by numbers,” 

I mentioned the very liberal payment which had 
been received for reviewing; and, as evidence of 
this, that it had been proved iii a trial that Dr. 
Shebbeare had received six guineas a sheet for that 
kind of literary labour. Johnson. “ Sir, he might get 
six guineas for a particular sheet, but not com 77 iimibus 
sheetibtisr Boswell. Pra}^, Sir, by a sheet of review 
is it meant that it shall be all of the writer’s own 
composition? or are extracts, made from the book 
reviewed, deducted?” Johnson. “No, Sir; it is a 
sheet, no matter of w^hat.” Boswell. “ I think that 
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is not reasonable.’^ Johnson. ‘‘Yes, Sir, it is. A 
man will more easily write a sheet all his own than 
read an octavo voln me to get extracts.” To one of 
Johnson’s wonderful fertility of mind L believe writing 
was really easier than reading and extracting ; but 
with ordinary men the case is very different. A great 
deal, indeed, will depend upon the care and judgement 
with which extracts are made. I can suppose the 
operation to be tedious and difficult; but in many 
instances we must observe crude morsels cut out of 
books as if at random ; and when a large extract is 
made from one place, it surely may be done with very 
little trouble. One, however, I must acknowledge, 
might be led, from the practice of reviewers, to 
suppose that they take a pleasure in original writing 
for we often find that, instead of giving an accurate 
account of what has been done by the authour whose 
work they are reviewing, which is surely the proper 
business of a literary journal, they produce some 
plausible and ingenious conceits of their own upon 
the topicks which have been discussed. 

Upon being told that old Mr. Sheridan, indignant 
at the neglect of his oratorical plans, had threatened 
to go to America : — Johnson. “ I hope he will go to 
America.” Boswell. “ The Americans don’t want 
oratory.” Johnson. “ But we can want Sheridan.” 

On Monday, April 28, I found him at home in the 
morning, and Mr. Seward with him. Horace having 
been mentioned Boswell. “There is a great deal 
of thinking in his works. One finds there almost 
everything but religion.” Seward. “ He speaks of 
his returning to it in his Ode P arcus Deornm culfor d 
Johnson. “ Sir, he w^as not in earnest ; 
this 'was merely poetical.” Boswell. “There are, i 
am afraid, many people wffio have no religion at all.” 
Seward. “And sensible people too.” Johnson. 
“Why, Sir, not sensible in that respect. There must 
be either a natural or a moral stupidity, if one lives in 
a total neglect of so very important a concern.” 
Seward, “ I wonder that there should be people with- 
out religion.” Johnson. “ Sir, you need not wonder 
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at this, when you consider how large a proportion 
of almost every man’s life is passed without thinking 
of it. I myself was for some years totally regardless of 
religion. It had dropped out of my mind. It was 
at an early part of my life. Sickness brought it back, 
and I hope I have never lost it since,” Boswell. , 
^^My dear Sir, 'what a man must you have been with- | 
out religion ! Why you must have gone on drinking, 
and swearing, and — ” Johnson, (with a smile) I | 
drank enough and swore enough to be sure.” Seward. I 

One should think that sickness and the view of I 
death would make more men religious.” Johnson. | 

Sir, they do not know how to go about it : they have I 
not the first notion. A man who has never had re- 
ligion before no more grows religious when he is sick 
than a man who has never learnt figures can count 
when he has need of calculation.” 

I mentioned a worthy friend of ours whom we 
valued much, but observed that he was too ready to 
introduce religious discourse upon all occasions. 
JopiNSON. Why, yes, Sir, he will introduce religious 
discourse without seeing whether it will end in in- 
struction and improvement, or produce some profane 
jest. He would introduce it in the company of 
Wilkes, and twenty more such.” 

I mentioned Dr. Johnson’s excellent distinction 
between liberty of conscience and liberty of teaching : 
Johnson. Consider, Sir ; if you have children whom 
you wish to educate in the principles of the Church 
of England, and there comes a Quaker who tries to 
pervert them to his principles, you would drive away 
the Quaker. You would not trust to the predomina- 
tion of right; which you believe is in your opinions; 
you will keep wrong out of their heads. Now the 
vulgar are the children of the State. If any one 
attempts to teach them doctrines contrary to what the 
State approves, the magistrates may and ought to 
restrain him,” Seward. ‘‘Would you restrain private 
conversation, Sir?” Johnson. “ Why, Sir, it is difiS- 
..cult to say where private conversation begins, and 
-fSvhere it ends. If we three should discuss even the 


I 17S3 ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 573 

I great question concerning the existence of a Supreme 
i Being by ourselves we should not be restrained; for 
I that would be to put an end to all improvement. But 
I if we should discuss it in the presence of ten board- 

' ing-school girls, and as many boys, I think the magis- 

I trate would do well to put us in the stocks, to finish 
the debate there.” 

Lord Hailes had sent him a present of a curious 
little printed poem on repairing the University of 
Aberdeen, by David Malloch, which he thought would 
please Johnson, as affording clear evidence that Mallet 
had appeared even as a literary character by the name 
of Malloch ; his changing which to one of softer 
sound had given Johnson occasion to introduce him 
into his Dictionary, under the article Alias} This 
piece was, I suppose, one of Mallet’s first essays. It 
is preserved in his works, with several variations. 
Johnson having read aloud, firom the beginning of it,, 
where there were some commonplace assertions as tO' 
the superiority of ancient times;— “How false (said 
he) is all this, to say that ‘in ancient times learning was; 
not a disgrace to a Peer, as it is now.’ In ancient 
times a Peer was as ignorant as any one else. He 
would have been angry to have it thought he could 
write his name. Men in ancient times dared to stand 
forth with a degree of ignorance with which nobody 
would dare now to stand forth. I am always angry 
when I hear ancient times praised at the expence of 
modern times. There is now a great deal more learn- 
ing in the world than there was formerly ; for it is 

r [Malloch, as Mr. Bindley observes to me, “continued to write 
his name thus after he came to London. His verses prefixed to the 
second edition of Thomson’s ‘Winter’ are so subscribed, and so 
are his Letters written in London, and published a few years ago 
in ‘ the European Magazine ; ’ but he soon afterwards adopted the 
alteration to Mallet, for he is so called in the list of Subscribers to 
Savage’s Miscellanies printed in 1726 ; and thenceforward uniformly 
JAx/A/, in all his writings,” — M.} , 

[A notion has been entertained that no such exemplification of 
Alias is to be found in Johnson’s Dictionary, and that the whole 
story was waggishly fabricated by Wilkes in the North Briton. 
The real fact is that it is not to be found in the Folio or Quarto 
editions, but was added by Johnson in his own Or/tzto Abridge- 
ment, in 1756.— J.Boswell.J 
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imiversally diffused. You have, perhaps, no man who 
knows as much Greek and Latin as Bentley ; no man 
who knows as much mathematicks as Newton : but 
you have many more men who know Greek and Latin, 
and who know mathematicks.” 

On Thursday, May i, I visited him in the evening 
along with young Mr. Burke. He said, It is strange 
that there should be so, little reading in the world 
and so much writing. People in general do not will- 
ingly read if they can have any thing else to amuse 
them. There must be an external impulse ; emulation, 
or vanity, or avarice. The progress which the under- 
standing makes through a book has more pain than 
pleasure in it. Language is scanty, and inadequate to 
express the nice gradations and mixtures of our feel- 
ings. No man reads a book of science from pure 
inclination. The books that we do read with pleasure 
are light compositions, which contain a quick succes- 
sion of events. However, I have this year read all 
Virgil through. I read a book of the HEneid every 
night, so it was done in twelve nights, and I had a 
great delight in it. The Georgicks did not give me so 
much pleasure, except the fourth book. The Eclogues 
I have almost all by heart. I do not think the story 
of the JEnQid interesting. I like the story of the 
Odyssey much better; and this not on account of the 
wonderful things which it contains ; for there are 
wonderful things enough in the ^neid ;— the ships of 
the Trojans turned to sea-nymphs, — the tree at Poly- 
dorus’s tomb dropping blood. The story of the 
Odyssey is interesting, as a great part of it is domes- 
tick. — It has been said there is pleasure in writing, 
particularly in writing verses. I allow you may have 
pleasure from writing, after it is over, if you have 
written well ; ^ but you don’t go willingly to it again. 

I know when I have been writing verses I have run 
my finger down the margin to see how many I had 
made, and how few I had to make.” 

He seemed to be in a very placid humour, and, 

[Dum pingit, fruitur arte ; postqiiam pinxerat, fruitur fructu 
artis. Seneca. Kearney.] 
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i although I have no note of the particulars of young 
Mn Burke’s ^ conversation, it. is but justice to mention 
in general that it was such that Dr. J ohnson said to 
me afterwards, ‘VHe did very well indeed; I have a 
mind to tell his father.” 

Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

‘‘dear sir, 

“The gentleman who waits on you with this is 
Mr. Cruikshank, who wishes to succeed his friend 
Dr. Hunter as Professor of Anatomy in the Royal 
Academy. His qualifications are very generally 
known, and it adds dignity to the institution that 
such men are candidates. I am, Sir, 

“Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

May 2, 1783.” 

I have no minute of any interview with Johnson till 
Thursday, May 15th, when I find what follows : Bos- 
well. “ I wish much to be. in Parliament, Sir.” John- 
son. “ Why, Sir, unless you come resolved to support 
any administration you would be the worse for being 
in Parliament, because you would be obliged to live 
more expensively.” Boswell. “ Perhaps, Sir, I should 
be the less happy for being in Parliament. I never 
would sell my vote, and I should be vexed if things 
went wrong.” Johnson, “That’s cant, Sir. It would 
not vex you more in the house than in the gallery : 
pubiick affairs vex no man.” Boswell. “ Have not 
they vexed yourself a little. Sir ? Have not you been 
vexed by all the turbulence of this reign, and by that 
absurd vote of the House of Commons, ‘ That the 
influence of the Crown has increased, is increasing, 
and ought to be diminished ? ’ ” Johnson. “ Sir, I 
have never slept an hour less, nor eat an ounce less 
meat. I would have knocked the factious dogs on the 

^ [This gentleman, to the inexpressible grief of his parents, died, 
Aug. 2, 1794, in his thirty-fifth year. — M.] 

2" Let it be remembered by those who accuse Dr. Johnson of 
iliiberality that both were 
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head, to be sure ; but I was not vexedT Boswell. 

I declare, Sir, upon my honour, I did imagine I was 
vexed, and took a pride in it; but it aw, perhaps, 
cant; for I own I neither eat less, nor slept less.” 
Johnson. My dear friend, clear your mind of cant. 
You may talk as other people do : you may say to a I 
man, ‘ Sir, I am your most humble servant.’ You are I 
his most humble servant. You may say, ^ These 1 
are bad times ; it is a melancholy thing to be reserved ; 
to such times.’ Y^ou don’t mind the times. You tell I 
a man, ‘ I am sorry you had such bad weather the last I 
day of your journe)^, and were so much wet.’ You j 
don’t care six-pence whether he is wet or dry. You j 
may talk in this manner ; it is a mode of talking in 
Society : but don’t think foolishly.” 

I talked of living in the country. Johnson. “ Don’t 
set up for what is called hospitality : it is a waste of I 
time, and a waste of money ; you are eaten up, and not 
the more respected for your liberality. If your house 
be like an inn, nobody cares for you. A man who 
stays a ^veek with another makes him a slave for a 
week.” Boswell. ‘^ But there are people, Sir, who ■ 
make their houses a home to their guests, and are 
themselves quite easy.” Johnson. “Then, Sir, home 
must be the same to the guests, and they need not 
come.” 

Here he discovered a notion common enough in 
persons not much accustomed to entertain company, 
that there must be a degree of elaborate attention, 
otherwise company will think themselves neglected ; 
and such attention is no doubt very fatiguing. He 
proceeded: “I would not, however, be a stranger in 
my own country ; I would visit my neighbours, and 
receive their visits ; but I would not be in haste to 
return visits. If a gentleman comes to see me, I tell 
him he does me a great deaF of honour. I do not 
go to see him perhaps for ten weeks; then we are 
very complaisant to each other. No, Sir, you will 
have much more influence by giving or lending money 
it is wanted than by hospitality.” 

On Saturday, May 17, I saw him for a short time. 
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Having mentioned that I had that morning been with 
old Mr. Sheridan, he remembered their former intimacy 
with a cordial warmth, and said to me, Tell Mr. 
Sheridan I shall be glad to see him, and shake hands 
with him.” Boswell. ‘Ht is to me very wonderful 
that resentment should be kept up so long.” John- 
son. “Why, Sir, it is not altogether resentment that 
he does not visit me ; it is partly falling out of the 
habit, — partly disgust, such as one has at a drug that 
has made him sick. Besides, he knows that I laugh 
at his oratory.” 

Another day I spoke of one of our friends, of whom 
he, as w^ell as I, had a very high opinion. He ex- 
patiated in his praise ; but added, “ Sir, he is a cursed 
\Vhig, a bottomless Whig, as they all are now.” 

I mentioned my expectations from the interest of an 
eminent person then in power ; adding, “ but I have 
no claim but the claim of friendship ; however, some 
people will go a great way from that motive.” John- 
son. “Sir, they will go all the way from that motive.” 
A gentleman talked of retiring. Never think of 
that,” said Johnson. The gentleman urged, “ I should 
then do no ill.” Johnson. “ Nor no good either. Sir, 
it would be a civil suicide.” 

On Monday, May 26, I found him at tea, and the 
celebrated Miss Burney, the authour of “ Evelina ” and 
“ Cecilia,” with him. I asked if there would be any 
speakers in Parliament ’ if there were no places to be 
obtained. Johnson. “ Yes, Sir. Why do you speak 
here ? Either to instruct and entertain, which is a 
benevolent motive; or for distinction, which is a 
selfish motive.” I mentioned “ Cecilia.” Johnson. 
(with an air of animated satisfaction) “ Sir, if you talk 
of ^ Cecilia,’ talk on.” 

We talked of Mr. Barry’s exhibition of his pictures, 
Johnson. “ Whatever the hand may have done, the 
mind has done its part. There is a grasp of mind 
there w^hich you find no wEere else.” ^ 

I asked w^hether a man naturally virtuous or one 

1 In Mr. Barry’s printed analysis; dr description of these pictures, 
he speaks of Johnson’s character in. the highest terms. 

VOL. II. 


V 
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who has overcome wicked inciinations is the best. 
Johnson. Sir, to the man who has overcome 
wicked inclinations is not the best. He has more 
merit to himself : I would rather trust my money to 
a man who has no hands, and so a physical impossi- 
bility to steal, than to a man of the most honest 
principles. There is a witty satirical story of Foote. 

He had a small bust of Garrick placed upon his 
bureau. ‘You may be surprised (said he) that I 
allow him tO: be so near my gold; — but you will 
observe he has no hands.' ” 

On Friday, May 30, being to set out for Scotland | 
next morning, I passed a part of the day with him in ; 
more than usual earnestness; as his health was in a | 
more precarious state than at any time when I had 
parted from him. He, however, was quick and lively, 
and critical, as usual. I mentioned one who was a 
very learned man. Johnson. “ Yes, Sir, he has a 
great deal of learning ; but it never lies straight. 
There is never one idea by the side of another ; ’tis 
all entangled: and then he drives it so awkwardly 
upon conversation ! ” 

I stated to him an anxious thought, by which a 
sincere Christian might be disturbed even when con- 
scious of having lived a good life so far as is con- 
sistent with human infirmity; he might fear that he 
should afterwards fall away, and be guilty of such 
crimes as would render all his former religion vain. 
Could there be, upon this awful subject, such a thing 
as balancing of accounts ? Suppose a man who has 
led a good life for seven years commits an act of 
wickedness, and instantly dies ; will his former good 
life have any effect in his favour ? Johnson. “ Sir, 
if a man has led a good life for seven years, and then 
is hurried by passion to do what is wrong, and is 
suddeniy carried off, depend upon it he will have the 
reward of his seven years’ good life : God will not 
take a catch of him. Upon this principle Richard 
Baxiter believes that a Suicide may be saved. ^ If 
it should be objected that what I maintain 
may encourage suicide, I answeiv I am not to tell a lie 
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to prevent it.’” Boswell. “But does not the text 
say, ‘As the tree falls, so it must lie?”’ Johnson. 
“ Yes, Sir ; as the tree falls : but, — (after a little pause) 
— that is meant as to the general state of the tree, not 
what is the effect of a sudden blast.” In short, he 
interpreted the expression as referring to condition, 
not to position. The common notion, therefore, 
seems to be erroneous ; and Shenstone’s witty remark 
on Divines trying to give the tree a jerk upon a 
death-bed, to make it lie favourably, is not well 
founded. 

I asked him what works of Richard Baxter’s I 
should read. He said, “ Read any of them ; they 
are all good.” 

He said, “Get as much force of mind as you can. 
Live within your income. Always have something 
saved at the end of the year. Let your imports be 
more than your exports, and you’ll never go far 
wTong.” 

I assured him that in the extensive and various 
range of his acquaintance there never had been any 
one who had a more sincere respect and affection for 
him than I had. He said, “ I believe it, Sir. Were 
I ill distress, there is no man to whom I should sooner 
come than to you. I should like to come and have 
a cottage in your park, toddle about, live mostly on 
milk, and be taken care of by Mrs. Boswell. She and 
I are good friends now ; are we not?” 

Talking of devotion, he said, “Though it be true 
that ‘ God dwelleth not in Temples made with hands,’ 
yet in this state of being our minds are more piously 
affected in places appropriated to divine worship than 
in others. Some people have a particular room in 
their houses where they say their prayers; of 'which 
I do not disapprove, as it may animate their devo- 
tion.” 

He embraced me and gave me his blessing, as usual 
when I was leaving him for any length of time. I 
ivalked from his door to-day 'with a fearful apprehen- 
sion of what might happen before I returned. 
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“To THE Right Honourable William 
Windham. 

“sir, 

‘JThe bringer of this letter is the father of Miss 
Philips,^ a singer, who comes to try her voice on the 
stage at Dublin. 

“ Mr. Philips is one of my old friends ; and as I am 
of opinion that neither he nor his daughter will do any 
thing that can disgrace their benefactors, I take the 
liberty of entreating you to countenance and protect 
them so far as may be suitable to your station ^ and 
character; and shall consider myself as obliged by 
any favourable notice which they shall have the honour 
of receiving from you. 

“ I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

London, May 31, 1783.” 


The following is another instance of his active 
benevolence : 


“To Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

“dear sir, 

“ I HAVE sent you some of my god-son's ^ per- 
formances, of which I do not pretend to form any 
opinion. When I took the liberty of mentioning him 
to you I did not know what I have since been told, 
that Mr. Moser had admitted him among the Students 
of the Academy. What more can be done for him 
I earnestly entreat you to consider; for I am very 
desirous that he should derive some advantage from 
my connection with him. If you are inclined to see 

^ Now the celebrated Mrs. Crouch. 

“ Mr. Windham was at this time in Dublin, Secretary to the Earl 
of Northington, then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

2 Son of Mr. Samuel Patterson, 
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him, I will bring him to wait on. you at any time that 
i you shall be pleased to appoint. 

I ■' “•1 am, Sir, 

I Your most humble servant, 

: “Sam. Johnson.” 

I “ June 2, 1783.” , 

I My anxious apprehensions at parting with him 
' this year proved to be but too well founded ; for not 
long afterwards he had a dreadful stroke of the palsy, 
of which there are very full and accurate accounts in 
letters written by himself, to shew with what composure 
of mind, and resignation to the Divine Will, his steady 
piety enabled him to behave. 

“To Mr. Edmund Allen. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ It has pleased God, this morning, to deprive 
me of the powers of speech ; and as I do not know 
but that it may be his further good pleasure to deprive 
me soon of my senses, I request you will on the re- 
ceipt of this note come to me, and act for me, as the 
exigencies of my case may require. 

“ I am, 

“ Sincerely your’s, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

‘'‘June 17, 1783.” 

“To THE Reverend Dr. John Taylor. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ It has pleased God, by a paralytick stroke in 
the night, to deprive me of speech. 

“ I am very desirous of Dr. Heberden’s assistance, 
as I think my case is not past remedy. Let me see 
you as soon as it is possible. Bring Dr. Heberden 
with you, if you can ; but come yourself at all events. 

I am glad you are so well, when I am so dreadfully^ 
attacked. 

“ I think that by a speedy application of stimulants 
much may be done. 1 question if a vomit, vigorous 
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I and rough, would not rouse the organs of speech to 

action. As it is too early to send, I will try to recollect 
^ what I can that can be suspected to have brought on 

f this dreadful distress. 

‘‘I have been accustomed to bleed frequently 
for an asthmatick complaint; but have forborne for 
some time by Dr. Pepys's persuasion, who perceived 
) my legs beginning to swell. I sometimes alleviate a 

painful, or more properly an oppressive, constriction 
of my chest by opiates ; and have lately taken opium 
frequently, but the last, or two last times, in smaller 
quantities. My largest dose is three grains, and last 
{• night I took but two. You will suggest these things 

1 1 (and they are all that I can call to mind) to Dr. 

Heberden. 

“ I am, &c. 

^‘Sam. Johnson.'' 

17, 17S3/’ 

Two days after he wrote thus to Mrs. Thrale : ^ 

On Monday, the i6th, I sat for my picture, and 
walked a considerable way with little inconvenience. 
In the afternoon and evening I felt myself light and 
easy, and began to plan schemes of life. Thus I went 
to bed, and in a short time waked and sat up, as 
has been long my custom, when I felt a confusion and 
indistinctness in my head, which lasted, I suppose, 
about half a minute. I was alarmed, and prayed God 
that, however he might afflict my body, he would spare 
my understanding. This prayer, that I might try the 
integrity of my faculties, I made in Latin verse. The 
lines wmre not very good, but I knew them not to 
be very good : I made them easily, and concluded 
myself to be unimpaired in my faculties. 

^^Soon after I perceived that I had suffered a para- 
lytick stroke, and that my speech was taken from me. 

1 had no pain, and so little dejection in this dreadful 
state, that I wondered at my own apathy, and con- 
sidered that perhaps death itself, when it should come, 
would excite, less horrour than seems now to attend it. 

VqI. ii. p. 268 of Mrs. Thrale’s ColleGtion. 
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‘‘In order to rouse the vocal organs, I took two 
drams. Wine has been celebrated for the production 
of eloquence. I put myself into violent motion, and 
I think repeated it; but all was vain. I then went 
to bed, and, strange as it may seem, I think slept. 
When I saw light, it was time to contrive W' hat I 
should do. Though God stopped my speech, he left 
me my hand ; I enjoyed a: mercy which was not 
granted to my dear friend Lawrence, who now per- 
haps overlooks me as I am writing, and rejoices that 
I have what he vmnted. My first note was necessarily 
to my servant, who came in talking, and could not 
immediately comprehend why he should read what I 
put into his hands. 

“I then wrote a card to Mr. Allen, that I might 
have a discreet friend at hand, to act as occasion 
should require. In penning this note I had some 
difficulty ; my hand, I knew not how nor why, made 
wrong letters. I then wrote to Dr. Taylor to come 
to me, and bring Dr. Heberden : and I sent to Dr. 
Brocklesby, who is my neighbour. My physicians are 
very friendly, and give me great hopes ; but you may 
imagine my situation. I have so far recovered my 
vocal powers as to repeat the Lord’s Prayer with no 
very imperfect articulation. My memory, I hope, yet 
remains as it was ! but such an attack produces soiici“ 
tilde for the safety of every faculty.” 


“ To Mr. Thomas Davies. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“I HAVE had, indeed, a very heavy blow; but 
God, who 3^et spares my life, I humbly hope will 
spare my understanding, and restore my speech. As 
I am not at all helpless, I want no particular assist- 
ance, but am strongly affected by Mrs. Davies’s 
tenderness ; and when I think she can do me good 
shall be very glad to call upon her. I had ordered 
friends to be shut out; but one or two have found the 
way in ; and if you come you shall be admitted : for 
I know not whom I can see that mil bring more 
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amusement on his tongue or more kindness in his 
heart. I am, &c. 

''Sam, Johnson.” 

‘'June iS, 17S3.’ 

It gives me great pleasure to preserve such a 
memorial of Johnson’s regard for Mr. Davies, to 
whom I was indebted for my introduction to him.^ 
He indeed loved Davies cordially, of which I shall 
give the following little evidence. One day when he 
had treated him with too much asperity, Tom, who 
was not without pride and spirit, went off in a pas- 
sion ; but he had hardly reached home when Frank, 
who had been sent after him, delivered this note 
“ Come, come, dear Davies, I am always sorry when 
we quarrel ; send me word that we are friends.” 


“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ Your anxiety about my health is very friendly, 
and very agreeable with your general kindness. I 
have, indeed, had a very frightful blow. On the 17th 
of last month, about three in the morning, as near 
as I can guess, I perceived myself almost totally de- 
prived of speech. I had no pain. My organs were 
so obstructed that I could say but could scarcely 
say yes. I wrote the necessary directions, for it 
pleased God to spare my hand, and sent for Dr. 
Heberden and Dr. Brocklesby. Between the time in 
which I discovered my own disorder, and that in 
which I sent for the doctors, I had, I believe, in spite 
of my surprize and solicitude, a little sleep, and Nature 
began to renew its operations. They came and gave 
the directions which the disease required, and from 
that time I have been continually improving in articu- 
lation. I can now speak, but the nerves are weak, 

1 Poor Derrick, however, though he did not himself introduce me 
to Dr. Johnson as he promised, had the merit of introducing me to 
Pavies, the immediate introduetor. 
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and I cannot continue discourse long; but strength, I 
hope, will return. The physicians consider me as 
cured. I was last Sunday at Church. On Tuesday I 
took an airing to Hampstead, and dined with the 
CLUB, where Lord Palmerston was proposed, and, 
against my opinion, was rejected.^ I designed to go 
next w^eek with Mr. Langton to E.ochester, where I 
purpose to stay about ten days, and then try some 
other air. I have many kind invitations. Your 
brother has very frequently enquired after me. Most 
of my friends have, indeed, been very attentive. 
Thank dear Lord Hailes for his present. 

‘‘ I hope you found at your return every thing gay 
and prosperous, and your lady, in particular, quite 
recovered and confirmed. Pay her my respects. I 
am, dear Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

“ London, July 3, 1783.” 

“ To Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfield. 

“dear madam, 

“' The account which you give of your health is 
but melancholy. May it please God to restore you. 
My disease affected my speech, and still continues, in 
some degree, to obstruct my utterance ; my voice is 
distinct enough for a while ; but the organs being still 
weak are quickly weary : but in other respects I am, 

I think, rather better than I have lately been ; and 
can let you know ray state without the help of any 
other hand. 

“In the opinion of my friends, and in my owm, I 
am gradually mending. The physicians consider me 
as cured, and I had leave four days ago to wash the 
cantharides from my head. Last Tuesday I dined at 

THE CLUB. 

“ I am going next week into Kent, and purpose 
to change the air frequently this summer ; -whether 1 

r His Lordship was soon after chosen, and is now a member of 
THE CLUB. 

VOL. II. 
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shall wander so far as Staffordshire I cannot tell. I 
should be glad to come. Return my thanks to Mrs. 
Cobbj and Mr. Pearson^ and all that have shewn 
attention to me. 

“Let us, my dear, pray for one another, and 
consider our sufferings as notices mercifully given us 
to prepare ourselves for another state. 

“ I live now but in a melancholy way. My old 
friend Mr. Levet is dead, who lived v/ith me in the 
house, and was useful and companionable ; Mrs. 
Desmoulins is gone away; and Mrs. Williams is so 
much decayed that she can add little to another’s 
gratifications. The world passes away, and we are 
passing with it ; but there is, doubtless, another world, 
which will endure for ever. Let us ail fit ourselves 
for it. 1 am, &c. 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

“ London, July 5, 1783.” 


Such was the general vigour of his constitution, 
that he recovered from this alarming and severe attack 
with wonderful quickness; so that in July he was able 
to make a visit to Mr. Langton at Rochester, 'where 
he passed about a fortnight, and made little excursions 
as easily as at any time of his life. In August he 
went as far as the neighbourhood of Salisbury, to 
Heale, the seat of William Bowles, Esq., a gentleman 
whom I have heard him praise for exemplary religious 
order in his family. In his diary I find a short but 
honourable ■ mention of this visit: — “August 28, I 
came to Heale without fatigue. 30. I am entertained 
quite to my mind.” ^ 

1 [The Reverend Mr. Pearson, to whom Mrs. Lucy Porter 
bequeathed the greater part of her property.— M.] 

2 [In his letter to Mrs. Thrale, written on the 13th of August, we 
find the following melancholy paragraph : 

I am now broken with disease, without the alleviation of familiar 
friendship or domestick society : I have no middle state between 
clamour and silence, between general conversation and self-torment- 
ing solitude. Levet is dead, and poor Williams is making haste 
to die : I know' not if she wiU ever, more come out of her chamber.” 

In a subsequent letter (August 26) he adds, ‘ ‘ Mrs. Williams 
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'' To Dr. Brocklesby. 

T Heale, near Salisbury, Aug. 29, 1783. 

DEAR. SIR, , , 

Without appearing to want a just sense of your 
kind attention, I cannot omit to give an account of 
the day which seemed to appear in some sort perilous.' 
I rose at five, and went out at six yand having reached 
Salisbury about nine, went forward a few miles in my 
friend’s chariot. I was no more wearied with the 
journey, though it was a high-hung, rough coach, than 
I should have been forty years ago. We shall now 
see what air will do. The country is all a plain ; and 
the house in which I am, so far as I can judge from 
my window, for I write before I have left my chamber, 
is sufficiently pleasant. 

Be so kind as to continue your attention to Mrs. 
Williams ; it is great consolation to the well, and still 
greater to the sick, that they find themselves not neg- 
lected ; and I know that you will be desirous of giving 
comfort, even where you have no great hope of giving 
help. 

Since I wrote the former part of the letter, I find 
that by the course of the post I cannot send it before 
the thirty-first. I am, &c. 

‘^ Sam. Johnson.” 

While he was here he had a letter from Dr. Brocklesby 

fancies now and then that she grows better, but her vital powers 
appear to be slowly burning out. Nobody thinks, however, that 
she will very soon be quite wasted, and as she suffers me to be of 
very little use to her, I have determined to pass some time with 
Mr. Bowles near Salisbury, and have taken a place, for Thursday. 

“Some benefit may be perhaps received from change of air, some 
from change of company, and some, from mere change of place. It 
is not easy to grow well in a chamber where one has long been sick, 
and where every thing seen, and every person speaking, revives and 
impresses images of pain. Though it be true that np man can run 
away from himself, yet he may escape from many causes of useless 
uneasiness, Thsit the mind is its own j>lace is the boast of a fallen 
angel that had learned to lie. External locality has great effects, at 
least upon all embodied beings. 1 hope this little journey v/ill 
afford me at least some suspense of melancholy.” — M.] 
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acquainting him of the death of Mrs. Williams^ 
which affected him a good deal. Though for several 
years her temper had not been complacent, she had 
valuable qualities, and her departure left a blank in 
his house. Upon this occasion he, according to his 
habitual course of piety, composed a prayer.- 

I shall here insert a few particulars concerning him 
with which I have been favoured by one of his friends. 

He had once conceived the design of writing the 
Life of Oliver Cromwell, saying that he thought it 
must be highly curious to trace his extraordinary rise 
to the supreme power from so obscure a beginning. 
He at length laid aside his scheme, on discovering 
that all that can be told of him is already in print ; 
and that it is impracticable to procure any authentick 
information in addition to what the world is already 
possessed of.” ^ 

1 [In his letter to Miss Susanna Thrale, Sept. 9, 1783, he thus 
writes : ‘ ‘ Pray shew Mamma this passage of a letter from Dr. 
Brocldesby. ‘ Mrs. Williams, from mere inanition, has at length 
paid the great debt to nature about three o’clock this morning 
(Sept. 6). She died without a struggle, retaining her faculties to the 
very last, and, as she expressed it, having set her house in order, 
was prepared to leave it, at the last summons of nature.’ ” 

In his letter to Mrs. Thrale, Sept. 22, he adds, “ Poor Williams 
has, I hope, seen the end of her afflictions. She acted with prudence 
and she bore with fortitude. She has left me. 

‘ Thou thy weary task hast done, 

Home art gone, and ta’en thy wages. 

PI ad she had good humour and prompt elocution, her universal 
curiosity and comprehensive knowledge would have made her the 
delight of all that knew her. She has left her little to your charity- 
school, ” — M.] 

^ Prayers and Meditations, p. 226. 

^ Mr. Malone observes, "This, however, was entirely a mistake, 
as'appears from the Memoirs published by Mr. Noble. Had Johnson 
been furnished with the materials which the industry of that gentle- 
man has procured, and with others which, it is believed, are yet 
preserved in manuscript, he would, without doubt, have produced 
a most valuable and curious history of Cromweirs life." 

[I may add that, had Johnson given us a Life of Cromwell, we 
should not have been disgusted in numberless instances with—" My 
Lord Protector ’’ and " My Lady Protectress ; ’’ and certainly 
the brutal ruffian who presided in the bloody assembly that murdered 
their sovereign would have been characterized by very different 
epithets than those which are applied to him in this work, where we 
ffind him described as "the BOLD and determined Bradshaw." 

IvL] 


1783 HIS METHOD OF CONVERSATION 589 

He had likewise projected, but at what part of his 
life is not known, a work to shew how small a quantity 
of REAL FICTION there is ill the world; and that the 
same images, with very little variation, have served all 
the authours who have ever written.” 

His thoughts in the latter part of his life were fre- 
quently employed on his deceased friends. He often 
muttered these, or such like sentences : ^ Poor man 1 
and then he died.’ ” 

Speaking of a certain literary friend, ‘ He is a very 
pompous puzzling fellow, (said he) ; he lent me a letter 
once that somebody had written to him, no matter 
what it was about ; but he wanted to have the letter 
back, and expressed a mighty value for it ; he hoped 
it was to be met with again, he would not lose it for a 
thousand pounds. I laid my hand upon it soon 
afterwards, and gave it him. I believe I said I was 
very glad to have met with it. 0, then he did 
not know that it signified any thing. So you see, 
when the letter was lost it was worth a thousand 
pounds, and when it was found it was not worth a 
farthing.’ ” 

‘‘ The style and character of his conversation is 
pretty generally known ; it was certainly conducted in 
conformity with a precept of Lord Bacon, but it is not 
clear, I apprehend, that this conformity was either 
perceived or intended by Johnson. The precept 
alluded to is as follows : ‘ In all kinds of speech, either 
pleasant, grave, severe, or ordinary, it is convenient to 
speak leisurely, and rather drawlingly than hastily: 
because hasty speech confounds the memory, and 
oftentimes, besides the unseemliness, drives a man 
either to stammering, a non-plus, or harping on that 
which should follow' ; whereas a slow speech con- 
firmeth the memory, addeth a conceit of wisdom to 
the hearers, besides a seemliness of speech and counte- 
nance.’ ^ Dr. Johnson’s method of conversation was 
certainly calculated to excite attention, and to amuse 
and instruct, (as it happened,) wdthout wearying or 

1 [Hints for Civil Conversation.— Bacon's Works, 410, vol. i. 

p. 571.— M.] 


590 LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON 1783 

GOiifusing his company. He was always most perfectly 
clear and perspicuous ; and his language was so accu- 
rate, and his sentences so neatly constructed, that his 
conversation might have been all printed without any 
correction. At the same time, it was easy and natural ; 
the accuracy of it had no appearance of labour, con- 
straint, or stiffness ; he seemed more correct than 
others, by the force of habit and the customary exer- 
cises of his powerful mind.’’ 

’ “ He spoke often in praise of French literature. 

‘ The French are excellent in this, (he would say,) 
they have a book on every subject’ From what he 
had seen of them he denied them the praise of superior 
politeness, and mentioned, with very visible disgust, 
the custom they have of spitting on the floors of their 
apartments. ‘ This (said the Doctor) is as gross a 
thing as can well be done; and one wonders how any 
man, or set of men, can persist in so offensive a prac- 
tice for a whole day together ; one should expect that 
the first effort towards civilization would remove it 
even among savages.’ ” 

“ Baxter’s ‘ Reasons of the Christian Religion ’ he 
thought contained the best collection of the evidences 
of the divinity of the Christian system.” 

“ Chymistry was always, an interesting pursuit with 
Dr. Johnson. Whilst he was in Wiltshire he attended 
some experiments that were made by a physician at 
Salisbury on the new kinds of air. In the course of 
the experiments frequent mention being made of Dr. 
Priestley, Dr. Johnson knit his brows, and in a stern 
manner enquired, - Why do we hear so much of Dr. 
Priestley!’^ He was very properly answered, ‘Sir, 

1 I do not wonder at Johnson’s displeasure when the name of Dr. 
Priestley was mentioned ; for I ; know no writer who has been 
suffered to publish more pernicious doctrines. I shall instance only 
three. First, Maierialis7n ; by \s\i\ch. 7nind is denied to human 
nature ; which, if believed, must deprive us of every elevated principle. 
Secondly, or the doctrine that every action, whether 

good or bad, is included in an unchangeable and unavoidable 
system I a notion utterly subversive of moral government. Thirdly, 
that we have; no reason to think'that the world, (which, as 
he is pleased io inform us, will be . adapted to our me7‘ely im.p7'oved 
nature,) will be materially different from this; which, if believed, 
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because we are indebted to him for these important 
discoveries.’ On this Dr. . Johnson appeared well 
content; and replied, ‘Well, well, I believe we are; 
and let every man have the honour he has merited.’ ” 
“ A friend was one day, about two years before his 
death, struck with some instance of Dr. Johnson’s 
great candour. ‘ Well, Sir, (said he,) I will always 
say that you are a very candid man.’ — ^ Will you, 
(replied the Doctor,) I doubt then you will be very 
singular. But, indeed, Sir, (continued he,) I look 
upon myself to be a man very much misunderstood. 
I am not an uncandid, nor am I a severe man. I 
sometimes say more than I mean in jest ; and people 
are apt to believe me serious : however, I am more 
candid than I was when I was younger. As I know 
more of mankind, I expect less of them, and am ready 
now to call a man a good man upon easier terms than 
I was formerly.’ ” 

would sink wretched mortals into despair, as they could no longer 
hope for the “rest that reraaineth for the people of God,” or for 
that happiness which is revealed to us as something beyond our 
present conceptions ; but would feel themselves doomed to a con- 
tinuation of the uneasy state under which they now groan. I say 
nothing of the petulant intemperance with which he dares to insult 
the venerable establishments of his country. 

As a specimen of his writings, I shall quote the following passage, 
which appears to me equally absurd and impious, and which might 
have been retorted upon him by the men who were prosecuted for 
burning his house. “ I cannot, (says he,} as a necessarimt , [meaning 
necessitarian afiy man ; because I consider him as being, in 
all respects, just what'GoD has made.hhji to be ; and doing 

with respect to me nothing but what he expressly designed and 
appointed do : God being the only cause, and men nothing more 
than the ifistruments in his hands to execute all his pleasure.” ~ 
Illustrations of Philosophical Necessity, p. in. 

The Reverend Dr. Parr, in a late tract, appears to suppose that 
Dr. Johnson ?iot^o?ily ejidtired, but almost solicited, an interview 
with Dr. Priestley. In justice to Dr. Johnson, I declare my firm 
belief that he never did. My illustrious friend was particularly 
resolute in not giving countenance to men whose writings he con- 
sidered as pernicious to society. I was present at Oxfoi'd when Dr. 
Price, even before he had rendered himself so generally obnoxious 
by his zeal for the French Revolution, came into a company where 
Johnson was, who instantly left the room. Much more would he 
have reprobated Dr. Priestley. 

Whoever wishes to see a perfect delineation of this Literary Jack 
of all Trades, may find it in an ingenious tract, entitled, “ A small 
Whole-Length of Dr. Priestley,” printed for Rivingtons in St. 
Paul's Church-Yard. 
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On his return from Heale he wrote to Dr. Burney. 
— I came home on the i8th of September, at noon, 
to a very disconsolate house. You and I have lost 
our friends ; but you have more friends at home. My 
domestick companion is taken from me. She is much 
missed, for her acquisitions were many, and her curi- 
osity universal; so that she partook of every conversa- 
tion. I am not well enough to go much out ; and to 
sit, and eat, or fast alone, is very wearisome. I always 
mean to send my compliments to all the ladies.” 

His fortitude and patience met with severe trials 
during this year. The stroke of the palsy has been 
related circumstantially ; but he was also afflicted 
with the gout, and was besides troubled with a com- 
plaint which not only was attended with immediate 
inconvenience, but threatened him with a chirurgical 
operation from which most men would shrink. The 
complaint was a sarcocele^ which Johnson bore with 
uncommon firmness, and was not at all frightened 
while he looked forward to amputation. He was 
attended by Mr. Pott and Mr. Cruikshank. I have 
before me a letter of the 30th of July this year to 
Mr. Cruikshank, in which he says, “ I am going to 
put myself into your hands : ” and another, accom- 
panying a set of his “ Lives of the Poets,” in which 
he says, “ I beg your acceptance of these volumes, as 
an acknowledgement of the great favours which you 
have bestowed on, Sir, your most obliged and most 
humble servant.” I have in my possession several 
more letters from him to Mr. Cruikshank, and also to 
Dr. Mudge at Plymouth, which it would be improper 
to insert, as they are filled with-, 'unpleasing technical 
details. I shall, however, extract from his letters to 
Dr. Mudge such passages as shew either a felicity of 
expression or the undaunted state of his mind. 

‘‘ My conviction of your skill, and my belief of your 
friendship, determine me to entreat your opinion and 
advice.”— “In this ' state I with great earnestness 
desire you to tell me what is to be done. Excision 
is doubtless necessary to the cure, and I know not 
any means of palliation. The operation is doubtless 
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painful; but is it dangerous? The pain I hope to 
endure with decency ; but I am loth to put life into 
j much hazard.” — “By representing the gout as an 
antagonist to the palsy you have said enough to make 
it welcome. This is not strictly the first fit, but I 
i hope it is as good as the first; for it is the second 
I that ever confined me; and the first was ten years 
I ago, much less fierce and fiery than this.”— “Write, 

I dear Sir, what you can to inform or encourage me. 

I The operation is not delayed by any fears or objec- 
I tions of mine.” 

i . ■ ■ ■' 

“To Bennet Langton, Esq. 

I “dear sir, 

“You may very reasonably charge me with in- 
i sensibility of your kindness, and that of Lady Rothes, 

; since I have suffered so much time to pass without 
paying any acknowledgement. I now, at last, return 
my thanks ; and why I did it not sooner I ought to 
tell you. I w^ent into Wiltshire as soon as I well 
coul4 and was there much employed in palliating my 
own malady. Disease produces much selfishness. A 
man in pain is looking after ease ; and lets most other 
things go as chance shall dispose of them. In the 
mean time I have lost a companion,^ to whom I 
have had recourse for domestick amusement for thirty 
years, and wfeose variety of knowledge never was 
exhausted; and now return to a habitation vacant 
and desolate. I carry about a very troublesome and 
dangerous complaint, which admits no cure but by 
the chirurgical knife. Let me have your prayers. I 
am, &c. 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

“London, Sept. 29, 17S3.” 

Happily the complaint abated without his being put 
to the torture of amputation. But we must surely 
admire the manly resolution which he discovered 
while it hung over him. 


1 Mrs. Anna Williams. 
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111 a letter to the same gentleman he writes, The 
goat has within these four days come upon me with 
a violence which I never experienced before. It 
made me helpless as an infant.’ —And in another, 
having mentioned Mrs. Williams, he says, — “ whose 
death, following that of Levet, has now made my 
house a solitude. She left her little substance to a 
charity-school. She is, I hope, where there is neither 
darkness, nor want, nor sorrow.” 

I wrote to him, begging to know the state of his 
health, and mentioned that “ Baxter’s Anacreon, which 
is in the library at Auchinleck, was, I find, collated 
by my father in 1727, with the MS. belonging to the 
University of Leyden, and he has made a number of 
Notes upon it. Would you advise me to publish a 
new edition of it ? ” 

His answer was dated September 30. — “ You should 
not make your letters such rarities when you know, or 
might know, the uniform state of my health. It is 
very long since I heard from you ; and that I have 
not answered is a very insufficient reason for the 
silence of a friend. — Your Anacreon is a very un- 
common book ; neither London nor Cambridge can 
supply a copy of that edition. Whether it should be 
reprinted you cannot do better than consult Lord 
Hailes. — Besides my constant and radical disease, I 
have been for these ten days much harassed with the 
gout j but that has now remitted. I hope God will 
yet grant me a little longer life, and make me less 
unfit to appear before him.” 

He this autumn received a visit from the celebrated 
Mrs. Siddons. He gives this account of it in one of 
his letters to Mrs. Thrale [October 27]: — “Mrs. 
Siddons, in her visit to me, behaved with great 
modesty and propriety, and left nothing behind her 
to be censured or despised. Neither praise nor 
money, the two powerful corrupters of mankind, seem 
to have depraved her. I shall be glad to see her 
again. Her brother Kemble calls on me, and pleases 
me very well. Mrs. Siddons and I talked of plays; 
and she told me her intention of exhibiting this winter 
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; the characters of Constance, Catharine, and Isabella 
in Shakspeare.” 

Mr. Kemble has favoured me with the following 
minute of what passed at this visit. 

‘‘When Mrs. Siddons came into, the room there 
happened to be no chair ready for her, which he 
observing, said with a smile, ‘Madam, you who so 
often occasion a want of seats to other people will 
the more easily excuse the want of one yourself.' 

“ Having placed himself by her, he with great good 
humour entered upon a consideration of the English 
drama; and, among other enquiries, particularly asked 
her which of Shakspeare’s characters she was , most 
pleased with. Upon her answering that she thought 
the character of Queen Catharine, in Henry the 
Eighth, the most natural : — ‘ I think so too. Madam, 
(said he ;) and \vhenever you perform it I will once 
more hobble out to the theatre myself.’ Mrs. Siddons 
promised she would do herself the honour of acting 
his favourite part for him ; but many circumstances 
happened to prevent the representation of King Henry 
the Eighth during the Doctor’s life. 

“ In the course of the evening he thus gave his 
opinion upon the merits of some of the principal per- 
formers whom he remembered to have seen upon the 
stage. ‘Mrs. Porter, in the vehemence of rage, and 
Mrs. Clive, in the sprightliness of humour, I have 
never seen equalled. What Clive did best she did 
better than Garrick; but could not do half so many 
things wvell; she was a better romp than any I ever 
saw in nature, — Pritchard, in common life, was a 
vulgar idiot ; she would talk of her gownd; but, when 
she appeared upon the stage, seemed to he inspired 
by gentility and understanding.-—! once talked with 
Colley Cibber, and thought him ignorant of the prin- 
ciples of his art. — Garrick, Madam, was no declaimer ; 
there was not one of his own scene-shifters who could 
not have spoken To he^ 07 \?iot to be^ better than he 
did ; yet he w’’as the only actor I ever saw whom I 
could call a master both in tragedy and comedy ; 
though I liked him best in comedy. A true conception 
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of character, and natural expression of it, were his j 
distinguished excellencies.’ Having expatiated, with ; 
his usual force and eloquence, on Mr. Garrick’s ex- I 
traordinary eminence as an actor, he concluded with i 
this compliment to his social talents ; ‘ And after all, 
Madam, I thought him less to be envied on the stage i 
than at the head of a table.’ ” | 

Johnson, indeed, had thought more upon the subject | 
of acting than might be generally supposed. Talking 
of it one day to Mr. Kemble, he said, “ Are you. Sir, I 

one of those enthusiasts who believe yourself trans- | 

formed into the very character you represent ? ” Upon I 
Mr. Kemble’s answering — that he had never felt so 
strong a persuasion himself ; “To be sure not. Sir, 
(said Johnson ;) the thing is impossible. And if Gar- ! 
rick really believed himself to be that monster, Richard 
the Third, he deserved to be hanged every time he | 
performed it.” ^ i 

. 1 My worthy friend, Mr. John Nichols, was present when Mr. 
Henderson, the actor, paid a visit to Dr. Johnson ; and was received i 
in a very courteous manner. — See “Gentleman’s Magazine,” June 
1791. 

I found among Dr. Johnson’s papers the following letter to him 
from the celebrated Mrs. Bellamy : 

i 

“ To Dr. Johnson. 

“SIR, 

“The flattering remembrance of the partiality you honoured 
me with some years ago, as well as the humanity you are known to 
possess, has encouraged me to solicit your patronage at m_v Benefit. 

“ By a long Chancery suit, and a complicated train of unfortunate 
events, I am reduced to the greatest distress ; which obliges me, 
once more, to request the indulgence of the publick. 

“ Give me leave to solicit the honour of your company, and to 
assure you, if you grant my request, the gratification I shall feel, 
from being patronized by Dr. Johnson, will be infinitely siiperiour 
to any advantage that may arise from the Benefit ; as I am, with the 
profoundest respect, Sir, 

“ Your most obedient, humble servant, 

‘‘G. A. Bellamy.” : 
“ No. 10, Duke-street, St. James’s, ■ 

May II, 1783.” 

^ I am Sappy in recording these particulars, which prove that my | 
illustrious friend lived to think much more favourably of Players | 
than he appears to have done in the early part of his life# I 
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[To M rs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfield. 

^^'DEAR MADAM, ' 

'' The death of poor Mr. Porter, of which your 
maid has sent an account, must have very much sur- 
prised you. The death of a friend is almost always 
unexpected : we do not love to think of it, and there- 
fore are not prepared for its coming. He was, I think, 
a religious man, and therefore that his end was happy. 

“ Death has likewise visited my mournful habitation. 
Last month died Mrs. Williams, who had been to me 
for thirty years in the place of a sister : her knowledge 
was great, and her conversation pleasing. I now live 
in cheerless solitude. 

“ My two last years have passed under the pressure 
of successive diseases. I have lately had the gout 
with some severity. But I wonderfully escaped the 
operation which I mentioned, and am upon the whole 
restored to health beyond my own expectation. 

‘‘ As we daily see our friends die round us, we that 
are left must cling closer, and, if we can do nothing 
more, at least pray for one another ; and remember, 
that as others die we must die too, and prepare our- 
selves diligently for the last great trial. 

‘‘ I am, Madam, 

“ Y'our’s affectionately, 

“ Sam. Johnson.’' 

“Bolt-court, Fleet-street, 

Nov. 10, 17S3.'’] 


A pleasing instance of the generous attention of 
one of his friends has been discovered by the publica- 
tion of Mrs. Thrale’s collection of Letters. In a 
letter to one of the Miss Thrales,^ he writes, A 
friend, whose name I will tell when your mamma has 
tried to guess it, sent to my physician to enquire 
whether this long train of illness had brought me into 
difficulties for want of money, with an invitation to 
send to him for what occasion required. I shall write 
this night to thank him, having no need to borrow/^ 
^ Vol. ii. p. 32a 
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And afterwards, in a letter to Mrs. Thrale, Since you | 
cannot guess I will tell you, that the generous man : 
was Gerard Hamilton. I returned him a very thank- i 
fill and respectful letter.” ^ 

I applied to Mr. Hamilton, by a common friend, 
and he has been so obliging as to let me have John- 1 
son’s letter to him upon this occasion to adorn my 
collection. I 

I 

To THE Right Honourable William Gerard 
Hamilton. 

‘‘dear SIR, 

“ Your kind enquiries after my affairs, and your 
generous offers, have been communicated to me by 
Dr. Brocklesby. I return thanks with great sincerity, j 
having lived long enough to know what gratitude is | 
due to such friendship ; and entreat that my refusal | 
may not be imputed to sullenness or pride. I am, 
indeed, in no want. Sickness is, by the generosity of 
my physicians, of little expence to me. But if any 
unexpected exigence should press me, you shall see, | 
dear Sir, how cheerfully I can be obliged to so much i 
liberality. 

“ I am, Sir, 

“ Your most obedient 

“ And most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

November 19, 1783. 

I find in this, as in former years, notices of his kind 
attention to Mrs. Gardiner, who, though in the humble 
station of a talloiv-chandler upon Snowhill, was a 
woman of excellent good sense, pious, and charitable.^ 

She told me she had been introduced to him by Mrs. 
Masters, the poetess, whose volumes he revised, and, 
it is said, illuminated here and there with a ray of his 
own genius. Mrs. Gardiner was very zealous for the 

J ii. p. 342. 

^ [In his Will Dr. Johnson left her a book /' at her election, to 
keep as a token of remembrance, ” — M.] 

[This excellent woman died September 13, 1780, aged 74. — A. 
Chalmers.] 


1783 CAKjLi 5 i-/Ji b , , r/1 1 .iXJC/ V x:<i\ VJjii 




support of the Ladies’ charity ^school, in the parish of 
St. Sepulchre. It is confined to females ; and, I am 
told, it afforded a hint for the story oi Betty Broom in 
‘VThe Idler.” Johnson this year, I find, obtained for 
it a sermon from the late Bishop of St. Asaph, Dr. 
Shipley, whom he, in one of his letters to Mrs. Thraie, 
characterises as ‘^mowing and conversible ; ” and whom 
all who knew his Lordship, even those who differed 
from him in politicks, remember with much respect. 

The Earl of Carlisle having written a tragedy, en- 
titled “ The Father’s Revenge,” some of his Lord- 
ship’s friends applied to Mrs. Chapone to prevail on 
Dr. Johnson to read and give his opinion of it, W'hich 
he accordingly did, in a letter to that lady. Sir Joshua 
Reynolds having informed me that this letter w^s in 
Lord Carlisle’s possession, though I was not fortunate 
enough to have the honour of being known to his 
Lordship, trusting to the general courtesy of literature, 
I wTote to him, requesting the favour oL a copy of it, 
and to be permitted to insert it in my Life of Dr. 
Johnson. His Lordship was so good as to comply 
with my request, and has thus enabled me to enrich 
my work with a very fine piece of writing, which dis- 
plays both the critical skill and politeness of my illus- 
trious friend ; and perhaps the curiosity which it will 
excite may induce the noble and elegant Authour to 
gratify the world by the publication ^ of a performance 
of which Dr. Johnson has spoken in such terms. 

“ To Mrs. Chapone. 

“madam, ' 

“ By sending the tragedy to me a second time,^ 

I think that a very honourable distinction has been 
shewn me, and I did not delay the perusal, of which 
I am now to tell the effect. 

“ The construction of the play is not completely 
regular ; the stage is too often vacant, and the scenes 

^ A few copies only of this tragedy have been printed, and given 
to the aiithour's friends. 

~ Dr, Johnson, having been very ill when the tragedy was first 
sent to him, had declined the consideration of it. 
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are not sufficiently connected. This, however, would 
>' be called by Dryden only a mechanical defect ; which 

1 takes away little from the power of the poem, and 

which is seen rather than felt. 

‘‘ A rigid examiner of the diction might, perhaps, 
wish some words changed, and some lines more 
vigorously terminated. But from such petty imper- 
j fections what writer was ever free ? 

The general form and force of the dialogue is of 
, more importance. It seems to want that quickness of 

reciprocation which characterises the English drama, 

' j and is not always sufficiently fervid or animated, 

j Of the sentiments, I remember not one that I 

I wished omitted. In the imagery I cannot forbear to 

distinguish the comparison of joy succeeding grief to 
light rushing on the eye accustomed to darkness.^ It 
seems to have all that can be desired to make it please. 

It is new, just, and delightful. [ 

“ With the characters, either as conceived or pre- i 
served, I have no fault to find ; but was much inclined ■ 
to congratulate a writer, who, in defiance of prejudice | 
and fashion, made the Archbishop a good man, and | 
scorned ail thoughtless applause, which a vicious I 
churchman would have brought him. 

The catastrophe is affecting. The Father and i 
Daughter, both culpable, both wretched, and both 
I penitent, divide between them our pity and our sorrow. 

“ Thus, Madam, I have performed what I did not 
willingly undertake, and could not decently refuse. 
The noble writer will be pleased to remember that 
sincere criticism ought to raise no resentment, because 
judgement is no tunder the control of will ; but in- 
voluntary criticism, as it has still less of choice, ought 
to be more remote from possibility of offence. 

“ I am, &c. I 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

“ November 28, 1783.” 

1 “ I could have borne my woes ; that stranger Joy ? 

Wounds while it smiles : — The long-imprison’d wretch, I 

Emerging from the night of his damp cell, | 

iiUii J^hrinks from the sun’s bright beams ; and that which flings 
Gladness o’er all, to him is, agony.” 


r/Ss SENSE OF NEGLECTED MERIT 001 

I consulted him on two questions of a very difi'erent 
nature : one, whether the unconstitutional mfliienGe 
exercised by the Peers of Scotland in the election of 
the representatives of the Commons, by means of fic- 
titious qualifications, ought not to be resisted ; — ^the 
other, What, in propriety and humanity, should be 
done with old horses unable to labour. I gave him 
some account of my life at Aiichinleck ; and expressed 
my satisfaction that the gentlemen of the county had, 
at two piiblick meetings, elected me their Fmses, or 
Chairman. 

“ To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ Like all other men who have great friends, you 
begin to feel the pangs of neglected merit ; and all 
the comfort that I can give you is by telling you that 
you have probably more pangs, to feel, and more 
neglect to suffer. You have, indeed, begun to com- 
plain too soon ; and I hope I am the only confidant 
of your discontent. Your friends have not yet had 
leisure to gratify personal kindness; they have hitherto 
been busy in strengthening their ministerial interest. 
If a vacancy happens in Scotland, give them early 
intelligence : and as you can serve Government as 
powerfully as any of your probable competitors, you 
may make in some sort a warrantable claim. 

‘‘ Of the exaltations and depressions of your mind 
you delight to talk, and I hate to hear. Drive all 
such fancies from you. 

“ On the day when I received your letter, I think, 
the foregoing page was written ; to which one disease 
or another has hindered me from making any addi- 
tions. I am now a little better. But sickness and 
solitude press me very heavily. I could bear sickness 
better if I were relieved from solitude. 

“The present dreadful confusion of the pub lick 
ought to make you wrap yourself up in your hereditary 
possessions, which, though less than you may wish, 
are more than you can want ; and in an hour of 
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religious retirement return thanks to God, who has 
exempted you from any strong temptation to faction, 
treachery, plunder, and dislo5^alty. 1 

“As your neighbours distinguish you by such 
honours as they can bestow, content yourself with 
your station, without neglecting your profession. 
Your estate and the Courts will find you full employ- j 
ment, and your mind well occupied will be quiet. 1 

“ The usurpation of the nobility, for they apparently | 
usurp all the influence they gain by fraud and mis-- | 
representation, I think it certainly lawful, perhaps your ! 
duty, to resist. What is not their own they have only | 
by robbery. 

“ Your question about the horses gives me more I 
perplexity. I know not well what advice to give you. | 
I can only recommend a rule which you do not want ; j 
— give as little pain as you can. I suppose that we ^ 
have a right to their service while their strength lasts ; | 

what we can do with them afterwards I cannot so 
easily determine. But let us consider. Nobody 
denies that man has a right first to milk the cow, and I 
to sheer the sheep, and then to kill them for his table, | 
May he not, by parity of reason, first work a horse, | 
and then kill him the easiest way, that he may have 
the means of another horse, or food for cows and 
sheep? Man is influenced in both cases by different 
motives of self-interest. He that rejects the one must 
reject the other. 

“ I am, &c. 

“ Sam. JJoHNSON.’' 

"London, Dec. 24, 1783. 

“ A happy and pious Christmas ; and many happy 
years to you, your lady, and children.” 

The late ingenious Mr. Mickle, some time before | 
his death, wrote me a letter concerning Dr. Johnson, 
in which he mentions, “ I was upwards of twelve years 
acquainted with him, was frequently in his compan)^, ; 
always talked with ease to him, and can truly say ' 
that r never received from him one rough word.” 

In this letter he relates his having, while engaged in 
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translating the Lusiad, had a dispute of considerable 
length with Johnson, whof as usual, declaimed upon 
the misery and corruption of a sea life, and used 
this expression It had been happy for the world. 
Sir, if your hero Gama, Prince Henry of Portugal, 
and Columbus had never been born, or that their 
schemes had never gone farther than their own 
imaginations.” — “ This sentiment, (says Mr. Mickle,) 
which is to be found in his introduction to the World 
Displayed,’ I, in my Dissertation prefixed to the 
Lusiad, have controverted ; and though authours are 
said to be bad judges of their own works, I am not 
ashamed to own to a friend that that dissertation is 
iiiy favourite above all that I ever attempted in prose. 
Next year, when the Lusiad was published, I waited 
on Dr. Johnson, who addressed me with one of his 
good-humoured smiles : — ‘ Well, you have remembered 
our dispute about Prince Henry, and have cited me 
too. You have done your part very well indeed : you 
have made the best of your argument ; but I am not 
convinced yet.’ 

“Before publishing the Lusiad, I sent Mr. Hoole a 
proof of that part of the introduction in which I make 
mention of Dr. Johnson, yourself, and other well- 
wishers to the work, begging it might be shewn to Dr. 
Johnson. This w^as accordingly done ; and in place 
of the simple mention of him which I had made he 
dictated to Mr. Hoole the sentence as it now stands. 

“ Dr. Johnson told me in 1772 that about twenty 
years before that time he himself had a design to 
translate the Lusiad, of the merit of which he spoke 
highly, but had been prevented by a number of other 
engagements.” 

Mr. Mickle reminds me in this letter of a conversa- 
tion at dinner one day at Mr. Hoole’s with Dr. John- 
son, when Mr. Nicoi, the King’s Bookseller, and I 
attempted to controvert the maxim, “ better that ten 
guilty should escape, than one innocent person suffer;” 
and were answered by Dr. Johnson with great power 
of reasoning and eloquence. I am very sorry that I 
have no record of that day : but I well recollect my 
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illustrious friend’s having ably shewn that unless civil 
institutions ensure protection to the innocent, all the 
^ confidence which mankind should have in them would 

be lost. ... I 

' , I shall here mention what, in strict chronological j 

‘ J arrangement, should have appeared in my account of j 

last year ; but may more properly be introduced here, | 
^ the controversy having not been closed till this. The | 

Reverend Mr. Shaw, a native of one of the Hebrides, 

' j having entertained doubts of the authenticity of the i 

I poems ascribed to Ossian, divested himself of national j 

' jj bigotry; and having travelled in the Highlands and 1 

I ' Islands of Scotland, and also in Ireland, in order to i 

if furnish himself with materials for a Gaelick Dictionary, | 

which he afterwards compiled, was so fully satisfied i 
that Dr. Johnson was in the right upon the question | 
that he candidly published a pamphlet, stating his | 

conviction, and the proofs and reasons on which it | 
was founded. A person at Edinburgh, of the name | 

' of Clark, answered this pamphlet with much zeal, and 

much abuse of its authour. Johnson took Mr. Shaw I 
under his protection, and gave him his assistance in I 
writing a reply, which has been admired by the best ! 

*1 judges, and by many been considered as conclusive, i 

A few paragraphs, which sufficiently mark their great i 
’! Authour, shall be selected. j 

j My assertions are, for the most part, purely nega- 

tive : I deny the existence of Fingal, because in a 1 
long and curious peregrination through the Gaelick : 
regions I have never been able to find it. What I 
could not see myself I suspect to be equally invisible 
to others; and I suspect with the more reason, as I 
among all those who have seen it no man can shew it. | 

‘‘ Mr. Clark compares the obstinacy of those who I 
disbelieve the genuineness of Ossian to a blind man j 
who should dispute the reality of colours, and deny 
that the British troops are clothed in red. The blind 
man’s doubt would be rational, if he did not know by 
experience that others have a power which he himself 
wants : but what perspicacity has Mr. Clark which 
Nature has withheld from me or the rest of mankind ? 
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The true state of the parallel must be this. Suppose 
a man, with eyes like his neighbours, was told by a 
boasting corporal that the troops, indeed, wore red 
clothes for their ordinary dress, but that every soldier 
had likewise a suit of black velvet, which he puts on 
when the King reviews them. This he thinks strange, 
and desires to see the fine clothes, but finds nobody 
in forty thousand men that can produce either coat or 
waistcoat. One, indeed, has left them in his chest at 
Port Mahon; another has always heard that he ought 
to have velvet clothes somewhere ; and a third has 
heard somebody say that soldiers ought to wear velvet. 
Can the enquirer be blamed if he goes away believing 
that a soldier’s red coat is ail that he has ? 

“ But the most obdurate incredulity may be shamed 
or silenced by facts. To overpower contradictions, 
let the soldier show his velvet coat, and the Fingalist 
the original of Ossian. 

^^The difference between us and the blind man is 
this : the blind man is unconvinced because he cannot 
see ; and we because, though we can see, we find that 
nothing can be shown.” 

Notwithstanding the complication of disorders under 
which Johnson now laboured, he did not resign him- 
self to despondency and discontent, but wfith wisdom 
and spirit endeavoured to console and amuse his mind 
with as many innocent enjoyments as he could procure. 
Sir John Hawkins has mentioned the cordiality with 
which he insisted that such of the members of the old 
club in Ivy-lane as survived should meet again and 
dine together, which they did, twice at a tavern, and 
once at his house : and in order to ensure himself 
society in the evening for three days in the week, he 
instituted a club at the Essex Head, in Essex-street, 
then kept by Samuel Greaves, an old servant of Mr. 
Thrale’s. : 

“To Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

“ DEAR SIR, ' 

'“It is inconvenient to me to come out ; I should 
else have waited on you with an account of a little 
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Evening-Club which we are establishing in Essex-street, 
in the Strand, and of which you are desired to be one. 
It will be held at the Essex Head, now kept by an old 
servant of Tlirale’s. The company is numerous, and, 
as you will see by the list, miscellaneous. The terms 
are lax, and the expences light. Mr. Barry ’was 
adopted by Dr. Brocklesby, who joined with me in 
forming the plan. We meet thrice a week, and he 
who misses forfeits two-pence. 

“ If you are walling to become a member, draw a 
line under your name. Beturii the list. We meet 
for the first time on Monday at eight. 

“I am, &c. 

‘‘ Sam. Johnson.” 

Dec, 4, 1783.” 

It did not suit Sir Joshua to be one of this Club. 
But w^hen I mention only Mr. Dailies Barrington, Dr. 
Brocklesby, Mr. Murphy, Mr. John Nichols, Mr. 
Cooke, Mr. Joddrell, Mr. Paradise, Dr. Horsley, Mr. 
Windham,^ I shall sufficiently obviate the misrepre- 
sentation of it by Sir John Hawkins, as if it had been 
a low^ ale-house association, by wffiich Johnson was 
degraded. Johnson himself, like his namesake Old 
Ben, composed the Rules of his Club.^ 

^ I was in Scotland when this Club was founded, and during all 
the winter. Johnson, however, declared I should be a member, and 
invented a word upon the occasion : “Boswell (said he) is a very 
£kibadle When I came to town, I was proposed by Mr. 

Barrington, and chosen. I believe there are few societies where 
there is better conversation or more decorum. Several of us resolved 
to continue it after our great founder was removed by death. Other 
members were added ; and now, above eight years since that loss, 
we go on happily. 

2 Rules. 

“ ‘ To-day deep thoughts with me resolve to drench 
In mirth, which after no repenting draws.' 

—Milton. 

“ The Club shall consist of four-and-twenty. 

“ The meetings shall be on the Monday, I'hursday, and Saturday 
of every week ; but in the week before Easter there shall be no 
meeting. 

“ Every member is at liberty to introduce a friend once a week, 
but not oftener. 

“ Tw'o members shall oblige themselves to attend in their turn 
every night from eight to ten, or to procure two to attend in their 
room, 
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In the end of this year he was seized with a spas- 
modick asthma of such violence that he was confined 
to the house in great pain, being sometimes obliged to 
sit all night in his chair, a recumbent posture being so 
hurtful to his respiration that he could not endure 
lying in bed ; and there came upon him at the same 
time that oppressive and fatal disease, a dropsy* It 
was a very severe winter, which probably aggravated 
his complaints j and the solitude in which Mr. Levet 
and Mrs. Williams had left him rendered his life very 
gloomy. Mrs. Desmoulins, who still lived, was her- 
self so very ill that she could contribute very little to 
his relief. He, however, had none of that unsocial 
shyness which we commonly see in people afflicted 
with sickness. He did not hide his head from the 
world in solitary abstraction ; he did not deny himself 
to the visits of his friends and acquaintances ; but at 
all times, when he was not overcome by sleep, was 
ready for conversation as in his best days. 

“ Every member present at the Club shall spend at least sixpence ; 
and every member who stays away shall forfeit threepence. 

“ The master of the house shall keep an account of the absent 
members : and deliver to the President of the night a list of the 
forfeits incurred. 

‘ ‘ When any member returns after absence, he shall immediately 
lay down his forfeits ; which if he omits to do, the President shall 
require. 

' ‘ There shall be no general reckoning, but every man shall adjust 
his own expences. 

"The night of indispensable attendance will come to every 
member once a month. Whoever shall for three months together 
omit to attend himself, or by substitution, nor shall make any 
apology in the fourth month, shall be considered as having abdi- 
cated the Club. 

" When a vacancy is to be filled, the name of the candidate, and 
of the member recommending him, shall stand in the Club-room 
three nights. On the fourth he may be chosen by ballot ; six 
members at least being present, and two-thirds of the ballot being 
in his favour ; or the majority, should the numbers not be divisible 
by three. 

‘ ‘ The master of the house shall give notice, six days before, to 
each of those members whose turn of necessary attendance is come. 

" The notice may be in these words : — ‘ Sir, On the of 

, will be your turn of presiding at the Essex Head. Your 

company is therefore earnestly requested.’ 

" One penny shall be left by each member for the waiter.” 

Johnson’s definition of a Club in this sense, in his Dictionary, i^ 
"An assembly of good fellows, meeting under certain conditions.'** 
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“To Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfield. i 

“ dear MADAM, 

“ You may perhaps think me negligent that I 
have not written: to you again upon the loss of your j 

brother ; but condolences and consolations are such i 

common and such useless things that the omission i 
of them is no great crime: and my own diseases | 

occupy my mind and engage my care. My nights * 

are miserably restless, and my days, therefore, are 
heavy. I try, however, to hold up my head as high 
as I can. 

“ I am sorry that your health is impaired ; perhaps 
the spring and the summer may, in some degree, 
restore it ; but if not, we must submit to the incon- 
veniences of time, as to the other dispensations of 
Eternal Goodness. Pray for me, and write to me, or 
let Mr. Pearson write for you. j 

“ I am, &c. 

“ Sam. Johnson.” ; 

" London, Nov. 29, 1783.’' ; 

And now I am arrived at the last year of the life of 
Samuel Johnson, a year in which, although passed i 
in severe indisposition, he nevertheless gave many 
evidences of the continuance of those wondrous 
powers of mind which raised him so high in the 
intellectual world. His conversation and his letters 
of this year were in no respect inferiour to those of 
former years. 

The following is a remarkable proof of his being 
alive to the most minute curiosities of literature. 

“ To Mr. Dilly, Bookseller, in the PoultrYo j 

“sir, I 

“There is in the world a set of books which j 
used to be sold by the booksellers on the bridge, and j 
which I must entreat you to procure me. They are | 
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called, Burton's Books ; ^ the title of one is Admirable 
Cimoslfies^ Bar dies, and Wonders Englafid, I 
believe there are about five or six of them ; they 
seem very proper to allure backward readers; be so 
kind as to get them for me, and send me them with 
the best printed edition of ■ Baxter’s Call to the 
Unconverted.’ 


“Jan. 6, 1784.” 


“ I am, &c. 

“Sam. Johnson.”' 


^ [These books are much more numerous than J ohnson supposed. 
The following list comprises several of them 5 but probably is in- 
complete : 


1. Historical Rarities in London and Westminster 

2. Wars in England, Scotland, and Ireland . 

3. Wonderful Prodigies of Judgement and Mercy . 

4. Strange and prodigious religious Customs and Manners 

of sundry Nations . . . ... 

5. English Empire in America 

6. Surprizing Miracles of Nature and Art . . 

[Admirable Curiosities of Nature, &c. 1681.-— Pro- 
bably the same book with a different title. ] 

7. History of Scotland 

8. History of Ireland 

9. Two Journies to Jerusalem 

10. Nine Worthies of the World 

11. Winter’s Evenings’ Entertainments . . . . 

12. The English Hero, or the Life of Sir Francis Drake . 

13. Memorable Accidents and unheard-of Transactions . 

14. History of the House of Orange . . ] . 

15. Burton's Acts of the Martyrs (or, of Martyrs in flames) 

16. Curiosities of England . ... . , 

17. History of Oliver Cromwell . ... 

iS. Unparalleled Varieties 

19. Unfortunate Court Favourites of England . 

20. History of the Lives of English Divines . . . 

21. Ingenious Riddles . . . . . 

22. Unhappy Princesses, or the History of Anne Boleyn 

and Lady Jane Gray . . . 

23. ..Esop’s Fables in prose and ver.se .... 

24. History of Virginia ... 

25. English Acquisitions in Guinea and the East Indies . 

26. Female Excellency, or the Ladies’ Glory . . . 

27. General History of Earthquakes . 

28. The English Heroine, or the Life and Adventures of 

Mrs. Christian Davis, commonly called Mother 
Ross ..... . ^ . . . . ' . 

29. Youth’s Divine Pastime . . . . • • 


i68r 

i6St 

1681 

1683 
168 ? 
1685 


1685 

16S5 

1685 

1687 

1687 

16S7 

1693 

1693 

169s 

1697 

1699 

1706 

1709 


1710 

1712 

1722 

1726 

1728 

1736 


] 
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/‘To Mr. Perkins. j 

“ dear sir, 

“ I WAS very sorry not to see you, when you were 
so kind as to call on me ; but to disappoint friends, 
and if they are not very good-natured to disoblige ; 
them, is one of the evils of sickness. If you will please ; 

to let me know which of the afternoons in this week I | 

shall be favoured with another visit by you and Mrs. | 
Perkins, and the young people, I will take all the i 
measures that I can to be pretty well at that time. I 
am, dear Sir, 

“Your most humble servant, i 

“Sam. Johnson.” j 

“ Jan. 21, 1784.” I 

His attention to the Essex-Head Club appears | 
from the following letter to Mr. Alderman Clark, a 
gentleman for whom he deservedly entertained a great 
regard. | 

“ To Richard Clark, Esq. 

“ dear sir, 

“ You will receive a requisition, according to the 
rules of the Club, to be at the house as President of 
the night. This turn comes once a month, and the I 

member is obliged to attend, or send another in his j 

place. You were enrolled in the Club by my invitation, | 

and I ought to introduce you ; but as I am hindered by j 

sickness, Mr. Hoole will very properly supply my place I 

as introductor, or yours as President. I hope in milder i 
weather to be a very constant attendant. j 

“ I am, Sir, &c. ; 

“ Jan. 27, 1784. “ Sam. Johnson. 

“ You ought to be informed that the forfeits began 
with the year, and that every night of non-attendance 
incurs the mulct of three-pence, that is, nine-pence a 
week.”,. 

On the 8th of January I wrote to him, anxiously 
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enquiring as to his health, and enclosing my ^VLetter 
to the People of Scotland on the present state of the 
nation/’—' I trust, (said I,) that you will be liberal 
enough to make allowance for my differing from you 
on two points, [the Middlesex Election, and the 
American War,] when my general principles of govern- 
ment are according to your own heart, and when, at a 
crisis of doubtful event, I stand forth with honest zeal 
as an ancient and faithful Briton. My reason for 
introducing those two points -was that, as my opinions 
with regard to them had been declared at the periods 
when they were least favourable, I might have the 
credit of a man who is not a worshipper of ministerial 
power.” 

To James Boswell, Esq. 

"dear sir, 

"I HEAR of many enquiries w'hich your kindness 
has disposed you to make after me. I have long in- 
tended you a long letter, w^hich perhaps the imagina- 
tion of its length hindered me from beginning. I will, 
therefore, content myself with a shorter. 

" Having promoted the institution of a new Club 
in the neighbourhood, at the house of an old servant 
of Thrale’s, I went thither to meet the company, and 
was seized with a spasmodic asthma, so violent that 
with difficulty I got to my own house, in which I have 
been confined eight or nine weeks, and from which I 
know not when I shall be able to go even to church. 
The asthma, however, is not the worst. A dropsy 
gains ground upon me ; my legs and thighs are very 
much swollen with water, which I should be content 
if I could keep there, but I am afraid that it will soon 
be higher. My nights are very sleepless and very 
tedious. And yet I am extremely afraid of dying. 

" My physicians try to make me hope that much of 
my malady is the effect of cold, and that some degree 
at least of recovery is to be expected from vernal 
bieezes and summer suns. If my life is prolonged to 
aiituiim, I should be glad to try a warmer climate; 
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though how to travel with a diseased body, without a 
companion to conduct me, and with very little money, 
I do not well see. Ramsay has recovered his limbs in 
Italy ; and Fielding was sent to Lisbon, where, indeed, 
he died ; but he was, I believe, past hope when he 
went. Think for me what I can do. 

“ I received your pamphlet, and when I write again 
may perhaps tell you some opinion about it ; but you 
will forgive a man struggling with disease his neglect 
of disputes, politicks, and pamphlets. Let me have 
your prayers. My compliments to your lady, and 
young ones. Ask your physicians about my case : 
and desire Sir Alexander Dick to write me his 
opinion. 

I am, dear Sir, &c. 

Sam. Johnson.” 

“Feb. II, 1784.” 

‘‘To Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfield. 

“ MY DEAREST LOVE, 

“ I HAVE been extremely ill of an asthma and 
dropsy, but received by the mercy of God sudden 
and unexpected relief last Thursday, by the discharge 
of twenty pints of water. Whether I shall continue 
free, or shall fill again, cannot be told. Pray for me. 

“ Death, my dear, is very dreadful ; let us think 
nothing worth our care but how to prepare for it ; 
what we know amiss in ourselves let us make haste to 
amend, and put our trust in the mercy of God, and 
the intercession of our Saviour. 

“ I am, dear Madam, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

“ Feb. 23, 1784.” 

“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ dear sir, 

_“ I have just advanced so far towards recovery 
ofis to read a pamphlet; and you may reasonably sup- 
I f)Qse that the first pamphlet which I read was yours. 
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I am very much of your opinion, and, like you, feel 
great indignation at the indecency with which the 
King is every day treated. Your paper contains 
very considerable knowledge of history and of the 
constitution, very properly produced and applied. It 
will certainly raise your character,^ though perhaps it 
may not make you a Minister of State. 

‘VI desire you to see Mrs. Stewart once again, and 
tell her that in the letter-case was a letter relating to 
me, for which I will give her, if she is willing to give 
it me, another guinea. The letter is of consequence 
only to me. 

‘‘ I am, dear Sir, &c. 

“Sam. Johnson.” 


London, Feb. 27, 1784.” 
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duriiig his life, an konorarmm to secure his par- 
ticular attendaneei The opinion was conveyed in a 
letter to me, beginning, “ I am sincerely sorry for the 
bad state of health your very learned and illustrious 
friend, Dr. Johnson, labours under at present.” 

To James Boswell, Esq. 

DEAR SIR, 

“ Presently after I had sent away my last letter 
I received your kind medical packet. I am very much 
obliged both to you and to your physicians for your 
kind attention to my disease. Dr. Gillespie has sent 
me an excellent consilium medicum^ all solid practical 
experimental knowledge. I am at present, in the 
opinion of my physicians, (Dr. Heberden and Dr. 
Brocklesby,) as well as my own, going on very hope- 
fully. I have just begun to take vinegar of squills. 
The powder hurt my stomach so much that it could 
not be continued. 

“ Return Sir Alexander Dick my sincere thanks for 
his kind letter ; and bring with you the rhubarb ^ 
which he so tenderly olfers me. 

“ I hope dear Mrs. Boswell is now quite well, and 
that no evil, either real or imaginary, now disturbs 
you. 

“ I am, &c. 

“Sam. Johnson.’" 

“ London, March 2, 1784.” 

I also applied to three of the eminent physicians 
who had chairs in our celebrated school of medicine 
at Edinburgh, Doctors Cullen, Hope, and Mimro, to 
each of whom I sent the following letter : 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ Dr. Johnson has been very ill for some time; 
and in a letter of anxious apprehension he writes to 
me, ‘ Ask your physicians about my case.’ 

1 From his garden at Prestonfield, where he cultivated that plant 
with such success that he was presented with a' gold medal by the 
Society of London for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, 
and Commerce. 
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“This, you see, is not authority for a regular con- 
sultation : but I have no doubt of your readiness to 
give your advice to a man so eminent, and who, in 
his Life of Garth, has paid your profession a just and 
elegant compliment: ‘I believe every man has found 
in physicians great liberality and dignity of sentiment 
very prompt effusions of beneficence, and willingness 
to exert a lucrative art, where there is no hope of 
lucre.’ 

“Dr. Johnson is aged seventy-four. Last summer 
he had a stroke of the palsy, from which he recovered 
almost entirely. He bad, before that, been troubled 
'with a catarrhous cough. This winter he was seized 
with a spasmodick asthma, by which he has been con- 
fined to his house for about three months. Dr. 
Brocklesby writes to me that, upon the least admis- 
sion of cold, there is such a constriction upon his 
breast that he cannot lie down in his bed, but is 
obliged to sit up all night, and gets rest and some- 
times sleep only by means of laudanum and syrup of 
poppies ; and that there are oedematous tumours in 
his legs and thighs. Dr. Brocklesby trusts a good 
deal to the return of mild weather. Dr. Johnson says 
that a dropsy gains ground upon him ; and he seems 
to think that a warmer climate would do him good. 

I understand he is now rather better, and is using 
vinegar of squills. I am, with great esteem, dear Sir, 

“ Your most obedient humble servant, 

“James Boswell.’' 

“ March 7, 1784.” 


All of them paid the most polite attention to my 
letter and its venerable object. Dr. Cullen’s words 
concerning him were, “ It would give me the greatest 
pleasure to be of any service to a man whom the 
pub lick properly esteem, and whom I esteem and 
respect as much as I do Dr. Johnson.” Dr. Hope’s, 
“ Few people have a better claim on me than your 
friend, as hardly a day passes that I do not ask his 
opinion about this or that word.” Dr. Munro’s, “ I 
most sincerely join you in sympathising with that very 
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during his life, an honorarium to secure his par- 
ticular attendance. The opinion was conveyed in a 
letter to me, beginning, “ I am sincerely sorry for the 
bad state of health your very learned and illustrious 
friend, Dr. Johnson, labours under at present.” 

“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

Presently after I had sent away my last letter 
I received your kind medical packet. I am very much 
obliged both to you and to your physicians for your 
kind attention to my disease. Dr. Gillespie has sent 
me an excellent consilium 7nedic74?jt^ all solid practical 
experimental knowledge. I am at present, in the 
opinion of my physicians, (Dr. Heberden and Dr. 
Brocklesby,) as well as my own, going on very hope- 
fully. I have just begun to take vinegar of squills. 
The powder hurt my stomach so much that it could 
not be continued. 

“ Return Sir Alexander Dick my sincere thanks for 
his kind letter; and bring with you the rhubarb ^ 
which he so tenderly offers me. 

“ I hope dear Mrs. Boswell is now quite well, and 
that no evil, either real or imaginary, now disturbs 
you. 

“ I am, &c. 

“Sam. Johnson.’'"' 

“ London, March 2, 1784.” 

I also applied to three of the eminent physicians 
who had chairs in our celebrated school of medicine 
at Edinburgh, Doctors Cullen, Hope, and Munro, to 
each of whom I sent the following letter : 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ Dr. Johnson has been very ill for some time ; 
and in a letter of anxious apprehension he writes to 
me, ‘ Ask your physicians about my case.’ 

Q From his garden at Prestonfield, where he cultivated that plant 
with such success that he was presented with a' gold medal by the 
Society of London for the Encouragement of Arts, Maiiutactures, 
and Commerce. 
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‘‘ This, you see, is not authority for a regular con- 
sultation : but I have no doubt of your readiness to 
give your advice to a man so eminent, and who, in 
his Life of Garth, has paid your profession a Just and 
elegant compliment : ‘ I believe every man has found 
in physicians great liberality and dignity of sentiment, 
very prompt effusions of beneficence, and willingness 
to exert a lucrative art, wdiere there is no hope of 
lucre.’ 

“Dr. Johnson is aged seventy-four. Last summer 
he had a stroke of the palsy, from which he recovered 
almost entirely. He had, before that, been troubled 
with a catarrhous cough. This winter he was seized 
with a spasmodick asthma, by which be has been con- 
fined to his house for about three months. Dr. 
Brocklesby wnites to me that, upon the least admis- 
sion of cold, there is such a constriction upon his 
breast that he cannot lie down in his bed, but is 
obliged to sit -up all night, and gets rest and some- 
times sleep only by means of laudanum and syrup of 
poppies ; and that there are cedematous tumours in 
his legs and thighs. Dr. Brocklesby trusts a good 
deal to the return of mild weather. Dr. Johnson says 
that a dropsy gains ground upon him ; and he seems 
to think that a warmer climate would do him good. 

I understand he is now rather better, and is using 
vinegar of squills. I am, with great esteem, dear Sir, 

“ Your most obedient humble servant, 

“ James Boswell.’* 

“ March 7, 1784." 

All of them paid the most polite attention to my 
letter and its venerable object. Dr. Cullen’s words 
concerning him were, “ It would give me the greatest 
pleasure to he of any service to a man wdiom the 
publick properly esteem, and whom I esteem and 
respect as much as P%^^©r. Johnson.” Dr. Hope’s, 
“Few people have IPMdife claim on me than your 
friend, as hardly a ,.j3af tSisses that I do not ask his 
opinion about thi^^^rftif’ word.” Dr. Munro’s, “I 
most sincerely join you in sympathising with that very 
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worthy and ingenious character, from whom his country 
has derived much instruction and entertainment.” 

Dr. Hope corresponded wdth his friend Dr. Brock- 
lesby. Doctors Cullen and Munro wrote their opinions 
and prescriptions to me, which I afterwards carried 
with me to London, and, so far as they were encourag- 
ing, communicated to Johnson. The liberality oh one 
hand, and grateful sense of it on the other, I have 
great satisfaction in recording. 


‘'To James Boswell, Esq. 

“dear sir, 

“ I AM too much pleased with the attention which 
you and your dear lady ^ show to my welfare not to 
be diligent in letting you know the progress which I 
make towards health. The dropsy, by God’s blessing, 
has now run almost totally away by natural evacua- 
tion : and the asthma, if not irritated by cold, gives 
me little trouble. While I am writing this I have 
not any sensation of debility or disease. But I do 
not yet venture out, having been confined to the house 
from the thirteenth of December, now a quarter of a 
year. 

“When it will be fit for me to travel as far as 
Auchinleck I am not able to guess ; but such a letter 
as Mrs. BoswelFs might draw any man, not wholly 
motionless, a great way. Pray tell the dear lady how 
much her civility and kindness have touched and 
gratified me. 

“Our parliamentary tumults have now begun to 
subside, and the King’s authority is in some measure 
re-established. Mr. Pitt will have great power ; but 
you must remember that what he has to give must, at 
least for some time, be given to those who gave and 
those who preserve his power. ^ A new minister can 
sacrifice little to esteem or (^(^q-^ship ; he must, till he 
is settled, think only of his interest. 

“ If you come hither thr^gl^^dinburgh, send for 

^ Who had written him a vOry kind letter. 
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Mrs. Stewartj and give from me another guinea for the 
letter in the old casCj to which I shall not be satisfied 
with my claim till she gives it me. 

“ Please to bring with you Baxters Anacreon j and 
if you procure heads of Hector Boece, the historian, 
and Arthur Johnston, the poet, I will put them in my 
room ; or any other of the fathers of Scottish literature. 

“ I wish you an easy and happy journe}^, and hope 
I need not tell you that you will be welcome to, dear 
Sir, 

Your most affectionate humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson/' 

“ London, March 18, 1784.'’ 

I wrote to him, March 28, from York, informing 
him that I had a high gratification in the triumph of 
monarchical principles over aristocratical influence, in 
that great county, in an address to the King ; that I 
was thus far on my way to him, but that news of the 
dissolution of Parliament having arrived, I was to 
hasten back to my own county, where I had carried 
an Address to his Majesty by a great majority, and 
had some intention of being a candidate to represent 
the county in Parliament. 

“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ You could do nothing so proper as to hasten 
back when you found the Parliament dissolved. With 
the influence which your address must have gained 
you, it may reasonably be expected that your presence, 
will be of importance, and your activity of effect. 

“ Your solicitude for me gives me that pleasure 
which every man feels from the kindness of such a 
friend ; and it is with delight I relieve it by telling 
that Br. Brocklesby’s account is true, and that I am, 
by the blessing of Gol)f'#pnderfully relieved. ',j 

“ You are entering fifion h transaction which requires 
much prudence. Yoil% 4 §f endeavour to oppose with- 
out exasperating; to practise temporary hostility with- 
out producing enemies for life. This is, perhaps, hard 
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to be done ; yet it has been done by many, and seems 
most likely to be effected by opposing merely upon 
general principles, without descending to personal or 
particular censures or objections. One thing I must 
enjoin you, which is seldom observed in the conduct 
of elections ; — I must entreat you to be scrupulous in 
the use of strong liquors. One night’s drunkenness 
may defeat the labours of forty days well employed. 
Be firm, but not clamorous; be active, but not mali- 
cious ; and you may form such an interest as may not 
only exalt yourself, but dignify your family. 

‘‘We are, as you may suppose, all busy here. Mr. 
Fox resolutely stands for Westminster, and his friends 
say will carry the election. However that be, he will 
certainly have a seat. Mr. Hoole has just told me 
that the city leans towards the King. 

“ Let me hear, from time to time, how you are 
employed, and what progress you make. 

“ Make dear Mrs. Boswell, and ail the young Bos- 
wells, the sincere compliments of, Sir, your affectionate 
humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

“ London, March 30, 1784.” 

To Mr. Langton he wrote with that cordiality which 
w^as suitable to the long friendship which had subsisted 
between him and that gentleman. 

March 27. “Since you left me, I have continued in 
my own opinion, and in Dr. Brocklesby’s, to grow 
better with respect to all my formidable and dangerous 
distempers ; though to a body battered and shaken as 
mine has lately been it is to be feared that weak 
attacks may be sometimes mischievous. I have, 
indeed, by standing carelessly at an open window, 
got a very troublesome cough, which it has been 
necessary to appease by opium, in larger quantities 
than I like to take, and I hayedjot found it give way 
so readily as I expected • ^^hstinacy, however, 
seems at last disposed to suhn^it to the remedy, and 
I know not whether I should then have a right to 
complain of any morbid sensation. My asthma is, I 
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am afraid, constitutional and incurable ; but it is only 
occasional, and unless it be excited by labour or by 
cold, gives me no molestation, nor does it lay very 
close siege to life; for Sir John Floyer, whom the 
physical race consider as authour of one of the best 
books upon it, panted on to ninety, as was supposed ; 
and why were we content with supposing a fact so 
interesting of a man so conspicuous? because he 
corrupted, at perhaps seventy or eighty, the register 
that he might pass for younger than he was. He 
was not much less than eighty when to a man of 
rank who modestly asked his age he answered, 'Go 
look ; ’ though he was in general a man of civility and 
elegance. 

"The ladies, I find, are at your house all well, 
except Miss Langton, who will probably scoa recover 
her health by light suppers. Let her eat at dinner as 
she will, but not take a full stomach to bed. — Pay my 
sincere respects to dear Miss Langton in Lincolnshire, 
let her know that I mean not to break our league of 
friendship, and that I have a set of Lives for her when 
I have the means of sending it.” 

April 8. "I am still disturbed by my cough; but 
what thanks have I not to pay when my cough is the 
most painful sensation that I feel? and from that I 
expect hardly to be released 'while winter continues 
to gripe us with so much pertinacity. The year has 
now advanced eighteen days beyond the equinox, and 
still there is very little remission of the cold. When 
warm weather comes, which surely must come at last, 
I hope it will help both me and your young lady. 

" The man so busy about addresses is neither more 
nor less than our own Boswell, who' bad come as far 
as York towards London, but turned" back on the 
dissolution, and is said now to stand for some place. 
Whether to wish him success his best friends hesitate. 

"Let me have your prayers for the completion of 
my recovery : l am now better than I ever expected 
to have been. May Gob add to his mercies the grace 
that may enable me to use them according to his will. 
My compliments to all” 
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April 13. ‘‘I had this evening a note from Lord 
Portinore/ desiring that I would give you an account 
of my health. You might have had it with less cir- 
cumduction. I am, by God’s blessing, I believe, free 
from all morbid sensations, except a cough, which is 
only troublesome. But I am still weak, and can have 
no great hope of strength till the weather shall be 
softer. The summer, if it be kindly, will, I hope, 
enable me to support the winter. God, who has so 
wonderfully restored me, can preserve me in all 
seasons. 

Let me enquire in my turn after the state of your 
family, great and little. I hope Lady Rothes and 
Miss Langton are both well. That is a good basis 
of content. Then how goes George on with his 
studies? How does Miss Mary? And how does my 
own Jenny? I think I owe Jenny a letter, which I 
will take care to pay. In the mean time tell her that 
I acknowledge the debt. 

Be pleased to make my compliments to the ladies. 
If Mrs. Langton comes to London she w^ili favour me 
with a visit, for I am not well enough to go out.’* x 

To OziAS Humphry, 2 Esq. 

“sir, 

“ Mr. Hoole has told me with what benevolence 
you listened to a request, \vhich I was almost afraid 

1 To which Johnson returned this answer : 

“To THE Right Honourable Earl of Portmore. 

“ Dr. Johnson acknowledges with great respect the honour of 
Lord Portmore's notice. He is better than he was; and will, as 
his Lordship directs, write to Mr. Langton. 

“ Bolt-court, Fleet-street, 

“Apr. 13, 1784.’' 

2 The eminent painter, representative of the ancient family of 
Homfrey (now Humphry) in the w'est of England; wdio, as appears 
from their arms which they have invariably used, have been, (as I 
have seen authenticated by the best authority,) one of those among 
the Knights and Esquires of honour who are represented by Plolin- 
shed as having issued from the Tower of London on coursers 
apparelled for the jousts, accompanied by ladies of honour, leading 
every one a Knight, with a chain of gold, passing through the streets 
of London into Smithfield, on Sunday, at three o’clock in the after- 
noon, being the first Sunday after Michaelmas, in the fourteenth 
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to make, of leave to a young painter ^ to attend you 
from time to time in your painting-room to see your 
operations and receive your instructions. 

“ The young man has perhaps good parts, but has 
been without a regular education. He is my god-son, 
and therefore I interest myself in his progress and 
success, and shall think myself much favoured if I 
receive from you a permission to send him. 

“ My health is, by God’s blessing, much restored, 
but I am not yet allowed by my physicians to go 
abroad; nor, indeed, do I think myself yet able to 
endure the weather. 

“ I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

"April 5, 1784.” 

To THE Same. 

“sir, 

“ The bearer is my god-son, whom I take the 
liberty of recommending to your kindness; which I 
hope he will deserve by his respect to your excellence, 
and his gratitude for your favours. 

“ I am. Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

" April 10, 1784'’ 

To the Same. 

“ SIR, 

“ I AM very much obliged by your civilities to 
my god-son, but must beg of you to add to them the 
favour of permitting him to see you paint, that he 
may know how a picture is begun, advanced, and 
completed. 

year of King Richard the Second. This family once enjoyed large 
possessions, but, like others, have lost them in the progress of ages. 
Their blood, however, remains to them well ascertained ; and they 
may hope in the revolution of events to recover that rank in society 
for which, in modern times, fortune seems to be an indispensable 
requisite. 

A Son of Mr, Samuel Paterson, eminent for his knowledge of 
books. 
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“ If he may , attend you in a few of your operations, 
I hope be will shew that the benefit has been properly 
conferred, both by his proficiency and his gratitude. 
At least I shall consider you as enlarging your kind- 
ness to, Sir, , 

“ Your humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson,.”" 

“ May 31, 17S4. ” 


“ To THE Reverend Dr, Taylor, Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“What can be the reason that I hear nothing 
from you ? I hope nothing disables you from writing. 
What I have seen, and what I have felt, gives me 
reason to fear every thing. Do not omit giving me 
the comfort of knowing that after all my losses I have 
yet a friend left. 

“I want every comfort. My life is very solitary 
and very cheerless. Though it has pleased God 
wonderfully to deliver me from the dropsy, I am yet 
very weak, and have not passed the door since the 
13th of December. I hope for some help from warm 
weather, which will surely come in time. 

“ I could not have the consent of the physicians to- 
go to church yesterday ; I therefore received the holy 
sacrament at home, in the room where I communicated 
with dear Mrs. Williams a little before her death. O ! 
my friend, the approach of death is very dreadful. I 
am afraid to think on that which I know I cannot 
avoid. It is vain to look round and round for that 
help which cannot be had. Yet we hope and hope, 
and fancy that he who has lived to-day may live 
to-morrow. But let us learn to derive our hope only 
from God. 

“ In the mean time, let us be kind to one another. 
I have no friend no'w living but you ^ and Mr. Hector 

^ [This friend of Johnson's youth survived him somewhat more 
than three years, having died P’eb. 19, 1788. — M.] 
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that was the friend of my youth. Do not neglect, 
dear Sir, 

‘‘ Yours affectionately, 

Sam. Johnson.’' 

“ London, Easter-Monday, 

April 12, 1784." 

[To Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfield. 

MY DEAR, 

I WRITE to you now to tell you that I am so far 
recovered that on the 21st I went to church to return 
thanks, after a confinement of more than four long 
months. 

My recovery is such as neither myself nor the 
physicians at all expected, and is such as that very 
few examples have been known of the like. J oin with 
me, my dear love, in returning thanks to God. 

Dr. Vyse has been with [me] this evening : he 
tells me that you likewise have been much disordered, 
but that you are now better. I hope that we shall 
sometime have a cheerful interview. In the mean 
time let us pray for one another. 

“ I am, Madam, 

“ Your bumble servant, 

'‘Sam. Johnson.’' 

“ London, April 26, 1784.”] 

What follows is a beautiful specimen of his gentle- 
ness and complacency to a young lady his god-child, 
one of the daughters of his friend Mr. Langton, then 
r think in her seventh year. He took the trouble to 
write it in a large round hand, nearly resembling 
printed characters, that she might have the satisfaction 
of reading it herself. The original lies before me, but 
shall be faithfully restored to her ; and I dare say will 
be preserved by her as a jewel as long as she lives. 

“ To Miss Jane Langton, in Rochester, Kent. 

“my DEAREST MISS JENNY, 

“I AM sorry that your pretty letter has been so 
long without being answered ; but when I am not 
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pretty well I do not always write plain enough for 
young ladies. I am glad, my dear, to see that you 
write so well, and hope that you mind your pen, your 
book, and your needle, for they are all necessary. 
Your books will give you knowledge, and make you 
respected ; and your needle will find you useful em- 
ployment when you do not care to read. When you 
are a little older, I hope you will be very diligent in 
learning arithmetickj and, above all, that through 
your whole life you will carefully say your prayers 
and read your Bible. 

“ I am, my dear, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

'‘Sam. Johnson.''’ 


May 10, 1784.” 


On Wednesday, May 5, I arrived in London, and 
next morning had the pleasure to find Dr. Johnson 
greatly recovered. I but just saw him ; for a coach 
was waiting to carry him to Islington, to the house of 
his friend the Reverend Mr. Strahan, where he went 
sometimes for the benefit of good air, "which, notwith- 
standing his having formerly laughed at the general 
opinion upon the Subject, he now acknowledged was 
conducive to health. 

One morning afterwards, when I found him alone, 
he communicated to me, with solemn earnestness, a 
very remarkable circumstance wHich had happened 
in the course of his illness, when he was much dis- 
tressed by the dropsy. He had shut himself up, and 
employed a day in particular exercises of religion, — 
fasting, humiliation, and prayer. On a sudden he 
obtained extraordinary relief, for which he looked up 
to Heaven with grateful devotion. He made no direct 
inference from this fact ; but from his manner of telling 
it I could perceive that it appeared to him as some- 
thing more than an incident in the common course of 
events. For my own part, I have no difficulty to 
avow that cast of thinking which by many modern 
pretenders to wisdom is called supersfif mis. But here 
I think even men of dry rationality may believe that 
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there was an intermediate interposition of Divine 
Providence, and that '4he fervent prayer of this 
righteous man ” availed^ 

On Sunday, May 9, I found Colonel Valiancy, the 
celebrated Antiquary and Engineer of Ireland, with 
him. On Monday, the loth, I dined witli him at Mr. 
Paradise’s, where was a large company ; Mr. Bryant, 
Mr. Joddrel, Mr. Hawkins Browne, &c. On Thursday, 
the 13th, I dined with him at Mr. JoddreFs, with 
another large company; the Bishop of Exeter, Lord 
Monboddo,^ Mr. Murphy, &c. 

On Saturday, May 15, I dined with him at Dr. 
Brocklesby’s, where were Colonel Valiancy, Mr. 
Murphy, and that ever-cheerful companion Mr. 
Devaynes, apothecary to his Majesty. Of these days, 
and others on which I saw him, I have no memorials, 
except the general recollection of his being able and 
animated in conversation, and appearing to relish 
society as much as the youngest man. I find only 
these three small particulars : — When a person was 

^ Upon this subject there is a very fair and judicious remark in 
the Life of Dr. Aberiiethy, in the first edition of the Biographia 
Britannica, which I should have been glad to see in his Life which 
has been written for the second edition of that valuable work, “To 
deny the exercise of a particular providence in the Deity’s govern- 
ment of the world is certainly impious, yet nothing serv^es the cause 
of the scorner more than an incautious forw'ard zeal in determining 
the particular instances of it.” 

In confirmation of my sentiments, I am also happy to quote that 
sensible and elegant writer Mr. in Letter Vlll. of his 

collection, published under the name of “We may 

safely assert that the belief of a particular Providence is founded 
upon such probable reasons as may well justify our assent. It 
would scarce, therefore, be wise to renounce an opinion which 
affords so firm a support to the soul, in those seasons wherein she 
stands in most need of assistance, merely because it is not possible, 
in questions of this kind, to solve every difficulty which attends 
them.” 

2 I w^as sorry to observe Lord Monboddo avoid any communica- 
tion with Dr. Johnson, I flattered myself that I had made them 
very good friends, (see “ Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides,” Aug. 
21,) but unhappily his Lordship had resumed and cherished a 
violent prejudice against my illustrious friend, to whom I must do 
the justice to say there w'as on his part not the least anger, but a 
good humoured sportiveness.: Nay, though he; knew of his Lord- 
ship’s indisposition towards him, he was. even kindly; as appeared 
from his enquiring of me after him by an abbreviation of his name, 

“ Well, how does ” 
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mentioned who said, “ I have lived fifty-one years 
in this world without having had ten minutes of 
uneasiness ; ” he exclaimed, The man who says so 
lies : he attempts to impose on human credulity.’^ 
The Bishop of Exeter J in vain observed that men 
were very different. His Lordship’s manner was not 
impressive ; and I learnt afterwards that Johnson did 
not find out that the person who talked to him was a 
Prelate ; if he had, I doubt not that he would have 
treated him with more respect; for once talking of 
George Psalmanazar, whom he reverenced for his 
piety, he said, I should as soon think of contradicting 
a Bishop. ” One of the company provoked him greatly 
by doing what he could least of all bear, which was 
quoting something of his own writing against what he 
then maintained. “ What, Sir, (cried the gentleman,) 
do you say to 

‘ The busy day, the peaceful night, 

Unfelt, uncounted, glided by ’ ” ? ^ 

Johnson, finding himself thus presented as giving an 
instance of a man who had lived without uneasiness, 
was much offended, for he looked upon such a quota- 
tion as unfair, his anger burst out in an unjustifiable 
retort, insinuating that the gentleman’s remark was a 
sally of ebriety ; “ Sir, there is one passion I would 
advise you to command : when you have drunk out 
that glass don’t drink another.” Here was exemplified 
what Goldsmith said of him, with the aid of a very 
witty image from one of Cibber’s Comedies : “ There 
is no arguing with Johnson : for if his pistol misses 
fire he knocks you down with the butt end of it.” 

Another w^as this: when a gentleman of eminence 
in the literary world was violently censured for attack- 
ing people by anonymous paragraphs in news-papers ; 
he, from the spirit of contradiction as I thought, took 
up his defence and said, “ Come, come, this is not so 
terrible a crime ; he means only to vex them a little. 

I do not say that I should do it ; but there is a great 

U[Dr. John Ross.] 

2 Verses on the death of Mr. Levet. 
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difference between him and me ; what is fit for 
Heph^estion is not fit for Alexander.” — Another, when 
I told him that a young and handsome Countess had 
said to me, “ I should think that to be praised by Br. 
Johnson would make one a fool all one’s life;” and 
that I answered, “ Madam, I shall make him a fool to- 
day by repeating this to him;” he said, “ I am too 
old to be made a fool; but if you say I am made a 
fool I shall not deny it. I am much pleased with a 
compliment, especially from a pretty woman.” 

On the evening of Saturday, May 15, he was in fine 
spirits at our Essex-Head Club. He told us, “ I dined 
yesterday at Mrs. Garrick’s with Mrs. Carter,^ Miss 
Hannah More, and Miss Fanny Burney. Three such 
women are not to be found : I kno'w notwdiere I could 
find a fourth, except Mrs. Lennox, wvho is superiour to 
them all.” Bosw'ell. “ What 1 had you them all to 
yourself, Sir ? ” Johnson. ‘‘ I had them all, as much 
as they were had ; but it might have been better had 
there been more company there.” Bosweix. Might 
not Mrs. Montague have been a fourth?” Johnson. 
“Sir, Mrs. Montague does not make a trade of her 
wit; but Mrs. Montague is a very extraordinary 
woman : she has a constant stream of conversation, 
and it is always impregnated ; it has always meaning.” 
Boswell. “Mr. Burke has a constant stream of con- 
versation.” Johnson. “Yes, Sir; if a man were to 
go by chance at the same time with Burke under a 
shed to shun a shower he would say— ^ this is an 
extraordinary man.’ If Burke should go into, a stable 
to see his horse dressed, the ostler would say — ‘ we have 
had an extraordinary man here.’ ” Boswell. “ Foote 
was a man who never failed in conversation. If he 
had gone into a stable—’ Johnson. “ Sir, if he had 
gone into the stable, the ostler would have said, here 
has been a comical fellow : but he w^ould not have 
respected him.” Boswell. “ And, Sir, the ostler would 
have answered him, would have given him as good as 

^ [This learned and excellent lady, who has been often mentioned 
in these volumes, died at her house in Clarges-street, Feb, 19, 1806, 
in her eighty-ninth year. — M.] 
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he brought, as the common saying is.” Johnson. 

Yes, Sir; and Foote would have answered the ostler. 
— —When Burke does not descend to be merry, his 
conversation is very superiour indeed. There is no 
proportion between the powers which he shews in 
serious talk and in jocularity. When he lets himself 
down to that he is in the kennel.” I have in another 
place ^ opposed, and I hope with success, Dr. John- 
son’s very singular and erroneous notion as to Mr. 
Burke’s pleasantry. Mr. Windham now said low to 
me that he differed from our great friend in this 
observation ; for that Mr. Burke was often very happy 
in his merriment. It would not have been right for 
either of us to have contradicted Johnson at this time, 
in a Society all of whom did not know and value Mr. 
Burke as much as we did. It might have occasioned 
something more rough, and at any rate would probably 
have checked the flow of Johnson’s good-humour. He 
called to us with a sudden air of exultation, as the 
thought started into his mind, ‘‘ O ! Gentlemen, I must 
tell you a very great thing. The Empress of Russia 
has ordered the ‘Rambler ’to be translated into the 
Russian language : ^ so I shall be read on the banks 
of the Wolga. Horace boasts that his fame would 
extend as far as the banks of the Rhone; now the 
Wolga is farther from me than the Rhone was from 
Horace.” Boswell. “ You must certainly be pleased 
with this, Sir.” Johnson. “ I am pleased, Sir, to be 
sure. A man is pleased to find he has succeeded in 
that which he has endeavoured to do.” 

One of the company mentioned his having seen a 
noble person driving in his carriage, and looking ex- 
ceedingly well, notwithstanding his great age. John- 
son. “ Ah, Sir ; that is nothing. Bacon observes that 
a stout healthy old man is like a tower undermined.” 

On Sunday, May 16, I found him alone ; he talked 
of Mrs. Thrale with much concern, saying, “Sir, she 

1 “ Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides," Aug. 15. 

2 I have since heard that the report was not well founded ; but 
the elation discovered by Johnson in the belief that it was true 
shewed a noble ardour for literary fame. 
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has done every thing wrong since Thrale’s bridle was 
off her neck ; ” and was proceeding to mention some 
circumstances which have since been the subject of 
public discussion when he w^as interrupted by the 
arrival of Dr. Douglas, now Bishop of Salisbury. 

Dr. Douglas, upon this occasion, refuted a mistaken 
notion, which is very common in Scotland, that the 
ecclesiastical discipline of the Church of England, 
though duly enforced, is insufficient to preserve the 
morals of the clergy, inasmuch as all delinquents may 
be screened by appealing to the Convocation, which 
being never authorized by the King to sit for the 
dispatch of business, the appeal never can be heard. 
Dr. Douglas observed that this was founded upon 
ignorance ; for that the Bishops have sufficient po’wer 
to maintain discipline, and that the sitting of the Con- 
vocation was wholly immaterial in this respect, it being, 
not a Court of judicature, but like a parliament, to 
make canons and regulations as times may require. 

Johnson, talking of the fear of death, said, “Some 
people are not afraid, because they look upon salvation 
as the effect of an absolute decree, and think they feel 
in themselves the marks of sanctification. Others, and 
those the most rational in my opinion, look upon sal- 
vation as conditional ; and as they never can be sure 
that they have complied with the conditions, they are 
afraid.” 

In one of his little manuscript diaries, about this 
time, I find a short notice which marks his amiable 
disposition more certainly than a thousand studied 
declarations.—^ Afternoon spent cheerfully and ele- 
gantly, I hope without offence to God or man; though 
in no holy duty, yet in the general exercise and culti- 
vation of benevolence.” 

On Monday, May 17, I dined with him at Mr. 
Dilly’s, where were Colonel Valiancy, the Reverend 
Dr. Gibbons, and Mr. Gapel Lofft, who, though a. 
most zealous Whig, has a mind so full of learning 
and knowledge, and so much exercised in various 
departments, and withal so much liberality, that the 
stupendous powers of the literary Goliath, though they 
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did not frighten this little David of popular spirit, 
could not but excite his admiration. There was also 
Mr. Braithwaite of the Post-office, that amiable and 
friendly man, who, with modest and unassuming 
manners, has associated with many of the wits of the 
age. Johnson was very quiescent to-day. Perhaps 
too I was indolent I find nothing more of him in 
my notes but that, when I mentioned that I had 
seen in the King’s library sixty-three editions of my 
favourite Thomas k Kempis, — amongst which ■ it was 
in eight languages, Latin, German, French, Italian, 
Spanish, English, Arabick, and Armenian, — he said 
he thought it unnecessary to collect many editions of 
a book which were all the same except as to the 
paper and print; he would have the original, and all 
the translations, and all the editions which had any 
variations in the text. He approved of the famous 
collection of editions of Horace by Douglas, men- 
tioned by Pope, who is said to have had a closet filled 
with them; and he added, every man should try to 
collect one book in that manner, and present it to a 
publick library.” 

On Tuesday, May 18, I saw him for a short time 
In the morning. I told him that the mob had called 
out as the King passed, “No Fox— -No Fox,” which 
I did not like. He said, “They were right, Sir.” I 
said I thought not; for it seemed to be making Mr. 
Fox the King’s competitor. There being no audience, 
so that there could be no triumph in a victory, he 
fairly agreed with me. I said it might do very well 
if explained thus : “ Let us have no Fox ; ” under- 
standing it as a prayer to his Majesty not to appoint 
that gentleman minister. 

On Wednesdays May 19, I sat a part of the evening 
with him by ourselves. I observed that the death of 
our friends might be a consolation against the fear of 
our own dissolution, because we might have more 
friends in the other world than in this. He perhaps 
felt this as a reflection upon his apprehension as to 
death ; and said, with heat, “How can a man know 
his departed friends are, or whether they will be 
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his friends in the other world ? How many friendships 
have you known formed upon principles of virtue? 
Most friendships are formed by caprice or by chance, 
mere confederacies in vice or leagues in folly.” 

We talked of our worthy friend Mr. Langton. He 
said, “ I know not who will go to Heaven if Langton 
does not. Sir, I could almost say, SVV anima niea cum 
La?igtonor I mentioned a very eminent friend as a 

virtuous man. Johnson. “Yes, Sir; but has 

not the evangelical virtue of Langton, , I am 

afraid, would not scruple to pick up a wench.” 

He however charged Mr. Langton with what he 
thought want of judgement upon an interesting occa- 
sion. “ When I was ill, (said he) I desired he would 
tell me sincerely in what he thought my life was 
faulty. Sir, he brought me a sheet of paper, on which 
he had written down several texts of Scripture recom- 
mending Christian charity. And when I questioned 
him what occasion I had given for such an animad- 
version, all that he could say amounted to this,— that 
I sometimes contradicted people in conversation. 
Now what harm does it do to any man to be contra- 
dicted ? ” Boswell. “ I suppose he meant the manner 
of doing it ; roughly, — and harshly.” Johnson. “ And 
who is the worse for that?” Boswell. “It hurts 
people of weaker nerves.” Johnson. “ I know no 
such weak-nerved people.” Mr. Burke, to whom I 
related this conference, said, “ It is^ well if, wiien a 
man comes to die, he has nothing heavier upon his 
conscience than having been a little rough in con- 
versation.” ' 

Johnson, at the time when the paper was presented 
to him, though at first pleased with the attention of 
his friend, whom he thanked in an earnest manner, 
soon exclaimed in a loud and angry tone, “What is 
your drift, Sir?” Sir Joshua Reynolds pleasantly 
observed that it was a scene for a comedy to see 
a penitent get into a violent passion and belabour his 
confessor.^ 

’ After all, I cannot but be of opinion that, as Mr. Langton was 
seriously requested by Dr. Johnson to mention what appeared to 
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I have preserved no more of his conversation at the 
times when I saw him during the rest of this month 
till Sunday, the 30th of May, when I met him in the 
evening at Mr. Hoole's, where there was a large 
company both of ladies and gentlemen. Sir James 
* Johnston happened to say that he paid no regard to 

the arguments of counsel at the bar of the House 
of Commons, because they were paid for speaking. 
Johnson, “Nay, Sir, argument is argument. You 
cannot help paying regard to their arguments if they 
are good. If it were testimony you might disregard 
it, if you knew that it were purchased. There is a 
beautiful image in Bacon ^ upon this subject : testi- 
if mony is like an arrow shot from a long bow ; the 

J force of it depends on the strength of the hand that 

' draws it. Argument is like an arrow from a cross- 

; bow, which has equal force though shot by a child.'^ 

^ He had dined that day at Mr. Hoole’s, and Miss 

Helen Maria Williams being expected in the evening, 
Mr. Hoole put into his hands her beautiful “ Ode on 
the Peace : ” ^ Johnson read it over, and when this 

him erroneous in the character of his friend, he was bound as an 
honest man to intimate what he really thought, which he certainly 
I did in the most delicate manner ; so that Johnson himself, when in 

a quiet frame of mind, was pleased with it. The texts suggested 

f are now before me, and I shall quote a few of them. " Blessed are 
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” Mat. w 5. — “ I there- 
fore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you, that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meek- 
ness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love.” Ephes. 
V. I, 2. — “ And above all these things put on charity, which is the 
-;J bond of perfectness,” Col. iii. 14. — “Charity siiffereth long, and is 

! , kind : charity envieth not, charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 

' ' up: doth not behave itself unseemly, is not easily provoked.” i 

Cor. xiii. 4, 5. 

^ [Dr. Johnson’s memory deceived him. The passage referred to 
is not Bacon’s, but Boyle’s : and may be found, with a slight varia- 
tion, in Johnson’s Dictionary, under the word — Cross-bow. — So 
happily selected are the greater part of the examples in that incom- 
parable work that if the most striking passages found in it were 
collected by one of our modern book-makers, under the title of The 
Beauties 01-' Johnson's Dictionary, they would form a very 
pleasing and popular volume, — M.] 

The Peace made by that very able statesman, the Earl of 
Shelburne, now Marquis of Lansdowne, which may fairly be con- 
sidvered as the foundation of all the prosperity of Great Britain since 
that time. 
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elegant and accomplished young lady ^ was presented 
to him he took her by the hand in the most courteous 
manner, and repeated the finest stanza of her poem ; 
this was the most delicate and pleasing compliment he 
could pay. Her respectable friend, Dr. Kippis, from 
whom I had this anecdote, was standing by, and was 
not a little gratified. 

Miss Williams told me that the only other time she 
was fortunate enough to be in Dr. Johnson’s company 
he asked her to sit down by him, which she did, and 
upon her enquiring how he was, he ansrvered, '' I am 
very ill indeed, Madam. I am very ill even when 
you are near me ; what should I be were you at a 
distance ? ” 

He had now a great desire to go to Oxford, as his 
first jaunt after his illness ; we talked of it for some 
days, and I had promised to accompany him. He 
was impatient and fretful to-night, because I did not 
at once agree to go with him on Thursday. When I 
considered how ill he had been, and what allowance 
should be made for the influence of sickness upon his 
temper, I resolved to indulge him, though with some 
inconvenience to myself, as I wished to attend the 
musical meeting in honour of Handel, in Westminster- 
Abbey, on the following Saturday. 

In the midst of his own diseases and pains he was 
ever compassionate to the distresses of others, and 
actively earnest in procuring them aid, as appears 
from a note to Sir Joshua Reynolds, of June, in these 
words : “ I am ashamed to ask for some relief for a 
poor man, to whom, I hope, I have given what I can be 
expected to spare. The man importunes me, and the 

^ In the first edition of my Work the epithet amiable wSiS given. 

I was sorry to be obliged to strike it out ; but I could not in justice 
suffer it to remain after this young lady had not only written in 
favour of the savage Anarchy with which France has been visited, 
but had (as I have been informed by good authority) walked, 
without horrour, over the ground at the Thuilleries when it was 
strewed with the naked bodies of the faithful Swiss Guards, who 
were barbarously massacred for having brav’^ely defended, against 
a crew of rufilans, the Monarch whom they had taken an oath to 
defend. From Dr. Johnson she could now expect not endearment 
but repulsion. 
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blow goes round. I am going to try another air on 
Thursday.” 

On Thursday, June 3, the Oxford post-coach took 
us up in the morning at Bolt-court. The other two 
passengers were Mrs. Beresford and her daughter, two 
very agreeable ladies from America; they were going 
to Worcestershire, where they then resided. Trank 
had been sent by his master the day before to take 
places for us ; and I found from the way-bill that Dn 
Johnson had made our names be put down. Mrs. 
Beresford, who had read it, whispered me, “ Is this the 
great Dr. Johnson ? ” I told her it was ; so she was 
then prepared to listen. As she soon happened to 
mention, in a voice so low that Johnson did not hear 
it, that her husband had been a member of the Ameri- 
can Congress, I cautioned her to beware of introducing 
that subject, as she must knowhow very violent Johnson 
was against the people of that country. He talked a 
great deal. But I am sorry I have preserved lijlle of the 
conversation. Miss Beresford was so nrnp h charmed 
that she said to me aside, How he does talk 1 Every 
sentence is an essay.” She amused herself in the 
coach with knotting; he would scarcely allow this 
species of employment any merit. Next to mere 
idleness (said he) I think knotting is to be reckoned 
in the scale of insignificance ; though I once attempted 
to learn knotting. Dempster’s sister (looking to me) 
endeavoured to teach me it ; but I made no progress.” 

I was surprised at his talking without reserve in the 
publick post-coach of the state of his affairs ; have 
(said he) about the world I think above a thousand 
pounds, which I intend shall afford Frank an annuity 
of seventy pounds a-year.” Indeed his openness with 
people at a first interview was remarkable. He said 
once to Mr. Langton, I think I am like Squire 
Richard in ‘ The Journey to London,’ ‘ /’;w ?iever 
st?'a?ige m a sirajtge place ' ” He was truly sociaL He 
strongly censured what is much too common in Eng- 
land among persons of condition,— maintaining an 
absolute silence when unknown to each other ; as, 
for instance, when occasionally brought together in a 
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room before the master or mistress of the fionse has; 
appeared. Sir, that is being so mncivilized as not 
to understand the common rights of humanity.’' 

^ At the inn where we stopped he was exceedingly 
dissatisfied with some roast mutton which we had for 
dinner. The ladies, I saw, wondered to see the great 
philosopher, whose wisdom and wit they had been 
admiring all the way, get into ill-humour from such a 
cause. He scolded the waiter, saying, It is as bad 
as bad can be : it is ill-fed, ill-killed, ill-kept, and ill- 
dressed.” 

_ He bore the journey very well, and seemed to feel 
himself elevated as he approached Oxford, that magni- 
ficent and venerable seat of Learning, Orthodoxy, and 
Toryism. Frank came in the heavy coach, in readi- 
ness to attend him ; and we were received with the 
most polite hospitality at the house of his old friend 
Dr. Adams, Master of Pembroke College, who had 
given us a kind invitation. Before we were set down 
I communicated to Johnson my having engaged to 
return to London directly, for the reason I have men- 
tioned, but that I would hasten hack to him again. He 
was pleased that I had made this journey merely to 
keep him company. He was easy and placid with 
Dr. Adams, Mrs. and Miss Adams, and Mrs. Kenni- 
cot, widow of the learned Hebr^an, who was here on 
a visit. He soon dispatched the enquiries which 
were made about his illness and recovery by a short 
and distinct narrative ; and then, assuming a gay air^, 
repeated from Swift, 

‘‘ Nor think on our approaching ills, 

And talk of spectacles and pills.” 

Dr. Newton, the Bishop of Bristol, having been 
mentioned, Johnson, recollecting the manner in which 
he had been censured by that Prelate,^ thus retaliated: 

^ Dr. Newton in his Account of his own Life, after animadverting 
upon Mr. Gibbon’s History, says; “ Dr. Johnson’s ' Lives of the 
Poets ’ afforded more amusement ; but candour w^as much hurt and 
offended at the malevolence that predominates in every part. Some 
passages, it must be allow’ed, are judicious and well written, but 
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— ‘ Tom knew he should be dead before what he has 
said of me would appear. He durst not have printed 
it while he was alive.’' JDr. Adams. “ I believe his 
^Dissertations on the Prophecies’ is bis great work.” 
Johnson. “ Why, Sir, it is To77f s great work ; but how 
far it is great, or how much of it is Tom’s, are other 
questions. I fancy a considerable part of it was 
borrowed.” Dr. Adams. “ He was a very successful 
man.” Johnson. “I don’t think so, Sir.— He did 
not get very high. He was late in getting what he 
did get ; and he did not get it by the best means. I 
believe he was a gross flatterer.” 

I fulfilled my intention by going to London, and 
returned to Oxford on Wednesday the 9th of June, 
when I was happy to find myself again in the same 
agreeable circle at Pembroke College, with the com- 
fortable prospect of making some stay. Johnson 
welcomed my return with more than ordinary glee. 

He talked with great regard of the Honourable 
Archibald Campbell, whose character he had given at 
the Duke of Argyll’s table, when we w^ere at Inverary ; ^ 
and at this time wrote out for me, in his own hand, a 
fuller account of that learned and venerable writer, 

make not sufficient compensation for so much spleen and ill- 
liumour. Never was any biographer more sparing of his praise, or 
more abundant in his censures. He seemingly delights more in 
exposing blemishes than in recommending beauties ; slightly passes 
oyer excellencies, enlarges upon imperfections, and, not content with 
his own severe reflections, revives old scandal, and produces large 
quotations from the forgotten works of former criticks. His reputa- 
tion was so high in the republick of letters that it wanted not to be 
raised upon the ruins of others. But these Essays, instead of raising 
a higher idea than was before entertained of his understanding, 
have certainly given the world a worse opinion of his temper.” The 
Bishop was therefore the more surprized and concerned for his 
townsman, for he respected him not only for his genius and learning, 
but valued him muck for the more a7niable part of his character, his 
humanity and charity, his ^norality and 7'eligion." The last sentence 
we may consider as the general and permanent opinion of Bishop 
Newton ; the remarks which precede it must, by all who have read 
Johnson’s admirable work, be imputed to the disgust and peevish- 
ness of old age. I wish they had not appeared, and that Dr. Johnson 
had not been provoked by them to express himself not in respectful 
terms of a Prelate whose , labours were certainly of considerable 
advantage both to literature and religion. 

^ “ Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides,” Oct. 25. 
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which I have published in its proper place. Johnson 
made a remark this evening which struck me a good 
deal I never (said he) knew a Nonjurorhvho could 
reason/’ ^ Surely he did not. mean to deny that faculty 
to many of their writers ; to Hickes, Brett, and other 
eminent divines of that persuasion ; and did not 
recollect that the seven Bishops, so justly celebrated 
for their magnanimous resistance of arbitrary power, 
were yet Nonjurors to the ne^v Government, The 
nonjuring clergy of Scotland, indeed, who, excepting 
a few, have lately, by a sudden stroke, cut off all ties 
of allegiance to the house of Stuart, and resolved to 
pray for our present lawful Sovereign by name, may 
be thought to have confirmed this remark ; as it may be 
said that the divine indefeasible hereditary right which 
they professed to believe, if ever true, must be equally 
true still. Many of my readers will be surprized when 
I mention that Johnson assured me he had never in 
his life been in a nonjuring meeting-house. 

Next morning at breakfast he pointed out a passage 
in Savage’s ‘‘ Wanderer,” saying, “ These are fine 
verses.” — “ If (said he) I had written with hostility of 
Warburton in my Shakspeare I should have quoted 
this couplet : 

‘ Here Learning, blinded first, and then beguil’d, 
Looks dark as Ignorance, as Frenzy wild.’ 

You see they’d have fitted him to a T’,” (smiling.) 
Dr. Adams. ‘‘ But you did not write against Warbur- 
ton.” Johnson. No, Sir, I treated him with great 
respect both in my preface and in my notes.” 

^ The Rev. Mr. Agutter has favoured Trie with a note of a dialogue 
between Mr. John Henderson and Dr. Johnson on this topick, as 
related by Mr. Henderson, and it is evidently so authentick that I 
shall here insert it : — Hendekson. “ What do you think, Sir, of 
William Law?” Johnson, “ William Law, Sir, wrote the best 
piece of Parenetick Divinity ; but W^illiam Law was no reasoner.” 
Henderson. “ Jeremy Collier, Sir ?■” Johnson. “ Jeremy Collier 
fought without a rival, and therefore could not claim the victory.” 
Mr. Henderson mentioned Kenn and Kettlewell ; but some objec- 
tions were made ; at last he said, “ But, Sir, what do you think of 
Lesley? ” Johnson. “ Charles Lesley I had forgotten. Lesley 
zijas a reasoner, and a reasoner who was Jiot.to be reasoned against,'' 
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^ M Kennicot spoke of her brother, the Reverend 
Mr, Chamberlayne, who had given up great prospects 
in the Church of England on his conversion to the 
Roman Catholick faith. Johnson, who warmly admired ” 
every man who acted from a conscientious regard to 
principle, erroneous or- not, exclaimed fervently, ‘‘ God 
bless him.” 

Mrs. Kennicot, in confirmation of Dr. Johnson’s 
opinion that the present was not worse than former 
ages, mentioned that her brother assured her there was 
now less infidelity on the Continent than there had 
been j Voltaire and Rousseau were less read. I | 

asserted, from good authority, that Hume’s infidelity f 
was certainly less read. Johnson. All infidel writers ^ 
drop into oblivion when personal connections and 
the fioridness of novelty are gone ; though now and 
then a foolish fellow, who thinks he can be witty upon 
them, may bring them again into notice. There will 
sometimes start up a College joker, who does not con- 
sider that what is a joke in a College will not do in 
the world. To such defenders of Religion I would 
apply a stanza of a poem which I remember to have 
seen in some old collection : 

‘ Henceforth be quiet and agree, 

Each kiss his empty brother ; 

Religion scorns a foe like thee, 

But dreads a friend like t’other.’ 

The point is well, though the expression is not correct ; 
one^ and not thee^ should be opposed to f other T ^ 

On the Roman Catholick religion he said, If you 

^ I have inserted the stanza as Johnson repeated it from memory ; 
but I have since found the poem itself, in “ The Foundling Hospital 
for Wit,” piinted at London, 1749. It is as follows : 

“ Epigram, occasioned by a religious disj)ule at Bath. 

“ On Reason, Faith, and Mystery high, p 

Two wits harangue the "table ; ‘ 

B -y believes he knows not why, 

N — swears ‘ti3, all a fable. 

“ Peace, coxcombs, peace, and both agree, , 

•N——, kiss thy empty brother ; 

Religion laughs at -foes like thee, 

-.-v And dreads a friend like t’other." 
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join the Papists externally, they will not interrogate 
you strictly as to your belief in their tenets. No 
reasoning Papist believes every article of their faith. 
There is one side on which a good man might be per- 
suaded to embrace it. A good man of a timorous dis- 
position, in great doubt of his acceptance with God, 
and pretty credulous, may be glad to be of a church 
where there are so many helps to get to Heaven. I 
would be a Papist if I could. I have fear enough ; 
but an obstinate rationality prevents me. I shall 
never be a, Papist, unless on the near approach of 
death, of which I have a very great terrour. I wonder 
that women are not all Papists.” Boswell. “They 
are not more afraid of death than men are.” John- 
son. “ Because they are less wicked.” Dr. Adams, 
“ They are more pious.” Johnson. “No, hang ’em, 
they are not more pious. A wicked fellow is the most 
pious when he takes to it. HeTl beat you all at piety.” 

He argued in defence of some of the peculiar tenets 
of the Church of Rome. As to the giving the bread 
only to the laity, he said, “ They may think that, in 
what is merely ritual, deviations from the primitive 
mode may be admitted on the ground of convenience ; 
and I think they are as well warranted to make this 
alteration as we are to substitute sprinkling in the 
room of the ancient baptism.” As to the invocation of 
saints, he said, “ Though I do not think it authorised, 
it appears to me that ^ the communion of saints ’ in 
the Creed means the communion with the saints in 
Heaven, as connected with / The holy Catholick 
church.’ ” ^ He admitted the influence of evil spirits 
upon our minds, and said, “ Nobody who believes the 
New Testament can deny it.” 

I brought a volume of Dr. Hurd, the Bishop of 

^ Waller, in his “Divine Poesie,” Canto first, has the same 
thought finely expressed : 

The Church triumphant, and the Church below, 

In songs of praise their present union show ; 

Their joys are full ; our expectation long, 

In life we differ, but we join in song ; 

Angels and we assisted by this art, 

May sing together, though we dwell apart. " 
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Worcester’s Sermons, and read to the company some 
passages from one of them upon this text, Resist the 
I) evil ^ and he will fly from you h James iv. 7 . 1 was 
happy to produce so judicious and elegant a sup- 
porter ^ of a doctrine which, I know not why, should, 
in this world of imperfect knowledge, and, therefore, 
of wonder and mystery in a thousand instances, be 
contested by some with an unthinking assurance and 
flippancy. 

After dinner, when one of us talked of there being 
a great enmity between Whig and Tory : — Johnson. 

Why, not so much, I think, unless when they come 
into competition wdth each other. There is none 
when they are only common acquaintance, none when 

1 The Sermon thus opens : — “ That there are angels and spirits 
good and bad ; that at the head of these last there is one more 
considerable and malignant than the rest, who, in the form or 
under the name of a serpent, was deeply concerned in the fall of 
man, and whose head, as the prophetick language is, the son of man 
was one day to hndse ; that this evil spirit, though that prophecy 
be in part completed, has not yet received his death’s wound, but is 
still permitted, for ends unsearchaVde to us, and in ways which we 
cannot particularly explain, to have a certain degree of power in 
this world hostile to its virtue and happiness, and sometimes exerted 
with too much success ; all this is so clear from Scripture, that no 
believer, unless he be first of ail spoiled by philosophy and vain deceit, 
can possibly entertain a doubt of it." 

Having treated of possessions, his Lordship says, “As I have no 
authority to affirm that there are now any such, so neither may I 
presume to say with confidence that there are not any." 

“ But then with regard to the influence of evil spirits at this day 
upon the SOULS of men, I shall take leave to be a great deal more 
peremptory." — [Then, having stated the various proofs, he adds,] 
“All this, I say, is so manifest to every one who reads the Scriptures, 
that, if W'e respect their authority, the question concerning the 
reality of the demoniack influence upon the minds of men is clearly 
determined." 

Let it be remembered that these are not the words of an anti- 
quated or obscure enthusiast, but of a learned and polite Prelate 
now alive ; and were spoken not to a vulgar congregation, but to 
the Honourable Society of Lincoln’s-Inm His Lordship in this 
Sermon explains the words, “ deliver us from evil," in the Lord's 
Prayer, as signifying a request to be protected from “ the evil one," 
tliat is, the Devil. This is well illustrated in a short but excellent 
Commentary by my late worthy friend, the Reverend Dr. Lort, of 
whom it s2ad,, Multis ille bonis It is 

remarkable that Waller in his “ Reflections on the several Petitions, 
in that sacred form of devotion," has understood this in the same 
sense : 

“ Guard us from all temptations of the Foe." 
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they are of different sexes. A Tory will marry into a 
Whig family, and a Whig into a Tory family, without 
any reluctance. But, indeed, in a matter of much 
more concern than yjolitical tenets, and that is religion, 
men and women do not concern themselves much 
about difference of opinion ; and ladies set no value 
on the moral character of men who pay their addresses 
to them ; the greatest profligate will be as well received 
as the man of the greatest virtue, and this by a very 
good woman, by a woman who says her prayers three 
times a day.” Our ladies endeavoured to defend their 
sex from this charge ; but he roared them down ! 

No, no, a lady will take Jonathan Wild as readily as 
St. Austin, if he has threepence more; and, what is 
worse, her parents will give her to him. Women have 
a perpetual envy of our vices ; they are less vicious 
than we, not from choice, but because we restrict 
them ; they are the slaves of order and fashion ; their 
virtue is of more consequence to us than our own, so 
far as concerns this world.” 

Miss Adams mentioned a gentleman of licentious 
character, and said, “ Suppose I had a mind to marry 
that gentleman, would my parents consent ?” John- 
son. “ Yes, they’d consent, and you’d go. You’d go, 
though they did not consent.” Miss Adams. “ Per- 
haps their opposing might make me go.” Johnson. 
‘‘ O, very well ; you’d take one whom you think a bad 
man, to have the pleasure of vexing your parents. 
You put me in mind of Dr. Barrowby, the physician, 
who was very fond of swine’s flesh. One day, when 
he was eating it, he said, ‘I wish I was a Jew,’ — 

‘ Why so ? (said somebody,) the Jews are not allowed 
to eat your favourite meat.’^ — ‘ Because (said he,) I 
should then have the gust of eating it, with the 
pleasure of sinning.’ ” — -Johnson then proceeded in 
his declamation. 

Miss Adams soon afterwards made an observation 
that I do not recollect, which pleased him much ; he 
said with a good-humoured smile, “ That there should 
be so much excellence united with so much depravity 
is strange.”, ■' 
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Indeed, this lady's good qualities, merit, and ac- 
complishments, and her constant attention to Dr. 
Johnson, were not lost upon him. She happened to 
tell him that a little coffee-pot, in which she had made 
him coffee, was the only thing she could call her own. 
He turned to her with a complacent gallantry, “ Don’t 
say so, my dear; I hope you don’t reckon my heart as 
nothing,” 

I asked him if it was true, as reported, that he had 
said lately, “ I am for the King against Fox; but I 
am for Fox against Pitt.” Johnson. “ Yes, Sir ; the 
King is my master ; but I do not know Pitt; and Fox 
is my friend.” 

Fox, (added he,) is a most extraordinary man ; 
here is a man (describing him in strong terms of 
objection in some respects according as he appre- 
hended, but which exalted his abilities the more,) 
who has divided the Kingdom with Csesar; so that it 
was a doubt ^vhether the nation should be ruled by the 
sceptre of George the Third or the tongue of Fox.” 

Dr. Wall, physician at Oxford, drank tea with us. 
Johnson had in general a peculiar pleasure in the com- 
pany of physicians, which was certainly not abated by 
the conversation of this learned, ingenious, and pleas- 
ing gentleman. Johnson said, “ It is wonderful how 
little good Radcliffe’s travelling fellowships have done. 
I know nothing that has been imported by them ; yet 
many additions to our medical knowledge might be 
got in foreign countries. Inoculation, for instance, 
has saved more lives than war destroys : and the cures 
performed by the Peru vian-b ark are innumerable. But 
it is in vain to send our travelling physicians to France, 
and Italy, and Germany, for all that is known there is 
known here : I’d send them out of Christendom ; I’d 
send them among barbarous nations.” 

On Friday, June ii, we talked at breakfast of forms 
of prayer. Johnson. “ I know of no good prayers but 
those in the ‘ Book of Common Prayer.”’ Dr. Adams, 
(in a very earnest manner,) “ I wish, Sir, you would 
compose some family prayers.” Johnson. “ I will 
not compose prayers for you. Sir, because you can do 
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It for yourself. But I have thought of getting together 
all the books of prayers which I could, selecting those 
which should appear to me the best, putting out some, 
inserting others, adding some prayers of my owm, and 
prefixing a discourse on prayer.’' We all now gathered 
about him, and two or three of us at a time joined in 
pressing him to execute this plan. He seemed to be 
a little displeased at the manner of our importunity, 
and in great agitation called out, “ Do not talk thus 
of what is so awful. I know not what time God will 
allow me in this world. There are many things which 
I wish to do.” Some of us persisted, and Dr. Adams 
said, “ I never was more serious about any thing in 
my life.” Johnson. “ Let me alone, let me alone ; I 
am overpowered.” And then he put his hands before 
his face, and reclined for some time upon the table. 

I mentioned Jeremy Taylor’s using, in his forms of 
prayer, “I am the chief of sinners,” and other such 
self-condemning expressions. “Now,: (said I) this 
cannot be said with truth by every man, and therefore 
is improper for a general printed form. I myself 
cannot say that I am the worst of men ; I w/// not say 
so.” Johnson. “A man may know that physically, 
that is, in the real state of things, he is not the worst 
man ; but that morally he may be so. Law observes 
that every man knows something worse of himself 
than he is sure of in others.' You may not have com- 
mitted such crimes as some men have done ; but you 
do not know against what degree of light they have 
sinned. Besides, Sir, ‘ the chief of sinners ' is a mode 
of expression for ' I am a great sinner.' So St. Paul, 
speaking of our Saviour’s having died to save sinners, 
says, ^of whom I am the chief : ' yet Le certainly did 
not think himself so bad as Judas Iscariot.” Boswell. 
“ But, Sir, Taylor means it literally, for he founds a 
conceit upon it. When praying for the conversion 
of sinners, and of himself in particular, he says, ' Lord, 
thou wilt not leave thy chief - ssox^l undone.’ ” John- 
son. “ I do not approve of figurative expressions in 
addressing the Supreme Being and I never use them. 
Taylor gives a very good advice : ‘ Never lie in your 
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prayers; never confess more than you really believe; 
never promise more than you mean to perform.’ ” I 
recollected this precept in his “ Golden Grove ; ” but 
his example for prayer contradicts his precept. 

Dr. Johnson and I went in Dr. Adams’s coach to 
dine with Mr. Nowell, Principal of St. Mary Hall, at his 
beautiful villa at Iffiiey, on the banks of the Isis, about 
two miles from Oxford. While we were upon the 
road I had the resolution to ask Johnson whether he 
thought that the roughness of his manner had been 
an advantage or not, and if he would not have done 
more good if he had been. more gentle. I proceeded 
to answer myself thus : “ Perhaps it has been of 
advantage, as it has given weight to what you said : 
you could not, perhaps, have talked with such authority 
without it.” Johnson. ‘‘No, Sir; I have done more 
good as I am. Obscenity and impiety have always been 
repressed in my company.” Boswell. “True, Sir; 
and that is more than can be said of every Bishop. 
Greater liberties have been taken in the presence of a 
Bishop, though a very good man, from his being 
milder, and therefore not commanding such awe. Yet, 
Sir, many people who might have been benefited by 
your conversation have been frightened away. A 
worthy friend of ours has told me that he has often 
been afraid to talk to you.” Johnson. “Sir, he need 
t not have been afraid if he had any thing rational to 

* say.^ If he had not, it was better he did not talk.” 

Dr. Nowell is celebrated for having preached a 
' , sermon before the House of Commons on the 30th 

of January, 1772, full of high Tory sentiments, for 
which he w’^as thanked as usual, and printed it at their 
request ; but, in the midst of that turbulence and 
faction which disgraced a part of the present reign, 

! the thanks were afterwards ordered to be expunged. 

This strange conduct sufficiently exposes itself; and 
Dr. Nowell will ever have the honour which is due to 

1 [The words of Erasmus (as my learned friend Archdeacon 
Kearney observes to me,) may be applied to Johnson; “ Qui in- 
genium, sensum, dictionem hominis noverant, nmltis non ofFend- 
untur, quibus graviter erant offendendi, qui lieec ignorarunt,”— M.j 
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a lofty friend of our monarchical constitution. Dr. 
Johnson said to me, “Sir, the Court will be very 
much to blame if he is not promoted.” I told this 
to Dr. Nowell ; and asserting my humbler, though not 
less zealous exertions in the same cause, I suggested 
that, whatever return we might receive, ^we should still 
have the consolation of being like Butler’s steady and 
generous Royalist, 

“ True as the dial to the sun, 

Although it be not shone upon.” 

We were well entertained and very happy at Dr. 
NowelFs, where was a very agreeable company; and 
we drank “ Church and King” after dinner with true 
Tory cordiality. 

We talked of a certain clergyman of extraordinary 
character, who, by exerting his talents in writing on 
temporary topicks, and displaying uncommon intre- 
pidity, had raised himself to affluence. I maintained 
that we ought not to be indignant at his success ; for 
merit of every sort was entitled to reward, Johnson. 

“ Sir, I will not allow this man to have merit. No, 
Sir; what he has is rather the contrary; I will, indeed, 
allow him courage, and on this account we so far give 
him credit. We have more respect for a man who 
robs boldly on the highway than for a fellow who 
jumps out of a ditch and knocks you down behind 
your back. Courage is a quality so necessary for 
maintaining virtue that it is always respected, even 
when it is associated with vice.” 

I censured the coarse invectives which were become 
fashionable in the House of Commons, and said that, 
if members of parliament must attack each other 
personally in the heat of debate, it should be done 
more genteelly. Johnson. “ No, Sir ; that would be 
much worse. Abuse is not so dangerous when there 
is no vehicle of wit or delicacy, no subtle conveyance. 
The difference between coarse and refined abuse is 
as the difference between being bruised by a club 
and wounded by a poisoned arrow.”— I have since 
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^obsened his position elegantly expressed by Dr. 
Young'': 

‘‘As the soft plume gives swiftness to the darh 
Good breeding sends the satire to the heart.’^ 

On Saturday, June 12, there drank tea with us at 
Dr. Adams’s, Mr. John Henderson, student of Pem- 
broke-College, celebrated for his wonderful acquire- 
'ments in Alchymy, Judicial Astrology, and other 
abstruse and curious learning;^ and the Reverend 
Herbert Croft, who, I am afraid, was somewhat 
mortified by Dr. Johnson’s not being highly pleased 
with some “Family Discourses” which he had 
printed; they were in too familiar a style to be 
approved of by so manly a mind. I have no note of 
this evening’s conversation, except a single fragment. 
When I mentioned Thomas Lord Lyttelton’s vision, 
the prediction of the time of his death, and its exact 
fulfilment: — Johnson. “It is the most extraordinary 
thing that has happened in my day. I heard it with 
my own ears from his uncle. Lord West cote. ^ I am 
so glad to have every evidence of the spiritual world 
that I am willing to believe it.” Dr. Adams. “ You 
have evidence enough ; good evidence, which needs 
not such support.” Johnson. “ I like to have more.” 

Mr. Henderson, with whom I had sauntered in the 
venerable walks of Merton-College, and found him a 
very learned and pious man, supped with us. Dr. 
Johnson surprised him not a little by acknowledging, 
with a look of horrour, that he was much oppressed 
by the fear of death. The amiable Dr. Adams sug- 
‘gested that God was infinitely good. Johnson. “ That 
he is infinitely good, as far as the perfection of his 
nature will allow, I certainly believe; but it is neces- 
sary for good upon the whole that individuals should 
be punished. As to an mdividual^ therefore, he is not 
infinitely good ; and as I cannot be sure that I have 

j See an accoimt of him in a sermon by the Reverend Mr. 
Agutter. ' '■ 

2 correct account of Lord Lyttelton’s supposed Vision may 
be found in Nashe’s “History of Worcestershire —Additions 
AND Corrections, p. 36.— M.] 
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fulfilled the conditions on which salvation is granted, 
I am afraid I may be one of those who shall be 
damned/^ (looking dismally.) Dr. Adams. “What 
do you mean by damned ? ” Johnson, (passionately 
and loudly) “Sent to Hell, Sir, and punished ever- 
lastingly.’'' Dr. Adams. “I don’t believe that doc- 
trine.’’ Johnson. “Hold, Sir, do you believe that 
some will be punished at all?” Dr. Adams. “Being 
excluded from Heaven will be a punishment; yet 
there may be no great positive suifering.” Johnson. 
“ Well, Sir ; but if you admit any degree of punish- 
ment there is an end of your argument for infinite 
goodness simply considered ; for infinite goodness 
would inflict no punishment whatever. There is not 
infinite goodness physically considered; morally there 
is.” Boswell. “But may not a man attain to such 
a degree of hope as not to be uneasy from the fear of 
death?” Johnson. “A man may have such a degree 
of hope as to keep him quiet. You see I am not 
quiet, from the vehemence with which I talk ; but 
I do not despair.” Mrs. Adams. “You seem, Sir. 
to forget the merits of our Redeemer.” Johnson. 
“ Madam, I do not forget the merits of my Redeemer ; 
but my Redeemer has said that he will set some on 
his right hand and some on his left.” — -He was in 
gloomy agitation, and said, “I’ll have no more on’t.” 
—If what has now been stated should be urged by 
the enemies of Christianity as if its influence on the 
mind were not benignant, let it be remembered that 
Johnson’s temperament was melancholy, of which such 
direful apprehensions of futurity are often a common 
effect. We shall presently see that, wdien he ap- 
proached nearer to his awful change, his mind became 
tranquil, and he exhibited as much fortitude as becomes 
a thinking man in that situation. 

-From the subject of death we passed to discourse 
of life, whether it was upon the whole more happy or 
miserable. Johnson was decidedly for the balance of 
misery : ^ in confirmation of which I maintained that 

1 The Reverend Mr. Ralph Churton, Fellow of Brazen-Nose 
College, Oxford, has favoured me with the following remarks on nly 


648 LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON 1784 

no man would choose to lead over again the life 
which he had experienced. Johnson acceded to that 
opinion in the strongest terms. This is an enquiry 

Work, which he is pleased to say, “ I have hitherto extolled, and 
cordially approve.” 

“The chief part of what. I have to observe is contained in the 
following transcript from a letter to a friend, which, with his con- 
currence, I copied for this purpose; and, whatever may be the 
merit or justness of the remarks, you may be sure that being written 
to a most intimate friend, without any intention that they ever 
should go further, they are the genuine and undisguised sentiments 
of the writer : 

‘Jan. 6, 1792, 

‘ Last week I was reading the second volume of Boswell’s 
Johnson, with increasing esteem for the worthy authour, and in- 
creasing veneration of the wonderful and excellent man who is the 
, subject of it. The writer throws in, now and then, very properly, 

i 1 1 some serious religious reflections ; but there is one remark, in my 

'* mind an obvious and just one, which I think he has not made, that 

j Johnson’s “ morbid melancholy ” and constitutional infirmities were 

I intended by Providence, like St. Paul’s thorn in the flesh, to check 

I intellectual conceit and arrogance ; which the consciousness of his 

extraordinary talents, awake as he was to the voice of praise, might 
otherwise have generated in a very culpable degree. Another ob- 
[ servation strikes^me, that in consequence of the same natural indis- 

position and habitual sickliness, (for he says he scarcely passed one 
I day without pain after his twentieth year,) he considered and 

represented human life as a scene of much greater misery than is 
generally experienced. There may be persons bowed down with 
J affliction all their days; and there are those, no doubt, whose 

' ' iniquities rob them of rest ; but neither calamities nor crimes, I 

i|. hope and believe, do so much and so generally abound as to justify 

the dark picture of life which Johnson's imagination designed, and 
his strong pencil delineated. This I am sure, the colouring is far 
j too gloomy for what I have experienced, though as far as I can 

i I remember I have had more sickness (I do not say more severe, 

but only more in quantity) than falls to the lot of most people. 

; But then daily debility and occasional sickness were far overbalanced 

by intervenient days and, perhaps, weeks void of pain, and over- 
t flowing with comfort. So that, in short, to return to the subject, 

human life, as far as I can perceive from experience or observation, 
i is not that state of constant wretchedness which Johnson always 

insisted it was : which misrepresentation (for such it surely is) his 
I Biographer has not corrected, I suppose, because, unhappily, he 

has himself a large portion of melancholy in his constitution, and 
I . fancied the portrait a faithful copy of life.’ ” 

1 The learned writer then proceeds thus in his letter to me : 

, “ I have conversed with some sensible men on this subject, who 

f • all seem to entertain the same sentiments respecting life with those 

which are expressed or implied in the foregoing paragraph. It 
might be added that, as the representation here spoken of appears 
not consistent with fact and experience, so neither does it seem to 
I , be countenanced by Scripture. There is, perhaps, no part of the 

sacred volume which at first sight promises so much to lend its 
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often made ; and its being a subject of disquisition is 
a proof that much misery presses upon human feelaigs ; 
for those who are conscious of a felicity of existence 

sanction to these dark and desponding notions as the book of 
Ecclesiastes, which so often, and so emphatically, proclaims the 
vanity of things sublunary. But ‘ the design of this whole book (as 
it has been justly observed) is not to put us out of conceit with life, 
but to cure our vain expectations of a corapleat and perfect happi- 
ness in this world ; to convince us that there is no such thing to be 
found in mere external enjoyments; — and to teach us — to seek for 
happiness in the practice of virtue, in the knowledge and love of 
God, and in the hopes of a better life. For this is the application 
of all : Let us hear, &c. xii. 13. Not only his duty, but his happi- 
ness too: For GoD, &c. ver. 14,’ — See ‘Sherlock on Providence,,’ 
p. 299. 

“The New Testament tells us, indeed, and most truly, that 
‘ sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof ; ' and, therefore, wisely 
forbids us to increase our burden by forebodings of sorrows ; but I 
think it no where says that even our ordinary afflictions are not con- 
sistent with a very considerable degree of positive comfort and satis- 
faction. And, accordingly, one whose sufferings as well as merits 
were conspicuous assures us that in proportion ‘ as the sufferings 
of Christ abounded in them, so their consolation also abounded by 
Christ.’ 2. Cor. i. 5. It is needless to cite, as indeed it would be 
endless even to refer to, the multitude of passages in both Testa- 
ments holding out, in the strongest language, promises of blessings, 
even in this world, to the faithful servants of God. I will only refer 
to St. Luke xviii, 29, 30, and i Tim. iv. 8. 

“ Upon the whole, setting aside instances of great and lasting 
bodily pain, of minds peculiarly oppressed by melancholy, and of 
severe temporal calamities, from which extraordinary cases we surely 
should not form our estimate of the general tenour and complexion 
of life ; excluding these from the account, I am convinced that as 
well the gracious constitution of things which Providence has 
ordained, as the declarations of Scripture and the actual experience 
of individuals, authorize the sincere Christian to hope that his humble 
and constant endeavours to perform his duty, chequered as the best 
life is with many failings, will be crowned with a greater degree of 
present peace, serenity, and comfort, than he could reasonably 
permit himself to expect, if he measured his views and judged of 
life from the opinion of Dr. Johnson, often and energetically ex- 
pressed in the Memoirs of him, without any animadversion or 
censure by his ingenious Biographer. If he himself, upon reviewing 
the subject, shall see the matter in this light, he will, in an octavo 
edition, which is eagerly expected, make such additional remarks or 
corrections as he shall judge fit ; lest the impressions which these 
discouraging passages may leave on the reader’s mind should in 
any degree hinder what otherwise the whole spirit and energy of 
the work tends, and, I hope, successfully, to promote,— pure 
morality and true religion. ” 

Though I have, in some degree, obviated any reflections against 
my illustrious friend’s dark views of life,, when considering, in the 
course of this Work, his “ Rambler ” and his “ Rasselas,” I am 
obliged to Mr. Churton for complying with my request of liis 

\7r\T TT 
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would never hesitate to accept of a repetition of it. I 
have met with very few who would. I have heard 
Mr. Burke make use of a very ingenious and plausible 
argument on this subject; “Every man (said he,) 
would lead his life over again ; for every man is will- 
ing to go on and take an addition to his life, which, 
as he grows older, he has no reason to think will be 
better, or even so good, as what has pi’eceded.” I 
imagine, however, the truth is that there is a deceitful 
hope that the next part of life will be free from the 
pains, and anxieties, and sorrows which we have 
already felt. We are for wise purposes “ Condemn’d 
to Hope’s delusive mine,” as Johnson finely says ; 
and I may also quote the celebrated lines of Dry den, 
equally philosophical and poetical ; 

“ When I consider life, ’tis all a cheat, 

Yet fool’d with hope, men favour the deceit; 

Trust on, and think to-morrow will repay ; 

To-morrow’s falser than the former day ; 

permission to insert his Remarks, being conscious of the weight of 
what he judiciously suggests as to the melancholy in my own con- 
stitution. His more pleasing views of life, I hope, are just. Vakani, 
quantmn valere pos stmt. 

Mr. Churton concludes his letter to me in these words : “ Once, 
and only once, I had the satisfaction of seeing your Illustrious 
friend ; and as J feel a particular regard for all whom he dis- 
tinguished with his esteem and friendship, so I derive much pleasure 
from reflecting that I once beheld, though but transiently near our 
College-gate, one whose works will for ever delight and improve the 
world, who was a sincere and zealous son of the Church of England, 
an honour to his country, and an ornament to human nature.” 

His letter was accompanied with a present from himself of his 
'‘Sermons at the Bampton Lecture,” and from his friend, Dr. 
Townson, the venerable Rector of Malpas in Cheshire, of his “ Dis- 
courses on the Gospels,” together with the following extract of a 
letter from that excellent person, who is now gone to receive the 
reward of his labours ; “ Mr. Boswell is not only very entertaining 
in his works, but they are so replete with moral and religious sentf- 
ments, without an instance, as far as I know, of a contrary tendency, 
that I cannot help having , a great esteem for him ; and, if you think 
such a trifle as a copy of the Discourses, ex dono aut/ioris, would be 
acceptable to him, I should be happy to give him this small testi- 
mony of my regard. ” 

Such spontaneous testimonies of approbation from such men, 

, without any personal acquaintance with me, are truly valuable and 
cenoouraging, , , . 
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Lies worse ; and while it says we shall be blest 

With some new off what we possest. 

Strange cozenage I none would live past ye^trs 
again ; 

Yet all hope pleasure in what yet remain; 

And from the dregs of life think to receive, 

What the first sprightly running could not give.” ^ 

It was observed to Dr. Johnson that it seemed 
strange that he, who has so often delighted his com- 
pany by his lively and brilliant conversation, should 
say he was miserable. Johnson. ^‘Alas ! it is all 
outside ; I may be cracking my joke, and cursing the 
sun. Stmj kow J hate thy beams / ” I knew not well 
what to think of this declaration ; %vhether to hold it 
as a genuine picture of his mind,^ or as the effect of 
his persuading himself, contrary to fact, that the posi- 
tion which he had assumed as to human unhappiness 
was true. We may apply to him a sentence in Mr. 
Greville’s “Maxims, Characters, and Reflections ; 
a book which is entitled to much more praise than it 
has received : “ Aristarchus is charming : how full 
of knowledge, of sense, of sentiment. You get him 
with difficulty to your supper; and, after having de- 
lighted every body and himself for a few hours, he is 
obliged to return home :~he is finishing his treatise 
to prove that unhappiness is the portion of man,” 

On Sunday, June 13, our philosopher was calm at 
breakfast. There was something exceedingly pleasing 
in our leading a College life, without restraint, and 
wdth superiour elegance, in consequence of our living in 
the Master’s House, and having the company of ladies. 
Mrs. Kennicot related, in his presence, a lively saying 
of Dr. Johnson’s to Miss Hannah More, who had 
expressed a wonder that the poet who had written 
Paradise Lost ” should write such poor Sonnets : — 

^ Aurengzebe, Act'iv. sc. I. 

2 Yet there is no doubt that a man may appear very gay in 
company who is sad at heart. His merriment , is like the sound of 
drums and trumpets in a battle to drown, the groans of the wounded 
and dying. 

Pageu39.' ^ . .. 
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^ Milton, Madam, was. a genius that could cut a 

Colossus from a rock, but could not carve heads upon 
cherry-stones.’^ 

We talked of the casuistical question, “ Whether it 
was allowable at any time to depart from Truth ? 
Johnson. “The general rule is that Trath should 
never be violated, because it is of the utmost import- 
ance to the comfort of life that we should have a full 
security by mutual faith; and occasional inconve- 
niences should be willingly suiFered that we may pre- 
serve it. There must, however, be some exceptions. 
If, for instance, a murderer should ask you which way 
a man is gone, you may tell him what is not true, 

I because you are under a previous obligation not to 

!j betray a man to a murderer.” Boswell. “Supposing 

the person YfxotQ ftmius were asked whether he 
I was the aiithour, might he deny it?” Johnson. “I 

don’t know what to say to this. If you were sure that 
he wrote Junius ^ would you, if he denied it, think as 
j well of him afterwards? Yet it may be urged that 

I what a man has no right to ask you may refuse to 

communicate ; and there is no other effectual mode 
of preserving a secret and an important secret, the 
I discovery of w^hich may be very hurtful to you, but a 

I flat denial ; for if you are silent, or hesitate, or evade, 

j it will be held equivalent to a confession. But stay, 

I Sir, here is another case. Supposing the authour had 

? told me confidentially that he had written Jtmius^ and 

I were asked if he had, I should hold myself at liberty 
to deny it, as being under a previous promise, express 
or implied, to conceal it. Now what I ought to do for 
the authour may I not do for myself? But I deny 
the lawfulness of telling a lie to a sick man for fear of 
, alarming him. You have no business with conse- 

quences ; you are to tell the truth. Besides, you are 
not sure what effect your telling him that he is in 
danger may have. It may bring his distemper to a 
crisis, and that may cure him. Of all lying I have 
the greatest abhorrence of this, because I believe it has 
been frequently practised on myself.” 

I cannot help thinking that there is much weight in 
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the opinion of those who have held that truth, as an 
eternal and immutable principle, ought upon no ac- 
count whatever to be violated, from supposed previous 
or superiour obligations, of 'which every man being to 
judge for himself, there is great danger that we too 
often, from partial motives, persuade ourselves that 
they exist p and probably, whatever extraordinary in- 
stances may sometimes occur where some evil may be 
prevented by violating this noble principle, it would 
be found that human happiness would, upon the whole, 
be more perfect were Truth universally preserved. 

In the notes to the Dunciad” we find the follow- 
ing verses addressed to Pope : ^ 

While malice, Pope, denies thy page 
Its own celestial fire ; 

While criticks, and while bards in rage, 
Admiring, won’t admire : 

While wayward pens thy worth assail, 

And envious tongues decry ; 

These times, though many a friend bewail, 

These times bewail not I. 

But when the world’s loud praise is thine, 

And spleen no more shall blame : 

When with thy Homer thou shalt shine 
In one establish’d fame 1 

When none shall rail, and every lay 
Devote a wreath to thee ; 

That day, (for come it will) that day 
Shall I lament to see.” 

It is surely not a little remarkable that they should 
appear without a name. Miss Seward, knowing Dr. 
Johnson’s almost universal and minute literary inform- 
ation, signified a desire that I should ask him who 
was the authour. He was prompt with his answer : — 
Why, Sir, they were written by one Lewis, who was 

^ The annotator calls them “ amiable verses.” 
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either under-master or an usher of Westminster-school, 
and published a Miscellany, in which Grongar Hid 
first came out.” J Johnson praised them highly, and 
repeated them with a noble animation. In the twelfth 
line, instead of “ one establish’d fame,” he repeated 
“ one unclouded flame,” which he thought was the 
reading in former editions : but I believe was a flash 
of his own genius. It is much more poetical than the 
other. 

On Monday, June 14, and Tuesday, 15, Dr. John- 
son and I dined, on one of them, I forget which, with 

^ [Lewis's Verses addressed to Pope, (as Mr. Bindley suggests to 
me,) were first published in a collection of Pieces in verse and prose 
on occasion of “the Dunciad,” 8vo. 1732. They are there called 
an Epigram. — “ Grongar Hill," the same gentleman observes, was 
first printed in Savage's Miscellanies, as an Ode, (it is singular that 
Johnson should not have recollected this,) and W'as rep?'inied in the 
’same year, (1726,) in Lewis's Miscellany, in the form it now bears. 

In that Miscellany, (as the Reverend Mr. Blakeway observes to 
me,) “the beautiful poem, ‘Away, let nought to love displeasing,' 
&c. (reprinted in Percy’s Reltques, vol. i. b, iii. No. 14,) first 
appeared." It is there’ said to be a translation from the ancient 
British. 

Lewis was authour of “ Philip of Macedon," a tragedy, published 
in 1727, and dedicated to Pope ; and in 1730 he published a second 
volume of miscellaneous poems. 

As Dr. Johnson settled in London not long after the Verses 
addressed to Pope first appeared, he probably then obtained some 
information concerning their authour, David Lewis, whom he has 
described as an Usher of Westminster-school : yet the Dean of 
Westminster, who has been pleased at my request to make some 
enquiry on this subject, has not found any vestige of his having ever 
been employed in this situation.— A late writer (“Environs of 
London,” iv. 171,) supposed that the follow'ing .inscription in the 
church-yard of the church of Low Leyton in Essex w'as intended to 
commemorate this poet : 

“Sacred to the memory of David Lewis, Esq., who died the Sth 
Day of April, 1760, aged 77 years ; a great favourite of the Muses, 
as his many excellent pieces in poetry sufficiently testify. 

‘ Inspired verse may on this marble live, 

But can no honour to thy ashes give.’ 

. , . . Also Mary, the wife of the above-named David Lewis, 

fourth daughter: of Newdigate Owsley, Esq., who departed this life 
the loth of October, 1774, aged 90 years.” 

But it appears to me improbable that this monument wns erected 
for the authour of the Verses to Pope, and of the Tragedy already 
rneritioned ; the language both of the dedication prefixed to that 
piece, and of the dedication Addressed to the Earl of Shaftesbury, 
and prefixed to the Miscellanies, 1730, denoting a person who 
moved in a lower sphere than this Essex 'Squire seems to have 
done. — M.] " ev 
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Mr. Mickle, translator of the “ Lusiad/’ at Wheatley, 
a very pretty country place a few miles from Oxford ; 
and on the other with Dr. Wetherell, Master of Uni- 
versity-College. From Dr. WetherelFs he went to visit 
Mr. Sackville Parker, the bookseller ; and when he 
returned to us gave the follownng account of his visit, 
saying, “ I have been to see my old friend, Sack. 
Parker ; I find he has married his maid ; he has done 
right. She had lived with him many years in great 
confidence, and they had mingled minds; I do not 
think he could have found any ^Yife that would have 
made him so happy. The w^oman was very attentive 
and civil to me ; she pressed me to fix a day for dining 
with them, and to say what I liked, and she would be 
sure to get it for me. Poor Sack, ! He is very ill 
indeed.^ We parted as never to meet again. It has 
quite broke me dowm.” This pathetick narrative was 
strangely diversified with the grave and earnest defence 
of a man’s having married his maid. I could not but 
feel it as in some degree ludicrous. 

In the morning of Tuesday, June 15, while we sat at 
Dr. Adams’s, we talked of a printed letter from the 
Reverend Herbert Croft to a young gentleman who had 
been his pupil, in which he advised him to read to 
the end of whatever books he should begin to read. 
Johnson. ‘‘This is surely a strange advice ; you may 
as well resolve that whatever men you happen to get 
acquainted with you are to keep to them for life. A 
book may be good for nothing ; or there may be only 
one thing in it worth knowing; are we to read it all 
through? These Voyages, (pointing to the three large 
volumes of ‘Voyages to the South Sea,’ 'which were 
just come out) who read them through ? A man 
had better work his way before the mast than read 
them through ; they wall be eaten by rats and mice 
before they are read through. There can be little 
entertainment in such books ; one set of Savages is 
like another.” Boswell. “I do not think the people 
of Otaheite can be reckoned Savages.’^ Johnson. 
“ Don’t cant in defence of Savages.” Boswell. 

p He died at Oxford ln his 89th year, Dec. 10, 1796. —M.] 
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They have the art of navigation.'^ Johnson. “A 
dog or a cat can swim.” Boswell. “ They carve 
very ingeniously.” Johnson. “ A cat can scratch, 
and a child with a nail can scratch.” I perceived this 
was none of the mo Ilia tetnpora fandi; so desisted. 

Upon his mentioning that when he came to College 
he wrote his first exercise twice over, but never did so 
afterwards : Miss Adams. “ I suppose, Sir, you could 
not make them better?” Johnson. “Yes, Madam, 
to be sure I could make them better. Thought is 
better than no thought.” Miss Adams. “ Do you 
think, Sir, you could make your Ramblers better ? ” 
Johnson. “Certainly I could.” Boswell. “Til lay 
a bet, Sir, you cannot.” Johnson. “But I will, Sir, 
if I choose. I shall make the best of them you shall 
pick out better.” Boswell. “ But you may add to 
them. I will not allow of that.” Johnson. “Nay, 
Sir, there are three ways of making them better ; — 
putting out, — -adding, — or correcting.” 

During our visit at Oxford the following conver- 
sation passed between him and me on the subject of 
my trying my fortune at the English bar. Having 
asked whether a very extensive acquaintance in 
London, which was very valuable, and of great ad- 
vantage to a man at large, might not be prejudicial 
to a lawyer, by preventing him from giving sufficient 
attention to his business? — Johnson. “Sir, you will 
attend to business as business lays hold of you. 
When not actually employed, you may see your 
friends as much as you do now. You may dine at a 
Club every day, and sup with one of the members 
every night ; and you may be as much at publick 
places as one who has seen them all would wish to 
be. But you must take care to attend constantly 
in Westminster Hall ; both to mind your business, 
as it is almost all learnt there, (for nobody reads 
now,) and to shew that you want to have business. 
And you must not be too often seen at publick places, 
that competitors may not have it to say, VHe is 
always at the Playhouse or at Ranelagh, and never to 
be found at his chambers/ And, Sir, there must be a 
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kind of solemnity in the manner of a professional 
man. I have nothing particular to say to you on the 
subject. Ail this I should say to any one; I should 
have said it to Lord Thurlow twenty years ago.’^ 

The Profession may probably think this represent- 
ation of what is required in a Barrister who would 
hope for success to be much too indulgent ; but certain 
it is that as 

The wits of Charles found easier ways to fame,’^ 

some of the lawyers of this age who have risen high 
have by no means thought it absolutely necessary to 
submit to that long and painful course of study which 
a Plowden, a Coke, and a Hale considered as requi- 
site. My respected friend, Mr. Langton, has shewn 
me in the hand-writing of his grandfather a curious 
account of a conversation which he had with Lord 
Chief Justice Hale, in which that great man tells him : 
“ That for two years after he came to the inn of court 
he studied sixteen hours a day ; however, (his Lord- 
ship added,) that by this intense application he almost 
brought himself to his grave, though he Avere of a very 
strong constitution, and after reduced himself to eight 
hours ; but that he would not advise any body to so 
much; that he thought six hours a day, with attention 
and constancy, was sufficient ; that a man must use 
his body as he would his horse and his stomach ; not 
tire him at once, but rise with an appetite.” 

On Wednesday, June 16, Dr. Johnson and I returned 
to London; he was not well to-day, and said very 
little, employing himself chiefly in reading Euripides. 
He expressed some displeasure at me for not observing 
sufficiently the various objects upon the road. ‘‘ If 
I had your eyes. Sir, (said he,) I should count the 
passengers.” It was wonderful how accurate his obser- 
vations of visual objects was, notwithstanding his im- 
perfect eyesight, owing to a habit of attention. — That 
he was much satisfied with the respect paid to him at 
Dr. Adams’s is thus attested by himself : “ I returned 
last night from Oxford, after a fortnight’s abode with 
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Dr. Adams, who treated me as well as I could expect 
or wish ; and he, that contents a sick man, a man 
whom it is impossible to please, has surely done his 
part well.’’ ^ 

After his return to London from this excursion I 
saw him frequently, but have few memorandums ; I 
shall therefore here insert some particulars which 
I collected at various times. 

The Reverend Mr. Astle, of Ashbourne, in Derby- 
shire, brother to the learned and ingenious Thomas 
Astle, Esq., was from his early years known to Dr. 
Johnson, who obligingly advised him as to his studies, 
and recommended to him the following books, of 
which a list which he has been pleased to communi- 
cate lies before me, in Johnson’s own handwriting : — 
Universal History {ancmit) — Rollhis Ancient History, 
—Puffendorf s Introducimi to History » — Vertofs .His- 
tory of Knights of Malta , — Vertofs Revolution of Por- 
tugal , — Vertofs Rezwlntion ofSzmden, — Carte's History 
of England,— Present State of England, — Geographical 
Grammar, — Prideaux's Connectmi, — Nelson's Feasts 
and Fasts. — Puty of Man. — Gentleman's Religion , — 
Clarendon's History.— Watts' s Tmproveznent of the Mind, 

■ — Watts's Logick,' — Nahire Displayed. — Lowth's Eng- 
lish Grammar, — Blackwell on the C las sicks, —Sher- 
lock' s Sermons, — Burnefs Life of Hale , — Dupin' s 
History of the Church. — Shuckford's Connectiofis , — 
Law's Serious Call.— Walton's Complete A ngler . — ■ 
Sandy s' s Travels.— Sprafs History of the Royal Society . 
—England' s Gazetteer. — Goldsmith's Roman History, 
—Some Commentaries on the Bible, 

It having been mentioned to Dr. Johnson that a 
gentleman who had a son whom he imagined to have 
an extreme degree of timidity, resolved to send him 
to a publick school that he might acquire coniidence : 
—“ Sir, (said Johnson,) this is a preposterous expe- 
dient for removing his infirmity ; such a disposition 
should be cultivated ; in the shade. Placing him at a 
publick school is forcing an owl upon day.” 

Speaking of a gentleman whose house was much 
^ ‘ ‘ Letters to Mrs; Thrale, ” yol, ii. p. 372. 
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frequented by low company; “Rags, Sir, (said he,) 
will always make their appearance where they have a 
right to do it” 

Of the same gentleman’s mode of living he said, 
“ Sir, the servants, instead of doing what they are bid, 
stand round the table in idle clusters, gaping upon the 
guests ; and seem as unfit to attend a company as to 
steer a man of war.” 

A dull country magistrate gave Johnson a long, 
tedious account of his exercising his criminal jurisdic- 
tion, the result of which was his having sentenced four 
convicts to transportation. Johnson, in an agony of 
impatience to get rid of such a companion, exclaimed, 
“ I heartily wish, Sir, that I were a fifth.” 

Johnson \vas present when a tragedy was read, in 
which there occurred this line : 

“ Who rules o’er freemen should himself be free.” 

The company having admired it much, “I cannot 
agree with you (said Johnson.) It might as well be 
said, 

‘ Who drives fat oxen should himself be fat.’” 

He w^as pleased with the kindness of Mr. Cator, 
who was joined with him in Mr. Thrale’s important 
trust, and thus describes him;:! “There is much good 
in his character, and much usefulness in his know- 
ledge.” He found a cordial solace at that gentleman’s 
seat at Beckenham, in Kent, which is indeed one of 
the finest places at which I ever was a guest ; and 
where I find more and more a hospitable welcome. 

Johnson seldom encouraged general censure of any 
profession^ but he was willing to allow a due share of 
merit to the various departments necessary in civilised 
life. In a splenetick, sarcastical, or jocular frame of 
niind, however, he would sometimes utter a pointed 
saying of that nature. One instance has been men- 
tioned,^ where he gave a sudden satirical stroke to the 

“ Letters to Mrs, Thrale/' vol. ii. p. 284. 

2 See vol i. p. 486. 
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character of an attorney. The too indiscriminate ad- 
mission to that employment, which requires both 
abilities and integrity, has given rise to injurious re- 
flections, which are totally inapplicable to many very 
respectable men who exercise it with reputation and 
honour. 

Johnson having argued for some time with a per- 
tinacious gentleman; his opponent, who had talked in 
a very puzzling manner, happened to say, ‘M don’t 
understand you, Sir;” upon which Johnson observed, 
‘‘Sir, I have found you an argument; but I am not 
obliged to find you an understanding.” 

Talking to me of Horry Walpole, (as Horace, now 
Earl of Orford, was often called,) Johnson allowed 
that he got together a great many curious little things, 
and told them in an elegant manner. Mr. Walpole 
thought Johnson a more amiable character after read- 
ing his Letters to Mrs. Thrale : but never was one of the 
true admirers of that great man.^ We may suppose 
a prejudice conceived, if he ever heard Johnson’s ac- 
count to Sir George Staunton, that when he made the 
speeches in parliament for the Gentleman’s Magazine, 

“ he always took care to put Sir Robert Walpole in the 
wrong, and to say every thing he could against the 
electorate of Hanover.” The celebrated Heroick 
Epistle, in which Johnson is satirically introduced, has 
been ascribed both to Mr. Walpole and Mr. Mason. 
One day at Mr. Courtenay’s, when a gentleman ex- 
pressed his opinion that there was more energy in that 
poem than could be expected from Mr. Walpole ; 
Mr. Warton, the late Laureate, observed, “It may 
have been written by Walpole, and hickram'd by 
Mason.” 2 

He disapproved of Lord Hailes for having modern- 
ised the language of the ever-memorable John Hales 
of Eton, in an edition which his Lordship published 
of that writer’s works. “An authour’s language, Sir, 

^ [In bis Posthumous Works he has spoken of Johnson in the 
most contemptuous manner ! — M,] 

2 [It is now (1804) that the "Heroick Epistle” was 

written by Mason,- — M,] 
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(said he,) is a characteristical part of his composition, 
and is also, characteristical of the age in which he 
writes. Besides, Sir, when the language is changed 
we are not sure that the sense is the same. No, Sir: 
I am sorry Lord Hailes has done this.^’ 

Here it may be observed that his frequent use of 
the expression, JVo, Siry was not always to intimate 
contradiction ; for he would say so when he was 
about to enforce an affirmative proposition which had 
not been denied, as in the instance last mentioned. I 
used to consider it as a kind of fag of defiance : as if 
he had said, “ Any argument you may offer against 
this is not just. No, Sir, it is not.” It was like 
Falstaff's I deny your Major.” 

Sir Joshua Reynolds having said that he took the 
altitude of a man’s taste by his stories and his wit, 
and of his understanding by the remarks ■which he 
repeated; being always sure that he must be a weak 
man who quotes common things with an emphasis as 
if they were oracles; — Johnson agreed with him; 
and Sir Joshua having also observed that the real 
character of a man was found out by his amusements, 
— Johnson added, ‘‘Yes, Sir; no man is a hypocrite 
in his pleasures.” 

I have mentioned Johnson’s general aversion to a 
pun. He once, however, endured one of mine. When 
we were talking of a numerous company in which he 
had distinguished himself highly, I said, “Sir, you 
were a God surrounded by smelts. Is not this enough 
for you? at a time too when you were not Jis/imjf for 
a compliment ? ” He laughed at this with a com- 
placent approbation. Old Mr. Sheridan observed, 
upon my mentioning it to him, “ He liked your com- 
pliment so well he was willing to take it with 
saucer For my own part I think no innocent species 
of wit or pleasantry should be suppressed : and that 
a good pun may be admitted among the smaller ex- 
cellences of lively conversation. 

Had J ohnson treated at large De Claris Oratorihus 
he might have given us an admirable work. When the 
Duke of Bedford attacked the ministry as vehemently 
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as he could for having taken upon them to extend the 
time for the importation of corn. Lord Chatham, in 
his first speech in the House of Lords, boldly avowed 
himself to be an adviser of that measure. My 
colleagues, (said he,) as I was confined by indisposi- 
tion, did me the signal honour of coming to the bed- 
side of a sick man to ask his opinion. But had they 
not thus condescended I should taken up my bed 
and walked in order to have delivered that opinion at 
the Council-Board.” Mr. Langton, who was present, 
mentioned this to Johnson, who observed, “ Now, Sir, 
we see that he took these words as he found them ; 
without considering that, though the expression in 
Scripture, take up thy bed ajid walk^ strictly suited the 
instance of the sick man restored to health and 
strength, who would of course be supposed to carry 
his bed with him, it could not be proper in the case of 
a man who was lying in a state of feebleness, and who 
certainly would not add to the difficulty of moving at 
all that of carrying his bed.” 

When I pointed out to him in the new^’S-paper one 
of Mr. Gi'attan’s animated and glowing speeches m 
favour of the freedom of Ireland, in which this expres- 
sion occurred (I know not if accurately taken) : “ We 
will persevere till there is not one link of the English 
chain left to clank upon the rags of the meanest beggar 
in Ireland : ” — Nay, Sir, (said Johnson,) don’t you 
perceive that one link cannot clank ? ” 

Mrs. Thrale has published,^ as Johnson’s, a kind of 
parody or counterpart of a fine poetical passage in one 
of Mr. Burke’s speeches on American Taxation. It is 
vigorously but somewhat coarsely executed ; and I am 
inclihed to suppose is not quite correctly exhibited. 

I hope he did not use the words vile age^its ’’ for the 
Americans in the House of Parliament; and if he did 
so, in an extempore effusion, I -wish the lady had not 
committed it to writing. 

Mr. Burke uniformly shewed Johnson the greatest 
respect; and when Mr. Townshend, now Lord Sydney, 
at a period when he was conspicuous in opposition, 

^ “ Anecdotes,” p. 43. 
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threw out some reflection in parliament upon the grant 
of a pension to a man of such political principles as 
Johnson ; Mr. Burke, though then of the same party 
with Mr. Townshend, stood warmly forth in defence 
of his friend, to whom, be justly observed, the pension 
was granted solely on account of his eminent literary 
merit. I am well assured that Mr. Townshend’s attack 
upon Johnson was the occasion of his hitching in a 
rhyme;” for that in the original copy of Goldsmith's 
character of Mr. Burke, in his “ Retaliation,” another 
person’s name stood in the couplet where Mr. Towns- 
hend is now introduced : 

“Though fraught with all learning kept straining his 
throat, 

To persuade Tommy Townshend to lend him a vote.” 

It may be worth remarking, among the 7ninuilcB of 
my collection, that Johnson was once drawn to serve 
in the militia, the Trained Bands of the City of 
London, and that Mr. Rackstrow, of the Museum in 
Fleet-street, was his Colonel. It may be believed he 
did not serve in person ; but the idea, with all its 
circumstances, is certainly laughable. Fie upon that 
occasion provided himself with a musket, and with 
a sword and belt, which I have seen hanging in his 
closet. 

He was very constant to those whom he once 
employed, if they gave him no reason to be displeased. 
When somebody talked of being imposed on in the 
purchase of tea and sugar, and such articles : “ That 
will not be the case, (said he,) if you go to a stately 
sKopy d.% I always do. In such a shop it is not worth 
their while to take a petty advantage.” 

An authoiir of most anxiouS' and restless vanity 
being mentioned, “Sir, (said he,) there is not a young 
sapling upon Parnassus more severely blown about by 
every wind of criticism than that poor fellow,” 

The difference, he observed, between a well-bred 
and an ill-bred man is this: “One immediately 
attracts your liking, the other your aversion. You 
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love the one till you find reason to hate him ; you hate 
the other till you find reason to love him,’' 

The wife of one of his acquaintance had fraudu- 
lently made a purse for herself out of her husband’s 
fortune. Feeling a proper compunction in her last 
moments, she confessed how much she had secreted; 
but before she could tell where it was placed she was 
seized with a convulsive fit and expired. Her husband 
said he was more hurt by her want of confidence in 
him than by the loss of his money. I told him, 
(said Johnson,) that he should console himself : for 
perhaps the money might be fotmd^ and he was sure 
that his wife was goner 

A foppish physician once reminded Johnson of his 
having been in company with him on a former occa- 
sion : “ I do not remember it, Sir.” The physician 
still insisted ; adding that he that day wore so fine a 
coat that it must have attracted his notice. “ Sir, 
(said Johnson,) had you been dipt in Pactolus I should 
not have noticed you.” 

He seemed to take a pleasure in speaking in his 
own style; for when he had carelessly missed it he 
would repeat the thought translated into it. Talking 
of the Comedy of ‘‘The Rehearsal,” he said, “It has 
not wit enough to keep it sweet.” This was easy ; — 
he therefore caught himself, and pronounced a more 
round sentence ; “ It has not vitality enough to pre- 
serve it from putrefaction.” 

He censured a writer of entertaining Travels for 
assuming a feigned character, saying, (in his sense of 
the word,) “ He carries out one lie ; we know not how 
many he brings back.” At another time, talking of 
the same person, he observed, “Sir, your assent to a 
man whom you have never known to falsify is a debt : 
but after you have known a man to falsify your assent 
to him then is a favour.” 

Though he had no taste for painting, he admired 
much the manner in which Sir Joshua Reynolds treated 
of his art in his “ Discourses to the Royal Academy.” 
He observed one day of a passage in them, “ I think 
i l might as well have said this myself : ” and once, when 
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Mr. Langton was sitting by him, he read one of them 
very eagerly, and expressed himself thus : “ Very well, 
Master Reynolds ; very well, indeed. But it will not 
be understood.” 

When I observed to him that Painting was so far 
inferiour to Poetry that the story or even emblem 
which it communicates must be previously known, and 
mentioned as a natural and laughable instance of this 
that a little Miss on seeing a picture of Justice with 
the scales had exclaimed to me, “See, there’s a 
woman selling sweetmeats;” he said, “Painting, Sir, 
can illustrate, but cannot inform.” 

No man w’-as more ready to make an apology when 
he had censured unjustly than Johnson. When a 
proof-sheet of one of his works was brought to him, 
he found fault with the mode in which a part of it was 
arranged, refused to read it, and in a passion desired 
that the compositor ^ might be sent to him. The 
compositor was Mr. Manning, a decent sensible man, 
who had composed about one half of his “ Dictionary,” 
when in Mr. Strahan’s printing-house ; and a great part 
of his “ Lives of the Poets,” when in that of Mr. 
Nichols; and who, (in his seventy-seventh year) when 
in Mr, Baldwin's printing-house, composed a part of 
the first edition of this work concerning him. By 
producing the manuscript, he at once satisfied Dr. 
Johnson that he was not to blame. Upon which 
Johnson candidly and earnestly said to him, “ Mr. 
Compositor, I ask your pardon ; Mr. Compositor, I 
ask your pardon, again and again.” 

His generous humanity to the miserable was almost 
beyond example. The following instance is well 
attested : Coming home late one night, he found a 
poor woman lying in the street, so much exhausted 
that she could not walk ; he took her upon his back, 
and carried her to his house, where he discovered that 
she was one of those wretched females who had fallen 

1 Compositor in the Printing-house means the person who adjusts 
the types in the order in which they are to stand for printing ; and 
arranges what is called form^ from which an impression is 
taken. 
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into the lowest state of vice, poverty, and disease. 
Instead of harshly upbraiding her, he had her taken 
care of with all tenderness for a long time, at a con- 
siderable expence, till she was restored to health, 
and endeavoured to put her into a virtuous way of 
living.^ 

He thought Mr. Caleb Whitefoord singularly happy 
in hitting on the signature of Papyrius Cursor to 
ingenious and diverting cross readings of the news- 
papers ; it being a real name of an ancient Roman, 
and clearly expressive of the thing done in this lively 
conceit. 

He once in his life was known to have uttered what 
is called a hull: Sir Joshua Reynolds, when they were 
riding together in Devonshire, complained that he had 
a very bad horse, for that even when going down hill 
he moved slowly step by step. “ Ay, (said Johnson,) 
and when he goes up hill he stands still.” 

He had a great aversion to gesticulating in company . 
He called once to a gentleman who offended him in 
that point, Don’t attitudinise.” And when another 
gentleman thought he was giving additional force to 
what he uttered, by expressive movements of his 
hands, Johnson fairly seized them, and held them 
down. 

An authour of considerable eminence having en- 
grossed a good share of the conversation in the com- 
pany of Johnson, and having said nothing but what 
was trifling and insignificant; Johnson, when he was 
gone, observed to us, “ It is wonderful what a difference 
there sometimes is between a man’s powers of writing 
and of talking. writes with great spirit, but is 

a poor talker ; had he held his tongue we might have 
supposed him to have been restrained by modesty ; 
but he has spoken a great deal to-day ; and you have 
heard what stuff it was.” 

A gentleman having said that a conge d'elire \i2lB 
not, perhaps, the force of a command, but may be 

1 The circumstance therefore alluded to in Mr. Courtenay’s 
** Poetical Gliaracter " of him is strictly true. My informer was 
Mrs. Desmoulins, who lived many years in Dr. Johnson’s house. 
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considered only as a strong recommendation 
(replied Johnson, who overheard him,) it is such a 
recommendation as if I should throw you out of a 
two pair of stairs window, and recommend to you to 
fall soft.’’/ 

^ Mr. Steevens, who passed many a social hour with 
him during their long acquaintance, which commenced 
when they both lived in the Temple, has preserved a 
good number of particulars concerning him, most of 
which are to be found in the department of Apoph- 
thegms, &c., in the Collection of ‘'Johnson’s Works.’' 
But he has been pleased to favour me with the follow- 
ing, which are original : 

“ One evening, previous to the trial of Baretti, a 
consultation of his friends was held at the house of 
Mr. Cox, the solicitor, in' Southampton-buildings, 
Chancery-lane. Among others present were Mr. 
Burke and Dr. Johnson, who differed in sentiments 
concerning the tendency of some part of the defence 
the prisoner was to make. When the meeting was 
over Mr. Steevens observed that the question between 
him and his friend had been agitated with rather too 
much warmth. ‘It may be so, Sir, (replied the 
Doctor,) for Burke and I should have been of one 
opinion if we had had no audience.’ ” 

“Dr. Johnson once assumed a character in which 
perhaps even Mr. Boswell never saw^ him. His curi- 
osity having been excited by the praises besto\ved on 
the celebrated Torre’s fireworks at Marybone-Gardens, 
he desired Mr. Steevens to accompany him thither. 
The evening had proved showery ; and soon after the 
few people present were assembled pub lick notice was 
given that the conductors to the wheels, suns, stars, 
&G., were so thoroughly water-soaked that it was im- 
possible any part of the exhibition should be made. 

‘ This is a mere excuse, (says the Doctor,) to save their 
crackers for a more profitable company. Let us both 

^ This has been printed in other publications, '-fall to the ground.'' 
But Johnson himself gave me the true expression which he had. used 
as shove ; meaning that the recommendation left as. little choice in 
the one case as the other. ■ ' 
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hold up our sticks, and threaten to break those coloured 
lamps that surround the Orchestra, and we shall soon 
have our wishes gratified. The core of the fire-works 
cannot be injured ; let , the different pieces be touched 
in their respective centres, and they will do their 
offices as well as ever/ — Some young men who over- 
heard him immediately began the violence he had re- 
commended, and an attempt was speedily made to fire 
some of the wheels which appeared to have received 
the smallest damage ; but to little purpose were they 
lighted, for most of them completely failed. — The 
authour of ^ The Rambler,’ however, may be considered 
on this occasion as the ringleader of a successful riot, 
though not as a skilful pyrotechnist.” 

“ It has been supposed that Dr. Johnson, so far as 
fashion was concerned, was careless of his appearance 
in publick. But this is not altogether true, as the 
following slight instance may show : — Goldsmith’s last 
Comedy was to be represented during some court- 
mourning ; and Mr. Steevens appointed to call on 
Dr. Johnson, and carry him to the tavern where he 
was to dine with others of the Poet’s friends. The 
Doctor was ready dressed, but in coloured clothes; yet 
being told that he would find every one else in black, 
received the intelligence with a profusion of thanks, 
hastened to change his attire, all the while repeating 
his gratitude for the information that had saved him 
from an appearance so improper in the front row of a 
front box. ‘ I would not (added be,) for ten pounds, 
have seemed so retrograde to any general observance.’ ” 
He would sometimes found his dislikes on very 
slender circumstances. Happening one day to men- 
tion Mr. Flexman, a Dissenting Minister, with some 
compliment to his exact memory in chronological 
matters ; the Doctor replied, ‘ Let me hear no more 
of him, Sir. That is the fellow who made the Index 
to my Ramblers, and set down the name of Milton 
thus: — Milton, Jir. John.’ ” 

Mr. Steevens adds this testimony : “ It is unfor- 
tunate, however, for Johnson that his particularities 
and frailties can be more distinctly traced than his good 
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and amiable exertions. Could the many bounties he 
studiously concealed, the many acts of humanity he 
performed in private, be displayed with equal circum- 
stantiality, his defects would be so far lost in the blaze 
of his virtues that the latter only would be regarded.” 

Though from my very high admiration of Johnson 
I have wondered that he was not courted by all the 
great and all the eminent persons of his time, it ought 
lairly to be considered that no man of humble birth, 
who lived entirely by literature, in short, no authour by 
profession, ever rose in this country into that personal 
notice which he did. In the course of this work a 
numerous variety of names has been mentioned, to 
which many might be added. I cannot omit Lord 
and Lady Lucan, at whose house he often enjoyed all 
that an elegant table and the best company can con- 
tribute to happiness ; he found hospitality united with 
extraordinary accomplishments, and embellished with 
charms of which no man could be insensible. 

On Tuesday, June 22, 1 dined with him at The 
Literary Club, the last time of his being in that re- 
spectable society. The other members present were 
the Bishop of St. Asaph, Lord Eliot, Lord Palmerston, 
Dr. Fordyce, and Mr. Malone. He looked ill; but 
had such a manly fortitude that he did not trouble the 
company with melancholy complaints. They all 
shewed evident marks of kind concern about him, 
with which he was much pleased, and he exerted him- 
self to be as entertaining as his indisposition allow^ed 
him. 

The anxiety of his friends to preserve so estimable 
a life, as long as human means might be supposed to 
have influence, made them plan for him a retreat from 
the severity of a British winter to the mild climate of 
Italy. This scheme was at last brought to a serious 
resolution at General Paolf s, where I had often talked 
of it. One essential matter, however, I understood 
was necessary to be previously settled, which was 
obtaining such an addition to his income as would be 
sufficient to enable him to defray the expence in a 
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manner becoming the first literary character of a great 
natioiij and, independent of all his other merits, the 
Authoiir of The Dictionary of the English 
Language. The person to whom I above all others 
thought I should apply to negociate this business was 
the Lord Chancellor/ because I knew that he highly 
valued Johnson, and that Johnson highly valued his 
Lordship ; so that it was no degradation of my illus- 
trious friend to solicit for him the favour of such a 
man. I have mentioned what Johnson said of him to 
me when he was at the bar; and after his Lordship 
was advanced to the seals he said of him, ‘‘ I would 
prepare myself for no man in England but Lord Thur- 
^ low. When I am to meet with him I should wish to 

know a day before.” How he would have prepared 
himself I cannot conjecture. Would he have selected 
certain topicks, and considered them in every view, so 
as to be in readiness to argue them at all points ? and 
what may wo suppose those topicks to have been? I 
i once started the curious enquiry to the great man wEo 

I was the subject of this compliment : he smiled, but 

! did not pursue it. 

I first consulted with Sir Joshua Reynolds, wLo 
■ perfectly coincided in opinion with me ; and I there- 

! fore, though personally very little known to his Lord- 

J ship, wrote to him,^ stating the case, and requesting 

I his good offices for Dr. Johnson. I mentioned that 

I was obliged to set out for Scotland early in the 
following week, so that if bis Lordship should have 
1 any commands for me as to this pious negociation, 

I he would be pleased to send them before that time ; 

otherwise Sir Joshua Reynolds wnuld give ail attention 
to it., , . . 

This application was made not only without any 
suggestion on the part of Johnson himself, but was 

1 [Edward Lord Thurlow, who was divested of the great seal a 

second time in 1793, Sept. 12, 1806, in the seventy-first 

year of his age.— M.] 

2 It is strange that Sir John Hawkins should have related that 
the application was made by Sir Joshua Reynolds, when he could so 
easily have been informed of the truth by enquiring of Sir Joshua. 
Sir John’s carelessness to ascertain facts is very remarkable. 
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utterly unknown to hiiiij nor had he the smallest 
suspicion of it. Any insinuations, therefore, which 
since his death have been thrown out, as if he had 
stooped to ask what was superfluous, are without any 
foundation. But, had he asked it, it w^ould not have 
been superfluous ; for though the money he had saved 
proved to be more than his friends imagined, or than 
I believe he himself, in his carelessness concerning 
worldly matters, knew it to be, had he travelled upon 
the Continent an augmentation of his income 'would 
by no means have been unnecessary. 

Gn Wednesday, June 23 , 1 visited him in the morn- 
ing, after having been present at the shocking sight of 
fifteen men executed before Newgate. I said to him 
I was sure that human life was not machinery, that is 
to say, a chain of fatality planned and directed by the 
Supreme Being, as it had in it so much wickedness 
and misery, so many instances of both, as that by 
w^hich my mind 'was now clouded. 

Were it machinery, it would be better than it is in 
these respects, though less noble, as not being a system 
of moral government. He agreed 'with me nows as 
he always did, upon the great question of the liberty 
of the human will, which has been in all ages per- 
plexed with so much sophistry : “ But, Sir, as to the 
doctrine of Necessity, no man believes it. If a man 
should give me arguments that I do not see, though 
I could not answ^er them, should I believe that I do 
not see?” It will be observed that Johnson at all 
times made the just distinction between doctrines 
contrary to reason and doctrines above reason. 

Talking of the religious discipline proper for un- 
happy convicts, he said, “Sir, one of our regular 
clergy will probably not impress their minds suffi- 
ciently: they should be attended by a Methodist 
preacher,^ or a Popish priest.” Let me how^ever 
observe, in justice to the Reverend Mr. Vilette, who 
has been Ordinary of Newgate for no less than 

1 A friend of mine happened to be passing by a field congregation 
ill the environs of London when a Methodist preacher quoted this 
passage with triumph. 
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eighteen years, in the course of which he has attended 
many hundreds of wretched criminals, that his earnest 
and humane exhortations have been very effectual. 
His extraordinary diligence is highly praise-worthy, 
and merits a distinguished reward.^ 

On Thursday, June 24, I dined with him at Mr. 
Dilly’s, where were the Rev. Mr. (now Dr.) Knox, 
master of Tunbridge-school, Mr. Smith, Vicar of 
Southill, Dr. Beattie, Mr. Pinkerton, authour of 
various literary performances, and the Rev. Dr. 
Mayo. At my desire old Mr. Sheridan was invited, 
as I was earnest to have Johnson and him brought 
together again by chance, that a reconciliation might 
be effected. Mr. Sheridan happened to come early, 
and, having learnt that Dr. Johnson was to be there, 
went away ; so I found, with sincere regret, that my 
friendly intentions were hopeless. I recollect nothing 
that passed this day except Johnson’s quickness, who, 
when Dr. Beattie observed, as something remarkable 
which had happened to him, that he had chanced to 
see both No. i and No. 1000 of the hackney-coaches, 
the first and the last; “Why, Sir, (said Johnson,) 
there is an equal chance for one’s seeing those two 
numbers as. any other two.” He was clearly right; 
yet the seeing of the two extremes, each of which is 
in some degree more conspicuous than the rest, could 
not but strike one in a stronger manner than the sight 
of any other two numbers. — Though I have neglected 
to preserve his conversation, it was perhaps at this 
interview that Dr. Knox formed the notion of it 
which he has exhibited in his “ Winter Evenings.” 

On Friday, June 25, I dined with him at General 
Paoli’s, where, he says in one of his letters to Mrs. 
Thrale, “ I love to dine.” There was a variety of 
dishes much to his taste, of all which he seemed to 
me to eat so much that I was afraid he might be hurt 
by it ; and I whispered to the General my fear, and 

^ 1 I pust that The City of London, now happily in unison with 
The Court, will have the justice and generosity to obtain pxrefer- 
ment for this Reverend Cientleraan, now a worthy old servant of 
that niagnihcent Corporation. 
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begged he might not press him. “Alas! (said the 
General,) see how very ill he looks; he can live but 
a very short time. Would you refuse any slight 
gratifications to a man under sentence of death? 
•There is a humane custom in Italy by which persons 
in that melancholy situation are indulged with having 
whatever they like best to eat and drink, even with 
expensive delicacies.” 

I shewed him some verses on Lichfield by Miss 
Seward, which I had that day received from her, and 
had the pleasure to hear him approve of them. He 
confirmed to me the truth of a high compliment which 
I had been told he had paid to that lady when she 
mentioned to him “ The Colombiade,” an epick poem 
by Madame du Boccage : — “ Madam, there is not any 
thing equal to your description of the sea round the 
North Pole in your Ode on the death of Captain 
Cook.” 

On Sunday, June 27, I found him rather better. 

I mentioned to him a young man who was going to 
Jamaica with his wife and children, in expectation 
of being provided for by two of her brothers settled 
in that island, one a clergyman, and the other a 
physician. Johnson. “It is a wild scheme, Sir, 
unless he has a positive and deliberate invitation. 
There was a poor girl, who used to come about me, 
who had a cousin in Barbadoes that, in a letter to 
her, expressed a wish she should come out to that 
Island, and expatiated on the comforts and happiness 
of her situation. The poor girl went out : her cousin 
was much surprized, and asked her how she could 
think of coming. ‘ Because, (said she,) you invited 
me.— ‘Not I,’ answered the cousin. The letter was 
then produced, ‘ I see it is true, (said she,) that I did 
invite you: but I did not think you would come." 
They lodged her in an out-house, where she passed 
her time miserably ; and as soon as she had an oppor- 
tunity she returned to England. Always tell this 
when you hear of people going abroad to relations 
upon a notion of being well received. In the case 
which you mention it is probable the clergyman 

irnr t t ~ 
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spends all he gets, and the physician does not know 
how much he is to get.” . 

We this day dined at Sir Joshua Reynolds’s, with 
General Paoli, Lord Eliot, (formerly Mr. Eliot, of Port 
Eliot,) Dr. Beattie, and somepther company. Talking 
of Lord Chesterfield Johnson. ‘‘ His manner was 
exquisitely elegant, and he had more knowledge than 
I expected.” Boswell. “ Did you find, Sir, his con- 
versation to , be of a superiour style.” Johnson. Sir, 
in the conversation which I had with him I had the 
best right to superiority, for it was upon philology and 
literature.” Lord Eliot, who had travelled at the same 
time with Mr. Stanhope, Lord Chesterfield’s natural 
son, justly observed that it was strange that a man 
who shewed he had so much affection for his son as 
Lord Chesterfield did, by writing so many long and 
anxious letters to him, almost all of them when he 
was Secretary of State, which certainly was a proof of 
great goodness of disposition, should endeavour to 
make his son a rascal. His Lordship told us that 
Foote had intended to bring on the stage a father 
who had thus tutored his son, and to shew the son an 
honest man to every one else, but practising his father’s 
maxims upon him, and cheating him. Johnson. “ I 
am much pleased with this design; but I think there 
was no occasion to make the son honest at all. No; 
he should be a consummate rogue : the contrast be- 
tween honesty and knavery would be the stronger. It 
should be contrived so that the father should be the 
only sufferer by the son’s villainy, and thus there would 
be poetical justice.” 

He put Lord Eliot in mind of Dr. Walter Harte. 

I know, (said he,) Harte was your Lordship’s tutor, 
and he was also tutor to the Peterborough family. 
Pray, my Lord, do you recollect any particulars that 
he told you of Lord Peterborough ? He is a favourite 
of mine, and is not enough known ; his character has 
been only ventilated in party para phlets.” Lord Eliot 
said if Dr. Johnson would be so good as to ask him 
any questions, he would tell what he could recollect. 
Accordingly some things were mentioned. ‘‘ But, (said 
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bis Lordship,) the best account of Lord Peterborough 
that I have happened to meet with is in ' Captain 
Carleton’s Memoirs.’ Carleton was descended of an 
ancestor who had distinguished himself at the siege of 
Derry. He was an officer ; and, what was rare at that 
time, had some knowledge. of engineering.” Johnson 
said he had never heard of the book. Lord Eliot had 
it at Port Eliot; but, after a good deal of enquiry, 
procured a copy in London, and sent it to Johnson, 
who told Sir Joshua .Reynolds that he was going to 
bed when it came, but was so much pleased with it 
that he sat up till he had read it through, and found 
in it such an air of truth that he could not doubt of its 
authenticity ; adding, with a smile, (in allusion to Lord 
Eliot’s having recently been raised to the peerage,) I 
did not think a young Lord could have mentioned to 
me a book in the English history that was not known 
to me.” 

An addition to our company came after we went up 
to the drawing-room ; Dr. Johnson seemed to rise in 
spirits as his audience increased. He said ‘‘ He 
wished Lord Orford’s pictures, and Sir Ashton Lever’s 
Museum, might be purchased by the publick, because 
both the money, and the pictures, and the curiosities 
would remain in the country; whereas if they were 
sold into another kingdom the nation would indeed 
get some money, but would lose the pictures and curi- 
osities, which it would be desirable we should have 
for improvement in taste and natural history. The 
only question was, as the nation was much in want of 
money, whether it would not be better to take a large 
price from a foreign State ? ” 

He entered upon a curious discussion of the differ- 
ence between intuition and sagacity ; one being imme- 
diate in its effect, the other requiring a circuitous 
process ; one he observed was the of the mind, the 
other the 7iose of the mind. 

A young gentleman present took up the argument 
against him, and maintained that no man ever thinks 
of the nose of the mind ^ not adverting that, though that 
figurative sense seems strange to us as very unusual, 
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it is truly not more forced than Hamlet’s “ In my 
mind's eye^ Horatio.” He persisted much too l6ng^ 
and appeared to Johnson as putting himself forward 
as his antagonist with too much presumption : upon 
which he called to him in a loud tone, “What is it 
you are contending for, if you contending ? ” — And 
afterwards imagining that the gentleman retorted upon 
him with a kind of smart drollery, he said, “ Mr. 
it does not become you to talk so to me. Besides^ 
ridicule is not your talent ; you have there neither in- 
tuition nor sagacity.” — The gentleman protested that 
he had intended no improper freedom, but had the 
greatest respect for Dr. Johnson. After a short pause, 
during which we were somewhat uneasy : — Johnson. 
“Give me your hand. Sir. You were too tedious, and 
I was too short.” Mr. Sir, I am honoured 

by your attention in any way.” Johnson. “ Come, 
Sir, let’s have no more of it. We oifended one another 
by our contention ; let us not offend the company by 
our compliments.” 

He now said “ He wished much to go to Italy, and 
that he dreaded passing the winter in England.” I 
said nothing; but enjoyed a secret satisfaction in 
thinking that I had taken the most effectual measures 
to make such a scheme practicable. 

On Monday, June 28, I had the honour to receive 
from the Lord Chancellor the following letter : 


“To James Boswell, Esq. 

“sir, 

“ I SHOULD have answered your letter immedh 
ately ; if (being much engaged when I received it) I 
had not put it in my pocket, and forgot to open it till 
this morning. 

“ I am much obliged to you for the suggestion ; and 
I will adopt and press it as far as I can. The best 
argument, I am sure, and I hope it is not likely to fail, 
is Dr. Johnson’s merit. — But it will be necessary, if I 
should be so unfortunate as to miss seeing you, to 
converse with Sir Joshua on the sum it will be proper 
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to ask,~— in short, upon the means of setting him out* 
It would be a reflection on us all if such a man should 
perish for want of the means to take care of his health. 

“Your’s, &c. 

“Thurlow.'' 

This letter gave me a very high satisfaction ; I next 
day went and shewed it to Sir Joshua Reynolds, who 
was exceedingly pleased with it. He thought that I 
should now communicate the negociation to Dr. John- 
son, who might afterwards complain if the attention 
with which he had been honoured should be too long 
concealed from him. I intended to set out for Scot- 
land next morning ; but Sir Joshua cordially insisted 
that I should stay another day, that Johnson and I 
might dine with him, that we three might talk of his 
Italian Tour, and, as Sir Joshua expressed himself, 
*fhave it all out.” I hastened to Johnson, and was 
told by him that he was rather better to-day. Bos- 
well. I am very anxious about you. Sir, and par- 
ticularly that you should go to Italy for the winter, 
which I believe is your own wish.” Johnson. ‘‘ It is. 
Sir.” Boswell.^ You have no objection, I presume, 
but the money it would require.” Johnson. ‘‘Why, 
no, Sir.” — Upon which I gave him a particular account 
of what had been done, and read to him the Lord 
Chancellor’s letter. — He listened with much attention ; 
then warmly said, “ This is taking prodigious pains 
about a man,”— “ O, Sir, (said I, with most sincere 
affection,) your friends w^ould do every thing for you.” 
He paused, — grew more and more agitated, — till tears 
started into his eyes, and he exclaimed with fervent 
emotion, “ God bless you all.” I was so affected that 
I also shed tears. — After a short silence, he renewed 
and extended his grateful benediction, “ God bless 
you all, for Jesus Christ’s sake.” We both remained 
for some time unable to speak. — He rose suddenly 
and quitted the room, quite melted in tenderness. He 
stayed but a short time, till he had recovered his firm- 
ness; soon after he returned I left him, having first 
engaged him to dine at Sir Joshua Reynolds’s next 
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day.-— I never was again under that roof which I had 
so long reverenced. 

On Wednesday, June 30, the friendly confidential 
dinner with Sir Joshua Reynolds took place, no other 
company being present. Had I known that this was 
the last time that I should enjoy in this world the 
conversation of a friend whom I so much respected, 
and from whom I derived so much instruction and 
entertainment, I should have been deeply aifected. 
When I now look back to it, I am vexed that a single 
word should have been forgotten. 

Both Sir Joshua and I were so sanguine in our 
expectations that we expatiated with confidence on 
the liberal provision which we were sure would be 
made for him, conjecturing whether munificence 
would be displayed in one large donation, or in an 
ample increase of his pension. He himself cat ched 
so much of our enthusiasm as to allow himself to 
suppose it not impossible that our hopes might in one 
way or other be realised. He said that he would 
rather have his pension doubled than a grant of a 
thousand pounds; “For, (said he,) though probably I 
may not live to receive as much as a thousand pounds, 
a man would have the consciousness that he should 
pass the remainder of his life in splendour, how long 
soever it might be.” Considering what a moderate: 
•proportion an income of six hundred pounds a-year 
bears to innumerable fortunes in this country, it is 
worthy of remark that a man so truly great should 
think it splendour. 

As an instance of extraordinary liberality of friend- 
ship, he told us that Dr. Brocklesby had upon this 
occasion offered him a hundred a-y ear for his life. A 
grateful tear started into his eye as he spoke this in a 
faltering tone. 

Sir Joshua and I endeavoured to flatter his imagina- 
tion with agreeable prospects of happiness in Italy, 

“ Nay, (said he,) I must not expect much of that ;: 
when a man goes to Italy merely to feel how he 
breathes the air he can enjoy very little.” 

Our eonversation turned upon living in die country. 
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which J ohnson, whose melancholy mind required the 
dissipation of quick successive variety^ had habituated 
himself to consider as a kind of mental imprisonment. 
“Yet, Sir, (said I,) there are many people who are 
content to live in the country.’^ Johnson. “Sir, it is 
in the intellectual world as in the physical world : we 
are told by natural philosophers that a body is at rest 
in the place that is fit for it ; they who are content to 
live in the country are fit for the country.” 

Talking of various enjoyments, I argued that a refine- 
ment of taste was a disadvantage, as they who have 
attained to it must be seldomer pleased than those 
w^ho have no nice discrimination, and are therefore 
satisfied with every thing that comes in their way. 
Johnson. “Nay, Sir; that is a paltry notion. En- 
deavour to be as perfect as you can in every respect.” 

I accompanied him in Sir Joshua Reynolds’s coach 
to the entry of Bolt-court. He asked me whether I 
would not go with him to his house; I declined it, 
from an apprehension that my spirits would sink. We 
bade adieu to each other affectionately in the carriage. 
When he had got down upon the foot-pavement, he 
called out, “Fare you well;” and, without looking 
back, sprung away with a kind of pathetick briskness, 
if I may use that expression, which seemed to indicate 
a struggle to conceal uneasiness, and impressed me 
with a foreboding of our long, long separation. 

I remained one day more in town, to have the 
chance of talking over my negociation with the Lord 
Chancellor; but the multiplicity of his Lordship’s im- 
portant engagements did not allow of it ; so I left the 
management of the business in the hands of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds. 

Soon after this time Dr. Johnson had the mortifica- 
tion of being informed by Mrs. Thrale that “wLat 
she supposed he never believed” ^ w-as true; namely, 
that she was actually going to marry Signor Piozzi, ao 
Italian mu sick-master. He endeavoured to prevent 
it; but in vain. If she would publish the wvhole of 
the correspondence that passed between Dr. Johnson 

1 “ TjPttPrs to TVirnIp vril ii '^nr- 
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and her on the subject we should have a full view of 
his real sentiments. As it is, our judgement must be 
biassed by that characteristick specimen which Sir 
John Hawkins has given us : Poor Thrale, I thought 
that either her virtue or her vice would have restrained 
her. from such a marriage. She is now become a sub- 
ject for her enemies to exult over ; and for her friends, 
if she has any left, to forget or pity.” ^ 

It must be admitted that Johnson derived a con- 
siderable portion of happiness from the comforts and 
elegancies which he enjoyed in Mr. Thraie’s family; 
but Mrs. Thrale assures us he was indebted for these 
to her husband alone, who certainly respected him 
sincerely. Her words are, “ Veneratio?i for Ais virtue, 
reverence for his talents^ delight m his conversatio?i^ 
and habitual endurance of a yoke my husband first 
put upon me, and of which he contentedly bore his 
sha?‘e for sixteen or seventeen years, made me go on 
so long %mth Mr. Johnson; b^it the perpeUial confine- 
me7%t I will own to have been terrifying in the first years 
of our frie?ids hip, and irksome in the last ; nor could J 
pretend to support it withotit help, when my coadjutor 
was no moreP ^ Alas ! how different is this from the 
declarations w^hich I have heard Mrs. Thrale make in 
his life-time, without a single murmur against any 
peculiarities, or against any one circumstance which 
attended their intimacy. 

As a sincere friend of the great man whose Life I 
am writing, I think it necessary to guard my readers 
against the mistaken notion of Dr. Johnson’s character 
which this lady’s ‘‘Anecdotes” of him suggest; for 
from the very nature and form of her book, “ it lends 
deception lighter wings to fly.” 

“ Let it be remembered, (says an eminent critick,^) 
that she has comprised in a small volume all that she 
could recollect of Dr. Johnson in twenty years, during 
which period, doubtless, some severe things Jvere said 
by him ; and they who read the book in two hours 


ii 


1 Dr. Johnson’s Letter to Sir John Hawkins, “Life,” p. 570, 
® “ Anecdotes,” p. 293. 

3 Who has been pleased to furnish me with his remarks. 
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naturally enough suppose that his whole conversation 
was of this complexion. But the fact is I have been 
often in his company, and never once heard him say a 
severe thing to any one j and many others can attest 
the same. When he did say a severe thing, it was 
generally extorted by ignorance pretending to knoiv- 
ledge, or by extreme vanity or affectation. 

‘‘Two instances of inaccuracy, (adds he,) are 
peculiarly worthy of notice : 

“It is said,^ ‘ That natural roughness of his manner 
so often mentioned would, notwithstanding the regularity 
of his notions, burst throtigh them all from time to time ; 
and he once bade a very celebrated lady, who praised him 
with too finich zeal perhaps, or perhaps too strong an 
emphasis, {which always offended him,) consider what 
her flattery was worth, before she choked him with itj 

“Now let the genuine anecdote be contrasted with 
this. — The person thus represented as being harshly 
treated, though a very celebrated lady, was then just 
come to London from an obscure situation in the 
country. At Sir Joshua Reynolds’s one evening she 
met Dr. Johnson. She very soon began to pay her 
court to him in the most fulsome strain. ‘ Spare me, I 
beseech you, dear Madam,’ was his reply. She still 
laid it on. ‘ Pray, Madam, let us have no more of 
this; ’ he rejoined. Not paying any attention to these 
warnings, she continued still her eulogy. At length, 
provoked by this indelicate and vain obtrusion of 
compliment, he exclaimed, ‘ Dearest lady, consider 
with yourself what your flattery is worth before you 
bestow it so freely.’ 

“ Flow different does this story appear when accom- 
panied with all these circumstances which really belong 
to it, but which Mrs. Thrale either did not know or 
has suppressed. 

“ She says, in another place,^ ‘ One gentlemafi, how- 
ever, who dined at a noblema7ls house in his compa?iy, 
and that of Mr. Thrale, to whom I was obliged for the 
anecdote, was willing to enter the lists in defence of King 
William’s character ; and having opposed and contra^ 

^ "Anecdotes," p. 183. 2 p. 242, 
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dieted Johnson two or three times ^ petulantly enough^ the 
master of the house began to feel uneasy^ and expect dis- 
agreeable conseguences ; to avoid which he said^ loud 
enough for the Doctor to Jiear^ — Our friend here has m 
meaning now in all thiSy except just to relate at chtb to- 
morrow how he teased Johnson at dmner to-day ; this 
is all to do himself honour. — No, up07i my word, 
{replied the other P) I see no honour in it, whatever you 
may do , — Well, Sir, {returned Mr. Johnson, stefiilyi) if 
you do not see the hmour I am sure I feel the disgraced 

‘‘This is all sophisticated. Mr. Thraie was not in 
the company, though he might have related the story 
to Mrs. Thraie. A friend from whom I had the story 
was present ; and it was not at the house of a noble- 
man. On the observation being made by the master 
of the house on a gentleman’s contradicting Johnson, 
that he had talked for the honour, &c., the gentleman 
muttered in a low voice, ‘ I see no honour in it y’ and 
Dr. Johnson said nothing : so all the rest (though bien 
tivuv'ee) is mere garnish.” 

I have had occasion several times, in the course of 
this work, to point out the incorrectness of Mrs. 
Thraie as to particulars which consisted with my own 
knowledge. But indeed she has, in flippant terms 
enough, expressed her disapprobation of that anxious 
desire of authenticity which prompts a person who is 
to record conversations to write them down at the 
moment} Unquestionably, if they are to be recorded 
at all, the sooner it is done the better. This lady her- 
self says, ^ “ To recollect, howeawr, a7id to repeat the say- 
ings of Dr. Johnson, is almost all that can he do?ie by 
the writers of his Life ; as his life, at least since my 
acquaintajice with him, consisted m little else tlum talk- 
ing, when he was not e7nployed in some serious piece of 
works *She boasts of her having kept a common- 
place book; and we find she noted, at one time or 
Other, in a very lively manner, specimens of the con- 
versation of Dr. Johnson, and of those who talked 
with him ; but had she done it recently, they probably 
would have been less erroneous ; and we should have 

^ “ Anecdotes/' p, 44. 2 Ibid. p. 23. 
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been relieved from those disagreeable doubts of their 
authenticity with which we must now peruse them. 

She says of him, ^ was the most charitable of 

morialsy without being what we call an active friend, 
Admirable at giving counsel ; no man saw his way so 
clearly ; hut he would not stir a finger for the assistance 
of those to whom he mas willing enoi/gh to give advice A 
And again on the same page, ^\If pu wanted a slight 
favour, must apply to people of other dispositions; 
for not a step would Johnson to obtain a man a 
vote m a society^ to repay a complime?it which might be 
vs fill or pleasing, to ivrite a letter of request, isrc,, or to 
obtain a hundjcd pounds a year more for a friend who 
perhaps had already two or three. No force could urge 
him to diligence, no importunity could conquer Ms resolu- 
tion to stand still. ” 

It is amazing that one who had such opportunities 
of knowing Dr. Johnson should appear so little ac- 
quainted whth his real character. I am sorry this lady 
does not advert that she herself eontradicts the asser- 
tion of his being obstinately defective in the petites 
morales, in the little endearing charities of social life, 
in conferring smaller favours ; for she says,^ ‘‘ Dr. 
Johnson liberal enough in granting Utei'ary assist- 
ance to others, I think ; and mnuinerable are the Frefaces, 
Sermons, Lectures, and I) edi cations which he used to 
make for people who begged of him L I am certain that 
a more active f fiend has rarely been found in any age. 
This work, w4iich I fondly hope will rescue his memory 
from obloquy, contains a thousand instances of his 
benevolent exertions in almost every way that can be 
conceived ; and particularly in employing his pen with 
a generous readiness for those to w^hom its aid could 
be useful. Indeed his obliging activity in doing little 
offices of kindness, both by letters and personal ap- 
plication, Avas one of the most remarkable features 
in his character ; and for the truth of this I can 
appeal to a number of his respectable friends : Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Langton, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. 
Earke, Mr. Windham, Mr. Malone,: the Bishop of 

^ "Anecdotes/* p. 51.. . . 
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Dromore, Sir William Scott, Sir Robert Chambers.— 
And can Mrs. Thraie forget the advertisements which 
he wrote for her husband at the time of his election 
contest ; the epitaphs on him and her mother ; the 
playful and even trifling verses for the amusement of 
her and her daughters ; his corresponding with her 
children, and entering into their minute concerns^ 
which shews him in the most amiable light ? 

She relates ^ that Mr. Ch — Im — ley unexpectedly 
rode up to Mr. Thrale's carriage, in which Mr. Thraie 
and she, and Dr. Johnson were travelling; that he 
paid them all his proper compliments, but observing that 
Dr. Johnson, who was reading, did not see him, ^^tapf 
him gently on the shoulder, ^'Tis Mr, Ch — Im — ley 
says my Jmsba?id, ‘ Well^ Sir — a 7 id what if if is Mr. 
Ch — Im — ley ; ’ says the other ^ sternly^ just li/tmg his 
eyes a moment from his booh, and returnmg to it again 
with renewed avidity S This surely conveys a notion 
of Johnson, as if he had been grossly rude to Mr. 
Cholmondeley,^ a gentleman whom he always loved 
and esteemed. If, therefore, there was an absolute 
necessity for mentioning the story at all, it might 
have been thought that her tenderness for Dr. John- 
son’s character wmiild have disposed her to state any 
thing that could soften it. Why then is there a total 
silence as to 'what Mr. Cholmondeley told her? — that 
Johnson, who had known him from his earliest years, 
having been made sensible of w^hat had doubtless a 
strange appearance, took occasion, when he afterwards 
met him, to make a very courteous and kind apology. 
There is another little circumstance which I cannot 
but remark. Her book was published in 1785; she 
had then in her possession a letter from Dr. Johnson, 
dated in 1777,^ which begins thus : ‘‘ Cholmondeley’s 
story shocks me, if it be true, which I can hardly think, . 
for I am utterly unconscious of it: I am very sorry, 
and very much ashamed.” Why then publish the 

1 “ Anecdotes,” p. 258. 

2 George James Cholmondeley, Esq., grandson of George, third 
Earl of Cholmondeley, and one of the Commissioners of Excise ; a 
gentleman respected for his abilities and elegance of manners. 

^ “ Letters to Mrs. Thraie,” vol. ii. p. 12. 
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anecdote? Or if she did, why not add the circum- 
stances, with which she was well acquainted ! 

^ , In his social intercourse she thus describes him : ^ 

E>ve 7 " musing fill he was called out to convenscj and 
ionversmg till the fatigue of his friends, or the frompi-^ 
tude of his own temfej^ to take offejice, consigned him back 
again to silent meditationl' Yet, in the same book, 2 
she tells us, “ He was, however, seldom inclined to be 
silent when any moral or literary question 7ms started ; 
and it was on such occasions that, like the Sage in 
* Rasselas,’ he spoke, and attention watched his lips ; 
he reasoned, and conviction closed his periods P— -His 
conversation, indeed, was so far from ever fatigimig 
his friends that they regretted when it was interrupted 
or ceased, and could exclaim in Milton’s language, 

With thee conversing, I forgot all time.” 

I certainly, then,^ do not claim too much** in behalt 
of my illustrious friend in saying that, however smart 
and entertaining Mrs. Thrale’s Anecdotes” are, they 
must not be held as good evidence against him ; for 
wherever an instance of harshness and severity is told, 

I beg leave to doubt its perfect authenticity ; for, 
though there may have been some foundation for it, 
yet, like that of his reproof to the “very celebrated 
lady,” it may be so exhibited in the narration as to be 
very unlike the real fact. 

The evident tendency of the following anecdote ^ is 
to represent Dr. Johnson as extremely deficient in 
affection, tenderness, or even common civility. When 
I one day lamented the loss of a first cousin killed in 
America, — ‘ Prithee, my dear, {said he^ have done with 
canting ; how would the vjorld he the worse for it, I may 
ask, ip all your relations were at once spitted like larks, 
and roasted for Presto’s supper V — Presto was the dog 
that lay under the table while we talked P — I suspect 
this too of exaggeration and distortion. I allow that 
he made her an angry speech; but let the circum- 
stances fairly appear, as told by Mr. Baretti, who was 
present : 

^ Anecdotes," p. 23. ^ Ibid. d. ■ 30 ! 2 . 3 TKiH 
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‘‘ Mrs. Thrale, while supping very heartily upon 
larks, laid down her knife and fork, and abruptly 
exclaimed, ‘ O, my dear Johnson, do you know what 
has happened ? The last letters from abroad have 
brought US an account that our poor cousin’s head 
was taken off by a cannon-ball.’ Johnson, who was 
shocked both at the fact and her light unfeeling 
manner of mentioning it, replied, ‘ Madam, it would 
give you very little concern if all your relations 
were spitted like those larks, and drest for Presto’s 
supper.’”^ 

It is with concern that I find myself obliged to 
animadvert on the inaccuracies of Mrs. Piozzfs 
“Anecdotes,” and perhaps I may be thought to have 
dwelt too long upon her little collection. But as from 
Johnson’s long residence under Mr. Thrale’s roof, and 
his intimacy with her, the account which she has given 
of him may have made an unfavourable and unjust 
impression, my duty, as a faithful biographer, has 
obliged me , reluctantly to perform this unpleasing 
task. 

Having left the pious negociailon^ as I called it, in 
the best hands, I shall here insert what relates to it. 
Johnson wrote to Sir Joshua Reynolds on July 6 as 
follows: “I am going, I hope, in a few days to try 
the air of Derbyshire, but hope to see you before I 
go. Let me, ho W' ever, mention to you wLat I have 
much at heart. — If the Chancellor should continue his 
attention to Mr. Boswell’s request, and confer with 

1 Upon mentioning this to my friend Mr, Wilkes, he, with his 
usual readiness, pleasantly matched it with the sentimental 

anecdote. He was invited by a young man of fashion at Paris to 
sup with him and a lady, who had been for some time his mistress, 
but with whom he was going to part. He said to Mr. Wilkes that 
he really felt very much for her, she was in such distress ; and that 
he meant to make her a jDresent of two hundred louis-d'ors. Mr. 
Wilkes observed the behaviour of Mademoiselle, who sighed indeed 
very piteously, and assumed every pathetick air of grief ; but ate no 
less than three French pigeons, which are as large as English 
partridges, besides other things.' Mr. Wilkes whispered the gentle- 
man. “ We often say in England, Excessive sorrow is exceeding diy, 
but I never heard Excessive sorrow is exceeding hungry. Perhaps 

hundred will do,” The gentleman took the hint. 
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you on the means of relieving niy languid state, I am 
very desirous to avoid the appearance of asking money 
upon false pretences. L desire you to represent to 
his Lordship what, as soon as it is suggested, he will 
perceive to be reasonable, — That, if I grow much 
worse, I shall be afraid to leave my physicians, to 
suffer the inconveniences of travel, and pine in the 
solitude of a foreign country ; — That, if I grow much 
better, of which indeed there is now little appearance, 
I shall not wish to leave my friends and my domestick 
comforts; for I do not travel for pleasure or curiosity ; 
yet, if I should recover, curiosity would revive. — -In 
my present state I am desirous to make a struggle for 
a little longer life, and hope to obtain some help from 
a softer climate. Do for me what you can.'^ He 
wrote to me July 26 ; “I wish your affairs could have 
permitted a longer and continued exertion of your 
zeal and kindness. They that have your kindness 
may want your ardour. In the mean time I am very 
feeble and very dejected.” 

By a letter from Sir Joshua Reynolds I was informed 
that the Lord Chancellor had called on him and 
acquainted him that the application had not been 
successful ; but that his Lordship, after speaking 
highly in praise of Johnson, as a man who was an 
honour to his country, desired Sir Joshua to let him 
know that, on granting a mortgage of his pension, he 
should draw on his Lordship to the amount of five or 
six hundred pounds; and that his Lordship explained 
the meaning of the mortgage to be that he wished the 
business to be conducted in such a manner that 
Dr. Johnson should appear to be under the least 
possible obligation. Sir Joshua mentioned that he 
had by the same post communicated all this to Dr. 
Johnson. 

How Johnson was affected upon the occasion will 
appear from what he wrote to Sir Joshua Reynolds : 

Ashbourne, Sept. 9. “ Many words I hope are not 
necessary between you and me to convince you what 
gratitude is excited in my heart by the Chancellor’s 
liberality and your kind offices. * ■'* ''' 


638 LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON 17S4 

I have enclosed a letter to the Chancellor, which, 
when you have read it, you will be pleased to seal 
with a head, or any other general seal, and convey it 
to him : had I sent it directly to him I should have 
seemed to overlook the favour of your intervention.” 


THE Lord High Chancellor.^ 
lord, 

“After a long and not inattentive observation 
of mankind, the generosity of your Lordship’s offer 
raises in me not less wonder than gratitude. Bounty 
so liberally bestowed I should gladly receive if my 
condition made it necessary ; for to such a mind 
who would not be proud to own his obligations ? But 
it has pleased God to restore me to so great a measure 
of health that, if I should now appropriate so much of 
a fortune destined to do good, I could not escape from 
myself the charge of advancing a false claim. My 
journey to the continent, though I once thought it 
necessary, was never much encouraged by my -phy- 
sicians ; and I was very desirous that your Lordship 
should be told of it by Sir Joshua Reynolds as an 
event very uncertain; for if I grew much better I 
should not be willing, if much worse not able, to 
migrate. — Your Lordship was first solicited without 
my knowledge; but when I was told that you were 
pleased to honour me with your patronage I did not 
expect to hear of a refusal; yet, as I have had no 
long time to brood hope, and have not rioted in 
imaginary opulence, this cold reception has been 
scarce a disappointment; and from your Lordship’s 
kindness I have received a benefit which only men 

^ Sir Joshua Reynolds, on account of the excellence both of the 
sentiment and expression of this letter, took a copy of it, which he 
shewed to some of his friends ; one of whom, who admired it, being 
allowed to peruse it leisurely at home, a copy was made, and found 
its way into the news-papers and magazines. It was transcribed 
with some inaccuracies. I print it from tire original draft in John- 
son’s own hand- writing. 
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like you ^ are able to bestow. I shall now live mihi 
carior, with a higher opinion of my own merit. 

'' I am, my Lord, 

'^Your Lordship's most obliged, 

“ Most grateful, and 

‘‘ Most humble servant, 

‘‘Sam. Johnson." 

September, 1784." 


Upon this unexpected failure I abstain from pre- 
suming to make any remarks, or to offer any con- 
jectures. 

Having, after repeated reasonings, brought Dr. 
Johnson to agree to my removing to London, and 
even to furnish me with arguments in favour of what 
he had opposed; I wrote to him requesting he would 
write them for me ; he was so good as to comply, and 
I shall extract that part of his letter to me of June ix 
as a proof how well he could exhibit a cautious yet 
encouraging view of it ; 

“I remember, and intreat you to remember, that 
virtus est vitiuni fugere ; the first approach to riches 
is security from poverty. The condition upon which 
you have my consent to settle in London is that your 
expence never exceeds your annual income. Fixing 
this basis of security, you cannot be hurt, and you may 
be very much advanced. The loss of your Scottish 
business, which is all that you can lose, is not to be 
reckoned as any equivalent to the hopes and possi- 
bilities that open here upon you. If you succeed, the 
question of prudence is at an end; every body will 
think that done right which ends happily; and though 
your expectations, of which I would not advise you to 
talk too much, should not be totally answered, you 
can hardly fail to get friends who will do for you all 
that your present situation allows you to hope ; and 
if, after a few years, you should return to Scotland, 
you will return with a mind supplied by various con- 
versation, and many opportunities of , enquiry, with 
much knowledge, and materials for reflection and 
instruction," 
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Let US now contemplate Johnson thirty years after 
the death of his wife, still retaining for her all the 
tenderness of affection. 

“To THE Reverend Mr. Bagshaw, at 
Bromley.^ 

“ SIR, 

“ Perhaps you may remember that in the year 
1753 you committed to the ground my dear wife. I 
now entreat your permission to lay a stone upon her ; 
and have sent the inscription that, if you find it proper, 
you may signify your allowance. 

“ You will do me a great favour by showing the 
place where she lies, that the stone may protect her 
remains. 

“ Mr. Ryland will wait on you for the inscription,^ 
and procure it to be engraved. You will easily believe 
that I shrink from this mournful office. When it 
is done, if I have strength remaining, I will visit 
Bromley once again, and pay you part of the respect 
to which you have a right from, Reverend Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.’* 

July 12, 1784.” 

On the same day he wrote to Mr. Langton : “ I 
cannot but think that in my languid and anxious state 
I have some reason to complain that I receive from 
you neither enquiry nor consolation. You know how 
much I value your friendship, and with what confi- 
dence I expect your kindness, if I wanted any act of 
tenderness that you could perform ; at least, if you 
do not know it, I think your ignorance is your own 
fault. Yet how long is it that I have lived almost 
in your neighbourhood without the least notice.— I 
do not, however, consider this neglect as particularly 
shown to me; I hear two of your most valuable 
friends make the same complaint. But why are all 
thus overlooked? You are not oppressed by sickness, 

^ See vol. i. p. 599. 2 Printed in his Works. 
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you are not distracted by business; if you are sick, 
you are sick of leisure And allow yourself to be 
told that no disease is more to be dreaded or avoided. 
Rather to do nothing than to do good is the lowest 
state of a degraded mind. Boileau says to his pupil; 

‘ Qiie les vers ne soient pas votre ek7'nel emploi^ 
Cultivez VOS atnis.^ 

That voluntary debility which modern language is 
content to term indolence will, if it is not counteracted 
by resolution, render in time the strongest faculties 
lifeless, and turn the flame to the smoke of virtue. — 
I do not expect nor desire to see you, because I am 
much pleased to find that your mother stays so long 
with you, and I should think you neither elegant nor 
grateful if you did not study her gratification. You 
will pay my respects to both the ladies, and to all the 
young people. — I am going Northward for a while, to 
try what help the country can give me; but, if you 
will write, the letter will come after me.” 

Next day he set out on a jaunt to Staffordshire and 
Derbyshire, flattering himself that he might be in some 
degree relieved. 

During his absence from London he kept up a corre- 
spondence with several of his friends, from which I 
shall select what appears to me proper for publication, 
without attending nicely to chronological order. 

To Dr. Brocklesby he writes, A^bourne, July 20. 

The kind attention which you have so long shewn 
to my health and happiness makes it as much a debt 
of gratitude as a call of interest to give you an account 
of what befalls me when accident recovers ^ me from 
your immediate care. — The journey of the first day 
was performed with very little sense of fatigue ; the 
second day brought me to Lichfield without much 
lassitude ; but I am afraid that I could not have borne 
such violent agitation for many days together. Tell 
Dr. Heberden that in the coach I read ‘ Ciceronianus/ 

1 [This is probably an errour either of the transcript or the press. 
Removes seems to be the word intended. — M.l 


which I concluded as I entered Lichfield. My affec- 
tion and understanding went along with Erasmus, 
except that^ once or twice he somewhat unskilfully 
entangles Cicero s civil or moral with his rhetorical 
character.—I stayed five days at Lichfield, but, beino- 
unable to walk, had no great pleasure, and yesterday 
(19th) I came hither, where I am to try what air and 
attention can perform, — Of any improvement in my 
please myself with the perception. 

^ ■"* The asthma has no abatement. Opiates 

stop the fit, so as that I can sit and sometimes lie 
easy, but they do not now procure me the power of 
motion ; and I am afraid that my general strength of 
body does not increase. The weather indeed is not 
benign * but how low is he sunk whose strength 
depends upon the weather 1— I am now looking into 
Eloyer, who lived with his asthma to almost his nine- 
tieth year. His book by want of order is obscure: 
and his asthma, I think, not of the same kind with 
mine.^ oomething however I may perhaps learn. — My 
appetite still continues keen enough; and, what I con- 
sider as a symptom of radical health, I have a vora- 
cious delight m raw summer fruit, of which I was less 
eager a few years ago.— You will be pleased to com- 
municate this account to Dr. Heberden, and if any 
thing IS to be done let me have your joint opinion.— 

1 ow^ abite mrcB ; — let me enquire after the Club.” ^ 

1 recollecting that Dr. Heberden might 
be at Wmosor, I thought your letter long in coming. 
iSut, you know, noatura petuniur, the letter which I so 
much desired tells me that I have lost one of my 
best and tenderest friends.^ My comfort is that he 
appeared_ to live hke a man that had always before 
thertfn^ the fragility of our present existence, and was 
merefore, I hope, not unprepared to meet his judge.— 
Your attention, dear Sir, and that of Dr. Heberden to 

rL^iw^wn'® extremely kind. I am loth to think that 
1 glow woree; and cannot fairly prove even to my 
own partiality that I grow much better.” ^ 

Mn the printer. 
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August 5. “I return you thanks, dear Sir, for your 
unwearied atteiltiouj both medicinal and friendly, and 
hope to prove the effect of your care by living to 
acknowledge it/’ 

August 12. “ Pray be so kind as to have me in your 
thoughts, _ and mention my case to others as you have 
opportunity. I seem to myself neither to gain nor 
lose strength. I have lately tried milk, but have yet 
found no advantage, and am afraid of it merely as a 
liquid. My appetite is still good, which I know is 
dear Dr, Heberden’s criterion of the ^/s vif(B . — As we 
cannot now see each other, do not omit to wTite, for 
you cannot think with what warmth of expectation I 
reckon the hours of a post-day,” i; 

August 14. have hitherto sent you only melan- 
choly letters j you will be glad to hear some better 
account. Yesterday the asthma remitted, perceptibly J 

remitted, and I moved with more ease than I have 
enjoyed for many weeks. May God continue his 
mercy. — This account I would not delay, because I 
am not a lover of complaints, or complainers, and yet 
I have since we parted uttered nothing till now but 
terrour and sorrow. Write to me, dear Sir.” 

August 16. “Better I hope, and better. My respi- 
ration gets more and more ease and liberty. I went 
to church yesterday, after a very liberal dinner, without 
any inconvenience; it is indeed no long walk, but I j 

never walked it without difficulty since I came before. ! 

-,r -X- vc- * * intention was only to overpower the 
seeming vis inertia of the pectoral and pulmonary , 

muscles. — -I am favoured with a degree of ease that 
very much delights me, and do not despair of another 
race upon the stairs of the Academy. — If I were, how- 
ever, of a humour to see, or to show the state of my 
body, on the dark side, I might say, 

‘ Quid ie exempta jiivat spinis de pluribus mia f ^ 

The nights are still sleepless, and the water rises, 
though it does not rise very fast. Let us, however, 
rejoice in all the good that we have. The remission 


which I concluded as I entered Lichfield. My affec- 
tion and understanding _ went along with Erasmus, 
except that^ once or twice he somewhat unskilfully 
entangles Cicero s civil or moral with his rhetorical 
I stayed five days at Lichfield, but, being 
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August 5. “ I return you thanks, dear Sir, for your 
unwearied attention, both medicinal and friendly, and 
hope to prove the effect of your care by living to 
acknowledge it.” 

August 12. '' Pray be so kind as to have me in your 
thoughts, and mention my case to others as you have 
opportunity. I seem to myself neither to gain nor 
lose strength. I have lately tried milk, but have yet 
found no advantage, and am afraid of it merely as a 
liquid. My appetite is still good, which I know is 
dear Dr. Heberden’s criterion of the vis viice . — As we 
cannot now see each other, do not omit to write, for 
you cannot think with what warmth of expectation I 
reckon the hours of a post-day.” 

August 14. “ I have hitherto sent you only melan- 
choly letters ; you will be glad to hear some better 
account. Yesterday the asthma remitted, perceptibly 
remitted, and I moved with more ease than I have 
enjoyed for many weeks. May God continue his 
mercy. — This account I would not delay, because I 
am not a lover of complaints, or coniplainers, and yet 
I have since we parted uttered nothing till now but 
terrour and sorrow. Write to me, dear Sir.” 

August 16. “Better I hope, and better. My respi- 
ration gets more and more ease and liberty. I went 
to church yesterday, after a very liberal dinner, without 
any inconvenience ; it is indeed no long walk, but I 
never walked it without difficulty since I came before. 
« -A- -A* 'X- intention was only to overpow^er the 

seeming vis mertm of the pectoral and pulmonary 
muscles. — I am favoured with a degree of ease that 
very much delights me, and do not despair of another 
race upon the stairs of the Academy. — If I were, how- 
ever, of a humour to see, or to show the state of my 
body, on the dark side, I might say, 

^ Qtiid ie exempfa juvat spinis de pktribus mia t ^ 

The nights are still sleepless, and the water rises, 
though it does not rise very fast. Let us, howev^i^, 
rejoice in all the good that we have. The remission 


of one disease will enable nature to combat the rest.— 
The squills I have not neglected ; for I have taken 
more than a hundred drops a day, and one day took 
two hundred and fifty, which, according to the popular 
equivalent of a drop to a grain, is more than half an 
ounce. I thank you, dear Sir, for your attention in 
oraering the medicines; your attention to me has 
never failed. If the virtue of medicines could be 
enforced by the benevolence of the prescriber, how 
soon should I be well.” . 

August 19. “ The relaxation of the asthma still con- 
tinues, yet I do not trust it wholly to itself, but soothe 
It now and then with an opiate. I not only perform 
the perpetual act of respiration with less labour, but I 
^n jalk with fevyer intervals of rest, and with greater 
freedom of motion, — I never thought well of Dr. 
James s compounded medicines ; his ingredients appear 
to me sometimes melBcacious and trifling, and some- 
hmes heterogeneous and destructive of each other 
This prescription exhibits a composition of about three 
hundred and thirty grains, in which there are four 
grains of emetick tartar and six drops rofl thebaick 
Th^^h^'- surely writes for show. 

whfch^Sar DrH® ammoniacum. 

Winch dear Dr. Lawrence used to give, but of which I 

never saw any efifect. We will, if please leTthis 
medicine alone. The squills have every suffrage and 
m the squills we will, rest for the present.'’ ^ 

^ ugust 21. “ The kindness which you show by 
your thoughts upon all occasions wil{ 

I hope, always fill my heart with gratitude Be 
pleased to return my thanks to Sir George Baker for 

l5 thi?tht tT has bestowed^upSa r^e.-! 

Balloon that has been so long expected 

i?° “ 7“?^ ' but wS. S 

t is pity that philosophers have been di<? 
appointed, and shame that they have been cheated ■ 

^xpmment I have, read nothing : where was it 

Mibited.? and who was the man that ran llarwith 
fio much money ?-Continue, dear Sir, to uS^often 
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and more at a time; for none of your prescriptions 
operate to their proper uses more certainly than your 
letters operate as cordials.’^ 

August 26. “ I suffered you to escape last post 
without a letteiy but you are not to expect such 
indulgence very often ; for I write not so much because 
I have any thing to say as because I hope for an 
answer ; and the vacancy of my life here makes a 
letter of great value. — I have here little company and 
little amusement, and thus, abandoned to the contem- 
plation of my own miseries, I am something gloomy 
and depressed; this too I resist as I can, and find 
opium, I think, useful ; but I seldom take more than 
one grain. — Is not this strange weather? Winter 
absorbed the spring, and now autumn is come before 
we have had summer. But let not our kindness for 
each other imitate the inconstancy of the seasons.” 

Sept. 2. “ Mr, Windham has been here to see me; 
he came, I think, forty miles out of his way, and stayed 
about a day and a half, perhaps I make the time 
shorter than it was. Such conversation I shall not 
have again till I come back to the regions of litera- 
ture; and there Windham is, mUr stei/as^ Luna 
mimresL He then mentions the effects of certain 
medicines as taken ; that “Nature is recovering its 
original powers, and the functions returning to their 
proper state. God continue his mercies and grant 
me to use them rightly.” 

Sept. 9. “Do you know the Duke and Duchess of 
Devonshire ? And have you ever seen Chatsworth ? I 
■was at Chatsworth on Monday: I had seen it before, 
but never when its owners were at home; I was very 
kindly received, and honestly pressed to stay ; but I 
told them that a sick man is not a fit inmate of a 
great house. But I hope to go again some time.” 

Sept. II. “I think nothing grows worse, but all 
rather better, except sleep, and that of late has been 
at its old pranks. Last evening I felt what I had not 

P It is remarkable that soi^ood a Latin scholar as Johnson should 
have been so inattentive to' tlie metre as by mistake to have written 
Stellas instead of ignes. 


known for a long time, an inclination to walk for 
amusement; I took a short walk, and came back 
again neither breathless nor fatigued.— This has been a 
gloomy, frigid, ungenial summer ; but of late it seems 
to mend : I hear the heat sometimes mentioned, but 
I do not feel it ; 

‘ Jp7'CBferea mtmmtis gelido jam in corpore sanguis 
Febre calet solai 

I hope, however, with good help, to find means of sup- 
porting a winter at home, and to hear and tell at the 
Club what is doing, and what ought to be doing, in the 
world. I have no company here, and shall naturally 
come home hungry for conversation. — To wish you, 
dear Sir, more leisure, would not be kind; but what 
leisure you have you must bestow upon me.’’ 

Sept. 1 6. “ I have now let you alone for a long time, 
having indeed little to say. You charge me some- 
what unjustly with luxury. At Chats worth you should 
mmember that I have eaten but once; and the 
Doctor, with whom I live, follows a milk diet I 
grow no fatter,^ though my stomach, if it be not dis- 
turbed by physick, never fails me. — I now grow weary 
of solitude, and think of removing next week to Lich- 
field, a place of more society, but otherwise of less 
convenience. When I am settled I shall write again. 
j7~0f the hot weather that you mentioned we have 
[not] had in Derbyshire very much, and for myself I 
seldom feel heat, and suppose that my frigidity is the 
effect of my distemper; a supposition which naturally 
mads me to hope that a hotter climate may be useful. 
Eut I hope to stand aSother English winter.” 

Lichfield, Sept. ^ 29. On one day I had three 
letters about the air balloon : yours was far the best, 
and has enabled me to impart to my friends in the 
country an idea of this species of amusement. In 
amusement, mere amusement, I am afraid it must 
end, for I do not find that its course can be directed 
so as that it should serve any purposes of communica- 
tion : and it can give no new intelligence of the state 
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of the air at different heights till they have ascended 
above the height of mountains, which they seem never 
likely to do. — I came hither on the 27th. How long I 
shall stay I have not determined. My dropsy is gone, 
and my asthma much remitted, but I have felt myself 
a little declining these two days, or at least to-day ; 
but such vicissitudes must be expected. One day 
may be worse than another ; but this last month is 
far better than the former; if the next should be as 
much better than this I shall run about the town on 
my own legs.’' 

October 6. “The fate of the balloon I do not 
much lament : to make new balloons is to repeat the 
jest again, -We now know a method of mounting into 
the air, and I think are not likely to know more. The 
vehicles can serve no use till we can guide them ; and 
they can gratify no curiosity till we mount with them 
to greater heights than we can reach without ; till we 
rise above the tops of the highest mountains, which 
we have yet not done. We know the state of the air in 
all its regions, to the top of TenerifFe, and, there- 
fore, learn nothing from those who navigate a balloon 
below the clouds. The first experiment, however, 
was bold, and deserved applause and reward. But 
since it has been performed, and its event is known, 

I had rather now find a medicine that can ease an 
asthma.” 

October 25. “ You write to me with a zeal that 
animates and a tenderness that melts me. I am not 
afraid either of a journey to London or a residence 
in it. I came down with little fatigue, and am 
now not weaker. In the smoky atmosphere I "was 
delivered from the dropsy, which I consider as the 
original and radical disease. The town is my ele- 
ment ; ^ there are my friends, there are my books, 
to which I have not yet bid farewell, and there are 
my amusements. Sir Joshua told me long ago that 

^ His love of London continually appears. In a letter from him 
to Mrs. Smart, wife of his friend the Poet, which is published in a 
well-written life of him, prefixed to an edition of his Poems, in 1791. 
there is the following sentence : “ To one that has passed so many 


my vocation was to publick life, and I hope still to 
keep my station till God shall bid me Go in peaces 

To Mr. Hoole. Ashbourne, Aug. 7. Since I 
was here I have two little letters from you, and have 
not had the gratitude to write. But every man is most 
free with his best friends, because he does not suppose 
that they can suspect him of intentional incivility.— 
One reason for my omission is that, being in a place 
to which you are wholly a stranger, I have no topicks 
of correspondence. If you had any knowledge of Ash- 
bourne I could tell you of two Ashbourne men who, 
being last %veek condemned at Derby to be hanged 
for a robbery, went and hanged themselves in their 
cell. But this, however it may supply us wnth talk, is 
nothing to you. — Your kindness, I know, w^ould make 
you glad to hear some good of me, but I have not 
much good to tell ; if I grow not worse it is all that I 
can say.— I hope Mrs. Hoole receives more help from 
her migration. Make her my compliments, and write 
again to, dear Sir, your alfectionate servant.” 

Aug. 13, thank you for your affectionate letter. 

I hope we shall both be the better for each other’s 
friendship, and I hope we shall not very quickly be 
parted. — Tell Mr. Nichols that I shall be glad of his 
correspondence when his business allo^vs him a little 
remission ; though to wish him less business that I 
may have more pleasure w^ould be too selfish. To 
pay for seats at the balloon is not very necessary, 
because in less than a minute they \vho gaze at a 
mile’s distance will see all that can be seen. About 
the wings I am of your mind ; they cannot at all assist 
itj nor I think regulate its motion. I am now grown 
somewhat easier in my body, but my mind is some- 
times depressed.— About the Club I am in no great 
pain. The forfeitures go on, and the house, I hear, 

years in the pleasures and opulence of London there are few places 
that can give much delight.” 

Once, upon reading that line in the curious epitaph quoted in 
“The Spectator,” 

'iBorn in New- England, did in London die: ” 
he laughed and said, “ I do, not wonder at this. It would have 
been strange if, born in London, he had died in New-England.” 
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is improved for our future meetings.' I hope we shall 
meet often and sit long.’^ 

Sept. 4. “ Your letter was, indeed, long in coming^: 
but it was very welcome. Our acquaintance has now 
subsisted long, and our recollection of each other in- 
volves a great space, and many little occurrences which 
melt the thoughts to tenderness. — Write to me, there- 
fore, as frequently as you can.— I ' hear from Dr. 
Brocklesby and Mr. Ry land that the Club is hot- 
crowded. I hope we shall enliven it when winter 
brings us together.’- 

To Dr. Burney. August 2. ^fThe weather, you 
know, has not been balmy; I am now reduced to 
think, and am at last content to talk of the weather. 
Pride must have a fall. I have lost dear Mr. Allen ; 
and wherever I turn the dead or the dying meet my 
notice, and force my attention upon misery and mor- 
tality. Mrs. Burney’s escape from so much danger, 
and her ease after so much pain, throws, however, 
some radiance of hope upon the gloomy prospect. 
May her recovery be perfect, and her continuance 
long.- — I struggle hard for life. I take physick, and 
take air ; my friend’s chariot is always ready. We have 
run this morning twenty-four miles, and could run 
forty-eight more. But who can 7 'un the race with death t ” 

Sept. 4. [Concerning a private transaction, in w^hich 
his opinion was asked, and after giving it he makes 
the following reflections, which are applicable on other 
occasions.] Nothing deserves more compassion than 
wu'ong conduct with good meaning; than loss or 
obloquy suffered by one 'who, as he is conscious only 
of good intentions, wonders why he loses that kindness 

1 [There was no information for which Dr. Johnson was less 
grateful than for that which concerned the weather. It was in allu- 
sion to his impatience with those who were reduced to keep conver- 
sation alive by observations on the weather that he applied the old 
proverb to himself. If any one of his intimate acquaintance told: 
him it was hot or cold, wet or dry, windy or calm, he would stop 
them, by saying, “ Poh ! pph ! you are telling us that of which 
none but men in a mine or a dungeon can be ignorant. Let us 
bear with patience, or enjoy in quiet, elementary changes, whether 
for the better or the worse, as they are never secrets.’’ — Burney 


which he wishes to preserve ; and, not knowing his 
own fault if, as may sometimes happen, nobody will 
tell him, goes on to offend by his endeavours to please. 
— I am delighted by finding that our opinions are the 
same. — You will do me a real kindness by continuing 
to write. A post-day has now been long a day of 
recreation.’" 

Nov. I. ‘‘Our correspondence paused for want of 
topicks. I had said what I had to say on the matter 
proposed to my consideration ; and nothing remained 
but to tell you that I waked or slept ; that I was more 
or less sick. I drew my thoughts in upon myself, and 
-supposed yours employed upon your book. — That 
your book has been delayed I am glad, since you 
have gained an opportunity of being more exact. — Of 
the caution necessary in adjusting narratives there is 
no end. Some tell what they do not know that they 
may not seem ignorant, and others from mere indiffer- 
ence about truth. All truth is not, indeed, of equal 
importance ; but if little violations are allowed every 
violation will in time be thought little ; and a writer 
should keep himself vigilantly on his guard against the 
first temptations to negligence or supineness. — I had 
ceased to write, because respecting you I had no more 
to say, and respecting myself could say little good. I 
cannot boast of advancement, and in case of conva- 
lescence it may be said, with few exceptions, 7ion 
progredi, esf ^ regredi. I hope I may be excepted. — 
My great difficulty was with my sweet Fanny, ^ wiio, 
by her artifice of inserting her letter in yours, had 
given me a precept of frugality which I was not at 
liberty to neglect ; and I know not who were in town 
under whose cover I could send my letter. I rejoice 
to hear that you are so ■well, and have a delight par- 
ticularly sympathetick in the recovery of Mrs. Burney.” 

To Mr. Langton. Aug. 25. The kindness of 
y^ur last letter, and my omission to answer it, begins 
toi|^e you, even in my opinion, a right to recriminate, 
<^harge me with forgetfulness for the absent. I 
prcf/ ^ The celebrated Miss Fanny Burney, 
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will, therefore, delay no longer to give an account of 
myself, and wish I could relate what would please 
either myself or my friend —On July 13 I left London, 
partly in hope of help from new air and change of 
place, and partly excited by the sick man’s impatience 
of the present. I got to Lichfield in a stage vehicle, 
with very little fatigue, in two days, and had the con- 
solation ^ to find that since my last visit my three old 
acquaintance are all dead. — July 20, I went to Ash- 
bourne, where I have been till now ; the house in 
which we live is repairing. I. live in too much soli- 
tude, and am often deeply dejected : I wish we were 
nearer, and rejoice in your removal to London. A 
friend, at once cheerful and serious, is a great acquisi- 
tion. Let us not neglect one another for the little 
time which providence allo\vs us to hope. — Of my 
health I cannot tell you wLat my wishes persuaded 
me to expect, that it is much improved by the season 
or by remedies. I am sleepless ; my legs grow weary 
with a very few steps, and the water breaks its boun- 
daries in some degree. The asthma, however, has 
remitted ; my breath is still much obstructed, but is 
more free than it was. Nights of watchfulness produce 
torpid days; I read very little, though I am alone; 
for I am tempted to supply in the day what I lost in 
bed. This is my history ; like all other histories, a 
narrative of misery. Yet am I so much better than in 
the beginning of the year that I ought to be ashamed 
of complaining. I now sit and w-rite with very little 
sensibility of pain or weakness ; but when I rise I 
shall find my legs betraying me. Of the money which 
you mentioned I have no immediate need; keep it, 
however, for me, unless some exigence requires it 
Your papers I will shew you certainly when you would 
see them ; but I am a little angry at you for not keep> 
ing minutes of your own accefium ef expensimi^ and 
think a little time might be spared from iVristophanes 

^ [Probably some word lias been here omitted before cofisolation ; 
perhaps sad, or miserable ; or the word consolatiort has been printed 
by mistake instead of martijicaiion : — but the original letter not 
being now [179S] in Mr. Langton's bands, the errour {if it be one): 
cannot be corrected.—- M.] 


for the res familiares. Forgive me, for I mean well. 
I hope, dear Sir, that you and Lady Hothes, and all 
the young people, too many to enumerate, are well 
and happy. God bless you all” 


;To^Mr. Windham. August. “ The tenderness 
mth which you have been pleased to treat me through 
my long illness neither health nor sickness can, I 
hope, make me forget; and you are not to suppose 
that after we parted you were no longer in my mind, 
j^ut what can a sick mmi say but that he is sick ? His 
thoughts are necessarily concentered in himself: he 
neitner receives nor can give delight; his enquiries 
are after alleviations of pain, and his efforts are to 
catch some momentary comfort.—Though I am now 
in the neighbourhood of the Peak, you must expect 
no account of its wonders, of its hills, its waters, its 
caverns, or its mines; but I will tell you, dear Sir 
what I hope you will not hear with less satisfaction,^ 
that, for about a week jiast, my asthma has been less 
afflictive.'' 

Lichfield, October 2. ‘‘ I believe you had been 

long enough acquainted with the phcB7to7}ie?ict of sick- 
ness not to be surprised that a sick man wishes to be 
whem he is not, and where it appears to every body 
but himself that he might easily be without having 
the resolution to remove. I thought Ashbourne a 
solitary place, but did not come hither till last Mon- 
day.— I have here more company, but my health has 
tor this last week not advanced; and in the languor 
of disease how little can be done I Whither or when 
i shall make my next remove I cannot tell ; but I 
entreat you, dear Sir, to let me know from time to time 
where you may be found, for your residence is a very 
powerful attractive to, Sir, your most humble servant.^' 


Mr. 

''dear SIR, 

" I CANNOT but flatter 
for me will make you glad 
in what state. 


Perkins. 

myself that your kindness 
to know where I am, and 
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I have been struggling very hard with my diseases. 
My breath has been very much obstructed, and the 
water has attempted to encroach upon me again. I 
passed the first part of the summer at Oxford, after- 
wards I went to Lichfield, thence to Ashbourne, in 
Derbyshire, and a week ago I returned to Lichfield. 

My breath is now much easier, and the water is 
in a great measure run away, so that I hope to see 
you again before winter. 


^'Please make my. compliments to Mrs. Perkins, 
and to Mr. and Mrs. Barclay. I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

‘‘Sam. Johnson.” 

Lichneld, Oct. 4, 1784." 


“ To THE Right Hon. William Gerard 
Hamilton. 

“dear SIR, 

“Considering what, reason you gave me in the 
spring to conclude that you took part in whatever 
good or evil might befal me, I ought not to have 
omitted so long the account which I am now about 
to give you. — My diseases are an asthma and a 
dropsy, and, what is less curable, seventy-five. Of 
the dropsy, in the beginning of the summer, or in the 
spring, I recovered to a degree which struck with 
wonder both me and my physicians : the asthma now 
is likewise for a time very much relieved. I went to 
Oxford, where the asthma was very tyrannical, and 
the dropsy began again to threaten me; but season- 
able physick stopped the inundation : I then returned 
to London, and in July took a resolution to visit 
Staffordshire and Derbyshire, where I am yet strug- 
gling with my disease. The dropsy made another 
attack, and was not easily ejected, but at last gave 
way. The asthma suddenly remitted in bed, on the 
13th of August, and though now very oppressive, is, 
I think, still something gentler than it was before the 
remission. My limbs are miserably debilitated, and 
my nights are sieepless and tedioiis.----When you read 
this, dear Siiy you are not sorry that I \vrote no 


sooner. I will not prolong my complaints. I hope 
stul to see you tn a happier hour^ to talk over what 
we have often talked, and perhaps to find new topicks 
of merriment or new incitements to curiosity. 

“ I am, dear Sir, &c., 

■■ Lichfeld, Oct. ao, X784." “ 


“To John Paradise, Esq.» 

“ DEAR SIR, 

Though in all my summer’s excursion I have 
given you no account of myself, I hope you thlnl- 
Detter of me than to imagine it possible for me to 
lorget you, whose kindness to me has been too great 
and too constant not to have made its impression on 
a harder breast than mine. — Silence is not verv 
culpable when nothing pleasing is suppressed. It 
would have alleviated none of your complaints to 
nave read my vicissitudes of evil. I have struggled 
hard with very formidable and obstinate maladies- 
and, though I cannot talk of health, think all praise 
due to my Creator and Preserver for the continuance 
o my life. The dropsy has made two attacks, and 
has given way to medicine; the asthma is very 
oppressive, but that has likewise once remitted. I 
am very weak and very sleepless ; but it is time to 
conclude the tale of misery.— I hope, dear Sir, that 
you grow better, for you have likewise your share of 
human evil, and that your lady and the youno- 
charmers are well. ^ 

“ I am, dear Sir, &c., 

“Lichfield, Oct. .7. 1784. •• “Sam. Johnson.” 

ConsuTaf SMnif® Esq., his Britannick Majesty's 

andaeorS%1Sfatao^^ 

iAxi. 1 aradise died December 12, 1795. M.] 


17^34 i O MR. NICOL AND MR. CRUIKSHANK 70S 


''To Mr. George Nicol.^ 

" dear sir, 

"Since we parted I have been much oppressed 
by my asthma, but it has lately been less laborious. 
When I sit I am almost at ease, and I can w^alk, 
though yet very little, with less difficulty for this week 
past than before. I hope I shall again enjoy my 
friends, and that you and I shall have a little more 
literary conversation. — Where I now am every thing 
is very liberally provided for me but conversation. 
My friend is sick himself, and the reciprocation of 
complaints and groans affords not much of either 
pleasure or instruction. What we have not at home 
this town does not supply, and I shall be glad of a 
little imported intelligence, and hope that you will 
bestow, now and then, a little time on the relief and 
entertainment of, Sir, 

"Yours, &c., 

"Sam. Johnson,” 

“ Ashbourne, Aug, 19, 1784.” 

“To Mr. Cruikshank. 

" DEAR SIR, 

“ Do not suppose that I forget you ; I hope I 
shall never be accused of forgetting my benefactors. 

I had, till lately, nothing to write but complaints upon 
complaints, of miseries upon miseries ; but within this 
fortnight I have received great relief. — Have your 
Lectures any vacation? If you are released from 
the necessity of daily study, you may find time for a 
letter to me.— -[In this letter he states the particulars 
of his case.]— In return for this account of my health 
let me have a good, account of yours, and of your 
prosperity in all your undertakings. 

" I am, dear Sir, yours, &c. 

"Sam. Johnson.” 

“ Ashbourne, Sept, 4, 1784.” 
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To Mr. Thomas Davies. August 14 , — “The 
tenderness with which you always treat me makes me 
culpable in my own eyes for having omitted to write 
in so long a separation ; I had, indeM, nothing to 
say that you could wish to hear. All has been hitherto 
, misery accumulated upon misery, disease corroborating 
disease, till yesterday my asthma was perceptibly and 
unexpectedly mitigated. I am much comforted with 
this short relief, and am willing to flatter myself tha,t 
it may continue and improve. I have at present such 
a degree of ease as not only may admit the comforts, 
but the duties of life. Make my compliments to Mrs, 
Davies. — ^Poor dear Allen, he was a good man.” 

To Sir Joshua Reynolds. Ashbourne, July 21. 
“ The tenderness with which I am treated by my 
friends makes it reasonable to suppose that they are 
desirous to know the state of my health, and a desire 
so benevolent ought to be gratified,— I came to Lich- 
field in two days without any painful fatigue, and on 
Monday came hither, where I purpose to stay and try 
w'hat air and regularity will effect. I cannot yet 
persuade myself that I have made much progress in 
recovery. My sleep is little, my breath is very much 
encumbered, and my legs are very weak. The water 
has increased a little, but has again run off. The 
most distressing symptom is want of sleep.” 

August 19. “Having had since our separation 
little to say that could please you or myself by saying, 

I have not been lavish of useless letters ; but I flatter 
myself that you will partake of the pleasure with 
which I can now^ tell you that about a week ago I 
felt suddenly a sensible remission of my asthma, and 
consequently a greater , lightness of action and motion. 
—Of this grateful alleviation I know not the cause, 
nor dare depend upon its continuance, but while it 
lasts I endeavour to enjoy it, and am desirous of | 
communicating, while it lasts, my pleasure to my I 
friends. — Hitherto, dear Sir, I had written before the i 
post, wLich stays in this to\Yn but a little w^hile, 
brought me your letter. Mr, Davies seems to have 
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represented my little tendency to recovery in terms 
too splendid. I am still restless, ! still weak, still 
watery, but the asthma is . less oppressive- ■ — Poor 
Ramsay ! On which side soever I turn mortality 
presents its formidable frown. I left three old friends 
at Lichfield when I was last there, and now found 
them all dead. I no sooner lost sight of dear Allen 
than I am told that I shall see him no more. That 
’we must all die we always knew; I wish I had 
sooner remembered it. Do not think me intrusive 
or importunate if I now call, dear Sir, on you to 
remember it.” 

Sept. 2. “ I am glad that a little favour from the 
court has intercepted your furious purposes. I could 
not m any case have approved such pub lick violence 
of resentment, and should have considered any who 
encouraged it as rather seeking sport for themselves 
than honour for you. Resentment gratifies him who 
intended an injury, and pains him unjustly who did 
not intend it. But all this is now superfluous.— I still 
continue by God’s mercy to mend. My breath is 
easier, my nights are quieter, and my legs are less in 
bulk, and stronger in use. I have, however, yet a 
great deal to overcome, before I can yet attain even 
an old man’s health. — Write, do write to me now and 
then; we are now old acquaintance, and perhaps few 
people have lived so much and so long together with 
less cause of complaint on either side. The retrospec- 
tion of this is very pleasant, and I hope, we shall never 
think on each other with less kindness.” 

Sept. 9, I could not answer your letter before 
this day, because I went on the sixth to Chats worth, 
and did not come back till the post was gone.— Many 
words, I hope, are not necessary between you and me 
to convince you what gratitude is, excited in my heart 
by the Chancellor’s liberality and your kind offices. I 
did not indeed expect that .what was asked by the 
Chancellor would have been refused,' b ut, . since it has, 
we will not teir that any thing has been asked.— I have 

1 Allan Raiusay^ Esq. , painter to hi;5 Majesty ..whp died August io» 
1784, in the 71st year of his age, much rogtetted by his friends. 


enclosed a letter to the Chancellor, which when you 
have read it you will be pleased to seal with a head, 
or other general seal, and convey it to him ; had I 
sent it directly to him I should have seemed to over- 
look the favour of your invention.-— My last letter told 
you of my advance in health, which, I think, in the 
whole still continues. Of the hydropick tumour there 
is now very little appearance ; the asthma is much less 
troublesome, and seems to remit something day after 
day. I do not despair of supporting an English 
winter. — At Chatsworth I met young Mr. Burke, who 
led me very commodiously into conversation with the 
Duke and Duchess. We had a very good morning. 
The dinner was publick.’^ 

Sept. 1 8. flattered myself that this week would 
have given me a letter from you, but none has come. 
Write to me now and then, but direct your next to 
Lichfield. — I think, and I hope am sure, that I still 
grow better ; I have sometimes good nights ; but am 
still in my legs weak, but so much mended that I go 
to Lichfield in hope of being able to pay my visits on 
foot, for there are no coaches. — I have three letters 
this day, all about the balloon; I could have been 
content with one. Do not write about the balloon, 
whatever else you may think proper to say.^' 

October 2. “ I am always proud of your approba- 
tion, and therefore was much pleased that you liked 
my letter. When you copied it you invaded the 
Chancellor's right rather than mine. — The refusal I i 
did not expect, but I had never thought much about j 
it, for I doubted whether the Chancellor had so much | 
tenderness for me as to ask. He, being keeper of the | 
King's conscience, ought not to be supposed capable ^ 
of an improper petition. — All is not gold that glitters, ; 
as we have often been told ; and the adage is verified ? 
in your place and my favour ; but if what happeris . 
does not make us richer, we must bid it welcome if } 
:t makes us wiser.— I do not at present grow better, | 
nor much worse; my hopes, however, are somewhat = 
abated, and a very great loss is the loss of hope, but ; 
I struggle on as I can," ! 
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To Mr. John Nichols. Lichfield, Oct. 20. When 
you were here you were pleased, as I am told, to think 
my absence an inconvenience. I should certainly 
have been very glad to give so skilful a lover of anti- 
quities any information about my native place, of 
which, however, I know not much, and have reason 
to believe that not much is known. —-Though I have 
not given you any amusement, I have received amuse- 
ment from you. At Ashbourne, where I had very 
little company, I had the luck to borrow ‘ Mr. Bowyer's 
Life J^ a book so full of contemporary history that a 
literary man must find some of his old friends. I 
thought that I could, now and then, have told you 
some hints w^orth your notice ; and perhaps we may 
talk a life over. I hope -we shall be much together ; 
you must now” be . to me wLat you were before, and 
what dear Mr. Allen w”as besides. He was taken un- 
expectedly away, but I think he was a very good naan. 
— I have made little progress in recovery. I am very 
weak, and very sleepless : but I live on and hope.'’ 

This various mass of correspondence, which I have 
thus brought together, is valuable, both as an addition 
to the store wdiich the pub lick already has of John- 
son’s writings, and as exhibiting a genuine and noble 
specimen of vigour and vivacity of mind, which neither 
age nor sickness could impair or diminish. 

It may be observed that his writing in every w^ay, 
whether for the pubiick or privately to his friends, 
was by fits and starts ; for we see frequently that many 
letters are written on the same day. When he had 
once overcome his aversion to begin, he was, I suppose, 
desirous to go on, in order to relieve his mind from 
the uneasy reflection of delaying what he ought to do. 

While in the country, notwdthstanding the accumu- 
lation of illness wLich he endured, his mind did not 
lose its powers. He translated an Ode of Horace, 
which is printed in his wmrks, and composed several 
prayers. I shall insert one of them, which is so wise 
and energetick, so philosophical and so pious, that 1 
doubt not of its affording consolation to many a sincere 
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ehristian, when in a state of* mind to which I believe 
the best are sometimes Tiable. ^ 

And here Tam enabled fully to refute a very unjust 
reflection by Sir John Hawkins, both against Dr. John- 
son and his faithful servant, Mr, Francis Barber; as 
if both of them had been guilty of culpable neglect 
towards a person of the name of Heeiy, whom Sir 
Johm chooses to caU a rehtion oi Dr. Johnsoh 'S. The 
fact is that Mr. Heeiy was not his relation ; he had 
indeed been married to one of his cousins, but she 
had died without having children, and he had married 
another woman; so that even the slight connectioh 
which there once had been by alliance was dissolved. 
Dr. Johnson, who had shewn very great liberality to 
this man while his first wife was alive, as has appeared 
in a former part of this work,^ was humane and chari-t 
fable enough to continue his bounty to him occasion 
ally; but surely there was no strong call of duty upon 
him or upon his legatee to do more. The following 
letter, obligingly communicated to me by Mr. Andrew 
Strahan, will confirm what I have stated : 


To Mr. Heely, No. 5, in Pye-street, 
Westminster. 

“ SIR, 

'' As necessity obliges you to call so soon again 
upon me, you should at least have told the smallest 

a?zd perplexing fhought^. “O Lord mv 
Maker and Protector, who has graciously sent me into this wwld 
to vvork out my. salvation, enable me to drive from me all such 
thoughts as may mislead or hinder me hi 
the piactice of those duties which Thou hast required When I 
behold the works of thy hands, and consider the course of thy 
providence, give me grace always to remember that thy thoughts 

ways. And while it shall 
to be done, 

and httk to be known teach me, by thy Holy Spirit, to withdraw 
my mind from unf^ofitable and dangerous enquiries, from difficulties ' 
m ^ uf ^ 1 ’ • ^^^^oubts impossible to be solved. Let me rejoice ' 
Thou hast imparted, let me serve I’hee with acdve ’ 
zeal and humble confidence, and wait with patient expectation for I 
the time in which the soul which Thou receivest shall be satisfied 
with knowledge. Grant this, O Lord, for Jesus CTmisU 

" 2 Vol. L p. 4ii. '■ ■ 
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sum that will supply y our present want ; you cannot 
suppose that I have niiich to spare. Two guineas is 
as much as you ought to be behind with your creditbr. 
—If you wmt on Mr. Strahan, in New-street/ Fettei^ 
lane, or in his absence on Mr. Andrew Strahan, show 
this, by which they are entreated to advance you two 
guineas, and to keep this as a voucher. 

I am, Sir, 

“ Your humble servant, 

/ , “ Sam. Johnson.’" 

" Ashbourne, Ang. 12, 1784.” 

Indeed it is very necessary to keep in mind that Sir 
John Hawkins has unaccountably viewed Johnson’s 
character and conduct in almost every particular with 
an unhappy prejudice.^ 

We now behold Johnson for the last time in his 

^ I shall add one instance only to those which I have thought it 
incumbent on me to point out. Talking of Mr. Garrick's having 
signified his willingness to let Johnson have the loan of any of his 
books to assist him in his edition of Shakspeare ; Sir John says 
(page 44^,) “ Mr. Garrick knew not what risque he ran by this offer. 
Johnson had so strange a forgetfulness of obligations of this sort 
that few who lent him books ever saw them again.” This surely 
conveys a most unfiivourable insinuation, and has. been so under- 
stood. Sir John mentions the single case of a curious edition of 
Politian, which he tells us appeared to belong to Pembroke College, 
which, probably, had been considered by Johnson as his own for 
upwards of fifty years. Would it not be fairer to consider this as 
an inadvertence, and draw no general inference? The truth is that 
Jdhnson was "so attentive that, in .one of his mafiiiscripts in my 
possession, he has marked in ttvo columns books borrow'ed and 
books lent, • ■ 

In Sir John Hawkins’s compilation there are, however, some 
passages concerning Johnson which hhve unquestionable merit. One 
of them I shall transcribe, .in Justice to a writer whom I have had 
too much occasion to censure, and to shew my fairness as the bio- 
grapher of my illustrious friend : ‘‘ There was wanting in his con- 
duct and behaviour that dignity which results from a regular and 
orderly course of action, and by. an irresistible pow'er commands 
esteem. He could not be said to be a staid man, nor so to have 
adjusted in his mind the balance of reason and passion' as to give 
occasion to say what maybe observed of some men, that all they 
do is just, fit, and right.” Yet a judicious friend well suggests, “It 
might, however, have been added that such men are often merely 
just, and rigidly correct, while their hearts are cold and unfeeling ; 
and that Johnson’s virtues Were of a much higher tone than those 
of the i/azV/, here described.” 



native city, for which he ever retained a warm affec- 
tion and which, by a sudden apostrophe, tinder the 
word JLich, he introduces with reverence into his 
immortal Work, The English Dictionary : — “Salve 
magm parens While here he felt a revival of S 

an instance of which 
appeared in his ordenng the grave-stone and inscrip- 

J^wly'^awd “‘■'•“•“Uy.nd 

Whim H’"' ^ Clergyman, with 

whom he now formed an intimacy, so as to talk to 

noT in* cr mentioned that he could 

A accuse himself of having been an 

undutiful son “Once, indeed, (said he,)® was dfs 
to attend my father to Uttoxeter 
h Pnde was the source of that refusal, and the 
remernbrance of it was painful. A few years ao-o T I 
desired to atone for this fault. I went tl UttoxeteJ ! 
in very bad weather, and stood for a considerable * 

spot ”4™ 

aid I contrition I stood! ' 

and I hope the penance was expiatory.” I 

vlshf J°ld him (says Miss Seward) in one of my latest ' 
visits to him of a wonderful learned pig whichM had I 

IT f ; and which did LIr thS we half ' 

erved exhibited by dogs and horses. The subiect i 
amused him. ‘ Then fsaid h^ Wk.. • ■‘oe sunject 

men, .^said he,) the pigs are a race I 

and The 

me by the reverend Dr, Vyse, from 

has now before him a record nf ri-Cleik : Mr. Simpson 

the Corporation of Lichfield^in the n 

and learning of Dr. Johnson’ “erits 

hie market-place, the two fronts of wh.vP’i* corner house in 
Broad-market-street, stood upon wastPlSd 
under a forty years' lease whirh land of the Corporation, 

Angush pepat a cSon-M rth^S^» O" X5th of 
ordered (and that without any solicitation "'as 

granted to Samuel Johnson. Doctof i "wl o? be 

at his house, for the term of ninetv n?n ^ ^ encroachments 

\VUS five shillings. Of which, as ?own-ClSf ’Mr*|- "‘’“b 

honour and pleasure of infomiing hTm and 'tw'i 
apept It without paving anv fine on “ ‘ desired to 

afterwards granted, wd the Doctor died nos“S°?' P,'?'’ 

*' See voL i. p. n, oraied possessed of this property.” 
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unjustly calumniated. Pig has, it seems, not been 
wanting to man, but man to pig. We do not allow 

Henry White, who was present, observed that if this 
instance had happened in or before Pope’s time he 
wou d not have been justified in instancing the swine 
as the lowest degree of grovelling instinct. Dr. John- 
son seeined pleased with the observation, while the 
person who made it proceeded to remark that grSt 

employed ere the indocility 
of the anirnal could have been subdued.—' Certainly 

^ • I ‘ ^ ‘ Then (said 

hff 1 complain; he would have 

and^nrof'^ *6 first year if he had not been educated, 
and piotracted existence is a good recompense for 
very considerable degrees of torture.’” 

As Johnson had now very faint hopes of recovery 

ft"mDht to him. 

It might have been supposed that he would naturally 

have chosen to remain in the comfortable house of 

his beloved \nfes daughter, and end his life where 

1 animated and 

lotty spiiit, and however complicated diseases might 
depress ordinary mortals, all who saw him beheld and 
acknowledged the tfivicttm aniimm Catonis.'^ Such 
was his intellectual ardour even at this time that he 
said to one fnend, “Sir, I look upon every day to be 
los in which I do not make a new acquaintance;” 
and to another, when talking of his illness, “ I will be 
conquered ; I will not capitulate.” And such was 
his love of London, so high a relish had he of its 

CiLro ■ in “hlf ^ applicable to Johnson what 

^iceio, in Ills Cato Majoi?, says of enhn 

icinguescens succmnbebaf 

donhVf it may be 

Ime senTe by any other original writer in the 

perhaps the most correct translation of 

VOL. II. 
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magnificent extent, and variety of intellectual enters 
tainment, that he languished when absent from it, his 
mind haying become quite luxurious from the long 
habit of enjoying the metropolis;, and, therefore, 
although at Lichfield, surrounded with friends who 
loved and revered him, and for whom he had a very 
sincere affection, he still found that such conversation 
as London affords could be found nowhere else. 
These feelings, joined, probably, to some flatter- 
ing hopes of aid from the eminent physicians and 
surgeons in London, who kindly and generously at- 
tended him without accepting fees, made him resolve 
to returnito the capital. 

From Lichfield he came to Birmingham, where 
he passed a few days with his worthy old school- 
fellow, Mr. Hector, who thus writes to me: “He 
was very solicitous with me to recollect some of our 
most early transactions, and transmit them to him, 
for I perceived nothing gave him greater pleasure 
than calling to mind those days of our innocence. | 
I complied with his request, and he only received 
them a few days before his death. I have transcribed 
for your inspection exactly the minutes I wrote to 
himf^ This paper having been found in his reposi- 
tories after his death, Sir John Hawki^ps has inserted 
it. entire, and I have made occasional use : of it, and 
other communications from Mr. Hector,^ in the course 
of this Work. I have both visited and corresponded i 
with him since Dr. Johnson’s death, and by my en- s 
quiries concerning a great variety of particulars have 
obtained additional information. I followed the same 

^ It is a most agreeable circumstance attending the publication of 
this Work that Mr. Hector has survived his illustrious schoolfellow 
^0 many, years'; ;that he still retains his health and spirits ; and has 
gratified me with the following acknowledgement : “I thank you, 
most sincerely thank you,, for the great and long continued entertain- * 
ment your Life of Dr. Johnson has afforded me, and others of my I 
particular friends." Mr. Hector, besides setting me right as to the ! 
verses^on a sprig off Myrtle, (see vol. i. p. 55, note,) has favoured | 
me with two English odes written by Dr. Johnson at an early I 
period of his life, which will appear; in ray edition of his Poems. * ! 

[This early and worthy friend of Johnson died at Birmingham^ i 
September 2, 1794.— -M.J ■ " ' | 
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mode with the Reverend Dr, Taylor, in whose presence 
I wrote down agood deal of ;what he could tell ; and 
he, at my request, signed his name, to give it authen- 
ticity. It is very rare to find any person who is ahle 
to give a distinct account of the life even of one whom 
he has known intimately, without questions being put 
to^ theni. My friend Dr. Kippis has told me that on 
this account it is a practice with him to draw out a 
biographical catechism. : 

Johnson then proceeded to Oxford, where he was 
again kindly received by Dr. Adams, ^ who was pleased 
to give me the following account in one of his letters, 
(Feb. 17th, 1785 :) ‘‘His last visit was, I believe, to 
my house, which he left, after a stay of four or five 
days. We had much serious talk together, for which 
I ought to be the better as long as TTive. You will 
remember some discourse which we had in the summer 

1 [This amiably and excellent ' man survived Dr. Johnson about 
four years, havingf died in January 1789, at Gloucester, where a 
Monument is erected to his memory, with the following inscription 

Sacred to the Memory of 
William Adams, D.D. 

Master of Pembroke College, Oxford, 

Prebendary of this Cathedral, and • 

Archdeacon of Llaiidaff. 

Ingenious, Learned,, Eloquent, 

He ably defended the Truth of Christianity. ' 

Pious, Benevolent, and Charitable, 

He successfully inculcated its sacred Precepts. 

Pure, and un deviating in his own , Conduct, 

He was tender and compassionate to the Failings of others. 

Ever anxious for the; welfare and happiness of Mankind, 

He was on all occasions forward to encourage, 

Works of publick Utility, and extensive Beneficence. 

In the Government of the College over which he presided, 

His vigilant Attention was- uniformly exerted 
To promote the important Objects of the institution : 

Whilst the mild Dignity of his Deportment, . 

His gentleness of Disposition, and urbanity of Manners, 
Inspired Esteem, Gratitude, and Aifeetion. 

Full of Days, and matured in Virtue, ; 

He died Jan. 13th, 1789, aged 82. 

^ A very just character of Dr. Adams may also be found in The 
Gentleman's Magazine” for 1789, Vol. LIX. p, 214. His only 
daughter (see p. 641) was married, in July 1788, to B. Hyatt of 
Painswick in Gloucestershire, Esq.— M.] 
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upon the subject of prayer, and the diificulty of this 
sort of composition. _ He reminded me of this, and of 
my haying wished him to try his hand and to give us 
a specimen of the style and manner that he approved. 
He added that he was now in a right frame of mind' 
and as he could not possibly employ his time better he 

that no papers of his sort were left behind him, except 
sltStioi” suitable to his present 

tmn had not then received accurate informa- 

tion on this subject; for it has since appeared that 

neriod! been composed by him at different 

periods, which, intermingled with pious resolutions and 
some short notes of his life, were entitled by him 
_Prayers and Meditations,” and have, in pursuanc^ 
of his earnest requisition, in the hopes of doing good 
b^the 'r a judicious well-written Preface,’ 

them to whom he delivered 

_ nem. This admirable collection, to which I have 

bevTnf “ the course of this Work, evinces, 

beyond all his compositions for the publick, and all 
the eulogies of his friends and admirers, the sincere 
virtue and pmty of Johnson. It proves vrith un^. 

constitutional 

mhrmities, his earnestness to conform his practice to 
foe precepts of Christianity was unceasinj^ and that 

hfs to refer every transaction of 

ms life to the will of the Supreme Being. 

He arrived in London on the i 6 th of November 
an^d next day sent to Dr. Burney the following note' 
which I insert as foe last token of his remembrance of 
that ingenious and amiable man, and as another of the 
J»nyy™oft of tenderoeWaod benigStTof £ 

“Mr. Johnson, who came home last night sends 
his respects to dear Dr. Burney, and alT foe Sr 
Burneys, little and great.” <111 me dear 
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“ To Mr. Hector, in Birmingham. 

DEAR SIR, , 

‘Vl DID not reach Oxford until Priday morning, 
and then I sent Francis to see the balloon fly, but 
could not go myself. I stayed at Oxford till Tuesday, 
and then came in the common vehicle easily to London. 
I am as I was, and having seen Dr. Brocklesby am to 
ply the squills; but, whatever be their efficacy, this 
world must soon pass away. Let us think seriously 
on our duty.— I send my kindest respects to dear 
Mrs. Careless : let me have the prayers of both. We 
have all lived long, and must soon part. God have 
mercy on us, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

“I am, &c. 

‘‘Sam. Johnson.” 

London, November 17, 1784.” 

His correspondence with me, after his letter on the 
subject of my settling in London, shall now, so far as 
is proper, be produced in one series. 

July 26, he wrote to me from Ashbourne ; “ On the 
14th I came to Lichfield, and found every body glad 
enough to see me. On the 20th I came hither, and 
found a house half-built, of very uncomfortable appear- 
ance; but my own room has not been altered. That 
a man worn with diseases, in his seventy-second or 
third year, should condemn part of his remaining life 
to pass among ruins and rubbish, and that no incon- 
siderable part, appears to me very strange. — I know 
that your kindness makes you impatient to know the 
state of my health, in which I cannot boast of much 
improvement. I came through the journey without 
much inconvenience, but when I attempt self-motion 
I find my legs weak, and my breath very short ; this 
day I have been much disordered. I have no com- 
pany ; the Doctor ^ is busy in his fields, and goes to 
bed at nine, and his whole system is so different from 
mine that we seem formed for different elements; 
t Tbe Rev. Dr. Taylor. 
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I have, therefore, all . my amusement to seek within 
myself.’’ 

Having written to him in bad spirits, a letter filled 
with dejection and fretfulness, and at the same time 
expressing anxious apprehensions concerning him, on 
account of a dream which had disturbed me ; his 
answer was chiefly in terms of reproach, for a supposed 
charge of “affecting discontent, and^ indulging the 
vanity of complaint.” It, however, proceeded, “Write 
to me often, and write like a man. I consider your 
fidelity and tenderness as a great part of the comforts, 
which are yet left me, and sincerely wish we could be 
nearer to each other.— 

friend, life is very short, and very uncertain ; let us 
spend it as well as we can. My worthy neighbour, 
Allen, is dead. Love me as well as you can. Pay 
my respects to dear Mrs. Boswell. — Nothing ailed 
me at that time ; let your superstition at last have an 
end.” 

Feeling very soon that the manner in which he had 
written might hurt me, he two days afterwards, July 
28, wrote to me again, giving me an account of his I 
suferings ; after which he thus proceeds : “ Before 
this letter you will have had one which I hope you | 
will not take amiss ; for it contains only truth, and that | 
truth kindly intended. ^ ^5- -ss- Spartam quam \ 

nactus es orna; make the most and best of your lot, 
and compare yourself not with the few that are above 
you, but with the multitudes which are below you. 

-x- (jo Steadily forwards with lawful busi- 
ness or honest diversions. Temple says of the 

Dutchmen) ^<f// when you are not and pleased when 
you are ?iot a 7 igry I— ^ "j— This may seeni 

but an ill return for your tenderness ; but I mean it | 
well, for I love you with great ardour and sincerity. 
Pay my respects to dear Mrs. Boswell, and teach the | 
young ones to love nie.” | 

I unfortunately was so much indisposed during a 
considerable part of the year that it was not, or at 
least I thought it was hot, in my power to write to my 
illustrious friend as ’ formerly, or without expressing | 
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such complaints as offended hiinv Plaving conjured 
him not to do me the injustice of charging me with 
affectation, I was with much regret long silent. 
His kst letter to me then came, and affected me very 
tenderly': ■" 

“ To James Boswell, Esq. 

„ ^Jdear sir,'' 

“ I HAVE this summer sometimes amended and 
sometimes relapsed, but, upon the whole, have lost 
ground very much. My legs are extremely w^eak, and 
my breath very short, and the water is now increasing 
upon me. In, this uncomfortable state your letters 
used to relieve ; what is the reason that I have them 
no longer ? Are you sick or are y ou , sullen ? What- 
ever be the reason, if it be less than necessity, drive it 
away ; and of the short life that we have make the 
best use for yourself and for your- friends. 'v'"' 

Lam sometimes afraid that your omission to write has 
some real cause, and shall be glad to know that you 
are not. sick, and that nothing ill has befallen dear 
Mrs. Boswell, or any of your family. 

“ I am, Sir, your, &c. 

■ ‘‘Sam. Johnson,” 

V Lichfidd, Nov, 5, 17S4.” 

Yet it was not a. little painful to 'me to find that, in 
a paragraph of this letter which I have omitted, he 
still persevered in arraigning me as before, which w^as 
strange in him who had so much experience of what 
I suffered. I, however, wrote to him two as kind 
letters as I could ; the last of which came too late to 
be read by him, for his illness increased more rapidly 
upon him than I had apprehended ; but I had the 
consolation of being informed that he spoke of me 
oil his death-bed with affection^ and I look forward 
with humble hope of renewing our friendship in a 
better world. 

I now relieve the readers of this Work from any 
farther personal notice of its ■ authonr ; who, if he 
should be thGiight to have obtruded himself too much 
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iipon their attention, requests them to consider the 
peculiar plan of his biographical undertaking. 

Soon after Johnson’s return to the metropolis both 
the asthma and dropsy became more violent and 
distressful. He had for some time kept a journal in 
Latin of the state of his illness, and the remedies 
which he used, under the title of /Egri Ephemeris^ 
which he began on the 6th of July, but continued it 
no longer than the 8th of November ; finding, I 
suppose, that it was a mournful and unavailing register. 

It is in my possession, and is written with great care 
and accuracy. 

Still his love of literature ^ did not fail. A very 

* It is truly wonderful to consider the extent and constancy of 
Johnson’s literary ardour, notwithstanding the melancholy w'hich 
clouded and embittered his existence. Besides the numerous and 
various works which he executed, he had, at different times, formed 
schemes of a great many more, of which the following catalogue 
was given by him to Mr. Langton, and by that gentleman presented 
to his Majesty : , 

“ Divinity. i 

“A small book of precepts and directions for piety, the hint j 
taken from the directions in Morton's exercise. 

“ Philosophy, History, and Literature In general. 

“ History of Criticism, as it relates to judging of authours, from | 
Aristotle to the present age. An account of the rise and improve- j 
ments of that art ; of the different opinions of authours, ancient and 
modern. ^ i 

“ Translation of the History of Herodian. | 

“New edition of Fairfax’s Translation of Tasso, with notes, | 
glossary, &:c. 

“ Chaucer, a new edition of him, from manuscripts and old 
editions, with various readings, conjectures, remarks on his lan- 
guage, and the changes it had undergone from the earliest times to 
his age, and from his to the present ; with notes explanatory of 
customs, &c., and references to Boccace and other authours from 
whom he has borrowed, with an account of the liberties he has | 
taken in telling the stories; his life, and an exact etymological 
: glossary. 

“ Aristotle’s Rhetorick, a translation of it into English. 

“ A collection of Letters, translated from the modern writers, i 
with some account of the several authours. 

“ Oldham’s Poems, with notes, historical and critical. 

“ Roscommon’s Poems, with notes. 

“ Lives of the Philosophers, written with a polite air, in such a 
manner as may divert as well as instruct. 

“ History of the Heathen Mythology, with an explication of the 
fables, both allegorical and historical ; with references to the poets. 
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few days before his death he transmitted to his friend 
Mrr John Nichols a list of the authours of the Uni- 

" ‘ History of the State of Venice, in a. compendious manner. 
Aristotle s Ethicks, an English translation of them, with notes 

‘‘Geographical Dictionary, from the French. 

‘‘ Hierocles upon Pythagoras, translated into English, perhaps 
with notes. This is done by Norris. 

‘‘A book of Letters, upon all kinds of subjects. 

Claudian, a new edition of his works, notis vciTionwi, in 
the manner of Burman. 

“ Tally’s Tusculan questions, a translation of them. 

“ Tully’s De Naturd Deorum, a translation of those books 
‘ Benzos New History of the New World, to be translated. 

‘‘ Machiavel’s History of Florence, to be translated. 

“Histoiy of the Revival of Learning in Europe, containing an 
account of whatever contributed to the restoration of literature* 
such as controversies, printing, the destruction of the Greek empire” 
the encouragement of great men, with the lives of the most eminent 
patrons, and most eminent early professors of all kinds of learning 
in different countries. 

“A Body of Chronology, inverse, with historical notes. 

‘ ‘A Table of the Spectators, Tatlers, and Guardians, distinguished 
by figures into si.x degrees of value, with notes, giving the reasons 
of preference or degradation. 

_ ‘ ‘ A Collection of Letters from English authours, with a preface 
giving some account of the writers ; with reasons for selection, and 
cridcism upon styles ; remarks on each letter, if needful. 

‘ ‘ A Collection of Proverbs from various languages. Jan 6, —53. 
“A Dictionary to the Common Prayer, in imitation of Calmet’s 
Dictionary of the Bible. March, —52. 

“A Collection of Stories and Examples, like those of Valerius 
Maximus. Jan. 10, — 53. 

“ From A51ian, a volume of select Stories, perhaps from others. 
Jan. 28, —53. 

‘‘Collection of Travels, Voyages, Adventures, and Descriptions 
of Countries. 

“ Dictionary of Ancient History and Mythology. 

“ Treatise on the Study of Polite Literature, containing the history 
of learning, directions for editions, commentaries, &c. 

“Maxims, Characters, and Sentiments, after the manner of 
Bruyere, collected out of ancient authours, particularly the Greek, 
with Apophthegms. 

“ Classical Miscellanies, Select Translations from ancient Greek 
and Latin authours. 

‘ ‘ Lives of Illustrious Persons, as well of the active as the learned, 
in imitation of Plutarch. 

“Judgement of the learned upon English authours. 

“ Poetical Dictionary of the English tongue. 

“ Considerations upon the present state of London. 

“ Collection of Epigrams, with notes and observations. 

“ Observations on the English language, relating to words, 
phrases, and modes of Speech. 

“Minutiae Literariae, Miscellaneous reflections, criticisms, emen- 
dations, notes. 
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versal History, mentioning their several shares in that 
work. It has, according to his directioHi been de- 

‘‘ History of tHe Gbnstituti^ 

“ Comparison of Philosophical and Christian Morality, by sen- 
tences collected from the moralists and fathers. 

“ Plutarch’s Lives, in English, with notes. 

Poetry and works of Imagination. 

Hymn to Ignorance. 

The Palace of Sloth,— a, vision. 

“ Coluthus, tri be translated. 

“ Prejudice, --a poetical essay. 

“ The Palace of Nonsense,— a vision.’* 

Johnson's extraordinary facility of composition, when he shook off 
his constitutional indolence, and resolutely sat down to write, is 
admirably described by Mr. Courtenay, in his “ Poetical Review,” 
which I have several times quoted : 

“ While through life’s maze he sent a piercing view, 

His mind expansive to the object grew. 

With various stores of erudition fraught. 

The lively image, the deep-searching thought, 

Slept in repose ; — but when the moment press’d, 

The bright ideas stood at once confess’d ; 

Instant his genius sped its vigorous rays, 

And o'er the letter’d world diffus’d a blaze : 

As womb’d with fire the cloud electrick flies, 

And calmly o’er Ih’ horizon seems to rise : 

Touch’d by the pointed steel, the lightning flows, 

And all th’ expanse with rich effulgence glows.” 

We shall in vain endeavour to know with exact precision every 
production of Johnson’s pen. He owned to me that he had written 
about forty sermons ; but as I understood that he had given or sold 
them to different persons, who were to preach them as their own, he 
did not consider himself at liberty to acknowiedge them. Would 
those who were thus aided by him, wiio are stih alive, and the 
friends of. those who are dead, fairly inform the world, it would be 
obligingly gratifying a reasonable curiosity, to which there should, 

I think, now be no objection. Two volumes of them, published 
since his death, are sufficiently ascertained : (see p. 159.) — I have 
before me, in his hand-writing, a fragment of twenty quarto 
leaves of a translation into English' of Sallust, De Bello Catilinario. 
When it was done I have no notion ; but it seems to have no very 
superiour merit to mark it as his. Besides the publications hereto- 
fore mentioned, I am satisfied, front internal evidence, to admit also 
as genuine the following,; - which,, notwathstanding all my chrono- 
logical care, escaped me in the course of this work : 

_ “ Considerations on the , Case of Dr. Trapp’s Sermons,” f pub- 
lished in 1739, in the Gentleman's Magazine. It is a very ingenious 
defence of the , right of an autliour’s work, without being 

held as infringing his property. This is one of the nicest questions 
in the Law of Literature ; , and, L cannot help thinking that the 
indulgence of abridging is often exceedingly injurious to authours 
and booksellers, and should in very few cases be permittecl At 
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posited in the British Museum, and is printed in the 
Gentleman’s Magazine for December, 1 784.1 
During his sleepless nights he amused himself by 
translating into Latin verse, from the Greek, many of 
the epigrams in the A nthologia. These translations, 
with some other poems by him in Latin, he gave to 

any rate, to prevent difficult and uncertain discussion, and give an 
absolute security to authours in the property of their labours, no 
abridgement whatever should be permitted till after the expiration 
of such a number of years as the Legislature may be pleased to hx. 

But, though it has been confidently ascribed to him, I cannot 
allow that he wrote a Dedication to both Houses of Parliament of a 
book entitled “The Evangelical Histoiy Harmonized." He was 
no croaker; no declainier against times. He would not have 
written, “ That we are fallen upon an age in which corruption is 
not barely universal is universally confessed." Nor, “ Rapine-preys 
on the publick without opposition, and perjury betrays it without 
inquiry." Nor- would he, to excite a speedy reformation, have con- 
jured up such phantoms of terrour as these : A few years longer, 
and perhaps all endeavours will be in vain. We may be swallowed 
by an earthquake : we may be delivered to our enemies." This is 
not Johnsonian. 

There are, indeed, in this Dedication several sentences constructed 
upon the model of those of Johnson. But the imitation of the form, 
without the spirit of his style, has been so general, that this of itself 
is not sufficient evidence. Even our news-paper writers aspire to it. 
In an account of the funeral of Edwin, the comedian, in “ The 
Diary” of Nov. 9, 1790, that son of drollery is thus described : “A 
man who had so often cheered the sullenness of vacancy, and 
suspended the approaches of sorrow.” And in “ The Dublin Even- 
ing Post,” August 16, 1791, there is the following paragraph : “ It 
is a singular circumstance that in a city like this, containing 200,000 
people, there are three months in the year during which no place of 
public amusement is open. Long vacation is here a vacation from 
pleasure as well as business ; nor is there any mode of passing the 
listless evenings of declining summer but in the riots of a tavern or 
the stupidity of a coffee-house.” 

I have not thought it necessary to specify every copy of verses 
written by Johnson, it being niy intention to publish an authentick 
edition of all his Poetry,' with notes.' 

■ ^ [As the letter accompanying this list (which fully supports the 
observation in the text) was written but a week before Dr. Johnson’s 
death, the reader may not he displeased to find it here preserved : 

“ To Mr. Nichols.: ^ 

“ The late learned Mr. Swinton, having one day renuirked that 
one man, meaning, I suppose, no man but himself, could assign all 
the parts of the Ancient Universal History to their, proper authours, 
at the request of Sir Robert Chambers, or of myself, gave the account 
which 1 now transmit to you in his own hand ; ‘being willing that of 
so great a work the history should be known, and that each writer 
should receive his due proportion of praise fi-ora posterity. 

“I recommend to you to preserve this scrap of literary intelligence 
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his friend Mr. Langton, who, having added a few 
notes, sold them to the booksellers for a small sum 
to be given to some of Johnson’s relations, which was 
accordingly done; and they are printed in the 
collection of his works. 

A very erroneous notion has circulated as to John- 
son’s deficiency in the knowledge of the Greek language, 
partly owing to the modesty with which, from knowing 
how much there was to be learnt, he used to mention 
his own comparative acquisitions. When Mr. Cumber- 
land ^ talked to him of the Greek fragments which are 
so well illustrated in “The Observer,” and of the 
Greek dramatists in general, he candidly acknowledged 
his insufficiency in that particular branch of Greek 


in Mr. Swinton’s own hand, or to deposit it in the Museum, that 
the veracity of this account may never be doubted. 

“I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

Sam. Johnson.” 

“ Dec. 6, 1784.” 


Mr. S n. 

The History of the Carthaginians. 

IST umidians. 

^ Mauritanians. 

^ Goetulians. 

— — — Garamanthes. 

; Melano G^tulians. 

Nigritse. 

Cyrenaica. 

Marmarica. 

the Regio Syrtica. 

— ; Turks, Tartars, and Moguls. 

; — Indians. 

^ Chinese. 

Dissertation on the peopling of America. 

independency of the Arabs.-— 

The Cosmogony, and a small part of the History immediately 
following ; by Mr. Sale. 

To the birth of Abraham ; chiefly by Mr. Shelvock. 

History of the Jews, Gaials, and Spaniards ; by Mr. Psalmanazar. 
Xenophon’s Retreat ; by the same. 

History of the Persians and the Constantinopolitan Empire ; bv 
Dr. Campbell. 

History of the Romans ; by Mr. Bower. M.] 

CMr- Cumberland assures me that he was always treated with 
great courtesy by Dr. Johnson, who, in his “ Letters to Mrs. Thrale,” 
Vol. II. p. 68, thus speaks of that, learned, ingenious, and accom- 
plished gentleman : “ The want of company is an inconvenience, 
but Mr. Cumberland is a million,” 
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literature. Yet it may be said that, though not a 

great, he was a good Greek scholar. Dr. Charles 
Burney, the younger, who is universally acknow- 
ledged by the best judges to be one of the few 
men of this age who are very eminent for their skill 
in that noble language, has assured me that Johnson 
could give a Greek word for almost every English 
one ; and that, although not sufficiently conversant in 
the niceties of the language, he upon some occasions 
discovered, even in these, a considerable degree of 
critical acumen. Mr. Dalzel, Professor of Greek at 
Edinburgh, whose skill in it is unquestionable, men- 
tioned to me, in very liberal terms, the impression 
which was made upon him by Johnson in a conversa- 
tion which they had in London concerning that 
language. As Johnson, therefore, was undoubtedly 
one of the first Latin scholars in modern times, let 
us not deny to his fame some additional splendour 
from Greek. 

I shall now fulfil my promise of exhibiting speci 
mens of various sorts of imitation of Johnson’s style. 

In the “Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, 
1787,” there is an “ Essay on the Style of Dr. Samuel 
Johnson,” by the Reverend Robert Burrowes, whose 
respect for the great object of his criticism ^ is thus 
evinced in the concluding paragraph : “ I have singled 
him out from the whole body of English writers, 
because his universally-acknowledged beauties would 
be most apt to induce imitation; and I have treated 
rather on his faults than his perfections, because an 
essay might comprise all the observations I could 
make upon his faults, while volumes would not be 
sufficient for a treatise on his perfections^ 

Mr. Burrowes has analysed the composition of 
Johnson, and pointed out its peculiarities with much 
acuteness ; and I would recommend a careful perusal 

1 We must smile at a little inaccuracy of metaphor in the Preface 
to the Transactions, which is written by Mr. Burrowes. The critick 
of the style ^Johnson having, with a just zeal for literature, observedv 
that the whole nation are called on to exert themselves, afterwards 
says : “ They are called on by every tie which can have a laudable 
'influence on the heart of man.” ■ 
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of his Essay to those who, being captivated by the union 
of perspicuity and splendour which the writings of 
Johnson contain^ without having a sufficient portion 
of his vigour of mind, may be in danger of becoming 
bad copyists of his manner. I, however, cannot but 
observe, and I observe it to his credit, that this learned 
gentleman has himself caught no mean degree of the 
expansion and harmony which, independent of all 
other circumstances, characterise the sentences of 
Johnson. Thus, in the Preface to the volume in 
which the Essay appears, we find, If it be said that 
in societies of this sort too much attention is frequently 
bestowed on subjects barren and speculative, it may 
be answered that no one science is so little connected 
with the rest as not to afford many principles whose 
use may extend considerably beyond the science to 
which they primarily belong ; and that no proposition 
is so purely theoretical as to be totally incapable of 
being applied to practical purposes. There is no ap- 
parent connection between duration and the cycloidal 
arch, the properties of which duly attezrded to have 
furnished us with our best regulated methods of 
measuring time : and he who has made himself master 
of the nature and affections of the logarithmick curve 
is not aware that he has advanced considerably towards 
ascertaining the proportionable density of the air at its 
various distances from the surface of the earth.” 

The ludicrous imitators of Johnson's style are in- 
numerable. Their general method is to accumulate 
hard words, without considering that, although he was 
fond of introducing them occasionally, there is not a 
single sentence in all his writings where they are 
crowded together, as in the first: verse, the following 
imaginary Ode by him to Mrs. Thrale,! which appeared | 
in the news-paperS;; ; | 

‘‘ Cervistal cocior's viduafe dame, 

thou this gigantick frame, 

^7'ommbmg at thy shrine ; 

V Johnson’s wishing to unite himself with this rich widow was 
much talked of, but I believe without foundation. The report. 
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Sliallj by thy charm 

A captive in thy ambient arms, 
be, thine 

This, and a thousand other such attempts, are totail} 
unlike the original, which the writers imagined they 
were turning into ridicule. There is not similarity 
enough for burlesque, or even for caricature. 

Mr. CoLMAN, in his Prose on several occasions,” 
has “ A Letter from Lexiphanes ; containing Proposals 
fora Glossary ox Vocabulary of the Vulgar Tongue: 
intended as a Supplement to a larger Dictionary.” 
It is evidently meant as a sportive sally of ridicule on 
Johnson, whose style is thus imitated without being 
grossly overcharged. ‘‘ It is easy to foresee that the idle 
and illiterate will complain that I have increased their 
labours by endeavouring to diminish them ; and that 
I have explained what is more easy by what is more 
difficult--ignotum per ignotius. I expect, on the other 
hand, the liberal acknowledgements of the learned. 
He who is buried in scholastick retirement, secluded 
from the assemblies of , the gay, and remote from; the 
circles of the polite, will at once comprehend the 
definitions, and be grateful for such a seasonable and 
necessary elucidation of his mother-tongue.” Annexed 
to this letter is a short specimen of the work, thrown 

however, gave occasion to a poem, not without characteristical 
merit, entitled, “Ode to Mrs, Thrale, by Samuel Johnson, LL.D., 
on their supposed approaching Nuptials ; ” printed for Mr. Faulder, 
in Bond-street. — I shall quote as a specimen the first three stanzas 

‘ ‘ If e’er my fingers touch’d -the lyre,". 

In satire fierce, , in- pleasure gay ; , 

Shall not my Thralia's smiles inspire? 

Shall Sam refuse the sportive lay? 

“ My dearest Lady i view your slave, 
Beholdhimasyour'Very;5m^^-r 
Eager to write as authour grave,, ■ i 
Or govern well, the brewing-tub. 

“ To rich felicity thus raised,,. 

My bosom glows with amorous fire, 

Porter no longer shall be praised, 

'Tic T MVCTTT 1? am rh/r/rU' t PniS.rp.r 
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together in a vague and desultory manner, not even 
adhering to alphabetical concatenation.^ 

The serious imitators of Johnson's style, whether 
intentionally or by the imperceptible effect of its 
strength and animation, are, as I have had already 
occasion to observe, so many, that I might introduce 
quotations from a numerous body of writers in our 
language, since he appeared in the literary world. 
I shall point out the following : 

William Robertson, D.D. 

“ In other parts of the globe man, in his rudest 
state, appears as Lord of the creation, giving law to 
various tribes of animals which he has tamed and 
reduced to subjection. The Tartar follows his prey 
on the horse which he has reared, or tends his nu- 
merous herds which furnish him both with food and 
clothing ; the Arab has rendered the camel docile, and 
avails himself of its persevering strength; the Lap- 
lander has formed the rein-deer to be subservient to 
his will ; and even the people of Kamschatka have 
trained their dogs to labour. This command over 
the inferiour creatures is one of the noblest prerogatives 
of man, and among the greatest efforts of his wisdom 
and power. Without this his dominion is incomplete. 
He is a monarch who has no subjects ; a master with- 
out servants; and must perform every operation by 
the strength of his own arm.” ^ 

Edward Gibbon, Esq, 

“ Of all our passions and appetites, the love of 
power is of the most imperious and unsociable nature, 

1 “ Higledy piggledy, — Conglomeration and confusion. 

“ Hodge-podge, — A culinary mixture of heterogeneous ingre- 
dients ; applied metaphorically to all discordant combinations. 

“Tit FOR Tat, — A dequate retaliation. 

“ Shilly Shally, — Hesitation and irresolution. 

“ Fee ! fa ! fum ! — Gigantick intonations. 

“Rigmarole, — Discourse, incoherent and rhapsodical. 

“ Crincum-crancum, — L ines of irregularity and involution. 

_ “ Ding-dong, —T intinabulary chimes, used metaphorically to 
signify dispatch and vehemence.” 

2 “ History of America : '' Voi. i. quarto, D. 
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since the pride of one man requires the submission 
of the multitude. In the tumult of civil discord the 
laws of Society lose their force, and their place is 
seldom supplied by those of humanity. The ardour 
of contention, the pride of victory, the despair of 
, success, the memory of past injuries, and the fear of 

I future dangers, all contribute to inflame the mind and 

I to silence the voice of pity.” U 


Miss Burney. 

‘‘My family, mistaking ambition for honour and 
rank for dignity, have long planned a splendid con- 
nection for me, to which, though my invariable repug- 
nance has stopped any advances, their wishes and 
their views immovably adhere. I am but too certain 
they will now listen to no other. I dread, therefore, 
to make a trial where I despair of success; I know 
not how to risk a prayer with those who may silence 
me by a command.” ^ 

Reverend Mr. Nares.^ 

“ In an enlightened and improving age much per- 
haps is not to be apprehended from the inroads of 
mere caprice ; at such a period it will generally be 
perceived that needless irregularity is the worst of all 
deformities, and that nothing is so truly elegant in 
language as the simplicity of unviolated analogy.— 
Rules will, therefore, be observed, so far as they are 
known and acknowledged : but, at the same time, the 
desire of improvement having been once excited will 
not remain inactive ; and its efforts, unless assisted 

1 “ Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire," Vol. i. chap. iv. 

‘ ' Cecilia, ” Book vii. chap, i. 

The passage which I quote is taken from that gentleman’s 
Elements of Orthoepy; containing a distinct View of the 
whole Analogy of the English Language, so far as relates to 
Prommciatio 7 i, Accent, and Quantity," London, 1784. I beg leave 
to offer my particular acknowledgements to the authonr of a work 
of uncommon merit and great utility. I know no book which con- 
tains, in the same compass, more learning, polite literature, sound 
sense, accuracy of arransrement. anH n(^»-<5nirTn>.r — 
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by knowledge as 'much as they are prompted by zeal, 
win not unfrequently be found pernicious ; so that the 
very person^ whose intention it is to perfect the instru- 
ment of reason will deprave and disorder it unknow- 
ingly. At such a time, then, it becomes peculiarly 
necessary that the analogy of language should be fully 
examined and understood ; that its rules should be 
carefully laid down; and that it should be clearly 
known how much it contains, which being already 
right should be defended from change and violation ; 
how much it has that demands amendment ; and how’ 
much that, for fear of greater inconveniences, must, 
perhaps, be left unaltered, though irregular.” 

A distinguished authour in “The Mirror,” ^ a 
periodical paper, published at Edinburgh, has imitated 
Johnson very closely. Thus, in No. 16.— “The 
effects of the return of spring have been frequently : 
remarked as well in relation to the human mind as to 
the animal and vegetable world. The reviving power 
of this season has been traced from the fields to the 
herds that inhabit them, and from the lower classes of 
beings up to man. Gladness and joy are described 
as prevailing through universal Nature, animating the 
low of the cattle, the carol of the birds, and the pipe i 
of the shepherd.” | 

The Reverend Div Knox, master of Tunbridge-' | 
school, appears to have the imifari aveo of Johnson’s 
style perpetually in his mind : and to his assiduous, | 

though not servile, study of it we may partly ascribe I 

the extensive popularity of his writings.^ : I 

^ That collection was presented to Dr. Johnson, I believe by its 
authours ; and I heard him speak very well of it. 

2 It were to be wished that lie had imitated that great mhn in 
every respect, and had not followed the example of Dr. Adam Smith, 
in ungraciously attacldng his venerable Alma Mater, Oxford. It 
must, however, be observed that he is much less to blame than 
Smith : he only objects to certain particulars ; Smith to the whole 
institution ; though indebted for much of his learning to an exhibi- 
tion which he enjoyed for many years at Balliol College. Neither I 

of them, however, will do any hurt to the noblest university in the | 

world. While I animadvert on what appears to me exceptionable j 
in some of the works of Dr. Kno.x, I cannot refuse due praise to I 
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In his “ Essays, Moral and Literary/" No. 3, we 
find the following passage The p external 

grace may indeed be deferred' till the approach of man- 
hood. When Solidity is obtained by pursuing the 
modes prescribed by our fore-fathers/ then may the 
hie be used. The firm substance will bear attrition, 
and the lustre then acquired will be durable.’' 

There is, however, one in No. ii which is blown 
up into such tumidity as to be truly ludicrous. The 
writer means to tell us that Members of Parliament 
who have run in debt by extravagance will selb their 
votes to avoid an arrest,^ which he thus expresses 
“They who build houses and collect costly pictures 
and furnitures, with the money of an honest artisan or 
mechamck, will be very glad of emancipation from the 
hands of a bailiff by a sale of their senatorial suffrage.” 

But I think the most perfect imitation of Johnson 
is a professed one, entitled “ A Criticism on Gray’s 
Elegy in a Country Church- Yard/’ said to be written 
by Mr. Young, Professor of Greek, at Glasgow, and 
of which let him have the credit, unless a better title 
can be shewn. It has not only the particularities of 
Johnson’s style, but that very species of literary dis- 
cussion and illustration for w^hich he was eminent. 
Having already quoted so much from others, I shall 
refer the curious to this performance, with an assur- 
ance of much entertainment. 

Yet whatever merit there may be in any imitations 
of Johnson’s style, every good judge must see that 
they are obviously different from the original ; for all 

others of his productions ; particularly his sermons, and to the spirit 
with which he maintains, against presumptuous hereticks, the con- 
solatory doctrines peculiar to the Christian Revelation. This he 
has done in a manner equally strenuous and conciliating. Neither 
ought i to omit mentioning a remarkable instance of his candour : 
Notwithstanding the wide difference of our opinions upon the im- 
portant subject of University education, in a letter to me concerning 
this Work he thus expresses himself .: “ I, thank you for the very 
great entertainment your Life of Johnson gives me. It is a most 
valuable work. Yours is a new species of biography. Happy for 
Johnson that he had so able a recorder of his wit and wisdom.” 

. 1 Dr. Knox, in his Moral and Literary abstraction, may be ex- 
cused for hot knowing the political regulations of his country. No 
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of them are either deficient in its force or overloaded 
with its peculiarities ; and the powerful sentiment to 
which it is suited is not to be found. 

Johnson’s aifection for his departed relations seemed 
to grow warmer as he approached nearer to the time 
when he might hope to see them again. It probably 
appeared to him that he : should upbraid himself with 
unkind inattention, were he to leave the world with- 
out having paid a tribute of respect to their memory. 

Mr. Green, Apothecary, at Lichfield.^ 

'‘dear sir, 

“I HAVE enclosed the Epitaph for my Father, 
Mother, and Brother, to be all engraved on the large 
size, and laid in the middle aisle in St. Michael’s- 
church, which I request the clergyman and church- 
wardens to permit. 

“The first care must be to find the exact place 
of interment, that the stone may protect the bodies. 
Then let the stone be deep, massy, and hard ; and do 
not let the difference of ten pounds or more defeat 
our purpose. 

- “ I have enclosed ten pounds, and Mrs, Porter will 
pay you ten more,, which I gave her for the same 
purpose. What more is wanted shall be sent; and I 
beg that all possible haste may be made, for I wish to 
have it done while I am yet alive. Let me know, 
dear Sir, that you receive this. 

“ I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“Sam. Johnson.” 

Dec. 2, 1784.” 

“ To Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Lichfield.- 
■“ dear madam, 

“ I AM very ill, and desire your prayers. I have 
sent Mr. Green the Epitaph, and a power to call on 
you for ten pounds. 

See vqI. i. p. 776. 

7 [This lady, whose name so frequently occurs in the course of 
this work, survived Dr. Johnson just thirteen months. at 
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“ I laid this summer a stone over Tetty, in the 
chapel of Bromley, in Kent The inscription is in 
Latm,_^of which this is the English. [Here a trans- 
lation.] 

‘‘That this is done I thought it fit that you should 
know. What care will be, taken of us, who can tell ? 
May God pardon and bless us, for Jesus Christ’s 
sake. ■■ ■■ 

“ I am, &c. 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

“ Dec. 2, 1784.” 

My readers are now, at last, to behold Samuel John- 
son preparing himself for that doom from which the 
most exalted powers afford no exemption to man. 
Death had always been to him an object of terrour ; 
so that, though by no means happy, he still clung to 
life with an eagerness at which many have wondered 
At any time when he was ill he was very much pleased 
to be told that he looked better. An ingenious mem- 
ber of the Etmielian Chib ^ informs me that, upon one 
occasion, when he said to him that he saw health re- 
turning to his cheek, Johnson seized him by the hand 
and exclaimed, “Sir, you are one of the kindest friends 
I ever had.” 

His own state of his views of futurity will appear 
truly rational; and may, perhaps, impress the un- 
thinking with seriousness. 

“ You know, (says he,)^ I never thought confidence 
with respect to futurity any part of the character of a 
brave, a wise, or a good man. Bravery has no place 
where it can avail nothing ; wisdom impresses strongly 
the consciousness of those faults, of which it is, per- 
haps, itself an aggravation; and goodness, always 

Lichfield in her 71st year, January 13, 1786, and bequeathed the 
principal part of her fortune to the Rev, Mr. Pearson, of Lichfield. 
~~M.] ; . ' ■ 

^ A Club in London, founded by the learned and ingenious phy- 
sician, Dr. Ash, in honour of whose name it was called B'umeliaii, 
from the Greek Evix^Xia^ : though it was warmly contended, and 
even put to a vote, that it should have the more obvious appellation 
of Fraxinean, from the Latin. 

« Mrs. T'hrnlp'c; Unllp'Minn 
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wishing to be better, and imputing every deficience 
to criminal negligenee, and every fault to voluntary 
corruption, never dares to suppose the condition of 
forgiveness fulfilled, nor what is wanting in the crime 
supplied by penitence. 

“ This is the state of the best ; but what must be 
the condition of him whose heart will not suffer him 
to rank himself among the best or among the good ? 
Such must be his dread of the approaching trial as 
will leave him little attention to the opinion of those 
whom he is leaving for ever; and the serenity that is 
not felt it can be no virtue to feign.” 

His great fear of death, and the strange dark 
manner in which Sir John Hawkins imparts the un- 
easiness which he expressed on account of offences 
with which he charged himself, may give occasion to 
injurious suspicions, as if there had been, something 
of more than ordinary eriminality weighing upon his 
conscience. On that account, therefore, as well as j 
from the regard to truth which he inculcated, M am 
to mention (with all possible respect and delicacy, 
however,) that his. conduct, after he came to London, 
and had associated with Savage and others, was not 
so strictly virtuous, in one respect, as when he was a i 
younger man. It was well known that his amorous I 
inclinations were uncommonly strong and impetuous. | 
He owned to many of his friends that he used to take j 
women of the town to taverns and hear them relate j 
their history. — ^In short, i it must not be concealed 
that, like many other good and pious men, among 
whom we may place the apostle Paul upon his own 
authority, Johnson w^as . not free from propensities 
which- w^ere ever “ warring against the law of his 
mind,”-— and that in his combats with them he was 
sometimes overcome. 

Here let the profane and licentious pause ; let them 
not thoughtlessly say that Johnson was an hypocrite^ 
or that his were not firm, htcdxise his practice 

was not uniformly conformable to what he professed. 1 

Let the question be considered independent of j 

. what he said to Mr, Malone, p. 429, j 
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moral and religious associations ; , and no man will 
deny that thousands, in many instances, act against 
conviction. Is a prodigal, for example, an hypocrite 
when he owns he is satisfied that his extravagance 
will bring him to luin and misery ? We are S2ire he 
believes it; but immediate inclination, strengthened 
by indulgence, prevails over that belief in influencing 
his conduct. Why then shall credit be refused to the 
since? iiy of those who acknowfledge their persuasion of 
moral and_ religious duty, yet sometimes fail of living 
as it requires ? I heard Dr. Johnson once observe, 
y There is something noble in publishing truth, though 
it condemns one’s self.” V And one who said in his 
presence ‘‘he had no notion of people being in 
earnest in their good professions whose practice was 
not suitable to them” was thus reprimanded by him : 
— “Sir, are you so grossly ignorant of human nature 
as not to know that a man may be very sincere in 
good principles without having good practice ? ” ^ 

But let no man encourage or soothe himself in 
“presumptuous sin ” from. knowing that Johnson was 
sometimes hurried into indulgences which he thought 
criminal. I have exhibited this circumstance as a 
shade in so great a character, both from my sacred 
love of truth and to shew that he was not so weakly 
scrupulous as he has been represented by those who 
imagine that the sins, of which a, deep sense was upon 
his mind, were merely such little venial trifles as 
pouring milk into his tea on Good^Eriday. His 
understanding will, be defended by my statement, if 
his consistency of conduct be in some degree impaired. 
But what wise man would, for momentary gratifica- 
tions, deliberately subject himself to suffer such un- 
easiness as we find was experienced by; Johnson in 

^ Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, Sept. 14. On the same 
sabject, ill his Letter to Mrs. Thrale, dated Nov. 29, 1.783, he makes 
the following just observation : ^ ‘ Life, to be worthy of a rational 
being, must be always in progression ; we must always purpose to 
do more or better than in time past The: mind ; is enlarged and 
elevated by mere purposes, though they endias they began, by airy 
: contemplation. . We compare and judges- though we do not practise/' 

2 Ibid. Oct. 2 ^. ' ■■ . , : , . . . , ^ 
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reviewing his conduct as/conipared with his notion 
of the ethicks of the gospel? Let the following 
passages be kept in remembrance: God, giver 

and preserver of alb life, by whose power I was created, 
and by whose providence I am sustained, look down 
upon me with tenderness and mercy; grant that I 
may not have been created to be finally destroyed ; 
that I may not be preserved to add wickedness to 
wickedness.”^ — “O Lord, let me not sink into total 
depravity ; look down upon me, and rescue me at last 
from the captivity of sin.”^ — “Almighty and most 
merciful Father, who hast continued my life from 
year to year, grant that by longer life I may become 
less desirous of sinful pleasures, and more careful of 
eternal happiness.” Let not my years be multi- 
plied to increase my guilt; but as my age advances 
let me become more pure in my thoughts, more 
regular in my desires, and more obedient to thy 
laws.” “ Forgive, O merciful Lord, whatever I 
have done contrary to thy laws. Give me such a 
sense of my wickedness as may produce true con- 
trition and effectual repentance ; so that when I shall 
be called into another state I may be received among 
the sinners to whom sorrow and reformation have ob- 
tained pardon, for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.” ^ 
Such was the distress of mind, such the penitence 
of Johnson, in his hours of privacy and in his devout 
approaches to his Maker. His sinarity, therefore, 
must appear to every candid mind unquestionable. 

1’ I : It is of essential consequence to keep in view that 

there was in this excellent man’s conduct no false 
I principle of cofnnmtation, no deliberate indulgence in 

i sin, in consideration of a counterbalance of duty. 

I His offending and his repenting were distinct and 

separate : and when we consider his almost un- 

1 Prayers and Meditations, p. 47. 2 Ibid. p. 68. 

^ Ibid. p. 84. ■* Ibid. p. 120. s Ibid, p. 130. 

Dr. Johnson related, with very earnest approbation, a story of 
a gentleman who, in an impulse of passion, overcame the virtue of 
a young woman. When she said to him, “ I am afraid we have 
done wrong V he answered, “Yes, we have done wrong; —for I 
would not dedamk /ler miriety 
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! exampled attention to truth, his inflexible integnty, 
j his constant piety, who will dare to “ cast a stone at 
him ?” Besides, let . it never be forgotten that he 
cannot be charged with any offence indicating bad- 
ness of any thing dishonest, base, or malignant ; 
but that, on the contrary, he was charitable in an 
extraordinary degree : so that even in one of his own 
rigid judgements of himself, (Easter eve, 1781,) while 
he says, “I have corrected no external habits;” he 
is obliged to own, “I hope that since my last com- 
munion I have advanced, by pious reflections, in my 
submission to God and my benevolence to man.” ^ 

I am conscious that this is the most difficult and 
dangerous part of my biographical work, and I cannot 
but be very anxious concerning it. I trust that I have 
* got through it, preserving at once , my regard to truth,, 
— to my friend, — and to the interests of virtue and 
I religion. Nor can I apprehend that more harm can 
I ensue from the knowledge of the irregularities of John- 
I son, guarded as I have stated it, than from knowing 

^ that Addison and Parnell were intemperate in the use 

of wine ; which he himself, in his Lives of those cele- 
brated writers and pious men, has not forborne to- 
record. 

It is not my intention to give a very minute detail 
of the particulars of Johnson’s remaining days, of 
whom it was now evident that the crisis was fast 
approaching when he must like men^ md fall 
like one of ike Frincesr Yet it will be instructive, as 
well as gratifying to the curiosity of my readers, to 
record a few circumstances, on the authenticity of 
which they may perfectly rely, as I have been at the 
utmost pains to obtain an accurate account of his last 
illness from the best authority. 

Dr. Heberden, Dr. Brocklesby, Dr. Warren, and 
Dr. Butter, physicians, generously attended him, with- 
out accepting any fees, as did Mr. Criiikshank,. 
surgeon ; and all that could be done from professional 
skill and ability was tried to prolong a life so truly 
valuable. He himself, indeed, having, on account of 
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his very bad constitution, been perpetually applying 
himself to medical inquiries,, united His own efforts 
with those of the 'gentlemen who attended him ; and 
imagining that the dropsical collection of water which 
oppressed him might; be drawn off by making incisions 
in his body,, he, with his usual resolute defiance of 
pain, cut deep, when he thought that his surgeon had 
done it too tenderly.^ ' 

About eight or ten days before his death, when Dr. 
Brocklesby paid hii^ his morning visit, he seemed 
very low and desponding, and said, “ I have been as 
a dying man all night.’’ He, then emphatically broke 
out in the words of Shakspeare, 

Can’st thou not minister to a mind diseas’d; 

Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow ; 

. Raze out the written troubles of the brain ; 

And, with some sweet oblivious antidote, 

Cleanse the stuff’d bosom of that perilous stuff, 
Which weighs upon the heart? ” 

To which Dr. Brocklesby readily answer’d, from the 
same great poet : 

« _ — therein the patient 
Must minister to himself.” 

Johnson expressed himself much satisfied with the 
application. 

On another day after this, when talking on the 
subject of prayer, Dr. Brocklesby repeated from 
Juvenal, 

Orandtm estyUt sit mens sana in eorj^ore sam/^ 

and so on to the end of the tenth satire ; but in 
running it quickly over he happened, in the line, 

‘‘ Qui spatium viice extremwn inter mtmera ponatp 

1 This bold experiment Sir John Hawkins has related in such a 
manner as to suggest a charge against Johnson of intentionally 
hastening his end. ; a charge so very inconsistent with his character 
in every respect that it is injurious everi to refute it, as Sir John' has 
thought it necessary to do. ; It is evident that what Johnson did in 
hopes of relief indicated ah eagerness to retard his > 

dissolution, 1 


to pronounce stipre^num for extremum; at which 
Joiinson’s critical ear instantly took oflfence, and dis- 
coursing vehemently on the unmetrical effect of such 
, a . lapse, he shewed himself as full as ever of the spirit 
of the grammarian. 

^ Having no other relations, ^ it had been for some 
. time Johnson’s intention to make a liberal provision 
for his faithful servant, Mr. Francis Barber, whom he 
looked upon as particularly under his protection, and 
whom he had all along treated truly as an humble 
friend. Having asked Dr. Brocklesby what would 
be a proper annuity to a favourite servant, and being 
answered that it must depend on the circumstances of 
the master ; and that, in the case of a nobleman, fifty 
pounds a-year was considered as an adequate reward 
for many years’ faithful service Then, (said John- 
pson,) shall I be nobilis shims ^ for I mean to leave Frank 
seventy , pounds a-year, and I desire you to felf 
so.” It is strange, however, to think that Johnson 
vvasr not free from that general w^eakness of being 

^ [Tlie aythour ' in a former page has shewn the injustice of Sir 
John Hawkins's charge against Johnson with respect to a person of 
the name of Heel\% whom he has inaccurately represented as a rela- 
tion of Johnson’s, See p, 710. — That Johnson was anxious to dis- 
cover whether any of his relations were living is evinced by the 
following letter, written not long before he made his Will : 

"VTo THE Rev. Dr. Vyse, in Lambeth. 

SIR, 

“I AM desirous to know whether Charles Scrimshaw of Woods- 
, ease (I think,) in your father’s neighbourhood be now living, what 
is his condition, and where he may be fpund. If you can conve- 
niently make any inquiry about him, and can do it without delay, it 
will be an act of great kindness to me, he being very nearly related 
;to me, 1 beg [you] to pardon this trouble. ■ : 

“I am, Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.’' 

Bolt-court, Fleet-street, 

Nov. 29, 1784." 

In conformity to the wish expressed in the preceding letter, an 
inquiry was made, but no descendants of Charles Scrimshaw or of 
his sisters were discovered to be living. Dr. Vyse informs me that 
Dr. Johnson told him “he was disappointed in the inquiries he 
had made after his relations." There is therefore no ground what- 
.soever for supposing that he was unmindful of them, or neglected 
them. — M.l 
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averse to execute a will, so that he delayed ^ it from 
time to timej and had it not been for Sir John 
Hawkins's repeatedly urging it, I think it is probable 
that his kind resolution would not have been fulfilled. 
After making one, which, as Sir John Hawkins informs 
us, extended no further than the promised annuity, 
Johnson’s final disposition of his property was estab- 
lished by a Will and Codicil, of which copies are 
subjoined.^ 

1 “ In THE NAME OP God. Amen. I, Samuel Johnson, being: 
in full possession of my faculties, but fearing this night may put an 
end to my life, do ordain this my last Will and Testament. I 
bequeath to God, a soul polluted by many sins, but I hope purified 
by Jesus Christ. — I leave seven hundred and fifty pounds in the 
hands of Bennet Langton, Esq. : three hundred pounds in the hands 
of Mr. Barclay and Mr. Perkins, brewers; one hundred and fifty 
pounds in the hands of Dr. Percy, Bishop of Dromore ; one thousand 
pounds, three -per cent, annuities in the publick funds ; and one 
hundred pounds now lying by me in ready money : all these before- 
mentioned sums and property I leave, I say, to Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
Sir John Hawkins, and Dr. William Scott, of Doctors Commons, 
in trust, for the following uses : — That is to say, to pay to the repre- 
sentatives of the late William Innys, bookseller, in St. Paul’s Church- 
yard, the sum of two hundred pounds ; to Mrs. White, my female 
servant, one hundred pounds stock in the three per cent, annuities 
aforesaid. The rest of the aforesaid sums of money and property, 
together with my books, plate, and household furniture, I leave to 
the before-mentioned Sir Joshua Reynolds, Sir John Hawkins, and 
Dr. William Scott, also in trust, to be applied, after paying my 
debts, to the use of Francis Barber, my man-servant, a negro, in 5 
such manner as they shall judge most fit and- available to his benefit, j 
And I appoint the aforesaid Sir Joshua Reynolds, Sir John Hawkins, 
and Dr. William Scott, sole executors of this my last will and testa- 
ment, hereby revoking all former wills and testaments whatever, i 
In witness whereof I hereunto subscribe my name, and affix my i 

seal, this eighth day of December, 1784. ! 

“ Sam. Johnson, (L, S.) 1 

“ Signed, sealed, published, declared and delivered, by the said | 
testator, as his last will and. testament, in the presence of | 
us, the word two bdng first inserted in the opposite page. j 
“George Strahan. 1 

“John Desmoulins.” | 

“ By way of Codicil to my last will and testament, I, Samuel 1 
Johnson, give, devise, and bequeath, my messuage or tenement | 
situate at Lichfield, in the county of Stafford, with the appurtenances j 
in the tenure and occupation of Mrs. Bond, of Lichfield aforesaid, 
or of Mr. Hinchman, her under-tenant, to my executors, ir trust, 
to sell and dispose of the same ; and the money arising f rom such 
sale I give and bequeath as follows, viz. to Thomas and Benjamin, 
the sons of Fisher Johnson, late of Leicester, and — Whiting. 
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' The consideration of numerous papers of which he 
was possessed seems to have struck Johnson's mind 
with a sudden anxiety, and, as they were in great con- 
fusion, it is much to be lamented that he had not 
entrusted some faithful and discreet person with the 
I care and selection of them ; instead of which he, in a 

I precipitate manner, burnt large masses of them, with 

I daughter of Thomas Johnson, late of Coventry, and the grand- 

I daughter of the said Thomas Johnson, one full and equal fourth 

part each ; but in case there shall be more grand-daughters than 
j one of the said Thomas Johnson, living at the time of ray decease, 

i I give and bequeath the part or share of that one to and equally 

■ between such grand-daughters. I give and bequeath to the Rev. 

Mr. Rogers, of Berkley, near Froom, in the county of Somerset, the 
sum of one hundred pounds, requesting him to apply the same 
, towards the maintenance of Elizabeth Herne, a lunatick. I also 

I give and bequeath to my god-children, the son and daughter of 

I Mauritius Lowe, painter, each of them, one hundred pounds of my 

j stock in the three per cent, consolidated annuities, to be applied and 

I disposed of by and at the discretion of my executors, in the educa- 

I tion or Settlement in the world of them ray said legatees. Also I 

give and bequeath to Sir John Hawkins, one of my Executors, the 
Annales Ecclesiastic! of Baronius, and Holinshed's and Stow’e's 
Chronicles, and also an octavo Common Prayer-Book. To Bennet 
Langton, Esq. I give and bequeath my Polyglot Bible. To Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, my great French Dictionary, by Martiniere, and 
my own copy of my folio English Dictionary, of the last revision. 
To Dr. William Scott, one of my Executors, the Dictionnaire de 
Commerce, and Lectius's edition of the Greek Poets. To Mr. 
Windham, Poetse Grasci Heroici per Henricum Stephanum, To 
the Rev. Mr. Strahan, vicar of Islington, in Middlesex, Mill's Greek 
Testament, Beza’s Greek Testament, by Stephens, all my Latin 
Bibles, and my Greek Bible, by Wechelius. To Dr. Heberden, Dr. 
Brocklesby, Dr. Butter, and Mr. Cniiksliank, the surgeon who 
attended me, Mr. Holder, my apothecary, Gerard Hamilton, Esq., 
Mrs. Gardiner, of Snow-hill, Mrs. Frances Reynolds, Mr. Hoole, 
and the Reverend Mr. Hoole, his son, each a book at their election, 
to keep as a token of remembrance. I also give and bequeath to 
Mr. John Desmoulins two hundred pounds consolidated three 

annuities : and to Mr. Sastres, the Italian Master, the sum of 
five pounds, to be laid out in books of piety for his own use. And 
whereas the said Bennet Langton hath agreed in consideration of 
the sura of seven hundred and fifty pounds, mentioned in my will 
to be in his hands, to grant and secure an annuity of seventy pounds 
payable during the life of me and my servant, Francis Barber, and 
the life of the survivor of us, to Mr. George Stubbs, in trust for us ; 
my mind and will is that, in case of my decease before the said 
agreement shall be perfected, the said sum of seven hundred and 
fifty pounds, and the bond for securing the said sum, shall go to the 
said Francis Barber; and I hereby give and bequeath to him the 
same, in lieu of the bequest in his favour, contained in my said will. 
And I hereby emnowpr mi;, 
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little regard, as I apprehend, to discrimination. Not 
that I suppose we have thus been deprived of any com- 
positions which he had ever intended for the puhiick 
eye ; but, from what escaped the flames,: I judge that 
many curious circumstances relating both to himself 
and other literary characters have perished. 

Two very valuable articles, I am sure, ‘we have lost. 

Will, or of this Codicil thereto, out of such estate and effects as I 
shall die possessed of. All the rest, residue, and remainder, of my 
estate and effects I give and bequeath to my said Executors, in trust 
for the said Francis Barber, his Executors, and Administrators. 
Witness my hand and seal, this ninth day of December,, 1784.. 

. : “ Sam. Johnson,. (L. S.) 

^‘ Signed, sealed, published, declared, and delivered, by the 
said Samuel Johnson, as and for a Codicil to his ikst Will 
and Testament, in the presence of us, who, in his presence,, 
and at his request, and also in the presence of each other, 
have hereto subscribed our names as witnessesw I 

“John Copely. * 

^ “William Gibson," ; 
“Henry Cole.” I 

Upon these testamentary deeds it is proper to make a few ohser- 1 
Yations. I 
His express declaration with his dying breath as a Ghiistfan, as it j 
had been often practised in such solemn writings, was of real conse- 
quence from this great man, for the conviction of a mind equally * 

acute and strong might well overbalance the doubts of others who ? 

were his contemporaries. The expression msijr ta some, | 

convey an impression of more than ordinary contamination ; but I 

that is hot warranted by its genuine meaning, as appeals from ! 

“ The Rambler,” No. 42. The same word is used fn the will of | 

Dr. Sanderson, Bishop of Lincoln, who was piety itself. I 

His legacy of two hundred pounds to the representatives of Mr. | 

Innys, bookseller, in St. Paul’s Churchyard, proceeded from, a very j 

worthy motive. He told Sir John Hawkins that his father having j 

become a bankrupt, Mr. Innys had assisted him with money or 
creTit to continue his business. “This, (said he,) I consider as an 
obligation on me to be grateful to his descendants.” I 

The amount of his property proved to be considerably more than | 
he had supposed it to be. Sir John Hawkins estimates the bequest I 
to Francis Barber at a sum little short of fifteen hundred pounds, 3 
including an annuity of seventy pounds to be paid to bimrby Mr. | 

Langton, in consideration of seven hundred and fifty pounds, which I 

Johnson had lent to that gentleman. Sir John seems; not a little | 

angry at this bequest, and' mutters “ a caveat against ostentatious | 

bounty and faVour to negroes.”: But suielywhen a man has money j 
entirely of his own , acquisition, especially w'hen he has no near rela- 
tions, he may, without blame, dispose of it as he pleases, and with I 
great propriety Jo- a faithful servant. Mr. Barber, by the recom- I 
inendation of bis master, retired to Lichfield, where he migiit pass j 
the rest of his days in comfort.- , ^ I 
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■which were hvo quarto volumes, containing a full, fair, 
and most particular account of his own life, from his 
earliest recollection. I owned ^ to him that, having 
accidentally seen them, I had read a great dea 
them; and apologizing for the liberty I had taken, , 
asked him if I could help it. He placidly answered, 
‘‘Why, Sir, I do not think you could have helped it. 

I said that I had, for once in my life, felt half an in- 
clination to commit theft." It had come into my mind 
to carry off those two volumes, and never see him 
more. Upon my enquiring how this w^ould have 
affected him, “Sir, (said he,) I believe I should have 
gone mad.’’ ^ 

friends, when leaving books to several as tokens of his last remem* 
brance. The names of Dr. Adams, Dr. Taylor, Dr. Burney, Mr.. 
Plectbr, Mr. Murphy, the Authour of this W'ork, and others who- 
were intimate with him, are not to be found in his Will. This may 
be accounted for. by considering that, as he was. very near his disso- 
lution at the time, he probably mentioned such , as happened to 
occur to him ; and that he may have reconectcd that he had formerly 
shewn others such proofs of his regard that it was not necessary to 
crowd his Will with their names. Mrs. Lucy Porter \vas much dis- 
pleased that nothing was left to her ; but besides what 1 have now 
stated, she should have considered that she had left nothing to 
Johnson , by her. Will, which was made during his life-time, as 
appeared at her decease. , ■ 

His enumerating several persons in one group, and leaving them 
“ each a book at their election,” might possibly have given occasion 
to a curious question as to the order of choice, had they not luckily 
fixed on different books. His library, though by no means hand- 
some in its appearance, was sold by Mr, Christie for two hundred 
and forty-seven pounds, nine shillings ; many people being desirous 
to have a book, which had belonged to Johnsoh. In many of them 
he had written little notes ; sometimes tender memorials of his 
departed wife; as, “This was dear Tetty's book:” sometimes 
occasional remarks of different sorts. Mr.- Uysons, of Clifford’s Inn,, 
has favoured me with the two following ; . 

In Holy Rules and Helps to Devotions by Bryan Duppa, Lord 
Bishop of Winton, ” ‘ ‘ Preces quidam videtur , dili^eiiter tractusse / 
spero non inauditus. ” . ' ; ' : ' . - 

In “ The; Rosicrucian infallible Ajciomata, by John Heydon,. 
Gent.” prefixed to which are some Verses hddreSsed to the aul.hour,. 
signed Arnbr. Waters, A. M. Coll. Ex. Oxon. “ These Latin verses 
vi'cre written to Hobbes by Bathurst i upon his Treatise mi Human 
Nature, and havepio relation to the hook.— An 

[Francis Barber, Dr. Johnson's principal legatee, died in the in- 
firmary at Stafford, after undergoing a painful operation , Feb. 13, 
iSoi. — M,] ' : ^ ' " ■ ' ' ■ 

^ One of these volumes, Sir John Hawkmc 
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During his last illness Johnson experienced the 
steady and kind attachment of his numerous friends. 
Mr. Hoole has drawn up a narrative of what passed 
in the visits which he paid him during that time, from 
the loth of November to the 13th of December, the 
day of his death, inclusive, and has favoured me with 
a perusal of it, with permission to make extracts, which 
I have done. Nobody was more attentive to him 
than Mr. Langton,^ to whom he tenderly said, 
teneam moriens deficiente manu. And I think it highly 
to the honour of Mr. Windham that his important 
occupations as an active statesman did not prevent 
him from paying assiduous respect to the dying Sage 
whom he revered. Mr. Langton informs me that 
'‘‘ one day he found Mr. Burke and four or five more 
friends sitting with Johnson. Mr. Burke said to him, 

‘ I am afraid, Sir, such a number of us may be oppres- 
sive to you.’ — ‘No, Sir, (said Johnson,) it is not so; 
and I must be in a wretched state, indeed, when your 
company would not be a delight to me.’ Mr. Burke, 
in a tremulous voice, expressive of being very tenderly 
affected, replied, ‘ My dear Sir, you have always been 
too good to me.’ Immediately afterwards he went 
away. This was the last circumstance in the acquaint- 
ance of these two eminent men.” 

preserve it from falling into the hands of a person whom he describes, 
so as to make it sufficiently clear who is meant ; ‘ ‘ having strong 
reasons, (said he,) to suspect that this man might find and make an 
ill use of the book.” Why Sir John should suppose that the gentle- 
man alluded to would act in this manner he has not thought fit to 
explain. But what he did was not approved of by Johnson ; who, 
upon being acquainted of it without delay by a friend, expressed 
great indignation, and warmly insisted on the book being delivered 
Up ; and afterwards, in the supposition of his missing it, without 
knowing by whom it had been taken, he said, ■* Sir, I should have 
gone out of the world distrusting half mankind.” Sir John next 
day wrote a letter to Johnson, assigning reasons for his conduct; 
upon which Johnson observed to Mr. Langton, “ Bishop Sanderson 
could not have dictated a better letter. I could almost say, Melius 
esl sic peniluisse quam non errasse.” The agitation into which John- 
son was thrown by this incident probably made him hastily burn 
those precious records, which must ever be regretted. 

^ [Mr. Langton, whose name so often occurs in these volumes, 
survived Johnson several years. He died at Southampton, Dec. iS, 
180 r, aged sixty-five.— -M.J 
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The following particulars of his conversation within 
a few days of his death I give on the authority of Mr, 
John Nichols : ^ 

1 On the same undoubted authority I give a few articles which 
should have been inserted in chronological order ; but which, now 
that they are before me, I should be sorry to omit : 

“ In 1736 Dr. Johnson bad a particular inclination to have been 
engaged as an assistant to the Reverend Mr. Budworth, then head 
master of the Grammar-school, at Brewood, in Staffordshire, ‘an 
excellent person, who possessed every talent of a perfect instructor 
of youth, in a degree which, (to use the words of one of the brightest 
ornaments of literature, the Reverend Dr. Hurd, Bishop of Wor- 
cester,) has been rarely found in any of that profession since the 
days of Quintilian.’ Mr. Budworth, ‘who was less known in his 
life-time, from that obscure situation to which the caprice of fortune 
oft condemns the most accomplished characters, than his highest 
merit deserved,' had been bred under Mr. Blackwell, at Market 
Bosworth, where Johnson was some time an usher; which might 
naturally lead to the application. Mr. Budworth was certainly no 
stranger to the learning or abilities of Johnson, as he more than 
once lamented his having been under the necessity of declining the 
engagement, from an apprehension ’ that the paralytick affection, 
under which our great Philologist laboured through life, nhght 
become the object of imitation or of ridicule among his pupils." 
—Captain Budw^’orth, his grandson, has confirmed to me this 
anecdote. 

“ Among the early associates of Johnson, at St. John's Gate, was 
Samuel Boyse, w'ell known by his ingenious productions ; and not 
less noted for his imprudence. It was not unusual for Boyse to be 
a customer to the pawnbroker. On one of these occasions Dr. 
Johnson collected a sum of money to redeem his friend’s clothes,, 
which in two days after were pawned again. ‘ The sum, (said John- 
son,) was collected by sixpences, at a time when to me sixpence was 
a serious consideration.’ ’’ 

“Speaking one day of a person for whom he had a real friendship, 
but in whom vanity was somewhat too predominant, he observed 
that ‘ Kelly was so fond of displaying on his side-board the plate 
which he possessed that he added to it his spurs. For my part, 
(said he, ) I never was master of a pair of spurs but once ; and they 
are now at the bottom of the ocean. By the carelessness of Boswell’s 
servant they were dropped from the end. of the boat, on our return 
from the Isle of Sky.' " 

The late Reverend Mr, Samuel Badcock, having been introduced 
to Dr. Johnson by Mr. Nichols some years before his death, thus 
expressed himself in a letter to that gentleman : A 

“ How much I aril obliged to you for the favour you did me in 
introducing me to Dr. Johnson ! Tantii-m vidi Virgilium. But to 
have seen him, and to have received , a testimony of respect from 
him, was enough. I recollect all the conversation, and shall never 
forget one of his expressions. — Speaking of Dr. (whose 

writings, I saw, he estimated at a low rate,) he said, ‘ You have 
proved him as deficient \Xi probity he is in learning. ’--I called him 

an ^ JndpV-m<;rhnIn'V K.-<+ 
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He said that; the i Parliamentarj^ Debates were the 
only part of _ his; writings which then gave him any 
compunction: but that at the time he wrote them he 
had no conception he was imposing upon the world, 
though they were frequently written from very slender 
materials, and often from none at all,— the mere 
coinage of his own imagination. He never wrote any 
part of his works with equal velocity.. Three columrls 
of the Magazine in an hour was no uncommon effort, 
which was faster than most persons could have tran- 
scribed that quantity. 

Of his friend Cave he always spoke with great 
affection. ‘ Yet, (said he,) Cave, (who never looked 
out of his window but with a view to the Gentleman’s 
Magazine,) was a penurious paymaster ; he would 
contract for lines by the hundred, and expect the 
long hundred; but he was a good man, and always 
delighted to have his friends at his table.’ 

“When talking of a regular edition of his own works, 
he said that he had power, [from the booksellers,] to i 
print .such an edition, if his health admitted it ; but | 
had no power to assign over any. edition, unless he i 
could add notes, and so alter them as to make them ■ 
new works ; which his state of health forbade him to 
- think of. .1 may . possibly live, (said he,) or rather 
breathe, three days, or perhaps three weeks; but find i 
myself daily and gradually weaker.” , * 

“ He said at another time, three or four days only i 
before his death, speaking of the little fear he had of | 
undergoing a chirurgical operation, ‘ I would give one : 
of these legs for a year more of life, I mean of com- I 
fortable life, not such as that which I now suffer ; I 
and lamented much his inability to read during his j 
hours of restlessness.; ‘ I used formerly, (he added,) | 
when sleepless in bed, fo read like a Turk! | 

“ Whilst confined by his last illness, it was his j 
regular practice td have the church-service read to I 

had been borrowers thernselves, and did not know that the mistakes I 
he adopted had been answered by others.’ — I often think of our i 
short, but precious, yisit to this great man. I shall consider it as a S 
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I iiim by some attentive and friendly Divine. The 
I RevL Mr, Hoole performed this Lind office in niy 
presenee for the last time, when, by his own desire, 
BO more than the litany was read: in which his 
responses were in the deep and sonorous voice which 
Mr. Bos^vell has occasionally noticed, and with the 
most profound devotion that can be imagined. His 
hearing not being quite perfect, he more than once 
interrupted Ml Hoole with, ‘Louder, my dear Sir, 

I louder, I entreat you, or you pray in vain L — and, 
i wffien the service was ended, he, with great earnestness, 
turned round to an excellent lady who was present, 
saying, ‘ I thank you. Madam, very heartily, for your 
I kindness in joining me in this solemn exercise. Live 
I well, I conjure you; and you will not feel the com- 
^ fpiinction at the last which I now feel.’ So truly 
; humble were the thoughts which this great and good 
I iman entertained of his own approaches to religious 
I perfection.' ' 

“He was earnestly invited to publish a volume of 
Dewtioml Exercises ; but this, (though he listened to 
the proposal with much complacency, and a large sum 
of money was offered for it,) he declined, from motives 
vof the sincerest modesty. 

“ He seriously entertained the thought of translating 
Thuanns, He often talked to me on the subject ; and 
once, in particular, when I was rather wishing that he 
ivouid favour the world, and gratify his Sovereign, by 
a Life of Spenser, (which he said that he would readily 
have done had he been able to obtain any new materials 
for the purpose,) he added, ‘ I have been thinking 
again, Sir, of .- it would not be the laborious 

task which you have supposed it. I should have no 
trouble but that of dictation, which would be performed 
as .speedi ly as an amanuensis could write.” 

It is to the mutual credit of Johnson and Divines 
of different communions that, although he was a steady 
Church-of-England man, there was, nevertheless, much 
agreeable intercourse b etween him and them. Let 
:mc particularlv fkA Tv/r« t - 
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with the English Benedictines at Paris has been men- 
tioned ; and, as an additional proof of the charity in 
which he lived with good men of the Romish Church, 

I am happy in this opportunity of recording his friend- 
ship with the Reverend Thomas Hussey, D.D., His 
Catholick Majesty’s Chaplain of Embassy at the Court 
of London, that very respectable man, eminent not 
only for his powerful eloquence as a preacher, but for 
his various abilities and acquisitions. — Nay, though 
J ohnson loved a Presbyterian the least of all, this did 
not prevent his having a long and uninterrupted sociaJ 
connection with the Reverend Dr. James Fordyce, 
who, since his death, hath gratefully celebrated him 
in a warm strain of devotional composition. 

Amidst the melancholy clouds which hung over the | 
dying Johnson, his characteristical manner shewed I 
itself on different occasions. j 

When Dr. Warren, in the usual style, hoped that he 
was better; his answer was, “No, Sir; you cannot 
conceive with what acceleration I advance towards 
death.” | 

A man whom he had never seen before was employed 
one night to sit up with him. Being asked next morn- 1 
ing how he liked his attendant, his answer was, “ Not j 
at all. Sir : the fellow’s an idiot ; he is as awkward as I 
a turn-spit when first put into the wheel, and as sleepy i 
as a dormouse.” f- 

Mr. Windham having placed a pillow conveniently to' i 
support him, he thanked him for his kindness, and ; 
said, “ That will do, — all that a pillow can do.” 

He repeated with great spirit a poem, consisting of 1 
several stanzas, in four lines, in alternate rhyme, which ^ 
he said he had composed some years before,^ on | 
occasion of a rich, extravagant young gentleman’s j 
coming of age ; saying he had never repeated it but j 

^ [In 1780. See his Letter to Mrs. Thrale, dated August 8, 1780 : i 
“You have heard in the papers how *** is come to age : I have i 
enclosed a short song of congratulation, which you must not shew I 
to any body.— It is odd that it should come into any body's head, i 
I hopei you will read it with candour; it is, I believe, one of the I 
authour's first essays in that way of writing, and a beginner is always ; 
to be jreated with tenderness,''— M.] ' I 
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once since he composed it, and had given but one 
copy of it. That copy was given to Mrs. Thrale, now 
Piozzi, who has published it in a Book which she 
entitles “ British Synonymy,” but which is truly a col- 
lection of entertaining remarks and stories, no matter 
whether accurate or not. Being a piece of exquisite 
satire, conveyed in a strain of pointed vivacity and 
humour, and in a manner of which no other instance is 
to be found in Johnson’s writings, I shall here insert it : 

Long-expected one-and-twenty, 

Ling’ring year, at length is flown ; 

Pride and pleasure, pomp and plenty, 

Great are now your own. 

Loosen’d from the Minor’s tether, 

Free to mortgage or to sell. 

Wild as wind, and light as feather. 

Bid the sons of thrift farewell. 

Call the Betseys, Kates, and Jennies, 

All the names that banish care ; 

Lavish of your grandsire’s guineas. 

Shew the spirit of an heir. 

All that prey on vice and folly 
Joy to see their quarry fly ; 

There the gamester, light and jolly, 

There the lender, grave and sly. 

Wealth, my lad, was made to wander, 

Let it wander as it will ; 

Call the jockey, call the pander, 

Bid them come and take their fill. 

When the bonny blade carouses. 

Pockets full, and spirits high — 

What are acres ? what are houses ? 

Only dirt, or wet or dry. 

Should the guardian friend or mother 
Tell the woes of wilful waste : 

Scorn their counsel, scorn their pother, — 

You can hang or drown at last. 
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As he Opened a note which his servant brought to 
him, he said, “ An odd thought strikes me : — -we shall 
receive no letters in the grave.” 

He requested three, things of Sir Joshua Reynolds : 
— To forgive him thirty pounds which he had 
borrowed of him ;~to read the Bible ;- — and never 
to use his pencil on a Sunday. Sir Joshua readily 
acquiesced. 

Indeed he shewed the greatest anxiety for the 
religious improvement of his friends, to whom he dis- 
coursed of its infinite consequence. He begged of 
Mr. Hoole to think of what he had said, and to com- 
mit it to writing; and, upon being afterwards assured 
that this was done, pressed his hands, and in an earnest 
tone thanked him. Dr. Brocklesby having attended 
him with the utmost assiduity and kindness as his 
physician and friend, he was peculiarly desirous that 
this gentleman should not entertain any loose specula- 
tive notions, but be confirmed in the truths of Chris- 
tianity, and insisted on his writing down in his presence, 
as nearly as he could collect it, the import of what 
passed on the subject: and Dr. Brocklesby having 
complied with the request, he made him sign the 
paper, and urged him to keep it in his own custody as 
long as he lived. 

Johnson, with that native fortitude which, amidst all 
his bodily distress and mental sufferings, never foi-sook 
him, asked Dr. Brocklesby, as a man in whom he had 
confidence, to tell him plainly whether he could recover., 
“ Give me (said he) a direct answer.” The Doctor, 
having first asked him if he could bear the whole truth, 
which way soever it might lead, and being answered 
that he could, declared that, in his opinion, he could 
not recover without a miracle. “ Then, (said John- 
son,) I will take no more physick, not even my opiates : 
fori have prayed that I may render up my soul to 
God unclouded.” In this resolution he persevered, 
and, at the same time, used only the weakest kinds of 
sustenance. Being pressed by Mr. Windham to take 
somewhat more generous nourishment, lest too low a 
diet should have the very effect which he dreaded, by 
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debilitating bis mindj be said, ‘M will take any thing 
but inebriating sustenance.’' : . : 

I Tbe Tleverend^ M was the son of his 

I friend, and had been always one of his great favourites,, 
had, during his last illness, the satisfaction of contri- 
buting tosoothe and comfort him. ^ That gentleman’s, 
house at Islington, of which he is ¥icar, afforded 
Johnson, occasionaliy and easily, an agreeable change 
of place and fresh air ; and he attended also upon him 
in towm in the discharge of the sacred offices of his 
profession. 

Mr. Strahan ha^ given me the, agreeable assurance 
that, after being in much agitation, J ohnson became- 
j quite composed, and continued so till his death. 

Dr. Brocklesby, who will not be suspected of 
I fanaticism, obliged me with the following accounts : 

I ‘‘ F or some time before his death all his fears were 

I calmed and absorbed by the prevalence of his faith, 

I and his trust in the merits and propUiatmi oi Jesus 
I Christ. 

■ “ He talked often to me about the necessity of faith 

] in the sacrifice of Jesus, as necessary beyond all good 
I works whatever for the salvation of mankind, 
i “ He pressed me to study Dr. Clarke and to read 
his Sermons. I asked him why he pressed Dr. Clarke, 
an Arian.^ ^ Because (said he,) he is fullest on pro- 
pitiatory sacrificed ” 

J ohnson -(having thus in his mind the true Christian , 
scheme, at once rational and consolatory, uniting 

1 The change of his sentiments with regard to Dr. Clarke is thus 
i mentioned to me in a letter from' the' late Dr. Adams, Master of 
j Pembroke College, Oxford.-—" The Doctor’s prej-udices were the 
I strongest, and certainly in another sense the weakest, that ever 
j possessed a sensible man. You know his extreme zeal for orthodoxy. 

I But did you ever hear what he told me himself ? That he had made 
! it a rule not to admit Dr. Clarke’s name in his Dictionary. This, * 
however, wore off. At some distance of time he advised with me 
what books he should read in defence of the Christian Religion. 1 
recommended ‘ Clarke’s Evidences of Natural and Revealed Reli- 
gion,’ as the best of the kind ; and 1 find, id 'what is called his 
Prayers and Meditations,’ that he was; frequently employed in the 
laber part of his time in reading Clarke’s, Sermons.” :: , 
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justice and mercy in the Divinity with the improve- 
ment of human nature, previous to his receiving the 
Holy Sacrament in his apartment, composed and fer- 
vently uttered this prayer : ^ 

Almighty and most merciful Father, I am now, as 
to human eyes it seems, about to commemorate for 
the last time the death of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
our Saviour and Redeemer. Grant, O Lord, that my 
whole hope and confidence may be in his merits and 
thy mercy ; enforce and accept my imperfect repent- 
ance ; make this commemoration available to the con- 
firmation of my faith, the establishment of my hope, 
and the enlargement of my charity ; and make the j 
death of thy Son Jesus Christ effectual to my redemp- 
tion. Have mercy upon me, and pardon the multi- 
tude of my offences. Bless my friends ; have mercy 
upon all men. Support me, by thy Holy Spirit, in the I 
days of weakness, and at the hour of death ; and re- j 
ceive me, at, my death, to everlasting happiness, for j 
the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.” I 

Having, as has been already mentioned, made his J 
will on the 8th and 9th of December, and settled all 
his worldly affairs, he languished till Monday, the 
13th of that month, when he expired, about seven | 
o’clock in the evening, with so little apparent pain ! 
that his attendants hardly perceived when his dissolu- 
tion took place. 

Gf his last moments my brother, Thomas David, 
has furnished me with the following particulars : 

The Doctor, from the time that he was certain his I 
death was near, appeared to be perfectly resigned, was I 
seldom or never fretful or out of temper, and often j 
said to his faithful servant, who gave me this account, j 
‘ Attend, Francis, to the salvation of your soul, which j 
is the object of greatest importance : ’ he also explained j 
to him passages in the scripture, and seemed to have * 
pleasure in talking upon religious subjects. 

'‘ On Monday, the 13th of December, the day on 

^ The Reverend Mr. Strahan took care to have it preserved, and 
has inserted it in “ Prayers and Meditations," p. 216. 
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which he died, a Miss Morris, daughter to a particular 
friend of his, called, and said to Francis that she 
begged to be permitted to see the Doctor, that she 
might earnestly request him to give her his blessing. 
Francis went into his room, followed by the young 
lady, and delivered the message. The Doctor turned 
himself in the bed, andsaid, ‘ God bless you, my dear!" 
These were the last words he spoke. — His difficulty of 
breathing increased till about seven o’clock in the 
evening, when Mr. Barber and Mrs. Desmoulins, who 
were sitting in the room, observing that the noise he 
made in breathing had ceased, went to the bed, and 
found he was dead.” 

About two days after his death the following very 
agreeable account was communicated to Mr. Malone, 
in a letter by the Honourable John Byng, to whom I 
am much obliged for granting me permission to intro- 
duce it in my work. 

DEAR SIR, 

“ Since I saw you I have had a long conversa- 
tion with Cawston,^ who sat up with Dr. Johnson 
from nine o’clock on Sunday evening till ten o’clock 
on Monday morning. And from what I can gather 
from him it should seem that Dr. Johnson was per- 
fectly composed, steady in hope, and resigned to 
death. At the interval of each hour they assisted him 
to sit up in his bed, and move his legs, which were in 
much pain ; when he regularly addressed himself to 
fervent prayer ; and though sometimes his voice failed 
him, his sense never did during that time. The only 
sustenance he received was cider and water. He 
said his mind was prepared, and the time to his disso- 
lution seemed long. At six in the morning he en- 
quired the hour, and, on being informed, said that ail 
went on regularly, and he felt he had but a few” hours 
to live. „ , , 

At ten o’clock in the morning he parted from 

3 Servant to the Right Honourable William Windham. 
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Cawston, saying, ‘ You should not detain Mr. Wind- 
ham’s servant:— I thank you; bear my remembrance 
to your master.’ Cawston says that no man could 
appear more collected, more devout, or less terrified 
at the thoughts of the approaching minute. 

This account, which is so much more agreeable 
than, and somewhat different from,; yours, has given 
us the satisfaction of thinking that that great man died 
as he lived, full of resignation, strengthened in faith, 
and joyful in hope.” 

A few days before his death he had asked Sir John 
Hawkins, as one of his executors, where he should be 
buried ; and on being answered, Doubtless, in West- 
minster- Abbey,’-’ seemed to feel a satisfaction very 
natural to a Poet ; and indeed in my opinion , very 
natural to every man of any imagination, who has no 
family sepulchre in which he can be laid with his. 
fathers. Accordingly, upon Monday, December 20, 
his remains were deposited in that noble and renowned 
edifice ; and over his grave was placed a large blue 
flag-stone, with this inscription : 

‘‘ Samuel Johnson, ll.d. 

Obiif yjTL die Decembris^ 

Anno Domini 

M.DCG.LXXXIV. 

\^tatis Slice 

His funeral was attended by a respectable number 
of his friends, particularly such of the memlDers of 
The Literary Club as were then in town; and 
was also honoured with the presence of several of the 
Reverend Chapter of Westminster. Mr, Burke, Sir 
Joseph Banks, Mr. Windham, Mr. Langton, Sir 
Charles Bunbury, and Mr. Colman, bore his palL 
His school-fellow, Dr. Taylor, performed the mourn- 
ful office of reading the burial service. 

I trust I shall not be accused of affectation when I 
declare that I find myself unable to express all that I 
felt upon the loss of such . a , ‘fGuide, Philosopher, and 
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Friend.’^ ^ I shall, therefore, not say one word of my 
own, but adopt those of aii erninent friend,^ which he 
uttered with an abrupt felicity, superiour , to all studied 
compositions He has made a chasm, which not 
only nothing can fill up, but which nothing has a 
tendency to fill up. — Johnson’ is dead.----Let us go to^ 
the next best r—there is nobody ; no man can be said, 
to put you in mind of Johnson.” 

As Johnson had abundant homage paid to him. 
during his life,^ so no writer in this nation ever had 

^ On the subject of Johnson I may adopt the words of Sir John 
Harrington concerning liis venerable Tutor and Diocesan, Dr. John 
Still, Bishop of Bath and Wells ; “ who hath given rne some helps,, 
more hopes, all encouragements in my best studies : to whom f 
never came but I grew more religious ; from whom T never went 
but I parted better instructed. Of him, therefore, my acquaintance,, 
my friend, my instructor, if I speak much, it were not to be mar- 
velled ; if I speak frankly, it is not to be blamed ; and though I 
speak partially,, it were to be pardoned.’’— Vol i,. 
p. 136. - There is one circumstance in Sir John's, character of Bishop 
Still which is peculiarly applicable to Johnson : • ‘‘ He became $0 
famous a disputer that the learnedest were even afraid to dispute 
with him ; and he finding bis own strength, could not stick to warn, 
them in their arguments to take heed to their answers, like a perfect 
fencer that will tell aforehand in which button he will give the venew,, 
or like a cunning chess-player that will appoint afbreh and with 
which pawn and in what place he will give the mate.” — Ibid. 

2 [The late Right Hon. William Gerard Hamilton, who had 
been intimately acquainted with Dr. Johnson near thirty years. He 
died in London, July 16, 1796, in his sixty-eighth year.— M.] 

3 Beside the Dedications to him by Dr.^Goldsmith, the Reverend 
Dr. Franklin, and the Reverend Mr. 'Wilson, which I have men- 
tioned according to their dates, there was one by a lady,, of a versi- 
fication of “Aningait and Ajut,” and one by the ingenious Mr. 
Walker of his “ Rhetorical Grammar,” I have introduced into 
this work several compliments paid to him in the writings of his 
contemporaries ; but the number of them is so great that we may 
fairly say that there was almost a general. tribute. 

Let me not be forgetful of the honour done to him by Colonel 
Myddleton, of Gwaynynog, near, Denbigh ; who. on the banks of 
a rivulet in his parlv where Johnson delighted tp stand and repeat 
verses, erected an urn with the following inscription ; , 

‘ ‘ This Spot was often dignified by the presence of , 

Samuel Johnson, LL.D. 

Whose moral writings, exactly coriforma,ble to the 
precepts of Christianity, 

Gave ardour to Virtue and confidence to Truth.” 

As no inconsiderable circumstance of his fame, we must reckon 
the extraordinary zeal of the artists to extend and perpetuate his 
image. I can enumerate a bust by Mr.-Npllekens, and the many 



756 LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON 1784 

such an accumulation of literary honours after his 
death. A sermon upon that event was preached in 
St. Mary’s church, Oxford, before the University, by 
the Reverend Mr. Agutter, of Magdalen College.-^ 

ca.sts which are made from it ; several pictures by Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds, from one of which, in the possession of the Duke of Dorset, 
Mr. Humphry executed a beautiful miniature in enamel; one by 
Mrs. Frances Reynolds, Sir Joshua’s sister ; one by Mr. Zoffany ; 
and one by Mr. Opie ; and the following engravings of his portrait : 
I. One by Cooke, from Sir Joshua, for the Proprietors’ edition of 
his folio Dictionary. — 2. One from ditto, by ditto, for their quarto 
edition. — 3. One from Opie, by Heath, for Harrison’s edition of 1ms 
Dictionary. — 4. One from Nollekens’s bust of him, by Bartolozzi, for 
Fielding’s quarto edition of his Dictionary. — 5. One small, from 
Harding, by Trotter, for his “ Beauties. ”—6. One small, from Sir 
Joshua, by Trotter, for his “Lives of the Poets.”— 7. One small, 
from Sir Joshua, by Hall, for “The Rambler.” — 8. One small, from 
an original drawing in the possession of Mr. John Simco, etched 
by Trotter, for another edition of his “ Lives of the Poets.” — 9. One 
small, no painter’s name, etched by Taylor, for his “ Johnsoniana.” 
— 10. One folio whole-length, with his oak-stick, as described in 
Boswell’s “Tour,” drawn and etched by Trotter. — ii. One large 
raezzotinto, from Sir Joshua, by Doughty. — 12. One large Roman 
head, from Sir Joshua, by Marchi. — 13. One octavo, holding a book 
to his eye, from Sir Joshua, by Hall, for his works. — 14. One small, 
from a drawing from the life, and engraved by Trotter, for his Life 
published by Kearsley. — 15. One large, from Opie, by Mr. Townley, 
(brother of Mr. Townley, of the Commons,) an ingenious artist, who 
resided some time at Berlin, and has the honour of being engraver 
to his Majesty the King of Prussia. This is one of the finest mezzo- 
tintos that ever was executed ; and what renders it of extraordinary 
value, the plate was destroyed after four or five impressions only 
were taken off. One of them is in the possession of Sir William 
Scott. Mr. I'ownley has lately been prevailed with to execute and 
publish another of the same, that it may be more generally circu- 
lated among the admirers of Dr. Johnson. — 16. One large, from Sir 
Joshua’s first picture of him, by Heath, for this work, in quarto. — 
17. One octavo, by Baker, for the octavo edition. — 18. And one for 
Lavater’s Essays on Physiognomy,” in which Johnson’s counte- 
nance is analysed upon the principles of that fanciful writei*. — There 
are also several seals with his head cut on them, particularly a very 
fine one by that eminent artist, Edward Burch, Esq. R.A. in the 
possession of the younger Dr. Charles Burney. 

Let me add, as a proof of the popularity of his character, that 
there are copper pieces struck at Birmingham, with his head im- 
pressed on them, which pass current as half-pence there, and in the 
neighbouring parts of the country. 

^ It is not yet published.— In a letter to me, Mr. Agutter says, 

“ My sermon before the University was more engaged with Dr. 
Johnson's moral thsxi intellectual character. It particularly 
examined his fear of death, and suggested several reasons for the 
apprehensions of the good, and the indifference of the infidel in 
their last hours ; this was illustrated by contrasting the death of Dr. 
Johnson and Mr. Hume : the text was Job. xxi. 22 — 26.” 
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The Lives, the Memoirs, the Essays, both in prose 
and verse, which have been published concerning him, 
would make many volumes. The numerous attacks 
too upon him I consider as part of his consequence, 
upon the principle which he himself so well knew and 
asserted. Many who trembled at his presence were 
forward in assault, when they no longer apprehended 
danger. When one of his little pragmatical foes was 
invidiously snarling at his fame at Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds’s table, the Reverend Dr. Parr exclaimed, with 
his usual bold animation, ‘‘Ay, now that the old lion 
is dead, every ass thinks he may kick at him.’' 

A monument for him, in Westminster-Abbey, was 
resolved upon soon after his death, and was supported 
by a most respectable contribution ; but the Dean 
and Chapter of St. Paul’s having come to a resolution 
of admitting monuments there, upon a liberal and 
magnificent plan, that Cathedral was afterwards fixed 
on as the place in which a cenotaph should be erected 
to his memory : and in the cathedral of his native 
city of Lichfield a smaller one is to be erected.^ To 
compose his epitaph could not but excite the warmest 
competition of genius.'^ If laudari a Midato viro be 

^ [This monument has been since erected. It consists of a 
Medallion, with a tablet beneath, on which is this inscription : 

“The friends of Samuel Johnson, LL.D. 

A Native of Lichfield, 

Erected this Monument, 

As a tribute of respect 

To the Memory of a man of extensive learning, 

A distinguished moral writer, and a sincere . Christian. 

He died Dec. 13, 1784, aged 75.” 

— M.] 

2 The Reverend Dr. Parr, on being requested to undertake itr 
thus expressed himself in a letter to, William Seward, Esq, 

“ I leave this mighty task to some hardier and some abler writer. 
The variety and splendour of Johnson’s attainments, the peculiari- 
ties of his character, his private virtues, and his literary publications, 
fill me with confusion and dismay, when I reflect upon the confined 
and difficult species of composition, in which alone they can be 
expressed, with propriety, upon his monument." 

But I understand that this great scholar, and warm admirer of 
Johnson, has yielded to repeated solicitations, and executed the very 
difficult undertaking. 

[Dr. Johnson’s Monument, consisting of a Colossal Figure leaning 
against a column, (but not very strongly resembling him,) has since 
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praise which is highly estimable, I should not forgive 
myself were I to omit the following sepulchral verses 
on the authour of The English Dictionary, written 
by the Right Honourable Henry Flood : ^ 

No need of Latin or of Greek to grace 

Our Johnson’s memory, or inscribe his grave y 
His native language claims this mournful space, 

To pay the immortality he gave.” 

the death of our authour been placed in St. Paul’s Cathedral, having 
'been first opened to publick view, Feb. 23, 1796. The Epitaph was 
written by the Rev. Dr. Parr, and is as follows : 

A n 

SAMVELI • lOHNSON 

GRAMMATICO * ET * CRITICO 
SCRiPTORVM * ANGLICORYM * LITTERATE ' PERITO 
POETAE * LVxMINIBVS • SENTENTIARVM 
ET • PONDERIEVS * VERBORVM ' ADMIRABILI 
MAGISTRO • VIRTVTIS * GRAVISSIMO 
HOMINI * OPTIMO * ET • SINGVLARIS * EXEMPLI 

QVI • VIXIT * ANN * LXXV ’ MENS ’ ll * DIEB * XIIlI, 
.l;.£CESSIT/ IDIB ‘ DECEMBR * ANN * CHRIST * ClO * loCC ' LXXXIIlI 
■ SEPVLT • IN • AED * SANCT * PETR * WESTMONASTERIENS. 

XIlI • KAL • IANVAR ■ ANN - CHRIST * ClO ’ lOCC * LXXXV 
AMICI * ET * SODALES * LITTERARII 
PECVNIA • CONLATA 
H * M * FACIVND * CVRAVER. 

On a scroll In his hand are the following words : 

ENMAKAPE:§:SinONnNANTAHI02EIHAMOIBH 

On one side of the monument — F aciebat JOHANNES Bacon, 
ScvLPTQR Ann. Christ, m.dcc.lxxxxv. 


The Subscription for this monument, which cost eleven hundred 
guineas, was begun by the Literary Club, and completed by the 
aid of Dr. Johnson's other friends and admirers.— M.j 

To prevent any misconception on this subject, Mr. iMalone, by 
whom these lines were obligingly communicated, requests me to 
add the following remark : 

^ jusfice to the late Mr. Flood, now himself wanting, and 
highly meriting, an epitaph from his country, to which his transcen- 
dent talents did the highest honour, as well as the most important 
service, it should be ‘observed that these lines were by no means 
intended as a regular monumental inscription for Dr, Johnson. 
Plad he undertaken to write an appropriate and discriminative 
epitaph for that excellent and extraordinary man, those who knew 
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The character of Samuel Johnson has, I trust, 
been . so .developed in the 'course of This work that 
they who have honoured it with a perusal may be 
considered as well acquainted with him. As, how- 
ever, it may he expected that I should collect into 
one view the capital and . distinguishing features of 
this extraordinary man, ‘ I shall endeavour to acquit 
myself of that part of my biographical undertaking,^ 
however difiicult it may be to do that which many 
of my readers will do better for themselves. 

His figure was large and well formed, and his 
countenance of the cast of an ancient statue ; yet his 
appearance was rendered strange and somewhat un- 
couth, by convulsive cramps, by the scars of that dis- 
temper which it was once imagined the royal touch 
could cure, and by a slovenly mode of dress. He 
had the use, only of one eye ; yet so much does mind 
govern, and even supply the deficiency of organs, 
that . his visual perceptions, as far as they extended, 
were uncommonly quick and accurate. So morbid 
was his temperament, that he never knew the natural 
joy of a free and vigorous use of his limbs : when he 
walked, it was like the struggling gait of one in fetters ; 
when he rode, he had no command or direction of 
his horse, but w^as carried as if in a balloon. That 
with his constitution and habits of life he should 
have lived seventy-five years is a proof that an in- 
herent ms is a powerful preservative of the 

human frame. 

Mr. Flood’s vigour of mind will have no doubt that he would have 
produced one worthy of his illustrious subject. But the fact was 
merely this : In Dec. 1789, after a large subscription had been made 
for Dr, Johnson’s monument, to which Mr. Elopd liberally con- 
tributed, Mr. Malone happened to call on him at his house, in 
Berners-street, and the conversation turning ori the proposed monu- 
ment, Mr. Malone maintained that the epitaph, by whomsoever it 
should be written, ought to be in Latin. Mr. Flood thought differ- 
ently. The next morning, in the postscript to a note on another 
subject, he mentioned that he continued of the same opinion as* on 
the preceding day, and subjoined the lines above given." 

1 As I do not see any reason to giye a different character of my 
illustrious friend now^ from whatTfofmeriy gave, the greatest pa^ 
of the sketch of him in my " Journalof a Tour to the Hebrides " is 
here adopted, . : , 
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Man is, in general, made up of contradictory 
qualities; and these will ever shew themselves in 
strange succession, where a consistency in appearance 
at least, if not reality, has not been attained by long 
habits of philosophical discipline. In proportion to 
the native vigour of the mind, the contradictory quali- 
ties will be the more prominent, and more difficult 
to be adjusted; and therefore we are not to wonder 
that Johnson exhibited an eminent example of this 
remark which I have made upon human nature. At | 
different times he seemed a different man, in some 
respects ; not, however, in any great or essential 
article, upon which he had fully employed his mind, 
and settled certain principles of duty, but only in his 
manners, and in the display of argument and fancy in 
his talk. He was prone to superstition, but not to j 
credulity. Though his imagination might incline him I 
to a belief of the marvellous and the mysterious, his 
vigorous reason examined the evidence with jealousy. 

He was a sincere and zealous Christian, of high Church- 
of-England and monarchical principles, which he would 
not tamely suffer to be questioned ; and had, perhaps, 
at an early period, narrowed his mind somewhat too 
much, both as to religion and politicks. His being 
impressed with the danger of extreme latitude in 
either, though he was of a very independent spirit, 
occasioned his appearing somewhat unfavourable to 
the prevalence of that noble freedom of sentiment 
which is the best possession of man. Nor can it be 
denied that he had many prejudices ; which, however, | 
frequently suggested many of his pointed sayings, that j 
rather shew a playfulness of fancy than any settled ’ 
malignity. He was steady and inflexible in maintain- 
ing the obligations of religion and morality ; both from 
a regard for the order of society and if om a veneration 
for the Great Source of all order; correct, nay stern 
in his taste ; hard to please, and easily offended ; 
impetuous and irritable in his temper, but of a most 
humane and benevolent heart, ^ which shewed itself 

1 In the “ Olla PoDRiDA,” a collection of Essays published at 
Oxford, there is an admirable paper upon the character of Johnson 
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not only in a most liberal charity, as far as his circum- 
stances would allow, but in a thousand instances of 
active benevolence. He was afflicted with a bodily 
disease, which made him often restless and fretful ; 
and with a constitutional melancholy, the clouds of 
which darkened the brightness of his fancy, and gave 
a gloomy cast to his whole course of thinking : we, 
therefore, ought not to wonder at his sallies of im- 
patience and passion at any time ; especially when 
provoked by obtrusive ignorance or presuming petu- 
lance ; and allowance must be made for his uttering 
hasty and satirical sallies even against his best friends. 
And, surely, when it is considered that, “ amidst sick- 
ness and sorrow^,” he exerted his faculties in so many 
works for the benefit of mankind, and particularly that 
he achieved the great and admirable Dictionary of 
our language, we must be astonished at his resolution. 
The solemn text, *‘of him to whom much is given, 
much will be required,” seems to have been ever 
present to his mind, in a rigorous sense, and to have 
made him dissatisfied with his labours and acts of 
goodness, however comparatively great ; so that the 
unavoidable consciousness of his superiority was, in 
that respect, a cause of disquiet. He suffered so much 
from this, and from the gloom which perpetually 
haunted him, and made solitude frightful, that it may 
be said of him, ‘Hf in this life only he had hope, he 
w^as of all men most miserable.” He loved praise, 
when it was brought to him ; but was too proud to 
seek for it. He was somewhat susceptible of flattery. 
As he was general and unconfined in his studies, he 
cannot be considered as master of any one particular 
science ; but he had accumulated avast and various 
collection of learning and knowledge, which was so 
arranged in his mind as to be ever in readiness to be 
brought forth. But his superiority over other learned 

written by the Reverend Dr. Horne, the late excellent Bishop of 
Norwich, The following passage is eminently happy To reject 
wisdom, because the person of him who communicates it is uiicoutn, 
and his manners are inelegant ; — what is it but to throw away a 
pine-apple, and assign for a reason the roughness of its coat ? 
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men consisted chiefly in what maybe called the art 
of thinking,, the art of usin bis mind; a certain 
continual power of seizing the useful substance of all 
that he knew, and exhibiting it in a clear and forcible 
manner ; so that knowledge, which we often see to be 
no better than lumber in men of dull understanding, j 
was in him true, evident, and actual wisdom. His. | 
moral precepts are pfacticai ; for they are drawn from j 

an intimate acquaintance with human nature. His | 
maxims carry conviction ; for they are founded on the 
basis of common sense, and a very attentive and minute 
survey of real life. His mind was so full of imagery, j 
that he might have been perpetually a poet ; yet it is 
remarkable that, however rich his prose is in this 
respect, his poetical pieces, in general, have not much 
of that splendour, but are rather distinguished by 
strong sentiment, arid acute observation, conveyed in 
harmonious and energetick verse, particularly in heroick 
couplets. Though usually grave, and even awful in j 
his deportment, he possessed uncommon and peculiar I 
powers of wit and humour ; he frequently indulged f' 
himself in colloquial pleasantry ; and the heartiest 
merriment was often enjoyed in his company ; wdth 
this great advantage, that, as it was entirely free from I 
any poisonous tincture of vice or impiety, it was 
salutary to those who shared in it. He had accustomed 
himself to such accuracy in his common conversation,^ I 

^ Though a perfect resemblance of Johnson is not to be found in 
any age, parts of his character are admirably expressed by Clarendon ,, 
in drawing that of Lord Falkland, whoni the noble and masterly 
historian describes at his seat near Oxford Such an immense- i 
ness of wit, such a solidity of judgement, so infinite a fancy, botind 
in by a most logical ratiocination.— His acquaintance was cultivated | 

by the most polite and accurate men, so that bis house Was an j 

University in less volume, whither they came, not so much for 
repose as study, and to examine and refine those grosser proposi- ! 
tions, which laziness and consent made current in conversations I 
Baylets account of may also be quoted as exceedingly | 

applicable to the great subject of this work.—' ‘ His illustrious friends | 

erected a very glorious monument to him in the collection entitled 
Mendgkina, Those who judge ’of things aright will confess that * 
this collection is veiy proper' to shew the extent of genius and learn- 
ing which was the character of Menage. And I may be bold to 
say that the excellent works he piMished will ?iot 
from other learned men so advanfageously as this. To publish books 
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that he at all times expressed his thoughts with great 
force, and an elegant choice of language, the effect of 
which was aided by his having • a loud voice, and a 
slow deliberate utterance. In him were united a most 
logical head with a most fertile imagination, which gave 
him an extraordinary advantage in arguing : for he 
could reason close or wide, as he saw best for the 
moment. Exulting in his intellectual strength and 
dexterity, he could, when he pleased, be the greatest 
sophist that ever contended in the lists of declama- 
tion ; and, from a spirit of contradiction, and a delight 
in shewing his powders, he would often maintain the 
wrong side wdth equal warmth and ingenuity ; so that 
when there was an audience his real opinions could 
seldom be gathered from his talk; though when he 
was in company with a single friend he would discuss 
a subject with genuine fairness ; but he was too con- 
scientious to make erroiir permanent and pernicious 
by deliberately writing it; and, in all his numerous 
works, he earnestly inculcated what appeared to him 
to be the truth; his piety being constant, and the 
ruling principle of all his conduct. 

of great learning, to make Greek and Latin verses exceedingly well 
turned, is not a common talent, I own ; neither is it extremely rare. 

It is incomparably more difficult to find men who can furnish 
discourse about an infinite number of things, and who can diversify 
them an hundred ways. How many authours are there who are 
admired for their works, on account of the vast learning that is dis- 
played in them, who are not able to sustain a conversation. Those- 
who know Menage only by his books might think he resembled 
those learned men : but if you shew the Menagiana you dis- 
tinguish him from them, and make him known by a talent which is 
given to very few learned men. There it appears that he was a 
man who spoke off-hand a thousand good things. His memorj^ 
extended to what was ancient and modern ; to the court and to the 
city ; to the dead and to the living languages ; to things serious and 
things jocose ; in a word, to a thousand sorts of subjects. That 
which appeared a trifle to some readers of the Menagiana, who did 
not consider circumstances, caused admiration in other readers, 
who minded the difference between what a man speaks without 
preparation, and that which he prepares for the press. And, there- 
fore, we cannot sufficiently commend the care which his illustrious 
friends took to erect a monument so capable of giving him immortal 
glory. They were not obliged to rectify what they had heard him 
say ; for, in so doing, they had not been faithful historians of his 
conversation. ” 
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Such was Samuel Johnson, a man whose talents, 
acquirements, and virtues, were so extraordinary, that 
the more his character is considered the more he wull 
be regarded by the present age, and by posterity, with 
admiration and reverence. 
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[N. B. To those which he himself acknowledged is added 
acknowl. To those which may be fully believed to be his from 
internal evidence is added intern. emd!\ 

1735. Abridgement and translation of Lobo’s Voyage to Abys- 
sinia. acknowl. 

1738. Part of a translation of Father Paul Sarpi’s History of the 

Council of Trent, acknowl. 

[N, B. As this work, after some sheets were printed, suddenly 
stopped I know not whether any part of it is now to be 
found.] 

FOR THE gentleman’s MAGAZINE. 

Preface, intern, evid. 

Life of Father Paul, acknowl. 

1739. A complete vindication of the Licenser of the Stage from 

the malicious and scandalous aspersions of Mr. Brooke, 
authour of Gustavus Vasa, acknowl. 

Marmor Norfolcmise : or, an Essay on an ancient pro- 
phetical inscription in monkish rhyme, lately dis- 
covered near Lynne in Norfolk: by Probus Britan- 
nic us. acknoiul. 

FOR THE gentleman’s MAGAZINE. 

Life of Boerhaave. acknowl. 

Address to the Reader, intern, evid. - 

^ I do not here include his Poetical Works ; for, excepting his 
Latin Translation of Pope’s Messiah, his London, and his Vanity of 
Human Wishes imitated from Juvenal ; his Prologue on the opening 
of Drury Lane Theatre by Mr. Garrick, and his Irene, a Tragedy, 
they are very numerous, and in general short ; and I have promised 
a complete edition of them, in which I shall with the utmost care 
ascertain their authenticity, and illustrate them with notes and 
various readings. 


App 63.1 to tlie Publiclv inbeiialf of tlie iLclitor. iniem, sz'id 
Considerations on the case of Dr. Trapp’s Sermons • a 
plausible attempt to prove that an atithour’s work niav 
be abridged without injuring his property. achiozvL " 

1740. FOR THE gentleman’s MAGxlZlNE. 

Preface, intern* evict. 

Life of Admiral Drake, acknozvl. 

Life of Admiral Blake. acknowL 
Life of Philip Barretier. 

Essay on Epitaphs, acktiowl. 

1741. FOR THE gentleman’s MAGAZINE. 

intern, evid. 

A free translation of the Jests of Hierocles, with an intro- 
duction. inte^'-n. evid. 

Debate on the Htmzble Petition and Advice of the RumiD 

Parliament to Cromwell in 1657 to assume the Title 

of King ; abridged, methodized, and digested, intern. 

evid. 

Translation of Abbe Guy on’s Dissertation on the Amazons. 
intern, evid. 

Ixanslation of Fontenelle s Panegy^nck pn Dr. Morin# 
intez'-n . evid. ' 

2742. FOR THE gentleman’s MAG.VZINE. 

Preface, intern, evid. 

Essay on the Account of the Conduct of the Duchess of 
W^sW^oxoyx^. aeknozvl. c -Lyutncss ui 

An Account of the Life of Peter Burman. aclmoid. 

The Life of Sydenham, afterwards prefixed to Dr Swan’s 
Edition of his Works. arW^/. owaas 

Proposals for printing Bibliotheca Plarleiana, or a Cata- 
logue, of the Library of the Earl of Oxford, afterwards 
-pvQfiKGd to the first A^ohime , of that Catalogue, in 
which the Latin Accounts of the Books were written 
by him. acknowi. 

Abridgement, entitled, Foreign History. evid. 

Essay on the description of China, from the French of Du 
inter 71 . evid. 

1743. Dedication to Dr. Mead of Dr. James’s Medicinal Die- 
tionary. inta'n.evid. 

FOR TtlE GENTLEMx 2 N’s MAGxUINE. 

Vxehce. mtern. evid. 

Parliamentary Debates under the name of Debates in the 
Senate of Lilliput, from Nov. 19, 1740 to Feb. 

1742-3, inclusive, acknowi. ^ 

, •Consideratipns.pn^he Dispute between Crousaz and War* 
burton on Pope’s Essay oh Man, intern, evid. 


A Letter announcing that the Life of Mr. Savage was 
speedily to be published by a person who was favoured 
with his C onfidence. intern, emd.. 

Advertisement for Osborne concerning the Harleiaii Cata- 
logue. intern, evid. 

1744 Life of Richard Savage. 

Preface to the Plarleian Miscellany. acknozvL 

-Bm. THE gentleman’s MAG, IZINE. 

Preface, intern, evid. , 

1745. Miscellaneous Observations on the Tragedy of Macbeth, 
with remarks on Sir T. H.’s (Sir Thomas Hanmer^s) 
Edition of Shakspeare^ and ' proposals for a new 
Edition of that Poet. 

1747. Plan for a Dictionary of the English Language, ad- 
dressed to , Philip Dormer, Earl of Chesterfield. 
achioml, ■ ; \ 

FOR THE gentleman’s MAGAZINE. 

174S. Life of Roscommon, acknowt. 

Foreign History, November, hiiern. evid. 

FOR MR. DODSLEY’s PRECEPTOR. 

Preface, acknowl. 

Vision of Theodore the Hermit, acknowl. 

1750. The Rambler, the first Paper of which was published 

20th of hlarch this year, and the last 17th of March, 
1752, the day on which Mrs. Johnson died.^ acknowl. 
Letter in the General Advertiser to excite the attention of 
the Publick to the Performance , of Comus, which was 
next day to be acted at Drury-Lane Playhouse for the 
Benefit, of Milton’s Granddaughter, acknowl. 

Preface and Postscript to Lauder’s Pamphlet, entitled, 
An Essay on Milton’s Use and Imitation of the 
Moderns in his Paradise Lost.” acknowl. 

1751. Life of Cheynel, in the Miscellany called “ The Student.” 

acknowl. 

Letter for Lauder, addressed to the Reverend Dr. John 
, Douglas, acknowledging his Fraud concerning Milton 
in terms of suitable Contrition, acknowl. 

Dedication to the Earl of Middlesex of Mrs. Charlotte 
Lenno.x’s “ Female Quixote.” intern, evid. 

1753. Dedication to John Earl of Orrery, of Shakspeare Illus- 

trated, by Mrs. Charlotte Lennox, 

During this and the following year he wrote and gave 
to his much loved friend Dr. Bathurst the Papers in 
the Adventurer, signed T. acknowl. 

1754. Life of Edw. Cave in the Gentleman’s Magazine, acknowl. 

1 [This is a mistake. The last number of the Rambler appeared 
on fo 7 irtee 7 ith:oi March, three days before Mrs, JohnSQa died, 

liSee Yol. i. pp. 144, 
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1755. A Dictionary, with a Grammar and History, of the. 

English Language. 

An Account of an Attempt to ascertain the Longitude at 
Sea, by an exact Theory of the Variations of the 
Magnetical Needle, with a Table of the Variations 
at the most remarkable Cities in Europe, from the 
year i66o to i860. acknowL This he wrote for Mr,, 
Zachariah Williams, an ingenious ancient Welsh 
Gentleman, father of Mrs. Anna Williams, whom 
he for many years kindly lodged in his House. It 
was published with a Translation into Italian by 
Signor Baretti. In a Copy of it which he presented 
to the Bodleian Library at Oxford is pasted a cha- 
racter of the late Mr. Zachariah Williams, plainly 
written by Johnson, intern, evid. 

1756, An Abridgement of his Dictionary. ackncnvL 

Several Essays in the Universal Visiter, which there is 
some difficulty in ascertaining. All that are marked 
with two Asterisks have been ascribed to him, al- 
though I am confident from internal Evidence that 
we should except from these “ The Life of Chaucer,’^ 
“ Refiections on the State of Portugal,” and “An 
Essay on Architecture : ” And from the same Evi- 
dence I am confident that he wrote “Further Thoughts 
on Agriculture, ” and “A Dissertation on the State of 
Literature and Aiithours.” The Dissertation on the 
Epitaphs written by Pope he afterwards acknow- 
ledged, and added to his “ Idler.” 

Life of Sir Thomas Browne prefixed to a new Edition of 
his Christian Morals, acknowl. 

In the Literary Magazine : or, Universal Review, 
which began in January 1 756. 

His Original Essays are. 

The Preliminary Address, intern, evid. 

An Introduction to the Political State of Great Britain. 
intern, evid. 

Remarks on the Militia Bill, mtei'n. evid. 

Observations on his Britannick Majesty’s Treaties with the- 
Empress of Russia and the Landgrave of Hesse; CasseL 
intern, evid. 

Observations on the Present State of Affairs, intern, evid. 

Memoirs of Frederick III. King of Prussia, intern, evid. 

In the same Magazine his Reviews are of the following 
Books: “Birch’s History of the Royal Society.” — 
“Browne’s Christian Morals. ” — “ Warton’s Essay 
on the Writings and Genius of Pope, Vol. I.”— 

“ Hampton’s Translation of Polybius.” — “Sir Isaac 
Newton’s Arguments in proof of a Deity.”— “ Bor- 
lase’s History of the Isles of Scilly.”— ‘ Plonie’s Ex- 
.periments on Bleaching,-”— “ Browne’s History of 
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Jamaica. ‘ Hales on Distilling Sea Waters, V enti- 
lators in Ships, and curing an iU Taste in Milk.”— 
‘‘Lucas’s Essay on Waters.”— “Keith’s Catalogue 
of _ the Scottish Bishops. Philosophical Trans- 
actions, Vol. XLIX.” — “Miscellanies by Elizabeth 
liarrison.” — “ Evans’s Map and Account of the Mid- 
dle Colonies in America.” — “ The Cadet, a Military 
Treatise.” — “The Conduct of the Ministry relating 
to the present War impartially examined.” 
evid. 

“ Mrs. Lennox’s Translation of Sully’s Memoirs.” — 
“Letter on the Case of Admiral Byng.” — “Appeal 
to the People concerning Admiral Byng.” — “ Han- 
way ’s Eight Days’ Journey, and Essay on Tea.” — 
“Some further Particulars in Relation to the Case 
of Admiral Byng, by a. gentleman of Oxford,” 
ackncmd. 

Mr. Jonas Hanway having written an angry Answer to the 
Review of his Essay on Tea, Johnson in the same Col- 
lection made a reply to it. ac/cnow/. This is the only 
Instance, it is believed, when he condescended to take 
Notice of any Thing that had been written against him ; 
and here his chief Intention seems to have been to 
make sport. 

Dedication to the Earl of Rochford of, and Preface to, 
Mr. Payne’s Introduction to the Game of Draughts. 
acknowL 

Introduction to the London Chronicle, an Evening Paper 
which still subsists with deserved credit, acknowl, 

1757. Speech on the Subject of an address to the Throne after 

the Expedition to Rochefort; delivered by one of 
his Friends in some publick Meeting : it is printed in 
the Gentleman’s Magazine for October 17S5* intern, 
eruld. 

The first two Paragraphs of the Preface to ^Sir William 
Chambers’s Designs of Chinese Buildings, &c. 
acknowl. 

1758. The Idler, which began April 5, in this year, and was 

continued till April 5, 1760, ackmwl. 

An Essay on the Bravery of the English Common Soldiers 
was added to it, when published in Volumes, achimvl, 

1759. Rasselas Prince of Abyssinia, a Tale, acknowl. 

Advertisement for the Proprietors of the Idler against 

certain Persons who pirated those Papers as they 
came out singly in a News-paper called the Universal 
Chronicle, or Weekly Gazette, intern, etdd. 

For Mrs. Charlotte Lennox’s English Version of Brunioy, 
— “ A Dissertation on the Greek Comedy,’’ and the 
General Conclusion of the Book, intern, evid. ^ 

Introduction to the World Displayed, a Collection of 
Voyages and Travels. ^ 
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Three Letters in the Gazetteer, concerning the best plan 
for Blackfriars Bridge. ackno%ul. 

1760. Address of the Painters to George III. on his Accession 

to the Throne, milern. evid. 

Dedication of Baretti’s Italian and English Dictionary 
to the Marquis of Abreu, then Envoy-Extraordinary 
from Spain at the Court of Great-Britain. intern, 
evid. 

Review in the Gentleman’s Magazine of Mr. Tytler’s 
acute and able Vindication of Mary Queen of Scots. 
ackmwL 

Introduction to the Proceedings of the Committee for 
Clothing the French Prisoners, acknowl. 

1761. Preface to Rolfs Dictionary of Trade and Commerce. 

acknowl. 

Corrections and Improvements for Mr. G wyn the Archi- 
tect’s Pamphlet, entitled “ Thoughts on the Corona- 
tion of George III.” acknowl. 

1763. Dedication to the King, of the Reverend Dr. Kennedy’s 
Complete System of Astronomical Chronology un- 
folding the Scriptures, Quarto Edition. ackncnol. 
Preface to the Catalogue of the Artist’s Exhibition, intern, 
evid. 

1763. Character of Collins in the Poetical Calendar, published 

by Fawkes and Woty. acknowl. 

Dedication to the Earl of Shaftesbury of the edition of 
Roger Ascham’s English Works, published by the 
Reverend Mr. Bennet. acknowl. 

The Life of Ascham, also prefixed to that edition. 
acknowl* 

.Review of Telemachus, a Masque, by the Rev. George 
Graham, of Eton College, in the Critical Review. 
acknowl. 

Dedication to the Queen of Mr. Hoole’s Translation of 
Tasso, acknowl. 

Account of the Detection of the Imposture of the Cock- 
Lane Ghost, published in the News-papers and 
Gentleman’s Magazine, acknowl. 

1764. Part of a Review of Grainger’s “ Sugar Cane, a Poem,’’ 

in the London Chronicle, acknowl. 

Review of Goldsmith’s Traveller, a Poem, in the Critical 
Review, acknowl. 

1765. The Plays of William Shakspeare, in eight volumes 

8vo. with Notes. 

1766. The Fountains, a Fairy Tale, in Mrs. Williams’s Miscel- 

lanies, 

1767. Dedication to the King of Mr. Adams’s Treatise on the 

Globes, acknowl. 

1769. Character of the Reverend Mr. Zachariah Mudge, in the 

London Chronicle. 

1770. The False Alarm, acknowl. 
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1771. Thoiiglits on tlae late Transactions respecting Falkland’s 

Islands, acknowl. 

1772. Defence of a Schoolmaster j dictated to me for the Idouse 

acknowl. 

Argument in Support of the Law of Vicmis Intromission ; 
dictated to me for the Court of Session in Scotland. 
acknowl. 

1773. Preface to Macbean’s “Dictionary of Ancient Geo- 

graphy.” acknowl. 

Argument in Favour of the Rights of Lay Patrons; 
dictated to me for the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, acknowl, 

1774. The Patriot, acknowl. 

1773. A Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland, ackmtol. 
Proposals for publishing the Works of Mrs. Charlotte 
Lennox, in three volumes quarto, acknowl. 

Preface to Baretti’s Easy Lessons in Italian and English. 
intern, evict. 

Taxation no Tyranny ; an Answer to the Resolutions 
and Address of the American Congress, acknmol. 
Argument on the Case of Dr. Memis ; dictated to me for 
the Court of Session in Scotland, acknowl. 

Argument to prove that the corporation of Stirling was 
corrupt ; dictated to me for the House of Lords. 
acknowl. 

1776. Argument in Support of the Right of immediate and 

personal reprehension from the Pulpit ; dictated to 
ackno'Lvl. 

Proposals for publishing an Analysis of the Scotch Celtick 
Language, by the Reverend William Shaw, acknowl. 

1777. Dedication to the King of the Posthumous Works of Dr. 

Pearce, Bishop of Rochester, acknowl. 

Additions to the Life and Character of that Prelate ; 

prefixed to those Works, acknowl. 

Various Papers and Letters in Favour of the Reverend 
Dr. Dodd, acknowl. 

1780. Advertisement for his Friend Mr. Thrale to the Worthy 

Electors of the Borough of Southwark, acknowl. 

The first Paragraph of Mr. Thomas Davies’s Life of 
Garrick, acknowl. 

1781. Prefaces, Biographical and Critical, to the works of the 

most eminent English Poets ; afterwards published with 
the Title of the Lives of the English Poets, acknowl. 
Argument on the Importance of the Registration of 
Deeds ; dictated to me for an Election Committee 

of the House of Commons, 

On the Distinction between Tory and Whig ; dictated 
to me. acknowl. 

On Vicarious Punishments, and the great Propitiation for 
the Sins of the World, by Jesus Christ ; dictated 
to me. acknowl. 
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Argument in favour of Joseph Knight, an African Negro, 
who claimed his Liberty in the Court of Session in 
Scotland, and obtained it ; dictated to me. acknowl. 

Defence of Mr. Robertson, Printer of the Caledonian 
Mercury, against the Society of Procurators in Edin- 
burgh, for having inserted in his Paper a ludicrous 
Paragraph against them ; demonstrating that it was 
not an injurious Libel ; dictated to me. acknoivL 
17S2. The greatest part, if not the whole, of a Reply, by the 
Reverend Mr. Shaw, to a Person at Edinburgh, of 
the Name of Clarke, refuting his arguments for the 
authenticity, of the Poems published by Mr. James 
Macpherson as Translations from Ossian. intern, ev id. 
17S4. List of the Authours of the Universal History, deposited 
in the British Museum, and printed in the Gentle- 
man’s Magazine for December, this year, acknowl. 

VARIOUS YEARS. 

Letters to Mrs. Thrale. acknowl. 

Prayers and Medications, which he delivered to the Rev. 
Mr. Strahan, enjoining him to publish them, acknowl. 

Sermons, left for Ptiblication by John Taylor, LL.D., Pre- 
bendary of Westminster, and given to the World by 
the Rev. Samuel Hayes, A.M. intern, evid.^ 

Such was the number and variety of the Prose Works of 
this extraordinary man, which I have been able to discover, and 
am at liberty to mention j but we ought to keep in mind that 
there must undoubtedly have been many more which are yet 
concealed; and we may add to the account the numerous 
Letters which he wrote, of w'hich a considerable part are yet 
unpublished. It is hoiked that those persons in whose possession 
they are will favour the world with them. 

JAiVIES BOSIVELL. 


1 [To this List of the Writings of Dr. Johnson, Mr. Alexander 
Chalmers, with considerable probability, suggests to me that we 
may add the following : 

IN THE gentleman’s MAGAZINE. 

1747. Lauder’s Proposals for printing the Adamus Exul of Grotius. 
Vol. 20, p. 404. 

1750. Address to the Publick, concerning Miss Williams’s Miscel- 
lanies. Vol. 20, p. 428. 

1753. Preface. 

Notice of Mr. Edward Cave’s death, inserted in the last 
page of the Index. 

IN THE LITERARY MAGAZINE. 

275^* Observations on the foregoing letter ; ” i.e. A letter on the 
American Colonies. Voi. i, p, 66.— -M.] 


INDEX 


TO 


LIFE OF SAMUEL 


A 

Abercrombie, James, of Phila- 
delphia, i. 266, 555, 583 ; sends 
Boswell two letters by Johnson 
to American gentlemen, i. 556 
Aberdeen, John, Earl of, i. 368 

, town of, visited by Johnson, 

i. 606 ; Johnson a freeman of, 
i. 629 ; ii. 21X 

Abernethy, Dr., his life in the 
" Biographia Britannica,” ii. 
625 

, Rev. John, a dissenting 

minister, ii. 154 
Abington, Lord, ii. 377 

, Mrs., the actress, i. 655, 

676 ; her benefit at Drury Lane, 
i. 657, 661 

Abjuration, oath of, i. 655, 656 
Abolition of slavery, Johnson’s 
opinion on, ii. 175, 176, 177 ; 
Ranby’s tract on, ii. 178 
Abreu, Marquis of, Envoy from 
Spain, i. 268 

Abyssinia, A Voyage to,” by 
Ijobo, a Jesuit, i. 48 ; transla- 
tion of, by Johnson, i. 48, 49, 
50, 51 ; shown by Boswell to 
Johnson, ii. 6 

, Emperor of, said to be con- 
verted to the Church of Rome, 
i. 50 

Academia della Crusca, Florence, 
present Johnson with their 
Vocabolario,” on receipt of 
his Dictionary, i. 224 ; alluded 
to, i. 339 

Academy, French, send Johnson 
their ” Dictionnaire,” i. 224 ; 
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number employed in its pro- 
duction, i. 227 

Academy, Royal, instituted, i, 
438; Sir Joshua Reynolds’s 
“ Discourses ” to, ii. 320, 321 

“ Account of the late Revolution 
in Sweden,” by Charles Sheri- 
dan, ii. 248 

‘ ' - — of an Attempt to ascer- 
tain the Longitude at Sea,” by 
Zachariah Williams, i. 203, 227 

‘ ' of the Life of Dr, Samuel 

Johnson, from his birth to his 
eleventh year,” by himself, i. ix, 

15 

'* of Scotland in 1702, An,” 

ii. 211 

' ‘ Acis and Galatea ” quoted, ii. 
211 

Act of Oblivion, Milton shielded 
under, ii. 419 

Adam, Robert and James, the 
architects, i. 658 

Adamites, the, and their notes, i. 
594 

Adams, Miss, ii. 635, 641, 656, 
715 

, Mrs., ii. 635 

, Rev. Dr., Master of Pem- 
broke College, Oxford, i. 29, 30, 
31, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 87, 89, 
126, 132, 133, 140, 194, 195, 
196, 213, 371, 759, 760 ; ii. 635, 
637. 639, 642, 643. 644, 646, 
655, 657, 658, 715, 716, 743, 
751 ; visited by Johnson and 
Boswell, i. 757 ; his answer to 
David Hume’s “ Miracles,” i. 
758 ; his epitaph at Gloucester, 
ii. 715 
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Adams, William, founds school 
at Newport, Shropshire, i. 86, 
87 

Adams's “Treatise on the Globes, ’ 
Johnson supplies dedication to, 

i. 421 

“Works on Architecture,” 

ii. 141 

“ Adamus Exul,” of Grotius, pro-* 
posals for printing, i. 169 

Addison, Joseph, his method of 
accumulating intelligence, i. 
146 ; his style and Johnson's 
compared, i. 163, 164; Pope’s 
character of, i. 451 ; his “ Re- 
marks on Italy," i. 674; his 
“ Cato" quoted, ii. 246 ; John- 
son’s Life of, ii. 428, 429, 430 ; 
alluded to, i. 232, 274, 326, 560, 
598, 654, 674, 693; ii. 26, 36, 
15 1, 202, 268, 294, 406, 452, 463, 
464, 467, 737 

“Address of the Painters to 
George III. on his Succession," 
by Johnson, i. 26S 

<< to the Reader," by John- 

son, i. 95 

Adelphi, Garrick’s house in the, 
ii. 467 


preaches sermon on Johnson 
- before Oxford University, ii, 
75 ^ 

Aikin, Anna Letitia (Mrs. Bar- 
bauld), ii. 152 

Akenside, M., fraudulent edition 
of his ‘ ‘ Pleasures of the Imagi- 
nation," published at Dublin, i. 
274 ; superior to Gray and 
Mason, ii. 25 ; Johnson’s Life 
of, ii. 433 ; alluded to, i. 519 ; 
ii, 2 

Akerman, Mr., keeper of New- 
gate, ii. 128, 374 ; his conduct 
vindicated, ii. 373, 374 
Alberti, Leandro, i. 674 
Alchemy and its progress, i. 698 
Alci blades, ii. 232 
Alcibiades's dog, antique marble 
of, ii. 202 

Aldrich, Rev. Mr. , of Clerkenwell, 

i. 311 

Aleppo, Mr. Hussey’s journey to, 

ii, 320 

“ , Siege of," a tragedy, ii. 

226 

Ale.xander the Great, i. 181, 543 
“ Alfred, Life of," projected by 
Johnson, i. 126 


Adey, Mary, of Lichfield, i. 12, “All for Love," Dryden’s preface 
433* 777 i ii* 355* 5^9 to, quoted, ii. 481, 482 

, Mrs., of Lichfield, ii. 340 Allen, Edmund, the printer, i. 256, 

“Ad Laurani parituram Epi- 360, 673 ; ii. 124, 128, 234, 271, 

gramma," by Johnson, i. 109 329, 464,583, 692,706, 707,709, 

“Ad Ornatissiinam Pitellam,” 718 ; Johnson's letter to, ii. 581 

Latin ode by Johnson, i. 109, , Mr., of Trentham, i. 10 

no , Rev. John, vicar of Peatling, 

Adultery, heinousness of the crime ^-57 
of, i. 429; not to be palliated, Alnwick Castle, Pennant’s descrip- 
i. 589 ; ii. 301, 302 , tion of, ii. 236, 237 


Adventure, The, ship employed in 
Banks and Solander’s scientific 
e.xpedition, i. 506 
“Adventurer, The," sketch for 
No. 45, i. 148, 149 ; Johnson’s 
writings in, i. 183, 187, 18S ; 
alluded to, i. 170, 184, 249’ 

“ Adversaria," Johnson’s, i. 146 
“ .iEschyluSj” Potter’s, ii. 224 . 
Agar, Welbore Ellis, ii. loi : 

“ Aglaura, ’’ a play by Suckling, ii. 
.'"276. . 

“ Agriculture^ Further , Thoughts 
on," in “ Universal Visiter," by 
Johnson, i. 230 

Agutter, Rev. Mr., ii. 637, 756; 


Althorpe, Lord, ii. 368 

Amanuenses employed by John- 
son on tlie Dictionary, list of, 

133 

American affairs, Johnson’s 
opinions and pamphlets on, i. 
624, 630, 632, 648, 649, 650, 651 ; 
ii- t93* 253 , 45^ 

edition of “ Rasse] as " pub- 
lished, i. 557 

Americans, Johnson’s antipathy 
to, ii. 253, 273 

Amory, Rev. T'homas, a dissenting 
minister, ii. 154 

Amyat, Dr., relates anecdote of 

; Johnson, i. 288 


“Anacreon,” Baxter’s, ii. 528, 617 ; 
collated by Lord Auchinleck, ii. 
594 

“Analysis of the Scotch Celtic 
Language,” proposals for Mr. 
Shaw’s, written by Johnson, ii. 
89, 90 

“Anatomy of Melancholy,” by 
Robert Burton, i. 30, 481, 757 
‘ ‘ Ancient Geography, ,a System 
of," by Macbean, i. 133 5 ii. 20 
Anderson, Mr., Professor of 
Natural Philosophy at Glasgow, 
ii. 102 

Andrews, Dr., of Dublin Univer- 
sity, i. 375, 376 

“Anecdotes Litt^raires, ” i. 583 

“ of Dr. Johnson,” by Hester 

Lynch Piozzi (Mr$. Tlirale), i. 
14, 16, 17, 36, ,37, 54, 55, 314, 
317, 318, 381, 539, 544, 603 : li. 

33> 34» 201, 291, 433, 680, 681, 
682,'^ 683, 684, 685, 686 

“ of Painting in England,” 

by Horace Walpole, ii. 547 
Angel, Capt., of the frigate, 
i. 266 

, Mr., i. 570 

Angelo, Michael, portrait of, by 
hiniself, at St. Cloud, i. 718 
Angeloni’s letters, ii. 480 
Angels, good and bad, evidence 
of Scripture for, ii. 640 
“Annales,” early particulars of 
Johnson’s history, i. 41 
“Annals of Scotland,” by Lord 
Hailes, i. 617, 618, 621, 623, 
625, 665,, 699, 702, 703, 705, 706, 
729, 740 ; ii. 103, 191, 312, 348 ; 
commended by Johnson, ii. 44 
Anne, Queen, touches Johnson for 
the evil, i. 16; the eminent 
writers in her reign, i. 325, 326 
Anson, ii. 324 

“Ant, The,” a paraphrase from 
the Proverbs, by Johnson, i. 
406 ; , , _ 

“ Anthologia,” Greek epigrams in, 
translated into Latin by John- 
. son, ii. 723 

Antoninus, Marcus, his reflections 
on his own life, ii. 15 1 
Apelles’s Venus, ii. 473 
Apicius, the ancient epicure in 
“ Dialogues of the Dead,” i. 
761 , , , , 


‘ ‘ Apollonius Rhodi us , ” t ransla- 
tion of, by Rev. T. Warton, i. 
218 

.“ Apotheosis of Milton, The, " not 
written by Johnson,: i 95 
“ Appeal to the Public in behalf 
of the Editor,” by Johnson, i. 

95 ' ■■ 

Appleby school, Leicestershire, i. 

87 . 

Arbulhnot, Dr., Johnson's opinion 
of, i. 325 ‘ alluded to, i. 694 
“Arcadia,” Sir Philip Sidney’s, ii. 
116 

“Archaeological Dictionary,” by 
the Rev. Wilson, dedicated to 
Johnson, ii. 526 
Argenson, Mr . , i . 7 11 
Argyle, Archibald, Duke of, i. 133 ; 

h. 59, 636 ; suit against, by Sir 
Allan Maclean, i. 700; ii. S3, 
no 

-, Duchess of, i. 179 

Argyleshire, visited by Johnson, 

i. 606 

Ariosto, Harrington's translation 
of, ii. 116 ; alluded to, ii. 
39 ^ 

“ Aristarchus Anti-Bentleianus, 
by Richard Johnson, i. 150 
Aristotle’s sentiments attacked, i. 
137; his “Art of Poetry,” ii. 
30 ; alluded to, ii. 396, 414 
Ai'inorial bearings, antiquity of, 

i- 531 

Armstrong, Dr. John, the poet, 1. 
266 ; ii. ICO 

“ , Johnny,” an old song, 

L 308 

Arnaud, ii. 301 

Arnold, Dr. Thomas, his “ Obser- 
vations on Insanity,” ii. 155 
Arran, Lord, Chancellor of Oxford 
University, his letter as to con- 
ferring degree of Master of Arts 
on Johnson, i. 209, 210 
Art of living in London, John- 
son’s tutor in, i. 65 

of Poetry,” Aristotle's doc- 
trine in his, ii. 30 

Arthur’s Seat, Boswell has house 
near, ii. 99 

Articles, the Thirty-nine, their 
place in the Church, i. 464, 465 ; 
petition to Parliament for re- 
moving subscription to, i. 509 
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Ascham, Roger, Johnsons Life 

of, i. 356 B 

Ash, Dr. John, ii. 733 

Ashbourne, Derbyshire, i. 45, 47, Bacon, Lord, i. 9, 160, 514, 739 ; 

223, 784 ; ii. I, loi, III, 117, ii. 169, 589, 628, 630 ; his works 

159, 167, 180, 181 ; visited by consulted by Johnson for the 

Johnson, i. 784; ii. 115, 166, Dictionary, ii. 169 ; Mallet’s Life 

171, 502, 687, 691, 701 ; earth- of, ii. 170 
quake at, ii. 120; mistress of an Badcock, Rev. Samuel, ii. 745 
inn at, presents an address to Bagshaw, Rev. Thomas, i. 599 ; 
Boswell, ii. 180 Tohnson’s letters to, i. 599 ; ii. 


Ashmole, Elias, ii. 151 
Asiatic Society, The, a discourse 
to, quoted, i. 485 
Astle, Rev. Mr., ii. 658 ; books 
recommended for his study by 
Johnson, ii. 658 

, Thomas, i. 106 ; ii. 500, 658 ; 

Johnson’s letter to, ii. 500 
Astley, the equestrian, ii. 353 
Aston, Catherine (Mrs. Henry 
Hervey), i. 66 

, Molly (Mrs. Brodie), i. 46, 

777; ii- 295, 356, 433, 434; 
Johnson’s epigram to, ii. 295 

, Mrs., i. 777, 780 ; ii. 117, 

iiS, 183, 356, 358 

, Sir Thomas, i. 46, 66 

Athol, Earl of, death of, i. 388 

porridge, a mixture of 

whisky and honey, ii. 454 
Atonement, the doctrine of the, ii. 

490.491 

Atterbury, Bishop, his funeral 
sermon on Lady Cutts, ii. 200 ; 
his sermons commended, ii. 
215 

Auchinleck, Ayrshire, i. 609, 701 ; 
ii. 90, 91, 102, 15s, 184, 317, 
319, 386, 522, 594; Johnson's 
visit to, i, 606 ; entail of estate, 
B 730, 731 ; importance of the 
family at, ii. 156, 157 

, Lord, Boswell’s father, i. 555, 

628, 630 ; ii. 69, 91, 112, 323, 
343 ; on the side of liberty in 
the negro case, ii. 1S8 ; his 
death, ii. 520 

“ Authour, The Young,” poem by 
Johnson, i. 26 

Avarice inherent in some disposi- 
tions, ii. 279 

Aylesbury, John Wilkes, member 
for, ii, 59 

Ayrshire election petition, ii, 449, 
430: 
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Bailey, Hetty, of Lichfield, ii. 509 
Baker, Mrs., of Edinburgh 
Theatre, i. 411 

, Sir George, ii. 694 

Baldwin, Mr., the printer, ii. 665 
Balguy, Rev. John, ii. 154 
Balloon, Johnson subscribes to, ii. 
694, 696, 697; sends his servant 
to see it fly, ii. 717 
Ballow, Thomas, author of a 
" Treatise on Equity,” ii. 17 
Baltic, proposed expedition to, by 
Johnson, ii. 119 

Bancroft, Dr. John, Bishop of 
Oxford, i. 30 

Banks, Mr., of Dorsetshire, John- 
son’s absence of mind at his 
house, i. 99 

, Sir Joseph, his scientific ex- 
pedition, i. 506; alluded to, i. 
368; ii. 153, 316, 319, 754; 
Johnson’s letters to, i. 502 
Bannatine, George, cousin to Dr. 

Hugh Blair, i. 275 
Barber, Francis, Johnson’s 
coloured servant, i. 171, 172, 
174, 176, 266, 41T, 504, 561, 
562, 621, 697, 70s ; ii. 18, 34, 
55, 76, 180, 194, 321, 323, 345, 
506, 508, 584, 634, 635, 710, 
717, 752, 753 ; sent to school by 
Johnson, i. 174 ; leaves Johnson 
to go to Sea, i. 265 ; his master 
interests himself to get him re- 
leased, i. 265, 266 ; sent to 
school at Bishop Stortford, i. 
434; Johnson’s legacy to, ii. 
739. 740. 741. 742, 743 ; John- 
son’s letters to, i. 435, 475, 
476 

, Mrs., i. 173 

Barclay, A., author of “The 
Ship of Fools,” i. 206 
Mr., the brewer, one of Mr-. 


X iN U£U A. 


777 


Thrale’s successors, ii. 485, 703, 
740 

Barclay, Mr., a student of Oxford, 
answers Kenrick’s attack on 
Johnson’s Shakspeare, i. 3S2, 
383 

■ , Mrs., ii. 703 

I , Robert, of Ury, the apolo- 

gist for the Quakers, i. 770 ; ii. 
485 

Baretti, Joseph, i. 192, 203, 207, 
252, 438, 705, 707, 716, 763; 
ii. 5, 15, 70, 79, 143, 324, 410, 
667, 685 ; translates Williams’s 
“Attempt to ascertain Longi- 
i tude” into Italian, i. 203, 227; 
j his Italian and English Diction- 
1 ary, i. 268 ; revisits Italy, i. 
276 ; his account of Italy praised 
by Johnson, i. 431 ; his trial for 
stabbing a man, i. 456, 458 ; his 
acquittal, i. 458 ; his quarrel 
with Davies, i. 555 ; his “ Easy 
Lessons in Italian and Eng- 
lish,” i. 628 ; his review, “ Frusta 
Letteraria,” ii. 152 ; Johnson’s 
letters to, i. 276, 277, 283, 291 
Barnard, Dr. Thomas, Bishop of 
Limerick, i. 368, 644 ; ii. 68, 
^482 ; altercation between him 
'and Johnson, ii. 482 ; Johnson’s 
charade on, ii. 552 

, Dr., Provost of Eton, ii. 369 

Mr., the King’s librarian, i. 

413, 414, 418 

Barnes, Joshua, ii. 247, 400 
Barnewall, Nicholas, attainder re- 
versed in favour of, ii. 199 
Barnston, Letitia, ii. 357 
Barret, a surgeon, at Bristol, ii. 38 
Barretier, Philip, Johnson’s Life 
of, i. 100, 105, 113, 185 
Barrington, Hon. Daines, his 
essay on the migration of birds, 
i. 590; his “Observations on 
the" Statutes,” ii. 272 ; alluded 
to, ii. 480, 606 

Barrow, Rev. Dr., his sermon 
“Against Foolish Talking and 
Jesting,” ii. 474, 475, 476' 
Barrowby, Dr., the physician, ii. 
641 

Barry, James, the painter, 11. 577,. 
606 ; Johnson’s letter to, ii. 558 

■ , Mr., plays in Johnson's 

“ Irene,” i. 140, 141 
VOL. II. 


Barry, Sir Edward, M.D., a notion 
of his refuted by Johnson, ii. 26 
Barter, Mr., a miller, his contro- 
versy with Mr. Elwal, i. 520 
Bartolozzi, the engraver, ii. 94 
“ Bas Bleu,” a poem, by Hannah 
More, ii. 477 

Baskerville’s edition of Virgil, 
copy of, presented by Johnson 
to Trinity College, Oxford, i. 
439 

of Barclay’s “ Apology,” 

i. 770 

Bateman, Edward, of Christ 
Church, Oxford, lectures by, i. 
41, 42 

Bath, Johnson’s visit to, ii. 34, 35 

, Marquis of, i. 368 

Batheaston Villa, near Bath, verse 
competition at, i. 667 
Bathurst, Col., i. 174 

, Dr. Richard, i. 130, 135, 

170, 174, 176, 177, 183, 185, 
187 ; ii. 408, 409, 413 ; his death 
at the taking of Havannah, i. 
177, 299 

, Lord, i. 103 ; ii. 301, 346, 

347, 348, 426 

, Lord Chancellor, ii. 125 

Baxter, Richard, i. 146, 595 ,*^61 8 ; 
ii. 545 ; his “ Anacreon,” ii. 528 ; 
collated by Lord Auchinleck, ii, 
594, 617 ; his belief that a 
suicide may be saved, ii. 578 ; 
his works should all be read, ii. 
579 ; his “ Call to the Uncon- 
verted,” ii. 609 

, William, ii. 6r 

Bayes, ii. 324 

Bayle's “Dictionary,” ii. 208; 
praised by Johnson, i. 325 ; his 
account of “Menage,” ii. 762, 

763 

Eeaconsfield, Edmund Burke’s 
seat at, ii. 269 
Beard, a singer, i. 321 
Beattie, Dr. J., Professor of Moral 
Philosophy at Aberdeen, i. 499, 

SOB 503. S04. 50s. 506, 507. 

553. 555. 599. 604, 605 ; 11. 66, 
105, 471, 472, 547, 672, 674; 
notes by, ii. 375, 376 ; his letter 
to Boswell, i, 506, 507 ; John- 
son's letter to, ii. 375 

, Mrs., i. 503, 506, 507; ii. 

375 
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Beauclerk, Lady Diana, i. SB2, 
631, 65i ; ii. 364, 467 

, Topham, i. 58, 177, 180, 181, 

272, 283, 284, 291, 329, 367, 413, 
479. 578, 582, 598, 631, 637, 648, 
653, 658, 061, 673, 674, 675, 681, 
699 ; ii. 5, 14, 18, 85, 16S, 245, 
30S, 307, 331, 332, 333, 334, 361, 

393. 403- 407. 451. 452. 467. 470 » 

474, 476, 481, 541, 542, 534 ; visits 
Cambridge University with 
Johnson, i. 374; gives evidence 
on Baretti's trial, i. 458; his 
veneration for Johnson, i. 574; 
relates anecdote of Johnson,!. 
724, 725 ; Johnson stays with, at 
Brighton, ii. 183 ; his elegance 
of manner, ii. 336; his death, 
ii. 364 ; sale of his library, ii. 
364 ; Johnson praises his talents, 
ii. 368 ; Johnson’s affection for, 
ii. 393, 394 ; his inscription under 
Garrick's portrait, ii. 467, 46S, 
542 

Beaufort, Duchess of, ii. 358 

Beaumont and Fletcher, edition of 
their works, by Dr. Seward, i. 
77S 

Beauties of Johnson, ’ issued 
by Mr. Kearsley, i, 155, 156 ; ii. 
514, 515 ; correspondence on 
the article on “Death," ii. 516, 
S17 

Beauty, manly, as described by 
Shakspeare and Milton, ii. 448, 
449 

“Beaux Stratagem, The," i. 773 *; 
ii. 40 

Beckenham, Kent, Mr. Cator’s 
seat at, ii. 659 

Beckford, Alderman, ii. 62, 175, 
176 

Bedford, Duke of, ii. 248, 492, 661 

Bedlam Hospital for the Insane 
visited by Joliiisoii and Boswell, 
i. 696, 697 

“Bee, The, being Essays on the 
most interesting subjects," by 
Goldsmith, i. 315 

Beechi Thomas, a Avine merchant, 
author of ‘ ‘ Eugenio, " i. 582 

“ Beggar’s Opera, The," its in- 
fluence, i. 690, 691 alluded to, 
i. 758 ; ii. 173, 27S, 466 

Behmen, Jacob, 1. 483 

Belchier, Mr., a surgeon, ii. 44 


Belgrade, siege of, described by 
Gen. Oglethorpe, i. 533 
Bell, John, i. 553 

, Mr., a bookseller, ii. 93, 94 

- — , Mrs, , Johnson's epitaph on, 

i. 553 

, Rev. Dr. , Prebendary of 

Westminster, i. 553 

, Rev. Mr., of Strathaven, ii. 

3TI 

Bell’s “ Travels "recommended, i. 
429 

Bellamy, Mrs., the actress, n. 596; 

her letter to Johnson, ii. 596 
“ Bellerophoii," a tragedy by 
Euripides, quoted, i. 206 
Belshara, W., his “ Essay on 
Dramatic Poetry," i. 297, 298 
Bengal, destructive diseases in, ii. 
203 

Bennet, Mr,, Johnson, writes dedi- 
cation for, i. 356 
Benson, Mr. Auditor, i. 166 

, Re^n George, ii. 154 

Bentham, Rev. Dr. , Canon of 
Christchurch, Oxford, i. 760 

, Rev. Edward, ii. 154 

Bentley, Dr. R., i. 38, 150, 759; 

ii. 61, 232, 402, 404, 574 
Berenger, Richard, ii."46i, 463 ; 

his “ Plistory and Art of Horse- 
manship," ii. 463 

Beresford, Mrs. and Miss, Ameri- 
can ladies, ii. 634,, 635 

, Rev. Mr., ii. 248 

Berkeley, Bishop, his ingenious : 
sophistry, i. 361 ; ii. 154, 407, 
408; alluded to, i. 491 ; ii. 145 
Berriman, Rev. William, ii. 154 
Berwick, Duke of. Memoirs of, ii. ; 
249, 250 

Berwick-on-Tweed, i. 606 
Betterton, the actor, ii. 162 
Bevil, Rev. Mr., ii. 440 
Bewley, Mr., his veneration for 
Johnson, ii. 501 

Bible, commentators recommend- ^ 
ed by Johnson, ii. 44 
“Bibliotheca Harleiana,” pro-: 

posals for printing, i. 105 
“ Bibliotheque Britannique,” by 
Dr. Maty, i. 213 

— —, Johnson’s scheme for, i. 212, 

, 213 ' 

“ — -desSavans," review of the I 
Dictionary in, i. 243 


Bickerstaff, Isaac, i. 449, 450 
Bicknell, Mr., Johnson ridiculed 
by, i. 236 

“ Biddulph, Miss Sydney, Me- 
moirs of,” a novel by Mrs. 

' Sheridan, i. 273, 297 
Bindley, James, Commissioner in 
the Stamp Office, note by, i. 
121 ; alluded to, i. 150, 157, 
494 ; ii. 264, 280, 542, 573, 654 
Binning, Lord, i. 538 ; ii. 286 
“Biographia Britannica," i. 497, 
761 ; ii. 100, 153, 154, 283, 428, 
625 

“ Dramatica,” i. 274 

“ Biographical Dictionary,” i. 274 ; 
ii. 100 

“ History,” by the Rev. Mr. 

Granger, ii. 75 

Biography, Johnson’s opinion on 
writing, i. i, 5, 6 ;“ii. 136, 137; 
Dr. Warburton on 7 i. 3 ; Bos- 
well’s conception of, i. 4 ; 
Plutarch, i. 6 ; often allotted 
to indifferent or negligent 
writers, i. 7 

Birch, Rev. Dr. Thomas, i. 3, 93, 
94, 102, 104, 132 ; ii, 154 ; 
Greek epigram to, by Johnson, 
i. 95; his letter to Johnson on 
the Dictionary, i, 213, 214 ; 
letters frorn Johnson to, i. 112, 
165, 213 

Birch's MSS. in the British 
Museum, i. 103, 104, 132 
Birds, migration of, i. 590 
Birmingham, i. 47, 48 ; visited by 
Johnson, i. 48, 52, 768; ii. 502, 
7H 

Bishop, a liquor, liked by Johnson, 
i. 182 

Bishops, to ensure reverence, 
should not frequent routs and 
taverns, ii. 450, 451 ; should 
they give dinners in Passion 
Week, ii.' 461 

Blackfriars Bridge, controversy on 
design for, i. 267, 268 
Blacklock, Dr. Thomas, poem by, 
i. 25X ; alluded to, i. 357 
Blackmore, Sir Richard, i. 468, 
469 ; ii. 321, 415 ; Johnson’s 
Life of, ii. 431, 432 
Blackstone, Sir William, i. 41, 
680 ; ii. 331, 464, 496 
Blackwall, Anthony, master of 
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Market Bos’worth School , i. 47 ; 
ii.745 

Blagden, Dr,, i. 721 ; 410 
Sir Charles, i , 368 
Blainville’s “Travels,” 1.674 
Blair, Drf John, Prebendary of 
Westminster, ii. 347 

, Rev. Dr. Hugh, his 

“ Resurrection ” issued by Dr. 
Douglas, i. 275 ; his zeal for 
Ossian, ii. 38 ; submits his ser- 
mons to Stralian, ii. 79 ; John- 
son commends them, ii. 80, S 6 ; 
his lectures on “Rhetoric and 
Belles Lettres,” ii. 151, 152 ; his 
sermons universally praised, ii. 
183; his sermon on “Devotion,” 
ii. 293, 294 : his letter to Bos- 
well, ii. 347, 348; alluded to, i. 
302, 303, 435, 613, 617, 63s ; ii. 
91, 147, 294, 346, 347, 469 

■ , Rev, Robert, author of “The 

Grave, a Poem, ' ii. 36 
Blake, Admiral, Johnson’s Life of, 
i. 100 

Blakeway, Rev. J. B., notes by, i. 
loi, 290, 378, 480, 723 ; ii. 25, 
28, 370; alluded to, ii. 654 
Blanchette, Marquis and Mar- 
chioness, i. 710 

Blaney, Elizabeth, !, ii ; ii. 712 
Blank verse inferior to rhyme, i. 

^ 327. 484 

Blenheim Park, i. 763, 764 
Bloxham , Mr., a fellow-collegfan 
of Johnson, ii. 264 
Blue-Stocking Clubs, ii. 477 ; 

origin of the name, ii. 477 
Boccage, i. 710 

Bocardo, keeper of a prison at 
Oxford, i. 137 

Bodleian Library, Oxford, i. 415, 
581 ; ii. 309, 318 ; books pre- 
sented to, by Johnson, i. 203, 
227, 618 

Boece, Hector, the historian, ii. 
617 

“ Boerhaave, The Life of,” by 
Johnson, i. 95 ; alluded to, i. 
694 

“ Boethius de Cons.,” Miss Carter 
advised to translate, i. 94; 
alluded to, i. 485, 612 
Boileau’s “ Imitation, of Juvenal,’' 
i. 77 ; ii. 301 

Bolingbroke, Henry St, John, first 
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Viscount, his “ Philosophy” 
published by Mallet, i. 197 ; 
Johnson’s opinion of it, i. 197, 
198, 248 ; Warburton's book 
against, i. 248 ; his “ Letter to 
Sir William Windham,” ii- 205 ; 
said to have first written the 
‘ ‘ Essay on Man ” in prose, ii. 
346, 347, 348 ; alluded to, ii. 
297, 298, 301, 346, 427 
Bolingbroke, Lady, her descrip- 
tion of Pope, ii. 280, 281 
Bologna, the best sausages made 
at, i. 544 

Bolton, Mr., of Birmingham, i. 
771, 772 

Bonaventura, the seraphic doctor, 
i. 384 

Bond, Mrs., Johnson’s tenant at 
Lichfield, ii. 740 

Bon-Mots, exquisite instance of, ii. 
279 

“ Bon Ton,” a play, i. 658 
“Book of Discipline,” of the 
Church of Scotland, i. 526 
Books and Booksellers, i. 334, 
^ 335> 745 

Booksellers, provincial, rarity of, i. 
10 ; Johnson expresses opinion 
as to their generosity, i. 229 
Boothby, Brook, ii. 434 

, Miss Hill, i. 46 ; ii. 433, 

434 ; Johnson’s letter to, ii. 
433 

, Sir Brook, i. 46 

Borlase, Rev. William, ii. 154 
Boscawen, Hon. Mrs., widow of 
the Admiral, ii. 286, 368, 467, 
468, 469 

Boscovitch, Pere, i. 485, 725 
“ Bostock, Tom,” old ballad on, i. 

ISO 

Bosville, Godfrey, his seat at 
Thorpe, Yorkshire, ii. 310 ; 
alluded to, ii. 381 

, Mrs., i. 523 

Boswell, Alexander (the author’s 
son), ii. 69, 77, 88, 105, 188 

, David(the author’s ancestor), 

i. 730 

.j- — David (the author’s son), ii. 

. 78, 88 ; his death, ii. 89 
, Dr., i. 334 ; ii. 6, 99 
Euphemia, ii. 77, 88, 188 

, Janies (author of this work), 

i. 47, 98, 139, 154, 162, 185, 259, 


322 330, 360, 377, 415, 448> S^5» 
533> 598, 621, 634. 644, 653, 723, 
747, 781 ; ii. 68, 69, 84, 98, 113, 
1 19, 224, 280, 299, 301, 321, 451, 
471, 472, 479, 542, 550, SSI, 6c6, 
667, 686, 743, 747 ; promised an 
introduction to Johnson by Der- 
rick, i. 294 ; visits London, i. 
29s ; introduced to Johnson by 
Davies, i. 299 ; his snub from 
Johnson, i. 300 ; visits Johnson 
at his chambers, i. 302 ; dines 
with him at the Mitre, i. 307 ; 
joins in writing “Critical Stric- 
tures,” i. 312; Johnson’s advice 
to, as to his travels, i. 330 ; reads 
letter from Lord Hailes to John- 
son, i. 331 ; journey to the 
Hebrides suggested, i. 344 ; 
Johnson's advice to, on his 
studies abroad, i. 349, 350, 352, 
363 ; accompanied by Johnson 
to Harwich on the way for 
Holland, i. 356, 337, 360, 361 ; 
a member of the Literary Club, 
i. 368 ; visits Corsica, i. 3S5 ; 
returns to London, i. 386 ; in- 
forms Johnson of intention to 
publish account of Corsica, i. 
391 ; sends Johnson copy of 
inaugural exercise on admission 
as advocate, i. 399, 400; John- 
son criticizes Latin,, in it, i. 400 ; 
advised by Johnson not to write 
“History of Corsica,” i. 402; 
publishes “Account of Cor- 
sica,” i. 422 ; returns to London 
and follows Johnson to Oxford, 
i. 422, 423 ; Johnson attacked 
by Dr. Kenrick in a pamphlet 
entitled “An Epistle to James 
Boswell,” i. 434; visits Johnson 
at Mr. Th rale's, i. 446 ; presents 
General Paoli to Johnson, i. 
448 ; advised to complete a 
Dictionary of words peculiar 
to Scotland, i. 455 ; returns to 
Scotland, i. 471 ; visits London 
on the appeal as to dismissal of 
a schoolmaster, i. 504, 505 ; 
consults Johnson on the law 
of vicious intromission, i. 545 ; 
his pamphlet upon the great 
Douglas cause, i. 574, 575 ; 
arranges tour in Scotland, L 
604, 605; accompanies Johnson 
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through Scotland and the He- 
brides, i. 606, 607 ; attends Mrs. 
Abington’s benefit at Drury 
Lane, i. 657 ; his introduction 
to Gen. Oglethorpe, i. 677 ; 
visits Bedlam with Johnson, i. 
696, 697 ; his dispute with his 
father as to entail of Auchinleck, 
733:. 732, 739 ; goes to Oxford 
with Johnson, i. 755, 756, 757; 
visits Ashbourne, i. 784 ; goes 
to see Johnson at Bath, ii. 35 ; 
receives round-robin on Gold- 
smith’s epitaph, ii. 68; suffers 
from fits of melancholy, ii. 70, 
71 ; proposes to meet Johnson 
at Carlisle, ii. 89, loi, no; 
consults Johnson as to removing 
to London, ii. 155, 156, 157’; 
his dispute with Johnson on the 
right to tax America, ii. 178, 
i79> 193 I leaves Ashbourne, ii. 
180; advised by Johnson and 
Wilkes how to conduct case in 
the House of Commons, ii. 196, 
197; visited by Johnson when 
ill in bed, ii. 337 ; visits John 
Wesley at Edinburgh, ii. 340; 
visits Lichfield and Chester, ii. 
355. 3561 357; counsel in the 
Ayrshire election petition, ii. 
449, 450; Johnson’s idea of his 
value, ii. 457 ; visits Young’s son 
at Welwyn, with Johnson, ii. 
486, 487, 488 ; ’ succeeds to 
Auchinleck on his father’s death, 
ii. 520, 521 ; Johnson's advice on 
his succession, ii. 521, 523 ; 
gives Johnson an account of his 
doings at Auchinleck, ii. 527, 
601; elected chairman of the 
county, ii. 601 ; returns to Scot- 
land on news of dissolution, ii. 
617, 619 ; goes to Oxford with 
Johnson, ii. 634, 635 ; applies 
to Lord Thurlow for an addition 
to Johnson’s pension to allow 
him to go abroad, ii. 669, 670, 
676, 677, 679 ; his conversations 
with Johnson, i. 31, 229, 303, 
304, 307, 387, 389, 393, 423. 427, 
437. 443. 444. 455. 45^. 458. 459- 
467, SOS. 65s, 682 ; 11. 35, 53, 
122, 133, 139. 140, 147. 149.^51. 
155, 163, 168, 170, 210, 212, 227, 

275. 293. 303. 305. 345. 349. 483. 
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560, 56r, 570, S75. 576, 578 ;■ on 
the Thirty-nine Articles, i. 464, 
465 ; on the objections to the 
Roman Catholic Church, i. 465, 
466 ; on the differences between 
the various Churches, i. 509 ; 
on the similarity of the Erse 
and Irish languages, i. 513 ; on 
a future state, i. 517, 518; on 
duelling as contrary to the laws 
of Christianity, i. 531, 532 ; ii. 
568, 569 ; on lay patronage in 
the Church, i. 584, 585, 586, 
587, 588 ; on the case of Dr. 
Memis, i. 694, 695 ; on the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of 
entail, i. 747, 748 ; on the Scotch 
Militia Bill, i. 750 ; on happiness 
in marriage, i. 772 ; on Hume’s 
persisting in infidelity when 
dying, ii. 135; on writing 
biographies, ii. 136, 137 ; on 
success in the profession of the 
law, ii. 158 ; on infractions upon 
the English language, ii, 171, 
172 ; on drinking wine, ii. 213, 
214 ; on the proper use of 
wealth, ii. 230; on the argu- 
ments for Christianity, ii. 274 ; 
on the effects of vice on a 
man’s character, ii. 303, 304 ; 
on Christians associating with 
the enemies of religion, ii. 353 ; 
on trusting to impressions, ii. 
489; with respect to original 
sin, ii. 490, 491 ; on the pleasure 
of living in London, ii. 528, 
529 ; on hospitality in country 
houses, ii. 559, 560 ; on the 
doctrine of the resurrection, ii. 
569 ; on liberty of conscience 
and liberty of teaching, ii. 572, 
573 ; on forms of prayer, ii. 
642, 643 ; his letters to John- 
son, i. 365, 402, 432, 498, 499, 
502, 553, 608, 609, 617, 618, 621, 
622, 629, 631, 633, 64s, 705, 725, 
740 ; ii. 70, 72, 74, 82, 87, 89, 
90, 99, 104, 105, 109, 113, 1 14, 
117, 181, 184, 187, 191, 193, 194, 
24T, 311, 321, 337, 341, 355, 359, 
374, 380, 381 ; his letter to Dr. 
Percy, ii. 242; his letters to 
Doctors Cullen, Hope, and 
Munro, ii. 614 ; Johnson’s letters 
to, i. 362, 385, 4C0, 431, 441, 
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470. 49S, 503, SSI, 554, 604. 60s. 

606, 607, 610, 611, 613, 614, 616, 

617, 618, 622, 625, 626, 628, 630, 

633. 635. 646, 699, 701, 703, 706, 

728, 729, 732, 733. 737. 739. 740. 

741, 742 ; li. 34, 70. 71, 76, 78, 

86, 88, 91, 103, 106, Tio, 1 14, 

115, 119,182, 186, 187, 242, 313, 

319. 323. 337. 341. 343. 3S7. 

363. 376, 385. 441. 446. 503/514. 

517. 5^9. 520, 522, 523, 527, 584, 

601, 611, 612, 614, 616, 617, 717, 

718, 719 ; Beattie's letter to, i. 

506, 507 ; Dempster’s letter to, i. 

640 ; Dilly's letter to, ii. 93, 94 ; 

Dr. Vyse’s letter to, ii. 108 ; 

Hugh Blair’s letter to, ii. 347 ; 
Warren Hastings’ letter to, ii. 

441 ; Lord Thurlow’s letter to, 
ii. 677 

, James (the author’s third 

son), notes by, i. 39, 122, 151, 

178, 425, 450, 469, ‘488, S31, 

533 ’ 534. 634, 688, 708, 761 ; ii. 

30, 169, 198, 400, 401, 405, 502, 

547; alluded to, i. 491, 492 ; ii. 

238, 317. 473 

Boswell, Mrs. (wife of the author), 
i. 604, 607, 610, 611, 615, 

625, 699, 703, 733, 736, 739, 

740, 741 ; ii. 72, 77, 89, 91, 115, 

116, 141, 191, 323, 343, 361, 503, 

515. 519. 520, 521, 522, 527. 579. 

614, 616, 6i8, 718, 719 ; her 
prejudice against Johnson, i. 

607, 608, 647, 702, 729, 742 ; ii. 

77, 73 ; sends present to John- 
son, ii. 103 ; her illness, ii. 114, 

187 ; her recovery, ii, 314 ; her 
letter to Johnson, ii. 524 ; John- 
son’s letters to, ii. 69, 112, 

522 

, Sir William, i. 138 

, Thomas, grant of Auchin- 

leck to, i, 730 ; alluded to, ii. 

,555 

, Thomas David ( the 

author’s brother), ii. 374, 375, 

386, 752 

— — , Veronica (eldest daughter 
of the author), i. 613, 699, 740 ; 

.liii 70, 77, 88, 91, 105, 188, 

Bolt-, Rev. Thomas, ii. 154 
BtSitfchier, Governor, ii. 460 
Bbiaffier, Pere. i. 361 


Boufflers, Mme. de, i. 725 
Bouhours, Dominique, his true 
criticism, i. 454 

Boulter, Dr. Hugh, Archbishop of 
Armagh, i. 17, 239 
" Boulter's Monument,” Dr. 

Madden’s poem on, i. 239 
Bounty on the exportation of corn, 
ii. 203 

Bouquet, Mr., a bookseller, i. 177 
Bourdonne, Mme. de, i. 583 
Bower, Mr., his proposed share 
in the “Universal History,” ii. 
724 

Bowles, William, Johnson’s visit 
to, at Heale, near Salisbury, ii, 
586, 587 

Bowyer, William, a printer, Life 
of, ii. 706 

Boydell, Alderman, i. 632 
Boyle, Mr., his philosophical 
studies and “Martyrdom of 
Theodora,” i. 234, 235 • alluded 
to, ii. 630 

Boyse, Rev. jQseph, of Dublin, ii. 

154 ' . 

— — , Samuel, n. 745 
Bradley, Rev. James, ii. 154 

, Derbyshire, Mr. Meynell’s 

seat at, i. 45 

Bradshaw, William, said to have 
written part of “ The Turkish 
Spy,” ii. 556 

Braithwaite, Daniel, of the Post 
Office, ii. 630 

Bramhall, Archbishop, his book 
on “ Liberty and Necessity,” i. 
4^5 

Bramston’s “ Man of Taste,” 
quoted, i. 39 

Brent, a fencing master, i. 321 
Brett, Col., i. 124 

, Mrs. (the divorced .Lady 

Macclesfield), i. 124 

, Rev. Mr., a dissenting 

divine, ii. 637 

Brighthelmstone( Brighton), visited 
byjohnson, i. 439, 440, 492 ; ii. 
75.76,77.183,525 
Bristol, Earl of, i. 66, 412 

, visited by Johnson and 

Boswell, ii. 38 ; Burke, member 
for, ii. 327 

“ British Essayists, The," by Alex- 
ander Chalmers, i. 154 
British Museum, i. 3 ; ii. 397 


'* British Princes, The,” by Hon. 
Edward Howard, i. 469 
Synonymy,” one^of John- 
son’s poems in, ii. 749 * 
“Briton,” anonymous translation 
of Johnson’s “Ad Urbaniim" 

by, 1.74.75 

Broadley, Capt., ii. 310 
Brocklesby, Dr., ii. 538, 583, 584, 
587, 588, 598, 606, 614, 615, 616, 
617, 618, 625, 691, 699, 717, 737, 

738, 739. 741. 750, 75 ^ : 

offer to Johnson, ii. 678 * John- 
son’s letters to, ii. 587, 691, 692, 
693, 694, 695 ; ins letter to 
Johnson quoted, ii. 588 
Brodie, Capt,, i. 46; ii. 356 
Bromley, Kent, Johnson’s wife 
buried at, i. 176 

Brooke, Henry, author of “ Gus- 
tavus Vasa,” Johnson’s answer 
to, i. 95 

“ Broome, Life of,” by Johnson, 
ii. 369, 425 

Broughton, Hugh, the Puritan 
divine, ii. 154 

•, Rev. Thomas, ii. 154, 

Brown, “Capability,” i. 763; ii. 
345 

, Isaac Hawkins, i. 668 ; ii. 
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, Rev. Dr. John, author of 

■ “The Estimate,” i. 490 

Rev. John, ii. 154 

, Rev. Robert, of Utrecht, i. 

389 ; ii. 251 

, Thomas, Johnson’s English 

teacher and author of a spelling 
book, i. 17 

Browne, Rev. Simon, ii. 154 
— ■ — , Sir 7 'homas, i. 161, 185 ; 
ii. 225, 256; his “Christian 
Morals ” edited by Johnson, i. 
231; Johnson’s Life of, i. 231, 
247 

Bruce, King Robert, his hfe, by 
Lord Plailes, i. 705, 706 

Sir John, his ballad of 

‘ ‘ Plardykniite, ” i. 454. 

Brumoy, Pere, English version of, 
by Mrs, Lenno.x, i. 263 
Brutes, essay maintaining the 
future life of, i. 428; not en- 
dowed wvith reason, i. 591; 
their hardships recompensed by 
man’s cai'e, ii. 40 


Brutus, Marcus, opinions as to, i. 

297, 298 - : 

Bryant, Mr., ii.;625 ^ 

Brydone, Patrick, his tour through 
Sicily and Malta, i. 674, 779 ; ii, 
30S 

Buchan, Earl of, i. 527, 529 
Buchanan, George, his elegant 
verses, i. 351, 352 ; alluded to, 
i. 458, 612 ; ii. 546 . 
Buckingham, Duchess of, ii. 209 
— Marquis of, i. 378 
Budgell, Eustace, i. 573; ii. 36, 
Bud worth, Capt., ii. 745 
, Mr., headmaster of gram- 
mar school at Brewood, Staf- 
fordshire, i. 47 ; ii. 745 
Buffon, the naturalist, ii. 68 
Bulkeley, Mrs., an actress, i. 
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Bunbury, Henry,, i. 316 

, Sir Charles, i. 368, 613, 

653 ; a pall-bearer at Johnson's 
funeral, ii. 754 

Bunyan, John, his “ Pilgrim’s 
Progress ” praised by Johnson, 
i, 581 

Burbidge, Mr., registrar at St. 

Andrew’s, Holborn, i. 121 
Burgoyne, General, the disaster 
to his army, ii. 307, 308 
Burch, Edward, R.A., ii. 756 
Burial service, an expression in, 
considered, ii. 569 
Burke, Right Hon. Edmund, i. 
50, 314, 317. 454. 458, 40 . 533 > 
597, 601, 763 ; ii. 50, 64, 68, 69, 
122, 168, 169, 227, 265, 278, 279, 
280, 326, 327, 374, 403, 407, 408, 
428, 449, 453, 454, 457, 470, 536, 
568, 627, 628, 631, 662, 667, 683, 
713, 744; his “Essay on the 
Sublime and Beautiful” re- 
viewed by Johnson, i. 232 ; a 
member of the Literary Chib, i. 
367, 368 ; rudely attacked by Sir 
John Hawkins, i* 369 ; his great 
reputation, i. 395 ; his speeches 
on the repeal of the Stamp Act, 
i. 396 ; Boswell introduced to, 
i. 582 ; his speech on American 
taxation, i. 632 ; his “ Letter to 
the Sheriffs of Bristol on the 
affairs of America,” ii. 163 ; his 
seat at.Eeaconsfield, 11. 269,- 
uniform respect for ]ohnson, ii. 
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662, 663 ; a pall-bearer at John- 
son’s funeral, ii. 754 
Burke, Richard, i. 368 ; ii. 374, 
575. 708 

Burlington, Lord, ii. 301 
Burman, Peter, Johnson's Life of, 
i. 103 

Burnet’s “History of his own 
Times,” i. 560; his “Life of 
Rochester,” ii. 168 
Burney, Dr. Charles, i. 39, 150, 
214, 243, 247, 248, 286, 304, 368, 
383, 426, 726, 727 ; ii. 224, 317, 
318, 325, 366, 467, 468, 501, i;o2, 
546, 563, 592, 716, 743; notes 
by, i. 18, 141, 150, 187, 222, 321, 
337. 369. 371. 429. 603, 659, 671, 
688, 775, 777 ; ii. 398, 402, 403, 
699 ; letters of Johnson to, i. 215, 
243, 246, 3S3 ; ii. 699, 700, 716 
, Dr. Charles, jun., ii. 725, 

756 

, Miss Frances, ii. 366, 577, 

627, 700; her “Cecilia” and 
“ Evelina,” ii. 577 ; an imitator 
of Johnson's style, ii. 729 

, Mrs., i. 247, 379 ; ii. 563, 

564, 699, 700 

Burrows, Dr., rector of St. 

Clement’s Danes, ii. 328 
Burr owes, Rev. Robtu't, ii. 725 
Burton, Rev. John, ii. 154 

, Robert, i. 30, ii. 358 ; his 

“Anatomy of Melancholy,” i. 
481, 757 

Burton s books, list of, li. 609 
Busts, pLtures, etc., of Johnson, 
ii. 756 

Bute, Earl of, i. 285, 286, 295, 403, 
679, 680, 68 r, 781 ; ii. 63, 344, 
497. 531. 555 J procures pension 
for Johnson, i. 285 ; his seat at 
Luton Hoe, ii. 485, 493, 494 ; 
Johnson’s letters to, i. 287, 290 
Butler, Rev. Dr. Joseph, Bishop 
of Durham, ii. 154 
— — , Samuel, i. 581 ; ii. 472, 645 ; 

his “ Hudibras,” i. 572, 692 
Butter, Dr., a physician of Derby, 
ii. I, 136, 143, 1^4, 479. 737. 
741 

, Mrs., ii. 144 

“Byng, Admiral, T .etter on the Case 
of,” by Johnson, i. 232; “Ap- 
peal to the People Concerning,” 
i, 232, 236 ; epitaph, i. 236 


Byng, Hon, John, his account of 
Johnson’s last hours, ii. 753 
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Cadell, Mr., a bookseller, i. 275, ’ 

744, 745 ; ii. 94, 2S9 ; joins with i 
Strahan in the purchase of 
Blair’s sermons, ii. 80 
Caesar, Julius, his “ Book of Apo- 
thegms,” i. 9; his “Commen- 
taries,” i. 61 ; grace of his 
narratives, ii. 151 
Caldwell, Sir James, i. 414 
“Caledonian Mercury, The,” 
prosecuted for libel by the pro- 
curators of Edinburgh ; ii. 494, 

495 ; Johnson’s argument on, 
ii, 495, 496, 497 

“ Caliban of Literature,” Johnson 
so called by John Gilbert Cooper, 1 

i. 488 

Caligula, the Emperor, ii. 247 
Callimachus’s writings criticized, i 

ii. 388 

Cambray, town and cathedral, i. 
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Cambridge, Richard Owen, i. 686, 

688, 691, 693 ; ii. 217, 218, 219, 

552. 553 ' 

University, Johnson’s visit to, 

with Topham Beauclerk, i. 374 
Camden, Lord, i. 575 ; ii. 270 

, William, his “ Remains,” ii. 

265, 569 

Cameron, Dr. Archibald, brother 
of Lochiel, his execution, i. 99, 

100 

, of Lochiel, i. 99, 100 

Campbell, a Scotch purser in the 
Navy, satirizes Johnson in 
“ Lexiphanes,” i. 421 

, Col. Mure, ii. loi 

, Dr. John, i. 319, 320, 426, 

562, 648, 761, 762 ; ii. 94, 724 

, Hon. Archibald, a non- 

juring bishop, i. 563 ; ii. 636 

, Mr., of Auchnaba, ii. 110, 

iiS 

, Mungo, his shooting of Lord 

Eglintoune, ii. 165 

, Rev. Dr., of St. Andrews, 

his ‘ Enquiry_ into the Original 
of Moral Philosophy,” fraudu- 
lently published, i. 274, 275 ; 
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his “Political Survey of Great 
Britain,” i. 762 ; Johnson’s 
opinion of, ii. 212 
Campbell, Rev. John, of Kippen, 

1,409 

- — Rev. Dr. Thomas, i. 239, 
668, 671, 676, 677 

, Sir Archibald, ii. 44 

Campbells, the young (nephews 
to Boswell), ii. 99 
“ Candide,” Voltaire’s, i. 259; its 
plan similar to that of ‘ ‘ Ras- 
selas,” i. 260 ; ii. 308 
Canning, Right Hon. George, a 
member of the Literary Club, 

i. 368 

‘ ‘ Canons of Criticism, ” by Thomas 
Edwards, i. 194 

Canus, Melchior, aSpanish Domi- 
nican, i. 71 1 

Capell’s Shakspeare, ii. 390 
“ Caractacus,” a drama, i. 666 
Cardan, his “Works and Life,” 

ii. 155 

“ Careless Husband,” a comedy 
by Cibber, i. 124, 669 
Careless, Mrs., Johnson’s first 
love, i. 771, 772 ; ii. 512, 513, 

514. 717 , . , , , .. 

Carleton, Capt., his “ Memoirs, 
ii. 675 

Carlisle, Earl of, Johnson praises 
his poems, ii. 481 ; bis tragedy * 
“The Father’s Revenge,” ii. 
599, 660 

Carmichael, Miss, ii. 195, 319 
Carnan, Mr., .a bookseller, ii. 
100 

Carte, Rev. Thomas, ii. 154 
Carter, Dr. Nicholas, i. 81 

, Elizabeth, i. 81, 94, 177. 

405 ; ii. 147, 148, 467* 4^8, 627 ; 
translates Crousaz’s “ Examen 
of Pope’s Essay on Man,” i. 
93; her contributions to the 
“ Rambler, ” i. 145 
Cartwright, Rev. Thomas, a Puri- 
tan divine, ii. 154 
Castell, Rev. Edmund, ii. 154 
‘ ‘ Catalogue of the Artists’ Exhibi- 
tion,” preface to, by Johnson, 
1. 280 

Catcot, George, the pewterer, n. 
38, 39 

Cathcart, Lord, i. 730 ; ii. 300 
Catherine, Empress of Russia, 


conspiracy against, ii. 294, 295 ; 
presents snufif-box to Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, ii. 320 * said to have 
ordered “ The Rambler ” to be 
translated into Russian, ii. 628 
Catiline, Sallust’s account of, i. 7 
Cato, ii. 4SS 

““ — Addison’s, quoted, ii. 

246, 464 ; Dennis's, ii. 415 
Cator, Mr., Johnson's opinion of, 
ii. 659; his seat at Beckenham, 
Kent, visited by Johnson, ii. 

659 

Caulfield, Miss, ii. 82 
Cave, Edward, compiler and editor 
of the “ Gentleman's Maga- 
zine,” i. 52, S3, 65, 68, 72, 73, 
74, 90, 94, 102, 103, 104, 1 12, 
IIS, 152. 177. 53b 583 : 746 ; 

Johnson’s life of, i. 188 ; his 
minute attention to business, ii. 
279 ; Johnson’s letters to, i. 52, 
53, 66, 79, 80, ,81, 91, 92, 93, 
106, 108 

, Miss, grand-niece of Ed- 
ward, i. 52 

Cawston, Mr. Windham’s servant, 
ii. 753 ; his account of Johnson’s 
last hours, ii. 753, 754 
Caxton, William, his indebtedness 
to French literature, ii. 221 
Cecil, Col., i. 535 
Cervantes, i. 693 ; ii. i 
Chalmers, Alexander, i. 151, 154 ; 
notes by, i. 83, 100, 14X, 167, 
378; ii. 356, 598 

, George, i. 104 

“Cham, Great, of Literature,” 
Johnson so called by Smollett, 
i. 265, 266 

Chamberlayne, Mr., of the Trea- 
sury, ii. 469 

, Rev. Mr., his conversion to 

the Roman Catholic Church, ii. 
638 

Chambers, Catherine, servant to 
Johnson’s mother, i. 256, 420 

, Ephraim, i. , 94 ; ii . 225 ; hi s 

proposal for his Dictionary, i. 
159 ; ii. 224 

■ , Sir Robert, i. 202, 252, 272, 

283, 368, 405, 423, 601, 602, 611, 
613; ii. 17, 443> 44S> ^^4- 7^3} 
appointed judge for Bengal, 1. 
604 ; his departure, i. 619 ; John- 
son’s letter to, i. 202, 203 
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Ghambers, Sir William* ii. 481, 
548 ; submits his '‘ Chinese 
Architecture " to Johnson, ii, 
547 

Chamier, Anthony, i. 367 ; ii. 104, 
188, 220 

“Champion, The,’* a periodical, 

i. 119 

“Chances, The," a play revised 
by Garrick, i. 577 
Chandler, Rev. Samuel, ii. 154 
Chantilly, seat of the Prince of 
Cond6 at, i. 720 

Chapone, Mrs., ii. 599,* her con- 
tribution to the“ Rambler," i. 
145 ; Johnson’s letter to, ii. 599 
Charade, Johnson’s, on the Bishop 
of Limerick, ii. 552 
Charlemont, James, Earl of, i. 

367. 368, 578 ; ii. 453. 454 
Charles I., i. 138, 358, 561, 692 ; 

ii. 532 

II., i. 139, 338, 418, 692 ; ii. 

418, 419 ; Johnson’s defence of, 
i. 670 

V,, Emperor, anecdote of, 

i. 449 : alluded to, ii. 215 
- — XII. of Sweden, Johnson’s 
lines on, in ‘‘ The Vanity of 
Human Wishes, ” i. 138 5 alluded 
to, ii. 231 

. — Edward, Prince, i. 329 
Charterhouse, the, i. 134 
Chastity, the importance of, i. 768, 
769 

Chatham, William Pitt, Earl of, 

i. 86, 104, 13s, 396, 529, 545, 
571, 650; ii. 308, 662 

Chatsworth, Derbyshire, seat of 
the Duke of Devonshire, ii. 181, 
695, 696, 706, 707, 708 
Chatterton, the poet, ii. 38, 39, 
507. 508 

“Chaucer, The Life of," in 
“ Universal Visiter,” not rightly 
ascribed to Johnson, i. 230; 
alluded to, ii. 221 
Chelsea College, i. 436 
“ Chemical Essays,” by Dr. 
Watson, Bishop of Llandaff, 

ii. 485 

Chemistry, Johnson attends ex- 
periments in, ii. 590 
Chester, visited by Boswell, ii. 355 
(ilfe^erfield, Philip, fourth Earl of, 
i 30, 131, T57, 19T, 193, 194, 


196, 517, 661, 669; ii. 56, 334, 
362, 363, 454, 494, 536, 674; 
plan of the Dictionary addressed 
to, 1.130, 131, 132 ; his neglect 
of Johnson, i. 188, 189; writes 
papers in the “World" com- 
mending the Dictionary, i. 189, 
190; attempts to justify himself 
from charges brought by John- 
son, i. 195; his “ respectable 
Hottentot ’’ understood to mean 
Johnson, i. 197 ; his wit, 1.559; 
his “ Letters to his Son," ii. 40, 
41; his “Memoirs and Last 
Letters," ii. 91; his “Miscel- 
laneous Works," ii. 305 ; John- 
son’s letter to, i. 192, 193 
Cheyne, Dr., his “English Mal- 
ady,” i. 34 ; ii. 21, 71 
Cheynel, Johnson’s Life of, i. 167 
Chichester, visited by Johnson, ii. 

525 

Chieftainship of a family cannot 
be transferred, i. 186 
“ China, Account of,” by Du 
Halde, published by Cave, i. 
91 ; alluded to, i. 109, 429 ; ii. 
410 

, wall of, ii. 234 

— — manufactory at Sevres, i. 715 
“Chinese Architecture," by Sir 
William Chambers, ii. 547 
— “ arts and language, ii. 294, 
548 

Chishull, Rev, Edmund, ii. 154 
Choisi, Abb6, ii. 291 

, Royal Palace of, i. 712 

Cholmondeley, George James, ii. 
684 

, George, first Earl, ii. 684 

, Hon. Mrs., i. 485 ; ii. 224, 

227, 275, 276 

“Christian Morals," by Sir 
Thomas Browne, edited by 
Johnson, i. 231 ; review of, i. 
232 

Christian religion, evidences of, i. 
304, 327, 328, 340, 347; the 
arguments for, ii. 274; Baxter’s 
“ Reasons of," ii. 590 
Christian, Rev. Mr., of Docking, 
Norfolk, his theory explaining 
a mystery at St. Kilda’s, i. 427 
Christians, differences between, 
political rather than religious, 
i- 3x0 
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Christiej Mr., ii. 743 
Chronological Catalogue of John- 
son’s Prose Works, ii. 765, 766, 
767, 768, 769, 770, 771, 772 
Church of England chapel at 
Edinburgh, founded by Lord 
Chief Baron Smith, ii. 518 

^ Johnson’s unvarying 

defence of, ii. 287 ; its discipline 
sufficient to preserve the morals 
of the clergy, ii. 629 
Churchill, Rev. C., i. 83, 302, 3x1, 
320, 324, 371 ; ii. 154 ; his satire 
on Johnson's delay in publish- 
ing his Shakspeare, i. 240 ; his 
“Rosciad,” i. 437; his attack 
on Davies, ii. 196, 216, 217 
Churton, Rev. Ralph, Fellow of 
Christ Church, Oxford, i. 599 ; 
ii. 569, 647, 649; his letter to 
Boswell, ii. 648, 649, 650 
Cibber, Colley, epigram on, by 
Johnson, i. 102 ; his “Careless 
Plusband,” i. 124;^ Johnson’s 
opinion of, i. 307 ; his abuse of 
Pindar, ii. 59 ; consults John- 
son on one of his birthday 
“ Odes,” ii. 161 ; alluded to, i. 

^89, 308, 453, 461, 655, 
669; ii. 25, 58, 229, 59S, 626 

, Mrs., plays in Johnson’s 

“ Irene,” i. 141 ; alluded to, i. 
455 

- — , Theophilus, his “ Lives of 
the Poets,” i. 133 ; ii. 23, 24, 
29, 99, 139 

Cicero, ii. 62, 305, 713 
“ Citizen of the World, The,” by 
Goldsmith, i. 315 
Clapp, Mrs., i. 435, 475» 47^ 

Clare, Lord, i. 495 ; ii. 270 
Clarendon, Edward, Earl of, his 
MSS. presented to Oxford Uni- 
versity, i. 742 ; his style of com- 
position, ii. 225 ; his account of 
the appearance of Sir George 
Villiers's ghost, ii. 305 ; hjs char- 
acter of Lord Falkland, ii. 762 
— — Press, i. 743, 757 
Claret, the liquor for boys, ii. 329, 
454 ' 

Clark, Mr., of Edinburgh, his 
pamphlet on the Ossian con- 
troversy, ii. 604, 605 
- — , Alderman Richard, ii. 6.to; 
Johnson’s letter to, ii. 610 


Clarke’s edition of Gorderiiis and 
Erasmus, i. 61 

Clarke,. Revi Dr., i. 304, 465, 488 ; 
ii. 402, ,751; his sermons, ii. 
216, 7sr 

, Rev. William, ii. 154 

Claxton, Mr., i, 590 
Clayton, Rev. Dr. Robert, Bishop 
of Clogher, ii. 154 
Clement, Dr. Wm., of Dublin 
University, i. 375 
Clenard, Nicholas, his Greek 
Grammar and Latin account 
of his travels, ii. 401 
“Cleone,” a play by Robert 
Dodsley, i. 245 ; ii. 401 
“ Cleonice,” a play by John Floole, 

i. 627 

Clergy, the, right of censure pos- 
sessed by, ii. 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 
50 ; Lord Thurlow’s opinion on, 

ii. 505 ; incomes of the, ii. 122 ; 
should be more serious in 
manner and dress than the 
generality of mankind, ii. 451, 

452 

Clergyman, advice to a young, n. 
378, 379 

Clerk, Sir Philip Jennings, iq 455, 



Clive, Lord, ii. 345 

, Mrs., the actress, ii. 391, 

595 

Club, Blue-stocking, 11. 477 

, Essex Head, ii. 605, 606,. 

607, 610, 627, 692, 698, 699 

: , Eumelian, ii. 733 

, Ivy Lane, i, 135 

, Literary, i. 307, 395, 396, 

399. 494. 579. 597. 653 ; ii. 112, 
183, 220, 232, 245, 261, 269, 316, 
319, 36S. 393. 394. 395. 408, 449. 
459. 537. 544. 585« 669, 754:Jist 
of its members, i. 367, 368 ; Bos- 
well elected to, i. 582; Johnson 
proposes R. Brinsley Sheridan, 
ii. 98, 99 

Coachmakers’ Hall, Debating 
Society meets at, ii. 464, 465 
Cobb, Mrs., of Lichfield, i. 433, 

777 ; “• 355. 509. 586 

Cobham, Lord, i. 378 ; u. 301 
Coccaio, Virago, ii. 247 
Cochran, General, Boswell's uncle, 
i. 330 
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Cock-lane ghost, Johnson repre- 
sented as a believer in, i. 311 ; 
investigation into, i. 311, 312; 
Johnson's share in, ii. 232 
Coke, Lord, i. 514 ; ii. 12, 657 
Col, Island of, i. 606, 614 
Colbrooke, Mr., of Paris, i. 719 
Colchester, i. 358 
Cold Baths, Treatise on,” by Sir 
John Floyer, i. 53 
College tutor, advice from an old, 
to his pupils, i. 580 
Collier, Jeremy, a dissenting 
divine, ii. 637 

Collins, W., the poet, i. 204, 205, 
700; character of, written by 
Johnson for “The Poetical 
Calendar,” i. 293 

Colman, George, a member of the 
Literary Club, i. 368, 653, 666 ; 
ii. 278, 393, 754 ; his contribu- 
tions to “'I'he Student,” i. 150; 
buys Foote’s patent, ii. 79 ; his 
translation of Terence, ii. 400 ; 
his “ Letter from Lexiphanes,” 
ii. 727 

“ Colossus of Literature,” John- 
son called, ii. 524 
Colson, Rev. John, Lucasian Pro- 
fessor, i. 63, 64, 157 ; letter from 
Mr. Walmsley to, i. 64 
Columbus, Christopher, ii. 603 
Combabus, the story of, ii. 208 
Committee for clothing the French 
prisoners, Johnson’s introduc- 
tion to the proceedings of the, 
i. 269 

Corapeigne, town, palace, and 
cathedral of, i. 721 
“ Complete System of Astronomi- 
cal Chronology,” by the Rev. 
Dr. Kennedy, Johnson writes 
dedication for, i. 280 
Compton, Re.v. James, his con- 
version from the Roman Catho- 
lic to the Protestant faith, ii, 
565, 566; Johnson's letter to, 

“ Gomus,” Milton's, played at 
Drury Lane, i, 166; Johnson 
writes prologue to, i. 166 
Condd, Prince of, i. 713, 720 
“ Conduct of the Allies,” by Swift, 
criticized, i. 437 
Confession, auricular, i. 466 
“ Confession of Faith of Assembly 


of Divines at Westminster,” in 
Erse, i. 618 
Confucius, ii. 259 
Congd d' dlire, the force of a, ii. 
666, 667 

Congreve, Rev. Charles, i. 17, 772, 
784 

, W., his “Mourning Bride” 

quoted, i. 297; “The Way of 
the World,” i. 572 ; his “Old 
Bachelor,” ii. 164 ; Johnson’s 
Life of, ii. 432, 433 ; alluded to, 
i. 451, 458 

“ Connoisseur, The,” a periodical, 
i. 321 

“Conscious Lovers, The,” a play, 
i- 379 

“ Considerations on Corn,” a tract 
by Johnson, i. 377 

< ‘ on dispute between Crousaz 

and Warburton,” by Johnson, 
i. 109 

“ on the Case of Dr. Trapp’s 

Sermons,” by Johnson, ii, 722 
Const, Francis, ii. 12 
Controversial writings on classics 
and religion, difference in, i. 
758, 759 ; manner of the ancients 
in, ii. 8, 9 

Conversation, Johnson’s opinion 
of Goldsmith’s, i. 575 
“Convict’s Address to his Un- 
happy Brethren,” Dr, Dodd’s 
sermon in Newgate, written by 
Johnson, ii. 124, 146, 147 
Convocation, the, of the clergy, i, 

356 

Conybeare, Rev. Dr. John, Bishop 
of Bristol, ii. 154 

Cook, Capt., ii. 6 ; Miss Seward’s 
ode on the death of, ii, 673 
Cooke, Mr., ii. 606 
Cooksey’s ‘ ‘ Essay on the Life 
and Character of John Lord 
Somers,” i. 654 

Cooper, John Gilbert, i. 497 ; ii. 
132, 389 ; calls Johnson the 
“ Caliban of Literature,” i. 
488 

“ Coriat Junior,” a book of travels 
by Samuel Paterson, i. 528 

, Tom, a humorist, i. 528 

Cork, Countess of (Miss Monck- 
ton), ii. 477, 478 

and Orrery, Earl of, presents 

Johnson’s Dictionary to the 


Academia della Crusca, Flo- 
rence, i. 224 ; alluded to, i. 488 ; 
ii. 160 

Corneille, ii. 398 

Corn laws, the, of Ireland, effect 
of, i. 489 

Cornwallis, Dr., Archbishop of 
Canterbury, ii. 107, 108, 109 
Correction of children, Johnson’s 
argument in favour of, i. 535, 
536, 537 

Corsica, visited by Boswell, i. 385 ; 
suggested account of, i. 391 ; 
Boswell’s account of, published, 
i. 422, 440; pi'aised by Johnson, 
i. 441 

Costard, Rev. George, ii. 154 
Cotterell, Admiral, i. 178 

, the Misses, i. 178, 179, 283, 

292 

Coughlan, Anne (wife of the Hon. 
Thomas Hervey), i. 412 
Council of Trent, History of 
the,” French edition of, by Dr. 
Le Courayer, i. 67 ; Johnson’s 
proposed translation of, i. 67, 
68, 90, 91 

Courtenay, John, his eulogy of 
Johnson’s Latin poetry, i. 32 ; 
of his English poetry, i. 129 ; 
his “ Moral and Literary Char- 
acter of Dr. Johnson,” i. 161, 
162, 237, 262 ; ii. 666, 722 ; note 
by, i. 162 ; alluded to, i. 368, 
654 ; ii. 265, 269, 660 
Coverley, Sir Roger de, i. 693; ii. 
407 

Covington, Lord, a judge of the 
Court of Session, ii. 186 
Cowdry, the seat of the Lords 
Montacute, ii. 525 
Cowley, Abraham, i. 1S3, 185, 
186-; ii. 23, 198, 472, 521; 
Johnson’s Life of, i. 127; ii. 
404, 416, 417: his Latin poem 
on plants, i. 183, 186 
Cowper, Earl, the late, libel 
against, ii. 12 

, William, his translation of 

Homer, ii. 2S8 

Cox, Mr., solicitor for Baretti at 
his trial, ii. 667 

Coxeter, Thomas, ii. 139 ; his 
collection of little-known poets 
used by Shiels and Cibber, ii. 
139 . 


Crabbe, Rev. George, author of 
‘ ‘ The Village, ' ’ ii. 537 
Cradock, Joseph, author of “ Zo- 
beide,” ii. 30, 31 

‘' Craftsman, The,” a newspaper, 

i. 271 

Craig, Mr., father of the architect, 

ii. 319 

Crashaw, Richard, the poet, ii. 
264 

Craven, Lady, ii. 17 
“ Critical Review, The,” i. 270, 
3t2, 314 ; ii. 25, 150, 151, 434 ; 
Johnson's account of Gold- 
smith's “Traveller” in, i. 370; 
his conversation with the King 
on, i. 418 

“ Critical Strictures,” a pamphlet, 

i. 312 

“Criticism on Gray’s ‘Elegy,’” 
by Mr. Young, ii. 731 
Croft, Rev. Herbert, ii. 435, 655 ; 
his Life of Young, the poet, 

ii. 435, 436; his “ Family Dis- 
courses, ” ii. 646 

Cromwell, Oliver, his soldiers said 
to introduce cabbages into Scot- 
land, i. 767 ; Johnson conceives 
design of writing his life, ii. 58S 
Crosbie, Andrew, a Scotch advo- 
cate, i. 698 

Crouch, Mrs., the singer, ii. 580 
Crousaz, his “Examen of Pope’s 
Essay on Man,” i. 93, 109 
Croxall, Rev. Samuel, ii. 154 
Cruikshank, Mr., ii. 575, 592, 737, 
741 ; letters from Johnson to, 
ii. 705 

Cubley, Derbyshire, Johnson s 
father born at, i. 9 
Cullen, Dr., i. 694 ; ii. no, 148, 
613, 614, 615, 616 ; Boswell’s 
letter to, ii. 614 

, Mr., one of the counsel in 

the negro case, ii. no, 185 
Culloden, battle of, i. 329, 60S 
Cumberland, Richard, his 
“Odes,” ii. 34; alluded to, ii. 
724 

, William, Duke of, i. 697 _ 

Gumming, Tom, the Quaker, ii. 
568, 569 

Ciist, Francis Cockayne, a King's 
counsel, i. 114, 120, 121 
Cutts, Lady, Bishop _Atterbury’s 
funeral sermon on, ii. 200 


“ Discontent, The Progress of,” 
a poem, by Rev. Thomas War- 
ton, i. 212 

“ Discourse on the Evangelical 
History,” by Dr. Townson, i. 
599 ; ii. 650 

‘ ‘ Discourses to the Royal iVcade- 
my,” by Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
ii. 320, 664 

“ Dissertation on the Amazons,” 
translation of Abbd Guyon’s, 
by Johnson, i. 102 
“Dissertation on the Epitaphs 
written by Pope, i. 230 

“ on the History of Ireland,” 

by Charles O’Connor, i. 241 
“ on the State of Litera- 

ture and Authors,” by Johnson, 

i. 230 

“ Dissertations on the Grecian 
Mythology,” by Dr. Samuel 
Musgrave, ii. 275 
“ Distressed Mother, The,” John- 
son’s epilogue, to, i. 27, 129 ; 
Budgell’s epilogue to, ii. 36 
“ Diversions of Puiiey,” by Horne 
Tooke, ii. 307 

“ Divine Poesie,” Waller’s, quot- 
ed, ii. 639 

Divine right of kings and bishops, 
i- 33 ^ 

Dixie, Sir Wolstan, i. 47 
Doctrine of Purgatory, the, John- 
son’s opinion oC i. 465, 466 
Dodd, Mrs., her petition to the 
Queen, ii. 125 

, Rev. Dr. W., ii. 102, 109, 

III, 117, 124, 125, 126, 128, 
129, 131, 132, 136, 146, 147, 
216, 245, 563 ; his execution, ii. 
103, 130; efforts to 'get a re- 
spite, ii. 103, 104 ; account of 
his forgery, ii. 123 ; Johnson’s 
assistance in his trial, ii. 124, 
125, 126 ; his letters to Johnson, 

ii. 126, 127, 130; Johnson writes 
petition to the King, ii. 127, 128 ; 
his “Thoughts in Prison,” ii. 
235 ; ' Johnson’s letters to, ii. 

" 128, 130 

Doddington, Mr. (afterwards 
Lord Melcombe), ii. 436 
Dodington, George Bubb, i. 157 
Dodsley, James, i. 129, 136, 142, 
761 

, Robert, i. 80, 81, 82, 90, 


129, 130, 131, 13s, 142, 144, 
177, 195, 196, 203, 206, 215, 
219, 238, 245, 259, 761 ; ii. 29, 
349, 401, 402 

“ Dodsley’s Collection,” i. 765, 
778 ; ii. 16, 29, 132, 172, 233’ 
244, 404 

Dominicetti and his system of 
fumigating, i. 460, 461 
Donaldson, Alexander, a book- 
seller of Edinburgh, i. 334, 335 
Donne, Dr., his life, by Isaac Wal- 
ton, i. 688, 760 

Dossie, Mr., author of a treatise 
on agriculture, ii. 394 
“ Doubts on the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade,” by John Ranby, 
ii. 178 

Doughty, Mr., mezzotint of John- 
son by, i. 625 

Douglas Cause, the great, i. 425, 
574, 575 ; Boswell’s pamphlet 
upon,“ i. 574, 575 : one of the 
counsel in, ii. 192 

, Dr., Bishop of Salisbury, 

i. S3, 95, 167, 191, 311, 330, 
368, 435, 437. 725 ; 276, 629 

, Dr., and a literary fraud, 

i. 275 

“ Home’s tragedy of, i. 

348, 654 

-, Mr. and Lady Jane, i. 574 

, Sir James, ii. 157 

, Sir John (Boswell’s cousin), 

ii. 144 

Douglas’s collection of various 
editions of Horace, ii. 630 
Doxy, Miss (Garrick’s niece), ii. 
361 

Drake, Sir Francis, Johnson’s Life 
of, i. 100 

Draper, Mr., a bookseller, ii. 36 
“ Drapier’s Letter,” by Swift, i. 

654 

“Draughts, Introduction to the 
Game of,” dedication and pre- 
face for, written by Johnson, i. 
238 

Dreghorn, Lord (Mr. Maclaiirin), 
a Scotch judge, i. 687 
Drelincourt on Death, i. 519 
Drogheda, Earl of, ii. 24 
Druuigold, Col., i. 719, 722 
Drummond, Dr. (son of WillianE 
Drummond), ii, 72, 331 
- — — of Hawthornden, ii,. 247 
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Drummond, Williuin, a bookseller 
in Edinburgh, i. 406, 419, 420 ; 
ii. 72 ; Johnson’s letters to, on 
translating the Scriptures into 
the Erse language, i. 407, 409, 
410 

‘'Drury Lane Journal, The,’ mock 
“ Rambler, ’’published in, i. 159 

Lane Theatre, i. 129, 139, 

657, 661 ; ii. 98, 216, 391 ; pro- 
logue written by Johnson for 
Garrick’s opening of, i. 129 ; 
Johnson’s “Irene” produced 
at, i. 139, 140, 141 
Dryden, Derrick gather materials 
for life of, i. 348 ; his poetry 
compared with Pope’s, i. 387, 
451 ; Johnson’s Life of, ii. 421, 
422 ; his “ Hind and Panther ” 
quoted, ii. 421 ; his preface to 
“All for Love” quoted, ii. 
481 ; his “ Aurengzebe” quoted, 
ii. 650, 651 ; alluded to, i. 396, 
484, 523. 5^"9. 658, 718 ; ii. 29, 
58, 62, 219, 226, 264, 301, 343, 
416,600,650 

“ Dublin Evening Post, The,” ii. 

723 

Society for the encourage- 
ment of arts and agriculture, i. 
239 

, Trinity College, confers 

degree of Doctor of Laws on 
Johnson, i. 375 

University, premiums in, 

proposed by Dr. Madden, i. 
239 

Du Boccage, Mme., ii. 673 
Du Bos, Johnson on his criticism, 
i* 454 

Ducket, George, a Commissioner 
of Excise, i. 223 

Duelling and the laws of Chris- 
tianity, i. 531, 532 ; ii- 568, 569 
Du Halde, his “ Account of 
China,” i. 91, 109, 429 ; ii. 410 
Dumbarton, i. 606 
Dunbar, Dr., of Aberdeen, ii. 377 : 
his “ Essays on the History of 
Mankind,” ii. 377 
“ Dunciad,” Pope’s, !. 450, 665 ; 
ii- 6 c ;3 

Duncohibe, Mr., of Canterbury, 
ii.'272 

Dimdas, Plenry (afterwards Lord 
Melville), Secretary of State, 


i. 197 ; his argument in the 
negro case, ii. 185 

Dunfemiline, contested election 
at, ii. 44; Johnson’s argument 
in case arising from, ii. 45, 46, 
47, 48, 49, 50 ; Lord Tiiurlow's 
opinion on, ii. 50, 51 
Dunning, Mr. (afterwards Lord 
Ashburton), i. 367, 515 ; ii. 
1 12, 210, 307 

Dunsinan, Lord, a Scotch judge, 

ii. 31 

Dunton, John, ii. 556 
Dun vegan, i. 614 ; ii. 236 ; house 
of, i, 702 

Duppa, Bryan, Bishop of Win- 
chester, ii. 743 
Dury, Lieut.-Colonel, i. 255 
-■ — , Major-Gen. iVlexander, his 
death near St. Cas, i. 254 
Dyer, Samuel, i. 367, 396 ; ii. 
394 

Dyer’s “ Bleece,” i. 765 
Dyson, Mr., ii. 433 


,E : . 

“ Eagle and Robin Redbreast, 
The,” a poem, by William 
Guthrie, i. 76 

Easton Maudit, Northampton- 
shire, Dr, Percy visited at, by 
Johnson, i. 373 

I ' Easy Lessons in Italian and 
English,” by Joseph Baretti, 
Johnson writes preface to, i. 
628 

Eccles, Mr., i. 324 

, Rev. Mr., falsely claims 

Henry Mackenzie’s “Man of 
Feeling,” i. 275 

Ecole Militaire, visited by John- 
son, i. 709 

Economy, alluded to, i. 722 ; 
notable example of, by Pere- 
grine Langton, i. 397, 398 

Eddvstone visited by Johnson, i. 
2S8 

Edensor Inn, near Chats worth, 
landlord of, calls Johnson 
Oddity,” ii. 181 

Edial, i. 71, 501 ; advertisement 
of Johnson s school at, i. 59 

Edinburgh, Johnson arrives at, i. 
606 
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“Edinburgh, Transactions of 
Royal Society of,” ii. 406 
Education of children, i. 345 ; 
the preference for teaching by 
lectures censured, i. 388, 389 ; 
boys should be: allowed to read 
whatever engage their attention, 
ii. 333 

Edwards, Mr. (Johnson fellow- 
collegian), ii. 362, 263, 264, 265, 
266, 267, 268, 462, 463 ' 

, Mr., of New England, 

on “ Grace,” ii. 253 

, Rev. Mr., appointed a master 

of St. Paul’s School, ii, ,566 
Rev. Dr., of Oxford, John- 
son’s letter to, ii. 318 

~, Thomas, author of ‘ ‘ Canons 

of Criticism,” i. 194 
Effect of music due to association 
of ideas, ii. 173 

Egg, Isle of, MSS. of Erse poetry 
from, i. 646 
Eglinton Castle, i. 349 
Eglintoune, Alexander, Earl of, i. 
438 ; ii. 89, 186 ; shot by Mungo 
Campbell, ii. 165; the number 
in his father's household, ii. 274 

, Countess of, ii. 317 

Egmont, John, Earl of, his history 
of the house of Yvery, ii. 555- 
Egotists, reduced to four classes, 

^ ii. 151 

Egypt, destructive diseases and 
population in, ii- 203 
“ Eight Days’ Journey from 
London to Portsmouth, An,” 
by Jonas Hanway, i. 482, 483 
Eld, Mr., a Staffordshire Whig, 
ii. 282 

“Elegy to Lord Villiers, ” by 
William Whitehead, ii. 482 
“ Elements of Criticism,” i. 454 

“ of Orthoepy,” by the Rev. 

Robert Nares, quoted, ii. 729 
“Elfrida,” a poem, by Mason, i, 
656 

Elibank, Patrick, Lord, i. 499, 505, 
539. 542. 613 ; ii. 19, 394, 484 ; 
his desultory conversation, ii. 

■ 43 

llYiot, Edward, first Lord, i. 36S ; 
ii. 41, 453, 454, 545, 669, 674, 

67s ' 

“Eliza, Greek Epigram to,” by 
■Johnson, i. 81, 95 


Elizabeth, Madame, i. 714 

: Queen, her learning, ii. 396 ; 

alluded to, ii. 459 
EUiock, Lord, a Scotch judge, ii. 
186 

Elliot, Mr., i. 266 
— — , Sir Gilbert, i. 516 
Ellis George, i. 368, 475, 476 
— , John, a scrivener, ii. 16 
Ellsfield, near Oxford, Mr. Wise’s 
residence at, i. 201, 216 
Elphinston, James, issues edition 
of the ' ‘ Rambler ” in Edin- 
burgh, i. 151 ; his translations 
of the mottoes, i. 164 ; letters of 
Johnson to, i. 153, 153 ; alluded 
, to, i. 410, 571, 642; ii. 225, 
226 

“ Elvira,” a tragedy, by Mallet, i. 
312 

Elwal, the enthusiast, an iron- 
monger at Wolverhampton, i. 
519,520,593 

Emigration, its effect upon popula- 
tion, ii. 202, 203 

Emmet, Mrs., the actress, i. 776 
Emphasis, Johnson censures Gar- 
rick’s, i. 1 18, 1 19 
Employment, a preventive of mad- 
ness, ii, 155, 158 

“England’s Parnassus,” a col- 
lection of poetry (1600), quoted, 
ii. 116 

Englefield, Sir Henry, i. 36S 
“ English Poetry, History of,” by 
Dr.Warton, ii. 247 
poets, selection of, for col- 
lected edition of their works, 
not made by Johnson, ii. 321 
“ Enquiry into the present state of 
Polite Learning in Europe,” by 
Goldsmith, i. 315 
Entail, Boswell's dispute with his 
father as to, i. 731, 732 ; 

Johnson's letters on, i. 732, 733, 
737 r 739 

Epigram on a religious dispute, 
ii. 638 

by Garrick on the Dictionary, 

i. 226 

on a Goat, i. 502 

‘ ‘EpigrammataSacra,” byRichard 
Crashaw, quoted, ii. 264, 265 
Epigrams, by Johnson, i. 81, 93, 
109, 1 14; on George II. and 
Colley Cibber, i. 102 



Epilogue to “ The Distressed 
Mother,” i. 27, 129 
Episcopal Church of Scotland, the, 
ii. 322; 

Epistle to James Boswell, Esq., 
An, ” a pamphlet by Dr. Kenrick 
attacking J ohnson, i . 434 
Epistles and Satires, Horace’s, i. 
38 

Epitaph on Goldsmith, Johnson’s, 
and round-robin relating thereto, 
ii. 65, 66, 67, 68, 69 

on Phillips, a musician, 

by Dr. Wilkes, i. loi 
- — - on Soame Jenyns, drawn 
forth by his attack on Johnson 
after death, i. 237 
Epitaphs, by Johnson, on Phillips, 
a musician, i. too, loi, 406 ; on 
Sir T. Hanmer, i. 126, 406 ; on 
Mrs. Bell, i. 553 on Mrs. 
Thrale’s mother, i. 603 
Erasmus, ii. 68, 644, 692 
Erse Grammar, by the Rev. Mr. 

Shaw, ii. 88, 89, 90, 604 
• , or Gaelic language, on trans- 

lating the Scriptures into, 1 . 407, 
408, 4C9, 410, 411 : its similarity 
to Irish, i. 513 ; books in, i. 
618 ; said to have been written 
for centuries, i. 645 
Erskine, Hon. Andrew, i. -312 ; ii. 
133 

, Hon. Thomas, i. 527, 528, 

529 

, Sir Harry, 1. 295 

Esquimaux in London, i. 5B9 
“Essay on Architecture,” in the 
“ Universal Visiter” not rightly 
ascribed to Johnson, i. 230 
“ on Human Understand- 

ing,” Locke’s, ii. 391 

“ on Man,” Pope’s, Warbur- 

ton’s comments on, i. 416; said 
to have been first written in 
prose by Lord Bolingbroke, ii. 
346, 347 , 

“ 3 n Milton's Use and Imita- 

tion of the Moderns in ‘ Paradise 
, Lost,’ ” by Lauder, i. 167, 168, 
169 , , 

' ‘ on Shakspeare , ” by M rs. 

Montague, i. 452,453 
— - on Taste,” by MisS ; Rey- 
nolds, ii. 500 , , : : ^ 

M on the Character: of Fal- 


stafi,” by Maurice iViorgann, lu 
S 50 - ^ 

"‘Essay on the Character of Ham- 
let,” quoted, ii. 406 
'■ — on the Genius and Writ- 
ings of Pope,” by Dr. Joseph 
Warton, i. 229, 232, 343, =21 : 
ii. 100, 200, 347 

“ on the Learning of Shak- 

speare,” by Dr. Farmer, ii. 30 

on the Origin of Evil,” by 

Archbishop King, ii. 346 
“ on the Sublime and Beauti- 

ful,” by Edmund Burke, i, 232, 

■ 454 ' 

“ on Wit, Humour, and 

Ridicule,” by Corbyn Morris, ii. 
474 

Essays, by Johnson, in: “Gentle- 
man’s Magazine,” i. 72* 105, 
109 ; on epitaphs, i. 100, 251 ; 
in the “ Literary Magazine,” i. 
23X, 236; in the “Universal 
Chronicle,” i. 248 ; alluded to, i. 
159. 209 

‘ ‘ on the History of Man- 

kind,” by Dr. Dunbar, ii. 377 
Essex Head Club, the, ii. 605, 
606, 607, 610, 627, 692, 698 

, Robert, Earl of, i. 330 

Eugene, Prince, anecdote of, i, 
532, 533 

“Eugenio,” a poem, i. 81, ,582, 

583 

Eumelian Club, the, ii. 733 
Euripides’s tragedies^ i. 38, 39, 
531 ; his “ Bellerophon ” quoted, 
i. 206 ; alluded to, ii. 275, 387, 

543 M 

“European Magazine, The,' 
Johnson’s letters to Baretti in, 

i. 276 ; alluded to, i. 465, 469 
Eutropius, i. 61, 580 

Evans, John, an attorney, i. 10 

, Mr., ii. 366 , 

— Mr., a bookseller, beaten by 
Goldsmith, i. 558 ; the latter's 
vindication, 1. 558 ^ ^ . 

Excise, Johnson's definition of, i. 
223 ; ii. 297 : contemplated 
action for, i. 223 

Execution of criminals, the, 
should be as public as possible, 

ii. 548 

Exeter, Bishop of (Dr. John 
Ross), ii. 626 


/yu — 

Exeter-street, Strand, Johnson’s 
first lodgings in London in, i. 65 
Exhibition of paintings instituted, 
i. 278 

“Experimental Philosophy,” lec- 
tures on , by Rev, J . Colson , i . 63 


F 

Fable, sketch of a, by Johnson, i. 
57<3 

Fairfax, the poet, 11. 415 
“ Fairy Queen,” Spenser’s, ii. 391 
Falconer, Rev. Dr., a Scotch, non- 
juring bishop, ii. 322 
Falkland’s Islands, a pamphlet by 
Johnson on, i. 493, 494, 505 ; its 
sale stopped, i. 494 
Falmouth, Lord, ii. 286 
False Alarm, The,” a pamphlet 
justifying the conduct of the 
House of Commons in excluding 
Wilkes, i. 472, 473, 505 ; ii. 410, 
474 

“ Delicacy,” a play, i. 424 

Families, old, respect due to, i. 
510, 51 1, 601 

“ Family Discourses,” by the Rev. 

Herbert Croft, ii. 646 
Fantoccini, Goldsmith at the ex- 
hibition of, i. 316 

Farmer, Rev. Dr., Master of 
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, 

i. 282, 368 ; ii. 400, 507 ; his 
“ Essay on the Learning of 
Shakspeare,” ii. 30, 400 ; John- 
son's letters to, i. 474 ; ii. 369 

Farquhar, Mr., author of “ The 
Recruiting Officer, ” ii. 392 
Fasting, its effect on one of the 
Fathers, i. 753 

Fatalists, Leibnitz on the system 
of the, i. 92 

“ Father’s Revenge, The,” a 
tragedy, by the Earl of Carlisle, 

ii. 599 ; quoted, ii. 600 
Faulder, Mr., a bookseller, ii. 727 
Faulkner, George, a printer, i. 

241,511 

Fawkener, Sir Everard, i. 128 
Fawkes, Mr., a publisher, i. 293 
“ Felixraarte of Hircania, ” an old 
Spanish romance, i. 20 
“ Female Quixote, The,” by Mrs. 
Lennox, i. 280 


Fenton, Johnson’s Life of, i. 655 
F'erguson, James, an advocate in 
the negro case, ii. 18 5 

, Sir Adam, i. 524, 525 

Fergusson, Mr., tells Johnson of 
a machine which went without 
horses, i. 460 

Fermor, Mrs., Abbess of Austin 
Nuns at Paris, i. 712 
Ferney, Boswell visits Voltaire at, 
i. 333 

Ferrara, Princess of, i. 293 
“Festivals and Blasts,” by Mr. 
Nelson, i. 771 

Feudal system, i. 530, 552, 734 
Fielding, Henry, the novelist, i. 
119, 184, 185, 528 ; ii. 188, 612 ; 
his characters and those of 
Richardson compared, i. 424, 
425 ; Johnson’s severity against, 
i. 527; his “Amelia,” ii. 33 

, Sally, his sister, i. 184 

, Sir John, the magistrate, 

i* 323 ; ii- 370 

Filby, John, Goldsmith’s tailor, i. 


Fingal, the poem of, a mere un- 
connected rhapsody, i. 486 ; 
alluded to, i. 633, 634 ; ii. 604 
Finnick Dictionary, a, i. 204, 207, 
208 

“ Firebrace, Lady,” verses to, i. 
91 

Fitzherbert, Alleyne, Minister to 
the Court of Russia, i. 46 

, Mr., 1.46, 278, 568, 677; ii. 

56, 57, 132, 208, 333, 408, 412, 


, Mrs., ii. 412, 433, 434 

“ Fitzosborne’s Letters,” ii, 367, 
625 

Fitzroy, Lord Charles, i. 778 
Flatman’s poems, ii. 23 
Fleet Street, i. 352 ; its cheerful- 
ness, i. 667 

Fleetwood, Everard, ii. 280 
— — , Mr., patentee of Drury Lane 
Theatre, i. 72, 104 
Fleming, Sir Michael le, i. 352 
Flexman, Mr., a Dissenting 
minister, ii. 668 

Flint, Bet, takes her life in verse 
to Johnson, ii. 472, 473 ; her 
trial at the Old Bailey, ii. 473 
Flood, Lady Frances, i, 241 
- — Right Hon, Flenry, i, 241, 


497 ! ii- 758' 759 ; his sepulchral 
verses on Johnson, ii. 758 
Floyd, a poor author, anecdote of, 
i* 349 

Floyer, Sir John, a physician at 
Lichfield, i. 16, 53 ; his extreme 
age, ii. 619, 692 
Fludyer, Rev. Mr., i. 760 
Folengo, Theophilo, ii. 247 
Fonblanque, John, ii. 17 
Fontainebleau, i. 704, 7x3, 714 
Fontenelle, i. 185 ; Mdmoires de, 
ii. 215 

F ontenoy , battle of, i, 269 
Foot, The,” a pamphlet attack- 
ing Thomas Hervey, i. 413 
Foote, Samuel, i. 271, 346, 457, 
459, 467, 540, 562, 638, 697, 
719 ; ii. 56, 57, 161, 162, 229, 
540, 627, 628 ; ridicules John- 
son at Edinburgh, i. 457; his 
anger at hearing Johnson’s 
opinion of him, i. 457 ; his 
abilities as a mimic, i. 511 ; his 
remarks on Johnson in Paris, i. 
723 ; sells his patent to Colman, 
ii. 79 ; satirical saying by him 
as to Garrick, ii. 578 
Fop, a clerical one, but half a 
beau, ii. 452 

Forbes, Sir William, of Pitsligo, 
ii. 31, 33, 66, 67, 68, 69, 194 
Ford, Dr. Joseph (or l^athanael), 
Johnson's uncle, i. 21 
— Rev. Cornelius, a cousin of 
Johnson’s, i. 21; ii. 302, 303 
Fordyce, Dr. George, i. 368, 613, 
653 ; ii. 669 

, Rev. Dr. James, i. 302, 

303 

“ Foreign History,” an abridg- 
ment of, i. 106 

Forrester, Colonel, author of 
“ The Polite Philosopher,” ii. 17 
Forster, G., his “Voyage to the 
South Seas,” ii. 158 
Fort Augustus, i. 606, 641 ; ii. 214, 

■ 320 

“ Fortune, a Rhapsody,” by Der- 
rick, i. 82 

Foster, Mrs. Elizabeth {Milton’s 
granddaughter), i. 166, 167, 168 
P''othergi]l, Rev. Dr., Vice-Chan- 
cellor of Oxford University, i. 
662, 665 ; Johnson’s letter to, i. 
66a . ^ 


Fothergill, Mr., a Quaker physi- 
cian, i. 777 

‘ ‘ Foundling Hospital for Wit, 
The," epigram in, quoted, ii. 
638 

“ Fountains, The," a fairy tale, by 
Johnson, i. 406 

Fox, Charles James, i. 368, 613, 
653 ; ii. 232, 642 ; praises Gold- 
smith’s “Traveller,” ii. 219, 
227 ; his reason for not talking 
in private company, ii. 530" 
531; is candidate for West- 
minster, ii. 618 ; mob calls out 
against him, ii, 630 
France, visited by Johnson, i. 
704, 707, 708, 709 ; notes on 
his visit, i, 710, 711, 712, 713, 
714, 715. 716, 717, 718, 719, 
720,, 721 ; his observations on 
life in, i. 722, 723 ; reasons why 
he did not publish an account 
of, ii. 261 

Francis, Philip, his edition of 
Horace commended, ii, 308 
Franklin, Benjamin, his definition 
of man, ii, 213 

, Rev. Dr., i. 270 ; his 

translation of Lucian, ii, 413 
Fraser, General, ii. i 

, Mr., the engineer, ii. 282 

Frauds, Literary, i. 274, 275 
“Frederick III., King of Prussia, 
Memoirs of," by Johnson, i. 
231 ; alluded to, i, 332, 333, 
338, 429, 524, 786 
“ Free Inquiry into the Nature 
and Origin of Evil, A,” by John- 
son, i. 232 
French, Mrs., ii. 424 

literature, excellence of, 

ii. 590 \ 

Frere, the Right Hon. J. H., i. 
368 

Fr6ron, Mr., i. 712, 725 
Frewen, Dr., Archbishop of York, 
supposed to be author of “ The 
Whole Duty of Man," i. 581 
Friend, Sir John, i. 535 
“Friendship,” an ode, by Johnson, 
i. no, 406 

Frisick language, Johnson requires 
books in, i. 365 ; remains of, 
i* 365, 36b 

Fruit-growing in Scotland, John- 
son’s advice on, ii. 560, 561 


ilN 


79« 

Brusta Letteraria,” Baretti’s 
Italian review, ii. 152 : ■ 

Fry, Mr., a painter, ii. 16 
Fullarton, Mr. , of F ullarton, ii. 
308 

Further Thoughts on Agricul- 
ture,” by Johnson, i. 230 
Future state and punishments, 
L 175, 518: ii. 647 


G 

Gaelick and English Vocabulary, 
A,” i. 618, ii. 604 
Gagnier’s house described, i. 710, 
711 

Galway, Lady, ii. 477 
Gama, Vasco de, ii. 603 
Gaming, the ethics of, i. 528, 529 ; 
ii. 18 

Ganganelli’s Letters,” their au- 
thenticity, ii. 250 , 

Gardiner, Mrs., a tallow chandler, 

i. 177: ii. 17, 59S, 741; her 
ladies’ charity school, ii. 399 

Gardner, Mr., a bookseller, i. 
673 

“Gargantua,” Johnson described 
under the name of, in “ Modern 
Characters from Shakspeare," 

ii. 223 

Garrick, Captain (father of David 
and Peter), i. 44 

, David, i. 45, 56, 60, 63, 100, 

loi, 102, 1 18, 135, 137, 141, 

142, 143, 144, 157, 177, 180, 

182, 245, 304, 308, 316, 416, 

446, 447, 449, 450, 451, 452, 

453. 455. 471. 490. 571. 572, 

577. 578. 583. 597. 638, 658, 

659, 661, 69S, 727, 773, 774, 

775. 776 ; ii. 18, 56, 57, 134, 
161, 162, 223, 224, 225, 226, 

229, 230, 256, 270, 277, 333, 

334. 335. 361. 389. 392, 399. 

405, 406, 467, 470, 563, 578, 

595. 596, 71 1 ; becomes a pupil 
of Johnson, i. 59 ; goes to Lon- 
don, i. 63, 64 ; produces “Irene,” 
i. 105, 139, 140, 141 ; his bril- 
liant success, i. 118 ,' becomes 
manager of Drury Lane, i. 129, 
^39 i gives benefit for Milton’s 
granddaughter, i. 166, 167 phis 
pious reverence, i. 198 ; his epi- 


gram on Johnson’s Dictionary, 
i. 226 ; becomes a member of 
the Literary Club, i. 367, 369 ; 
attends Shakspeare jubilee at 
Stratford-upoii-Avon, i. 440; 
gives evidence at Baretti’s trial, 
i. 458 ; revises “ The Chances,” 

i. 577, 578 ; his variety of acting, 

ii, 27 ; Johnson praises his liber- 
ality, ii. 57, 58 ; his death, ii. 
321 ; his memoirs, by Thomas 
Davies, ii. 376 

Garrick, George, i. 59 

, Mrs., ii. 467, 62y 

. Peter, i. 62, 72, 647, 648, 

773. 774. 777. 778; ii. 

433 

Garth, Johnson’s Life of, ii. 615^ 
Gastrell, Mrs., i. 46, 780, 781 ; ii. 
35^ 

— — , Rev. Mr., i. 46 ; his bar- 
barity in cutting down Shak- 
speare’s mulberry^ tree at Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon, i. 781 
Gaubius, Professor, of Le5den, 
physician to the Prince of 
Orange, i. 34 

Gay, the poet, i. 690, 6gi ; ii. 415 ; 

Johnson’s Life of, i . 690 
“ General Advertiser, The,” John- 
son’s letter to, i. 166 

Assembly of the , Scotch 

Church, i. 584 

Warrants, importance of, the 

legality of, i. 442, 443 
Gentleman, Mr., i. 294 
“Gentleman's Magazine, The,” 
i. 26, 44, 52, 53, 72, 74, 75. 83, 
91, 108, 150, 1.52, 153, 154, 164, 
165, 168, 178, 227, 241, 265, 311, 

374. 436. 542 ; ii. 17. 139. 260, 
279. 295, 396, 415, 435, 504, 517, 
596, 715. 722, 723 ; extracts 
from, i. 10, 55, 56, 87, 109, 1 14, 
116, 128, 137, 13S ; Johnson’s 
advertisement of his school in, 
i, 59 ; his first contribution to, 
i. 73; other contributions to, 

i. 91, 95, 100, 102, 105, 109 no, 
lit, 113, 129, 188, 241, 269 

George L, i. 670, 671 
II. , i. 99, iGo, 520, 671 ; 

ii. 476; Johnson’s epigram on 
George IL and Gibber, i. 102 

IIL, i, 278, 285, 438, 

670; ii. 248, 630, 642; address 



of the painters to, on his ac- 
cession, i. 268 ; honours John- 
son with a private conversation, 

i. 413, 415. 4^^< 417. 4x8 ; 

Johnson’s letter to, for Dr. 
Dodd, ii. 127, 128 ; plays one 
party off against the other, ii. 
533 

Gherardi, Marchese, of Lom- 
bardy, ii. 282 

Ghost, The,” a poem by Church- 
ill, i. 31 1 

Ghosts, i. 531, 534; ii. 46s, 466 ; 
Johnson’s views on, I. 310, 311, 
519 ; ii. 258 : his account of the 
Cock Lane, i. 311, 312; his 
share in the investigation of, ii, 
232 ; John Wesley’s belief in, ii, 
258 

Giannone, the Italian historian, 

389 

Giardini, a musician, i. 570 
Gibbon, Charles, i. 390 

Edward, i. 368, 438, 675, 

689, 690 ; ii. 41, 217, 232, 449 ; 
his History, ii. 212, 635; his 
Style an imitation of Johnson’s, 

ii. 728, 729 

Gibbons, Rev. Dr,, a Dissenter, 
ii. 492, 629 

Gibert Rev. Mr., the French 
chaplain, ii. 566 

Giffard, Rev. Mr., lines quoted 
from a poem by, i. 492 

, the actor, i. 118 

Gilbert, Rev. Mr., chaplain to 
Lord Tyrconnel, i. 123 
Gillespie, Dr., ii. 613, 614 
Gisborne, Dr., physician to the 
King’s Household, ii. 132 
■' Glasse’s, Mrs., Cookery,” ii. 
249 

^‘Globes, Treatise on the,” by 
Mr, Adams, Johnson writes 
dedication for, i. 421 
Glowworm, The,” Johnson’s 
sketch of a fable on, i. 376 
Goat, motto for Sir Joseph 
: Banks's, i. 302. , 

Gobelins tapestry, i. 710 
Goldsmith, Dr. Isaac, Dean of 
Cloyne, i. 317 

.Mrs., ii. 82 

, Oliver, i. 312, 314, 315, 

316, 318, 319, 322, 326, 337. 388, 
393. 394- 395. 396- 40s- 419. 422, 


449, 450, 454, 461, 479, 531, 533, 
534. 538, 555. 557. 561, 562, 564. 
565. 566, 567. 568, 370, 573. 575» 
576. 377. 582, 590, 592, 393, 396. 
597. 599. 683; ii. II, 29, 68, 82, 
83, 144, 147, 215, 219, 220, 235, 
270, 277, 278, 325, 362, 393, 395, 
403, 408, 410, 538, 544, 626, 663, 
668 ; his “ Good-natured Man,” 
i. 155, 422, 424 ; his character, i. 
316, 317 ; his “ Vicar of Wake- 
field,” i, 317 ; ii. 325 ; his 
"Traveller,” i. 317, 370, 387, 
579 ; ii- 538 ; praised by Fox, ii. 
219, 227 ; his distress relieved 
by Johnson, i. 317, 318; his 
attachment to Johnson, i. 318, 
563 ; sups with Boswell at the 
Mitre, i. 324 ; becomes a mem- 
ber of the Literary Club, i. 367 ; 
his envy at Johnson’s interview 
with the King, i. 419 ; pro- 
fessor in Ancient History in the 
Royal Academy of Arts, i. 439; 
his vanity and dress, i. 450 ; 
visits Bath with Lord Clare, i. 
495 : his " Life of Parnell,” i. 
521 ; his " Natural History,” i. 
534, 580; ii. II, 142; his mis- 
fortune ill conversation, i. 545 ; 
beats Evans, a bookseller, i. 558 ; 
his vindication, i. 558 ; his 
comedy, " She Stoops to Con- 
quer,” i. 563, 565, 569, 5774 
his witty contests with Johnson, 
575' 57*^ i " Deserted 
Village,” i. 389, 579 ; ii. 538; 
his Roman History, i. 579, 580 ; 
anecdote of, i. 580; his desire 
to shine in company, i. 595, 
598 ; his jealousy and envy, i. 
600, 601; his death, i. 618, 619 ; 
Johnson’s epitaph for, ii. 65, 66, 
67 ; round-robin addressed to 
Johnson on, ii. 67, 68, 69 ; 
reason his poems were omitted 
from Johnson’s edition of the 
English poets, ii. 100 ; could 
take liberties with Johnson, ii. 
481 ; his blundering speech to 
Lord Shelburne, ii. 537 
Goldsmith, Rev. Mr., i. 534 
“Good-natured Man, The,” a 
comedyi by Goldsmith, i. i 55 ; 
Johnson writes prologue , to, i. 
422 ; praised by Johnson, i. 424 
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^00 


Gordon, Dr,, Chancellor of Lin- 
coln, ii. 310 

■— — , Hon. Alexander, i. 359 
-- — , Lord George, il 370, 371, 
372, 460 

— — riots, Johnson’s account of, 
ii- 37o> 371. 372 

— — , Sir Alexander, a Professor 
at Abeideen, i. 608 ; h. 86 
Gough, Mr., i. 718 
Gough's Camden, i, 388 
“ Government of the Tongue, 
The,” ii. 328 

Gower, Earl, i. 10, 86, 87, 224 ; 
solicits degree of M. A. for J ohn- 
son, i. 88, 89 

Grafton, Charles Fitzroy, Duke of, 
ii. 124 

Graham, Col., Boswell’s cousin, 

i- S13 

, Lord, il. 330, 331, 478 

, Miss (afterwards Lady Dash- 

wood), ii. 351 

, Rev. George, author of 

“ Telemachus,” i. 314 ; ii. 86 
Grainger, Dr., his '‘Sugar Cane” 
review’ed by Johnson, i. 370 ; 
his “ Ode on Solitude,” ii. 172 ; 
alluded to, i. 765, 766 
Grand Chartreux, visited by John- 
son, i. 7x8 

Granger, Rev. Mr., his “Bio- 
graphical History,” ii. 75 
Grant, Mr., i. 608, 647 

, Sir Archibald, his extensive 

planting, ii. 85 

, Sir William, Master of the 

Rolls, i. 368 

Granville, John, Earl, ii. 395, 454 
Grattan, Right Hon. Henry, ii. 
662 

“Grave, The,” a poem by Rev. 

Robert Blair, ii. 36 
Graves, Morgan, i. 55 
Gravina, an Italian critic, ii. 556 
Gray, Dr., of the British Museum, 
i. 721 

— — , Mr., a bookseller, i. 104 

-, Sir James, Ambassador to 

Spain, i. 529 

, Thomas, i. 4, 308, 309, 387, 

519, 652, 659, 666; ii. 25, 29, 
369, 396, 520 ; dispute between 
Mason and hi array as to copy- 
right in his poems, ii. 256; a 
criticism of his " Elegy,” li. 731 


“ Gray’s Inn Journal, The,” i. 232, 
271 

Great man should be great in 
small things, il 289, 290 
Greaves, Mr., i. 765 

, Samuel, landlord of the 

Essex Plead, ii. 605, 606 
Greek colony mentioned by Ho- 
mer, ii. 286 

“ Comedy, a Dissertation on 

the,” by Johnson, i. 263 
- — epigrams, to Eliza, i. 81, 95 ; 

to Dr. Birch, i. 95, 1 12 
language, Johnson’s know- 
ledge of, ii. 724, 725 

Testament, Johnson’s study 

of, i. 627 

Green, Dr., Bishop of Lincoln, i. 
17 

, Mr., an Irishman, ii. 410 

, Richard, an apothecary, of 

Lichfield, i. 776, 777 ; ii. 355, 
732; Johnson’s letter to, ii. 730 
Green-room, Johnson's visits to 
the, at Drui-y Lane, i. 143 ; ii. 

391. 392 ^ 

Greenwnch, Johnson lodges at, i. 
67, 89 ; visited by Johnson and 
Boswell, i. 349, 350 ; celebrated 
as a favourite scene by Johnson, 

i. 351 ; alluded to, i. 353 
Grenville, George, i. 494 

— — Right Hon. Thomas, i. 
368 

Gresham College, its failure on 
account of its free lectures, ii, 
10, II 

Greville, Fulke, his “ Maxims, 
Characters, and Reflections,” 

ii. 651 

Grey, Dr. Richard, ii. 276 

, Dr. Zachary, ii. 276 

■ , Stephen, the electrician, i. 

406 

Grierson, Mr., King’s printer at 
Dublin, i. 476, 477 

, Mrs., i. 476 

Griraston, Viscount, ii. 455 
“ Grongar Hill,” a poem in 
Lewis’s “Miscellany,” ii. 654 
Grotius quoted by Lauder, i. 168 ; 

alluded to, i, 304, 347 
“Grotto, The,” Pope's verses on, 

. i. no ; ii. 427 

Grove, Rev. Mr., a Dissenting 
teacher, ii. 26, 412 



‘'Grove, The,” a collection of 
poems, ii. 405 

Grub Street, defined in the Dic- 
tionary, i. 224 ; alluded to, ii. 547 
Gualtier, Philip, his “Alexan- 
dreis ” quoted, ii. 543 
Guarini , ii. 300 
“Guardian, The,” i. 143 
Guimend, Princess of, i. 714 
“Gulliver’s Travels,” Johnson’s 
opinion of, i. 654 
Gustavus Adolphus, Harte’s Life 
of, i. 115, 481 ; ii. 454 

” Vasa,” a tragedy, by Mr. 

Brooke, i. 95 

Guthrie, William, a contributor to 
the “ Gentleman’s Magazine,” i. 
75. yfi. 95; alluded to, i. 427 ; 
ii. 410 

Guyon, Abbd, his “Dissertation 
on the Amazons,” translated by 
Johnson, i. 102 

Gwyn, Mr., the architect, i. 267, 
276, 405, 755, 756 ; ii. 113 


H 

Habeas corpus, the advantage of, 
j- 443 

Haberdashers’ Company, the, i. 87 
Hackman, Rev. Mr., ii. 331, 333 
Haddington, Earl of, ii. 117 
Hague, Mr., usher at Lichfield, i. 
17 

Hailes, Lord (Sir David Dal- 
rymple), i. 139, 197, 321, 345, 
621, 622, 630, 631, 633, 634, 700, 
707, 732, 733, 741, 742, 760 ; ii. 
44, 74, 84, 89, 103, 112, 168, 191, 

242, 323. 342. 343. 348. 524. 585. 

660, 661 ; his tribute to John- 
son’s writings, i. 331, 332 ; 
toasted by Johnson, i. 344 ; 
detects Johnson's hand in Bos- 
well’s argument on vicious in- 
tromission, i. 551 ; his “Annals 
of Scotland,” i. 617, 706, 729 ; 
revised by Johnson, i. 618, 621, 
623, 625, 665, 699, 702, 703, 705, 
729, 740 ; ii. 312; said to be 
about to re-issue Walton’s lives, 
i. 619, 623; consulted by Boswell 
on the entail of Aiichinleck, i. 
736. 737. 738, 739, 741 ; presents 
his Lactantius to Johnson, ii. 
VOL. II. 


117: on the side of liberty in the 
negro case, ii. 188, X91 
Hakewell, i. 160 

Hale, Lord Chief Justice, i. 5, 
514, 672 ; ii. 657 
Hales, Venerable John, ii. 660 
Halford, Sir Henry, M.D., i. 368 
Hall, Dr. Joseph, Bishop of Nor- 
wich, i. 390, 517 ; bis Epistles, 
ii. 251 

, General, ii. 313 

• , Mrs. (sister to John Wes- 

ley), ii. 464, 465, 466 
— —, the engraver, ii. 94 
Halsey, Edmund, the brewer, i. 378 
Hamilton, Arthur Cecil, ii. 382 

, Duke of, ii. 192 

Mr., a printer, i. 571 

, Mr. , of Bangour, li, 133 

, Right Hon. William Gerard, 

i- 376. 377. 497 ; ii- 213, 480, 
683, 741, 755 ; his offer of 
assistance during Johnson's 
illness, ii. 597, 598 ; Johnson’s 
letters to, ii. 598, 703 

, Sir William, i. 36S 

, visited by Johnson, i. 606 

“Hamlet,” Shakspeare’s, quoted, 
ii. 448 

Hammond, James, author of the 
“Elegies,” ii. 399, 440 

, Mr., of Lichfield, i. ii, 55 

on the New Testament, re- 
commended by Johnson, ii. 44 
Hampstead, Mrs. Johnson lodges 
at, i. 136 

Handel, musical meeting in 
honour of, at Westminster 
Abbey, ii. 633 

Hanmer, Sir Thomas, his edition 
of Shakspeare, i. 125, 126 ; epi- 
taph on, i. 406 ; alluded to, i. 412 
Hanway, Jonas, i. 232, 235, 236; 
his ‘ ‘ Eight Days’ J ourney from 
London to Portsmouth,” i.482, 

483 

Hardwicke, Lord Chancellor, 1. 
103; ii. 26; his opinion on 
“ Dirleton's Doubts,” ii. 178 

, second Lord, i. 191 

“ Hardyknute,” ballad of, i. 454 
Hargrave, Mr., his argument in 
the slavery case, ii._ 18^5 
Harleian Catalogue, i. 3, 105, iio 
“ — — , Miscellany,” preface to, 
written by Johnson, i. 124 
2 D 




Harley, Mr., ii. 439 • 

Harrington, Caroline, Countess 
of, ii. 124 

Dr., his “Nugas Antiquse/' 

ii. 541 ■ 

, Sir John, 11. 541, 7SS . 

Harrington’s translation of Ariosto 
quoted, ii. 116 

. Harris, James, of Salisbury, i. 
570, 689 ; ii. 213, 223, 224, 225, 
226; his “Philological In- 
quiries,” ii. 98 

, Thomas, proprietor of 

Co vent Garden Theatre, ii. 97, 
98 

Harrison, Elizabeth, 1. 232, 234 
Plarte, Rev. Dr. Walter, Canon 
of Windsor, author of ‘ ‘ Life of 
Gustavus Adolphus,” i. 115, 
481 ; ii. 453, 454, 674 
Plarwich, i. 356, 360, 361, 385 
Harwood, Rev. Dr., ii. 30 
Plaslerig, i. 478 

Hastie, a Scotch schoolmaster, i. 
^03, S35, 352; Johnson’s argu- 
ment in his case, i. 535, 536, 
537, 538 

Hastings, Warren, ii. 441 ; his 
letter to Boswell, ii. 441, 442 ; 
Johnson’s letters to, ii. 443, 445, 
446 

Platchett, Charles, i. 368 
Havannah, The, Dr. Bathurst 
killed at the taking of, i. 177, 
292 

Hawkesbury, Lord, ii. 130 
Hawkesworth, Dr, J., i. 126, 135, 
162, 176, 177, 183, 187, 479, 
654 ; ii. 6 

Hawkins, Mr., i. 17 
— , Rev. Thomas, Professor of 
Poetry at Oxford, i. 41 ; submits 
a tragedy to Garrick, ii. 226 
— Sir John, i. 46, 104, 135, 
146, 168, 170, 232, 259, 368, 
396, 41 1, 421, 763, 764 ; ii. 606, 
737? 740. 742, 743^ 754 i 
/ Life of Johnson," i. 2, 3, 14, 
48, 83, 104, 1 14, 133, 136, 141, 
146, 17s, 216, 255, 256, 267, 
317, 36 , 395, 723 ;: ii. 383, 504. 
605, 680, 710, 711, 714, 734, 
739 ; his “ History of Musicj ” i. 
135 ; his inability to read John- 
,> son’s manuscript, !. 149 ; be- 
::onies a member of the Literary 


Club, i. 367 ; his unreliability 
in his “Life of Johnson,” ii. 
201, 71 1 ; one of Johnson’s ex- 
ecutors, ii. 740, 741 _ 

Hawkins’s “ Life of Bishop Ken,” 
ii. 148 

Hay, Lord Charles, Johnson’s 
praise of, ii. 7 : demands court- 
martial on return from America, 
ii. 404 

, Sir George, i. 266 

Hayes, Rev. Mr., publishes 
“Sermons left by Rev. Dr. 
Taylor,” ii. 159 
Hayman, the painter, i. 194 
Heale, near Salisbury, Mr. Bowles’s 
seat at. visited by Johnson, ii. 
586, 587, 592 
Heath, Dr., ii. 449 
Heberden, Dr., i. 648 ; ii. 5S1, 
582, 583, 584, 614, 691, 692, 

737, 741 

Hebrides, The, Johnson promises 
to visit, i. 344, 426 ; the project 
revived, i. 498, 499, 603, 604 ; 
visited by Johnson and Boswell, 
i. 606, 607 ; Johnson's work on, 

i. 617, 620, 622, 626, 628, 629, 
642, 645, 646; 647, 653, 687, 
689 ; Martin’s account of, ii. 
211; alluded to, i. 507, 576, 
610, 624, 626, 642 ; ii. 41, 171, 
555- 556 

Hector and Andromache, transla- 
tion of part of dialogue between, 
by Johnson, i. 24, 25 
, Edmund, surgeon, of Bir- 
mingham, i. 12, 16, 19, 22, 25, 
47. 48, 49. 54. 55- 109. iio, 

115, 768, 769, 771, 772, 773, 
784 ; ii. 502, 622, 714, 743 ; his 
description of Johnson’s school- 
days, i. 18, 19, 20 ; his letter 
to Boswell, ii. 714; Johnson’s 
letters to, ii. 512, 513, 717 
Heely, Mr. and Mrs., relations of 
Johnson, i. 411;; ii, 710, 739; 
Johnson’s letter to Mr. Heely, 

ii. 710 

Henderland, Lord (Mr. Solicitor- 
General Murray), a judge of 
the Court of Session, ii. 7" 
Henderson, John, student of Pem- 
broke College, ii. 637, 646 
Mr.i the actor, i* 659 ; ii. 
59 ^ ■ 


Henn, Mr., i. 87 
Henry, Dr., his “History of 
Britain,” ii. 289 

— - — , Prince of Portugal, ii. 603 

, Prince of Wales, ii. 541 

— — VIII. and the Commons, 

■ ii- 352 

Herbert, George, i. 684 
“ Hermippus Redivivus,” by Dr. 

John Campbell, 1. 319, 746 
^‘Hermit, The,” by Dr. Beattie, 
ii. 547 

Herne, Elizabeth Johnson’s legacy 
for her maintenance, ii. 741 
“ Heroic Epistle to Sir William 
Chambers,” ii. 481, 660 
Hertford, Lady, i. 123 
Hervey, Hon. Henry, i. 46, 66, 
67, 137, 412 

— — , Hon. Thomas, i, 412, 413, 
670 

■, Miss E., ii. 377 

“ Hesiod,” ii. 351 
Hetherington’s Charity, Johnson 
solicits it for Miss Williams, i. 
625' .. 

Hey don, John, ii. 743 
Hickes, Rev. Mr., ii. 637 : 
Hickman, Miss, Johnson’s verses 
to, i. 53, 54 

Hicky, Mr., the painter, i. 669, 670 
' ‘ liierocles , J ests of, ” , tran slation 
of, by Johnson, i. 102 
Higgins, Dr., ii. 333 
“High Life below Stairs,” a 
farce, ii. 391 

Highlands of Scotland, clannish- 
ness of the, ii, 59 / 
Highwaymen, on the shooting or 
punishing of, ii. 209, 210 
Hill, Aaron, his opinion of 
“Irene,” i. 142 

— — , Dr. John, i. 417; his “Mrs. 

Glasse’s Cookery,” ii. 249 
Hinchliffe, Dr. John, Bishop of 
Peterborough, i. 368 ’, ii. 366 
Hinchman, Mr., of Lichfield, ii. 
740 

“ Hind and Panther,” Drydens, 
quoted, ii. 421 

“ Hints for Civil Conversation,” 
Bacon’s, ii. 589 

‘ ‘ Historia Frisica,” by Schotanus, 
i..366". 

<< Studiorura," prepared by 

Johnson, ii. 278 


Historians* a comparison of vari- 
ous. i. 579, 580 

“ Historical Law Tracts,” by 
Lord Karnes, i. 547 
“ History and Chronology of the 
Fabulous Ages,” by Mr. Wise, 
Radcliyian Librarian, i. 201 

“ of Britain,” by Dr. Henry, 

ii. 289 

“ — — of England,” by David 
Hume, i. 442, 579 
“ — of Ireland,” by Dr. Leland, 

i. 597 

“ of Manchester,” Whit- 

aker’s, ii. 289 

“ of Mitred Abbeys,” by 

Brown Willis, i. loi 

•‘f of Music,” by Sir John 

Hawkins, i. 135 

“ of St. ^Kilda,” by Mr. 

Macaulay, i. 427, 428, 508 

“ of Scotland," by Dr. 

William Robertson, i. 428 ; ii. 
289, 454 

‘ ‘ — — of Sweden, by Daline, 1. 
512. 

— of the Council of Trent, 
The," by Father Paul Sarpi, 
French translation by Dr. Le 
Courayer, i. 67 ; Johnson's 
translation of, begun, i. 90, 92 ; 
another translation proposed, i. 
90 ; both abandoned, i. 90, 92 

, scarcity of authentic, i. 689 ; 

ii. 289 

Hitch, Charles, a bookseller, i. 
130 

“Hob in the Well,” a play, i. 
776 

Hobbes, his opinion on torpidity 
in old age, ii. 221, 222 
Hogarth, William, i. 99, 100 ; his 
“ Modern Midnight Conversa- 
tion,” i. 21; ii. 302; his “ Idle 
Apprentice,” i. 18 r 
Holbrook, Rev. Mr., i. 17 
Holder, Mr., the apothecary, ii. 

504, 510, 741 ^ 

Holinshed s “Chronicles, 11, 620, 
■740 

Holland, Henry, Lord, i. 368 

, Mr., ii. 392 

-- — , the use of the torture in, 

i. 358 ; alluded to, i. 360 ' 

ii. 203 

Hollis, Thomas, i. 21 *, ii. 4^' 


Holydays, not observed in Scot- 
land, i. 771 

Holyrood House, Scotch election 
petitions should be tried at, ii. 
471 

Home, Dr. John, author of 
“Douglas,” i, 348, 654; ii. 36, 
62, 65, 143 

Homer, i. 38, 39, 62, 185, 303, 
637 ; ii. 60, 6r, 169, 224, 286, 
288, 398, 412, 653; Johnson’s 
translation from, i. 24, 25; the 
prince of poets, i. 488 
Homfrey, an ancient family in 
the West of England, ii. 620, 
621 

Honesty, a man’s, should not be 
continually tested, ii. 207 
Hooke, Abb6, i. 718 
Hooker, i. 160 ; Walton’s Life of, 
ii. 459 

Hoole, John, the translator of 
Metastasio, i. 57, 665 ; ii. 29, 
297, 446, 460, 547, 603, 610, 
618, 620, 632, 741, 744; John- 
son writes dedication for his 
translation of Tasso, i. 293 ; his 
“Cleonice,” i. 627; Johnson’s 
letters to, i. 627 ; ii. 698, 699 

, Mrs., ii. 698 

, Rev. Mr., ii. 741, 747 

Hope, Dr., ii. 614, 615, 616 ; 

Boswell’s letter to, ii. 614 
Hopetown, Lord, ii. 420 
Horace, i. 38, 39, 61, 83, 139, 
160, 161, 315, 37r, 403- 404. 
556, 678, 684, 759 ; ii. 61, 134, 
169, 198, 218, 219, 280, 308, 
571, 628, 713 ; Johnson's trans- 
lations of, i. 23, 24 ; ii, 709 ; his 
“ Art of Poetry,” i. 47; ii. 59; 
various editions collected by 
Douglas, ii. 630 

Horne, Dr., Bishop of Norwich, ii. 
761 

, Rev. Dr., President of 

Magdalen College, Oxford, i. 
618, 619, 623, 760 ; ii. 89 
Horrebow’s Danish “Natural 
History of Iceland,” ii. 243, 
244 ■' 

“Horsemanship, The History and 
Art of, ” by Richard Berenger, 
ii. 463 

Horsley, Dr., Bishop of St. Asaph, 
i. 368 ; ii. 606 


Hospitality, ancient and modern, 
contrasted, i. 522 ; decline of, 
ii. 400 ; the dispenser of, not the 
more respected, ii. 576 
“Hottentot, a respectable, ” in 
Lord Chesterfield’s “Letters,” 
understood to be meant for 
Johnson, i. 197 
Houghton Gallery, ii. 675 
House of Commons, i. 89 ; its 
exclusion of Wilkes, i. 472, 473, 
624 ; its mixed character, ii. 
204, 205 ; coarse invectives 

fashionable in, ii. 645 

of Peers, propriety of 

bishops having seats in, i. 525 ; 
right of, to oppose judges, ii. 
299, 300 

Households of great families, ii. 
^74 

How, Richard, of Apsley, in 542 
Howard, General Sir George, i. 
697 

Hon. Edward, author of 

“ The British Princes,” i. 469 
•, Mr., of Lichfield, i. 44 ; ii. 

19s 

, Mr., son of above, John- 
son’s courtesy to, ii. 195, 196 
Huddesford, Rev. Dr., Vice- 
Chancellor of Oxford, i. 209, 
211, 242 ; Johnson’s letter to, i. 
211 

“ Hudibras,” Butler’s, quoted,!. 

572 ; alluded to, i. 692 ; ii, 29 
Huetius, quoted, i. 52; alluded 
to, ii. 151 

Huggins, Mr., the translator of 
Ariosto, ii. 391 

Hughes. John, the poet, ii. 272 
Hughes’s edition of Spenser, i. 
199 

Human experience the great test 
of truth, i, 346 

Hume, David, i. 128, 143, 339, 
340, 389, 427, 467, 579, 652; ii. 
165, 208, 251, 551 ; his style 
criticized by Johnson, i. 335 ; 
his collection of Scotticisms, i- 
442; his “ Essay on Miracles,” 
i. 758; his “ Life,” ii. 102 ; his 
persistency in infidelity when 
dying, ii. 135 ; his death con- 
trasted with that of Johnson, ii. 
756 

, Miss, ii. 311 



Hummums, The, Parson Ford's 
death at, ii. 302, 303 
Humphry, Ozias, the painter, ii. 
620 ; J ohnson's letters to, ii. 620, 
621 ■ 

Hungary, hospitality in, ii. 400 
Hunter, Dr. , Professor of Ana- 
tomy in the Royal Academy, ii. 

- 

, Miss, n. 544 

— Prebendary, head-master of 
Lichfield school, i. 17, 18, 505, 
778 

Hurd, Dj., Bishop of Worcester, 

i. 47 ; ii. 60, 61, 548, 549, 639, 
640, 745 ; publishes ‘ ‘ Select 
Works of Abraham Cowley," 

ii. 23, 198 ; his “Moral and 
Political Dialogues," ii. 549 

Husbands, Mr., publishes John- 
son’s translation of Pope's ‘ ' Mes- 
siah," i. 31 

Hussey, Rev. Dr. Thomas, chap- 
lain to the French Embassy in 
London, ii. 748 

, Rev. Mr. John, ii. 320 ; 

Johnson’s letter to, ii. 320 
Hutchinson’s “Moral Philo- 
sophy," ii. 40 

Hutton, Mr., a Moravian, ii. 747 
Hutton’s “ History of Derby," ii. 
144 

Hyatt, B., of Painswick, Glou- 
cestershire, ii. 715 
Plyde, Mr. Justice, his house 
gutted in the Gordon riots, ii. 
370 

Hypochondria, Johnson suffers 
from, i. 32, 33, 34, 35. 225, 261, 
341, 371, 374 

“ Hypochondriack, The," Bos- 
well's essays, ii. 541 
“Hypocrite, The,” played for 
Mrs. Abington’s benefit, i. 655 


1 

Iceland, natural history of, ii. 
243, 244 

Icolmkill visited by Johnson, i. 
606 ; his description of his feel- 
ings on landing quoted, ii. 152, 
153 ; alluded to, i. 641 
“ Idler, The," i. 1, 164. 223, 230, 
248, 249, 250, 262, 283 ; ii. 599 ; 


collected edition of, issued, i. 
251 ; the articles fraudulently 
appropriated, i. 262 
IfSey, Dr. Nowell’s villa at, ii. 
644 , . 

Ilk, Johnson’s definition of, ii. 
282 

“II Palmerino d’lnghilterra," a 
romance praised by Cervantes, 
ii. I 

Imagination, the power of, ii. 
296 

Ince, Mr,, ii. 26 

Inchkenneth visited by Johnson, 
i, 606 ; his verses on, i. 631, 

634 

Indecency in writings, ii. 208, 
209 

Infidel, an, more detestable than 
a man guilty of an atrocious 
crime, ii. 42 

Influence of the Crown in Parlia- 
ment, salutary, i. 478 ; ii. 575 
Inherent right in the King, want 
of, occasions disturbance, ii. 
533 

limes, Rev. Mr., his literary 
fraud, i. 274, 275 : his con- 
federacy with Psalmanazar, i. 

275 ^ . 

Inns and taverns, ease and com- 
fort of, i. 764, 765 
Innys, William, ii. 740, 742 
Inquisition, the, defended by 
Johnson, i. 357 

Insolence of wealth, the, ii. 273 
“Introduction to the Game of 
Draughts," by William Payne, 
i. 238 

< < to the Political State of 

Great Britian,” i. 231 
Invasion, fears of, entertained, ii. 
282 

Inverary, i. 606 
Inverness, i. 606, 642 
Inyon, Dr., of Pulham, Norfolk, 
i. no 

Ireland and the Irish, i. 241, 583 
— — , the corn laws of, i. 489 ; 

hospitality in, ii. 400 
“ Irene," Johnson's tragedy of, i. 
62, 64, 67, 68, 167; the King 
accepts MSS. of, i. 68 ; sketch 
of, quoted, i. 69, 70; finished, 
i. 104; produced at Drury 
Lane by Garrick, i. 105, 139, 


ouu 


140; its reception, i* 140, 
141 ; quoted, i. 173 
Irish antiqiiities, history, and lan- 
guage, Flood leaves his estate 
for the study of, i. 241 ; the 
will set aside, i. 241 

clergy, comparison of some 

of the eminent, i. 491 
— language, its origin, ii. 205 

lite?atu>e, i. 241 

painter, an, instructs John- 
son in the art of living in 
London, i. 65 

Irishmen mix better with the 
English than the Scots do, i. 

583 

Irwin, Captain, i; 711 
Islam, formerly the seat of the 
Congreves, ii. 164 


J 

Jackson, Henry, Johnson’s school- 
fellow, i. 774; ii. 115, 118 
, Rev. Mr., of Barton, York- 
shire, i. 174 

, Richard (the all-knowing), 

ii. 15, 121 

, Thomas, servant to John- 
son’s father, i. 12 
Jamaica, laws of, afford a negro 
no redress, ii. 177 
James 1. of England, i. 528 ; 
his “ Demonology," ii. 330 

II. of England, i. 329, 330 

I. of Scotland, i. 388 

IV. of Scotland, grants 

Auchinleck to Thomas Boswell, 
i. 730 

, Dr. Robert, i. 45 ; ti. 3, 18 ; 

his “ Medicinal Dictionary," i. 
Ill, 112 ; ii. 18 
Jansenius, ii. 296 
January 30th, fast of, proposed 
abolition of, i. 509 
“Janus Vitalis," quoted, ii. 21S 
“Jealous Wife, The,” a comedy, 
i. 278 

Jenkinson, Right Hon. Charles 
(afterwards Lord Liverpool), ii. 
129; Johnson’s letter to, ii. 128, 
129 

Jennings, Mr., ii. 202 
Jenyns, Soame, i. 157 ; ii. 37, 
244 his “ Inquiry into the 


Origin of Evil reviewed by 
Johnson, i. 236 ; his attack upon 
Johnson, i. 237 ; epitaph in 
/ answer to the attack, i. 237; 
his “ View of the Internal 
Evidence of the Christian 
Religion," ii. 252 

Jephson, Mr., author of “Julia," 

i- 193 

Jervis, Charles, of Hinckley, 1. 57 
— — , William (Mrs. Johnson’s 
father), i. 57 

Joddrell, Mr., ii. 606, 625 
Johnson, an equestrian, i- 305 

, Elizabeth (Dr. Johnson’s 

wife), i. 56, 57, 58, 59, 7ir h35. 
145, 445 ; her husband's fond- 
ness for her, i. 60, 170, 172, 173, 
445. 7131 pmise of the 
“ Rambler," i. 151 ; her dCcilh, 
i. 170; her funeral, i. 176; her 
epitaph, i. 176 

, Fisher, ii. 740 

, Mr., a, of Canterbury, said 

to have written the “ Rambler," 
i. 150 

, Michael (Dr. Johnson's 

father), i. 9, 10, 21, 29, 30, 344 ; 
his insolvency and death, i. 42, 
43 

, Nathaniel (Dr. Johnson’s 

brother), i. 9 ; takes up his 
father’s trade, i. 52 
, Richard, of Nottingham, i. 

150 

, Dr. Samuel, his birth, i. 9 ; 

his early years, i. ii, 12, 13, 14,, 
15 ; his memory as a child, i. 
13, 20 ; his suffering from king’s 
evil, i. 15, 16 ; touched by 
Queen Anne for it, i. 16 ; his 
early teachers at Lichfield, i. 
16, 17 ; his indolence, i. 19, 28, 
49, 240, 370; goes to Stour- 
bridge school, i. 21, 22, 28 ; 
entei's at Pembroke College, 
O.xford, i. 30 ; translates Pope’s 
“Messiah" into Latin verse, i. 
31 ; his “ morbid melancholy," 

, i* 32. 33 ’ 34 ’ 35 ’ 225, 261, 341, 
371, 374 4 his early religious im- 
pressions, i. 36, 37 ; his favourite 
studies, i. 38, 39 ; his life at Ox- 
ford, i. 40, 41 ; compelled by 
poverty to leave, i. 42, 43 ; his 
lather’s msolvency and death, i. 


42, 43 ; stays with Mr. Hector at 
Birmingham, i. 48 ; begins his 
literary work, i. 48, .:j9 ; the 
Johnsonian style first appears, i. 
50, 51 ; returns to Lichfield, i. 
51 ; compared with Politian, i. 
52 ; asks Cave for employment 
on “ Gentleman’s Magazine,” i. 
52, S3 ; falls in love with Miss 
Lloyd, a quakeress, i. S3 ; with 
Mrs. Porter, i. 56, ‘ 57 ; his 
personal appearance when in- 
troduced to the Porters, !. 56 ; 
his marriage, i. 58 ; opens a 
school at Edial, i . 59 ; his 
scheme for the classes of a 
grammar school, i, 61, 62 ; his 
tragedy of “ Irene,” i. 62, 64, 
67, 68, 72, 104 ; produced at 
Drury Lane, i. 105, 139, 140, 
141 ; its reception, i. 141, 142 ; 
Johnson goes to London, i. 63, 
64 ; his abstinence from liquor, 
i. 65, 370, 394 ; has lodgings at 
Greenwich, i. 67 ; brings his 
wife to London, i. 71 ; his first 
contribution to the ‘ ‘ Gentle- 
man’s Magazine,” i. 73 ; his 
London” compared with Old- 
ham’s, i. 77,78 ; offered master- 
ship of a school, i. 86, 87 ; 
endeavours to obtain degree of 
M.A. from Dublin, i. 88; re- 
commends Macbean’s ‘ 'Military 
Dictionary ” to Cave, i. 93, 94 ; 
suffers from a convulsive dis- 
order, i. 97, 98 ; his affection 
for his mother, i. 112, 113 ; his 
embarrassed position, i. 112, 
113, 115, 169, 229 ; his associa- 
tion with Savage, i. 113, 114, 
115, 116, 119 ; his prejudice 
against players, i. 118, 143, 370, 
578, 723 ; ii. 161 ; his tender- 
ness for the House of Stuart, i. 
125, 152, 329, 330; his "nam- 
by-pamby” rhymes, i. 127 ; his 
method of working on the 
Dictionary, i. 134; visits 
Tunbridge Wells, i. 135 com- 
mences " The Rambler,”' i. 144 ; 
his hints for his essays, i. 146, 
147, 148 ; his force of mind and 
penetration, as shown in "The 
Rambler,” 1.155. 156. 157 5 
style founded on the great 


writers of the preceding century, 
i. 160 ; his prejudice against the 
Scotch, i. 162, 267, 446j 481, 
482^ 579, 638/ 639, 643 ; his 
style compared with Addison’s, 
i. 163, 164 ; his admiration of 
Milton’s poetry, 1. 166, 169, 
581 ; death of his wife, i, 170 ; 
his grief at her death, !. 170, 
171, 172, 173, 174; his charit- 
able disposition and active 
benevolence, i. 169. 227, 375, 
434, 479, 657 5 his wife’s funeral 
sermon composed by him, i. 
176 ; his circle of friends, i. 177, 
178, 179 ; his personal appear- 
ance and dress, i. 179, 303/ 412, 
723; his piety and devotion, i. 
183, 228, 371, 420, 541, 684 ; 
his neglect by Lord Chester- 
field, i. 188, 189, 191, 192 ; 
visits Oxford, i. 198, 199; has 
degree of Master of Arts con- 
ferred on him by the University, 
i. 208, 209, 210, 21 1 ; his con- 
tributions to the " Universal 
Visiter, ” i. 230 ; superintends 
the " Literary Magazine,” i. 
231, 232, 236, 240, 247 ; his love 
of constitutional liberty, i. 233, 
325, 477 ; offered a living if he 
would enter holy orders, i. 240 ; 
issues proposals for an edition 
of Shakspeare, i. 240, 244 ; 
commences "The Idler,” i. 
248 ; his reflections on death, 
i. 254, 637 ; his views on friend- 
.ship, i. 255, 533 ; death of his 
mother, i. 255, 258 ; similarity 
of his " Rasselas” and Voltaire's 
" Candide,” i. 259, 260 ; called 
the " Great Cham of literature” 
by Smollett, L 265, 266; his 
opinion of George III., i. 278 ; 
receives pension from Govern- 
ment, i. 285, 286, 287 ; his letter 
of acknow'iedgment to Lord 
Bute, i. 287, 288 ; visits Devon- 
shire with Reynolds, i. 288, 289, 
290 ; Boswell introduced to 
him, i. 299 ; his opinions on the 
translations of Ossian, i. 502 ; 
his enquiry into the Cock Lane 
ghost, i. 311, 312 ; his kindness 
to Goldsmith, i. 317, 318 ; sups 
with Boswell the MiirSi ' 



324 ; Lord Hailes’s tribute to 
his writings, i. 321, 322 ; his 
advice to Boswell on his studies 
abroad, i. 332, 347, 352, 355; 
his opinion of Frederick the 
Great, i. 332, 333, 338 ; contro- 
verts Hume’s argument against 
the belief in miracles, i. 340 ; 
promises to visit the Hebrides 
with Boswell, i. 344, 426 ; toasts 
Lord Hailes, i. 344; declares 
human experience to be the 
great test of truth, i. 346 ; his 
favourable opinion of the 
Methodists, i. 350 ; accompanies 
Boswell to Harwich, i. 354, 356, 
360 ; his defence of Convoca- 
tion, i. 356; takes part in the 
founding of the Literary Club, 
i. 367, 369; his singularities of 
behaviour, i. 372, 373 ; created 
Doctor of Laws by Trinity 
College, Dublin, i. 375 ; pur- 
poses engaging in politics, i. 
376, 495, 496, 497; his intro- 
duction to the Thrales, i. 377, 
380, 381 ; compares Dryden’s 
poetry with Pope’s, i. 387, 450, 
451 ; denounces Rousseau and 
Voltaire, i. 391 , 392 ; favours 
translating the Bible into the 
Gaelic language, i. 407, 408 ; 
honoured with a private conver- 
sation with George III., i. 413, 
414, 415, 416, 417, 418; his 
views on the practice of the law, 
i. 423, 424; denounces adultery, 
i. 429, 589 ; attacked by Dr. 
Kenrick, i. 434 ; appointed 
Professor in Ancient Literature 
in the Royal Academy of Arts, 
i, 438 ; introduced to General 
Paoli, i. 448, 449 ; gives evidence 
at Baretti’s trial, i. 458; pub- 
lishes pamphlet justifying the 
exclusion of Wilkes by the 
House of Commons, i. 472, 
473, 624 ; his love for London, 
i. 480 ; exhorts Dr. Maxwell to 
wiite history of Ireland, i. 481 ; 
his disbelief in the authenticity 
of Ossian's poems, i. 486, 630, 
633» 635, 636, 637, 639, 646, 647, 
648, 653, 674; deprecates a war 
in respect of the Falkland 
Islands, i. 493, 494, 649 ; his 


views on duelling, i. 532, 571; 
dictates argument in the case 
of Hastie, the schoolmaster, i. 
535- 536, S37> 538 ; his un- 
willingness to give opinions on 
others’ works, i. 544 ; his argu- 
ment on the law of vicious 
intromission, i. 545, 546, 547, 
548, 549, 550 ; denies that the 
English race had degenerated 
through luxury, i. 564, 565 ; 
affirms that the House of Han- 
over had established a right to 
the throne by the long consent 
of the people, i. 566 ; his com- 
parison of various historians, i. 
579, 580 ; praises Bunyan’s 

“Pilgrim’s Progress,” i. 581; 
his views on lay patronage, i. 
S84> 585. 586, 587, 588 ; on 
toleration, i. 591, 592, 593; sets 
out for Scotland, i. 605 ; his tour 
of Scotland and the Hebrides, i. 
606, 607 ; his praise of Boswell, 
i. 606, 607 ; unauthorized edition 
of several of his writings pub- 
lished by Davies, i. 609, 610; 
visits Wales with Mr. Thrale, i. 
620,621, 622,623; bis opinions 
and pamphlets on the quarrel 
with the American colonies, i. 
624, 648, 649, 650, 651, 666, 
667 ; ii. 253, 273 : made a free- 
man of Aberdeen, i. 629 ; his 
physical courage, i. 637, 638 ; 
attacked on account of his de- 
scription of Scotland, i. 642, 644, 
687 ; attends Mrs. Abington’s 
benefit at Drury Lane, i. 657, 661; 
made Doctor in Civil Law by 
the University of Oxford, i. 662, 
663 ; his definition of patriotism, 
i. 675 ; his opinion of Lord Bute 
and his measures, i. 679, 680, 
681 ; his views on immortality, 
i. 683 ; his argument in the case 
of Dr. Memis, i. 694, 695 ; visits 
Bedlam, i. 696, 697 ; goes to 
France with the Thrales, i. 704; 
his notes of his visit, i. 709, 710, 
711, 712, 713, 714, 715, 716, 
717, 718, 719, 720, 721 ; his ad- 
vice to Boswell on the entail of 
Auchinleck, i. 732, 733, 734, 735, 
736. 737. 738, 739 ; his opinion 
on the Scotch Militia Bill, i. 



750 ; ii. i ; returns to London 
on death of Mr. Thrale’s son, ii. 
1,4; his numerous and varied 
acquaintance, 'ii. 17 ; his pleasure 
in contradiction, ii. 19 ; his views 
on conjugal obligations, ii. 19, 
20 : Simpson’s tragedy of “ The 
Patriot ’’ ascribed to him, ii. 
22 ; his opinions on the effect 
of drinking on conversation, ii, 
32, 33 ; his attention to veracity, 
ii. 33; visits Bath with Mr. and 
Mrs. Thrale, ii. 34 ; dictates 
argument in the case as to 
liberty of the pulpit, ii. 45, 46, 
47, 48, 49, so ; meets John 
Wilkes at Mr. Billy’s, ii. 55, 
56, 57 ; narrates anecdote _ of 
Foote, ii. 56, 57, 58, 59 ; joins 
Wilkes in ridiculing the Scotch, 
ii. 62, 63 ; expresses pleasure 
with Wilkes’s company, ii._64; 
writes epitaph for Goldsmith's 
monument, ii. 65, 67 ; remon- 
strance sent him in shape of 
round-robin, ii. 66, 67, 68, 6g ; 
recommends Dr. Blair’s ser- 
mons to Strahan, ii. 80 ; plant- 
ing in Scotland increased by his 
“Journey to the Western Is- 
lands,” ii. 85 ; writes dedication 
to the Life of Dr. Pearce, 
Bishop of Rochester, ii. 96 ; 
proposes Richard Brinsley 
Sheridan at the Literary Club, 
ii. 98 ; his exertions on behalf of 
Dr. Dodd, ii. 102, 103, 109, in, 
123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128; 
writes petition to the King for 
him, ii. 127, 128 ; letter to Mr. 
Jenkinson on his behalf, ii. 128 ; 
his opinions on the writing 
of biography, ii. 136, 137 ; his 
defence of old feudal customs, ii. 
156 ; said to compose sermons 
for Dr. Taylor, ii. 159 ; his 
opinion of Wilkes, ii. 161 ; his 
reproof of swearing,^ ii. 165 ; 
his jealousy of infractions upon 
the English language, ii. 171, 
172 ; dictates argument in 
favour of Knight, the negro, ii. 
175, 176, 177 ; advises Boswell 
how to address the House of 
Commons, ii. 196 ; his views on 
the best English sermons, ii. 
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215, 216 ; explains how gold and 
silver destroy feudal subordina- 
tion, ii. 228 ; his abhorrence of 
the profession of a sailor, ii. 
231; argues as to the liberty 
allowed to women, ii. 250, 251 ; 
defends luxury as doing good 
to the poor, ii. 254; exposes 
fallacy of Mandeville’s “ private 
vices public benefits,” ii. 254; 
declares faith to be the greatest 
part of knowledge, ii. 259 ; his 
abstemious discipline on Good 
Fridays, ii. 260; on the argu- 
ments for Christianity, ii. 274 ; 
acknowledges indebtedness to a 
lady for a lesson in political 
economy, ii. 295 ; his opinion 
on the advantages and dis- 
advantages of travelling, ii. 305 ; 
his difference and reconciliation 
with Mr. Strahan, ii. 315, 316 ; 
his eulogy of Garrick, ii. 334; 
list of his places of residence in 
London, ii. 350; his aversion to 
a tour in Ireland, ii. 353, 354 ; 
gives Mrs. Thrale an account 
of the Gordon riots, ii. 370, 371, 
372 ; his advice to a young- 
clergyman, ii. 378, 379 ; writes 
address to the electors of 
Southwark for Mr. Thrale, ii. 
381, 382 ; his abhorrence of 
affectation, ii. 407; his praise 
of “Paradise Lost,” ii. 418; 
made an executor by Mr. 
Thrale, ii. 459, 460, 659; his 
views on apparitions and the 
existence of the soul after death , 
ii. 465, 466 ; presents a set of 
his “ Lives ” to Wilkes, ii. 476 ; 
his opinions on the doctrine of 
original sin, ii. 490, 491 ; his 
affectionate regard for Levet, 
ii- 504, 505 ; his rules for 
travelling, ii. 519; his prayer 
on leaving Streatham, ii. 524, 
525; his charade on Dr. Bar- 
nard, ii. 552 ; his respect for 
the hierarchy and dignitaries of 
the Church,' ii. 554 ; his para- 
lytic stroke, ii. 581, 582, 583, 
584; his recovery, ii. 585, 586, 
587 ; draws up rules for the 
Essex Head Club, ii. 606, 607 ; 
attacked with asthma and 
2 D 2 


dropsy, ii. 6io, 6ii, 612; re- 
ceives the Holy Sacrament at 
home, ii. 622; visits Oxford 
with Boswell, ii. 634,635 ; visits 
Mr. Cator, one of his fellow- 
trustees in Mr. Thrale's affairs, 
ii. 659 ; was drawn to serve in 
the Militia, ii. 663 ; admires Sir 
Joshua Reynolds’s “ Discourses 
to the Royal Academy,” ii. 664, 
665 ; endeavour made to get 
his pension increased so he 
might winter abroad, ii. 669, 
670, 671, 676, 677, 678, 679, 
686, 687, 707, 708 ; inaccuracies 
in Mrs. Thrale's “Anecdotes” 
concerning him, ii. 681, 682, 
683 ; catalogue of works he had 
at different times formed pro- 
jects for, ii. 720, 721, 722 ; his 
last days, ii. 737, 738, 739, 740, 
745, 746, 747, 748, 750, 751, 
752; his will and codicil, ii. 
740, 741, 742, 743 ; his death, ii. 
752 ; his last words to Miss 
Morris, ii. 753 ; buried in West- 
minster Abbey, ii. 754 ; busts, 
portraits, and engravings of, ii. 
755. 75^ 

Letters from Johnson to : Ed- 
mund Allen, ii. 581; Thomas 
Astle, ii. 500 ; Rev. Mr. Bag- 
shaw, {. 599 ; ii. 690 ; Sir 
Joseph Banks, ii. 502 ; Francis 
Barber, i. 435, 475, 476 ; 

Baretti, i. 276, 277, 283, 291 ; 
James Barry, ii. 558 ; Dr, 
Beattie, ii. 375 ; Dr. Birch, i. 

1 12, 165, 213 ; Mr. B— — d, i. 
556; Miss Boothby, ii. 433; 
Boswell, i. 362, 383, 400, 431, 
441, 470, 498. 503. ssx, 554, 
604, 605, 6o5, 607, 610, 611, 
613, 614, 616, 617, 618, 622, 
625, 626, 630, 633, 635, 646, 
699, 701, 703, 706, 72S, 729, 

732. 733. 737. 739. 740. 741. 

742 ; ii. 34, 70, 71, 76, 78, 86, 
88, 91, 103, 106, no, 1 14, 115, 
119, 182, 186, 187, 242, 313, 
319. 323. 337. 34L 343. 357. 
360, 363, 376, 385, 441, 44^, 
503. 514. 517. 519. 520, 522, 
523, 527, 584, 601, 611, 612, 

, 614, 616, 617, 717, 718, 719 ; 
huL Boswell, ii. 69, 112, 522 ; 


Dr. Brocklesby, ii. 587, 691, 
692, 693, 694, 695 ; Dr. 

Burney, i. 215, 243, 246, 383 ; 
ii. 699, 700, 716; Lord Bute, 
i. 287, 290 ; Edward Cave, i. 
52, 53, 66, 79, 80, 81, gi, 92, 
93, 106, 108; Sir Robert 
Chambers, i. 202, 203 ; Mrs. 
Chapone, ii. 599 ; Lord Ches- 
terfield, i. 192, 193 ; Aider- 
man Richard Clark, ii . 610 ; a 
clergyman at Bath, ii. 516 ; a 
young clergyman, ji. 378, 379 ; 
Comtesse de i. 724 ; Mr. 
Cruikshank, ii. 705 ; Thomas 
Davies, ii. 583, 706 ; Edward 
Dilly, ii. 109, 341, 608 ; Dr. 
Dodd, ii. 128, 130 ; William 
Drummond, i. 407, 409, 410 ; 
Dr. Edwards, ii. 318 ; James 
Elphinston, i. 152, 153 ; Dr. 
Farmer, i. 474 : ii. 369 ; 
“ The General Advertiser,” i. 
166 ; “The Gentleman’s Ma- 
gazine,” i. 116, 1 17 ; George 
III. for Dr. Dodd, ii. 127, 
128 ; Richard Green, of Lich- 
field, ii. 730 ; William Gez'ard 
Hamilton, ii, 598, 703 ; War- 
ren Hastings, ii. 443, 445, 
446 ; Edmund Hector, ii. 512, 
513, 717 ; Mr. Heely, ii. 710 ; 
John Floole, i. 627 ; ii. 698, 
699 ; Ozias Humphry, ii. 
620, 621 ; Rev. John Hussey, 
ii. 320; Charles Jenkinson, ii. 
128, 129 ; his mother, i. 255, 
257 ; a lady who asked his 
assistance, i. 282 ; Bennet 
Langton, i. 216, 244, 252, 253, 
272, 395- 396, 421. 494» 

504, 619, 685, 659; ii, 107, 
316, 498, 593, 618, 619, 620, 
690, 701 ; Jane Langton, ii. 
623 ; Dr. Lawrence, i. 634 ; 
ii. 362, 510 ; Miss Lawrence, 
ii. 510, 511 ; Dr. Leland, i. 
376 ; Robert Levet, i. 620, 
704 ; ii. 75 ; — Levet, of 
Lichfield, i, 113 ; James Mac- 
pherson, i. 636 ; Edmond 
Malone, ii. 507 ; Philip Met- 
calfe, ii. 525 : John Nicliols, 
ii. 7C9, 723 ; George Nicol, ii. 
70s ; — Nichols, the printer, 
ii, 415; Charles O'Connor, i. 



241. 242 ; ii. 95 ; John Para- 
dise, ii. 704 ; — Perkins, the 
brewer, i. 624 ; ii. 485, 519, 
610, 702 ; Lucy Porter, i. 256, 
257, 258, 432, 707, 70S; ii. 
339, 462, 508, 509^ 585. 597. 

608, 612, 623, 732 ; Lord 
Portmore, ii. 620 ; Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, i. 373, 499, 502 ; ii. 
66, 74, 459, 499, 526, 557, 
S7S. 5S0, 605, 687, 688, 706, 
707; Miss Reynolds, ii. 500 ; 
Joseph Simpson, i. 263 ; Mrs. 
Smart, ii. 697 ; Lady South- 
well, ii. 382 ; Sir George 
Staunton, i. 280 ; George 
Steevens, i. 612 ; ii. 82; Mrs. 
Strahan, ii. 471, 506 ; William 
Strahan, ii. 315 ; Dr. John 
Taylor, i. 174; ii. 581, 622; 
Mrs. Thrale, ii. 119, 367, 582, 
,586, 587, 588, 594 ; Miss 
Susanna Thrale, ii. 588 ; Lord 
Thurlow, ii. 688 ; Rev. Dr. 
Yyse, ii, 107, 108, 384, 386, 
739; Dr. Joseph Warton, i. 
184, 185, 229, 475; Rev. 
Thomas Warton, i. 204, 205, 
206, 207, 208, 211, 212, 213, 
218, 219, 242, 251, 252, 439, 
474 ; Saunders Welch, ii. 189 ; 
John Wesley, ii. 339 ; Rev, 
Dr. Wetherell, i. 743, 744, 
745, 746 ; Rev, Dr. Wheeler, 
ii. 317 ; Rev. Dr. White, of 
Pennsylvania, i. 556 ; Rev. 
Mr. Wilson, ii. 526 ; Right 
Hon. William Windham, ii. 
702 

Letters to Johnson from ; Mrs. 
Bellamy, ii. 596 ; Dr. Birch, i. 
213, 214 ; Boswell, i. 365, 402, 
432, 498, 499, 502, 553, 608, 

609, 617, 618, 621, 622, 629, 
631, 633, 645, 705, 725, 7^0 ; 
ii, 70, 72, 74, 82, 87, 89, 90, 
99, 104. 105, 109, 1 13, 1x4, 
1x7, I8I, 184, 187, I9I, 193, 
194, 241, 3II, 321, 337, 341, 
355. 359. 374. 3S0, 381 7 Mrs. 
Boswell, ii. 524 ; Dr. Brock- 
lesby, ii. 588; Sir Alexander 
Dick, ii. 84 ; Dr. Dodd, ii. 
126, 127, 130 ; Mrs. Thrale, 
ii. 365 ; Lord Thurlow, ii, 385 

Works, Johnson’s, Chronolo- 


gical catalogue 01, 11. 705, 
766, 767, 768, 769, yjo, 771, 
772; projected works, ii. 720, 
721, 722; also see under re- 
spective titles. 

Johnson , Samuel , librarian of St. 
IMartin’s-in-the-Fields, proposes 
to translate '‘History of the 
Council of Trent,” i. 90 

, Sarah (Dr. Johnson’s 

mother), i. 9, 10, ii, 12, 13, 
35, 256 ; takes Johnson to be 
touched for the evil, i. 16 ; her 
illness, i, 255, 256, 257 ; her 
death, i. 255, 258 ; her son’s 
grief for her, L 483 ; his letters 
to her, i. 255, 257 
— Thomas, of Coventry, ii. 
740, 741 

“ Johnsoniana, or Bon-Mots of 
Dr. Johnson,” an unauthorized 
publication, i. 751 ; ii. 281, 756 
Johnston, Arthur, the poet, i. 351 ; 
ii. 617 

— — , Mr., a bookseller, i. 259 
— — Sir Janies, ii. 632 
‘ ' Johnstoni Poemata, ” ii. 86 
Jones, Miss, the poetess, i. 242, 
243 

, Phil, a companion of John- 
son at Oxford, i. 760 

, Rev. River, chanter of 

Christ Church, Oxford, i. 243 

, Sir William, i. 368, 485, 

582 ; ii. 122, 333 

Jones's “ Persian Grammar,” ii. 
445 

Jonson, Ben, Oldham's bombastic 
ode on, i. 559 ; alluded to, ii. 
606 

Jopp, Mr., Provost of Aberdeen, 
i. 629 

Jorden, Mr., Johnson’s tutor at 
Oxford, i. 30, 31, 42 
Jortin, Rev. Dr., elegance of his 
sermons, ii. 215 ; alluded to, ii. 
526 

“ Journal des Savans," i. 417 

‘ ‘ of a Tour to the 

Hebrides,” by Boswell, MS. of, 
read by Mrs. Thrale, i. 702 ; 
alluded to, i. 10, 71, 98, 105, 
X17, 139, 145, 162, 238, 265, 

279, 280, 329, 345, 348, 372, 

424, 492, 531, 563, 606, 607, 

631, 640, 674, 702 ; h. 85, 137, 




i6j, 236, 239, 279, 312, 534, 
568, 625, 628, 636, 735, 759 

“ Journey to the Western Islands 
of Scotland,” by Johnson, i. 
617, 620, 622, 626, 628, 629, 
642, 645, 646, 647, 653, 687, 
689; ii. 78, 84, 85, 121, 152, 
228, 238, 239, 262, 281, ^5, 
547 ; presented to the King, 
i. 628 ; commended by many 
Scotchmen, i. 638, 640, 641, 
642 ; cavillings against, i. 642, 
644 ; increases planting in 
Scotland, ii. 85 

“ Julia,” a tragedy, by Mr. Jeph- 
son, i. 193 

Julien, Treasurer of the Clergy, i. 
711 

Junius, letters of, i. 493, 520 ; ii. 
652 

Juries, English, functions of, ii. 13 

Justitia hulk, at Woolwich, ii. 233 

Juvenal, i. 83, 129, 194, 245, 270, 
572; ii, 222; his “Tenth 
Satire,” i. 39 ; the Third Satire 
imitated hy Johnson in his 
“ London, a Poem,” i. 76, 77 ; 
Oldham’s imitation of, i. 77, 
78 ; Tenth Satire imitated in 
‘ ‘ The Vanity of Human 
Wishes,” I 136 


K 

Karnes, Lord, i. 100, 427, 547, 
551 ; ii. no, 295, 305 ; his pre- 
judice against Johnson, i. 100 ; 
his “ Sketches of the History of 
Man,” ii. 215, 294, 305 
Kearney, Michael, i. 375 ; ii. 147, 
232, 280, 644 ; notes by, i. 119, 
121, 196, 239, 315, 361, 451, 
563 ; ii. 135, 155, 233, 234, 238, 
349, 391, 422, 449, 459, 460, 
486, 574 

Kearsley, Mr., a book.seller, i, 
155 ; ii. 446, ' 756 ; Johnson’s 
letter to, i. 155, 156 
Keddlestone, visited by Johnson, 
ii. 141 

Keene, Mr,, of Paris, i. 718 
Kelly, Hugh, author of “ A Word 
to the Wise,” ii, 97, loi 
Kemble, John Philip, i. 182 ; ii. 
98, 594 ; his account of Mrs. 


Siddons's visit to Johnson, ii. 
595, 596 

Kempis, Thomas k, ii. 198, 403 ; 
editions of, in the King’s library, 
ii. 630 

Ken, Bishop, ii. 148 
Kenn, ii. 637 
Kennedy, Dr., ii. 208 

, Rev. Dr. , rector of Bradley, 

Derbyshire, i. 280 
Kennicott, Mrs., ii. 635, 638, 651 

, Rev. Dr., i. 4S7 

Kenrick, Dr., i. 382,434 ; attacks 
Johnson’s Shakspeare, i. 382 ; 
“ Le.xiphanes ” attributed to, 
i. 421 

Kettel, Dr. Ralph, president of 
Trinity College, Oxford, i. 218 
Kettelhall, Oxford, Johnson 
lodges at, i. 199, 218 ; alluded 
to, i. 218 

Kettle well, the divine, ii. 636 
Keysler, i. 674 

Killingley, Mrs., landlady of the 
Green Man at Ashbourne, ii. 
180 

Kimchi, Rabbi David, i. 8 
King, Archbishop, his “Essay on 
the Origin of Evil,” ii. 346 
, Dr., Bishop of Chichester, 

i. 688 

, Dr., principal of St. Mary 

Hall, Oxford, i, 208, 209, 211, 
26s 

, Rev. Dr., a dissenting mini- 
ster, ii. 252 

z>. Topham, an action for 

libel on Earl Cowper, deceased, 

ii. 12 

King’s Bench- prison burned 
down in the Gordon riots, ii. 

371 

Library at Paris, rare books 

in, i. 717 

Norton, Worcestershire, 

Johnson’s mother born at, i. 10 
Kippis, Dr., i. 497; ii. 153, 633, 
71S 

Knapton, Messrs. , publishers 
associated in the Dictionary, i. 
130 

Kneller, Sir Godfrey, anecdote of, 
ii. 206, 207 

Knight, Joseph, a negro, his case 
in the Court of Session, ii. 70, 
72, 83, no, 112, 185, 186; 


Johnson dictates argument in 
his favour, ii. 175, 176, 177 
Knight, Lady, i. 57, 354, 405 ; her 
anecdotes of Johnson, i. 57, 58 
Knowles, Mrs., a Quakeress, ii. 
63, 248, 250. 251, 252, 253, 256, 
257, 258, 259, 260 
Knox, Mr., commends Johnson’s 
" Tour,” i. 641, 642 
, Rev. V., master of Tun- 
bridge school, i. i6r ; ii. 672, 

730, 731 

Kristrom, Mr;, a Swede, visits 
Johnson, i. 512, 513 


L 

Lactantius, Lord Hailes publishes 
fifth book of, ii. 117 
Lafeldt, battle of, ii. 218 
Lambin, ii. 60 

Langhonie’s translation of Plu- 
tarch's “ Life of Alexander,” i. 6 
Langley, Rev. Mr., ii. 122 
Langton, Bennet, i. iS, 68, 137, 
^43» I77i iSo, 181, 182, 217, 

224, 240, 245, 249, 252, 273, 

29^1 3^9. 3295 34b 366, 367, 

368, 397, 414, 418, 435, 449, 

479. 484. 538. 542, 576, S90, 

597. 598. S99. 631, 637, 653, 

668, 669, 675, 677, 765 ; ii. 31, 
76, 103. 105, io5, 114, 142, 169, 
183, 194, 217, 225, 227, 243, 

244, 246, 247, 282, 284, 292, 

293, 294, 307, 310, 312, 316, 

319. 333. 343. 36b 364. 367- 

387, 389, 390, 397, 401, 402, 

403, 404, 406, 407, 408, 409, 

4TO, 436, 447. 453. 467. 5ib 

542, 554, 561, 620, 623, 631, 

634, 657, 662, 665, 683, 701, 

740, 74X, 744 ; presents John- 
son's original sketch of ‘ ‘ Irene " 
to the King, i. 68 ; introduced 
to Johnson by Levet, i. 179 ; 
goes to Trinity College, Oxford, 
i. 180 ; Johnson presents him 
with copy of his letter to Lord 
Chesterfield, i. 192, 193 ; con- 
tributes to “The Idler,” i. 248 ; 
one of the founders of the Lite- 
rary Club, i. 367; succeeds 
Johnson as Professor in Ancient 
Literatm*e at the Royal Aca- 


demy of Arts, i. 438 ; his mar- 
riage to Lady Rothes, i. 500, 
504 ; decides to establish a 
school on his estate, i. 539 ; 
Boswell acknowledges obliga- 
tion to, i, 768 ; refuses to sign 
“round-robin,” ii. 68 ; Johnson 
visits, at Rochester, ii. 585, 586 ; 
presents catalogue of Johnson's 
projected works to the King, il. 
720 ; a pall-bearer at Johnson’s 
funeral, ii. 754; his letter to 
Boswell, ii. 367, 368, 369 ; John- 
son's letters to, i. 216, 244, 252, 
253. 272, 395, 396, 42T, 494, 
500, 504, 619, 685, 699 ; ii. 107, 
316, 498, 593, 6i8, 619. 620, 
690, 701 

Langton, George, i. 620 

, Miss Di, i. 399, 494 

— — , Miss Jane, i. 395, 399, 504 ; 
ii. 499, 620 ; Johnson’s letter to, 
ii. 623 

— — , Miss Juliet, i. 399, 494 

, Mr. (father to Bennet), i. 

217, 252, 272, 330, 366, 395, 
399 ; offers a living to Johnson 
if he entered holy orders, i. 240 

, Mrs., i. 245, 273, 366, 395, 

399, 494, 504; ii. 620 

, Peregrine, his death, i, 396, 

397 ; his remarkable example of 
economy, i. 397, 398, 399 

, Stephen, the archbishop, i. 

180 

Lansdowne, Lord, his “ Drinking 
Song ” quoted, i. 182 ; alluded 
to, ii. 230, 537, 550, 632 
Lapland, reindeer brought from, 
i. 522, 533 

Lapouchin, Madame, severity of 
her punishment, ii. 294, 295 
Latin translation of Pope's 
“ Verses on the Grotto,” a, by 
Johnson, i. no 
La Trobe, Rev. Mr. , ii, 747 
Laud, Archbishop, i. 518, 712 ; 

his diary quoted, i. 561 
, Dr., i. 138 

Lauder, William, his charge of 
plagiarism against Milton, i. 
167, 168, 169 

Lavater's ‘ ‘ Essays on Physiog- 
nomy,” ii. 756 

Law, Archdeacon, afterwards 
Bishop of Elphin, ii, 359 


^>14 

^LaWj Dr., Bishop of Carlisle, ii. 
346, 359 

— , Dr. Robert, i. 375 
— — , William, his “ Serious Call 
to a Holy Life," i. 36, 483; 
alluded to, ii. 637 
— — , Johnson’s intention of study- 
ing, i. 376 ; his opinion on the 
study and practice of, i. 390, 
401,423.424 

Lawrence, Chauncey, ii. 445 

, Dr., i. 45, 46, 245, 368 ; ii. 

18. 77, 105, 362, 378, 504, 583, 
694; Johnson’s letters to, i, 
634 ; ii. 362, 510 

— — , Miss, ii. 510; Johnson’s 
letters to, ii. 510, 51 1 
Lay patronage in the Church, 
arguments for, i. 507, 508, 584, 
585* 586, 587, 588 
Layer, i. 108 

Lea, Rev. Samuel, headmaster of 
Newport school, i. 21 
Le Clerc, i. 213 

Le Courayer, Dr., his French 
translation of ‘ ‘ The History of 
the Council of Trent,” i. 67, 90 
Lectures, their uselessness, i. 388, 
389 

Lee, Alderman, ii. 63 
— — , Arthur, afterwards United 
States minister at Madrid, ii. 
55, 56, 62 

, John, ii. 197 

Leeds, Duke of, i. 368, 414 ; verses 
on his marriage by one of his 
servants, ii. 396, 397 
Leeds’s Greek Grammar, i, 61 ; 
his Lucian, i. 62 

Leek, Staffordshire, i. ii ; earth- 
quake at, ii. 120 

Leibnitz, his “ Philosophy on the 
System of the Fatalists,” i. 92 ; 
his work on languages, i. 513 
Leicester, ii. 3 

, Mr., ii. 364 

Leland, Counsellor, ii. 275 

-, Dr. Thomas, ii. 269 

, John, i. 376 ; ii. 95 

— — , Rev. Dr. Thomas, i. 375, 
376 ; his “ Life of Philip of 
Macedon,” i. 239 ; his “ History 
of Ireland,” i. 597; Johnson's 
letter to, i. 376 

Lennox, Mrs. Charlotte, i. 187, 
232, 263, 280, 628 ; ii. 393, 627 ; 


her comedy, “ The Sisters,” ii. 
393 

Leonidas, tragedy founded on the 
story of, ii. 22 
Le Roy, Julien, i. 710, 711 
Lesley, Charles, ii. 637 
Lesley’s “ History of Scotland,” i. 
612 

“ Les Pens^es de Paschal,” ii. 
328 

Le Telier’s, Dover Street, Literary 
Club meets at, i. 367 
“Lethe,” a dramatic satire, i. 
167 

“Letter from Lexiphanes, A,” ii. 
727 

“ on the Case of Admiral 

Byng,” by Johnson, i. 232 

to the People of Scotland 

on the number of the Lords of 


Session,” by Boswell, ii. 13, 
53 ^ 

‘ to the People of Scotland 

on the Present State of the 


Nation,” ii. 61 1 

to the Sheriffs of Bristol on 


the Affairs of America,” Edmund 
Burke’s, ii. 163 

“ Letters to and from Dr. John- 
son,’’ Mrs. Piozzi’s, i. 369, 419, 
606, 607, 664, 724; ii. 119, 370, 
376, 380, 434, 560, 582, 597, 
598, 658, 659, 660, 679, 684, 
724, 733, 735, 748 

on Italy,” Sharpe’s, ii. 41 

Lettsom, Dr., ii. 56 
Lever, Sir Ashton, Johnson 
desires his museum to be pur- 
chased for the public, ii. 675 
Levet, Mr., of Lichfield, i. 44, 
1 12 ; Johnson’s letter to, i. 


113 

-, Robert, 1 , 177, 178, 319, 

333, 561, 716 ; ii. 17, 20, 76, 
192, 278, 315, 318, 319, 323, 
464, 508, 509. 511, 529, 586, 
594, 607 ; introduces Langton 
to Johnson, i. 179 ,* his marriage, 
i. 283, 292 ; resides with 

Johnson, i. 387 ; his position 
in Johnson’s family, ii. 192, 
193 ; his death, ii. 504 ; John- 
son's verses to his memory, ii, 
505, 626 ; Johnson’s letters to, 
i 620, 704 ; ii. 75 

Lewis, David, ii. 653, 654 


Lewis, Rev. Francis, of Chiswick, 

i. 165 

, Mrs. Charlotte, i. 283, 

292 

Lewson, Mrs., ii. 36S 
Lexicographer, Johnson’s defini- 
tion of, i. 224 

“ Lexicon to the Greek New Tes- 
tament, ’’Dawson's, ii. 351 
“ Lexiphanes,” a ridicule of John- 
son’s style, by Campbell, i. 
421 

Leyden, University of, ii. 594 
Libels on the dead, ii. ii, 12 ; the 
case of the King v. Topham, ii. 
12, 13 

Liberty and necessity, Bishop 
Bramhall on, i. 465 

of conscience, the right to, i. 

59i> 592, 593, 594, 595 
of the pulpit, case as to the, 

ii. 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50 

, political and private, 1. 


434 

Lichfield, Lord, ii, 268, 269 

Cathedral, monument to 

Johnson erected in, ii. 757 

, town of, Johnson born at, i. 

9 ; attends school at, i. 17 ; 
returns to, from Stourbridge, i. 
22 ; his desultory reading at, i. 
28 ; spends college vacation at, 
i. 33 ; returns to, from Oxford, 
i. 42, 43 ; returns from London 
to, i. 69; visited by Johnson 
and Boswell, i. 773 ; Johnson’s 
last visit to, ii. 691, 692 ; alluded 
to, i. 27, 51, 66, 420, 427, 499 
ii* 355, 35^, S02, 503 
Liddel, Sir _ Henry, his tour m 
Lapland, i. 521 

Life of a conscientious clergyman 
not an easy one, ii . 264 

of Dr. Johnson,” by Sir 

|ohn Hawkins, i. 2, 3, 14, 48, 
*83, 104, 114, 133, 136, ^4fi, 

17s, 216, 255, 256, 267, 317, 
369, 396, 723 ; ii. 383, 504, 605, 
680, 710, 711, 714, 734, 739 
“ Lilliburlero,” ballad of, i. 675 
Lilly, William, ii. 151 
Lincolnshire, scarcity of orchards 
in, ii. 561 

Lintot, Mr., the bookseller, i. 64, 


t.- 

— , Mr., his son, 1. 333 


List of “ Burton’s Books,” ii. 
609 

“Literary Anvil, The,” Dr. Mayo- 
called, i. 595 

— — Club, the, i. 395, 494,. 
578, 653 ; ii. 98, 112, 1S3, 220, 

232, 245, 261, 269, 316, 319, 368, 

393. 394, 395, 449> 459, 544, 5 ^ 5 ^ 
669, 754, 758 ; members of, i. 
367, 368 ; places of meeting, i. 
367 ; Boswell admitted, i. 579 

frauds, i. 274, 275 

— . Magazine. The,” i, 231, 
240, 247; ii. 201; Johnson's 
contributions to, i- 231, 232, 

233, 234, 235, 236 

property, action regarding, i. 

197, 334, 335, fill,. 673 : 
son’s opinion on, i. 600, 611 ; 
decision of the House of Lords 
in, u. 321 ; alluded to, ii. 
93 

Literature, state of, in England 
and France compared, ii. 221 
“Lives of the English Poets,” 
Johnson’s, i. 135, 469; ii. 90, 
92, 93, 94, 100, 117, 121, 152, 
297, 298, 311, 321, 323, 325, 337, 
342, 362, 376, 413, 416, 427, 439, 
440, 520, 523, 592, 635, 665, 750 ; 
eulogy of Garrick in, ii. 334 ; 
attacked in some narrow circles, 
ii. 440; Johnson presents a set 
to Wilkes, ii. 476 
‘ ' of the Poets,” by Cibber, i. 

133 i ^3, 24, 25, 29, 1 39 ; 
Shiels’s contributions to, 1. 133, 

134 ; ii. 23, 100 
Livy, i. 671 

Lloyd, Mr. (father of Lady 
Rothes), i. 504 

, Mr,, the Quaker (of Birming- 
ham), i. 768, 769, 770 

, Mrs., his wife, i. 768, 769 

, Mrs. (Savage’s godmother), 

i. 122 

, Olivia, a Quakeress, i. 53 

• , R., i. 302, 666 

Lobo's “Voyage to Abyssinia,” 

i. 48, 50, 51 ; ii. 6 ; translated 
by Johnson, i. 49 

Lock, William, jun., i. 368 
— William, of Norbury Park, 

ii. 420 

Locke, John, i. 226; ii. 310, 474 ; 
his “ Commonplace book,” i. 


146; bis "Treatise on Educa- son» i. 697: Thomas Sheridan 

tion,'’ i. 536; his " Essay on complains of his ingratitude, 

Human Understanding,” ii. 391 ii. i 
Lochlomond, Johnson’s visit to, Louis XIV., i. 8r, 418, 693, 715; 

i. 606 statue of, in Place Vendome, i. 

Lockman, John, secretary to the 710 ; sends embassy to the King 
British Herring Fishery, ii. 390 of Siam, ii. 291 

lojfft, Capel, ii. 629 XVI., i. 704, 714 

LomlDe’s silk mill at Derby, ii. Louvre, Palace of the, i. 713 
144, 145 Lovage, or levisticum, a root, i. 

London, Johnson sets out for, i. 686 
63, 64; customs of, during the Lovat, Lord, epigram on his 
time his mother lived there, i. execution, i. 12S 


71 ; removes his wife to, i. 71 ; 
its difference to different people, 
i. 322, 323; Johnson’s attach- 
ment to, i. 480 ; the luxuriance 
of its* buildings, ii- 42 

n a Poem, in imitation of 

the Third Satire of Juvenal,” 
by Johnson, i. 76, 77; com- 
pared with Oldham’s, i. 77, 78 ; 
said to have been offered to and 
refused by several booksellers, i. 
82 ; its reception by the public, 
i. 83 ; Pope’s opinion of, i. 84, 
97, 45 T ; alluded to, i. 59, 78, 
79, 80, 83, 85, 86, 87, 136, 137, 
347, 351 ; ji* 380 
and Westminster Im- 
proved,” Gwyn's, Johnson 
writes dedication for, i. 405 

“ Chronicle, The,” i. 238, 

370, 464, 558 ; ii. 194, 453 

Magazine, The,” i. 96, 491 

Packet, The,” abusive 

letter concerning Goldsmith in, 

i. 558 

Longinus, ii. 414 

Longlands, Mr., a solicitor, i. 53S 

Longley, Mr., of Rochester, ii. 

392 

Longman, Messrs., publishers, i. 
130 

Looking glasses, manufacture of, 
described, i. 716 
Lort, Rev. Dr., ii. 640 
Loudoun, Countess of, ii. 317 
— — , Earl of, ii. 102 
Loughborough, Johnson stays at, 

' ii. I 

, Lord (Alexander Wedder- 

burne), i. 285, 290, 295, 296 ; 

ii. 2; interests himself to get 
pension for Johnson, i. 285, 286, 
287 ; visits Bedlam with John- 


Love, Mr., of Drury Lane Theatre, 
5^5 

“ and Madness,” ii. 547 

" in a Hollow Tree,” a play, 

by Lord Grimston, ii. 455 
Loveday. Dr. John, i. 599 
, John, of Caversiiam, Berk- 
shire, i. 599 

Lovibond, Mr., author of "The 
Tears of Old May-day,” i. 63 
Lowe, Mauritius, a painter, ii. 328, 
557. 558, 559. 5^6, 567, 568, 741 ; 
Johnson writes to Lady South- 
well on his behalf, ii. 382, 383, 

384 

, Rev. Canon, of Windsor, 

Johnson’s schoolfellow, i. 18, 19 
Lowth, Dr. Robert, Bishop of 
London, his controversy with 
Warburton, i. 416; his com- 
mentary on the Old Testament, 
ii. 44 ; his " English Grammar,” 
ii. 658 ; alluded to, ii. 566 
Loyola, St. Ignatius, his pilgrim- 
age through the East, i. 42 
Lucan, Lady, ii. 368, 669 

, Lord, i. 368 ; ii. 369, 459, 

460, 669 

Lucas, Dr., his ‘ ‘ Essay on 
Waters” I'e viewed by Johnson, 

i. 232, 233 ; his treatment by 
the Irish Ministry, i. 233, 234 

Lucian, i. 62 ; ii. 8, 208, 413 
Lucretius, ii. 286 
" Luke’s iron crown,” i. 388 
Lumisden, Andrew, i. 721 
Lumm, Sir Francis, i. 414 
Lusiad, Rev. W.J. Mickle's trans- 
lation of, i. 534; ii. 29, 603, 655 
Luton Hoe, Lord Bute’s seat af, 

ii, 485, 493 

Luttrell, Col., his contest with 
Wilkes in Middlesex, i. 472 



Luxembourg, palace and gardens, 
i. 718 

Ljdiat, Rev. Mr., i. 388 ; account 
of, i. 137, 138 

Lye, Edward, his Saxon and 
Gothic Dictionary, i. 396 
Lysons, Mr,, of Clifford’s Inn, ii. 
743 

Lyttelton, George, Lord, i. 189, 
197, 416, 485, 567, 579 ; ii. 212, 
31 1, 440 ; his “ Dialogues of the 
Dead," i. 761; his anxiety as 
an author, ii. 25; Johnson's 
Life of, ii. 433, 434. 435 

, Mr., 1. 135 

■. Thomas, Lord, ii, 646 


M 

Macartney, Lord, i. 164, 290, 319, 
368 ; ii.” 17, 208, 212, 368, 395, 
436 

Macaulay, Dr., ii. 347 
- — , Mrs. Catherine, i. 177, 374, 
565 ; ii. 63, 162 ; her levelling 
theories tested, i. 342 

, Mrs. (wife of Rev. Kenneth), 

i. 699 

■ , Rev. Kenneth, his account 

of St. Kilda, i. 426, 427, 508, 

699 

Macbean, Alexander, one of John- 
son’s amanuenses, i. 94, 133, 
553 ; ii. 20, 88, 89, 464, 466 ; his 
Military Dictionary," i. 93, 
94; his “System of Ancient 
Geography,” i. 133 ; admitted 
to the Charterhouse, ii. 384 

, Mr., his brother, another 

of Johnson’s amanuenses, i. 133 
“Macbeth, Miscellaneous Obser- 
vations on the Tragedy of,” by 
Johnson, i. 125 ; the play alluded 
to, i. 388, 454 

Maccaronic verses, the etymology 
of, ii. 247 

Macclesfield, Anne, Countess of, 
i. 109, 124 ; her intrigue with 
Lord' Rivers, i. 120, 121, 122 ; 
her unnatural conduct, i. 122, 
123; her marriage to Colonel 
Brett, i. 124 

■ , Earl of, obtains divorce, i. 

120, 121, 122 


Macconochie, Flora, i. 607 ; li, 322' 
— Lady Maigfaret, ii. 330 

, Mr., an. advocate in the 
negro cause, ii. 185 

“, Ranald, i. 646 , 

— Sir Alexander, i. 314, 515, 

527. 529. 530 

, Sir James, “the Marcellus 

of Scotland,” i. 343 ; ii. 457 
Macdonalds, the, their position 
at Culloden, i. 608 
Mackenzie, Henry, attorney, of 
Edinburgh, his “Man of Feel- 
ing ” fraudulently published by 
Mr. Eccles, i. 275 
Macklin, Charles, the actor, i. 
29s ; ii. 2 

Maclaurin, Mr., i. 359, 687 ; ii. 
70, 83 ; his uneasiness at the 
ridicule thrown on his father 
in Goldsmith’s “Animated 
Nature,” ii. ii ; his plea in the 
negro cause, ii. 70, 72, 83, no, 
185 

Maclean, Ale.xander, of Col, i. 
645, 725, 726, 728; ii. 118 

, Mr., of Torloisk, i. 645 

of Col, i. 640, 645 ; ii. 118 ; 

death of, i, 625, 626, 725 

, Sir x4llan, i. 640, 645, 700 ; 

ii. 78, 79, 83, 104, no, III 
Macleod, Mr., of Rasay, i. 640, 
641, 700, 701, 728 ; ii. 102, 521 

, Miss, of Rasay, ii. loi, 104 

Macpherson, James, i. 302, 637, 
645, 647; ii. 250; controversy 
as to Ossian’s poems, i. 630, 
633, 637, 639; his assertion as 
to copying the poems from old 
MSS., i. 635; his threats to- 
wards Johnson, i. 636, 637, 638 ; 
Johnson's letter to, i. 636 
Macqueen, Rev. Donald, i. 701, 
702 

Macquharrie, of Orraaig, ii. 118 

, of Ulva, i. 645 ; ii. 78, 83, 

no, III, 118 

Macrobius quoted by Johnson, i. 

30 ; alluded to, ii. 20 
M’Swinney, Owen, author of 
“The Quacks, or Love’s the 
Physician,” ii. 58 

Madame La Comtesse de — — , 
Johnson’s letter to, i. 724 
Madan, Dr., an Irish clergyman, 

i. 65s 


* 515 ' 


Madden, Rev. Dr., i. 239 ; his 
premium scheme, i. 239 ; his 
idea of an orchard, ii. '561 
Mahogany, a drink so called by 
the Cornish fishermen, ii. 454 
Maitland, Mr., Johnson’s amanu- 
ensis, i. 133 
Maiagrida, ii. 537 
Mallet, David, i. 142, 197, 487, 
515, 577 ; ii. 333, 347. 578 ; 
tragedy of “ Elvira,” i. 312 ; his 
life of Bacon, ii. 170; his use of 
his original name, “Malloch,” 
ii- 573 

Malone, Edmond, i. 162, 164, 255, 
274, 315, 368, 785; ii. 42, 265, 
280, 339, 420, 427, 428, 429, 499, 
e;o8, 588, 669, 683, 734. 753. 759 i 
his prologue to “Julia,” i. 193 ; 
his edition of Shakspeare, i. 239, 
309 ; his “ Account of the Life 
of William Shalcspeare,” i. 781 ; 
his views on the authenticity of 
Rowley's poetry, ii. 38 ; notes 
by, i. II, 12, 15, 16, 18, 21, 26, 
39, 44, 46, 47, 48, 53, 54, 56, 57. 
58, 63, 66, 81, 84, 98, 105, 108, 
115, 120, 121, 122, 126. 127, 133, 
135, 138, 139, 140, 145, 146, 148, 
150, 152, 153, 154, 157, 159, 164, 
165, 166, 167, 169, 170, 173, 175, 
176, 178, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186, 
188, 203, 204, 205, 211, 218, 227, 
229, 239, 241, 248, 255, 256, 257, 
258, 259, 265, 266, 271, 272, 283, 
286, 292, 299, 322, 341, 351, 352, 
354. 355. 390, 396. 405. 412, 

420, 422, 436, 442, 451, 454, 465, 
476, 485, 491, 492, 493, 494, 497, 
499. 504. 517. 519. 523. 529. 533. 
55S. 559. 572, 576, 581. ^06, 607, 
612, 613, 674, 684, 707, 717, 719, 
723, 775, 783 ; ii. 4, 17, 33, 34, 
58, 67, 68, 74, 76, 79, 89, 94, 98, 
100, 105, 109, 114, 116, 117, 124, 
132, 139, 144, 147, 153, 168, 172, 
192, 193, 198, 199, 208, 212, 213, 
217, 219, 221, 222, 224, 225, 226, 
228, 232, 233, 238, 247, 248, '251, 
252, 264, 265, 271, 272, 275, 276, 
280, 282, 291, 292, 314, 321, 325, 
328, 336. 339. 343. 356. 364. 372, 
382, 383, 384, 386, 392, 393, 394, 
395, 401, 404, 408, 416, 426, 427, 
428, 429. 431. 433. 434. 435. 439. 
448, 449, 463, 465, 480, 488, 492, 


499. 500. 503, 507, 515, 525, 528, 
538. 539. 541. 542. 543. 546, 552, 
553. 555. 555. 5^5. 566, 569. 573. 
575- .586, 587. 588, 589. 598, bo9, 
622, 627, 632, 644, 646, 654, 655, 

, 660, 670, 691, 701, 704, 713, 714, 

715. 732. 733. 739. 743. 744. 748. 

755, -757; Johnson’s letters to, 

ii* 507 

Malton, Mr., landlord of Edensor 
Inn, Chatsworth, ii. 181 
Man, a, Shakspeare and Milton’s 
description of, compared, ii. 448 ; 
Dr. Franklin’s definition of, ii* 
213 

“ of Feeling, The,” a novel, 

by Henry Mackenzie, its fraudu- 
lent publication by Dr. Douglas, 
i. 275 

“Manchester, History of,” Whit- 
aker’s, ii. 289 

Mandeville’s ‘ ‘ Private vices public 
benefits,” ii. 255 
Manley, Mrs., ii. 556 
Manning, Mr., a compositor, ii. 
665 ; Johnson apologises to, ii. 
665 

“Manners,” a satire, by Paul 
Whitehead, i. 83 

Manningham, Dr., curate of St. 

Andrew’s, Holborn, i, 121 
, Dr., ii. 142 

Mansfield, Lord, i. 128, 538, 544, 
57T. 575. 667; ii. 125, 230, 233, 
370, 426, 539 ; a friend of Pope, 

i. 514 ; Sir Andrew Stuart’s 
letters to, i. 574 ; commends 
Johnson’s “ Journey,” i. 653 ; his 
decision that a negro cannot be 
taken out of the kingdom, ii. 71 

Mantuanus, Johannes Baptista, ii. 
542 

Manucci, Count, i. 710, 714; ii. 
73. 75 

Manyfold, underground river, ii. 
164 

Mapletoft, Dr. John, i. 465 

, Mr., a surgeon, i. 465 

“ Maphseus’s Canto,” Hudibrastic 
version of, by Ellis, the scrivener, 

ii. 16 

Maps, better, of parts of the East 
Indies than of the Highlands of 
Scotland, i. 681 

Marana, I. P., author of “ Tile 
Turkish Spy,” ii. 556 


Marathon, ii. 153 
Mar chi, his engraving- of Johnson, 
ii. 756 

Marchmont, Earl of, L 516 ; ii. 

297, 298, 299, 337, 338, 362, 427 
Marie Antoinette, i. 704, 714, 715 
Marischal •College, Aberdeen, i. 
507, 604 

Market Bosworth school, i. 46 
Markham, Dr,, ii. 317 
Markland, ii. 526 
Marlay, Dr., Bishop of Water- 
ford, i. 368; ii. 449, 453 
Marlborough, Duchess of, i. 105; 
ii. 455 

, John, Duke of, i. 534, 764 ; 

ii. 43, 170, 333 

“ Marmor Norfolciense, ‘ by John- 
son, i. 95, 96, 97 
Marriage Bill, Royal, i. 510 
Marsden, Mr., i. 368 
Marshalsea prison broken open 
and prisoners released, ii. 371 
Marsili, Dr., of Padua, i. 242, 285 
Martial, Elphinston’s translation 
of, ii. 225 

Martin, Messrs., printers, of Edin- 
burgh, ii. 93, 94 

Martin’s “Account of the Western 
Islands of Scotland," i. 344; ii. 
211 

Marlinelli, Signor, author of a 
History of England, in Italian, 
i. 566, 567. 568^; 569 
“ Martyrdom of Theodora," by 
Boyle, i. 234 

Mary Queen of Scots, i. 619, 621, 
642; Buchanan's verses to, i. 
351 ; painting of her resigning 
her crown, i. 609 ; Johnson sup- 
plies Latin inscription for, i. 
631, 632 

Masenius quoted by Lauder, i. 
168 

Mason, Rev. William, i. 6, 519, 
652, 666 : ii. 256 ; his “ Memoirs 
of Gray," i. 4; ii. 25: his 
“Elfrida," i. 666; his poetry 
compared with Akenside’s, ii. 

25; his “Heroic Epistle," ii. 
660 

Masquerades in Scotland, i. 554 
Massacre at the Tuileries, ii. 

633 

Massinger, Philip, his play of 
’‘The Picture," ii. 351 


Masters, Mrs,, the poetess, 1. 177 *, 
ii. 598 

Mathias, Mr., ii. 462 
“ Matrimonial Thought, a song/ 
i. 471 

Mattaire, 1. 719; ii. 388 ; his 
“Account of the Stephani," ii. 
388 

Maty, Dr., his “ Bibliotheque 
Britannique,” i. 213 
Maupertuis, i. 428, 429 
“Maxims, Characters, and Re- 
flections," Greville's, ii. 651 
Maxwell, Rev. Dr. , his “ Collec- 
tanea" relating to Johnson, i. 
476, 477. 478. 479. 480, 481, 
482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 
48S, 489, 490, 491 ; alluded to, 
i. 480; 488, 491 

Mayo, Rev. Dr., a dissenting 
minister, i. 590, .591, 592, 593. 
594. 595 ; 11- 248, 250, 252, 253, 
672 

Mazarin, Cardinal, portrait of, at 
St. Cloud, i. 718 

Mead, Dr., dedication of the 
“Medicinal Dictionary" to, 
written by Johnson, i. iix ; 
alluded to, ii. 148, 307 
Meeke, Rev. Mr., i. 200, 201, 202 
Meerman, i. 719 
Melancthon, i. 7, 466 ; ii. loi 
Melmoth, William, author of 
“ Fitzosborne's Letters," ii. 366, 
625 

Memis, Dr,, his action against the 
managers of the Royal Infirm- 
ary, Aberdeen, i. 629, 630, 636 
ii. 78, 82 ; Johnson's argument 
in the case, i. 694, 695 
“ Mdmoires de Fontenelle," ii. 
215 

“ Memoirs of David Gan'ick," by 
Thomas Davies, ii. 376 

“ of Frederick III., King; 

of Prussia," by Johnson, i. 231 
“ of Great Britain and Ire- 

land, " by Sir John Dairy niple,, 

j- 558 

“ of the Court of Augustus," 

reviewed by Johnson, i. 232, 

234 ‘ 

Menage, Bayle’s account of, ii 
762 

“Menagiana," i. 583 ; ii. 29s, 
543. 7'53 


Mercers, Worshipful Company of, 
ii. 566; Johnson’s letter to, ii. 
566 

‘ ‘ Messiah, ” Pope’s, translated 
into Latin verse by Johnson, i. 
31, 200 

Metaphysics, Johnson's fondness 
for the study of, i. 38 
Metastasio, i. 57 

Metcalfe, Philip, i. 492; ii. 499, 
525; Johnson’s letter to, ii. 

525 

Methodists, the, i, 350 ; their 
success in preaching, i. 350, 
3C1 ; satirized in “The Hypo- 
crite,” i. 6!55 

Meudon, old palace at, i. 718 
Meynell, Mr., of Bradley, i. 45, 
46 ; ii. 327, 397, 433 
Mickle, William Julius, translator 
of "The Lusiad,” i. 534; ii. 
29. 603, 655 

Middlesex, Earl of, i. 280 

, Wilkes’s election for, i. 89, 

464, 472, 624 ; ii. 193, 352, 611 
Midgeley, Dr., ii. 556 
Militia, Bill for a Scotch, John- 
son’s opinion on, i. 750 ; lost, 

ii. I 

Millar, Andrew, the bookseller, i. 

130, 177, 215, 216 
Miller, Lady, verses put into a 
vase at her villa, i. 667 

, Mr., a bookseller, ii. 289 

, Sir John, i. 668 ; ii. 56 

Milner, Rev. Joseph, i. 350, 351 
Milton, John, i. 3, 166, 185, 226, 
319, 581, 666 ; ii, 59, 244, 310, 
350, 415, 440, 606, 652, 668 ; 
Johnson writes prologue for his 
“ Comus,” i. 166; charged 
with plagiarism by Lauder, i. 
167, 168, 169 ; Johnson’s sup- 
posed enmity to, i. 168, 169, 
581; his “Tractate on Educa- 
tion,” ii. 310; Johnson’s Life 
of, ii. 400, 418, 419, 420, 421 ; 
his description of a man com- 
pared with Shakspeare's, ii. 
448,449 

“ , The Apotheosis of,” by 

William Guthrie, i. 95 
“ — — no Plagiary,” by Dr. 
Douglas, i. 167 

Mimicry requires great powers, i, 
5EI 


Minto, Lord, i. 36S 
Miracles, the, supported by the 
strongest evidence, i. 340 
“ Mirror, The,” a periodical 
paper, ii. 730 

“ Miscellaneous and Fugitive 
Pieces, by the Author of the 
‘ Rambler,’ ” unauthorized pub- 
lication of, i. 609 

“ Miscellany of Poems,” collected 
by Husbands, Johnson’s trans- 
lation of Pope's "Messiah” 
published in, i. 31 
Mitre Tavern, a favourite resort of 
Johnson, i. 306, 307, 323, 324 ; 
Boswell dines at, with Johnson, 
ii. 7 

“Modern Characters from Shak- 
speare,” ii. 223 

“ Midnight Conversation,” 

Hogarth’s, ii. 302 
“Monarch of Literature,” John- 
son called, i. 265 

Monasteries, reasons for entering, 
i. 279; unreasonableness of 
taking shelter in, i. 752, 753 
Monboddo, Lord, a Scotch judge, 

i. 443, 505, 540, 565, 600, 630. 
701,702; ii. 84, no, 112, 147, 
152, 153, 186, 492, 625 

Montacute, Lords, their seat at 
Cowdry, ii. 52^ 

Montague, Mr., i. 355 
, Mrs., i. 355, 453, 454, 489; 

ii. 212, 232, 366, 367, 37S, 440, 
449, 627 ; her “ Essay on Shak- 
speare,” i. 452, 453 

Montaigne, i. 607 ; his attachment 
to Paris, i. 480; his “ Essay on 
Vanity ” quoted, i. 480 
Montesquieu’s “ Lettres Per- 
sannes,” ii. 254 

“ Monthly Review, The,” i. 418 ; 
ii. 23 

Reviewers, the, their ability 

and views, i. 418 ; ii. 25 
Montrose, Duke of, shoots a 
highwayman, ii. 209, 210 ; 

alluded to, ii. 477, 478 

, antiquity of the House of, 

ii. 330 

Monuments in St. Paul’s, agita- 
tion for, i. 581 ; Johnson thinks 
Milton's should be the first, i. 

581 


to Johnson erected in St. 


Paul's and Licnneia v^aiacutiu*, 
ij- 757 

Monville, Mr., i. 710, 71 1 
Moody, Mr., the actor, i. 669, 
671, 672 

Moor, Dr., Greek Professor at 
Glasgow, ii, 50 

Moore, Mr., “ the fabulist," ii. 

367 

, Mr., i. 144 

“Moral Philosophy," Hutchin- 
son’s, ii. 40 

“ and Political Dialogues," 

by Dr. Hurd, ii. 549 
More, Dr. Plenry, i. 517 

, Miss Hannah, ii. 224, 467, 

470, 477, 627, 651 

, Sir Thomas, i. 219, 220 ; 

portrait of, at St. Cloud, i. 718 
IMoreton, Sir William, Recorder 
of London, ii. 473 
Morgagni, the anatomist, i. 429 
Morgann, Maurice, ii. 550, 551 
“ Morin, Dr., Translation of Fon- 
tenelle’s Panegyric on," by John- 
son, i. 102 

“Morning Chronicle, The," ii. 
516 

Morris, Corbyn, ii. 474 

, Miss, Johnson’s last words 

spoken to, ii. 753 
“Mortimer," by John Wilkes, ii. 

63 

Moser, Mr., ii. 580 
“ Mother’s Catecliisni, The," in 
Gaelic, i^resentedby Johnson to 
the Bodleian Library, i. 618, 
623 

Motteux, M., of Paris, i. 719 
Mounsey, Dr. IMessenger, i. 436 
IMountjoy, Lord, dedication of 
adages to, i. 196 

Mountstuart, Lord, i. 403; ii.75, 
493; his Scotch Militia Bill, i. 
750 : lost, ii. 1 ; goes on an 
embassy to Turin, ii. 355 
“Mourning Bride, The," a 
tragedy, by Congreve, i. 297, 
45 L 452 

Mudge, Dr., i. 2S8 ; ii. _452, 592 

Rev. Zachai'iah, i. 288; ii. 

452 : his " Sermons,” ii. 469 
“Mulberry Tree, Shakspeare’s," 
allegorical ptnan on, by Lovi- 
boiid, i. 63 

Mulgrave, Lord, ii. 7 


by Johnson, i. 606 
Muller, Mr., of Woolwich 
Academy, i. 265 
Munro, Dr., ii. 614, 615, 616 
Murdoch, Dr., author of a Life 
of Thomson, ii, 99, 100, 117, 

Murphy, Arthur, i. 232, 270, 271, 
272, 285, 28S, 380, 449, 451, 
454 . 479. 4S6, 4^7, 598, 61 1, 
697 ; ii. 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 31, 
19S, 606, 625, 743 ; his Life 
of Johnson, i. 141, 299; his 
“ Orphan of China," i. 246 
Murphy’s “Gray’s Inn Journal," 
i. 232, 247, 271 

Murray, J., a bookseller, ii. 256 

, Mr. Attorney- Genera I, i. 

223 

, Solicitor-General for 

Scotland, ii. 7, 8, 9, ii, 12 
, R., i. 37 S 

“ Muse in Livery, The," by 
Thomas Warton, i. 761 
Musgrave, Dr. Samuel, author of 
“ Dissertations on the Grecian 
Mythology," ii. 275, 276, 277 

, Sir William, {. 104 

“ Musical Travels of Joel Coll- 
yer, The," Johnson ridiculed in, 
!. 236 

IMyddleton, Colonel, his tribute to 
Johnson, ii. 755 

Mylne, Mr., the architect, i. 267 
Mysargyrus, a dephaiw used 
in “ The Adventurer, " i. 183, 
185 


N 

“Namby-pamby rhymes," to 
please Mrs. Thrale, i. 127 
Nares, Rev. Robert, his imitation 
of Johnson’s style, ii. 729, 730 
Nash, Rev. Dr., his “ History of 
Worcestershire," i. 41 ; ii. 236, 
646 

Natural affection from parents to 
children, not the reverse, i. 462 

“ History of Iceland, Tiie,” 

Johnson quotes chapter of, ii. 
243. 244 

Negro slavery, Johnson’s argu- 
ment against, ii. 175, 176, JL77 


Nelson's “ Festivals and Fasts/' i* 
77T ; ii. 658 

Neni, Count, a Flemish noble- 
man, ii. 27 

NepoSj Cornelius, i. 61, 62 ; ii, 

^ 541 . 

Nevvbery, ,Mr,, the publisher, i. 

248, 263, 321 . ; 

Newcastle, Duke of, i. 163; ii. 
:- 440 '' ■ . 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, Johnson 
passes through, i. 605 
Newgate, Boswell witnesses the 
execution of fifteen men at, ii. 
671 ; prison burned down in the 
Gordon riots, ii. 370, 371; 
anecdote of the keeper of, ii. 


373, 374 

Newhall, Lord, epitaph on, ii. 


Nollekens, Mr., ii. 191 ; his bust 
of Johnson, ii. 755, 756 

, Mrs., ii. 189, X91 

“Nonjuror, The," a play by 
Cibber, i. 655 

Nores, Jason de, his comments on 
Horace, i. 759 

Norris, Mr., Johnson's first 
landlord in London, i. 65 
North, Dudley, ii. 450, 456 

Hon. Frederick, i. 368 

, Lord, i. 494, 505 ; ii. 125, 

193 ; Chancellor of Oxford Uni- 
versity, i. 663 

“ Northern Antiquities," trans- 
lated by Dr. Percy, ii. 238 
Northiiigton, Lord, Lord Lieuten- 
ant of Ireland, ii. 557, 580 
Northumberland, Duke of, i. 436, 


New haven. Lord, ii. 351, 352 
Newport school, Shropshire, i. 
21, 87 

New Testament (Er.se) presented 
by Johnson to the Bodleian 
Library, i. 618, 623 
Newton, Dr. Thomas, Bishop of 
Bristol, ii. 635, 636 
' — -, Sir Isaac, i. 226, 347; ii. 
251, 502,574; his “Arguments 
in Proof of a Deity ’’ reviewed 
by Johnson, i. 232 
Nichols, Dr., physician to the 
King, i. 63o; ii. 144 ; his “ De 
Anim^ Medicd," ii. 144 
— John, i, 47, 52, 53, 61, 64, 
79. 91, 92 ; ii. 435, 479, 526, 596, 
606, 721, 745 ; Johnson’s letters 
to, ii. 709, 723 

, Mr., the printer, ii. 415, 

665 ; Johnson’s letters to, ii. 

415 

Nicol, George, the King's book- 
seller, ii. 603 ; Johnson's letter 
to, ii. 705 

Nicolaida, a learned Greek, i. 
699 

“ Night Thoughts, ' Young’s, 1. 
156, 458; ii. 436, 437, 486, 
487 

Ninth Commandment, the, John- 
sonshows Gar rick how it should 
be emphasized, i. 119 
Noble, Mr., ii. 588 
Nodet, Abb6, his “ Lectures on 
i^t^xperimental Philosophy," i. 63 


490 

, Elizabeth, Duchess of, i. 

667 ; ii. 236 

House, fire at, ii. 364 

, reindeer introduced into, i. 

522 

“Norton Folgate," old ballad, i. 

, Sir Fletcher, i. 454, 783 

Norway, the noble prospects in, 
i. 326 ; affection of its people 
for, i. 463, 464 

Nourse, Mr., a bookseller, cancels 
a remark in Goldsmith's “Ani- 
mated Nature," ii. ii 
“Nouveau Dictionnaire Histo- 
rique," ii. 401 

Nowell, Rev. Dr., principal of St* 
Mary Hall, Oxford, ii. 644, 

645 

Noyon, city and cathedral, 1. 721 
“ Nugos Antiqum," ii. 541, 755 
Nugent, Dr., i. 396, 5S2 ; one of 
the original members of the 
Literary Club, i. 367 

O 

Oats, Johnson’s definition of, i. 
223 ; ii, 239, 532 ; used as food 
by the people of Lichfield, i. 
775 

“ Observations on Insanity," by 
Dr. Thomas Arnold, ii, 155 

“ on Spenser’s "Fairy 

Queen,’ " by Thomas Warton, 
i. 198 ; Ii. 391 



‘'Observations on ovvui, 

ii. 217 compared with Johnson's, 1. 77, 

< on the Present State 78 ; his bombastic ode on Ben 

of Affairs,” by Johnson, i. Jonson, i. 559 

231 ^ Oldmixoii, John, i. 223 

* on the Statutes,” by Dailies Oldys, William, i. 3, 103, 124 

Barrington, ii. 272 Oliver, Dame, Johnson’s school- 

‘ __ — on the Treaties with mistress at Lichfield, i. 16 


Russia and Blesse Cassel,” by 
Johnson, i. 231 

O’Connor, Charles, his “ Disser- 
tations on the History of Ire- 
land,” i. 241 ; alluded to, ii. 95 ; 
J ohnson’s letters to, i-241, 242 ; 
95 

Ode on Peace,” by Helen Maria 
\¥illiams, ii. 632 

“ on St. Cecilia’s Day,” 

Dry den’s, ii, 29 

“ a burlesque, 

by Bonnell Thornton, i. 321 
“ — — on Solitude,” Grainger’s, 
quoted, ii. 172 

on the Progress of Poesy,” 

Gray’s, quoted, i. 387 

on Winter,” by Johnson, i. 

129 

‘ ‘ to Friendship, ” by Johnson, 

i. no, III, 406 

to the Warlike Genius of 

Britain,” submitted to and 
criticized by Johnson, ii. 322 
“ Odes to Obscurity and Obli- 
vion,” by Colnian, i. 666 
Offely, Mr., attends Johnson’s 
school at Edial, i. 59 
Ogden, Rev. Dr., ii. 216, 490; 
his "Sermons on Prayers,” ii. 
216 

Ogilvie, Rev. Dr. John, i. 322, 324, 
326; his "Day of Judgment,” 
i. 324 

Oglethorpe, General, his char- 
acter, i. 84 ; gives his support 
to Johnson’s " London," i. 84 ; 
insulted by the Prince of Wir- 
temberg, i. 532, 533 ; Ins account 
of the siege of Belgrade, i. 533 ; 
alluded to, i. 531, 535, 564, 
576, 611, 677, 678; ii. a., 39, 
43, 243, 246, 247, 4S0, 533, 
534 

Old Bailey, Baretti s trial at, i. 
45S ; Dr, Dodd’s trial at, ii. 126, 
128 

Oldfield, Dr. , ii, 43, 44 


"Olla Podrida,” a collection of 
essays, ii. 760 

Omai, a native of the South Sea 
Islands, ii. 7 

Onslow, Mr. Speaker, i. 135 
Opie, Mr., his portrait of Johnson, 
ii. 756 

Orchard, Dr. Madden's descrip- 
tion of a good one, ii. 561 
" Origin and Progress of Lan- 
guage,'' i. 540 
Orme, Captain, ii. 460 

, Mr., the historian, i. 681 ; 

ii, 248 ; commends Johnson’s 
"Journey to the Western Is- 
lands of Scotland,” i, 638 
"Orphan of China," a play, by- 
Murphy, i. 246 

Orrery, Earl of, i. 177, 187 ; ii. 
20S, 209, 217, 272, 417, 536 ; his 
letter to Dr. Birch, i. 132 
Osborn, Mr., a printer, of Birming- 
ham, i. 49 

Osborne, Francis, i. 543 

, Thomas, the bookseller, i. 

105, no : ii. 139, 29S ; John.son. 
beats him, i. 106 

Osborne's " Harleian Catalogue," 

3 

Oseney, ruined abbey at, visited 
by Johnson, i. 20X 
Ossian, Poems of, controversy- on, 
i. 302, 486,630, 634, 6n, 63:;, 
636, 637, 639, 640, 645, 6^3, 647, 
64S, 653, 674; ii. 38, 507, 543, 
604, 605 

Ossory, Lord, i. 368 
Otaheite, people of, would laugli 
at method of preparing bread, 
i. 590, 591 ; condition of the 
people of, ii- 655 

"Othello,” the morals of, ii. 31 ; 

quoted, ii. 301 
Otway, T. , ii, 402 
“ Overbury, Sir Thomas,” a 
tragedy, by Savage, ii. 98 

^ his poem quoted, 

i, 444, 445 


Ovid, i. 235, 535; his “Meta- 
morphoses,” i. 39, 61, 404; his 
epistles, ii. 16 

Owsley, Newdigate, ii. 654 

Oxford, Earl of, catalogue of his 
library, i. 105 

University, Johnson enters 

at, i. 29, 30 ; his course of read- 
ing at, i. 37, 38 ; compelled to 
leave by poverty, i. 42 ; Johnson 
consults libraries there, i. 198 ; 
confers degree of M. A. on John- 
son, i. 207, 208, 209, 210, 21 1 ; 
makes him Doctor of Laws, i. 
662, 663, 664 ; Clarendon be- 
quest to, i. 742, 743 ; manage- 
ment of the Clarendon Press at, 
i. 743, 744, 745, 757; want of 
funds at, ii. ii ; visited by John- 
son, i. 198, 265, 405, 423, 439, 
756; ii. 502, 634, 635, 715; 
alluded to, i. 199, 200, 201, 202, 
203, 415, 607 


P 

Palais Bourbon, visited by John- 
son, i. 713 

Marchand, Paris, i. 712, 713 

Royal, i. 712 ; collection of 

pictures at, i. 712 

Paley’s “Moral Philosophy,” i. 

. 479 

Palmer, Rev. John, his answer to 
Dr. Priestly, ii. 254 

, Rev. Thomas Fysche, ii. 

491, 492; his conviction for 
sedition, ii. 492 

Palmerston, Henry, Lord, i. 265, 
368 ; ii. 585, 669 

Pamphlet, what constitutes a, ii. 
276 

Panckoucke, the bookseller, of 
Paris, i. 216 

Pantheon, the, visited by Johnson, 
i.523,524 

Panting, Dr., Master of Pembroke 
College, i. 39 

Paoli, General of the Corsicans, i. 
434. 449. 520, S4I, 566, 567, 569. 
601, 724 ; ii. 27, 28, 39, 86, 136, 
240, 241, 243, 246, 280, 282, 286, 
338, 471, 669, 672, 673, 674 ; his 
palace at Gorte, i. 385; his de- 
feat and escape to England, i. 


442 ; introduced to Johnson, i. 
448 ; visits Warley Camp, ii. 

319 

Papists, and the use of the Bible 
by the laity, i. 407 
— — , Irish, their persecution, and 
Johnson’s sympathy for, i. 481 
Paradise, John, i. 33 ; ii. 333, 606, 
625, 704 ; Johnson’s letter to, 
ii. 704 

“ Lost,” ii. 651; Johnson's 

praise of, ii. 418 

, Peter, Consul at Salonica„ 

ii. 704 

Paris, Peace of, the King gives 
up the money obtained by, i. 
68o 

, visited by Bos\velI, i. 385 

, visited by Johnson, i. 706, 

707 ; his notes on, i. 709, 710, 
711, 712, 713, 716, 717, 718, 719, 
720 ; his observations on the 
people of, i. 722, 723 
Park, Mr., a publisher, ii. 541 
Parker, Sackville, the bookseller,, 
ii. 655 

Parliament, the question of the 
duration of, i. 443 
“Parliamentary Debates” in 
“Gentleman’s Magazine,” by 
Johnson, i. 75, 76, 95, 102, 105,, 
109 ; ii. 746 ; by Guthrie, i. 75,, 
76 

Journals first had recourse tO' 

by William Guthrie, i. 76 
Parnell, Dr., Goldsmith’s Life oC 
i. 521 ; his “Contentment,” ii. 
105 ; Johnson’s Life of, ii. 430,. 
431 ; alluded to, ii. 136, 137, 

193. 338 

Parr, Rev. Dr., ii. 397, 398, 591,, 
757 1 requested to write John- 
son's epitaph, ii. 757, 758 
Parsloe’s, St. James’s Street,, 
Literary Club meets at, i. 367 
Partney, seat of Peregrine Langton 
at. i. 397 

Paterson, Mr., a painter, ii. 74,, 
580, 621 

, Samuel, i. 52S ; ii. 74, 580, 

621 ; his “ Coriat Junior, " i. 528 

V. Alexander, i. 696 

“Patriot, The,” a political pam- 
phlet, by Johnson, 1. 624, 626, 
652 


” a tragedy, by Joseph 


: Simpson, falsely ascribed to 
Johnson, li. 22 

Patrick, Dr. Simon, i. 465; his 
commentary on the Old 7 esta- 
raent, ii. 44 
Patten, Dr., ii. 527 
Paul, Father, Johnson’s Life of, 
i. 94 

"Paulo Purganti and his Wife,” 
by Matthew Prior, ii. 16S 
Payne, Mr., the original publisher 
of "The RamblfcT,” i._ 154, 
177 ; publishes " The Universal 
Chronicle,” i. 248 

William, his "Introduction 

to the Game of Draughts,” i. 
238 

Pearce, Dr. Zacliary, Bishop of 
Rochester, i. 90, 222 ; ii. 95 ; 
Johnson writes dedication to his 
Life, ii. 96 

Pearson, Bishop, i. 304 
, Rev. Mr., of Lichfield, i. 


237, 23a, 240, 24X, i54-. “/O* *-/.?• 

■ 315, 361, 364, 379.4^9. 740 l 
letter to Boswell, 1 . 40 ; joriii- 
son visits him at Easton Mamh;, 
i. 373, 374 ; his descent from the 
ancient house of Percy, ii. 236 ; 
Boswell’s letter to, ii. 2.13 
Percy, Earl, ii. 125, 240, 241, 243 
Percy’s " Reliqiies of Ancieii: 

English Poetry,” i. 455 h- ^54 
Perkins, Mr., manager of llirahe’s 
brewery, i. 624, 625-; ii. 4=^5, 
458, 740 ; Johnson’s letters to, 

i. 624; 11. 485, 519, 610, 702 
, Mrs,, ii, 610, 703 

Perth, Duke of, Chancellor ot 
Scotland, ii. 199 

Peterborough, Charles, Earl of, 

ii. 674, 675 

Peters, IMr., Dr. Taylor’s servant, 
i. 7S4 

Pether, an engraver, n. 16 
Petrarch, i, 28, 718 


782; ii. 509. 5S6, 608, 733 
Pegler, Mrs., i. 121 
Pelham, Right Plon. Henry, Gar- 
rick's ode on his death, i. 198 
Pellet, Dr., ii. 303 
Pembroke College, O.x:ford, John- 
son enters at, i. 30 ; his apart- 
ment in, i. 39 ; his pleasure in 
the number of poets educated 
there, i. 4.1 ; compelled to leave 
by poverty, i. 42 ; alluded to, i. 
31, 40, 48, 49, 199, 209, 210, 
757 ; ii- 263, 635, 636 

, Henry, Earl of, i. 659, 694 ; 

ii. los 

Penmanmaur visited by Johnson, 

i. 623 

Penn, Governor Richard, ii. 377 
Pennant, i. 675 ; ii. in, 236, 237, 
238, 239, 241, 242 ; his " Synop- 
sis of Quadrupeds,” i. 721 ; his 
" London ” quoted, ii. 239 
Pension, Johnson's definition of a, 

' i- 223 

Pepys, Dr,, ii. 5S2 

Sir Lucas, ii. 440, 457, 532 
— — William Weller, master in 
Chancery, ii. 369 
Perceforest, ii. 23S 
Percy, Dr., , Bishop of Drornore, 

j. 20, 21, 40, 97, 136, 368, 370, 
373. 435. 436. 437. 494. '$01, 633, 
766, 767; ii., 192, 224. 235, 236. 


Petty, Sir William, ii. 388 
Peyton, .Mr.,. Johnson’s iuuarui* 
ensis, i. 133, 512; John.-o!: . 
kindness to, i. 134 
Phmdrus, i. 62 
Pheasant, Mrs., i. 121 
1 ‘hilidor, Monsieur, ii. 324 
" F’hilip of Macedon,” a tragedy., 
by David Lewis, ii. 654 

" II., History of,” by Mr. 

Watson, ii. 86 

Philips. Air., a singer, fiitlier of 
Mrs. Crouch, ii. 5S0 
Phillips, the musician, )hn>rfrd.-t 
epitaph on, i. 100, icu, 41^^; 
Dr. Wilke.s's epitapfi on, i, ioi 

, Ambrose, the fsoci, 

469; ii. 369 ; Johnson's Life o:, 
i. 239; ii. 415, 432 

, Lady, i. 355 

" Philological Inquines,” by jmaes 
Harris, ii. 98 

Idiilosophers, ancient, their cs.n- 
dour and good-humour, ii. 8 
" Philosophical Survey of t\< 
South of Ireland,' by Di 
'riiomas Gampbell, i. 

" Transactions.” jolm-ued 

arrangement of, comniended :•> 
the King, i. 418 

" Picture, The,” a play, by Ph.Iy 
Massinger, ii. 351 
Pierese, i. 693 


Pig, the learned, ii, 712, 713 
“Pilgrim’s Progress," Bunyan’s, 
praised by Johnson, i. 581 
Pindar, ii. 59, 324, 432 
Pink, Dr., i. 

Pinkerton, Mr., ii. 672 
Piozzi, Mr., ii. 679, 680 

, Mrs. Mrs. Thrale 

Pitt, Right Plon. William, ii. 613, 
616, 642 

Pitts, John, rector of Great Brick- 
hilj, Bucks, ii. 542 
“Plain Dealer, The,” i. 108, 124 
“ Plan for the Improvement of the 
English Language,” by Swift, 

i. 654 

, or Prospectus, for the Dic- 
tionary issued by Johnson, i. 
129, 130 ; addressed to Lord 
Chesterfield, i. 130, 131, 132, 
517 ; alluded to, i. 132 
Pianta, Mr., i. 719 
Plato, i. 718 

Pla-xton, Rev. George, chaplain 
to Lord Gower, i. 10 
Players, Johnson's prejudice 
against, i. 117, 118; his opinion 
of French, i. 723 

“Pleasures of the Imagination,” 
Akenside’s, fraudulently pub- 
lished by Rolt, i. 274; alluded 
to, i. 519 

Plott's ‘ ‘ History of Staifordshire," 

ii. 164 

Plutarch, i. 6 ; ii. 232 
Plowden, ii. 657 

Plymouth, Johnson’s visit to, i. 
288, 289, 290 

Pococke, Dr. Richard, Bishop of 
Ossory, ii. 233, 234 

, Edward, the Orientalist, ii. 

233, 408 

Pococke’s “Travels,"!. 674 
“ Poetical Calendar, The,” John- 
son furnishes character of 
Collins to, i. 293 

“ Epistle to Samuel John- 

son,” by Murphy, i. 270 
“ ' — — Review of the Literary and 
Moral Character of Dr. John- 
son,” by John Courtenay, i. 32, 
129, 161, 162, 237, 262, 368, 654 
Poetry, incapable of translation, 
n. 2S ■ 

Poets’ Corner, visited by Johnson 
and Goldsmith, i.: 380 


"Polite Philosopher, The,” by 
Colonel Forrester, ii. 17 
Politian, proposals for printing the 
Latin poems of, i. 52 
“Political Conferences,” by 
Thomas Tyers, ii. 268 
‘ ‘ — — Survey of Great Britain, 
A,” by Dr. John Cami^bell, i. 
762 

— Tracts, by the Author of 
the ‘Rambler,’” collected 
edition of, i. 651, 757 
Pomfret’s poems, ii. 321 
“Pomposo,” caricature of John- 
son under the name of, i. 31 1 
Poor better provided for in Eng- 
land than in other countries, i. 
489 

Pope, Alexander, i. 31, 83, 92, 97, 
98, 109, 120, 130, 163, 181, 200, 
227, 230, 251, 343, 3S7, 416, 5r4, 
521. 535- SSt, 665, 678, 6S3, 712 ; 

58, 7$, 174, 207, 268, 281, 
288, 300, 337, 346, 347, 348, 362, 

392, 393. 417. 425. 426, 427* 472, 

630, 653, 654; his “Messiah” 
translated into Latin verse by 
Johnson, i. 31; his “1738,” a 
satire, i. 83 ; his opinion of 
Johnson’s “London,” i. 84; 
recommends Johnson to Eaii 
Gower, i. 86, 87; his “ Essay on 
Man,” i. 93 ; his note on John- 
son's “London" and “ Mar- 
mor Norfolciense,” i. 97, 98 
his “Verses on the Grotto," a 
Latin translation of, by John- 
son, i. no ; Joseph Warton’s 
“Essay on the Genius and 
Writings of," i. 229, 343, 521 ; 
ii. 100, 200, 347 ; controversy 
between the friends of, and those 
of Bolingbroke, i. 248; com- 
pared with Dryden, i. 387, 451 ; 
his “Dunciad,” 2. 450; Ruff- 
head’s Life of, i. 521 ; his para- 
phrase of Ovid, i. c;34; his 
Homer, ii. 224 • Bosw'ell asks 
Lord Marchmont to furnish 
material for his life, ii. 297, 298, 
299'; his “ Universal Prayer ” 
criticized, ii. 300, 301 ; John- 
son’s Life of, ii. 423, 424, 425, 
426, 427, 428 

— — , Dr, Walter, his song, “ The 
Old Man’s Wish," ii. 400 


'‘ Pope’s Miscellanies, ’M. 493 
Port, a drink for men, ii. 329 
- — family, ii. 164 
Porter, Lucy, Johnson’s step- 
daughter, i.' 13, 55, 56, 64, 172, 
174, 176, 255, 264, 2S3, 292, 
■499. 773- 779 ; ii- 1^7. 339- 35^^* 

' 3^^- 559. 713. 732. 733. 743 I 
affection for Jolmson, i. 7S0 ; 
visited by Boswell, ii. 356 ; John- 
son’s letters to-, i. 256, 257, 253, 
432,707. 708; ii. 339, 462. 5cS, 
529. 5S5. 597.. 608, 612, 623, 
,,732 

, Mr., mercer, of Birmingham, 

i. 48, 56, ,176 

, NIr., the younger, ,i. 433. 

708, 773 ; ii- 462, 597 
- — Mrs., (afterwards Johnson’s 
wife), i. 48, 56 

, Mrs., the actress, ii. 595 

— — , Sir James, Amh.issador at 
Constantinople, ii. 347 
Porteous, Dr. Beilby, l-lisliop of 
London, ii. 243, 410, 452, 56*3 
Portland, Dowager ll>uciie£s of, 

ii. 368 

( Duke of, Chancellor of Ox- 
ford University, i. 218 
Portmore, Earl of, ii. 620; John- 
son's letter to, ii. 620 
Pott, Mr,, surgeon,, ii, 592 

, Rev.,, Arciideacon of St. 

Albans, i. 771 

Potter's ‘ Ldsschylus, ” ii. 224 
Practice of tlie law, Jolimsmi’s 
opinion, on the lionesty of, i. 
423, 424 ■ 

“Prayers and Med.itations," 
Johnson’s, i, r.{4. 172, 

175, 176, 250, 258, ■2&\ 207, 
.370, 37L 37<5, 377. 4^L 

473. S4L 603; n. 73, ar, 

384, 502, 510, 524. 710. 730. 
752; alluded to, i. 15, 42, _■<<, 
228, 230, 248, 249, 26 27 375, 

,376, 422, 43S, 473, 501, 540. 
596, 610, 684., 713; ii. 73, Mo, 
,92, 328, 413, 434, 4594 '■■50b, 

588, 71b 

— — for the dead, i. 4**6, 51S 
“Preceptor, i. 135 

Predestination, the iloctrine of, i, 
4^5 

“ Prtffaces, Biograpiiice.l and ‘ 
Critical, the must eminent of 


n. 321 

Prefaa s writtei: 1 y J 

94, ICO, 102, 105,- IOC 

126, 133. 135 '-23 '• 
•iRs* 553* Cs'J* ' 

Prendergast, n: ; 
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cLiims Liule 
PresL') teri d ns. J * -n ! i- 
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‘^ Project, The,” a poem, by Dr. 

Samuel Musgrave, ii. 275 
Prologues by Johnson: for the 
opening of Drury Lane Theatre 
by Garrick, i. 129 ; to “ Comus,” 

i. 166; to “A Word for the 
Wise," ii. 97, loi 

Pronunciation, how authorities 
differ, i. 517 

Prophecy of Famine,” a poem 
by Churchill, i. 320 
“Proposals," by Johnson, i. 52, 
89, 93, 105, 628 ; for Johnson’s 
edition of Shakspeare, i. 125, 
239 ; Churchill’s satire on, i. 
240 

“ Prosodia Rationalis,” by Mr. 
Steele, i, 659 

“ Provoked liusband, The," i. 
424 . 

“ Wife, The,” i. 182 

Psalmanazar, George, i. 275; ii. 
272, 547, 626 

Psalms, metrical translation of, 
quoted, ii. 4 ; Scotch version 
the best, ii. 4, 5 

“ Public Advertiser, The,” i. 226, 
422 

— — amusements keep people 
from vice, i. 524 

speaking no test of a man’s 

powers, i. 668 

<< Virtue,” a poem, by 

Dodsley, ii. 401 

Puffendorf, i. 514, 749 ; his “ In- 
troduction to History,” ii. 658 
Pulteney, Mr. , i. 104 ; ii. 209 
Puns, Johnson’s contempt for, i. 

5S3 

Purcell, the composer, i. 671 
Purgatory, the doctrine of, i. 465, 
466, 518 

Pym, John, i. 478 

Q 

“Quacks, The, or Love’s the 
Hiysician," by Owen M'Swin- 
ney, ii. 58 

Quakers, the, a woman preaches 
for, L 354 

Queensbury, Duke of, i. 691 
Quin, James, the actor, i. 691 ; 

ii. 100, 229 

Quintilian quoted, i. 146 ; ii. 


R ■ 

Rabelais, Johnson compared to, 
by Garrick, i. 575 ; alluded to, 

, ii. 223 

“ Race, The, by Mercurius Spur," 
a poem, by Cuthbert Shaw, i. 
412 

Rackstrow, Mr., Colonel of the 
Train Bands, ii. 663 
Radcliffe, Dr., Master of Pem- 
broke College, i. 200 
Radcliffe's travelling fellowships, 
ii. 642 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, i. 165 
Ralph, Mr. James, i. 119 ; ii. 

436 

Ramazzini, i. 185 ; account of, i. 
186 

“ Rambler, The," Johnson’s, first 
published, i. 144 ; how the dis- 
courses were written, i. 145 ; 
collectanea for, i. 146, 147, 148 ; 
Edinburgh edition of, published, 
i. 151 ; mock one by Thornton, 

i. 159 ; said to be translated 

into Russian, ii. 628 ; quoted, i. 
5 ; alluded to, i. 59, 63, 94, 103, 
149, ISO, 154, iss, 156, IS7, 

158, 164, 165, 167, 170, 175, 

178, 187, 214, 248, 270, 271, 

272. 3^4. 33L 333 j 424, S^L 

591, 607, 652, 733, 765 ; ii. 33, 

152, 354, 389, 429, 4<5 i , 463. 

565, 649, 668, 742, 756 
Ramsay, Allan, i. 566 ; ii. 217, 
218, 219, 286, 287, 238, 290, 

291, 330, 331, 337, 331^ 612 : 

Johnson’s regret at his death, ii. 
707 

Ranby, John, his ' ‘ Doubts on the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade," 

ii. 178 

Ranelagh, ii. 174 ; a place of 
innocent recreation, i. 479, 523 
Rank, its importance to society, 
i. 338, 342, 510 

Rann, John (Sixteen-string Jack), 
a highwayman, ii. 30 
Rare books in the King’s library 
at Paris, i. 717 ; in the Sorbonne, 
i. 717 ; in the library at St. 
Cloud, i. 718 ; at St. Germain, 
1 719 ; at the Benedictines 
library, i. 720 


Rasay; family of, i. '614, 641 ; ii. 

Ill ' 

■ , Isle of, visited by Johnson, 

i. 606 

Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia,” 
by Johnson, 1 34, 258, 260, 
261, 262, 331, 333 ; ii. 118, 274, 
308, 411, 649 ; its similarity to 
Voltaire’s “ Candide,” i. 259, 
260 ; American edition sent to 
Johnson, i. 557 
Rawlinson, Dr., ii. 526 
Ray, Miss, shot by Hackman, ii. 

331 

Ray’s collection of north-country 
words, i. 455 ; his account of 
British insects, i. 590; his 
“ Nomenclature,” i. 686 
Rebels never friends to the arts, i. 

569 

Reed, Isaac, of Staple Inn, i. 119, 
141, 582 ; ii. 416 

“ Reflections on the Study of the 
Law,” by Joseph Simpson, i. 
263 

“Rehearsal, The,” i. 523 ; ii. 664 
Reid’s original principles, i. 361 
Reindeer, project for introducing, 
into England, i. 521, 522 
Relationship, attachment ground- 
ed on, diminished by commerce, 

i. 529. 530 

Religious orders and convent life, 
i- 752. 753 

“ Remarks on the Militia Bill,” 
by Johnson, i. 231 
Rembrandt, picture by, at Lord 
Scarsdale’s, ii. 142 
“ Remonstrance, The,” a poem, 
by the Rev. Mr. Stockdale, i. 473 
Rennel, Major, i. 368 
Republicans wish to level down, 
not to level up to themselves, i. 
.342 . ■ ■ ■ ■ _ 

Residences in London, list of 
Johnson’s, ii. 350 
Resolution, one of the ships for 
Banks’s expedition, i. 506 
“ Respublica Himgarica,” i. 388 
“ Respublicse, The,” ii, 40 
“ Resurrection, The,” a poem, by 
Hugh Blair and Geoi'ge Banna- 
tine, its fraudulent publication, 

'■ 275 

“ Retirement, The,” a poem, by 
Walsh, quoted; i. 491, 492 


Review, literary, Johnson’s plan 
of a,- i; 213'"' 

Reviews, Johnson's, i. 232 
Rewley, near Oxford, ruined 
abbey at, visited by Johnson, i, 
201 ■ 

Reynolds, Miss, sister to Sir 
Joshua, i. 246, 274, 499 ; ii. 66, 
186, 212, 223, 256, 276, 277, 
336, 376, 741 ; her “ Essay on 
Taste,” ii. 500 ; her portrait of 
Johnson, ii. 756; Johnson’s 
letter to, ii. 500 

, Sir Joshua, i. 84, 97, 

98, 117, 145, 159, 162, 177, 
179, 194, 221, 225, 246, -259, 
278, 283, 292, 369, 370, 372, 
374. 396, 414. 418. 419. 449. 

452, 453. 470. 496, 575. 576. 

578, 579. 607, 631, 643, 675, 
686, 688, 689, 724, 725, 763, 
765; 'ii. 4, 31, 32. 52, 67, 
68, 79, 159, 168, 201, 217, 219, 
227, 230, 261, 265, 269, 270, 
275, 277, 278, 282, 284, 285, 

286, 287, 292, 293, 297, 303, 

315. 329. 333. 336. 337. 369. 

376; 390. 399. 405. 409. 412, 

431, 449, 452, 453, 461, 467, 

468, 469, 499, 500, 524, 525. 

540. 543. 545. 599. 631, 633, 

661, 666, 674, 675, 677, 678, 

679, 68r, 683, 741, 750, 757; his 
admiration of Johnson’s WTit- 
ings, i. 178; his contributions 
to “The Idler,” i. 248 ; con- 
sulted by Johnson as to accept- 
ing pension, i. 286; visits 

Devonshire with Johnson, i. 288, 
289 ; his portraits of Johnson, 
i. 299, 499; ii. 756; one of the 
founders of the Literary Ghib, 

i. 367; attends Mrs. Abington's 
benefit, i. 657 ; his residence at 
Leicester-fields, i.703 ; “round- 
robin ” to Johnson originates at 
his house, ii. 67, 68 ; his “ Dis- 
courses to the Royal Academy,” 

ii. 320, 321; his illness and 
recovery, ii. 526,* Johnson ad- 
mires his treatment of aft in his 
“Discourses,” ii. 664, 665; 
joins in endeavour to get John- 
son’s pension increased, ii. 670, 
677, 678, 679, 686, 687 ; Johnsori 
thanks him for his exertions, 


ii. 707 ; appointed one of John- Rochester, Earl of> his verses upon 
Son’s executors, ii. 740 ; John- Flatman, ii. 23; his poems, ii. 
son’s letters to, i. 373, 499, 502 ; 168 

ii. 66, 74, 459, 499, 526, 557, Rochford, Earl of, i. 238 
575. 5^0. ^*^5. ^^7» 7 ^^’ 7^7 Rochfort, speech on an address to 

“Rhetoric and Belles Lettres, the Throne after the expedition 


Lectures on,” by Dr. Hugh 
Blair, ii. 151 

Rheumatism, recipe for, i. 685, 
686 

Rhyme, its supei'iority to blank 
verse in English poetry, i. 327 
Rich, the actor, ii. 226 
Richardson, Jonathan, son of the 
painter, i. 84, 97 

— j Samuel, i. 99, 100, 135, 1S7, 
1S8, 245. 455, 485 ; ii. 161, 272, 
389, 409 ; his contribution to 
“The Rambler,” i. 145; be- 
comes surety for Johnson, i. 
229; his death, i. 283, 292 ; his 
characters compared with Field- 
ing's, i. 4^4. 425. 527 
Ridley, Mr., a bookseller, ii. 281 
Ritter, Joseph, Boswell’s Bohe- 
mian servant, i. 464, 728 
Rivers, Earl, his intrigue with 
Lady Macclesfield, i. 120, 121, 
122" 

Rivington, Mr., a bookseller, !. 
90; ii. 591 

Roberts, Miss, i. 252, 330 

Mr., publishes Johnson’s 
“ Life of Savage,” i. 116 
Robertson, Mr., publisher of 
“The Caledonian Mercury,” ii. 
495, 496.497 

, Rev. Dr. William, the 

historian, i. 231, 410, 427, 428, 
435. 43S. 576, 579. 580, 609, 
613 ; ii. 243, 286, 287, 288, 289, 
290, 304, 348, 454, 728 ; his 
“ History of Scotland,” i. 428 ; 
his style founded on that of 
Johnson, ii. 152, 153, 728 ; his 
“ History of America,” ii. 234 
Robin Hood Debating Society, ii. 

464, 465, 466, 467 
“Robinson Crusoe,” Defoe’s, ii. 
232;'' \ , 

, Sir Thomas, i. 332, 489 

Rochefoucourt, the reflections of, 
i, 178 

Rochester Free School, i. 63 

, Johnson visits, ii. 403, 585, 

586 


to, i. 241 

Rockingham, Lord, i. 533 
“ Roderick Random, ” i. 265 
Rodney, Admiral Sir George, i. 

719 ’ 

Rogers, Rev. Mr,, of Berkley, 
near Frome, ii. 741 
Rollin's “Ancient History,” ii. 
658 

Roll, Richard, i. 673 ; his “ Dic- 
tionary of Trade and Com- 
merce,” i. 274, 673 ; fraudulently 
publishes Akenside’s ‘ ‘Pleasures 
of the Imagination,” i, 274 
Roman Catholic religion, i. 464, 
465, 466, 509 ; ii. 13 
Romances, Johnson’s fondness for 
reading, as a boy, i. 20 
Romney, the painter, ii. 34 
Roper’s “ History of Sir Thomas 
More,” i. 220 

Roscommon, Johnson’s Life of, i. 

135 

Rose, Dr,, of Chiswick, i. iS ; ii. 
531 

Ross, Dr. John, Bishop of Exeter, 
ii. 625, 626 

Rothes, John, Earl of, i. 504 

, Lady (wife of Ben net Lang- 

ton), i. 494, 500, 504; ii. 499, 
512, 620, 702 

Rothwell, Mr., a perfumer, i. 

421 

Round-robin on Goldsmith’s 
epitaph, facing ii. 69; alluded 
to, ii. 66, 67, 68 

Rousseau, Jean . Jacques, i. 391, 
392, 443 ; ii. 638 ; his treatise on 
the inequality of mankind, i. 
335. 336, 337 ; Boswell dines 
with, ,i. 562 

Rowe, Mrs., i. 234, 235 
Rowe’s “ Tamerlane,” i. 140 
Rowley’s Poetry , Johnson enquires 
into its authenticity, ii. 38 ; 
alluded to, ii. 507^ 508 
Royal Academy of Arts instituted, 
i. 438, 439 ; dinner at, i, 724 ; 
Sir Joshua Reynolds’s discourses 
to, ii. 320, 321, 664, 665 



Royal College of Physicians, Edin- 
burgh, ii. 199 
— Marriage Act, i. 510 
------ Society, i. 104, 583 ; Sir 

Joseph Banks, president of, ii. 
153,: 

- — Society of Edinburgh , Trans- 
actions of, ii. 406 
Rudd, Mrs. Margaret Caroline, ii. 
64, 286 

Ruddimaii, Thomas, the Scotch 
grammarian, i. 152, 400, 363 ; 
ii. '322:, 

Ruffhead’s “ Life of Pope,” i. 521 
Russel’s account of Aleppo, ii. 
534 

Russell, Lord, i. 558 ; ii. 239 
Russia, Catherine, Empress of, ii. 
119, 320, 321; said to have 
ordered “The Rambler” to be 
translated into Russian, ii. 628 
- — —.increase of population in, 
i. 462 

Rutland, Roger, Earl of, Lord 
Esse.x’s advice to, i. 330, 331 
Rutty, Dr. John, his “ Spiritual 
Diary and Soliloquies," ii. 150 
Ryckius, his notes to Tacitus, i, 
476 

Ryder, Hon. and Rev. Mr., 
rector of Lutterworth, i. 57 
Ryland, Mr., i. 177 ; ii. 690, 699 


S 

Sacheverel, Rev. Dr. Henry, 
preaches at Lichfield, i. 12, 13 
St. Albans, ii. 3 

St. Andrew’s, Holborn, Savage 
said to be registered at, i. 121 
St. Andrews University and town 
visited by Johnson, i. 606 
St Asaph visited by Johnson, i. 
623 

St. Basil, epistle of, ii. 401 
St.. Cloud, palace of, visited by 
Johnson, i. 718 

St. Denis, town and church of, i. 

' y2o 

St. Eustatia, Paris, girls catechised 
'-at,,!.; 719; ;■ 

St. Germain, library of, i. 719, 
720 

— . Benedictines of, John- 
son lodges with, i. 720 


St. Ignatius r Loyola, ;Life of, by 
Tursellinus, 1. 42 
“ St. James’s Chronicle, The,” i. 
178 ; ii. 76 , 

St. John’s Gate, Clerkenwell, i. 
72, 90,: 103, -531 ; “Gentleman’s 
Magazine” originally printed 
at, i. 72 

St, Kilda,: Macaulay’s account of, 
i. 426, 508; peculiar epidemic 
at, i. 426, 427 ; Boswell talks of 
buying, i. 507 
St. Luke’s Hospital, ii. 563 
St. Paul and the assurance of 
pardon, ii. 489 

St. Paul’s Cathedral, agitation for 
monuments in, i. 581 ; John- 
son’s monument erected in, ii. 
757 

St. Roque’s Church, Paris, i, 710 
St. Sepulchre, ladies’ charity 
school in, ii. 599 

Sailors, wretchedness of the life 
of. i- 754 . 

Salamanca, University of, its 
opinion against Spanish en- 
croachment, i. 347 
Sallust, his account of Catiline, i. 

7 ; alluded to, i. 447 ; ii. 552 
Salusbury, Mrs. (.Mrs. Thrale’s 
mother), i. 603 ; ii. 292 
Sanadon, ii. 61 

Sanderson, Bishop, i. 160, 465 ; 
ii. 742, 744 

Professor, i. 63, 541 

Sands, Murray, and Cochran, 
of Edinburgh, print edition of 
“ The Rambler,” i. 151 
Sandys's “View of the State of 
Religion,” i. 160; his “Travels,” 
ii. 658 

Sans-terre, the French brewer, 
afterwards a leader in the Revo- 
lution, i, 717 

Sappho, a passage in Ovid relating 
to, explained, i. 533. 534 
Saipi, Father Paul, his “ Plistory 
of the Council of Trent,” i. 67, 

90, 92 

Sastres, Mr., the Italian master, ii, 

17. 434. 741 ^ , 

Satires, J ohnson and Oldham s, 
compared, i. 77, 78 
Sault, ii. 556 

Savage, fehard, i. 83, 1x5, 1 19, 

122 4 ii, 428 ; his character, i. 


II3, 1^41 his indigence, i. 114, 
1 15 ; his intimacy with Johnson, 
i. 114, 115, 117 ; his supposed 
parentage, i. 120, 121 ; baptised 
at St. Andrew’s, Holborn, i. 
121 ; patronized by Lord Tyr- 
connel, i. 123 ; their quarrel, i. 
123 ; his trial for murder and 
pardon, i. 123; his “ Sir Thomas 
Overbnry,” ii. 98; his “ Mis- 
cellanies,” ii. 573; his “Wan- 
derer,” ii. 637 ; Johnson’s Life 
of, i. 83, 107, 108, 113, 114, 
115, 116, 117, 119, 122, 123, 
124 ; ii; 98 

Savages always cruel, i. 334 ; their 
inability to tell anything, ii. 37 

Savile, Sir George, his house 
gutted in the Gordon riots, ii. 
370 

Scaliger’s “ Poetics, ’ i. 32 ; alluded 
to, i. 458 

Scarsdale, Lord, his seat visited 
by Johnson, ii. 14T, 142, 143 

“ Scheme for the Classes of a 
Grammar School,” Johnson’s,!. 
61, 62 

of life for Sunday, John- 
son’s, i. 228 

Schomberg, Mr., a Jewish physi- 
cian, i. 777 

Schoolmasters, action as to right 
of chastisement by, i. 503, 505, 
5^3. 514. 535 > 536, 537; case 
decided in the House of Lords, 

i. 538 

Schools, great, advantages and 
disadvantages of education in, 

ii. 9, 10 

— -, Scotch, and critical skill in 
languages, i, 525 

Schotanus, ancient Frisick laws 
preserved by, i. 365, 366 

Scotch lairds, the dignity of, i. 313 

- Militia Bill, Johnson’s opinion 

on, i. 750,- lost, ii. i 

- pronunciation, i. 515 

Scotchman, the noblest prospect 
seen by a, i. 326 

Scotland and the Scotch, John- 
son’s prejudice against and don- 
■mots on, i. 300, 326, 427, 446, 
481, 482, 505, 579, 583, 584, 

- 680 ; ii. 62, 63 

— —, cabbages introduced into, by 
Cronwell’s soldiers, i* 767 . . . 


Scotland, Church of, doctrine of, 
same as in Church of England, 

i. 464 ; patronage in, i. 507, 508, 
584, 585, 5S6, 587, 588; “ Book 
of Discipline ” of, i. 526 ; holy 
days not observed by, i. 771 

, Episcopal Church of, liturgy 

framed for, i. 518 ; its succes- 
sion of bishops, ii. 322 

, poverty of, made a subject 

of raillery by Johnson and 
Wilkes, ii, 472 

, Robertson’s history of, i. 

428 

“Scots Magazine, The,” i. 72 
Scott, Archibald, i, 76 
, Dr. William, ii. 371 ; ap- 
pointed one of Johnson’s execu- 
tors, ii. 740, 741 

, George Lewis, F.R.S., ii. 

100 

, John, of Amvvell, i. 668 ; his 

“ Elegies,” i. 678 

— — , Mr., Fellow of University 
College, Oxford, i. 756 

, Sir William, Advocate- 

General, i. 353, 368, 467, 497 ; 

ii. 228, 229, 230, 231, 232, 234, 
268, 548, 684 

Scrimshaw, Charles, a relative of 
Johnson, ii. 739 

Scriptures, the Holy, Johnson’s 
letters on translating them into 
Gaelic, i. 407, 408, 409, 410 
Scriveners’ Company, ii. 16 
Scuderi, Mdlle. de, i. 185 
“Seasons, The,” Thomson’s, i. 
691 ; ii. 99, 100 

Seeker, Archbishop, i. 8 ; ii. 409 
Second-sight, authenticated in- 
stances required, i. 508 
“ Secret History of 'V’anella, The,” 
i. 139 

Sedley, Catherine, mistress to 
James II, , i. 139 
Seed's sermons, ii. 215 
Segned, Emperor of Abyssinia, i 
50 

Selden, i. 514 ; ii. 405 
“Senate of Lilliput,"’ The,” title 
for Parliamentary debates in 
“ Gentleman’s Magazine,” i. 75 
‘ ‘ Sentimental Journey, ” Sterne’s, 
i. 528 ; ii. 412 

“ Serious Call to a Holy Life,” by 
William Law, i. 36, 483 


Settle, Elkanah, the City poet, ii. 
61,62 

Seven Provinces, the, Boswell 
asked to enquire how the poor 
are maintained in, i. 365 

‘ ‘ ^738," satire by Pope, i. 83 

S6vign€', Madame de, her sensi- 
bility at the prevalence of 
misery, ii. 40 

Sevres, china manufactory at, i. 
715, 718 

Seward, Miss Anna, the poetess, 
i. 14, 55, 778; ii. 211 , 248, 249, 
253, 254, 257, 258, 356, 653, 
712; Johnson pays high com- 
pliment to, ii. 673 
— , Rev. Mr., Prebendary of 
Lichfield, i. 44, 280, 644, 778, 
782 ; ii. 134, 146, 147, T55, 169, 
327. 35^* 420, 50^. 54L 547. 
554, 571, 572 

William, ILR.vS., editor of 
“ Anecdotes of Distinguished 
Persons,” ii. 105, no 

Shaftesbury, Earl of, Johnson 
writes dedication for his works, 
i- 356 

Shakspeare, i. 18, 125, 126, 129, 
162, 27s, 451, 452. 453. 455. 
458, 474, 765, 776 ; 11. 59, 229, 
251, 271, 330, 390, 393, 398, 
400, 406, 447, 467, 472, 595, 
637, 738 ; Johnson’s early read- 
ing of, i. 38; “Miscellaneous 
Observations on the Tragedy of 
‘ Macbeth,’ ” 1.1125; Mharburton’s 
edition of, i. 125 ; ii. 423 ; John- 
son issues Proposals for- a 
new edition of, i. 125, 239 ; 
Churchill’s satire on, i. 240; 
jubilee at Stratford-on-Avon, i. 
439, 440 ; Johnson’s edition of, 
i. 241, 242, 243, 246, 252, 263, 
269, 283, 381, 382, 383, 384, 553, 
554 ; ii. 41, 42, 116 ; virulently 
attacked by Dr. Kenrick, i. 382 ; 
new edition of, prepared witli 
the assistance of Steevens, i. 474, 
475, 612 ; his mulberry tree cut 
down,i. 781 ; Steevens’s edition 
of, ii. 116 : his description of a 
man and Milton’s compared, ii. 
448, 449 

‘ ‘ — — Illustrated, ’ by M rs . 
Lennox, !: 187 ; ii. 393 

Sharp, Rev. Dr. John, i. 374 
VOL. II. 


Sharpe, :Mr., his opinion on 
cataract, L 272 

Rev. Dr, Gregory, i. 489 
Sharpe’s ‘- Letters on Italy,” ii. 41 
Shaw, Cuthbert, his whimsical 
poem, i. 41 1, 412 

, Dr., the traveller, ii. 48a 

- — Mr,, i. lot 

, Rev. Mr., his Erse Grammar, 

ii. 88, 89; the proposals for, 
written by Johnson, ii. 89, 90 ; 
desires to be made regimental 
chaplain, ii. 186; alluded to, ii. 
604 

Shebbeare, Dr. , author of “ Letters 
on the English Nation,” ii. 480, 
481, 570 

Sheffield, John, Duke of Bucking- 
hamshire, Johnson's Life of, ii. 
416 

Shenstone, W., i. 41, 764, 765; 
ii. 579 ; his lines on an inn, i. 
765 

Sheridan, Charles, his “Account 
of the late Revolution in 
Sweden,” ii. 248 

— Mrs. (wife of Thomas), i. 
273. 297: her “Memoirs of 
Miss Sydney Biddiilph,” i. 273, 
297, 298 

, Richard Brinsley, i. 368 ; ii. 

248 ; writes prologue to Savage’s 
“ Sir Thomas Overbury,” ii, 98 

, Thomas, i. 273, 285, 286, 

287, 295, 296, 297, 301, 346, 452, 
487. 515. 598, 599. 654. 655 ; ii. 
326, 438, 464, 532, 562, 571, 577, 
66r, 672 ; promises to introduce 
Boswell to Johnson, i. 295 ; his 
pension, i. 295 ; his “ Life of 
Swift,” i. 297, 654; his pro- 
nouncing Dictionary, i. 516, 
517 ; complains of ingratitude 
of Mr. Wedderburne, ii. i ; ex- 
ception made in his favour in 
an Irish Act of Parliament, ii. 
326,,. ■ . 

Sherlock, Bishop, ii. 215, 216; his 
“ Sermons,” ii. 658 

“ on Providence,” ii. 649 

Sherwin, Mn , an engraver, ii. 94 
“ She Stoops to Conquer,’' Gold- 
smith's comedy, i. 563, 565, 577 
Shiels, Robert, one of Johnson's 
amanuenses, i. 133; Johnson's 
kindness to, i. 134, 176 ; his 
2 E 





share in Cibber’s " Lives of the 
Poets,” i. 133, 134 ; ji. 23, 24, 
99, 139; aliiided to, ii. 29, 99 
Shipley, Dr. Jonathan, Kshop of 
St. Asaph, i. 367 ; ii. 217, 218, 
221, 222, 599 

“ Ship of Fools, The, ” by Barclay, 

i. 206 . 

Shuckford’s “ Connections,” ii. 

Siam, Louis XIV. sends embassy 
to, ii. 291 

Sibbald, Sir Robert, founder of 
the I^oyal College of Physicians, 
Edinburgh, ii. 199 
Siddons, Mrs., the actress, her 
visit to Johnson, ii. 594, 595, 

.596 

Sidney, Philip, ii. 115, 116 ; his 
Arcadia ” quoted, ii. 116 
“ Siege of Aleppo, The,” by Pro- 
fessor Hawkins, ii. 226 
Simco, John, ii. 756 
Simpson, Joseph, a barrister, his 
‘ ‘ Reflections on the Study of 
the Law,” i. 263; his tragedy 
of “ The Patriot,” ii. 22 ; John- 
son’s letter to, i, 263 
, Mr., of Lichfield, i. '44, 375 ; 

ii. 712 

, Mr., of Lincoln, i. 395 

, Rev. Air., ii. 310 

, Thomas, the mathematician , 

i. 267 

Sin, original, the doctrine of, e.^- 
amined by Johnson, ii. 490 
Sinclair, Sir John, ii. 503 
Sixteen-string Jack, a noted high- 
wayman, ii. 30 

Skeggs, Air., a musician, i. 321 
Skene, Sir John, ii. 358 
“ Sketches of the History of Alan,” 
by Lord Karnes, ii. 215, 294, 

305 

Sky, Isle of, i. 372 ; ii. 745 ; visited 
by Johnson, i. 606 
Slater, Mr., a druggist, ii. 56 
Slaughter's coffee-house, :ii. 397 
Slavery and Slave-trade, ii. 177, 
178 

Smalbroke, Dr., of the Commons, 
i. 89 

Smart, Christopher, i. 98,; 150, 
230, 673 ; his madness, i. 303, 

304 

^ publisher, i. 321,, 


Smart, Airs. , Johnson’s letter to, 
ii. 6 gy 

Smith , Captain , ii . 31 3 
— ^ — , Dr. Adam,; i. 38 ; ii. 102, 
287, 405, 546 ; a member of the 
Literary Club, i. 367 ; , his 
“ Wealth of Nations, ” i. 748 ; 
ii. 10 

, Edmund, Johnson’s life of, 

_ J. 44 

, John, i. 121 

, Lord Chief Baron, ii. 51S 

— — , Mr,, of Bishop Stortford, i. 
475.476 

.- , Rev. Mr., curate of Little 

Peatling, i. 57 

, Rev. Air.,. Vicar of Southiil, 

ii. 493, 672 

— , Richard, Lady Alaccles- 
field’s son said to be registered 
as, i. 121 

Smith’s Latin verses on Pococke, 
ii. 233 

Smollett, Tobias, i, 139, 265, 266 ; 
ii, 25, 206 

Snowden, visited by Johnson, i. 
623 

Society of Arts and Alanufactures, 
the, Johnson speaks at, i, 497; 
its objects, ii. 394 
for Encouragement of Learn- 
ing, i. 104 

for Propagating Christian 

Knowledge in Scotland, i. 618 
Socrates, i. 297 ; ii. 231, 455 
Soho, near Birmingham, Mr. 

Bolton’s works at, i. 771 
Solander, Dr., i. 502, 506 
“ Soldier's Letter, The,” i. loS 
Soldiers, the respect paid to, ii. 

7. 8 

“Some further Particulars in 
relation to the Case of Admiral 
Byng,” by Johnson, i. 232 
“Somers, John, Lord, Life and 
Chai-acter of, ” i. 654 
Somerset case in “ State Trials, ” 
ii. 185 

Somerville, Lord, ii. 426 
“Bpmnium,” copy of vex-ses so 
called, by Johnson, i. 31 
Sorbonne, the, visited by John- 
son, i. 717 

South, Rev. Dr. , his ‘ ‘ Sermons on 
Pra3?er,” i. 465 ; alluded to, ii, 
215 ■ 


South Sea Report, i, 109 
Soutliill, Bedfordshire, Mr. Dilly’s 
seat at, ii. 342, 485 ; visited by 
Johnson, ii. 488 

Southwell, Hon. Edmund, ii. 383 
— — , Mr., i. 277 
— Thomas , secon cl Lord , i. 
177; ii. 328, 3S3, 536 

, Thomas George, third Lord, 

ii. 382 

■ , Viscountess, ii. 382, 383; 

Johnson’s letter to, ii. 382 
Spearing, Mr., attorney-at-lavv, i. 
86 „ 

“ Spectator, The,” i. 143, 146, 
15^'. 469. 543. 560, 693; ii. 26, 
36, 151, 202, 405, 406, 452, 463, 
698 

Spence, Rev. Joseph, i. 357, 358, 
450 ; ii. 392, 393, 439; his 
“Anecdotes,” ii. 439, 440; 

Johnson acknowledges obliga- 
tion to, ii. 440 
Spencer, Lord, i. 36S 
Spenser, Edmund, i. 198, 199, 
205, 208, 219 : ii. 747 
“'Spleen, The,” a poem, ii. 29, 

349 ' - ■ ■ 

“ Spiritual Diary and Soliloquies, 
A," by Dr, John Rutty, ii. 
150 

Spottiswoode, John, of Spottis- 
woode, ii. 282, 283, 286 
Sprat's “History of the Rcyval 
Society,” ii. 658 
Squires, Rev. Vir., i. 150 
Sfag- frigate, i. 266 
“ Stage, a complete Vindication of 
the Licensers of,” i. 95 
Stamp Act, Burke’s speeches 
against, i. 396 
Stanhope, Earl, i. 112 

, Philip (Lord Chesterfield’s 

son), i. 197 ; ii. 674 
Stanton, Mr,, manager for a 
company of players at Lichfield, 
i, 775. 776 ' ■' 

Stanyan, 'Femple, ii, 308 
“State Trials, The,” i. loS ; ii. 
185 

Statius, i. 183, 185 
Statuary compared with painting 
and writing, i. 755, 756 
Staunton, Sir George, i. 368 ; ii. 
660; Johnson’s letter to, i. 
280 ■ ' 


Steele, Mr..,- his - “ Prosodia 
Rationalis,”-i. 659 
, Right Hon. Thomas, Secre- 
tary to the. Treasury, i. 96 

, Sir Richard, i. 469 ;* ii. 26, 

428, 429, 464; the purpose of 
his ' ' Christian Hero, ” i. 762 
Steevens, George, i. 162, 178, 368, 
388, 468, 479, 613, 653, 723 ; ii. 
81, 168, 307, 333, 415. 668 ; 
assists Johnson with his Shak- 
speare, i. 474, 554, 612 ; cata- ^ 
logue of his library, i, 612, 613; 
his edition of Sfiakspeare, ii. 
116; his anecdotes of Johnson, 
ii. 667, 668 ; Johnson’s letters to, 
i. 6r2 ; ii. 82 . 

“Stella in Mourning," verses by 
Johnson, i. 126, 127 
Stephani, his influence on litera- 
ture in France, ii. 221 ; Mat- 
taire’s account of, ii. 3S8 
Sterne, Rev. Laurence, i. 528; ii. 
412; his “ Sentimental Jour- 
ney,” i. 528 

Stewart, George, bookseller, of 
Edinburgh, i. 133 
, Francis, Johnson's amanu- 
ensis, i. 133 ; ii. 362 

Mrs., sister to Francis, ii, 

362, 365, 613, 617 

, Sir Annesley, ii. 453 

Still, Dr. John; Bishop of Bath and 
W^ells, ii. 755 

Stillingfleet, Benjamin, ii. 477 
Stinton, Dr. , ii. 243, 4x0 
Stirling, Corporation of, declared 
corrupt by the Cour t of Session , 
i. 696 

road bill in the county of, in 

House of Commons, ii. 196 
Stockdale, Rev. Mn, his poem 
“The Remonstrance/’ i. 473; 
alluded to, i. 506 
Stockdale's supplemental volume 
of Johnson's Miscellaneotis 
Pieces, i. 251 ’ 

Stopford, Colonel Hon, Edtvard, 
i. 698 

Stourbridge school, Johnson goes 
to, i. 21, 22 ; ailuded to, i. 

S 3 : ‘ ■ 

Stowe, Richard, of Apsley, i. 115 
Stowh ill, near Lichfield, i. 780, 

781 

Strahan, Andrew, ii. 711 ' 


Strahan, Mrs., i. 153; Johnson’s 
letters to, ii. 471, 506 
~ , Rev. Mr., vicar of Islington, 
i. 171, 172, 416 ; ii. 425, 624, 
716, 741. 751- 752 

, William, i. 177, 216, 259, 

275, 414, 496, 571, 626, 646, 647, 
655, 656, 657, 749; ii. 78, 79, 
80, 94, 194, 197, 226, 249, 287, 
345. 346, 370.' 371. 377. 471. 
665, 711 ; his desire to see John- 
son in Parliament, i. 495 ; his 
letter to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, i. 495, 496 ; his differ- 
ence and reconciliation with 
Johnson, ii. 315, 316 ; Johnson’s 
letter to, ii. 315 

, William, jun., ii. 471 

“ Stratford Jubilee, The,” a play, 
i. 781 , 

Stratford-on-Avon, Shakspeare 
jubilee at, i. 439, 440 ; visited 
by Johnson, i. 765 
Stratico, Mr. , of Padua, i. 284 
Streathara, Johnson at Mr. 
'Fhrale’s house at, i, 470, 495, 
61 1, 620, 706, 726, 729 ; ii. 7, 

X9S. 197. 298, 51 1 

Strickland, Mrs., ii. loi 
Stuart, clan of, their position at 
Culloden, i. 6o3 

, Colonel Hon. Janies, son of 

the Earl of Bute, ii. 344, 354, 
3'57, 360 

, Hon, and Rev. William 

(afterwards Archbishop of Ar- 
magh), ii. 555 

, House of, i. 152, 269, 329, 

406, 566 ; ii. 529 ; attempt to re- 
store, i, 125 ; Johnson’s tender- 
ness for, i. 125, 152, 329, 330 : 
inclination of the people 
of England towards, ii. 137 
138; fidelity of the Episcopal 
Church of Scotland to, ii. 322 

■ , Rev. James, i. 409 

- — , Sir Andrew, his letters to 
Lord Mansfield, i. 574 
Stubbs, George, ii. 741 
“Student, The, or Oxford and 
Cambridge Miscellany,” i. 150 
Subordination necessary for 
society and human happiness, i. 
3338, 342; men not natiu*ally 
.equal, i. 392 

** Sugar Cane/ a poem, by Grain- 


ger, reviewed by Johnson, i. 
370 ; alluded to, i. 765, 766 
Suicide, state of mind when com- 
mitted, i. 573 ; Baxter's belief 
that one may be saved, ii. 578, 
579 

Suidas, his Lexicon, 1. 206 
Sunday little observed at Paris, L 
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Sunderland, Lord, i. 112. 
“Suspicious Husband, The,” 1. 
425 

Swan, Dr., his edition of Syden- 
ham’s works, i. 105 
Sweden, Charles XIL, King of, 
i. 105, 138^ 

, Daline’s History of, i. 512 

Swift, Dean, i. 97, 148, 185, 436, 
491, 582, 654, 708 ; ii. 217, 538, 
S39 ; Earl Gower’s letter to, i. 
88, 89 ; Lord Hailes’s opinion 
of, i. 332 : his “Tale of a Tub,” 
345. 653; his “Conduct of 
the Allies,” i. 437; his letters 
to Pope, ii. 271 ; Johnson’s Life 
of, ii. 437, 438, 439 
Swinfen, Dr., Johnson’s god- 
father, i. IS. 33. 44 ; ii-. 19s- 3S6 
Swinton, Mr,, and the “ Uni- 
versal History,” ii. 723, 724 

, Rev. Mr., chaplain of 

Oxford gaol, i. 202 
Swiss, the wonderful policy of the, 
i, 106 

Sydenham, Dr., Johnson's Life 
of, i. 12, 105 
Sydney, Algernon, i. 558 
“Sylvanus Urban,” “Gentle- 
man’s Magazine ” carried on 
by Edward Cave under the 
name of, i. 72 ; Johnson’s letter 
to, i. 116 

Sylvanus’s “ First Book of the 
Iliad,” ii. 351 

“System of Ancient Geography,” 
by Alexander Macbean, Johnson 
writes preface to, i. 133 


T 

Taaf, Mr., i. 719 

Table-talk, Sir Robert Walpole’s 
rule for, ii. 43 

Tacitus, Mrs. Grierson’s edition 
of, i. 476 ; alluded to, i. 540 



Talbot, Mrs. Catharine, i. 145 
“ Tale of a Tub,” Johnson doubts 
if it be Swift’s, i. 345, 653 ; 
alluded to, i. 578, 654 
Tapestry, the Gobelins factory, i. 
710 

Tasso, Hoole's translation of, 
Johnson writes dedication for, 
i. 293; ii. 446 ; his “Jeru- 
salem," ii. 286 


Rev. George Graham, i. 3x4 ; 
ii. 86 

Temple, Rev. Mr. , i. . 334, 391, 
590, 652, 694; ,ii. 520 
-- — Sir William, i. 160, 241 , 577, 
739; ii. 224, 225, 285 ; John- 
son's style .founded upon his, i. 
159 ; ii. 224 

Bar, heads exhibited on, i. 

580 


^ Taste," Miss Reynolds's Essay Terence, i. 62; ii. 400 


on, 11. 500 
— —alters in the course of life, i. 
394 

“ Tatler, The,” i. 143 

“ , The. Revived,” i. 143 

Taverns and tavern life extolled, 
i. 764, 765 

“Taxation no Tyranny," a 
pamphlet by Johnson, i. 648, 
649, 650, 651, 666, 667 ; ii. 175, 
193. 248 

Taylor, Chevalier, the famous 
oculist, ii. 336 

, “Demosthenes,” Johnson 

relates anecdote of, ii. 275, 
276 

, Jeremy, Bishop of Down 

and Connor, ii. 643, 644 

, John, i. 54, 422 

, Mr., an artist, ii. 366 

, Mr., of Birmingham, the 

inventor, i. ^8 

, A'Irs., i. 174 

, Rev. Dr., Prebendary of 

Westminster, i. 17, 29, 31, 41, 
42, 118, 119, 132, 139, 173, 174, 
176, 747, 775, 779- 780, 785 ; ii- 
39, III, 120, I2T, 122, 123, 133, 
134, 13s, 136, 137, 138, 139, I4I, 
T.42, 143, 148, 150, 154, 159, 162, 
164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 174, 180, ■ 
195, 209, 583, 715, 716, 743 ; 
visited by Johnson at Ash- 
bourne, i. 45, 784 ; ii. 115 ; 
Johnson sends plan of Diction- 
ary in manuscript to him, i. 
1:31 ; his charity and influence, 

i. 784 ; his extraordinary cattle, 

ii. 133 : his sermons said to be 
composed by Johnson, ii. 159 ; 
reads burial service over John- 


Tests, i. 655, 656 
Thatched House, St. James's 
Street, Literarv Club meets at, 
i. 368 

Thebes, armorial bearings as 
ancient as the siege of, i, 531 
Theobald, his inferiority to War- 
burton, i. 247, 248 
Theocritus, i. 39, 62; ii. 387, 3S8 
“Theodosius," a play, visited by 
Johnson at Lichfield, i. 781 
Thicknesse’s “Travels” com- 
mended by Johnson, ii. 206 
Thirlby, ii. 526 

Thirty-nine Articles, the, how they 
are to be considered, i. 464, 
465 ; petition to Parliament for 
removing subscription to, i. 509 
Thomas, Colonel, ii. 568 

, Nathaniel, editor of the 

“St. James’s Chronicle,” ii. 76 
Thomson, Mr., a schoolmaster at 
Lanark, i. 436; ii. 99, 31.1 
— , Mrs., sister of the poet, ii. 
99. art 

, the poet, i. 60, 274, 345, 435 ; 

ii. 29, 92, 100, 311 • Johnson’s 
Life of, i. 435; ii. 99, 117; 
his “Seasons,” i. 691; ii. 99; 
his “ Winter," ii. 573 

, Rev. James, action against, 

for defamation, ii. 44, 45 ; John- 
son's argument on the case, ii. 

45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50; Lord 
Thurlow’s opinion on, ii. t^o, 

51 ' ' 

Thornton, BonneO, i. 150, 1S5, 
302; publishes a mock “ Ram- 
bler,” i. 159 ; his burlesque 
“ Ode on St. Cecilia’s Day," i. 
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son, ii. 754 ; Johnson’s letters Thorpe, Yorkshire, Mr. Bosville’s 


to, i. 174 ; ii. 581, 622 
Tea, Johnson's defence of, i. 235 
“ Telemachus,” a masque, by the 


seat at, ii. 310 
“Thoughts in Prison,” a poem, 
by Dr. Dodd, il. 235 


“Thoughts on the Coronation of 6j2, 6So, 686, 713, 726, 727, 

George III.," a pamphlet, i. 749; Johnson's namby-pamby 

276 rhymes for, i. 127 ; Johnson's 

on the late Transactions in description of, i. 3S0, 381 ; her 

the Falkland Islands,” by John- poem, “ The Three Warnings,’' 

.300,1. 493,494,505, 649,652 i. 406; disputes with Johnson 

Thrace, the Cabiri of, i. 201 on the merit of Prior, i. 446; 

Thrale, John (the elder), i. 377, falls from her horse, i. 626 ; her 

378 coarse flattery, i. 676; visits 

, Mr., i. 371, 377, 378, 379, France, i. 704, 705 ; her affec- 

405, 439, 446, 495, 559, 571, tion for Johnson, i. 746; death 

57^, 577. 589, 605, 624, 625, ofher son, i. 779, 780, 781, ii. 3 ; 

659, 668, 676, 704, 705, 717, Johnson writes to her on, i. 781 ; 

726, 728, 746, 779., 780, 782 ; goes to Bath, ii. 5 ; her devia- 

ii. 3, 14, 15, 18, 19, 21, 23, 34, tions from accurac}^ ii. 19S, 200, 

35, 41, 70, 73, 79, 103, no, 112, 201 5 Johnson sends her account 

117, 195, 197, 210, 211, 215, of the Gordon riots, ii. 37G, 371, 

298, 315, 323, 339, 343, 361, 372 ; her superficial knowdedge 

365, 366, 367, 368, 375, 376, of Johnson’s character, ii. 557 ; 

385, 448, 455, 462, 470, 511, her marriage to Signor Piozzi, 

524, 529, 542, 606, 629, 680, the, music master, ii. 679, 680; 

681, 682, ,684; Johnson’s instances of inaccuracy in her 

introduction to his , family, i. “ Anecdotes," ii. 681, 682, 683.. 

380 ; his character and learn- 684 ; her description of John- 

ing, i. 380, 381 ; Johnson visits son’s social intercourse, ii. 685 > 
Brighton with, i. 439 ; Johnson her “Anecdotes of Dr. John- 

accompanies him to Wales, i. son," i. 14, 16, 17, 36, 37, 54, 

620, 621, 623; his contested 55, 314, 317, 3x8, 381, 539, 544,, 

election, i. 626 ; visits France, 603 ; ii. 1, 33, 34, 201, 291,433,, 

i. 704 ; his comment on French 662, 680, 681'’, 682, 683, 684, 685, 

cookery, i. 722 ; contemplates 686 ; her “ Letters to and from 

visit to Italy, i. 741, 747 ; death Dr. Johnson," i. 369, 419, 606, 

of his only son, i. 779, 780, 781 ; 607, 664, 724 ; ii. 119, 370, 376,, 

ii. 3 ; unrounded report, of his 380,434, 560, 582, 597, 598, 658, 

death, ii. 90, 91; his serious 659,660,679,684,724,733,735,, 

illness, ii. 343, 364; his house 748; her letter to Jolmson, ii. 

attacked by the Gordon rioters, 3%; Johnson's letters to, ii. 

37^» 377 ; his contest for 119, 367, 582, 586, 587, 588, 

Southwark, ii. 381 ; Johnson 594 

writes address for him, ii. 381, Thrale, Miss Susanna, Johnson's 
382; his death, ii. 458, 459 ; letter to, ii. 588 

makes Johnson one of hi,3 , the Misses, i. 704, 727, 779 ; 

executors, ii. 459, 460 ii. 5, 117, 339, 364, 366, 524, 

■ , Mrs., i. 3x4, 369, 380,381, 597 

419, 439, 445, 446, 500, 503, 506, “ Three Warnings, The, " a poem , 

507. 554. 559. 572, 603, 611, 619, by Mrs. Thrale, i. 406 

623, 625, 642, 648, 659, 660, 677, Thuanus, proposed translation of, 
699, 702, 727, 747, 782 ; ii. I, 14, by Johnson, ii. 747; alluded to, 
22, 23, 26, 33, 35, 73, 92, 103, i. 149 
no, 112, 117, 163, 182, 183,' .186, Thucydides, ii. 286 
197. t99, 216, 248, 273, 281, 292, Thuriow, Lord, i. 673 ; ii. 17, 50, 
300, 3or, 302, 303, 304, 315, 319, 51, 540, 657, 6S7, 70S ; his 

323, 339, 343, 348, 364, 365, 366, opinion on the case of the Rev. 

375. 37fi. 433* 448. 45X. 45^. James Thomson, , ii. 50, 51 ; 

,?ls5vb!'458, 463. 484. 498, 507, 512, nominates Macbean to the 

528, 529, 532, 598, 599, 628, ; Charterhouse, ii. 384, 385 ; 


Boswell applies to, for assistance 
in getting Johnson’s pension 
increased, ii. 670 ; his letter in 
reply to Boswell, ii. 6j6, ; 

Johnson's gratitude for his ex- 
ertions, ii. 707 ; his letter to 
Johnson, ii. 3S5 ; Johnson’s 
letter to, ii. 688 

Thurot, his booty in Scotland, ii. 
472 ■ 

“ Tibullus,” translation of, by Dr. 
Grainger, i. 766 

Tickell, i. 469 ; Johnson’s life of, 
ii. 432, 433 

Tillotson, Archbishop, ii. 215 

Toleration and the rights of 
society, i. 591, 592, 593, 594, 
S95 

“To Miss , on her giving the 

author a purse,” i. 126 

Tonson, the bookseller, i. 194 ; ii. 
36, 168 

Tooke, John Horne, ii. 307 

, Mr., the printer, i. 654 

Topham, Mr. , found guilty of a 
libel in “The World"” on Earl 
Cowper, deceased, ii. 12, 13 

Toplady, Rev. Mr., i. 590, 595, 


‘ Transactions'of the Royal Irish 
Academy,” ii. 724 
‘ Traveller, The,” Goldsmith’s, i, 
317, 387, 579 ; ii. 220, 227, 278, 
538 ; reviewed by Johnson, i. 
370 ; Johnson’s lines in, i, 387, 
388 _ 

‘ Treatise on Civil Architecture,” 
by Sir William Ghanibersr ii. 


“ of Econom}'-,” Xeno- 

phon’s, ii. 77 

“ of Equity,” by Thomas 

Ballow, ii. 17 

“ on Cold Baths,” by Sir 

John FI oyer, i. 53 
" — — on the Globes,” Johnson 
writes dedication for, i. 421 
Trecothick, Barlow, ii. 62, 175 
Trent, Council of, i. 466 ; history 
of, by Father Sarpi, i. 67, 90, 92 
Trianon, Johnson visits the, i. 715, 
716 

“ Tribuniis ” publishes new' edition 
of ‘ ‘ Marmor Norfolciense, ” i. 


Trimlestown, Lord, ii. 198, 199 ; 
title revived in his favour, ii. 


597 199 

“ Topselbn Animals,” i. 94 Trinity, the doctrine of the, not a 

Torre’s firew'orks at Marylebone - fit subject for argument in a 
Gardens, ii. 667, 668 mixed company, i. 596 

'Porrington family vault in — — College, Dublin, confers 
Southill Church, %ng’s epitaph degree of doctor of laws on 
in, i. 236 Johnson, i. 375 _ 

Forture in Holland, i. 358 — , Ox'ford, i. 44, lor, 180, 

Tory, Johnson’s definition of, i. 190 

223 ; ii. 484 “ Tristram Shandy,” i. 763 

“ Tour to the Northern Parts of Trotter, Mr., of Fogo, ii. 311 

Europe,” by Mr. Wraxall, ii. , Mr., the engraver, ii. 7*56 

369 ' , 'Mrs. Beatrix; mother of 

Towers, Dr. Joseph, i. 652 ; ii. Thomson, the poet, ii. 311 
418; his" Letter to Samuel Trotz, Professor, i. 366 
Johnson,” i. 651 Truth, importance of a strict rc- 

Townlev, Charles, ii. loi, 756 gard for, i. 333, 334, 752 
Townly' Mr., the engraver, ii. Tuilieries, the, visited by Johnson, 
756 ' i. 712, 7^3.' 

Townshend, Right Hon. Charles, Tully, i. 62 

anecdote of, i. 568 ; alluded to, Tunbridge Wells visited by John- 
ii. 2, 662, 663 son, i. 1354 print of “ the re- 

'J'ownson, Rev. Dr., i. 599 ; ii. markable characters” at, i. 135 
650 “Turkish Spy, '”by I. P. Marana, 

“Tractate on Education,” Mil- a Genoese, ii. 556 
ton's, ii. 310 Turk’s Head Coffee-house, 

‘ ' Transactions of the Royal Gerrard Street, the . Literary 

Society of Edinburgh,” ii. 406 Club first meets at, i 367 



Turselliniis, his Life of St. Ig- Vanbrugh, the architect, ii. 431 
natiiis Loyola, i. 42 Vane, Anne, mistress to Frede- 

Tiirton, Dr., i. S4 ; ^44 Prince of Wales, i. 139 

Tvvalmley, “the great,” inventor , Lady, i. 139 

of a box-iron, ii. 551 Vanity cured by livingin London, 

Twining, Mr,, his translation of i. 4S0 

“ The Poetics,” ii. 30 “ — — of Human Wishes, The, 

Twiss’s “ Travels in Spain,” i, 673 being the Tenth Satire of 
Tyers, Jonathan, ii. 267 Juvenal imitated,” by Johnson, 

, Thomas, i. 468 ; ii. 267, i. 136, 137 ; quoted, i. 138, 139 ; 

268; his “Political Confer- alluded to, i. 260, 388, 395. 

ences,” ii. 268 467; ii. 105,^ 173, 174, 194 

Tyrawley, Lord, i. 560 , Montaigne’s essay on, 

Tyrconnel, Lord, his patronage quoted, i. 480 
of Savage, i. 123, 124; their Vansittart, Dr. Robert, i. 265, 
quarrel, i. 123 S42 

Tyrvvhitt, Mr., ii. 38, 275, 508 Vaughan, Charles, i. 368 
Tytler, William, his vindication of Vauxhall Gardens as a place of 
Mary Queen of Scots, i. 269, public amusement, ii. 267 
642; commends Johnson’s Veal, Mrs., story of her appear- 
“ Journey,” i. 642 ance after death, i. 519 

Veale, Thomas, ii. 453 

U Veracity, the importance of strict 

and scrupulous, i. 333, 334, 
Udson, Mr., i. 719 752^ 

Unconstitutional taxation of the Versailles, Johnson’s visit to, i. 
English colonies in America, 704, 715, 716 
Johnson’s defence of, i. 89 “ Verses on the Grotto,” Pope's, 

“Union, The,” a collection of i. no 

poems, i. 76 “ to a Lady on receiving 

“Universal Chronicle, The,” i. from her a Sprig of Myrtle,” by 
248, 262 Johnson, i. 54, 55 ; ii. 714 

“ History,” list of authors “ to Lady Firebrace, i. 91 

and their subjects, ii. 721, 722, Vertot’s “ Roman History,” i. 
723,724 580; his “ Flistory of the 

“ Passion,” by Dr. Young, Knights of Malta,” ii. 658; his 

ii. 488 “ Revolution of Portugal,” ii. 

“ Prayer,” Pope’s, ii. 300 658 

“ Visitor, The,” i. 126, 230, Vesey, Right Hon. Agmondes- 

673 ham, i. 367, 653 ; ii. 368, 40S 

University, Glasgow, Adam Smith Vestris, Johnson said to be learn- 
professor at, ii. 10 ing dancing of, ii. 454, 455 

Universities, English, not rich “Vicar of Wakefield,” Gold- 
enough for their work, ii. 10 ' smith's, i. 317 ; ii. 278, 325 
“Urban, Mr.,” Johnson's letter Victor, Ben, ii, 428 
to, in “Gentleman’s Magazine,” Vienne, Little, i. 715 
i. 116, 117 “ View of the Internal Evidence of 

“ Urbanum, Ad,” verses address- the Christian Religion,” by 

ed by Johnson to Gave, i, 73, Soame Jenyns, ii. 252 

74, 79 “ of the State of Religion in 

Usher, Archbishop, i. 138, 491 the Western Parts of the 

• World,” by Sandys, i. 160 

Y Vilette, Rev. Mr., Ordinary of 

Newgate, ii. 671, 672 

Vaii-ancy, Colonel, the antiquary, “Village, The,” by Rev. Mr. 
'ii, 625, 629 Crabbe, ii. 537 


Villiers, Lord, eleg'y to, 
William Whitehead, ii. 4S3 

, Sir George, account of the 

appearance of his ghost, ii. 305 
Vincent, Rev. Dr., Dean of West- 
minster, i. 368 

Virgil, i. 39, 61, 62, 185, 193, 303, 
488, 627; ii. 169, 387, 398, 
55^. 553. 574 ; translation from, 
by Johnson, i. 22; Baskerville 
edition of, presented to Trinity 
College, Oxford, by Johnson, 1. 
439 ■ 

' ‘Virtue, an Ethic Epistle, ” quoted, 
ii. 174 

‘ ‘ Vision of Theodore the Hermit, ” 
by Johnson, i. 135 
Volcanoes, Mr. Seward's obser- 
vations on, i. 778 
Voltaire, i. 260, 332, 333, 383, 392, 
453. 725 I ii. 229, 250. 308, 638 ; 
similarity of his “ Candide” to 
“ Rasselas,” i. 259, 260; his 
conversation with Boswell, i. 
387 ; Hume an echo of, i. 427 
“ Voyage to Abyssinia, A," by 
Lobo, a Jesuit, translated by 
Johnson, i. 48, 49, 50, 51 
“ to the Hebrides," Pen- 

nant’s, ii. 239 

“ to the South ^Seas," 

Forster's, ii. 158, 655 
round the world, a, grand- 
ness of the notion of, ii. 6, 7 
Vyse, Rev, Dr., i. 255, 707; ii. 
106, 109, 623, 712, 739 ; his 
letter to Boswell, ii. 108 ; John- 
son’s letters to, ii, 107, 108, 384, 
386, 739 


041 

Wall, Dr, , physician at Oxford, ii. 
' 642. ■ 

Waller, Edmund, i. 685 ; ii. 472, 
640 ; Johnson’s life of, i. 430 ; 
ii. 271, 415,417, 418 ; his lilein 
the “ Biograph ia Britan 11 ica, " ii. 
283; his “Divine Poesie" 
quoted, ii. 639 

Walmsley, Gilbert, Registrar of 
the Ecclesiastical Court of Lich- 
field, i. 4ij., 45, 46, 62, 63, 64, 
142, 329, 777 ; ii. 380 

, Mrs. , i. 45, 46, 777 

Walpole, Horace (Lord Orford). 
i. 316; ii. 75, 168, 547, 660 ; 
his “Anecdotes of Painting in 
England," ii. 547; Johnson 
desires his pictures to be pur- 
chased’ for the public, ii. 675 
Walpole, Sir Robert (first Lord 
Orford), i. 85, 86, 96, 545, 676,, 
681 ; ii. 43, 74, 209, 456, 660 
Walton, Isaac, his Lives, i. 619, 
622, 623, 688, 760, 761 ; ii. So, 
459 ; his “ Complete Angler," in 
658 

Wapping, Johnson recommends 
exploration of, ii. 557 
Warburton, Dr., Bishop of Giou* 
cester, i. 3, 109, 188, 194, 207, 
248, 414 ; ii. 170, 346, 424, 425. 
637 ; his edition of Shakspeare, 
i. 125; ii. 423 ; commends John- 
son’s notes on “Macbeth," i. 
125 ; his superiority to Theobald, 

i. 247, 248 ; his controversy with 
Lowth, i. 416 

Ward, the noted quack, ii. 336 
Warley camp, Johnson's visit to, 

ii, 312, 313, 316, 319 
Warren, Dr., i, 368 ; ii. 369, 737, 

748 


W 

VWies, Dowager Princess of, , John, of Pembrokeshire, L 

“The Resurrection" fraudu- 51 

lently dedicated to, i. 275 - — , Mr., bookseller, of Birming- 

-, Frederick, Prince of, i. 139 1^01,4. 48,49, 51 

, Plenry , Prince of, ii. 541 Warton, Mrs. (wife of Dr.: Joseph)^ 

, Johnson’s visit to, i. 620, k 475 

621,622, 623,626 — — , Rev. Dr. Joseph, i. 144, 

Walker, Joseph Cooper, of the 185, 204, 245, 319, 368, 381, 
'I'reasury, Dublin, i, 241 ; ii. 94 414: ii. 107, 200, 318, 347 ; his 

, Mr., the actor, i. 691 “ Biographical Memoirs," i, 

- — Mr., the master of elocution, 205, 229, 381 ; his “ Essay on the 
ii. 562, 563 Genius and Writings of Pope," 

Walker’s Rhetorical Grammar," i. 229, 343, 521 ; signs “ round- 
ii. 755 robin,” ii, 68 ; his paneg}Ticbn 


by 




Thomson's “ Seasons,” ii. loo ; 
Johnson’s letters to, i. 184, 185, 
229, 475 

Warton, Rev. Thomas, i. 44, 117, 
203, 204, 227, 245, 24S, 253, 367, 
381, 761, 762; ii. 38, 391, 508, 
660 ; his “ Observations on 
Spenser's ‘ Fairy Queen , i. 198 ; 
ii. 391 ; his account of J ohnson’s 
conversation at Oxford, i. 198, 
199, 200, 201 , 202 ; his poem, 
"‘The Progress of Discontent,” 

i, 212 ; contributes to “The 
Idler,” i. 248 ; Johnson’s letters 
to, i. 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 
211, 212, 213, 218, 219, 242, 
251, 252, 439, 474 

Warton’s “ History of English 
Poetry,” ii. 247 

Waters, Ambrose, A.M., ii. 743 

• , Mr., banker, of Paris, 1. 385 

Watson, Dr., Bishop of Llandaff, 

ii. 485 ; his “ Chemical Essays,” 

ii. 485 

— — , Mr., his “ History of Philip 
II.,” ii. 86 

Watts, Rev, Dr., i. 234 ; ii. 109, 
310, 321, 658; his influence on 
the Dissenters, i. 235 ; Johnson's 
Life of, ii. 321 

“ Way of the AVorld, The," a 
comedy, by Congreve, i. 572 
" ‘ Wealth of Nations, I'he, ’ ’ 
Adam Smith's, i. 748; ii. 10 

, the right employment of, 

11536 

Weather, its influence on the 
human frame, i. 345, 353 
Webster, Rev, Dr. Alexander, i. 
608, 610, 613 

“ Weekly Miscellany, The,” i. 90 
Which, Anne, daughter of Saun- 
ders Which, ii. 189, 190 

Father, of Cambray, i. 721 

Saunders, Justice of the 
Peace for Westminster, ii. 188, 
189, 190, 346, 545 ; Johnson’s 
letter to, ii. 189 • 

Welsh language, its relation to 
those of Ireland and Brittany, i, 

■■ -242' , , 

Welwyn, Dr. Young’s residence 
at, ii. 486, 487 

Wentworth, Mr., Johnson’s 
schoolmaster at Stourbridge, i. 
21, 22 


Wesley, Rev. Charles, ii. 258 

, Rev, John, ii. 151, 201, 

■ 339 ; ii. 464 ; his story of a 
ghost, ii. 258, 339; Johnson’s 
letter to ii. 339 
Whstcote, Lord, ii., 646 
Western Islands of Scotland, 
Martin's account of,, i, 344 
Westminster Abbey, first musical 
festival at, ii, 633 ; Johnson 
buried in, ii. 754 

School, ii. 10 

Wetherell, Rev. Dr., Master of 
University College, Oxford, i. 
682, 757 ; ii. 653 ; Johnson’s 
letter to, on the management 
of the Clarendon Press, i. 743, 
744. 745. 746 

Wheatley, near Oxford, ii. 653 
Wheatly and Bennet on the 
Common Prayer, ii. 569 
Wheeler, Rev. Dr., ii. 317, 379; 

Johnson's letter to, ii. 317 
Whig, John.son’s definition of, i. 
223, 330 ; ii, 484 

Whiggism a negation of principle, 
i. 330 : no better than the 
politics of stock jobbers, i. 47;^ 
Whiston, Mr., a bookseller, ii. 
479; 

Whitaker, Rev. Mr., i. 469 ; his 
“ History of Manchester,” ii. 
289 

White, Dr., bishop of Episcopal 
Church in Pennsylvania, i. 556 ; 
sends Johnson American edition 
of “ Rasselas,”i. 557; Johnson’s 
letter to, i, 556 

, Mrs., Johnson’s servant, ii. 

740 

, Rev. Flenry, ii. 712, 713 

Whitefield, George, the celebrated 
preacher, i. 41,447 ; ii. 151, 352. 
353 

Whitefoord, Caleb, ii. 666 
Whitehead, Paul, i. 82, 83 
— - , William, i. 132 ; Mason’s 
Memoirs of, i. 6 ; his “ Elegy to 
Lord Villiers,” ii. 482 
Whitgift, Archbishop, ii. 459 
“Whole Duty of Man, The,” 
Johnson made to read, by his 
mother, i. 35 ; supposed author 
of, i. 581 

“Wife, A,” a poem, by Sir 
Thomas Overbuiy, i. 444, 445 


Wilcox, the bookseller, i. 64 , ii, 41 ; her illness, ii. 77, 79, 105, 

Wilkes, Dr. , his epitaph on Philips 112, 117, 183, 192, 586; hir 
quoted, i. loi death, ii, 588, 593, 594, 597 

- — , Friar i, 720 Williams, Helen Maria, ii," 633; 

- — ~, John, i. 265, 302, 391, 443; her ‘‘ Ode on Peace," ii. 632 
tk 52, 53 / do, 61, 63, 161, 175, Sir Charles Hanbury, i, 413 

196, 197, 333, 371, 410, 471, , Zachariah, i. 203, 227; his 

472, 473, 474, 475, 476, 573, death and character, i. 228 
686 ; bis election for Middlesex, Williamson, Sir Joseph, i. 63 
i. 89, 464, 472; his criticism of Willis, Brown, his “History of 
the Dictionary, i. 226 ; interests Mitred Abbeys,’' i. loi 
himself on behalf of Johnson's ..Wilson against Smith and Ar- 
servant, i. 266; meets Johnson mour, a case of vicious intro- 
at Mr.^Dilly’s, ii. 55, 56, 57, 58, mission in the Scotch Court of 

59 ; joins Johnson in ridiculing Session, i., 545, 546, 547, 548, 

the Scotch, ii. 62, 63 ; his “ Mor- 549. 550 
timer," 1163 ; Johnson expresses Father, of Paris, i. 710 
pleasure with his company, ii. — Mr., his “DeAnimi Tran- 
64 ; Burke’s ; pun on, ii. 279; , quillitate,’’ ii. 187,’ 755 

heads the party that .drives — — Rev. Afr., dedicates bis 
rioters from the Bank, ii. 372; “Archaeological Dictionary" to 
Johnson presents his “Lives" Johnson, ii. 526; Johnson's 
to, ii. 476 letter to, ii. 526 

— , Mr., the comedian, ii. 428 — ■ — , Thomas, i. 375 

Wilkins, Charles, i. 368 Wilton,- Miss, i 613 

, Mr., landlord of the Three Windham, Right Hon. William, 

Crowns at Lichfield, i. 773; ii. i. 218, , 368/ 643 ; ii. 102, 307, 
355 545. 606, 683, 741, 744, 748, 753, 

Wilkinson, the Misses, i. 335 754 ; Johnson's appreciation of, 

William III., not acknowledged ,5/ 557; appointed Secretary to 
by Parliament of Ireland when the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 

Irish appeared in arms against ii. 557, 580 ; visits Johnson at 

him, i, 597 Ashb^ourne. ii. 695 ; a pall-bearer 

Williams,. Anna, i. 57, 165, 177, at Johnson’s funeral, ii. 754; 

186, 203, 227, 245, 248, 283, 292, Johnson’s letters to, ii. 702 

300, 321, 322, 354, 405, 422, 503, , Sir Williani, ii. 205; John- 

519, 558, 561, 562, 571, 576, 608, son’s letter :to, ii. 581 / 

647, 665, 682, 684, 705, 729, 752 ; . Windsor visited by Johnson, i. 
k' 5. 35. 54. 55. 64, 76, 77, 86, ’ i8i , 

186, 192, 195, 196, 234, 235, 271, Wine, the use and abuse of, i. 543, 

296,315,319,328,464,466,506, 753; Johnson’s remark on the 

533. 567. 587, 607 ; her “ Miscel- maxim, veritas, i. 539 ; 

lanies,” i. 100, 127, 405, 406; it gives neither knowledge* nor 

her, blindness, i. 169, 170; goes wit, ii. 283 

to Kve with Johnson; i. 176 ; her “ Winter Evenings, " Dr. Knox's, 

sources of income, i. 355; re- ii. 672 . ; 

sides with Johnson, i. 386, 387; ode on, by Johnson, i. 

with Johnson at 0 -xford, i. 439 ; 129 

Boswell drinks tea with, i. 445, “ Winter’s Walk, The," an ode by 

460 ; her dexterity, i. 460 ; re- Johnson, i. 126. 127 

lates instances of second sight Wirgman’s toy-shop, St. James's 

in Wales, i, 508 ; Johnson Street, h. 281 

solicits Pletherington’s charity Wirtemberg, Prince of, his insult 

for her, i. 624, 625 ; her peevish- to General Oglethorpe, i. 532,. 

ness and Johnson’s tenderness ' 533 

for her, ii. 20, 21 ; her jealousy, Wise, F. , RadcHvian Librarian, i. 
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